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T op-up the existing income protection 
that comes with SSAA membership 
and participate in lawful recreational 
shooting activities knowing your 

weekly wage is secure. This exclusive SSAA 
member offer increases the maximum limit 
of income protection of $750 a week to 
$2000 for just $15 a year.

Inspired by member feedback on how 
they conduct their recreational shooting 
activities and what kind of insurance they 
need, SSAA General Insurance Brokers 
(SSAAIB) has been negotiating with insur-
ance companies and agencies to bring 
about this new product.

SSAAIB National Manager Trevor 
Jenkin said he’s excited to offer the 
increased protection option to members 
who love their sport and are looking to 
reduce the risk of lost income if something 
unforeseen was to happen in the field. “We 
want to give SSAA members our backing 
to get outdoors and enjoy their time know-
ing they’re supported in the event of an 
accident or injury,” he said.

“For many years we’ve been working 
towards this increased weekly benefit 
option and are proud to bring this to you. 
Both the SSAA and brokerage are always 
looking at ways to value-add to your mem-
bership and we feel that providing this 
peace of mind for just $15 a year is defi-
nitely going the extra mile.”

SSAA National President Lance Miller 
said this members-only benefit added to the 
fantastic range of useful insurance options 
already on offer. “This is an affordable and 
useful insurance deal to make sure our 
members can enjoy their chosen pastime 
and feel secure in the knowledge their 
income is protected,” he said.

“In today’s world we know how impor-

tant it is to feel confident about our income 
while also maintaining the things we enjoy. 
This is why we’ve worked towards this 
exclusive offer and the wider range of 
SSAAIB products.”

The unveiling  of the SSAA Income Pro-
tection top-up option follows the Members’ 
Firearms Insurance program announced in 
recent years which offers firearms and fixed 
accessories cover for just $35 a year on top 
of your SSAA membership fee. This alter-
native has proved extremely popular with 
members who’ve covered numerous types 
of firearms including antiques and collect-
ibles along with accessories such as scopes 
and slings, all while stored in the home 
and/or in use. For more on SSAA Income 
Protection and other insurance options visit 
www.ssaaib.com.au or call Ali or Megan on 
08 8332 0281 or free-call (landlines only) 
1800 808 608.

Disclaimer: Information provided by 
SSAA General Insurance Brokers is of a 
general nature only and not a substitute for 
professional personal advice. You should 
always consider the PDS/Policy wording 
before making a decision. Coverage may 
differ based on specific clauses in indi-
vidual policies. Refer to our the website for 
further information including PDS/Policy 
wordings and our FSG.

Increased income protection offers added peace of mind

SSAA Member Income Protection* - Standard option
Cost  Free with membership
Weekly benefit 85 per cent of your average weekly earnings to a maximum of $750 a week.
Excluded period 7 days
Benefit period 104 weeks

SSAA Member Income Protection* - Upgrade option
Cost  $15 annually
Weekly benefit 85 per cent of your average weekly earnings to a maximum of $2000 a week.
Excluded period 7 days
Benefit period 104 weeks

* Excludes direct travel to and from activities.
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Letters  WRITE TO PO BOX 2520, UNLEY, SA 5061 OR EMAIL EDIT@SSAA.ORG.AU

The advice offered in this column is of a general nature and does not allow for individual situations. SSAAIB recommends 
that you obtain professional advice before proceeding with any insurance investment. SSAAIB accepts no liability for any 
actions by an individual to change their insurance plans without seeking professional advice.

Insurance Q&A with Trevor Jenkin

It may not be directly relevant at this time 
of year, but we deviate from our usual Q&A 
format this month to reach out and offer 
support to communities and particularly our 
members during bushfire season. Should 
you experience a bushfire loss and need to 
make an insurance claim, we’re available 
around the clock to help with claim lodge-
ments as well as offering professional risk 
management advice. We’ve prepared this at-
a-glance bushfire guide offering useful steps 
to help you, your family and your business: 

• Develop a bushfire plan; prepare an 

emergency kit; Keep a set of protective 
clothing on hand; Keep electronic and hard 
copies of all your important contact numbers 
including your local insurance broker; Under-
stand your insurance policy in terms of bush-
fire coverage; keep your policy up-to-date to 
reflect the value of your property; keep cur-
rent records of your contents.

• Follow these steps to minimise damage 
to your property or business: Clear property 
of dead trees and bushes and ensure you 
discard them properly; keep gutters, roof and 
downpipes clean; make sure smoke alarms 

are installed and working; have a water 
source established and working.

• After a bushfire: Return to your property 
only after emergency services have advised 
it’s safe to do so and immediately contact 
your local reliance partner.

We understand no one can ever be fully 
prepared for a bushfire, but hopefully this 
short guide has provided some useful infor-
mation and, rest assured, SSAA General 
Insurance Brokers have you covered. To 
discuss or for further information, call us on 
(08) 8332 0281 or visit 
ssaaib.com.au.

Two for the ages

BEN GREGORY’S INTERESTING article 
(Black Powder: Old, new and faux, Shooter, 
April 2021) reignited thoughts of a couple 
of old tins of powder I’ve owned for the 
better part of a century between them but 
remain unopened to this day. Currently 
paying more than $50 a kilo for Wano 
3F makes the $2.45 I paid for a pound of 
Curtis’s and Harvey’s in 1966 look like a 
bargain, though then earning $3000 a year 
puts it in perspective.

The old (probably more than 100 years) 
tin of Curtis’s and Harvey’s Diamond Grain 
No.4 is in pristine condition having been 
in its original brown paper outer wrapper 
until the past couple of years. I don’t know 
what the difference between my No.4 and 
Ben’s No.6 would be ballistically but being 
a collector/casual shooter, it’s just one of 
those things saved for later.

A shame to lose its originality but very 
tempting to shoot something of that age 
purely for the joy of having done so. Maybe 
one day. I load 44/40s with the Wano 
powder and have lots of fun putting them 
through my old Remington Rolling Block.

Best of all is rapid fire with my 1850s 
Adams 44 cal. double-action cap and ball 
revolver. The comparative accuracy of 
different powders is not a crucial issue - a 
British officer in the Crimean War reputedly 
killed five Russians in quick succession 

with his private purchase Adams, which he 
claimed wouldn’t have been possible with 
the Colt single action on issue.

Peter Gillott, NSW

From furball to feral

I WAS PROMPTED to write after revis-
iting an old Matthew Godson article enti-
tled One Crazy Cat (Shooter, April 2017) 
which took me back to the 1940s when 
World War Two had just ended. Our family 
of seven lived on the outskirts of town on 
a few acres adjacent a large piece of unde-
veloped Crown land. We shared our modest 
holding with a domesticated menagerie 
comprising two horses, two cows, a lamb, a 
couple of dogs, pet galah and, of course, the 
essential house cat - Beryl.

She never left home and certainly didn’t 
stray at night yet my faith and trust were 
shattered when I arose one morning to find 

her missing. Buoyed with youthful confi-
dence I was sure Beryl would return and, a 
few days later, the prodigal puss was back, 
looking considerably thinner. We fed her and 
thought that was the end of it but how wrong 
I was. Next morning, gone again, back the 
next day for more goodies.

Later that day I saw her slinking away so 
followed at a discreet distance until I saw her 
climbing a sawn-off box tree stump. Being 
considerably more agile in those days, I 
scaled the stump and looked into the hollow 
and there she was with four tiny bundles of 
fur. I carried them home and settled them 
into a comfortable box along with Beryl.

Next morning they were all gone - Beryl 
had made four trips in the night to the 
original stump and after my second day of 
bringing them home again only to have Beryl 
return them, I gave up. After about three 
weeks I returned to check on what were now 
four considerably larger balls of fur and in my 
attempts to pick them up they screeched, 
scratched and bit with razor sharp teeth, 
drawing blood from both hands.

In those few weeks the tiny balls of fur had 
turned feral so I had to agree with Matthew 
Godson’s thoughts on how easy it is for ferals 
to survive and thrive in the wild. While I 
admit to being a bit of a ‘softie’ where pets 
are concerned, I’ve no qualms when it comes 
to culling ferals of any description.

Russ Fisher, NSW

Send questions to: insurance@ssaains.com.au

https://www.ssaaib.com.au/
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Open Season WITH MATTHEW GODSON

T
he Senate’s Environment and 
Communications Reference 
Committee recently released 
their Impact of feral deer, pigs and 

goats on Australia report. It contains a 
list of recommendations which includes 
(but is not limited to) developing national 
priorities for data gathering, long-term 
funding to support pest management and 
national pest management coordinators, 
a review of the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act), a standalone Key Threatening 
Process listing for feral (wild) deer under 
the EPBC Act, for states to make changes 
to ensure wild deer are treated as pests, 
commit to eliminating deer populations 
from World Heritage Areas, supporting 
commercial harvesting of deer and imple-
menting and updating Model Codes of 
Practice for humane control of pests.

In Chapter 4 of the report: Effectiveness 
of control and containment tools and meth-
ods is a specific section relating to the role 
of recreational hunting in managing pest 
animals. The subheadings for this section 
outline the usual commentary we’re used 
to hearing from the mouths of The Greens 
and antis. For interest, the final committee 
was made up of three Greens (including the 
chair), four Labor and two Liberal senators. 
Those subheadings include: Not an effec-
tive control measure; Competing interests; 
Differences between recreational hunters 

and professional shooters; Poor behaviour of 
recreational hunters; Translocation of feral 
animals; and Contribution of recreational 
hunting to control programs.

To my mind this section symbolises an 
unfair down-play of recreational hunters. 
Why on earth were the RSPCA and Animal 
Liberation (and other like-minded hunt-hat-
ing organisations) able to provide substan-
tially more commentary than those repre-
senting actual hunting organisations when 
discussing recreational hunting? The SSAA 
submission was fleetingly quoted and we 
weren’t invited to comment at any of the 
hearings. It seems the invites to hearings 
were only sent out to those friendly with 
The Greens or who shared their views.

The general theme throughout the 
report is that hunters only shot a few ani-
mals here and there and that was simply 
not pest management. What was missed 
- or should I say ignored - is the fact that 
recreational hunters have different motiva-
tions, something which can provide vastly 
different results in the context of pest 
management. They briefly acknowledged 
this point in one sentence quoted from 
our submission but, rather than make it a 
key point, it was instead buried under all 
the anti-hunting propaganda surrounding 
it. Hunters with a pest management focus 
who actually cull pests should have been 
front and centre in the discussion, not 
those who hunt to fill the freezer.

The RSPCA claims “recreational hunting 
is not effective” and it “does not consider 
recreational hunting to be justified, effec-
tive, sustainable or a humane approach to 
managing deer” along with other drivel. 
The RSPCA would also be one of a number 
of organisations wanting the ‘game’ status 
of deer removed, an issue which keeps 
popping up in submissions and commen-
tary when discussing deer management. 
Game status isn’t about deer protection 
but the management of hunting and with 
this management comes harvest data from 
hunters. In South Australia and Queensland 
where deer are classified as a pest, there’s 
virtually no data available on how many 
are being shot by hunters. No data equals 
no evidence which certainly leads to views 
that hunting isn’t effective. 

In Victoria, harvest estimates for 2019 
showed hunters shot around 200,000 deer - a 
43 per cent increase on the previous year 
- and I haven’t seen a ‘professional’ deer con-
trol program account for that many deer in 
Australia ever. Although it’s not just a num-
bers game (impact prevention is often the 
aim) this does suggest to me that if agencies 
worked with hunters and empowered them 
to spend more days hunting, then recre-
ational hunting could be easily 
established as a more effective 
pest control tool.

Report keeps pot boiling on Greens’ and RSPCA anti-hunting agenda

Send questions to:  
wildlife@ssaa.org.au
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NOW PROWLING THE
AUSTRALIAN LANDSCAPE

Unleash the Wolf. The LUPO is Benelli’s first 
bolt-action rifle. Sub-MOA accuracy, advanced 
ergonomics, and shooting comfort have been 
carefully engineered into this chassis-style 
hunting rifle that allows for exclusive fit and 
customization out of the box. With Benelli's 
exclusive B.E.S.T treatment, Lupo is the first 
rifle to have a 25 year corrosion warranty* SLEEK. AGILE. FIERCE.

$2599.00 RRPProudly distributed by

https://berettaaustralia.com.au/
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Bushcraft & Survival WITH PETER BINDON

R
egular readers of this column 
will know I rarely discuss food 
when considering the necessities 
for human survival. However, I 

decided to let you in on what I do for an 
all-day hunt after reading news reports of 
how some people had survived in extraor-
dinary circumstances - there were a few 
instances where availability of a small 
amount of nourishing and psychologically 
satisfying food had played a positive part in 
their survival.

I decided food should be discussed from 
the perspective of a disoriented or delayed 
hunter. I guess one reason I’ve more or less 
ignored the food segment in survival neces-
sities - which differ from regular necessities 
of life by the addition of Signals to Water, 
Warmth, Food and Shelter - is that most 
events which devolve into a survival situa-
tion in Australia rarely last more than two 
or three days because of our rather excep-
tional search and rescue organisations. 
These selfless groups are generally on the 
spot, assisting police and other responsible 
groups following first notification of persons 
being lost or in difficulties.

A more personal reason for ignoring the 
food topic are constant reminders from the 
person in charge of shopping that I’m carry-
ing an excess of supplies which I’ve already 

consumed and have enough fat reserves to 
live on for some time! And while that may 
be so, I do look forward to the colder months 
as I can smuggle a so-called ‘healthy’ bar 
stuffed with chewy nuts and chocolate into 
the pocket of my hunting jacket, without it 
becoming a gooey mass that’s impossible to 
conceal from you know who.

Although I’m not allowed to take charge 
of the shopping card, I occasionally make a 
clandestine visit to the supermarket where 
the range of ready-packaged nut and fruit 
mix bars they carry is astounding. At one 
time these were made by combining sepa-
rate ingredients during a surreptitious visit 
to the kitchen, now there are more of the 
snack-sized bars of fruit and nut combina-
tions than you can poke a stick at. I’ve even 
encountered some snacks in a copy-cat 
supermarket not known for brands other 
than its ‘in-house’ varieties.

The delight of the huge range of these 
bars is there are plenty that avoid chocolate, 
which we know is difficult to handle in hot 
weather. Some bars don’t include this ingre-
dient at all while others substitute another 
sweet treat. Back in the home-made days 
I used to find all the things I wanted to 
include in my snacks in the supermarket’s 
‘baking needs’ aisle, although Smarties had 
to be found elsewhere.

These sugar-coated choc bites seem 
to have morphed into something called 
M&Ms but, even in their new disguise, 
still have the benefit of being sugar-coated 
so in hot weather they don’t melt in your 
scroggin (or ‘trail-mix’ as the Americans 
call it). While the bars are conveniently 
individually wrapped, nut and fruit mix-
tures come in bags or plastic tubs which 
need to be re-packaged if you’re bound for 
a stalk where crackling plastic wrappers 
will disturb your prey.

Except for a handful of teabags, there’s 
only one other item I bother with even for 
an overnight stay. These slightly more sub-
stantial snacks are the ‘cup-a-soup’ products 
which can be taken out their boxes and 
packed flat in a pocket if they don’t fit down 
between your water bottle and its cover. I 
take them out the regular packaging and put 
the contents in a Zip-Lok plastic sandwich 
bag along with a couple of tablespoonfuls of 
powdered milk. This ready-made concoction 
needs only the addition of hot water boiled in 
my tin mug to become a satisfying snack.

A few suggestions in the event of snack attack

True Class 5 Hearing Protec�on

Agents throughout Australia 
& New Zealand

Ph: (07) 3820 2533  -   Email: info@earmold.com.au

True custom made shooters hearing 
protec�on. Custom made on the spot & 
ready the same day. Ul�mate in comfort & 
highest rated protec�on with up to 40.5dB 
reduc�on at 4000Hz. Removes background 
noise & the crack from the shot while s�ll 
having situa�onal
awareness. 

         CENS Digital custom  
      electronic hearing  
                    protec�on. Amplifies     
               the sounds around you 
and cuts off when sound is 
detected above 81dB then sound 
returns when it’s clear & safe. Up 
to 5 different modes for all 
disciplines of shoo�ng 
plus wireless 
communica�ons. 

www.earmold.com.au

https://earmold.com.au/
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WINCHESTER

https://www.winchesteraustralia.com.au/
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Clay Target Q&A WITH RUSSELL MARK

Questions to: Russell@GoShooting.com.au

Q I have a Beretta 680 shotgun in 
its original condition, handed 
down from my father who 

received it from his father along with the 
original gun case and I’d consider the fire-
arm to be in mint condition. The problem I 
have is I don’t quite look down the centre of 
the barrel when I mount it to my shoulder 
and several people have told me it needs 
some cast added to the stock.

The options I’ve been given are to shave 
some wood off the side of the stock so my 
eye becomes aligned or have an adjustable 
comb added to the stock and simply push 
the comb to the right, though I really don’t 
fancy either of those options as I’d like to 
leave the stock in its original condition. 
I’ve now been told the stock could be ‘bent’ 
to the right by applying some heat to the 
wood near the pistol grip. What would your 
advice be, is the third option viable?
Marty Douglas, NSW

A I understand your attachment to 
the family heirloom but a shotgun 
is useless unless it shoots straight. 

I’ll make the assumption the problem is 
not in your technique and the gun actually 
does need cast added. Cast to the right for 
a right-handed shotgun as you’ve described 
is called ‘cast off’ and cast added for a left-
handed shooter is ‘cast-on’.

If it was my gun I’d have an original 
Beretta adjustable comb added to the stock. 
It might ruin the classic look you want but 
will make the firearm far more functional 
and, if you in turn want to pass the shotgun 
to another family member in future, the 
necessary adjustments can be made with 
the adjustable comb to make the gun shoot 
perfectly straight.

I suggest an original Beretta adjustable 
comb as these have the added bonus of not 
only adjusting the stock up and down and 
left or right, but also the amount of ‘drop’ 
or angle from front to back of the comb 
can be adjusted (many cheaper after-
market adjustable combs don’t have this 
important feature).

Option one has some credence only 
because you need more cast and thinning 
out the comb by shaving some wood off the 
side will indeed move your eye to the right 
and hopefully down the centre of the barrel. 
Any decent gunsmith with woodworking 
experience will be able to replicate the 
original finish on the stock so the appear-
ance won’t change. My only concern here 
would be just how much wood would have 
to be taken off the side of the comb - if it’s 
too much the comb will appear thin and may 
even start to recoil on to your face so be 
careful with this.

Your third option of ‘bending’ the stock 
with heat is the worst one. While stocks 
can indeed be bent by applying heat or 
hot oil around the pistol grip they can also 
bend back, break or damage the finish of 
the stock. Bending a stock accurately to 
obtain an exact cast measurement at the 
comb is an art, but it’s also changing the 
cast measurement at the heel which will 
push the shotgun further out on to your 
shoulder which may cause other issues. 
I’ve seen stocks bent but have never been 
a big fan of this technique as I like stock 
dimensions to be far more accurate than 
this procedure allows.
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the stock doesn’t fit you perfectly, you may 
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TOP SHOTS
Got a question - ask our ?• John Dunn • Paul Miller • Greg Riemer • Geoff Smith • Barry Wilmot             • Rod Pascoe                                   email: edit@ssaa.org.au

Q My RCBS R87006 rotary case 
cleaner which I bought from 
Cleaver Firearms two years ago 

has given up the ghost. The driving gear 
appears to have stripped (see photo). Can 
you suggest what I should do?
Jan, via email

A Your photo does indeed show the 
driving gear is badly worn down and 
sadly this part doesn’t appear as a 

‘spare’ in US product catalogues. RCBS, 
however, is an old established company 
making high quality reloading products and 
their reputation is second to none. On your 
behalf I contacted Australian agents Nioa 
who recommend you return it to Cleavers 
who will forward it to them for warranty 
assessment. From previous experience, 
RCBS should see you right.
Geoff Smith

Q I was wondering if it’s possible to 
exceed the maximum loads shown 
in several reloading manuals for 

the 6.5 x 55 cartridge? It looks like the 
loads given are to accommodate a Mauser 
96 action and I was wondering if a modern 
action would be stronger and tolerate a 
heavier load. Of course, there may be other 
factors I haven’t considered.
Ken Kliese, via email

A You’re quite right in assuming 
that because the 6.5 x 55 cartridge 
was originally designed for the 

Mauser 1896 rifle in Sweden and the Krag-
Jorgensen M1894 rifle in Norway, that 
heavier loads could be used in later-model, 
stronger bolt-action firearms. Figures 
shown in the ADI Handloaders’ Guide spec-
ifies loads for the 6.5 x 55 developing about 
a maximum of 45,000psi of breech pressure 
whereas most modern, strong bolt-actions 
can handle about 60,000psi.
Barry Wilmot

Q I own a Remington Model 7 heavy 
barrel in 223 Rem which has a 
20" barrel (I use the rifle on foxes 

while spotlighting from a vehicle). I also 
own a Remington 700 VLS in 223 Rem 
with a 26" barrel which I’m considering 
having shortened to 20" to make for easier 
handling in the cabin of my vehicle.

I’ve never felt handicapped by the 20" 
barrel on my Model 7 with 300-yard shots 
easily achieved, so would very much appreci-
ate your views and thoughts on the shorten-
ing of the barrel of my Remington 700, bear-
ing in mind 99 per cent of its use would be 
spotlighting from a vehicle. If you think 20" 
is too short, what length do you feel would 
be appropriate? Thank you and congratula-
tions on a fine and informative magazine.
Ian Cameron, via email

AWhen you look at the numbers in 
the.223 ballistic tables, most are 
based on a test barrel length of 24". 

That said, the original 5.6x45mm NATO 
cartridge was designed to be used in a 20" 
barrel, notably in the AR15 platform which 
first saw military use during the Vietnam 
War in the 1960s. By chopping 6" off the 
barrel of your Remington 700 you could 
expect a reduction in velocity of around 
25fps per inch. In a cartridge like the .223 
that’s not going to change the trajectory 
too much or affect terminal performance 
on animals such as foxes, provided you’re 
using good quality projectiles matched to 
the barrel twist to start with.

Similarly, shortening is unlikely to affect 
accuracy and in fact may well improve 
given a shorter, stiffer barrel generally 
produces more consistent harmonics 
when the rifle is fired. Point of impact will 
change but the nodal point for the barrel 
will be easier to find, assuming you’re  
handloading your own cartridges.

A shorter barrel will require a faster 
powder and, once again, good quality pro-
jectiles are essential to obtain the best from 
the cartridge, especially at ranges beyond 
200m where the structure of the bullet is 
critical to performance. Premium bullets 

Q Several of my friends and I would 
like to try mental rehearsal with 
our clay target Skeet shooting. Is 

this a worthwhile exercise and can it really 
improve your scores?
Michael, Qld

A Great question. You guys must 
have been looking online or reading 
about mental rehearsal, a pretty 

sophisticated technique which allows you to 
practise by imagining shooting clay targets 
as opposed to actually shooting them.

such as all-copper Outer Edge projectiles 
are a good choice. At the end of the day it’s 
your rifle and cutting the barrel back to suit 
your perceived needs is unlikely to change 
the way it performs.
John Dunn
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Q I recently acquired a cannon 
from my stepfather’s estate 
and am going through the 

process of having it registered to me. 
It’s a Jukar 70 cal. made in Spain and I’d 
like to know the history and value of these 
cannons. Also, what would be the best 
way to clean it and prevent surface 
rust.
Andrew, via email

AWhat you have is about a one-sixth 
scale model of a Civil War-era 
cannon made, as you say, by Jukar. 

This company specialised in faithful repro-
ductions of period firearms for collectors and 
enthusiasts and they were made to be fully 
functional, allowing for target shooting and 
historical re-enactments.

I say Civil War-era, however this style of 
cannon was also widely used over almost a 
40-year period from about the 1850s and in 
Europe is also referred to as being of Napo-
leonic era. Your model was made in the 
1970s or ’80s and is unfortunately missing 
many of the accoutrements such as ram-rod 
and cleaning brushes, rope, wheel chock 
and water bucket. Your photo depicts where 
such accessories along with a metal name 
plate was once attached.

Thousands were made, many have sur-
vived and I’d suggest their biggest market 
was probably in the US where they’d have 

been used in Civil War celebrations and re-
enactments, firing both live and blank loads. 
In Australia, I believe they cost around the 
$800 mark in the 1970s and in good order 
might bring between $700 to $1000 today 
at auction. Nothing too abrasive for clean-
ing is recommended. Some fine wire/steel 
wool and a squirt of G96 is good for the rusty 
parts and try fine wire wool with thinned 
linseed for the wooden bits.
Rod Pascoe

Some years ago a study was carried out 
in the US with three pro basketball teams 
around shooting goals. The first group was 
asked to double their physical practice time 
in shooting hoops for a week, the second 
to triple their time and the third group told 
not to shoot hoops but rather spend time 
on the goal line imagining they were doing 
so. At week’s end they were all given a test 
to see who was best. Now you’d assume 
the best average was achieved by the team 
which practised longest but in fact the guys 
who spent the week mentally rehearsing 
actually had the highest average.

To achieve this happy state in our sport 
you must learn to imagine all the actions 
which make up shooting - in your case 
Skeet - and mentally rehearse the sight 
pictures of targets, lead required and seeing 
them all being hit right in the middle. It’s 
a bit like re-running a movie in your head 
and you can even make it part of your pre-
shot routine in a matter of seconds at each 
shooting station. It’s a powerful tool indeed 
and people keen to improve their scores 
and who practise mentally as well as physi-
cally invariably do improve. Well done to 
you and your mates for having the passion 
and determination to improve your scores 
and look into the psychology surround-
ing clay target shooting and mental 
rehearsal.
Paul Miller
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 MONTHLY PRIZES! EXCLUSIVE 

WEB DEALS! SUBSCRIBE AND BE 
FIRST TO SEE THE SPECIALS!

NIGHT TECH Thermal Rifle Scope
With pic rail interface
Available in:
MS-19, 2.5-5x, 256x192 HD NEW $1549
MS-30, 1.5-6x, 1280x960 HD NEW $3490
MS-42, 2-8x, 1280x960 HD NEW $3990

NIGHT TECH 
Stealth Series
XD Mini II, 1.25x-2.5x
Thermal Monocular NEW $859

NIGHT TECH Stealth Series
XD II Thermal Monocular
Available in:
XD35 2.5-10x, 384x288 NEW $2299
XD50 3.5-14x, 384x288 NEW $2749
XD 50 Pro 2-8x, 640x512 NEW $3899
XD 65 Pro 3-x12x, 640x512 NEW $4399

RED SHIELD Firearm Safes
Internal lights, digital lock with key override
Available in:
RS8 8 Rifle 365x365x1500 NEW $449
RS12 12 Rifle 550x365x1500 NEW $549
RS16 16 Rifle 550x550x1500 NEW $649

BROWNING 
Training & Practice

38 Special, 130gr, FMJ, ammo
SPECIAL $37.90 /per 100

$379 /per 1000

FEDERAL 
Syntec Bulk Range
9mm, 115gr, 
Poly Coated Ammo
SPECIAL $99 /per 200

GECO 
Range Copper Wash

9mm, 124gr, LRN Copper Wash
SPECIAL $45 /per 100

$450 /per 1000

PPU 
Defense Line
9mm, 124gr, SJHP Ammo
SPECIAL $195 /per 500
$390 /per 1000

REMINGTON 
UMC

38 Special, 125gr, JHP Ammo
SPECIAL $27.50 /per 50

$275 /per 500

REMINGTON 
UMC

9mm, 115gr, JHP Ammo
SPECIAL $25.50 /per 50

$255 /per 500

SIERRA Super Roo
22cal, 55gr, soft point projectiles
SPECIAL $185 /per 1000

IBI  Match Grade Stainless Steel 27" Barrels
Available in:
MEDIUM HUNTER Profile
223 1 in 8" or 1 in 12"
6mm 1 in 8" - 6.5 1 in 8"
7mm 1 in 8.5" - 30cal 1 in 10"
NEW $399

REMINGTON VARMINT Profile
223rem 1 in 7"
223 1 in 8" or 1 in 12"
6mm 1 in 8" - 6.5 1 in 8"
7mm 1 in 8.5" - 30cal 1 in 10"
NEW $399

HEAVY VARMINT Profile
223 1 in 8" or 1 in 12"
6mm 1 in 8" - 6.5 1 in 8"
7mm 1 in 8.5" - 30cal 1 in 10"
NEW $399

BULL-MANN 1.25"
Straight Through Profile
223 1 in 8" or 1 in 12"
30cal 1 in 10"
NEW $399

IBI  Match Stainless Steel
MTU Profile carbon fiber barrel with 
threaded muzzle & cap
22" length or 26" length
Available in:
223 1 in 8" or 1 in 12"
6mm 1 in 8" - 6.5 1 in 8"
7mm 1 in 8.5" - 30cal 1 in 10"
NEW $999

RIDGELINE Gun Cleaning Vice
SPECIAL NEW $72.90

CZ 
TS2 Black 
9mm 10 shot, 
134mm barrel, 
cased with three mags
NEW $2639

CZ 
TS2 Racing Green 
9mm 10 shot, 
134mm barrel, 
cased with three mags
NEW $3099

RUGER Charger Take Down
9mm, 10 shot, 6.5” barrel, threaded muzzle

SPECIAL NEW $1199

ARMSCOR 
38 Special
Unprimed Brass
SPECIAL $110 /per 500
$399 /per 2000

PPU Unprimed Brass
Available in:

223rem 
SPECIAL $34.90 /per 100

308win 
SPECIAL $49.90 /per 100

30/06 
SPECIAL $64.90 /per 100

9mm 
SPECIAL $23.90 /per 100

POINTER WS500 Tactical
12 Gauge, 4+1 shot, 20" barrel with 
tactical choke, pic rail, ghost ring sights, 
OD Green cerakote receiver, pistol grip 
stock with adj cheek
SPECIAL NEW $585

MARLIN 
1894CST 357mag 8 shot

16.5" Threaded barrel, stainless steel, 
black stock & forend, big loop lever, 

skinner peep sights
SPECIAL NEW $1799

MARLIN 
1894 Dark Series

357mag or 44mag
16.5" Threaded barrel, black stock & 

forend, xs ghost ring sights & full length rail
SPECIAL NEW $1990

MARLIN 336 PINK
30-30, 6 Shot, 20" barrel, 

pink with black web stock & forend
SPECIAL NEW $1299

MIROKU 
MK70 Game Gun Sporter

12 Gauge, 30" barrels, ejectors, 
recoil pad, 3x chokes, checkered walnut 

stock & forend
SPECIAL NEW $1545

SULUN 
TAC-12 Field 12 Gauge

7 shot, straight pull, category A, adjustable 
stock, pic rail, ghost ring sights

Available in: Black or FDE
NEW $1249

POINTER ST1000 Sporting
12 Gauge, 4+1 shot, 28" barrel, straight 

pull, category A, synthetic stock & forend
SPECIAL NEW $609

SMITH & WESSON 
178038

Pro series, 357mag, 7 shot
5" Barrel, stainless steel
SPECIAL NEW $1490

ADLER B220PG 12 Gauge 
7 Shot, straight pull action category a

Pistol grip stock, 20" barrel
NEW $569

ADLER B220AW 12 Gauge 
7 Shot, straight pull action category A

All weather cerakoted finish
Synthetic stock & forend, 20" bbl

NEW $619

ADLER 
B230T Tac 

12 Gauge, 5 shot, detachable magazine, 
straight pull action category A, pistol grip, 

20" barrel, black finish
NEW $719

ADLER
 B230FDE Tac 

12 Gauge, 5 shot, detachable magazine, 
straight pull action category A, pistol grip, 

20" barrel, FDE finish
NEW $729

YILDIZ SPZ ME Sporter
Ejectors, engraved action, selected walnut 
stock & forend, recoil pad, single selective 
trigger.
Available in:
12 Gauge 28" Barrels
12 Gauge 30" Barrels
28 Gauge 28" Barrels
20 Gauge 28" Barrels
20 Gauge 30" Barrels
410 Gauge 28" Barrels
SPECIAL NEW $845

BOITO Miura Sporter
12 Gauge, ejectors, 30" barrels, walnut 

stock & forend, fixed chokes
SPECIAL NEW $629

https://www.cleaverfirearms.com/


Australian Shooter   17 

ABN
: 94 072 207 935

27 Beaconsfield St, Margate, Qld 4019
Ph: 07 3883 1733   Fax: 07 3284 6611
Mobile: 0419 644 269

www.cleaverfirearms.com

cleaverfirearms.com
 MONTHLY PRIZES! EXCLUSIVE 

WEB DEALS! SUBSCRIBE AND BE 
FIRST TO SEE THE SPECIALS!

NIGHT TECH Thermal Rifle Scope
With pic rail interface
Available in:
MS-19, 2.5-5x, 256x192 HD NEW $1549
MS-30, 1.5-6x, 1280x960 HD NEW $3490
MS-42, 2-8x, 1280x960 HD NEW $3990

NIGHT TECH 
Stealth Series
XD Mini II, 1.25x-2.5x
Thermal Monocular NEW $859

NIGHT TECH Stealth Series
XD II Thermal Monocular
Available in:
XD35 2.5-10x, 384x288 NEW $2299
XD50 3.5-14x, 384x288 NEW $2749
XD 50 Pro 2-8x, 640x512 NEW $3899
XD 65 Pro 3-x12x, 640x512 NEW $4399

RED SHIELD Firearm Safes
Internal lights, digital lock with key override
Available in:
RS8 8 Rifle 365x365x1500 NEW $449
RS12 12 Rifle 550x365x1500 NEW $549
RS16 16 Rifle 550x550x1500 NEW $649

BROWNING 
Training & Practice

38 Special, 130gr, FMJ, ammo
SPECIAL $37.90 /per 100

$379 /per 1000

FEDERAL 
Syntec Bulk Range
9mm, 115gr, 
Poly Coated Ammo
SPECIAL $99 /per 200

GECO 
Range Copper Wash

9mm, 124gr, LRN Copper Wash
SPECIAL $45 /per 100

$450 /per 1000

PPU 
Defense Line
9mm, 124gr, SJHP Ammo
SPECIAL $195 /per 500
$390 /per 1000

REMINGTON 
UMC

38 Special, 125gr, JHP Ammo
SPECIAL $27.50 /per 50

$275 /per 500

REMINGTON 
UMC

9mm, 115gr, JHP Ammo
SPECIAL $25.50 /per 50

$255 /per 500

SIERRA Super Roo
22cal, 55gr, soft point projectiles
SPECIAL $185 /per 1000

IBI  Match Grade Stainless Steel 27" Barrels
Available in:
MEDIUM HUNTER Profile
223 1 in 8" or 1 in 12"
6mm 1 in 8" - 6.5 1 in 8"
7mm 1 in 8.5" - 30cal 1 in 10"
NEW $399

REMINGTON VARMINT Profile
223rem 1 in 7"
223 1 in 8" or 1 in 12"
6mm 1 in 8" - 6.5 1 in 8"
7mm 1 in 8.5" - 30cal 1 in 10"
NEW $399

HEAVY VARMINT Profile
223 1 in 8" or 1 in 12"
6mm 1 in 8" - 6.5 1 in 8"
7mm 1 in 8.5" - 30cal 1 in 10"
NEW $399

BULL-MANN 1.25"
Straight Through Profile
223 1 in 8" or 1 in 12"
30cal 1 in 10"
NEW $399

IBI  Match Stainless Steel
MTU Profile carbon fiber barrel with 
threaded muzzle & cap
22" length or 26" length
Available in:
223 1 in 8" or 1 in 12"
6mm 1 in 8" - 6.5 1 in 8"
7mm 1 in 8.5" - 30cal 1 in 10"
NEW $999

RIDGELINE Gun Cleaning Vice
SPECIAL NEW $72.90

CZ 
TS2 Black 
9mm 10 shot, 
134mm barrel, 
cased with three mags
NEW $2639

CZ 
TS2 Racing Green 
9mm 10 shot, 
134mm barrel, 
cased with three mags
NEW $3099

RUGER Charger Take Down
9mm, 10 shot, 6.5” barrel, threaded muzzle

SPECIAL NEW $1199

ARMSCOR 
38 Special
Unprimed Brass
SPECIAL $110 /per 500
$399 /per 2000

PPU Unprimed Brass
Available in:

223rem 
SPECIAL $34.90 /per 100

308win 
SPECIAL $49.90 /per 100

30/06 
SPECIAL $64.90 /per 100

9mm 
SPECIAL $23.90 /per 100

POINTER WS500 Tactical
12 Gauge, 4+1 shot, 20" barrel with 
tactical choke, pic rail, ghost ring sights, 
OD Green cerakote receiver, pistol grip 
stock with adj cheek
SPECIAL NEW $585

MARLIN 
1894CST 357mag 8 shot

16.5" Threaded barrel, stainless steel, 
black stock & forend, big loop lever, 

skinner peep sights
SPECIAL NEW $1799

MARLIN 
1894 Dark Series

357mag or 44mag
16.5" Threaded barrel, black stock & 

forend, xs ghost ring sights & full length rail
SPECIAL NEW $1990

MARLIN 336 PINK
30-30, 6 Shot, 20" barrel, 

pink with black web stock & forend
SPECIAL NEW $1299

MIROKU 
MK70 Game Gun Sporter

12 Gauge, 30" barrels, ejectors, 
recoil pad, 3x chokes, checkered walnut 

stock & forend
SPECIAL NEW $1545

SULUN 
TAC-12 Field 12 Gauge

7 shot, straight pull, category A, adjustable 
stock, pic rail, ghost ring sights

Available in: Black or FDE
NEW $1249

POINTER ST1000 Sporting
12 Gauge, 4+1 shot, 28" barrel, straight 

pull, category A, synthetic stock & forend
SPECIAL NEW $609

SMITH & WESSON 
178038

Pro series, 357mag, 7 shot
5" Barrel, stainless steel
SPECIAL NEW $1490

ADLER B220PG 12 Gauge 
7 Shot, straight pull action category a

Pistol grip stock, 20" barrel
NEW $569

ADLER B220AW 12 Gauge 
7 Shot, straight pull action category A

All weather cerakoted finish
Synthetic stock & forend, 20" bbl

NEW $619

ADLER 
B230T Tac 

12 Gauge, 5 shot, detachable magazine, 
straight pull action category A, pistol grip, 

20" barrel, black finish
NEW $719

ADLER
 B230FDE Tac 

12 Gauge, 5 shot, detachable magazine, 
straight pull action category A, pistol grip, 

20" barrel, FDE finish
NEW $729

YILDIZ SPZ ME Sporter
Ejectors, engraved action, selected walnut 
stock & forend, recoil pad, single selective 
trigger.
Available in:
12 Gauge 28" Barrels
12 Gauge 30" Barrels
28 Gauge 28" Barrels
20 Gauge 28" Barrels
20 Gauge 30" Barrels
410 Gauge 28" Barrels
SPECIAL NEW $845

BOITO Miura Sporter
12 Gauge, ejectors, 30" barrels, walnut 

stock & forend, fixed chokes
SPECIAL NEW $629

https://www.cleaverfirearms.com/


18   Australian Shooter

W hen rabbits on a property 
are in numbers and hardly 
disturbed, they tend to feed 
into open spaces further from 

their burrows or place of sanctuary which 
makes bagging a few a relatively easy task. 
But when subjected to constant shooting 
and they appear absent from the area alto-
gether - even though signs of their pres-
ence suggests otherwise - taking the odd 
one or two can become quite a mission.

Nature can also play a hand in their 
numbers when considering the breeding 
cycle, and duration of animals and birds is 
often determined by good rain and subse-
quent abundant growth. In dry or drought 
conditions propagation is delayed with 
numbers diminishing under the adverse 
conditions. Then there are times when 
rabbit numbers rapidly decrease or perish 
overnight as a result of man’s eradication 
measures and hunters with an appreciation 
of these occurrences will understand and 
adjust their expectations accordingly.

On being invited to a property where 
rabbits were supposedly ‘shot out’ I still 
welcomed the opportunity, as past experi-
ence has taught me that what you’re told or 

hear in such situations may not always be 
entirely as perceived. Some shooters can 
become complacent and lose interest when 
rabbits aren’t sighted as soon as the farm 
gate opens or it involves negotiating tricky 
terrain, but to others the challenge and 
opportunity to come home with even one or 
two is worth the effort. 

Knowing where to look, how and when 
to hunt and putting in those extra yards 
such as walking to more remote sections 
of a property, hunting the upper regions 
of hilly slopes, making the effort to crest 
one more hill just when you thought there 
couldn’t be anything there and other 
similar examples can surprisingly yield 
results when you least expect them.

Game adaptation 
When pressured, creatures and game such 
as wild pigs, deer and the like (including the 
humble rabbit) will be driven by survival 
instincts to retreat to safer, more remote 
and inaccessible areas to avoid capture. 
This may include altering feeding habits to 
after daylight hours and returning to their 
resting place before first light.

Where an area is also constantly 
frequented by shooters, rabbits can 
become super-sensitive to human pres-
ence and activity. The sight of a person, 
sound of a vehicle engine or blast of a 
firearm will often send them scurrying 
for cover from afar and, in such instances, 
parking the vehicle a suitable distance 

Rabbit hunting: 
Change with the times
Sam Garro

Rabbits in idyllic conditions just outside the blackberry thickets.

Blackberry stands and bush - the rabbits’ 
sanctuary and protection from predators.Rabbits resting in shady undergrowth.
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from the hunting area and avoiding any 
unnecessary talking or noise while on 
foot is best. In some cases, providing the 
owner is agreeable, spotlighting at night 
may prove a favourable option.

Likely rabbit haunts 
The rabbit, a distant cousin of the rodent 
family, will pretty well establish itself 
anywhere it has access to feed, shelter 
from the elements and protection from 
predators. Likely places can range from 
heaped logs or brush, rocky outcrops, 
sections of dense fern bracken and tangled 
bushes to stacked hay bales and disused 
farm buildings. Familiarising yourself with 
the property hunted and location of such 
features should reveal their whereabouts 
- fresh droppings, diggings or scraps, used 
burrows, tracks in the grass and fur caught 
on low strands of barbed wire being some 
of the indicators.

Concentrated activity 
On one particular property, clusters of 
active burrows were concentrated along 
the outskirts of a line of high blackberry 
bushes which flourished tall and green 

near a rippling creek at the base of a 
stretch of hills and shallow depressions. 
The spiky, tangled growth through which 
the furry critters could easily manoeuvre 
and exit provided the ideal habitat and 
protection from predators.

Local knowledge is invaluable. The 
property owner had observed rabbit 
activity at the former old homestead under 
a large overhanging pine tree, now essen-
tially a pile of collapsed timber boards. 
While the ground beneath was riddled with 

Remnants of the old homestead, the ground riddled with old 
rabbit burrows among strewn timber planks.

Rabbits darting for the safety of blackberry thickets.
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warrens, the signs were old and it was 
only when the area was walked over it was 
found rabbits were all emerging from adja-
cent blackberry thickets.

When to hunt
Something I learned early in my hunting 
years is rabbits, similar to other creatures, 
have an inbuilt sense of timing linked to 
their feeding habits. On one particular 
summer afternoon hunt with my father, 
when the heat would have deterred most 
and the yellow grass was knee high, we 
climbed a fairly steep hill to reach a plateau 
strewn with patches of bracken fern, in the 
past a proven rabbit haven.

Yet on this occasion, despite extensive 
stalking among bracken ferns and kicking 
the tangled bushes to flush out any poten-
tial rabbits, not one was sighted. Then as 
we started back to the car empty-handed 
and dejected with an hour or two of 
daylight remaining, one rabbit unexpect-
edly appeared in close then another and, 
before long, as if on cue the rest started to 
pop out of the burrows like mushrooms. 
I looked on in disbelief and in less than 
an hour had accounted for 13 fully grown 
rabbits - all we could carry.

Another time in a different location, two 
hunters and their dog were returning from 
a hunt in the hills about 4pm with two 
rabbits for their efforts as I was heading 
into roughly the same area. In an hour 
or so, on my own, I bagged five to prove 
timing can be everything.

Stalking approach 
Having consideration for the skittish 
nature of rabbits in the area, on my next 
trip I ventured out around 5pm and with 
the slight breeze in my favour I slowly and 
quietly stalked around the tall stands of 
blackberry bushes, pausing periodically and 
taking time to scan the open clearances 
through Steiner 8x32 binoculars. A couple 
of half-grown rabbits I hadn’t spotted in the 
tall yellow grass scattered within feet of my 

approach and, knowing they were out and 
about, I took even greater care, sticking 
close to the blackberry bushes and looking 
for the slightest movement or shape that 
appeared out of place.

Soon after I was rewarded by the sight 
of rabbits, some young and others more 
mature, either resting under the shade 
of overhanging branches or sitting on the 
edge of their burrows. The camera came 
out to take some great snaps in the idyllic 

Sam lines up a rabbit in a depression using an Atac Pro 
Shooting Hunter Trigger Tripod Stick from Xhunter.

Another rabbit bagged by Sam.

Rabbit hunting: Change with the times



https://spika.com.au/


22   Australian Shooter

Rabbit hunting: Change with the times

This one was almost lost down a burrow until a puff 
of dust from its kicking feet gave its position away.

surroundings before moving on to bag a 
few. Part of my overall hunting enjoyment 
has always been to photograph game and 
wildlife, not just for my own appreciation 
and reflection but to demonstrate that as 
hunters we value and respect the animals 
we harvest and wildlife we encounter.

Successful outcome
That afternoon session ended with five 
head-shot rabbits using my trusty Brno 2 
.22LR rifle. The last one taken was only 
visible by its protruding head outside 
one of several burrows on a slight mound 
and I almost lost it when it fell in, the 
slightest puff of dust from its kicking feet 
giving its position away. For all my experi-
ence I also frustratingly missed three or 
four easy shots for lack of a handy rest 
like a fence post or tree limb and hurried 
shots from excitement, the latter being 
one which never seems to diminish. A 
12-gauge shotgun with 6 or even 7-shot 
at such close quarters would have done 
the job admirably but the quieter 22LR is 
preferred for better meat retrieval.

Next outing
To further improve my chances of scoring 
rabbits among blackberry bushes and 
dense growth I decided to invest in a 
couple of hunting aids, one being a ghillie 

suit for camouflage to conceal and break up 
the human bodyline and face and, impor-
tantly, the eyes as far as possible because 
creatures small or large can become 
acutely aware and perceive a threat by a 
human or predator’s gaze.

Also from Xhunter, an Atac Pro Shooting 
Hunting Trigger Tripod Stick, among 
other similar shooting stick brands consid-
ered, mainly for its practical and versa-
tile handling. The convenient hand-pull 
trigger allows for quick extension and 
adjustment of the legs for setting up in a 
kneeling, sitting or standing position and 
also provides greater rifle rest stability 
compared to the monopods and bipods I’ve 
used previously. These additional aids along 
with the knowledge and experience gained 
from the previous two outings proved 
effective and rewarding.

Summary
Any chance to hunt the humble rabbit 
on a property is a privilege despite how 
the game prospects may present or 
are perceived. Modifying your hunting 
approach as the scene dictates through 
observation, making the extra effort and 
adapting can improve your chances. Walk 
the land, make your own assessment and 
plan the hunt accordingly.   .

Blackberries made for a tasty snack.

Fresh signs of rabbit activity outside the 
blackberry thickets.
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19 Babbage Rd
Roseville Chase NSW 2069

MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
SAT: 8am - 3pm

ADDRESS: 19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE: 02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311 www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS:
MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 
SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery*

BACK PACKS
2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $335

Chargemaster Dispenser $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals) $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool   $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale   $95

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale  $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bi-Pod $125

Pivot Bi-Pod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69 

RANGEFINDERS
RX-600 $285

RX-750TBR $405

RX-1000 $485

RX-1000TBR $550

SCOPES
VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40 $325

VX-I 3-9x50 $420

VX-I 4-12x40 $420

VX-II 1-4x20 $420

VX-II 2-7x33 $420

VX-II 3-9x40 $460

VX-II 3-9x50 $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO $620

VX-II 4-12x50 $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20 $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32 $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36 $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40 $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50 $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50 $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT $1335

Call us for the best prices 
on other products

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600 --------------------------- $275
RX- 750TBR ---------------------- $370
RX- I000 --------------------------- $445
RX- I000TBR --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33 ----------------------- $275
VX-I 3-9x40 ---------------------- $295
VX-I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380
VX-I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x40 --------------------- $380
VX-II 3-9x50 --------------------- $475
VX-II 4-12x40 AO --------------- $560
VX-II 4-12x50 -------------------- $595
VX-II 6-18x40 AO---------------- $635
VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT --------- $690
VX-3 1.5-5x20 -------------------  $525
VX-3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525
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VX-3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615
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VX-3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700
VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO ------------- $750
VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR--------------- $835
VX-3 4.5-14x50 ------------------ $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR -------------- $915
VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO ------------- $860
VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR ------------  $910
VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR--------------- $915
VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT ------  $1055
VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT -------$1135
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Free Delivery
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*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.
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5-30x56 FFP RD MilDot3  $1450
5-30x50 FFP Dichro BDC  $1450
5-30x50 FFP RD MRAD  $1485
4.5-27x50 SFP ZPlex  $1080
4.5-27x50 SFP BDC  $1080
4.5-27x50 SFP RD BDC3  $1155
4.5-27x50 SFP RD 4C  $1155
4.5-27x50 SFP RD 223  $1155
4.5-27x50 SFP Dichro 4D  $1155
4.5-27x50 FFP RD MRAD  $1210
3-18x56 SFP Z-Plex  $1015
3-18x56 SFP BDC  $1015
3-18x56 RD 4C  $1080
3-18x56 Dichro BDC  $1080
3-18x56 FFP RD MRAD  $1155
3-18x50 SFP Z-Plex  $945
3-18x50 SFP BDC  $945
3-18x50 SFP RD BDC3  $1015
3-18x50 SFP RD 4C  $1015
3-18x50 SFP Dichro BDC  $1015
3-18x50 FFP RD MRAD  $1080
2.5-15x44 SFP Z-Plex  $865
2.5-15x44 SFP BDC  $865
2.5-15x44 SFP RD BDC3  $945
2.5-15x44 SFP RD 4C  $945
1-6x24 SFP RD BDC3  $945
1-6x24 SFP RD 4C  $945

Tikka T3x 
Hunter Stainless .25-06
Was $1720, just $1295

Sako A7 Roughtech Pro 
Stainless Black

Available in .308 or .30-06
24.4" Threaded barrel with cap

Was $2170, just $1395

Sako A7 Roughtech Pro 
Stainless Desert Tan

Available .30-06 only at this price
24.4" Threaded barrel with cap

Was $2170, just $1395

Sako 85 Black Wolf
25-06 or 7mm Rem Mag

24.3" Fluted barrel with muzzle thead
Was $4235, just $2995

Sako 85 Hunter 
Grey Laminate

.25-06 only at this price
Was $3135, just $2095

Sako 85 Varmint 
Laminate Stainless

260 Rem only at this price
Was $3210, just $2195

Sako TRG 22 308 26" Desert Tan 
$7395
Sako TRG 22 308 26" Desert Tan 
Floding $9475 (not available in NSW)
Sako TRG 22 308 26" Green with 
brake and picatinny rail $7855
Sako TRG 22 Stealth 308 26" $7395
Sako TRG 22 Stealth 6.5CM with 
picatinny rail $7740
Sako TRG 42 Black 338 Lap with 
muzzle brake $7740
Sako TRG 42 Green 338 Lap with 
muzzle brake $8995
Sako TRG 42 Stealth 338 Lap with 
muzzle brake $8995

Sako 85 Prestige
Reduced from $8160

One only 270 win just $5495
One only 375 H&H just $6495

Tikka T3x Deals

Sako 85 Deals

Sako TRG

Benelli Cat C Clearance
B709 or AG permit required

Meopta Shipment Landed

Sako A7 Deals

In Stock now and reduced to clear

Razor Vortex HD 4000 
Range Finder
$829

Vortex Strike Eagle 5-25x56 FFP
Illuminated EBR7C MRAD or MOA
In store in very limited numbers $1135

Zeiss V4 3-12x56
Illuminated $1315

Non-illuminated $1215

Pulsar Axion 
XM22 Key Thermal 

In stock and reduced to clear
Just $1599

Tikka T3x 
Hunter Stainless Fluted 260rem 

with set trigger upgrade
Was $2130, just $1495

Tikka T3x Lite Green
Available in .243. .30-06 

and 300 Win Mag only at this price.
Was $1400, just $1195

Tikka T3x Supervarmint
Adjustable cheek piece, picatinny rail 

included
Reduced from $2340

Available in:
.308 Win 20" TB just $1795

.300 Win Mag 1/10 23.7" just $1795
338 Win Mag 23.7" just $1749

.300WSM 23.7" just $1695

Tikka Varmint 
Stainless .25-06

Was $1880, just $1395

Tikka T3x Tactical
Available in:

308 Win 20" or 24"
300 Win Mag 24"

Was $2995, just $2395

Sako A7 Synthetic .30-06
Was $1710, just $1195

Sako A7 Roughtech Pro Black
.243win with set trigger upgrade

24.4” Threaded barrel with cap
Was $2340, just $1395

Sako 85 Varmint 260 Rem
Was $2940, just $1995

Benelli BE Diamond Pic
Benelli Raffaello BE Diamond

30" 4+1 Semi Auto
Was $5150, just $3495

Benelli Super Nova Pic
Benelli Supernova

28" 4+1 Pump with Multi Chokes
Was $1835, just $1195

Franchi 20g Clearance

Franchi Highlander 20g SXS
26" Barrels with Multi Chokes

Was $3665, just $2495

Vortex Venom 5-25x56 FFP
EBR7C Reticle in MRAD or MOA
In store in very limited numbers $695

2-10x42 Z-Plex  $515
4-20x44 Z-Plex  $660
4-20x50 Z-Plex  $710
4-20x50 RD Z-Plus  $760
4-20x50 RD BDC3  $760

Tikka T3x 
Laminate Stainless .25-06

Was $1895, just $1395

Steyr Scout 6.5CM
No longer imported. Get one while you can
Limited stock in Black and White $2990

Steyr Pro Varmint
Heavy stainless fluted barrel

Run in by factory for ultimate accuracy
Factory fitted picatinny rail

.22-250 and .308
Was $2420, now $1895

Steyr Elite
2 x 10 shot mags, integral bi-pod

Heavy barrel & adjustable cheek piece
.308 or 7mm-08 Mannox 

Was $4495 $3695
.308 Stainless Was $5100, just $4195

Steyr Elite Clearance

Meopta Optika 6

Meopta Optika5 Scopes

Pulsar Thermion 
XM50 Thermal Scope 

In stock and reduced to clear
Just $5785

http://magnumsports.com.au/
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One of the travesties of the 
1996 buyback was the loss of 
pump-action shotguns to all 
but those who qualified for 

a Category C (or higher) licence. At the 
time the whole push of the paid confisca-
tion was supposed to be about removal of 
self-loading firearms from the community, 
so what gives? A pump-action shotgun is 
not self-loading. The banning of the pump-
action shotgun was a complete anomaly as 
it was the only firearm type outlawed that 
wasn’t self-loading.

Basically their removal prohibited 
sporting shooters, in 99 per cent of cases, 
from owning any form of repeating shotgun 
because at the time, lever-action shotguns 
in circulation amounted to a handful of old 
original Winchester 1887s still kicking 
around. In recent years thankfully there 
have been several new options with the 
advent of more modern lever-action 

shotguns and a welcome trend has been 
development of the straight-pull shotgun. 
It would seem some industry folk have in 
effect reverse engineered certain designs to 
make them legally compliant.

Let me explain. All repeating firearm 
designs are by virtue ‘bolt-action’ in that 
they have a bolt. In what we call a traditional 

bolt-action format the bolt is operated 
by hand, lever-action by a lever, pump-
action with a pump or slide and finally in 
a self-loading firearm the bolt is deployed 
by either gas or inertia. So if you built a 
shotgun which used many of the features of 
a self-loader but didn’t include any of the key 
elements which would make it a self-loading 

Adler straight-pulls 

launch the revival
Daniel O’Dea

Daniel liked the ramped rear notched 
fixed rifle sights on the AW.

Adler B-220 series shotguns come boxed, broken down with manual and two spare 
choke tubes (three in total).
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firearm (no gas or inertia system), you’ll 
have a manually operated bolt-action 
firearm. It would appear this is the case with 
the Adler 220/230 shotgun options.

Australian distributor Nioa sent 
Australian Shooter a couple of new Adler 
B-220s for review and at time of writing 
they have five model variants of the Adler 
straight-pull available - the B-220 All 
Weather, B-220 Pistol Grip, B-220 Rifled 
Pistol Grip, B-230 Tactical and B-230 
Tactical FDE. For review we have a B-220 
All Weather and B-220 Pistol Grip.

The B-220 comes with an owner’s 
manual, yellow plastic safety flag, ambi-
dextrous bolt handle and a small plastic 
box containing spare chokes and choke 
removal tool, the three screw-in choke 
tubes provided being Full, Modified and 

Improved Cylinder. When you open the box 
you’ll note the yellow flag in the receiver 
which serves to retain the bolt when the 
bolt handle is not installed. To assemble 
the Adler B-220 you remove the magazine 
tube cap and slide off the fore-end then 
draw back on the action bar, remove the flag 
and line up the bolt handle slot on either 
side to insert the bolt handle. Once the bolt 
handle’s installed nothing can come out.

Next step is to place the fore-end in posi-
tion on the barrel and insert the chamber 
end into the receiver while lining up the 
fore-end channel over the magazine tube. 
Lastly, screw the magazine cap back on to 
hold everything in place. The magazine 
is loaded via a gate on the bottom of the 
receiver directly below the ejection port 
- simply place a cartridge on the loading 

gate (cartridge lifter/carrier) and shove the 
cartridge forward into the magazine tube 
until caught by the cartridge stop, then 
repeat until the magazine is full.

To have the Adler B-220 running, place 
the gun on ‘safe’ by pushing the cross 
bolt safety at the rear of the triggerguard 
housing from left to right. To charge, drop 
the first cartridge through the ejection 
port on to the lifter and press the bolt 
release on the right of the receiver which 
allows the bolt to fly forward, picking 
up the cartridge and loading it into the 
chamber. You then top off the magazine 
and you’re ready to go. 

One difference I noted from other shot-
guns I’ve used with tubular magazines is 
with the B-220 the cartridge stop (the catch 
which holds cartridges in the magazine) is 

On the Adler B-220 Pistol Grip notice the gold bead and vent 
rib, tactical rail fore-end and front sling swivel.

Rear stock on the PG has a rubberised pistol 
grip and soft rubber kick pad.
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not released when the bolt is charged or 
cycled, but rather is activated by the fall of 
the hammer when the trigger is depressed. 
This means you can cycle the bolt to eject 
a loaded round from the chamber without 
the next round in the magazine releasing on 
to the cartridge lifter, which could be handy 
in the field if, for example, you decide you 
need a slug when the chamber and mag are 
full of buckshot. Simply pull the bolt handle 
back to eject the loaded round, drop your 
slug in and let the bolt go.

Likewise the bolt won’t lock to the 
rear unless the trigger is pulled and bolt 
cycled on an empty magazine. My imme-
diate thought was how do I unload the 
magazine without firing? Interestingly 
the manual doesn’t cover operation - only 
safety, disassembly, choke tube usage and 
warranty - you have to work the rest out 
yourself, which I did.

To unload and clear the gun with the 
safety on, work the bolt to eject the loaded 
cartridge and let the bolt run fully forward 
on an empty chamber then roll the gun over 
and, while pushing the lifter up through the 
loading port, press the bolt release. In this 
position it also releases the cartridge stop, 
allowing loaded shells back out the maga-
zine the same way they went in.

I also discovered how to lock the bolt 
open without pressing the trigger once 
the gun is completely empty. At the back 
of the cartridge lifter where it hinges just 
forward of the triggerguard is another 
small catch or plunger. With bolt forward 
and hammer cocked the cartridge lifter 
sits up about 8mm into the receiver. If you 
press this plunger the lifter springs down 
and when you pull the bolt back it will 
lock open. Likewise if there are rounds 

Adler straight-pulls launch the revival

Right-hand receiver profile with bolt release 
just rearward of the B-220 markings.

Adler B-220/230 series shotguns use a cross bolt safety at the back 
of the triggerguard, red ring indicating the ‘off’ or ‘fire’ position.

Tactical rail on the fore-end allows for fitting of a light like this 
Powa Beam unit with tape switch for activation.
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NIOA
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If you’re after an economical yet stylish, 
competition grade over and under shotgun you need 
to look no further than the Pro12 from ATA Arms

Pro12

Features & Specifications
• Chrome lined barrels & chambers

• Available in both 30” & 32” versions

• Supplied with 3 colour-coded extended 
chokes

• Modified (M), Improved Cylinder(IC), Skeet(C)

• Full and improved modified chokes available 
at additional cost

• Grade-2 Turkish walnut stock and forend

• Adjustable comb raiser

• Length of pull 365mm (14.37”)

• Laser cut checkering

• Sporting Clays style recoil pad

• Silver (steel) receiver with Black PRO 12 Motif

• Supplied in a take-down case

• 5-year warranty

Adjustable Comb Low Profile Action Extended chokes 3 colour-coded extended 
chokes supplied

www.ataarms.com 
nioa.com.au

https://www.nioa.com.au/
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in the magazine this will release the next 
cartridge on to the lifter, so technically 
you could also unload the Adler by cycling 
rounds out this way.

One question that came to mind was 
which side should I mount the bolt handle 
on? I came up with my own method which 
varied between the two models. In the 
All Weather version with its conventional 
stock I ran the bolt handle on the right. For 
this I had my left hand on the fore-end to 
hold the gun in position and my right hand 
operating bolt and trigger. On the Pistol 
Grip I ran the bolt on the left and with a 
strong hand grip found I could keep the 
gun on point while operating the bolt with 
my left hand for rapid follow-up shots. The 
beauty is the bolt handle can be swapped 
from one side to another so users can 
experiment as to what works best.

Both guns felt light and easy to handle, 
carry and bring to point but with 12-gauge 
shotguns the lighter they are the more recoil 
you’ll feel. Both guns produce stout recoil 
when using heavy loads and while an effec-
tive soft rubber recoil pad as standard on all 
models dampens recoil, you know about it 
when you drop the hammer on hot and heavy 
shells. I ran both with a variety of shells from 
No.6 shot all the way up to solid slugs with 
both high and low brass hulls and all seemed 
to feed, fire and eject without issue.

Using the All Weather with its raised-
rib fixed-notch rear and fibre optic front 
ramped sight post, I fired some solid 
slugs offhand at 25m and, grouping true to 
windage, they impacted on average about 
3-4" high on the GlowShot 8" target which 
should land in the vitals out to just past 
100m on a pig or similar-sized game.

Other features on both guns tested were 
front and rear sling loops, the front rotating 
around the magazine tube so the gun can sit 
flat to either side when slung across your 
back. There’s about 75mm of tactical rail on 
the front edge of the fore-end for mounting 
a light or laser and the top of the receiver 
also incorporates a  3⁄8" dovetail, common on 
rimfire rifles for optics fitting.

All up the Adler B-220 series seems a 
versatile package in either model. I liked the 
finish and ramped three-dot sights pattern of 
the All Weather but also the controllability 
and ergonomics of the Pistol Grip and one of 
the most impressive things about a straight-
pull is the price - an online search showing 
them selling well below $700. For a working 
shotgun with good capacity, at that price how 
could you go wrong? And did I mention they 
have a five-year warranty?   .

Adler straight-pulls launch the revival

The Adler B-220 PG and Nioa’s field load Eley 36gr AAAs would be a 
great match for running pigs close up in thick stuff.

Adler B-220 All Weather right-hand profile.

The Adler B-220 All Weather - note 
the fibre optic front sight, tactical 

rail fore-end and front sling swivel.

Specifications:
Firearm: Adler B-220 All Weather and Pistol Grip
Action: Straight-pull
Calibre: 12-gauge with 76mm (3") chamber
Capacity: Five-round tubular magazines (as tested)
Barrel: 20" (510mm) 
Barrel spec: Hard chrome bore and chamber with screw-in chokes (x3)
Front sight: Ramped fibre optic (AW) Gold bead (PG)
Rear sight: Ramped notched (AW) Vent rib (PG)
Rear sight Alt: 3⁄8" dovetail for optics mounting
Finish: Nickel Cerakote (AW), Matte black (PG)
Stock: Black polymer
Weight: 2.95kg as tested, 20" barrel
Length OA: 1050mm
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T o the new genera-
tion of shooters and 
hunters the name 
Nikko Stirling Sport 

Optics may not be familiar, but ask any 
seasoned campaigner and they’ll tell 
you its roots traced back to the Fuller 
Firearms Group and founder Malcolm 
John Fuller. In 2016, Nikko Sport Optics 
celebrated its 60th birthday and continue 
to manufacture top-quality products for the 
worldwide market.

Malcolm knew back 
then what Australian 

hunters and shooters expected in 
sport optics and to this day delivers the 
goods. I’ve been fortunate during my 30 
years of hunting and shooting to use Nikko 
Stirling Sport Optics and accessories and 
have found them excellent.

Riflescopes have become much more 
refined during the past decade. Plain 
duplex-style reticles and standard turrets 

have taken a back seat to Ballistic Drop 
Compensating (BDC) versions, which 
allow the user to take into account 
the ballistic profile of the cartridge 
being used and in effect enable much 

more accurate and longer distance 
shooting than ever before.
The sport optics marketplace is awash 

with riflescopes to cover all applica-
tions and requirements embracing BDC 
technology - and Nikko Stirling have their 
share. One new addition to their line is the 
Precision 4-12x40 riflescope with a half 
mil-dot (HMD) reticle and five different 

Con Kapralos

Nikko Stirling Panamax 
Precision looks the part

calibrated turrets for most rimfire loads.
Australian Shooter was sent the 
Precision for review and it was eagerly 
received. It arrived in the customary 
black Nikko Stirling carton with ‘life-

time warranty’ clearly stamped on the 
box, something most sport optics manu-

facturers subscribe to these days. If you 
can’t have faith and offer such a warranty, 
you just won’t last.

Up close
Opening the box yielded the Panamax 
Precision 4-12x40 along with rubber 

The 40mm objective lens in 
the bell gives excellent light-
transmitting qualities.

The ocular with adjustable eyepiece focus and 
power magnification ring. 

Turrets are easily switched by removing a 
small screw on each with the Allen key.
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bikini-style lens covers, cleaning cloth and 
user manual. The scope arrived with the 
standard elevation and windage exposed 
turrets fitted (1/10 MIL per click) and 
with an additional five calibrated eleva-
tion turrets for popular rimfire calibres: 
.22LR Subsonic (40-grain/1085fps), .22LR 
High Velocity (40-grain/1300fps), .22LR 
Extreme High Velocity (33-grain/1500fps), 
.22 WMR (40-grain/1910fps) and.17 HMR 
(17-grain/2550 fps). Also included was a 
turret with a blank section for a customised 
drop profile and, to top it off, there was also 
a calibrated turret for the .223 Remington 
(55-grain/3240fps) and a small Allen key for 
removal/installation of the turrets.

Externally the scope is finished in 
matte black and made from aircraft-grade 
aluminium. It measures 314mm, weighs 
405g and the main tube is 1" (25.4mm) in 
diameter, a multi-piece construction with 
the turret housing at mid-ships and ocular 
housing and objective bell at opposite ends.

The turret housing contains the elevation 
and windage dials which are of the exposed 
(non-capped) design and resettable to a zero 
point but with no zero-stop. The clicks on 
both turrets are easy to adjust with a posi-
tive feel, click values in milliradians (MIL) 
with 1/10 MIL per click - equating to 7mm 
at 100m. As stated, turrets are easily inter-
changed using the supplied Allen key and 
both the elevation and windage turrets have 
60 MOA adjustment range.

Moving to the rear of the scope, the ocular 
housing contains the ocular lenses, eyepiece 
focus adjustment and magnification adjust-
ment dial. The eyepiece ring has a travel 

range of 10mm and permits fine focusing of 
the reticle image with no effort whatsoever.

The magnification adjustment dial on the 
front edge of the ocular housing is made 
from aluminium and has adjustment from 
4x to 12x. It has a series of surface grooves 
which give a positive grip without the need 
for a rubber sleeve and moved through the 
magnification range smoothly. Eye relief is 
80mm, ample for most hunting calibres.

Internally the Panamax Precision 
won’t let you down. Multicoated lenses 
throughout result in clear images out to 
all hunting ranges be that for rimfire, 
centrefire or airgun. The wide field-of-
view is much appreciated, especially if 
plinking with the .22LR at closer range 
or deciding to increase the distance with 
the .22 WMR or .17 HMR (centrefire 
calibres will also benefit).

The glass-etched reticle is of 
the half mil-dot design (HMD) 
and is a common profile, the 
sub-tensions allowing the user 
to accurately hold off for wind 
and over for drop if required. 
While many shooters and hunters 
enjoy the benefits of mil-dot reticles, 
I’m a fan of the old duplex style but that’s 
just personal preference. The scope uses 
quality seals in its construction and is 
nitrogen filled, making it waterproof 
and shockproof.

At the range
The scope was fitted to a serious 
rimfire rifle in the form of a Lithgow 
LA 101 Crossover in .22LR coupled to 

The seven additional 
dials with the riflescope. 

Standard turrets fitted are of 1/10 MIL 
increments. Clicks were crisp and audible.
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Specifications:
Model: Panamax Precision 4-12x40
Magnification: 4-12x
Objective diameter: 40mm
Field of view (mm at 100m): High power: 3.6 Low power: 11
Click value (mm at 100m): 7
Elevation/windage range (MOA): Up/down - 60 Left/right - 60
Eye relief (mm): 80
Tube diameter: 1" (25.4 mm)
Length (mm): 314-324
Weight (grams): 405
Parallax (m): 50
Reticle: HMD (half mil-dot)
Distributor: Outdoor Sporting Agencies
RRP: $249

the new Southern Arms TSP X Chassis. 
Riflescope testing initially was carried out 
at the standard 50m distance for the .22LR 
cartridge and ammunition included both 
standard and high-velocity hunting and 
target options. For the initial accuracy test 
the standard factory-fitted turrets were 
used as there was no need at this stage for 
a calibrated turret.

Accuracy testing aside, the scope 
performed exceptionally well, shooting 
targets at 50m set on 12x with images 
clear, no doubt attributed to the multicoated 
optics. I then chose two of the calibrated 
turrets which matched the designated 
bullet weight/velocity (etched on the turret 
cap) with two of the test loads I had on 

Scope with the additional seven dials - five calibrated for rimfire cartridges, 
one for the .223 Remington and one left blank for customisation.

hand. With a 50m zero it was easy to dial 
into targets out to 150m with a turn of the 
calibrated turret and while I’d never recom-
mend hunting beyond 75m with the .22LR 
cartridge, shooting at inanimate targets at 
extended ranges with the use of the cali-
brated turrets was easily achievable.

Finally I conducted a tracking test with a 
pair of shots at an aiming point then moving 
the point-of-impact around the target, 
shooting two shots after each adjustment. 
Upon returning to the original aiming point, 
a final pair of shots were fired. As expected, 
the first and last two shots were on top of 
each other, proving the internal windage 
and elevation adjustments are not only 
accurate but repeatable.

Riflescope with exposed tactical turrets and 
HMD (half mil-dot) reticle.

Conclusion
The Nikko Stirling Panamax brand may 
be marketed as a no-frills entry level 
riflescope, but the advent of the Precision 
model in 4-12x40 tailored to rimfire calibres 
with the five calibrated turrets makes this a 
great choice for the range shooter or hunter 
after a value-for-money optic for their 
rimfire. It’s also well suited to centrefire 
calibres and airguns.

The lifetime warranty offered by Nikko 
Stirling (original owner only) gives the 
user peace of mind that if something does 
go amiss you’re duly covered. Retail price 
is $249 and the scope’s available through 
all Outdoor Sporting Agencies dealers in 
Australia.   .

Nikko Stirling Panamax Precision looks the part
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T he vast majority of the international 
quality collection of handguns and 
sidearms in the Lithgow Small 
Arms Factory Museum have been 

provided by one man - Ron Hayes. For 
most of his life Ron was fascinated by fire-
arms, particularly handguns, with Lugers 
and the Colt Huntsman being personal 
favourites. He was born in Sydney in 1924 
to Jesse May and Edward Douglas Hayes, 
who served in World War One as a pris-
oner of war guard and later enlisted in the 
Australian Imperial Force (AIF).

During World War Two, Ron’s father 
returned to active duty while Ron served 

as a mechanical engineering apprentice 
at Sydney’s Ultimo Technical College, 
exempting him from military service. But 
he enlisted in the Volunteer Coastal Patrol 
and when WWII ended he entered into a 
business partnership which created Parsons 
& Hayes, becoming Sydney’s largest 
printing engineering company in the 1950s.

Throughout these years Ron deepened 
his passion for firearms with the acquisition 
of a gun dealer’s licence and was appointed 
president of the NSW Pistol Shooting 
Association. As his interests focused on 
handguns, he established connections with 
the famous Smith & Wesson company 
and eventually earned the appointment of 
Licenced Service Centre in the fields of 
warranty and maintenance for their fire-
arms.1 Ron undoubtedly accrued one of the 
largest privately-owned handgun collections 
in Australia, this legacy entrusted to the 
Lithgow Small Arms Factory Museum.

The museum holds a variety of these 
examples including a 1913 and 1942 version 
of German-made Lugers. The Luger saw 
minimal structural change throughout its 
manufacturing years with the grip safety 
perhaps the most apparent. The grip safety 
began being phased out during German 

trials proposed in 1901 by the Gewehr 
Prufungskommission (GPK), which trans-
lates to Rifle Testing Commission.

On November 27 that year, the Ministry 
of War in Prussia orchestrated another in 
a series of field tests of self-loading pistols 
during 1902-032, contenders in that trial 
including 55 Mauser pistols, 55 Borchardt-
Luger and 15 Mannlicher pistols. Of the 55 
Borchardt-Lugers which were provided only 
15 were equipped with grip safeties. These 
trials were the last before the final test and 
subsequent adoption of the Luger for use in 
the German Army and as a result of those 
1902-03 try-outs, the non-grip safety Luger 
was triumphant and subsequent pistol 
assessments were unable to unseat it.

The first Lugers used by the Germans 
in 1907 were New Model Parabellums and 
included the standard grip safety. These 
were bestowed on machine gun detach-
ments but the use of these variants saw 
an abrupt end when the P-08 was intro-
duced in 1909 and the existing New Model 
Parabellums were converted by removal of 
the grip safety.3

The 1913 Luger maintained a grip safety 
but as it wasn’t part of an order passed by 
the German military it was instead sold 

If you wish for peace, 
prepare for war 

a brief history of 
the Luger
Kalebh Pearson Looking at a 1913 Dutch-bought Luger.
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to the Dutch, the easiest method of iden-
tification of those being the Dutch word 
RUST (SAFE) on the thumb safety. This 
is a DWM Model 1906 Luger, determined 
by the serial number 334 inscribed on 
the barrel in conjunction with the barrel 
engraved as 1913.

The Parabellum Pistole - or Luger as 
it’s commonly known - is a self-loading 
pistol which has been used by numerous 
countries including Germany, Switzerland, 
Holland, Chile and Bulgaria among others. 
The design was patented by Georg Luger 
in 1898 as he attempted to improve the 
Borchardt Automatic Pistole and he origi-
nally labelled it the Borchardt Luger Pistole 
in recognition of Hugo Borchardt, inventor 
of the Borchardt automatic pistol. The 
1899/1900 test guns were manufactured by 
Deutsche Waffen-und Munitionsfabriken 
Aktiengesellschaft (German Weapons 
and Munitions public limited company) or 
DWM for military and commercial sale.

The emphasis was on military contracts 
particularly with the Swiss who, after 
judging 40 test Lugers, ordered 5000 units 
with additional requested alterations which 
led to the Model 1900 Parabellum in 7.65 
calibre. Parabellum is Latin - If you wish for 
peace, prepare for war4 - and so began the 
history and iconic legacy of the Luger. First 
major supplier to the German military 
was DWM who up until 1908 had 
a monopoly on commercial and 
military production.

The German military was sceptical of 
the Luger due to the tiny calibre of early 
models, being only 7.65mm cartridge, 
which was deemed too small so DWM 
adjusted this in 1904 and made Lugers 
in 9mm using parabellum rounds. Due to 
this adjustment they were quickly adopted 
by the German navy the same year and 
in 1908 the German military crowned it 
the official sidearm of their armed forces.5 
When the German Army first placed 
orders for Lugers in 1908 through to 
the end of WWI, DWM made more than 
half the military’s P-08 models for this 
period and in total produced more than 
one million Lugers, roughly 38 per cent of 
their entire production history.6

Yet DWM wasn’t the only maker of 
Lugers for WWI as the Royal Erfurt 

Arsenal turned them out between 1910 
and 1918. Erfurt was the national arsenal 
weapons manufacturer and created 23,000 
artillery and 496,000 regular military 
Lugers.7 Erfurt delivered approximately 21 
per cent of all Lugers but being a nation-
alised company meant the conditions of the 
Versailles Treaty compelled the firm to be 
disbanded and its equipment sold off, thus 
ending their weapons production.8 With the 
conclusion of WWI the Luger had partici-
pated in its first but not last global conflict.

During the inter-war years German 
Luger production fell drastically as the 
Versailles Treaty allowed for only 1000 

new weapons to be manufac-
tured annually. The Weimar 
Republic’s police and military 
force P-08s were exclusively 
provided to Simson and Co, 

operating out of Suhl, due to 

1942 DWM Luger (left) and 1913 
DWM Dutch-bought Luger.

1913 Dutch-bought Luger RUST 
safety marking.

The 1913 DWM toggle mark.

If you wish for peace, prepare for war - a brief history of the Luger
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mistrust of DWM’s role in the Kaiser’s 
military production machine and preventing 
Germany from re-arming.

As Simson was unable to produce 
Lugers they were given Erfurt Arsenal’s 
dispossessed machines. Simson and Co 
Lugers numbered 12,000 between 1922 
and 1934 and were quickly removed by 
the new government when they came 
to power in 1933.9 By 1936 the Simson 
family was forced out of Germany along 
with many Jewish households due to the 
Nuremburg Laws and being an official 
collaborator with the Weimar Republic, 
both of which were unacceptable to the 
Germanic purity ideology being enforced 
at the time. With Jewish companies gone 
German competitors stepped in, taking 
possession of those amenities.

The DWM company responsible for 
the majority of Luger production for WWI 
amalgamated with another firearms manu-
facturing entity known as Mauser Werke in 
1930 and created Lugers with excess DWM 
parts as well as Mauser’s new parts until 
1934, when DWM parts were exhausted. 
Mauser became primary manufacturer of 
Lugers and main provider to the German 
Wehrmacht’s Heer (Army) until 1942 when 
the Luger started being phased out by the 
Walther P.38.10 The final order of Mauser 
Lugers accepted by the Germans was 1000 
pistols in November 1943.

In December 1943, 4000 Lugers were 
sold to Portugal as Germany refused them 
and these were renamed the Model 943. 
Post-war production began again using 
surplus materials to arm the Germans, 
Soviets and French, Mauser manufacture 
continuing until 1986 when the Luger was 
finally retired from Mauser production.11 
During the entire cycle of WWII, Mauser 
made approximately one million Lugers, 
around 38 per cent of total output12 
making them the largest producer of 
Lugers for WW2-era Germany but not the 
only manufacturer. 

While Mauser held the contract for the 
Heer’s Lugers, the Luftwaffe (German Air 
Force) sought another source and Krieghoff 
Suhl Company entered production using 
the machines repossessed from Simson 
& Co, though it’s unknown if these were 
used for manufacture or as the template 
for Krieghoff’s own machines. Krieghoff 
began with a relatively small contract for 
the Luftwaffe, the initial order for 10,000 
pistols coming in 1934 with additional parts 
made for a total of 13,580 in anticipation 
of additional orders. Between 1938 and 
1944 Krieghoff produced an additional 2000 
Lugers for the Luftwaffe along with several 
other alternatives.

The remainder were sold to the private 
sector from 1937 until the war’s conclu-
sion, the total number of Krieghoff 
Lugers being 13,580 or 0.5 per cent of 
total production.13  The small number of 
Krieghoff Lugers indicates their rarity and 
unique place in the firearm’s history.

Remarkably, examples of all these are 
present and on display at the Lithgow Small 
Arms Factory Museum. This vast array, 
which also includes an entire catalogue 
of unique local and international historic 

firearms, cements the reputation of the 
venue as a world-class institution. Factory 
opening hours are Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday from 10am-4pm.   .

Military acceptance marks (left and middle) 
with test fire proof.

Lithgow Small Arms Factory Museum Luger 
display cabinet.

References: 1 The Hayes Handgun 
Omnibus; 2 Pistole Parabellum, Chapter 11; 
3 Pistole Parabellum, Chapter 15; 4 Forgotten 
Weapons; 5 NRA Museums; 6,8,9,10,12,13 
Standard Catalog of Luger; 7 HL Publishing; 
11 Warfare History Network.com

If you wish for peace, prepare for war - a brief history of the Luger



Australian Shooter   39 

www.ruger.com  |  www.nioa.com.au

FEATURES
• Magpul Hunter Stock
• Ruger Marksman Adjustable Trigger
• Heavy Contour Barrel

Available in: 6.5 Creedmoor & 308 Win.

• Precision Rifle Hybrid Muzzle Brake
• Picatinny Scope Base 
• Magpul 5 shot Magazine

FEATURING FACTORY 
INSTALLED MAGPUL HUNTER 
AMERICAN STOCK

American Rifle  
Hunter

https://www.nioa.com.au/


40   Australian Shooter

It would be fair to say there wouldn’t be 
too many hunters around Australia who 
don’t have a Tikka rifle or two in their 
gun safe. Sales results indicate the T3x 

model is Australia’s most popular rifle and 
for good reason considering its European 
pedigree, slick bolt throw, endless model 
variations and configurations. I speak with 
experience being the owner of a T3x Super 
Light in .300 WSM and to say I’m rapt with 
it would be an understatement, accounting 
for its fair share of deer and pigs since 
purchasing in 2017. 

The latest models vary slightly from 
Tikka’s original T3 released here 18 years 
ago but the Finnish manufacturer continues 
to produce top-quality rifles, underlining its 
popularity with shooters worldwide. When 
the chance came to review the all-new 
T3x Veil Alpine model, Beretta Australia 
offered a choice of calibres and I settled 
on the .300 Win Mag as it was ballistically 
similar and closest cartridge to my .300 
WSM. Accompanying the rifle was a Steiner 
Ranger 2.5-10x50 scope and assortment 
of factory ammunition including Sellier 
& Bellot 180-grain, Sako Gamehead Pro 
165-grain and Sako Racehead 175-grain.

Out of the box
Appealing at first glance, the Veil Alpine 
as the name suggests is Tikka’s take on a 
rifle designed with Alpine and mountain 
hunters in mind sporting the Veil camou-
flage, a well-designed blotch-style, disrup-
tive pattern which blends in well with 
rocky environments and minimal conflict in 
timbered areas. All stainless steel compo-
nents are cerakoted in a matte light grey 
which blends in well with the stock and 
improves durability in inclement weather. 

The top length of the receiver is dove-
tailed to suit Sako Optilock rings (or 
similar dovetail mounts of 17mm) and 
additionally is drilled and tapped to accept 
mount screws for which Beretta supplied 
the Burris two-piece base and Steiner 

rings. The bolt is spiral fluted and not only 
looks good but trims the weight, paired 
with an enlarged bolt handle for a firm 
grip to aid rapid follow-up shots. As with 
the full T3x range, the silky-slick action 
is a push-feed design with twin locking 
lugs machined to provide a low-profile 
70-degree bolt throw, the claw extractor 
and plunge ejector combining with the T3x 
widened ejection port to promote clear 
extraction of fired cases.

A two-position safety is to the rear right 
of the receiver enabling easy manipulation 
by the shooter’s master thumb, sliding rear 
for ‘safe’ and forward for ‘fire’ marked with 
a red dot on the receiver. Bolt closure is 
clearly identified by a cocking piece indi-
cator (red dot) exposed at the rear of the 
bolt when the trigger sears are engaged 
and ready for firing, the single-stage blade 

Chris Redlich

Veil Alpine enhances 
T3x reputation 

Sighting-in for action on the range. 

The T3x safety catch is the best Chris has 
used and the cocking piece indicator shows 
the rifle is ready to fire.

The trigger is easily adjustable with 
an Allen key.
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trigger fully adjustable from an approximate 
4lb maximum to 2lb minimum. Since this 
wasn’t my rifle, I left the trigger at the 
factory set pressure of 3lb and although I 
found it a little heavy for hunting, it was 
acceptable for testing.

The barrel is the business end of the rifle 
and Tikka’s, made by Sako in Finland, are 
renowned for outstanding accuracy. The 
designated D-18 barrel is larger in diam-
eter than my Super Light and classed as 
semi-heavy profile, specifically designed 
for increased firing stability in challenging 
conditions. Certainly not heavy by any 
means, the full-length fluting helps reduce 
weight when compared with other straight 
cut barrels of semi-heavy profile. Tikka 
barrels are cold hammer forged and claim to 
be superior to other methods of production, 
delivering high-quality consistency across 
the bracket. The rifle chambered for the 
.300 Win Mag has a rifling twist rate of one 
in 11" and measures 600mm.

Included for the T3x range is a muzzle 
brake which adds to overall length but 

Barrel supplied with muzzle brake and 
knurled muzzle cap.

Breakdown of the T3x Veil Alpine.

More than just a bolt, 
including attractive but 
practical spiral fluting 

and enlarged bolt knob.

T3x receiver drilled and tapped to accept a 
variety of mounts and integral dovetail for 
17mm options. 

https://www.eagleyehg.com.au/
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doesn’t detract from the appearance. I’m 
not recoil sensitive and have never had 
the need for a muzzle brake but Tikka 
have done a fine job of combining the two. 
A screw-on knurled end cap matching 
the barrel profile can be fitted when the 
muzzle brake isn’t required though I 
decided to fit the muzzle brake and test 
the complete package.

Front and rear action screws securely 
fasten the receiver recess on the underside 
to a steel recoil lug of the synthetic stock, 
mating the two components precisely. All 
T3x synthetic stocks are modular and Tikka 
designed them for personal customisation 
with replacement parts and additions avail-
able on request, including pistol grips which 
are interchangeable with the simple use of 
the supplied Torx tool. 

I’ve never felt the need for alterations 
as the standard arrangement fits me beau-
tifully and this one’s no different. The 
pistol grip is ambidextrous with generous 
palmswell which instantly feels natural to 
grasp. The butt has a straight comb with no 
raised cheekpiece but the overall feel when 
combined with the fore-end’s slight taper and 
moulded grips promotes positive sighting 
when shouldered. Standard sling swivel 
studs are included on fore-end and buttstock.

The one-piece magazine bottom and 
triggerguard are made from high-strength Factory ammo supplied by Beretta, all producing 

a combined average of 1.074 MOA at 100m.

Veil Alpine enhances T3x reputation

synthetic polymer contributing to overall 
weight reduction, three .300 Win Mag 
rounds held securely and single-stacked 
in the polymer magazine. The magazine is 
attached firmly and freed easily from the 
stock recess by pressing the release catch, 
additional magazines by Tikka available 
upon request. Recoil pads are an important 
part of any rifle chambered in big calibres 
and the thick, 25mm rubber pad helps 
substantially.

At the range
After stripping and assembling the rifle 
for a better understanding of its internals 
and externals, I couldn’t wait to see how 
the complete package performed. Using 
the supplied Burris two-piece mounts I 
positioned the Steiner Ranger scope for 
correct eye relief and despite the Veil Alpine 
weighing a combined total of around 4kg 
(scoped and loaded), it surprised me how 
balanced it was when shouldering offhand 
for a sight picture. To be honest, it felt better 
than my beloved custom .284 rifle of similar 
weight which proves how important a well-
balanced design is. As expected, the Steiner 
Ranger provided a clear picture and sighting-
in at the standard 100m was easy and I didn’t 
take long to achieve acceptable hunting 
groups using Sellier & Bellot factory ammo 
firing 180-grain Nosler Partition bullets.

The various cartridge options.
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RRP $2,159

Perfect for Australian conditions, the new Ember edition will reginite 

your love for the Tikka Roughtech. The same benefits, and performance 

of the T3x Lite with a stainless steel barrel and textured roughtech 

surface on the stock.  Muzzle brake is included for recoil reduction. 

Spark your passion for hunting with the new Tikka Roughtech Ember.

Perfect for Australian conditions, the new Ember edition will reginite 

your love for the Tikka Roughtech. The same benefits, and performance 

of the T3x Lite with a stainless steel barrel and textured roughtech 

surface on the stock.  Muzzle brake is included for recoil reduction. 

Spark your passion for hunting with the new Tikka Roughtech Ember.

Caliber options: 7 mm Rem Mag  |  .223 Rem  |  .243 Win  |  .270 Win  |  .300WM  |  .308 Win  |  6.5 Creedmoor  |  6.5 PRC

Ignite the hunter within.

T3x ROUGHTECH EMBER

https://berettaaustralia.com.au/
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The .300 Win Mag is no pussycat and I 
noticed, with muzzle brake fitted, felt recoil 
and muzzle jump was reduced. I believe 
the combination of Tikka’s D-18 barrel and 
muzzle brake tamed the big smoker when 
compared to my standard .300 WSM Super 
Light. After a few follow-up sessions testing 
Sellier & Bellot and Sako factory ammo, I 
settled on the 165-grain Sako Gamehead 
Pro as my preferred hunting option.

All supplied factory ammo averaged just 
over 1 MOA, printing similar three-shot 
groups on paper which I was satisfied with. 
The 300 Win Mag is known as an accurate 
flat shooter and I reinforced its reputation 
at 200m by shooting an improved sub-MOA 
group. As always, consistency on the range 
gives me confidence for that all-important 
kill shot out in the field so I was keen to 
field test the rifle and put the wheels in 
motion for a hunt.

In the field
A few days of continuous rain delayed our 
trip to the annual roar, the mountainous 
property laying down a challenge as three 
winch pulls were needed to take us up the 
first muddy hill to camp. I was confident the 
roar would resume after the rain but to our 
disappointment it had ended, so the next 
few days saw us in the hills doing the hard 
yards in search of a now elusive red deer. 
Sadly our portable fridge was going home 
empty although the T3x Veil Alpine accom-
panied me comfortably over many a moun-
tain mile. During this time it proved itself 
worthy of mountain rifle status and Tikka 
have produced a wonderfully designed T3x 
model up to the task, its feel, balance and 
accuracy providing the ultimate in confi-
dence if a shot arose.

Conclusion
Overall I wasn’t surprised to discover how 
well-designed the T3x Veil Alpine is and 
happy Tikka haven’t changed a winning 
formula Australian shooters have come to 
appreciate. There aren’t many of our game 
species which won’t drop from a single 
.300 Win Mag round though there’s abso-
lutely no substitute for a well-placed shot 
to the vitals. 

The same applies to other calibres in the 
Veil Alpine stable including 6.5 Creedmoor, 
270 Win, 7mm Rem Mag, 308 Win and 300 
WSM, all of which are accurate and capable 
hunting rounds. Retailing for $2359 (rifle 
only) at time of writing is expected for a 
well-made European rifle of strong reputa-
tion. Distributed by Beretta Australia to 
retailers throughout the country, find more 
at www.berettaaustralia.com.au   .

Veil Alpine enhances T3x reputation

https://berettaaustralia.com.au/
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T wenty five years after the Porth 
Arthur tragedy Australia’s gun 
laws are 1: A model for the rest of 
the world especially the US or 2: 

Teetering on the verge of collapse through 
undermining by a well-resourced pro-gun 
lobby. The answer is neither, although there 
was no stopping members of the anti-gun 
gang when they gathered for a seminar on 
the eve of the 25th anniversary to reflect on 
the national policy response.

Shooters will well remember that time. 
Despite having done no wrong we were 
compelled to surrender cherished fire-
arms because of the murderous actions 
of a madman. Quarter of a century on 
the National Firearms Agreement (NFA) 
introduced by former Prime Minister John 
Howard remains firmly in place. There’s no 
sign we’ll ever get our semi-autos back and, 
despite no state or territory fully imple-
menting the NFA, neither is there any sign 
of it crumbling.

Curiously coinciding with the 25th anni-
versary, Australia’s gun laws were widely 
discussed in the US media, though that was 
more to do with the first tentative steps of 
the new Biden Administration to impose 
some gun controls, hence the international 
interest in the online seminar staged by 
Sydney University’s School of Public Health. 

Sydney Uni gives itself a big pat on the 
back for its role in Australia’s gun control 

journey. It provided the office space from 
which the Coalition for Gun Control (CGC), 
now Gun Control Australia (GCA) and its 
frontperson Rebecca Peters campaigned for 
national gun laws following Port Arthur. It 
also hosts gunpolicy.org, the global website 
run by anti-gun academic Philip Alpers, one 
of those speaking at the April 27 seminar.

Other speakers were Ms Peters, Federal 
Labor MP Andrew Leigh (convenor of 
the parliamentary Friends of Gun Control 
group) and US academic Professor David 
Hemenway (professor of public health 
policy at Harvard School of Public Health). 
So what did we learn from this? The answer 
would appear to be not much we didn’t 
already know as, beyond a couple of obser-
vations, foreign onlookers wouldn’t have 
gained much to advance their agendas.

One observation worth repeating was the 
utter shock of Port Arthur. There’d been 
gun spree killings in Australia previously 
but the 35 victims - ordinary people visiting 
a historic site - was at that time the largest 
mass shooting of its type anywhere in the 
world. “For American listeners, 35 dead in 
a country of 18 million people is equivalent 
to a gun massacre in the US today that 
claimed 600 lives,” said Mr Leigh.

“It had an extraordinary impact on the 
country and one of the really striking 
things was the speed with which authori-
ties acted. Even before all the bodies had 

been laid to rest, just 12 days after the 
tragedy, police ministers from states and 
territories were meeting to discuss tight-
ening Australia’s gun laws.”

Another point is Australia’s gun law 
changes were spearheaded by a conser-
vative prime minister. Would a Labor 
PM have achieved comparable results in 
convincing conservative states? Maybe 
not. That would appear to have relevance 
in the US where Democrat President 
Joe Biden has launched some modest 
measures. But what if Donald Trump had 
stood up following the October 2017 Las 
Vegas massacre (60 dead) to declare: “I 
know this will be hard for many of you but 
enough is enough.” As if.

Compared to many places, especially 
the US, Australia’s gun laws are regarded 
as a great success though statistically 
that’s far more ambiguous. Australia’s 
firearms murder rate was falling before 
Port Arthur and continued afterwards - it’s 
not as though the gun death rate peaked in 
April 1996 then dropped like a stone. That 
pre-Port Arthur decline has been attrib-
uted to various factors including growing 
urbanisation and states and territories 
progressively implementing more rigorous 
licensing procedures.

Some have argued the NFA accelerated 
that process which is arguable at best. The 
anti-firearms crowd are on firmer ground 

OPINION John Maxwell in Canberra

Port Arthur: 25 years on
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in pointing to the abrupt decline in mass 
shootings after ’96, an achievement which 
seems all the more laudable with every 
new mass shooting in the US. According to 
a report on the US National Public Radio 
(NPR) website there were 194 mass shoot-
ings there this year up to May 10 - we 
only hear of the most significant. The US 
now defines ‘mass’ as four or more victims 
killed or injured, excluding the shooter. To 
allow consistent comparison over 25 years, 
gunpolicy.org has stuck with a definition of 
five dead, excluding the perpetrator.

Australia’s record as Mr Alpers acknowl-
edged isn’t perfect. In May 2018 a man 
shot dead six members of his family then 
himself, the worst such incident since ’96. 
Not acknowledged are other mass murders 
with higher death tolls but no involve-
ment of guns - the Childers backpackers 
hostel fire (15 dead), arson during the 2009 
Black Saturday bushfires (10) and the 2011 
Quakers Hill nursing home fire (11).

The latest homicide figures (2018-19) 
released by the Australian Institute of 
Criminology under its three-decade homi-
cide monitoring program show 35 incidents 
of murder by gun, up from 23 (the lowest 
ever) in 2017-18 but consistent with 
numbers across the past decade, that’s 

half the number killed by knives. What the 
AIC study doesn’t reveal is how many of 
those who committed murder by gun held 
licences and used registered firearms. 

Another AIC study released in 2000 and 
covering the period 1997-99 found the over-
whelming majority - more than 90 per cent 
- of 117 gun homicide offenders were unli-
censed and used unregistered firearms. Has 
that changed in two decades? We just don’t 
know, highlighting an issue agreed on both 
sides of this debate - the dearth of good data.

The propensity of criminals to use guns 
to commit crimes isn’t at all well acknowl-
edged by those agitating for more gun 
control. Mr Alpers said police conducting 
unannounced inspections were discov-
ering high levels of non-compliance on 
the premises of enthusiasts who called 
themselves law-abiding gun owners “until 
they’re blue in the face”.

“It’s the blindness to the fact that lawful 
gun owners are actually part of the problem. 
The proportion of particularly mass 
shooters who are lawful gun owners is very 
very high,” he said. “It’s the majority, yet 
here we still have all these people saying 
I’m a law-abiding sporting shooter. Shooters 
are not a distinct species of people who 
should be treated differently. They’re just 

like us, they are us. We need to treat people 
with guns in the same way we treat people 
with other lethal objects like cars.”

Certainly a small number of obsessive 
collectors and some licensed shooters 
have committed appalling crimes but it’s 
not licensed shooters conducting drive-by 
shootings in the suburbs, murdering gang 
rivals or being busted in possession of 
commercial quantities of drugs and cash 
along with illegal handguns.

Mr Alpers did acknowledge the prolifera-
tion of police task forces across the country 
to tackle the problem of illicit firearms 
and that was having a measurable effect. 
For a bit of shock and horror, gunpolicy.
org released their latest research on gun 
numbers showing Australian civilians now 
own more than 3.5 million registered fire-
arms among 868,000 licensed owners (an 
average of four each).

“It’s clear those who already own guns 
have bought more, while those who don’t 
own guns are becoming more numerous,” 
Mr Alpers said. “Polling confirms this with 
the proportion of Australian households 
with a firearm falling by 75 per cent in 
recent decades.” Unstated but implied was 
more guns equals more death, something 
simply not borne out by the statistics.

PERFORMANCE CENTER M&P9 M2.0
5” PORTED BARREL AND SLIDE

   www.grycol.com.au

https://www.grycol.com.au/
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What seems to bug gun controllers is 
what Alpers termed “a perverse and unin-
tended consequence” of Howard’s gun law 
reforms. For a large number of shooters, 
establishing the genuine reason of sports 
shooting requires membership of a shooting 
organisation and for most that’s the SSAA 
with its established clubs and ranges in 
each state and territory. SSAA member-
ship now exceeds 200,000, up from around 
40,000 pre-Port Arthur.

Alpers said the NFA guaranteed the 
country’s pro-gun lobby group an uncapped 
income in perpetuity from a government 
tax on shooters. “It’s not hard to see war-
chests like that being used to try and roll 
back Australia’s gun laws,” he said.

Ms Peters added: “At least the amount 
of money going to the gun lobby could be 
balanced out if similar funds were being 
provided to people who were concerned 
to maintain the laws.” In other words, the 
government should hand us money. Again 
there’s an unstated view that shooters 
should have no voice and meekly accede to 
whatever restriction government imposes, 
even when said restriction will produce no 
public safety benefit whatsoever.

The NFA was handed down by Mr 
Howard on May 10, 1996 and among gun-
controllers has gained status of holy writ, 

perfect and immutable from the outset. 
Alpers again: “From day one, no Australian 
state or territory fully complied with the 
NFA. All of them ignore the nationally 
agreed ban on gun ownership by under-
18s.” That’s simply untrue. The initial NFA 
was the subject of much back-and-forth 
between the Commonwealth, states and 
territories to clarify certain elements and 
nut out the fine detail.

The NFA was initially silent on junior 
shooters beyond setting a minimum licence 
age of 18. On June 11, 1996 Federal Cabinet 
agreed it would propose to the states that: 
“. . . the position of under-age shooters 
under the Police Ministers’ resolutions be 
clarified to indicate that all jurisdictions 
would allow and continue to allow persons 
under the age of 18 but above a specified 
minimum age to use lawful firearms in 
supervised situations.” Not sure how much 
clearer that could be.

“In summary,” said Alpers, “the pillars 
of the NFA do remain solid but there’s 
never-ending pressure to weaken the 
public safety provisions that were agreed 
in 1996. While Australians proudly tell 
themselves and especially tell those in 
other countries the country’s gun prob-
lems have been overcome, complacency 
will always remain a threat.”

Port Arthur: 25 years on

In one area the gun-controllers do make 
a fair point. With the introduction of stan-
dardised licensing procedures and firearms 
registration it was always envisaged state 
and territory registries would be integrated 
to create a seamless nationally accessible 
system. More than two decades on we’re 
still waiting. Further, even within some 
states and territories their systems are far 
from perfect - it took a tragedy in NSW for 
the registry to embark on major reforms 
after it allowed a man with a long history of 
domestic abuse to acquire handguns which 
he used to murder his two children.   .

Former Prime Minister 
John Howard

Secure your gun
Secure your sport

ssaa.org.au

Great range of gun safes with full specifications

Online brochure 
available now!
• A full list of state firearms registries

• Safe firearms storage

• Explanation of firearms categories

• A comprehensive catalogue of firearm safes 
available in Australia ranging from small to 
large for firearm owners, to extra-large for 
businesses, clubs and serious collectors

• Full contact details of safe distributors

ssaa.org.au/publications/secure-your-gun-secure-your-sport

https://www.ssaa.org.au/?ss_news=secure-your-gun-secure-your-sport
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DEALERS LICENCE NO: 409564311

PH: 02 9882 2689 $15 flat rate post 
for all orders anywhere 

in Australia.

*Excluding firearms and 
dangerous goods

ADDRESS: 19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE: 02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311

www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS: 

MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 

SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery* 

 

 

 

 

BACK PACKS 

2200  $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo  $240

Hyper Hydro  $179

Hyper Vent  $310

Monster Fanny  $215        

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor  $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel  $430

Ultra Day  $240

 
RCBS  
Chargemaster 1500 Scales  $335

Chargemaster Dispenser  $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals)  $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers  $120

Uniflow Powder Measure  $160

Hand Priming Tool     $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale    $95

RC Supreme Master Kit  $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL 

Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest  $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest  $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL

DS750 Digital Scale   $135

Electronic Calipers  $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE

Standard Bi-Pod   $125

Pivot Bi-Pod   $175

Front Leather Bag   $65

Rear Leather Bag   $69 

 

 

 

RANGEFINDERS 

RX-600  $285

RX-750TBR  $405

RX-1000  $485

RX-1000TBR  $550

SCOPES 

VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40  $325

VX-I 3-9x50  $420

VX-I 4-12x40  $420

VX-II 1-4x20  $420

VX-II 2-7x33  $420

VX-II 3-9x40  $460

VX-II 3-9x50  $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  $620

VX-II 4-12x50  $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO  $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT  $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20  $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32  $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36  $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40  $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO  $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR  $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50  $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO  $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR  $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  $1335

Call us for the best prices 

on other products

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600  --------------------------- $275

RX- 750TBR ---------------------- $370

RX- I000 --------------------------- $445

RX- I000TBR  --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33 ----------------------- $275

VX-I 3-9x40  ---------------------- $295

VX-I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380

VX-I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x40  --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x50  --------------------- $475

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  --------------- $560

VX-II 4-12x50  -------------------- $595

VX-II 6-18x40 AO ---------------- $635

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT --------- $690

VX-3 1.5-5x20 -------------------  $525

VX-3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525

VX-3 2.5-8x36 -------------------- $525

VX-3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615

VX-3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO ------------- $750

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR --------------- $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50  ------------------ $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  -------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO ------------- $860

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR ------------  $910

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR --------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT ------  $1055

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375

Chargemaster Dispenser $415

Chargemaster Combo $670

FL Die Sets (most cals) $70

Pro-melt Furnace $710

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool $90

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $195

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale $110

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125

Pivot Bipod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

19 Babbage Rd
Roseville Chase NSW 2069

MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
SAT: 8am - 3pm
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

www.magnumsports.com.au

ADDRESS:  19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE:  02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE  
DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311 www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS:  
MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 
SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery *  

 

 

 

 

BACK PACKS  

2200  $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo  $240

Hyper Hydro  $179

Hyper Vent  $310

Monster Fanny  $215        

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor  $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Du�el  $430

Ultra Day  $240

 
RCBS   
Chargemaster 1500 Scales  $335

Chargemaster Dispenser  $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals)  $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers  $120

Hand Priming Tool     $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale    $95

RC Supreme Master Kit  $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL  

Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest  $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest  $455

Electronic Mu�s $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale   $135

Electronic Calipers  $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bi-Pod   $125

Pivot Bi-Pod   $175

Front Leather Bag   $65

Rear Leather Bag   $69 

 

 

 

RANGEFINDERS  

RX-600  $285

RX-750TBR  $405

RX-1000  $485

RX-1000TBR  $550

SCOPES  

VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40  $325

VX-I 3-9x50  $420

VX-I 4-12x40  $420

VX-II 1-4x20  $420

VX-II 2-7x33  $420

VX-II 3-9x40  $460

VX-II 3-9x50  $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  $620

VX-II 4-12x50  $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO  $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT  $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20  $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32  $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36  $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40  $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO  $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR  $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50  $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO  $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR  $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  $1335

Call us for the best prices 
on other products

*

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600  --------------------------- $275
RX - 750TBR  ---------------------- $370
RX - I000 --------------------------- $445
RX - I000TBR  --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33  ----------------------- $275
VX -I 3-9x40  ---------------------- $295
VX -I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380
VX -I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX -II 3-9x40  --------------------- $380
VX -II 3-9x50  --------------------- $475
VX -II 4-12x40 AO  --------------- $560
VX -II 4-12x50  -------------------- $595
VX -II 6-18x40 AO  ---------------- $635
VX -II 6-18x40 AO TGT  --------- $690
VX -3 1.5-5x20  -------------------  $525
VX -3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525
VX -3 2.5-8x36  -------------------- $525
VX -3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615
VX -3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700
VX -3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700
VX -3 4.5-14x40 AO  ------------- $750
VX -3 4.5-14x40 LR  --------------- $835
VX -3 4.5-14x50  ------------------ $835

VX -3 4.5-14x50 LR  -------------- $915
VX -3 6.5-20x40 AO  ------------- $860
VX -3 6.5-20x40 EFR  ------------  $910
VX -3 6.5-20x40 LR  --------------- $915
VX -3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  ------  $1055
VX -3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375
Chargemaster Dispenser $415
Chargemaster Combo $670
FL Die Sets (most cals) $70
Pro-melt Furnace $710
Vibratory Case Cleaner $155
Electronic Digital Calipers $120
Uniflow Powder Measure $160
Hand Priming Tool $90
Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $195
Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255
RC -130 Reloading Scale $110
RC Supreme Master Kit  $599
Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345
2800 $415
4500 $720
Diablo $240
Hyper Hydro  $179
Hyper Vent $310
Monster Fanny $215
Nanno Fanny $120
Reactor $159
Superday $299
Terra Glide Du�el $430
Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220
Rock Jnr Rest $125
Rock Comp Rest $380
Lead Sled Plus $320
Fire Control R est $455
Electronic Mu�s $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135
Electronic Calipers $79
Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125
Pivot Bipod $175
Front Leather Bag $65
Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

Deltapoint
Leupold Deltapoint  
Micro Reflex Sight
3 MOA Dot
Available for Glock or S&W M&P........ $660

Leupold Deltapoint Pro Reflex Sight
Available in 2.5 MOA or 6 MOA Red Dot
Standard  
Model ................................................. $660
Night Vision  
Capable .............................................. $825

Introductory Pricing

Leupold Freedom  
RDS 1 MOA Dot  
with Picitinny Mount ................... Just $495

Freedom RDS

Leupold Mark 5HD 5-25x56 FFP 35mm 
TMR, PR1-MIL, PR1-MOA, PR2-MIL  
or PR2-MOA ..................................... $3230
CCH Reticle ...................................... $3550
Illuminated TMR, PR1-MIL  
& PR1-MOA ...................................... $4150
Horus H59 or TREMOR3 Reticle ...... $3715
Illuminated TREMOR3 Reticle .......... $4520 
One only with Impact-60 MOA reticle  
just $3295

Diana K98 Air Rifle
Last available in 177 and 22 
Was $750 ...........................  Now just $550

2 MONTH LAY-BY WITH A 20% DEPOSIT

GSG Specials
GSG Firefly 22lr Semi Auto German Made 
Was $540 ............................. 3 only at $399

Leupold Cross Slot Mount  
to suit Deltapoint Pro ............................ $85

RCBS Chargemaster Lite
Limited Stock at this price .................. $549

New Thermal Scopes 
True One Shot Auto Zero 
Nioa Backed 3 year Replacement 
Warranty

Best Value on the Market 
Mounts straight to Pic Rail 
Simple to use One Scroll Knob Menu 
Water Proof

Massive Diana Clearance

Bushnell Elite Tactical Clearance

4.5-30x50 FFP, Japanese Made, 
Lifetime Warranty, 34mm Tube,  
ED Prime Glass with EXO Barrier, 
Available in very limited numbers. 
Horus H59 or TREMOR 3 Reticle ....... $2570

Bushnell Prime 24mp  
Trail Cam  
Low Glow LEDs 
Reduced to $189

Leupold Mark 5HD 3.6-18x44 FFP 35mm
TMR, PR1-MIL or PR1-MOA ............ $2899
CCH Reticle ...................................... $3230
Illuminated TMR, PR1-MIL  
& PR1-MOA ...................................... $3715
Horus H59 or TREMOR3 Reticle ...... $3390
Illuminated TREMOR3 Reticle .......... $4195

iA-317 ............................................... $3199 
384x288 sensor 17 µm 
1200m Detection Range
iA-617 ............................................... $3875 
640x512 Sensor 17 µm 
1200m Detection Range
iA-612 ............................................... $4830 
640x512 Sensor 12 µm 
2000m Detection Range

Leupold Mark 5HD 7-35x56 FFP 35mm 
TMR, PR2-MIL or PR2-MOA ............ $3230
CCH or Impact 60 MOA Reticle ....... $3870
Illuminated TMR ............................... $4520
Horus H59 or TREMOR3 Reticle ...... $4195
Illuminated TREMOR3 Reticle .......... $4995

Mark 5HD
Leupold VX-3HD 4.5-14x40 CDS ZL
Duplex ................................................ $945
Boon & Crockett ............................... $1099

Leupold VX-3HD 2.5-8x36 
CDS ZL Duplex  .................................. $789

Leupold VX-3HD 3.5-10x40  
CDS ZL Duplex ................................... $789

Leupold VX-3HD 3.5-10x50  
CDS ZL Duplex ................................... $945

Leupold VX-Freedom 2-7x33
Rimfire MOA ....................................... $495

VX-Freedom

Leupold VX-3HD 4.5-14x50  
CDS ZL Duplex ................................. $1099

Leupold VX-3HD 1.5-5x20  
ZL Duplex ........................................... $789

VX-3HD

Leupold VX-Freedom 4-12x40
Long Range Duplex .................... Just $495

Leupold Deltapoint Pro Reflex Sight FDE
Available in 2.5 MOA or 6 MOA Red Dot
Standard  
Model ................................................. $740 
Night Vision  
Capable .............................................. $899

Diana 48 Black Air Rifle
High Power Side Lever. In 177 or 22 
Was $810 ...........................  Now just $595

Diana AR8 Air Rifle. Blaser R8 Stock 
Replica. Available in 177 or 22 
Was $655 ............................ Now just $495

Glock 17A Gen 5 9mm, cased with 2 mags
Back Strap kit for all Hand Sizes ...... $1055

Glock 34 9mm 
Cased with 2 mags ........................... $1095

Glock 34 Gen 5 MOS  
Cased with 2 mags ........................... $1380
*Optic not included

Glock 44 22lr Cased  
with 2 mags
Threaded Club Legal Barrel.  
Back Strap kit for all Hand Sizes Just $960

RCBS Ammomaster  
Chronograph ............. Was $460 Just $299

Leupold RX-1400i TBR/W  
Rangefinder with  
T-OLED Display
True Balistic Range Technology 
Magnum Special Price ...............Just $315

Bino Clearance
Leupold BX-1 Mckenzie
Shadow Grey 10x42 Binos
Reduced to  ........................................$299
Free Gift with every set, Bino Harness 
worth $30

Lyman Gen 6  
Compact Powder System
Was $600 ................. Limited stock at $499

Tasco 20-60x60  
Spotting Scope Kit
Angled Eyepiece  
Comes with Tripod ...Reduced to just $189

Tasco 8MP Trail  
Cam Tan
Low Glow LEDs
Was $200 .................................... Just $119

http://magnumsports.com.au/
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K nifemate, Australia’s 
own blade sharpening 
tool, now has a neat 
optional attachment 

which is tailored to the upkeep 
of scissors. The success that 
was the original tool is now 
much more adaptable for the 
sharpening of scissors, which 
require a completely different 
operational angle and process 

than for knife blades.
Using the Knifemate sharpening tool, 

users can buy the attachment which is 
supplied with additional hardware to affix 
it to the existing body. The top jaw and 
spring, which is initially removed from the 

tool, is then retro-fitted to the front of the 
scissor sharpening attachment and once 
the tool is assembled it’s just a matter of 
loading the scissor blade and securing it via 
the adjustable cam clamp system.

As is the case with the Knifemate sharp-
ening tool (with either knife or scissor 
attachment) you must ascertain the 
correct angle and adjust this accordingly 
by setting the jack bar to give the precise 
slant. There are different ways to set this 
either via a mobile phone with digital angle 
finder app or with a texta pen to mark the 
existing bevel on the scissors/knife blade 
- pass the blade lightly over the stone and 
examine the bevel. Adjustment can be 
made to the angle by tweaking the jack bar 

and fastening into place with the lock nut 
(no need to overtighten).

In practice
Using a medium/fine oil stone, rounding up 
some candidate scissors was a tough task. 
While the sharpening attachment works best 
with scissors which can be taken apart, ones 
which are permanently joined together can 
also be sharpened with a little extra manipu-
lation of the tool and stone.

Luckily a neighbour who’s a hairdresser 
managed to find two pairs of barber’s scis-
sors needing urgent attention and I also 
found a small pair of straight-edged pruning 
shears which wouldn’t cut cleanly. Using 
the scissor sharpening attachment, honing 
the single bevel on each of the blades was 
easy, with all three pairs restored to razor-
sharp edges in quick time. 

Ask any barber or hairdresser what a 
decent pair of scissors costs and you’d be 
surprised to receive any change from $500 
- quality blades cost money. Having said 
that, the Knifemate tool can be trusted to 
touch up even the most basic and cheap 
utility scissors with a straight cutting edge, 
though serrated blades are unsuitable. The 
scissor sharpening attachment retails for 
$65 and is available from Knifemate direct 
or via their authorised distributors. More at 
www.blademates.com.au   .

 on scissor attachment
Sharp thinking 
Con Kapralos

Sharpening of most straight-edged 
scissor blades was straightforward.

Knifemate tool with scissor sharpening 
attachment in disassembled form.

The reviewed Knifemate blade sharpening 
tool with scissor sharpening option installed.

https://www.blademates.com.au/
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CONTACT ME ANY TIME

 02 6024 2560

 172 High Street Wodonga VIC 3690

 senator.mckenzie@aph.gov.au

 /senatormckenzie

 @senbmckenzie

Bridget McKENZIE
NATIONALS SENATOR FOR VICTORIA

Senator

Authorised by Bridget McKenzie, National Party of Australia, 172 High Street, Wodonga VIC 3690.

YOUR STRONG
VOICE IN

PARLIAMENT
As a proud law-abiding firearm owner and your strong voice in Canberra,  

I’m passionate about standing up for our healthy, positive sport by promoting  
fact-based social, environmental and economic benefits of hunting and shooting.

I have a proven track record of delivering for hunters and shooters:

  Fighting Green ideology  
with facts and evidence

  Calling out bank  
discrimination

  Busting the myths and  
breaking down the stigma

  Established Parliamentary  
Friends of Shooting

If you are sick and tired of how sections of society treat law-abiding  
hunters and shooters, then join me at:  www.aussielafos.com 

See you out on the range,

                      Backing LAFOs in the fight against any state government move by  
                             stealth to decrease our public land access and ban game hunting

https://aussielafos.com/
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R olling up to Alex’s in regional 
Queensland was a relief after a 
900km drive and it was nice to be 
able to shake his hand and meet his 

daughter Elke again. A lazy afternoon was 
the go as Alex was just back from a hunt 
with two mates who’d done well to nail a 
massive boar and a nice buck. Admiring that 
big buck’s antlers had me primed and ready 
for the next few days.

It was early next morning when Alex and 
I hit the trail and, eventually pulling up at 
the top of a steep incline, the ‘croak-croak’ 
of a mature-sounding buck came drifting 
up the side of the range. Soon we were 
off again, driving around a rough track to 
where it would hopefully be possible to 
walk in fairly close to an area where we 
thought the buck had been croaking.

Shouldering my .358 Mitchell Express 
rifle loaded with 200-grain Hornady 
InterLock projectiles we started the march 
up the first hill and, peering across the 
steep mountain gully, halfway up the oppo-
site side deer were immediately spotted, 
though checking through the Swarovski 
binos it was only a doe with a yearling fawn 
and no buck trailing.

A good spot was found in which to sit 
and scan the surrounding countryside and 
after a few minutes movement was spied 
below and to our left, a small spike buck 
and two does seeming to materialise from 
thick cover. We waited for a dominant buck 
to appear but it didn’t happen. It was unusu-
ally hot for the time of year and the bucks 

weren’t firing up at all, even the guys who’d 
shot a nice one the previous day only found 
him by silent stalking.

We decided to try rattling him in as, from 
the earlier croaks, were fairly certain there 
was a decent buck there somewhere. Alex 
took the antlers from his pack and started 
rattling them but nothing moved over the 

The buck stops here

The doe and fawn spotted at a distance.

Ted Mitchell

Ted and Alex with the buck.
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large expanse in front of us. Trying some-
thing different I let out a few croaks myself 
which probably sounded like a buck with 
laryngitis, so I let Alex take over. Suddenly 
there was a distant croak . . . then silence, 
so it was decided to sneak over the next 
hilltop and check the adjacent gully.

Sitting well below the crest of the hill so 
as not to be skylined, a few more grunts 
were uttered and, watching patiently, a doe 
made her way over the next hilltop before 
a large pair of antlers appeared as a size-
able buck followed her. He had two reason-
ably large palms and all points seemed to 
be intact, a beautiful sight as he strutted 
along behind the doe with antlers rocking 
to and fro as he moved. My mind was made 
up - I wanted him.

Easing myself down beside a large tree 
and cranking up the scope to 9x, I fed a 
round up the spout and told Alex I’d take 
the shot as soon as the buck turned side-
on. Willing the doe to keep edging closer 
and watching the buck through the scope, 
suddenly she turned and trotted back over 
the hill and out of sight. If the buck followed 
her there’d be little chance of a shot in the 
next gully as we knew from past experience 
it was far too dense.

Adopting a steady lean with my hand 
between tree and rifle, his range was a tad 
over 250m. The buck turned and slowly 
sauntered uphill and as I willed him to turn 
slightly before he reached a spot where a 
shot would be dangerous, he obliged and 
slowly moved to his left to follow the doe’s 
course. A slight squeeze on the trigger 
started a chain of events as the crashing 
boom of the shot echoed over the hills 
and a Hornady 200-grain projectile flew 
straight for the buck’s shoulder. While he 
was moving fast and the bullet struck him 
a bit further back than I’d have liked, a 
resounding ‘thwack’ rang out as he dropped. 
He managed to lift his head momentarily 
but was mortally wounded.

Now began the hazardous trek to where 
he was lying. Walking slowly, it was far too 
steep to just cut across to him so a longer 
route was chosen which took us round the 
hill a bit higher up from where we were 
able to slip and slide our way down. Sitting 
quietly beside the buck for a few minutes 
I was experiencing those feelings which 
always engulf me when I shoot a majestic 
animal. There’s always a certain amount of 
sorrow on taking the life of such a beautiful 
creature but mixed with that was the fact 
we’d hunted hard to reach a location where 
a shot was even possible.

Setting the buck up for photos as the 
sun rose and cast its rays between the 
trees, Alex and I looked at each other 

Heading back up one of the hills to the truck.

Alex rattles the antlers in a bid to entice a buck.

and smiled as we knew a couple of days’ 
hunting had ended well. This was a mature 
buck with pedicles right down low on his 
head and judging by his teeth we reck-
oned he’d be about eight years old. We 
took some photos, removed the head for 
a European mount then proceeded to take 
the meat before embarking on the arduous 
slog back up to the vehicle.

That afternoon we set off again, this time 
armed with a combination Brno 7x57mm 
over 12-gauge shotgun as a fox was on the 
agenda, Alex again carrying the antlers as 
he thought we’d give that a go too. From 
a decent vantage point he started rattling 
them and straight away a buck came 
running in from around 150m behind us, he 
was young but would still make good eating 
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The buck stops here

The fallow buck called in and culled for meat.

as he had rolling fat, so it was decided if he 
stopped for a look we’d take him.

Running in pretty fast and jumping the 
fence we’d just crossed, he stopped in his 
tracks having detected us on the wind and 
as he sped past the tree I was standing 
behind, Alex rattled again and he stopped 
and looked straight at us. Having the little 
Brno ready, a quick lift and squeeze of the 
trigger sent a 173-grain projectile into the 

front of his shoulder. Amazingly he took off 
like he wasn’t even hit but within 20m just 
dropped. After a few photos his meat was 
taken and tucked into our packs before we 
headed over a couple of hills and stopped at 
a foxy-looking corner.

After whistling a few times a redcoat 
was spotted running towards us and, at 
the command to stop, he froze as a load of 
BB shot dropped him instantly. Walking on 

a little further a few more whistles were 
given before a mangy old male came hesi-
tantly towards us then decided he didn’t 
like that whistle and started mooching 
away up the hill. Opting to have a go at 
him I snuck through the prickles and long 
grass to within 25m and let him have 
a charge of BBs - one more fox off the 
farmer’s worry list before it was time for 
us to head back to the vehicle and unload 
our packs.

The past couple of days had been 
rewarding with some good hunts accom-
plished and excellent trophies taken. The 
following day we’d be hunting a different 
property with a good friend of ours, Chris, 
a bow hunter so rather than a rifle I’d be 
carrying a camera and hoping for some 
photos of Chris with a nice fallow buck. 
Having been lucky in landing one myself it 
would be pleasing to watch someone else 
do well. I might add Chris succeeded in 
shooting his first-ever buck with a bow and 
the following day took a large one using 
his .270 rifle. But that’s another story.   .

One of the foxes shot with Ted’s 
combination rifle.

Another fox that won’t be killing any 
more lambs.
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POLARIS

Partners
A U S T R A L I A www.polarisaustralia.com |  /PolarisAustralia |  /polarisorv_aus

VERSATRAC TURF 
MODE

ON DEMAND TRUE
ALL-WHEEL-DRIVE (AWD)

44 HP DUMP BOX CAPACITY 
227KG

SPEED KEY  
READY

IRS WITH 25.4CM 
OF TRAVEL

680KG TOWING
CAPACITY

KG
680

SEAT BELT  
INTERLOCK

 570 PURSUIT CAMO

ALL-DAY COMFORT
Confidently soak up rough 
terrain with 10” of independent 
rear suspension travel and 
rise over obstacles with 10” of 
ground clearance, delivering the 
smoothest ride in mid-size utility. 
Enjoy the added convenience and 
comfort with an adjustable tilt 
steering wheel.

COMPACT CAPABILITY
BEST-IN-CLASS POWER

The RANGER 570 has the hauling 
power you need for jobs big and small. 
The standard 2” hitch receiver can tow 
up to 1,500 lb with a 500 lb gas-assist 
dump box, so you can unload  
your cargo with ease.

The purpose-built ProStar 570 engine 
delivers best in class power and 

performance with 44 HP and  
smooth low-end torque.  

True On-Demand All Wheel  
Drive gives you the  
traction you need,  

right when you  
need it.

#Model shown with optional extra accessories

*Offer ends 30/9/21 or while stocks last. Offer only available at participating Polaris Dealers. Not valid with any other offer. Excludes fleet clients. ^Any brand ATV is eligible for the additional $1,000 trade-in bonus excluding all models under 225cc. The Quad Bike traded must be complete and in running and 
riding order with no significant damage apart from normal wear and tear. Limit one trade-in per Ranger 570 Pursuit Camo purchase or at dealer discretion. ^^Accessories offer only valid with the purchase of a new RANGER 570 PURSUIT CAMO. +Finance offer is available on chattel mortgage to approved ABN 

holders (3+ years ABN Registration and trading) for business purposes and subject to credit approval at DLL’s discretion. A one-off fee ($440.00 establishment fee) terms and conditions and exclusions apply. Polaris Finance is provided by De Lage Landen Pty Limited ABN 20 101 692 040.

$1,000 ATV TRADE-IN BONUS^

$1,000 FREE ACCESSORIES^^

OR

4.99% PA DLL FINANCE 
OVER 36-48 MONTHS T.A.P+

$14,995

https://www.polarisaustralia.com/
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T he McNab. A Scottish outdoor chal-
lenge which involves taking a brace 
of grouse, a red stag and a salmon 
- all in one day. Still one of the great 

pursuits for followers of the gun, rifle and 
rod and still applauded on completion.

But with no plans to visit Scotland 
and looking for a McNab-type pursuit 
for a retirement project, my idea for the 
‘Three-gun McNab’ arose. A real test for 
those who strive for mastery of the firearm 
in its three main forms - a rifle, shotgun and 
pistol challenge the shooting ‘all-rounder’ 
could participate in.

In essence it’s a shooting ‘match’ which 
proves very difficult but not impossible. 
While any single element may present as 
easy to some, it’s the concept of completing 
them all in succession which I believe will 
have the ‘all-rounders’ grinding their teeth 
in frustration. And make no mistake, In 
Succession is the challenge here - fail at any 
one stage and you’re back at the start line.

I’ve always gone down the road of ‘buy 
only the guns you need then try to wear 
them out’. And trust me, if you take on this 
challenge you will be wearing them out 
but will have great fun in the process. My 
all-arounder Three-gun McNab match is 
conducted as follows.

Shotgun
I like this section as it’s arguably the 
easiest. Completing it involves a round 
each of Skeet and Trap (DTL) with a perfect 
25/25 for each being the standard required, 
Trap to be single barrel only to keep it in 
sync with Skeet. Because the ‘match’ is 

basically a field shooting challenge (pistol 
apart), all shotgun shooting is to be from 
the gun down position which in itself makes 
things more difficult (legal in DTL - I 
checked with the ACTA rules). I suggest 
No.9 shot for Skeet with cylinder or skeet 
choking and for Trap, No.7½ or 8 shot with 
improved modified (¾) choke. My only 
other advice would be to watch the bird, 
keep your head on the stock throughout the 
whole shooting action and ‘follow through’ 
after the shot. On successful completion in 
succession, pick up the rifle.

Rifle
I feel this is where the ‘match’ gets difficult 
with scope sights being your only saviour. 
It involves completion of the two SSAA 
Field Rifle courses - rimfire and centrefire, 

Chas Harding

The Three-gun 
McNab challenge

50 single shots, Skeet & Trap, gun down 
start and 50 broken clays needed.One of the benefits of McNab practice.

Firearms required for the Three-gun McNab.



1848 The Horsley Drive HORSLEY PARK NSW 2175  PHONE 02 9620 1313  EMAIL sales@hpgs.biz
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LIKE US

FIREARM SPECIALS

RUGER AMERICAN 22LR PACKAGE WITH 3-9X40 SCOPE & MOUNTS, 
PADDED GUN BAG AND HOPPES BORESNAKE .....................ONLY $740
RUGER AMERICAN 22 WMR ODG GREEN WITH  
TASCO 3-9x40 WORLD CLASS SCOPE & MOUNTS,  
PADDED GUN BAG AND HOPPES BORE SNAKE ....................ONLY $795

RUGER AMERICAN RANCH RIFLE BLUE 223 16” THREADED  
10RND AR STYLE MAG .........................................................................$895
RUGER PRECISION RIMFIRE 17HMR  
BLACK FIXED STOCK 9RND .................................................................$895
RUGER PRECISION RIMFIRE WMR  
BLACK FIXED STOCK 9RND .................................................................$895
RUGER PRECISION RIMFIRE 22LR FDE FIXED STOCK 10RND .......$925

RUGER PRECISION RIMFIRE 22LR GREY FIXED STOCK  
10 RND ....................................................................................................$925

LE115394 MARK AR MOD 1 6-18X40 AO P5 MIL DOT .........................$749
LE119688 DELTA POINT PRO MATTE 2.5 MOA DOT ...........................$630

LE171389 VX-5HD 2-10x42 30MMCDS ZL2  
FIREDOT DUPLEX ...............................................................................$1570
LE171390 VX-5HD 3-15x56 30MM CDS ZL2 SF  
FIREDOT DUPLEX ...............................................................................$1995
LE171714 VX-5HD 3-15x44 30MM CDS ZL2 SF DUPLEX ..................$1490
LE172337 VX-3LRP 4.5-14x50 30MM SF TMR ....................................$1320
LE172368 VX-5HD 3-15x44 30MM CDS ZL2 SF  
FIREDOT DUPLEX ...............................................................................$1570

LE174179 VX-FREEDOM RIMFIRE 2-7x33 MATTE MOA .....................$495
LE174181 VX-FREEDOM RIMFIRE 3-9x40 MATTE MOA .....................$495
LE174182 VX-FREEDOM 3-9x40 CDS DUPLEX ...................................$495
LE174665 VX-FREEDOM 4-12x40 MATTE TRI MOA ............................$595

LE179313 VX-FREEDOM 4-12x40 LR DUPLEX RETICLE ....................$495

LE180617 VX-3HD 3.5-10x40 CDS ZL DUPLEX ....................................$770
LE180619 VX-3HD 4.5-14x40 CDS ZL DUPLEX ....................................$920
LE180622 VX-3HD 4.5-14x50 CDS ZL DUPLEX ..................................$1095

LE181176 BX-2 ALPINE HD 8x42  
SHADOW GREY BINOCULARS .............................................................$395
LE181177 BX-2 ALPINE HD 10x42  
SHADOW GREY BINOCULARS .............................................................$420
LE172666 BX-4 PROGUIDE HD 10x42  
SHADOW GREY BINOCULARS .............................................................$765
LE181172 BX-1 MCKENZIE HD 8x42  
SHADOW GREY BINOCULARS .............................................................$320
LE181173 BX-1 MCKENZIE HD 10x42  
SHADOW GREY BINOCULARS .............................................................$340
LE181174 BX-1 MCKENZIE HD 10x50  
SHADOW GREY BINOCULARS .............................................................$360

LE173805 RX-1600i TBR/W DNA  
BLACK GREY OLED RANGEFINDER ....................................................$735
LE180143 SX-2 ALPINE HD  
20-60x60 ANGLED SPOTTING SCOPE .................................................$620

LEUPOLD OPTIC SPECIALS

R87472 PARTNER PRESS 2 RELOADING KIT .....................................$470
R9290 RCBS SUMMIT PRESS ...............................................................$495
R90366 RCBS TRIM PRO 2 CASETRIMMER KIT .................................$265
R98940 RCBS CHARGEMASTER LITE   
POWDER DISPENSER ...........................................................................$570
R9010 RCBS UNIFLOW POWDER MEASURE .....................................$155

LY-BDB LYMAN DIGITAL BORESCOPE WITH MONITOR ....................$520
LY-BSCTX LYMAN BRASS SMITH CASE TRIM XPRESS .....................$320
LY-CRT LYMAN CYCLONE ROTARY CASE TUMBLER ........................$475
LYMAN GEN 6 DIGITAL POWDER SYSTEM .........................................$475
LY-PT1500 LYMAN POCKET TOUCH 1500 DIGITAL SCALE ..................$65
LY-BJC LYMAN MATCH BAG AND JACK RIFLE REST SET .................$160
LY-TMBHD LYMAN LONG RANGE SHOOTING TAC  
MATT BLACK HEAVY DUTY ...................................................................$185
LEUPOLD THERMAL AUTOSEAL 16OZ MUG.........................................$18

ACCESSORIES

https://www.horsleyparkgunshop.com.au/
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stage when the participant realises they 
have punched out two successive 360s in 
rifle, the handgun beckons.

Pistol
Now to my mind this is where the really 
hard work starts with open sight only 
being the rule. This section of the McNab 
involves the completion - twice - of the 
90-round Centrefire Service Pistol Match 
with a minimum acceptable score of 800 
out of 900 each time. Pistol enthusiasts will 
scoff at this but when I add that this section 
must be completed with both revolver 
and self-loading - ammunition to have a 
power factor of at least 120 (bullet weight x 
velocity) and all shooting from the leather - 
I’m sure a definite focusing of the mind will 
occur. To rifle and shotgun gurus new to 
handgun this may seem insurmountable.   

So my advice here is: The handgun must 
be absolutely reliable as time limits are 
short in some stages and a malfunction will 

ruin your day. Practise reloading quickly 
(but safely) especially with the revolver. In 
the ‘below the shoulder unaimed’ seven-
yard section, take a quick glimpse down 
‘over’ the pistol to ensure it’s lined up on 
the target, squeeze the first shot and look 
for the fall of shot. Make small movements 
of the wrist to adjust.

Other observations which may help 
overall include picking days with little or 
no wind and minimum glare. In rifle and 
pistol, strive for as many 10s where they’re 
most likely to occur, ie, closer targets or 
longer timed sections as this counters 
the odd loose shot. In all three disciplines 
remember that ‘follow through’ after each 
shot is vital. In rifle and pistol this means 
keeping the sights on target during and 
after the shot and, when done correctly, 
you’ll find you can ‘call’ each shot. In 
shotgun it means keeping your head on 
the stock after the shot with the gun still 
moving and watching the clay bird break, 
only then is the shot completed.

Conclusion
If the all-rounder can successfully 
complete this Three-gun McNab, to my 
mind they can reasonably claim they’ve 
mastered the firearm in its three main 
forms and should be very proud of their 
achievement. As I write this and reflect 
on six years of retirement and my pursuit 
of the McNab, it’s a work in progress. I’ve 
come close several times and it remains a 
marvellous test and great fun. If and when 
I finally achieve it, I have in mind another 
challenge - the ultimate in riflery. A 
matchbox at 500 yards with one shot only 
on a designated day. I can see the ‘500 Fly’ 
rifle nuts smiling already. Here we go again 
- keep wearing them out!   .

each comprising rapid fire, offhand, standing 
supported and sitting supported. Ranges 
vary from 25m to 200m so this is a real 
field-based challenge. The rub here is the 
allocated score as to successfully move on 
to the pistol, the McNab participant must 
score in both R/F and C/F a minimum of 
360 out of 400 - basically all 2x40 shots in 
the 9 ring or better. It’s do-able by a regular 
rifle shooter on a good day but for the pistol 
or shotgun enthusiast having a bad day? 
Start again mate. Some practices I’ve found 
helpful personally are as follows.

Rapid fire: Keep the rifle at the 
shoulder while cycling the action as this 
allows more time on target during the 
15-second run.

Offhand: You will never hold dead still 
so squeeze the trigger while the cross-
hairs ‘move’ around the bull but do not 
yank the trigger. 

Supported: Against most theory, I hold 
the rifle hard against the post. It’s the only 
immovable object in your firing platform so 
use it. If necessary, adjust sights if this posi-
tion causes point of impact change. At this 

The Three-gun McNab challenge

180 shots, self-loading and 
revolver, 7-50m in various 
positions, all 9 ring or better.

Chas uses a support post to his advantage.

Look down over the handgun when 
aligning for unsighted 7m section.
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I first I heard of 
Mick Formosa 
and South Coast 
Taxidermy 

when New South Wales 
knifemaker Rob Podesta 

of Ulladulla sent me a photo 
of a magnificent red stag 
Mick had mounted for 
him. It looked pretty good 
and over the following 
year or so, Mick’s name 
came up a number of times. 

Somewhere along the line 
the question was asked if I’d 

like to have a closer look at his 
work and talk to him about it and 

we eventually arranged a meeting 
while I was in the Illawarra region 
visiting family. It was an interesting 
morning to say the least.

A painter and decorator by trade, 
Mick has been working as a full-time 
taxidermist since 1993, transitioning 
to a craft that’s complementary to 
and integral with his lifelong interest 
in all things hunting. He’s clearly 
passionate about what he does 
and that comes through in the way 
he talks about not just taxidermy 
but hunting in general. He’s happy 
within himself about what he does, 
enjoys the work involved and is always 
looking to improve his skills to ensure 

his clients receive the best possible 
results he can achieve.

He frequently collaborates with 
others in the trade, notably Queensland 
taxidermist Tony Bianco whose work 

is widely recognised around the country 
especially for his buffalo and banteng 
mounts, examples of which I’m pleased 
to have in my own trophy room. Like all 
the dedicated taxidermists I’ve met, Mick 
makes his moulds and blows his own forms 
for the different game species and is happy 
to cut and glue them to meet individual 
customers’ requirements in terms of how 
they want the finished mount to look.

He’s also content to work with modern 
forms from other makers if that’s what a 
client prefers and has a good eye for detail, 
reflected by the quality paints and other 
products he uses to finish off his mount 
along with a library of photographs and 
magazine articles featuring live animals, 
all of which provide reference material to 
ensure the final mount is as close to lifelike 
as he can possibly make it.

Like most solo taxidermists Mick’s 
turnover for trophies averages around 
12 months - a timeframe his customers 
are happy to accept given the outcome 
they receive - and he often works 12-14 
hour days to meet their needs. Many of 
his clients hunt overseas and he regu-
larly arranges importation of trophies for 
mounting in Australia, giving travelling 
hunters the opportunity to ensure the 
finished product is what they desire. It 
also means they don’t have to worry about 
finding something less than ideal that’s 
been churned out on a production line basis 
overseas where the care factor is minimal 
and workmanship shoddy. Mick also 
organises the export of trophies taken in 
Australia for overseas hunters.

an art to behold
Senior correspondent John Dunn

Putting the final touches to a black 
wildebeest trophy.

Intricacies of taxidermy
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His personal hunting experience 
includes all the Australian deer species 
as well as goats, pigs, bantengs, buffaloes 
and scrub bulls. He’s also hunted thar and 
chamois in New Zealand and by his own 
admission needs a sika stag for his collec-
tion. He’s hunted in North America and 
has made eight trips to Canada, a country 
he clearly loves. Having a look through 
his trophy room is something of a revela-
tion, his collection of mounts including 
a wide array of big game such as elks, 
bears, bison and coyotes as well as smaller 
game animals and birds from Australia and 
abroad, a clear indication of his hunting 
interests and also the variety of work he’s 
capable of producing.

By his own admission he loves working 
on sheep trophies and is looking forward 
to being back in the paddock to continue 
his big game hunting. He has contacts in 
Australia as well as North America (Alaska 
and Texas), Africa, New Zealand, Spain, 
Russia and Kazakhstan in Central Asia.

Given Mick lives in the Illawarra, many 
of the mounts he does are of rusa deer. 
The day I visited his studio there was a 
rusa stag on his work stand which was 
almost ready for the month-long drying-
out process, necessary before the finishing 
touches can be applied. There were also 

mounts of red, fallow and chital deer drying 
on the wall as well as a feral goat, feral 
pig, an African bush pig and an impressive 
Arapawa ram from New Zealand.

At time of writing he has a studio full 
of new trophies from North America and 
Africa, all of which will be tended to in due 
course as he works his way through them 
in the order they arrived. For enquiries, 
Mick Formosa and South Coast Taxidermy 
can be reached at formosa.mick@gmail.com 
or mick@southcoasttaxidermy.com or by 
phone on 0407 950 006.   .

Mick loves working on sheep mounts, 
including rams like this.

Table mount of an Indian blackbuck.

Mick in his trophy room with mounts reflecting a 
broad range of hunting experience.

https://www.customengrave.com.au/
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B ack in 2015 we reviewed the 
Blaser F3 Supersport, concluding 
it was one of the finest competion 
guns anywhere - and that’s still my 

impression. Blaser (pronounced blah-zer) 
was established in 1975 by Horst Blaser in 
Germany with the aim of producing high-
quality hunting rifles and, more recently, 
there’s been a great deal of time and effort 
put into producing the F3 and lower-cost 
F16 series of shotguns which we also 
reviewed favourably.

The gun
The most recent Blaser F3 Vantage is 
a fixed rib version of the F3 with a high 
stock and double ventilated rib and when I 
opened the deluxe Negrini carry case that 
comes as standard, I thought Australian 
Blaser agents Outdoor Sporting Agencies 

had sent me a Trap gun. The high rib and 
substantial stock suggested this would be a 
high-shooting gun designed for fast-rising 
departing targets.

The reality is this is a sophisticated 
sporter which shoots 60/40 patterns above 
and below the point of aim. It’s a striking 
looking firearm with svelte black finish and 
lack of decoration and engraving save for 
the F3 logo coloured gold on both sides of 
the action. The Grade 5 timber is impres-
sive, all the more so as the black action 
highlights its beauty.

Stock 
Unlike the other high-grade Beretta DT11, 
Krieghoff K80 and Blaser F3 Supersport 
we’ve reviewed previously, this gun has a 
high straight stock with no adjustable comb 
or Monte Carlo but features an excellent 

recoil-absorbing KICK-EEZ pad. Stock 
drop dimensions are roughly 1.4" to 1.9" 
(37-48mm) along the gently sloping comb, 
length of pull 14.8" (375mm) and it has a 
pitch down measurement of 84 degrees. 
At extra cost you can order the Supersport 
Monte Carlo stock with or without adjust-
able comb from the factory.

 - when perfection is a must
Paul Miller

Blaser F3 Vantage

The F3 Vantage comes with superb 
Grade 5 walnut.
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The F3 Vantage will interest anyone 
familiar with standard stock dimensions. 
It looks like a Trap stock but is actually 
the perfect height for someone with a 
normal-to-longer neck and, in combination 
with the high rib, gives a nice upright head 
position and considerably improved view 
of the targets than a conventionally lower-
ribbed gun.

An upright head position allows you to 
shoot with maximum vision and reduced 
recoil effect which of course relies on 
mounting the gun properly (but comfort-
ably) higher in the shoulder pocket. There’s 
a little ‘cast off’ of 3mm at heel and 9mm 
at the toe of the stock for right-handed 
shooters and my right-handed mates loved 
it. Left-handed stocks are also available 
with the same dimensions but ‘cast on’ 
for all you lefties out there. Chequering 
is superb and complements the fine satin-
finished walnut on the stock.

The trim, extra-full pistol grip and right-
handed palmswell give a comfortable and 
positive grip and position your trigger 
finger in perfect alignment with the trigger, 
which is adjustable backwards and forward 
from centre position to allow for finger 
length and comfort. This doesn’t change 
length of pull as adjusting the trigger 
doesn’t lengthen or shorten the stock.

In terms of adjusting length of pull, you 
can always have a couple of recoil pads in 
different thicknesses rather than cutting 
the stock and potentially regretting that in 
future. Changing length of pull by installing 
a thinner pad or extending the stock with a 
thicker pad can make a world of difference 
to consistency of handling when shooting, 
especially in hot or cold weather where 
more or less clothing may be needed.

Barrels
The F3 Vantage is available with 30" or 
32" barrels, the test gun equipped with the 

former. The deluxe Negrini gun case also 
has a place for another set of barrels and 
spare fore-end which is handy if you decide 
on a second set for a different purpose, 
perhaps 32" Supertrap barrels for Trap 
shooting or for those who like conventional 
32" barrels for Sporting Clays.

The barrels on this gun are an attractive 
matte black velvet (powder-coated nitride) 
finish which is said to be hard wearing and 
rust-resistant. The subtle bells at the end 
of the barrels accommodate your choice 
of the five colour-coded Briley extended 
Spectrum chokes which come supplied, 
ranging from Skeet to Full with the usual 
suspects in between.

The barrels are over-bored at 18.7mm 
with long forcing cones and feature a very 
shallow 2.5 degree lead into the forcing 

cones which minimises disturbance and 
thus damage to the shot as it enters the 
barrel, these features contributing to a 
noticeably lower recoil sensation using 
high performance Trap or Sporting 28-gram 
loads. The barrels are steel shot proof and 
chambered for up to 3" (76mm) shells, half 
choke the recommended maximum in this 
gun if shooting steel shot (half equates 
to full with steel shot compared to lead). 
The three-quarter and full chokes carry a 
warning not to use them with steel shot.

Action
The F3 Vantage is a smart-looking shotgun 
and the low profile matte black action is a big 
contributor to this. The mechanical triggers 
are perfection, lock time incredibly fast and 
trigger pulls are both 1.4kg and break like 

The F3 Vantage Sporter - built to an 
uncompromising standard.

The rib at the muzzle is 10mm high 
which lowers the pattern to 60/40 

above and below point of aim.
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glass. The barrel firing order is selected by a 
small lever in the triggerguard in front of the 
trigger, much like a Krieghoff K80. 

Lock up of the action is achieved by a 
substantial underbolt which engages a 
space in the barrel lump under the bottom 
barrel and it’s still a surprisingly shallow 
action, especially when you allow for this 
under-locking method which secures the 
gun when closed. The action also features a 
removable breech plate, a fine piece of engi-
neering designed to give easy access to the 
direct in-line firing pins and springs.

As noted in the first review, the F3 differs 
from most shotguns in that it cocks the 
ejectors on firing - with other guns it can be 
more difficult closing them as they cock the 
ejectors on closing - and if you find yourself 
with a gun which takes a bit of forcing to 
close, this can cause loss of concentration. 
I’ve never experienced this but the F3 
Supersport and this Vantage close solidly 
with a feeling of total precision.

Rib
The rib on this gun is not adjustable and 
quite high, approximately 14mm at its 
highest point, tapering down to 10mm at 
the muzzle. Its width over the action is 
10.5mm and tapers to 8.5mm above the 
muzzle. It consists of two layers of ventila-
tion almost like a rib on a rib, very distinc-
tive looking and lives up to the Vantage 
name in that it gives an excellent view of 
any target presentation and has a visual 
feeling of precision that draws the eye out 
to the target.

It has one slim red fibre optic Hi-Viz bead 
at the muzzle though I’d like to see a small 
metal mid-bead on a competition gun like 
this and I’m sure it could be supplied with 
one if specified. The height of this rib in 
combination with the relatively high stock 
gives a comfortable head and neck position 
and yet shoots very flat at about 60/40 as 
noted. It’s the height of the rib at the muzzle 
that effectively pushes the barrels down to 
give a flatter shooting gun. Very clever.

Blaser balancing system
Like its sister F3 Supersport, this gun is 
fitted with the Blaser weight adjustment and 
balancing system. You can add or subtract 
four small 42.5g (1.5oz) weights which attach 
to two panels and are themselves attached 
between the barrels and covered by the fore-
end. There’s a balancing system in the stock 
with two weights that move up and down 
on the threaded rod which holds the stock 
to the action. I shot without weights and 
also with all four installed and for me the six 
ounces made a big difference. Without the 
weights the gun is neutrally balanced over 

the hinge pin and quick to handle, with all 
four weights installed the balance is slightly 
ahead of the hinge pin and somewhat slower 
and smoother to swing. Remember too, a 
heavier gun exhibits even less felt recoil.

Shooting impressions
This F3 handles perfectly and feels ‘alive’ 
in your hands and while it’s a sporter, I 
think it could be shot in any discipline with 
confidence. It worked perfectly at Skeet 
and DTL, putting its patterns with suit-
able chokes installed exactly where I was 

looking and destroying targets when I got 
my act together.

I like a flat-shooting gun for everything 
so not to confuse myself between disci-
plines, particularly relevant in the Sporting 
discipline where a huge variety of target 
presentations are possible. The clever 
combination of high rib and complemen-
tary high stock makes this Vantage a flat-
shooting gun with an upright head position 
for excellent target acquisition and shooter 
comfort - no more jamming your head down 
on the stock and having a sore neck.

Unadorned black action highlights the walnut 
stock and fore-end. The ramped rib rises to 

14mm then back to 10mm at the muzzle.

In the right hands the F3 Vantage will 
destroy clay targets. 

Blaser F3 Vantage  - when perfection is a must
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It’s this clever combination of stockwork 
and barrel technology that makes Blaser 
guns tame recoil and be so pleasant to 
shoot. If I was buying this gun, I’d choose a 
left-handed Monte Carlo Supersport stock 
matched to the Vantage barrel dimensions 
as I have a long neck and the dimensions 
of this stock with more drop at heel would 
suit me better.

Exceptional engineering and perfor-
mance come at a price - this gun retails 
for around $14,500. Higher grades with 
even more spectacular timber, nickel silver 
action and varying degrees of engraving - 
including the option of sideplates to allow 
more engraving space - will really have 
your wallet vibrating.

This is a thoroughly modern gun with 
many innovative and impressive features, 
beautifully made with the wood-to-metal 
and metal-to-metal fit just perfect. The 
Vantage is a fine addition to the F3 lineage 
and will reward the serious shotgunner 
looking for that extra target which can 
make the difference between winning 
your grade or possibly the High Gun 
prize. I can’t recommend it too highly. 
More at www.blaser.de (click for preferred 
language in top corner of home page) or 
www.blaser-usa.com.   .

Specifications:
Manufacturer: Blaser, Germany
Model: F3 Vantage
Gauge: 12-gauge 3" chambers, steel shot proof 
Trigger: Single selective mechanical, barrel selector in front of trigger guard
Barrel length: 30"
Barrel weight: 1580 grams without weights attached
Rib: Fixed multi-ventilated, elevated 14mm at highest point, width 10.5mm tapering to 
8.5mm
Chokes: Briley Spectrum, five chokes, Skeet through Full, open chokes to half choke are 
suitable for steel shot
Safety: Two-position, tang mounted
Sights:  Red fibre optic front
Stock and Fore-end: Grade 5 Caucasian walnut, straight stock non-adjustable, 
palmswell, slim beavertail fore-end, others available
Weight: Approximately 3.75kg ( 8lb 5oz) depending on density of walnut in stock and 
fore-end and weights employed in balancing system. Max weight approx 8lb 11oz
Barrel weights: 2x70 grams for threaded stock bolt, 4x42.5g (1½oz) for attaching under 
fore-end
Accessories: Stock wrench, Briley choke wrench, Allen key to install weights, Briley 
grease, Blaser protective slips for stock and barrel
Warranty: 10 years 
RRP: As tested about $14,500   
Distributor: Outdoor Sporting Agencies 

https://www.blaser.de/us/
https://nanuk.com/
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P roducts dedicated to the art of hand-
loading continue to grow in sheer 
volume as well as overall quality 
and with those enhanced develop-

ments have come great improvements in 
our shooting abilities and successes. But 
as good as those components parts have 
become they’re essentially worthless 
without reliable data to accompany them.

I admit I’m a collector and some might 
even call me a bit of a hoarder when it 
comes to reloading manuals. Some of my 
guides date back as far as the 1960s and 
’70s and I still find them useful today, but 
as product lines are expanded and fresh 
cartridges developed it’s important to stay 
abreast of those changes - and that usually 
means I must find room on my bookshelves 
for those new manuals as they appear.

Two of the latest publications are 
Hornady’s 11th and Nosler’s 9th Edition, 
released earlier this year. But there’s one 
more manual I’d personally recommend 
even though it’s been around for a few 
years and that’s Lyman’s latest - the 50th 

Edition. Because Lyman doesn’t manufac-
turer bullets, the information in these pages 
covers a broader array of bullet options to 
choose from. 

 
Hornady’s 11th Edition
This latest offering was released in April 
and comprises more than 1000 pages of 

statistics, techniques and bullet informa-
tion, a huge publication which tips the scale 
at an impressive 1½kg. Within these pages 
are more than 200 cartridge listings and 
1500 load combinations including many of 
the newest offerings like the 6mm ARC, 
.224 Valkyrie, 350 Legend, .28 Nosler, 6mm 
Creedmoor, 6.5 PRC and 300 PRC.

Thomas Tabor

Handloading manuals   
three of the best 

Lyman’s manual covers a diverse selection of bullets from various manufacturers.

These manuals contain a huge 
amount of information to 
benefit any handloader.
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Like most reloading manuals published 
by bullet manufacturers, the Hornady 
version is tied directly to bullets made by 
them. But aside from the load recipes many 
shooters will likely find Hornady’s exten-
sive glossary a great reference tool as well 
as the coverage of factors which influence 
chamber pressures and velocities.

Load charts are broken down by powder 
type, charge weights and the muzzle veloci-
ties those charges are expected to produce. 
Of course those generated by the company’s 
testing equipment and, as such your own 
velocities, could be slightly different. These 
variations can be due to differences in barrel 
length and a variety of other contributing 
characteristics and as a precautionary 
measure Hornady has chosen to highlight 
what they consider maximum loads in 
red, noting those charge levels should be 
approached with a degree of caution.

I found the chapter entitled ‘Accuracy and 
Reloading Techniques’ particularly worth-
while as it provides details on the compo-
nent parts but also includes information 
on case forming, adjusting for headspace, 
annealing, bullet pulling and more. Other 
than the hard version of this manual you 

can also download it as an Apple iBook or 
receive it on your Kindle, that way you can 
take the book anywhere and avoid having to 
lug it around. As a pleasant surprise I found 
a card inside my own copy granting me 
one-year free subscription to the Hornady 
Reloading Guide Mobile App.

Nosler Reloading Guide No.9
This arrived on the scene earlier this year 
and is packed full of updated material for 
both rifle and handgun cartridges including 
many of the newest developed ones. Each 
listing begins with a one-page summary 
by an established outdoor writer who 
provides opinions and experience with that 
particular calibre (Nosler even invited me 
to contribute and I penned the intro for the 
.17 Remington).

The book covers all the bullets Nosler 
produces up until last year. The rifle 
section data begins with the tiny .17 calibre 
rounds and ends with the huge .458s and 
spans 9mm up to the .45 calibres in its 
handgun section. As well as the many old 
favourites, nine new cartridges have been 
added including the .20 Nosler, .22 Nosler, 
.24 Nosler, 6mm Creedmoor, 6mm XC, 6.5 

PRC, .27 Nosler, 7.62x39 and .33 Nosler.
The chapter entitled ‘Getting Ready 

to Reload’ shouldn’t be missed as it 
covers a wealth of info pertaining to basic 
reloading precautions as well as looking at 
component parts, chamber pressures and 
gear. There are also charts which provide 
energy levels based on muzzle velocities 
in yardage increments out to 500 yards for 
rifle cartridges and 300 yards for handgun. 
All Nosler’s bullet designs are covered 
including cut-away photos to illustrate the 
internal variations, always helpful when it 
comes to matching a particular bullet to a 
specific shooting activity.

No matter how well stocked your reloading 
bench is you must have good reliable data.

The diversity in the ammunition we shoot makes it 
necessary to have sound information. 

Handloading manuals - three of the best
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Load facts for each cartridge include 
an array of the best-suited powders and 
matches the listed charge weights to esti-
mated produced muzzle velocities - and 
those powder charges which produced 
the most accurate shooting results at 
the factory have been acknowledged by 
asterisks. Even though those loads may 
not always be the most accurate in your 
particular firearm, the point is certainly 
worth considering when selecting a load for 
your own use.  

Powder charges considered by the 
publisher to produce maximum pressure 
have also been marked, but those figures 
should always be viewed with caution. 
The true maximum powder charge can 
frequently vary from firearm to firearm and 
for that reason you should never approach 
those levels in a cavalier manner. Overall 
cartridge case length recommendations are 
also provided but, like maximum powder 
charges, these too can vary depending 
upon your firearm and how you prefer to 
seat your bullets.

Lyman 50th Edition
For more than a century Ideal, followed 
eventually by Lyman, have provided the 
core resources of handloading files for those 
who like to reload their own ammunition, 
the various Lyman manuals having been 
a staple for me personally. Even though 
Lyman creates such products as bullet 
moulds and bullet-making items they 
don’t actually manufacture or sell bullets. 
Because of that the company holds no alle-
giance to any single brand of bullets, the 
result being a manual that’s more diverse in 
its coverage with a much broader spectrum 
of bullet choices to select from.

The data portion of the book breaks 
down into three categories: rifle, handgun 
and Thompson/Center Contender & 
Encore. And even though Lyman’s 50th 
Edition has been out for a while it still 
covers many of the latest cartridges 
including the .17 Hornet, 6.5 Grendel, 6.5 
Creedmoor, 6.5-284, .26 Nosler, .28 Nosler, 
.300 Blackout, .300 RCM, .338 RCM, 
.450 Bushmaster, .458 SOCOM and .50 
Beowulf. It covers the more traditional and 
common cartridges as well and even some 
of those from our historic past like the 
40-70 Sharps Straight, 40-65 Winchester, 
9.3x74mmR and others.

The Appendix features plenty more 
useful information, including such things 
as a shell holder cross reference chart 
broken down by the various shell holder 
manufacturers. I also found the maths equa-
tions, including how to calculate ft-lb of 
energy and free recoil energy informative. 

I enjoyed the larger, full-size format of this 
book which measures 21.6cm x 27.9cm as 
it seemed easier to read than the smaller 
ones and I appreciated the way it lies flat in 
the open position.

A word of caution
I have faith in the facts contained in 
these three publications but as with any 
reloading data I always treat it with a 
certain degree of caution, particularly 
when approaching maximum powder 
charges. A common practice used by some 
handloaders is to work up a load beginning 
with a powder charge 10 per cent below 
what’s considered the maximum charge, 
then increase that gradually until a desired 
performance level is achieved. In doing so 
the shooter must be constantly alert to any 
signs of excessive pressure.

And another note of warning might be 
in order. When dealing with large capacity 
cartridge cases you must also be wary 
of extremely light powder charges, as in 
some instances a light charge in a large 
capacity cartridge case could generate 
elevated pressure levels.  

Most reloading manuals include a 
section on safety and these pages should 
not be dismissed or glossed over even by 

experienced handloaders. It’s important 
every handloader reads this and adhere to 
recommendations the manufacturers have 
provided. While there’s always an element 
of risk when handloading your own shells, 
reloading can be a safe and rewarding 
pastime so long as you use common sense, 
never make assumptions or cut unneces-
sary corners that could end up landing you 
in trouble.   .

Handloading is a rewarding pastime which 
includes more diversity in your choices and 
can improve shooting success.  

Handloading manuals - three of the best

Another great book to consider is by our own correspondent Barry Wilmot. Reloading for Rifles & 
Pistols: An Australian Reloader’s Guide is available from the SSAA online shop for just $19.70 with 
free shipping for members. Log on to onlineshop.ssaa.org.au and order your copy today.

https://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au/


70   Australian Shooter

D eer hunting, taxidermy, live 
deer capture, establishing two 
deer farms, commercial venison 
processing and velvet produc-

tion has been a way of life for Des De Laine 
since the 1940s. Spotting an opportunity 
Des took his butchering skills - taught by 
his father and grandfather - to a new level 
when he established Hahndorf Venison in 
the Adelaide Hills in the 1970s, focusing on 
producing premium field-harvested venison 
for the Australian restaurant industry.

In those early days Hahndorf Venison 
processed deer in much the same way 
today’s field harvesters operate but by 
1981 deer were officially recognised as 
livestock, meaning animals destined 
for commercial venison production for 
human consumption were required to be 
presented at registered abattoirs.

From around 2005 the gradual decline in 
deer farming resulted in a supply shortage 
of critical numbers to meet efficient produc-
tion as abattoir operators lost interest in 
processing deer. Subsequently Hahndorf 
Venison, now in its third generation, has 
gone full cycle to return to field-harvest 
production, the company building and oper-
ating a fully government-approved, licenced 

and accredited game processing facility to 
complement its other processing operations.  

So what does this mean? For Hahndorf 
Venison it means further distancing 
of external influences - the deer are 
respected and treated humanely, food 
miles are considerably reduced and it 
provides support for an ethical approach 
towards zero waste.  

Many years ago an Australian chef stated: 
“The sweetest venison comes from the 
deer that didn’t even know it was killed”.  
Although long since retired, Des hopes to 
see what he started so long ago into his 
100th year and as a tribute to him, son 
John and grandson Lachlan have recently 
released ‘100 Years Spirit of the Stag’, a 
deer antler velvet extract-infused liquor.

Thoughtfully blended with mead, the 
ancient drink of Viking warriors, 100 Years 
presents as a delightful liquor of unique 
velvet extract aromatics with seasonal floral 
honey flavours and the ‘Spirit of the Stag’. 

Revered and sought-after by Tao 
Masters, deer antler has been used to 
obtain inner peace and spiritual harmony 
for thousands of years. The stag casts his 
antlers annually but that’s not the end 
as new growth begins and, in just 100 

days, his new antlers are complete. This 
phenomenon convinced the Masters that 
deer antler is the most potent source of 
Jing, something harnessed in 'Spirit of the 
Stag'. It’s said that to live a healthy, happy 
life with peace and tranquillity you must 
start with Jing.

Deer antler is a renewable resource as 
deer are not harmed in harvesting of their 
antlers.   “We do not take their spirit, we 
borrow it,” said John. “Our deer live a long 
and peaceful life within the protected envi-
ronment of Highland Valley which provides 
support for their charismatic spirit.

“We leave room for nature and splendid 
places to explore on our Adelaide Hills 
Highland Valley farm and invite you to join 
one of our 'Spirit of the Stag' experiences 
should you find yourself in the area. Our 
family is honoured to offer this limited 
release of 100 Years.”

Priced at $180 normally, the Australian 
Shooter limited release series - presented in 
a signed and numbered gift box - is available 
for $139 and, as a bonus offer, the first 100 
orders using code SHOOTER will receive 
a complimentary $30 Stag Pourer. To order 
and for serving suggestions and recipe ideas 
visit www.spiritofthestag.com.au   .

100 Years: 
It’s not the end but the beginning

Family affair: John, Lachlan and founder Des De Laine.

ADVERTORIAL 

https://spiritofthestag.com.au/
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In the February 2021 edition of Australian 
Shooter we debunked a few myths 
surrounding the idea of a bullet’s static 
sectional density (SD) and why that 

advertised figure alone doesn’t forecast 
terminal performance - and why a bullet’s 
material structure is of greater importance. 
Now we’ll address some commonly held 
views regarding a bullet’s ballistic coefficient 
(BC) and examine its relevance (or other-
wise) to your particular hunting conditions.

So let’s start with the principles and set 
the mathematics aside for a moment. We 
know a sleek, high BC bullet will fly more 
efficiently through the air with less drag, 
maintaining a higher velocity over ‘distance’ 
and retain more theoretical energy. It will 
also be less affected by wind deflection. 
What’s commonly misunderstood is this 
same high BC bullet may be less efficient 
than an otherwise poor BC bullet when trav-
elling through a target medium - and it all 
comes down to the elasticity of that medium.

Simply put, elasticity is the capacity of 
the object or medium to deform and return 
to its original state. Now on the scale 
shooters operate, despite its variations in 
density derived from changes in tempera-
ture and elevation, air is the least dense 
material the bullet will encounter. Despite 

all the fuss and noise, air will return to its 
original state more or less unaffected - and 
quickly. Air resistance is only of contextual 
relevance, subject to the range at which 
the target is engaged. The influence of 
air resistance on ballistic performance 
increases with distance but when do we 
move from irrelevant to important?

Let’s consider the following scenario: 
We’re walking through shoulder-high 
lignum with pig tunnels everywhere. 
Maximum range? Let’s say 50m - the rele-
vance of BC is absolutely nothing. Scenario 
two: We’re sitting on a hill looking down 
a sheltered 600m gully in a 16km/h cross-
wind - the importance of a bullet’s BC has 
now escalated exponentially. So what’s the 
tipping point, if one exists? Take a look at 
the following example.

• A .308 Winchester with 150-grain 
hunting bullet in a lightweight 22" barrelled 
hunting rifle. Target: Pig, goat, deer; Vital 
zone: 200mm or 8"; Muzzle velocity: 
2750fps; Minimum energy requirement 
for humane despatch: 1000 ft-lb; Minimum 
velocity for expansion: 1800fps; Zero range: 
100m; Sight height: 47mm; Wind speed: 
16km/h - 90 degrees; Standard atmo-
spherics (Refer to table below).

Now in reality, most hunters stalking 
their game with a commercial 308 hunting 
rifle would rarely shoot much past 300m, 
the vast majority of game taken at 200m or 
less. The temptation here is to jump to the 
conclusion that a bullet’s BC is irrelevant 
and that’s where the long-range specialists 
start to turn hot under the collar.

Of course BC becomes critically important 
with the long shots but depending on the 
game and cartridge/rifle selection made, this 
tipping point generally occurs somewhere 
between 450 and 550m, where strange 
things start to happen as the bullet comes 
down from the apex of the likely trajectory 
curve. This we’ll leave to the specialists 
as it’s well outside common hunting and 
hunting rifle application and this article.

Coming back to an earlier point, the next 
big challenge for most hunters to wrap their 
heads around is that a blunter - a theoreti-
cally poor BC bullet which holds together 
- can actually be more aerodynamic in the 
less elastic medium of flesh, while cutting a 
straighter wound channel. This appears to 
be counterintuitive but it’s true. Why?

If we assume two different bullets of the 
same weight and calibre - but different in 
meplat (bullet tip) and ogive shape - it’s 
also reasonable to assume there will be 

Ballistic efficiency 
and BC: 
A hunter’s perspective

Example A)                       
Wind Deflection:                   
Point Blank Range from a 100m zero: 195m
                  
Example B)  
Wind Deflection:                    
Point Blank Range (PBR) from a 100m zero: 200m
JBM figures

G1 BC 
0.310  

G1 BC 
0.464

Energy 100/Vel 100
2231/2588  

6 mm   

Energy 100/Vel 100
2323/2641 

11 mm

Energy 200/Vel 200
1969/2432  

67 mm   

 Energy 200/Vel 200 
 2140/2535 

44 mm 

Energy 300/Vel 300
1732/2281
 156 mm

 Energy 300/Vel 300
1968/2431
   101 mm

Steve Hurt

This Outer Edge projectile started as a 
265gr 375 BBT and still weighed 262 

grains when the job was done.

Yes you read that right, the low BC bullet measuring 0.310 on the commonly used G1 scale has a 
maximum PBR of 195m, and the high BC bullet of 0.464 extended the PBR by just 5m to 200m. Further, 
the high BC bullet improved wind drift by 55mm or just over 2" at 300m.
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differences in bullet expansion with the 
stubby, otherwise poorer BC bullet having 
the larger frontal area. In flesh, the rule 
of thumb is that material displacement 
(temporary wound channel) will be the 
square of the frontal area. A small frontal 
area won’t displace as much material in 
inelastic flesh so the material will tend to 
wrap around the bullet, resulting in a larger 
surface contact area between bullet and 
flesh, especially if it breaks up or is turned 
as so often happens with this type of bullet.

A larger frontal area bullet will create a 
temporary cavity where the side and rear of 
the bullet avoids contact with the medium 
while in motion, with the only surface area 
in contact being the expanded frontal area 
of the bullet. This produces a greater and 
more reliably consistent shock wave with 
the bullet cutting a straighter path, essen-
tial for raking shots to vital organs.

In his book Bullet Penetration - Modelling 
the Dynamics and Incapacitation Resulting 
from Wound Trauma, Duncan MacPherson 
throws out the challenge to ammunition 
manufacturers that the perfect bullet from a 
hunting perspective is one which will expand 
to the maximum, maintain its mass and be 
aerodynamic in flight, relevant to the distance 
of application. Now there’s a challenge!   .

A downed NT buffalo bull. 
With expansion like this, flesh 
can’t contract around the 
projectile quickly enough to 
engage the shank or base to 
provide further friction. That 
said, this bullet expanded 
to 19.8mm (108 per cent) 
applying considerable 
braking effect. The bullet 
cut a straight path and was 
found in the offside shoulder. 
Photo: Henry Cecchin.
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S SAA national competitions made 
a welcome return earlier this year 
when the Muzzleloading and Black 
Powder Cartridge Championships 

brought together participants from around 
the country, the return to a somewhat 
normal shooting calendar coming 12 
months after COVID-19 concerns prompted 
government restrictions on interstate travel 
and non-essential gatherings in Australia.

Muzzleloading and Black Powder 
Cartridge national discipline chairman Kim 
Atkinson said competitors were glad to be 
back in business after so many cancelled 
events in 2020. Around 40 competitors 
attended four days of shooting at the 
SSAA Para Range in South Australia from 
April 2-5 with personal best performances 
in several events. Kim said after forced 
cancellations limited even local range 
visits during 2020, participants enjoyed the 
social side of the weekend as much as the 
competitive element.

Some honourable mentions from the 
weekend include Vlad Potezney breaking 
the 200m Benchrest Cartridge Rifle 
national record of 234 with a score of 237, 
while also equalling the 100m Class 3 
Benchrest national record with 100.6. Steve 
Nicholas broke the Super Grand Aggregate 
national record with a score of 2972.12 over 
the previous best 2915.4 while Kerwin Bee 
equalled the 25m Rifled Firelock Pistol 
Match national mark when he shot 91.2.

SSAA National Coaching and Discipline 
Supervisor Denis Moroney said the return 
to scheduling national competitions was 
indeed welcome, though organisers were 
prepared to change plans as new COVID 
cases and associated restrictions could 
occur at any time. He said organisers were 
acting in the best interests of competitors 
and would remain cautious when deciding 
to cancel or reschedule any events to 
ensure the integrity of SSAA competitions. 

In the place of interstate competitions 
during the past year or so, many SSAA 
disciplines have been holding postal shoots. 
SSAA National Shooting Sports Manager 
Rod Spinks said competitor numbers had 
increased for these as members embraced 
alternative opportunities to shoot competi-
tively. Rod said while not all disciplines 
were suited to the postal shoot format, 
those which were had received some 
quality entries.

Competitive shooting 
back with a bang
Rachael Oxborrow

To encourage participation and give 
members the opportunity to compete 
regardless of restrictions, Rod said prizes 
from the SSAA online shop funded by the 
particular disciplines were being awarded 
to competitors by a draw from the entries. 
He said these prizes had previously been 
score-based to fall in line with medal 
awards. Find out about postal shoots being 
staged in your discipline by visiting 
www.ssaa.org.au/disciplines/   .

Mark Soberajski (NSW).

Peter Visinyai (SA).

Steve Nicholas (SA).

Shayne Barnsley (NSW).
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*Office Hours  SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd  |  CAR 315403  |  ABN 86 077 822 970 is a Corporate Authorised Representative of PSC Connect Pty Ltd  |  ABN 23 141 574 914 / AFSL 344648

General
Insurance
Brokers

All General Insurances

SA / WA / VIC / TAS & NT
Call: 08 8332 0281 
megan@ssaains.com.au

NSW / QLD / ACT 
Call : 0455 777 685 
ali@ssaains.com.au

Trevor Jenkin
SSAAGiB National Manager

A SSAA Member  
Advantage

Get a FREE 
review and  
obligation 
FREE quote. 
Call NOW.

Times are changing,
is your Trade Insurance still right for you?
We’re here to help SSAA Members, so before you renew your Trade Insurance or ANY 
other policy call us for an obligation FREE quote. We can arrange all types of personal 
and business insurance with coverage obtained from Australia’s leading insurance 
companies. Add up how much you spend each year on all your premiums - it’s BIG 
money. SSAA General Insurance Brokers are SSAA members working for you. *

https://www.ssaaib.com.au/
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SSAA National Event  
Cancellation/

Postponement Policy

SSAA National championship events 
may be subject to border controls 
and other COVID-19 impacts. In 
addition to general border closures, 
many states and territories may 
prohibit persons from known 
COVID hotspots. An event may 
be postponed or cancelled at any 
time by SSAA National, SSAA State 
Office or club directive.
It is recommended competitors 
consider any potential COVID-19 
impacts on travel, accommodation 
plans and insurances etc. SSAA 
National will not be liable for 
reimbursement to competitors 
for any costs associated with a 
postponed or cancelled SSAA 
National championship event for 
any reason, including COVID-19. 
Competitors planning to attend an 
event should consider options for 
free cancellation or refund of travel 
and accommodation costs where 
available.

National
Big Game Rifle National 

Postal Shoot
Jan 1-Nov 30, 2021

Participating Big Game Rifle clubs
See National website for event details. 
Contact shoot captain at your local club.

National Junior Rimfire Field 
Rifle Postal Championships

June 1-October 31, 2021
All clubs and branches.

See National website for event details. 
Contact: juniorsports@disciplines.ssaa.

org.au

Combined Services National 
Postal Shoot

June 1-Sept 19, 2021
All host clubs

See National website for event details.
 Contact: Steve Knight 0428 876 991. 

Rifle Metallic Silhouette 
National Rimfire Postal 

Competition
June 1-November 30, 2021

See National website for event details. 
Contact: Kathy Tobler toblerkathy@

gmail.com 

Muzzle Loading National 
Postal Match

July 1-Nov 30, 2021
All participating clubs.

See National website for event details. 

Benchrest Score National 
Championships

September 3-7, 2021
Dairyville Range, Coffs Harbour, WA

See National website for event details.
Contact: Ray Munro 0408 649 126 or 

email: r.munro@internode.on.net

5-Stand National 
Championships

September 11-12, 2021
Shepparton, Victoria

See National website for event details. 
Contact: Brett Chambellant, 

0407 153 300.

Competition News  ONLINE AT SSAA.ORG.AU/DISCIPLINES

Sporting Clays National 
Championships

September 18-19, 2021
Shepparton, Victoria

See National website for event details. 
Contact: Brett Chambellant 

0407 153 300.

Benchrest IRB and 
Rimfire Group National 

Championship 
September 30-October 4, 2021

Springsure Sporting Shooters, Qld
See National website for event details.

Contact: Gavin Marshal  
0438 759 162.

SSAA Combined Services 
National Championships

October 1-3, 2021
Central Qld Shooting Complex, 

Gladstone, Qld
See National website for event details. 
Contact: Shayne Smith: 0418 808 817.

IHMSA National 
Championships
October 1-8, 2021

Majura Shooting Complex, ACT
See National website for event details. 

Contact: Russell Mowles 
handgunsilhouette@disciplines.ssaa.

org.au or Cheyne Fischer ihmsa.act@
gmail.com

SSAA Lever Action National 
Championships
October 2-4, 2021
SSAA Alice Springs

See National website for event details. 
Contact: Brian Knappstein president@

ssaaalicesprings.com.au

SSAA Lever Action Silhouette 
National Championships

October 28-31, 2021
SSAA Majura Range, ACT

See National website for event details. 
Contact: David 0423 043 663 or Mark 

0401 867 839 or email mnl1@live.
com.au

WA
SSAA (WA) Scoped 3P & Field 

Rifle State Championships
September 25-27, 2021

Wanneroo Shooting Complex, Pinjar, WA
See National website for event details. 

Contact: Matt 0439 092 686.

Tas
SSAA (Tas) Single Action State 

Championships
November 27-28, 2021

Westbury Shooting Club, Tas
See National website for event details. 
Contact: Steve Collins 0428 631 322.

Law Enforcement Activities 
Police Service Match National 

Championship
October 9-10, 2021

Belmont Shooting Range, Qld
See National website for event details. 
Contact: lawenforcementactivities@

ssaa.org.au

NSW
NSW Combined Services State 

Championships
September 17-19, 2021

Windamere Regional Shooting 
Complex

See National website for event details. 
Contact: Anthony Gatti info@nswcsd.

com.au or 0499 987 899.

Qld
Harry Madden Memorial 
& Barry Edgley Trophy 

Benchrest Championships
August 13-15, 2021

Madden Range, Belmont, Qld
See National website for event details. 
Contact: SSAA Brisbane 07 3395 0911

Queensland Field Rifle and 3 
& 4P State Championships

August 21-22, 2021
SSAA Gladstone branch.

See National website for event details. 
Contact: Jennifer Ingram 0418 259 269 
or Leanne 0421 017 404 (after 5.30pm) 

SA
SSAA (SA) Rifle Metallic 

Silhouette State 
Championships

July 31-August 1, 2021
SSAA Para, Rifle Range Rd, 

Greenwith, SA
See National website for event details. 

Contact: Russell Asser.

SSAA National’s ‘Sign up a Junior’ campaign was launched to 
help introduce youngsters to recreational shooting. Juniors 

are essential to the ongoing strength and vitality of the SSAA 
and we are seeking your support to protect and ensure 

the future of the shooting sports in Australia.

JUNIORSign up a 

ssaa.org.au

https://ssaa.org.au/disciplines
https://www.ssaa.org.au/
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Please be aware that state 
and territory police firearms 
registries regularly cross-
check firearm licences and 
your member status. To 
support your genuine reason 
and keep your firearms 
licence and to make sure 
that SSAA can support you, 
make sure you renew your 
SSAA membership.

SSAA Member Alert

To advertise with the  
Australian Shooter please email 

advertising@ssaa.org.au

HUNTER VALLEY
ARMS FAIR
Modern & Antique Firearms
Militaria Collectables

Federation Centre Basketball Stadium, 
10 Bent Street, Maitland, NSW

Sat 18th 9 - 4:30 Sun 19th 9 - 3:30&
SEPTEMBER 2021

For updates, visit 
huntervalleyarmsfair.com

The 22nd Annual

FIREARMS 
LAWYER

Get help from 4-time Olympic shooter  
and lawyer, Glenn Kable

Get the right legal advice!
Available Australia-wide.

Having spent a lifetime around the sport, I have an intimate 
knowledge of the workings of all the bodies affecting the 
decision-making process, whether it is police or courts, 

local councils or governments, clubs or associations.
For a no-obligation assessment, phone 0407 962 200  

or email glenndkable@yahoo.com
mail@hartmann.net.au

Don’t be a mug!

Get your name in to win a rare  

SSAA COFFEE MUG

Enter online at ssaa.org.au/win

Yes, it’s true - all the best shots are 
members of the Sporting Shooters’ 
Association of Australia.Now you can 
be the proud owner of one of a limited 
number of Maxwell & Williams coffee 
mugs emblazoned with exactly those 
words to tell the world and be the envy of 
your mates.

You can’t buy this mug, no matter the size 
of your wallet. So if you want your shot 
of coffee in the SSAA Best Shots mug, you 
better get your entry in for your chance to 
win one! SSAA members only.

Australia’s most comprehensive firearms and accessories trading websitessaagunsales.com

Take a look now!
ssaagunsales.com

Rifles

Shotguns

Handguns

Reloading

Scopes

Accessories

• Firearms, parts and optics 
• Ammunition and reloading components  
• Knives and hunting products  
• Camping gear, vehicles, boats and property

BUY AND SELL NEW AND USED

1600+ items listed at any one time
10,700+ sold items
25,500+ active users

https://claremontfirearms.com.au/
https://claremontfirearms.com.au/collections/firearms
https://www.huntervalleyarmsfair.com/
https://www.ssaa.org.au/our-media/competition/
https://ssaagunsales.com/


onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
Shop now for exclusive SSAA products, including clothing,  
camping, accessories, knives, books and more.

See more online!

Father’s Day
Gift  Ideas

See the complete range of 
publications in our Online Shop

SSAA Buffwear

SSAA Magnum 
Shooting Glasses

$15.95

$49.95

Look stylish in the great outdoors with one of the 
new SSAA Buffwear which come in five great op-
tions – Iron Bark, Bullet, Coloured Leaf, Distressed 
Leaf and Oz Flag. 

Perfect for men and women alike, the SSAA 
Buffwear can be worn in a multitude of ways and 
comes complete with a cheat sheet to show you a 
dozen different options to get the most out of yours.

Comes with three interchangeable lenses, visit our 
online shop for all the details.

Keep your head and ears warm with SSAA Beanies!

$16.95

SSAA beanies

Pink
Navy 

 Black

Glow-in-the-dark fishing knives

When you are on the water instead of in the bush, you can’t go 
wrong with the new SSAA SICUT Fishing Knife Pack, with glow in the 
dark knife handles!
The SICUT Fishing Knife Pack is designed in Australia for use in Australia’s 
harsh conditions. The SICUT Fishing Knife Pack comes with a heavy-duty, 
four-pocket canvas wrap and contains:
• Pull sharpener, which is ergonomically designed to keep your knives sharp
• 6” curved boning knife, with glow-in-the-dark knife handle
• 8” semi flex curved fillet knife, with glow-in-the-dark knife handle
• 12” slicing knife, with glow-in-the-dark knife handle

See full details online
$124.95

Australian Shooter Binder

SSAA Bullet Case Pen

SSAA Traditional logo 
belt buckle 

Keep all your magazines safe and in one spot

Attach on your favourite 
hat or shirt.

The SSAA Bullet Case Pen has been 
crafted from a part form bullet case.

The SSAA Traditional Logo Pewter Belt Buckle 
measures approximately 8cm x 6cm, comes with 
protective pouch and Care Instructions – just add 
your favourite belt!

$18.95
$35.95

$99

Official Australian Hunter Magazine 
Men’s Columbia long-sleeve shirts

Available in beige and blue, full size and pricing details online.

$75 for Australian Hunter magazine subscribers

$39.95

The SSAA Multi Tool, with stainless steel handles, 
comes with 11 functional tools in one handy unit.

SSAA Multi Tool

$39.95

SSAA stubby holders

Hat Badge

Keep them cold with a SSAA stubby holder.

$7.25 each

Badges
$7.50 each

SSAA Pistol Key Ring

$7.95

The SSAA pistol key ring is the perfect 
accessory for any set of keys. It can be used 
as a bag tag, on your house/car keys or even 
on your safe key ring.

SHOP NOW - IT’S EASY! Go to

onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
or call 02 8805 3900
for phone orders

Al McGlashan’s 
Hunting Australia

$29.95

Al is one of Australia’s favourite outdoorsmen. 
His enthusiasm for the hunt, so evident in his TV 
appearances, certainly comes out in his book. A 
must-read for all hunters.

$8.20

$8.20 $12.95

SSAA outdoors bag

$74

*  Material made from waterproof 430gs, Ripstop 
Polyester canvas
*  Hard base sewn between bottom layers of canvas
*  50mm adjustable shoulder strap
*  Front, rear and side pockets for essential items
*  High visibility reflective strip on front flap
*  Side footwear storage pocket

$37.50

SSAA Messenger Bag

The SSAA Messenger Bag is great as a day tote 
to hold your basic shooting gear. The bag has a 
velcro strap to seal the top flap as well as two inner 
pockets sewn in, ensuring that your shooting gear 
can be kept safe and secured.
Made from quality, water-resistant canvas and 
proudly displaying both the SSAA logo and an 
Australian flag to show it is made in Australia.

$54.95

SSAA Ka-Bar Warthog Folder

The reinforced tip of the tanto blade is extremely strong, making this knife not 
only an excellent everyday carry option but also a great tactical tool for punc-
turing tough objects. It features a non-reversible tip-down pocket clip and 
gunmetal grey stainless-steel bolsters. For more information, see the website. 

NEW

https://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au/
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https://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au/
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SSAA Membership Office, PO Box 282, Plumpton, NSW 2761
Phone 02 8805 3900   Fax 02 9832 9377   Email membership@ssaa.org.au

NEW   RENEWAL     Have you been a member before? Yes/No  

Title (PLEASE CIRCLE) Mr Miss Ms Mrs or ..............      Preferred SSAA Branch  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    
First name  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I
Middle name I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Last name  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I
Residential address I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Town/suburb I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  State I  I  I  I  Postcode   I  I  I  I  I           

Postal address I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Town/suburb I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  State I  I  I  I Postcode   I  I  I  I  I 

Phone (Mobile) I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    (Home)  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 

Email   I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I   I  I   I          
        
  

Enclosed is payment for the amount of $................ 

 Cheque   Money order    MasterCard   Visa

Card number       

Expiry date    Signature..............................................
Cheques payable to the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.

     

Membership No.

     

ABN 95 050 209 688
           MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)

April 2021

Date of birth              I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    Male             Female  

Tick to subscribe to the FREE SSAA National E-newsletter via email          

This application is made in full 
recognition of the Association’s 
requirement for responsible and 
ethical behaviour. I undertake to 
do all in my power to preserve 
the good image of the sport and 
the Association. I understand 
that members breaking the 
Code of Conduct may be sub-
ject to suspension or expulsion. 
The Code can be found at  
ssaa.org.au/code

SIGNATURE:........................... 
 
DATE:.....................................

PLEASE
READ AND SIGN

Refund Policy: Subject to Australian 
law, membership fees are not 
refundable, nor can they be 
transferred.

SSAA Inc collects personal 
information of members. The 
information you provide on this 
form will be disclosed to the state 
or territory branch of the SSAA to 
which your membership application 
relates. A copy of SSAA Inc’s privacy 
policy can be found at ssaa.org.au/
privacy. You can obtain access to 
your personal information by writing 
to: SSAA, PO Box 2520, Unley SA 
5061.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Choose the
insurance offer

and for just $35 you 
get $25,000 worth 

of firearms and fixed 
accessories cover. 

  

02 8805 3900

Want to know more?
Call us at SSAA

Each membership category (apart from Family Member) includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter magazine per year.

Parent’s or guardian’s signature

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES AND SPECIAL OFFERS

Add four issues of the Hunter magazine per year

$93 $123 Adult (over 18 years) 

$128 $158              Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms  
                     Insurance for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

$70 $100 Additional Family Member (No magazine) Applies to each additional person  
  over 18 residing at the same address as a full-subscription Adult member.              

$105 $135              Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms  
                    Insurance for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

$70 $100 Pensioner Available on production or photocopy of  
  both sides of your Australian Concession Card.

$105 $135                   Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms  

                    Insurance for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

$465  5-year Adult Contact SSAA for firearms insurance information.

$1860  Member for Life Contact SSAA for firearms insurance information.

$175 $236 Overseas Available to members living overseas.

$27 $57 Junior (under 18 years)                                                     .................................................................

     
Supporting 

Adult member No.

SIGN UP  
ONLINE 

ssaa.org.au

Complete this section ONLY 
if you wish to use your 
membership of the SSAA to 
support your Genuine Reason 
for having a firearms licence.
Register your SSAA activities by 
marking one or more of the 
following boxes:

TARGET SHOOTING 
(longarms only)

HUNTING 
(club membership)  

COLLECTING

HUNTING OTHER
(R licence, property  
owner/permission)

ATTENTION 
NSW & ACT 
MEMBERS

Just 
$30  

per year!

Member referral number if applicable

I also wish to donate the following 

amount to the SSAA  $...................

TICK IF TAKING OUT SSAA MEMBER FIREARMS INSURANCE.  I understand that the Policy Wording, Financial Services Guide, the 
Lloyd’s Complaint Policy and SSAAIB FAQs regarding SSAA Firearms Insurance are on www.ssaaib.com.au for my reference.

https://membership.ssaa.org.au/forms/join
https://membership.ssaa.org.au/
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Competition 
winners

Members-only competitions
For your chance to win one of these competitions, write your name, address, phone 
number and membership number on a piece of paper and place it inside an envelope, 
along with the name of the competition on the front of the envelope, as shown in the 
example. Alternatively, you can enter online.
Competitions close August 31, 2021

  
(Name of competition) 
SSAA National
PO Box 2520 
Unley SA 5061

AUSTRALIAN SHOOTER is published monthly and is 
printed by IVE, 83 Derby St, Silverwater, NSW 2128.

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc (SSAA 
Inc) is subject to the provisions of the National Privacy Act. 
We collect personal information from members of the 
Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia in the various 
states and territories. Should you want a copy of the SSAA 
Inc Privacy Statement or seek further information please 
write to PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 5061.

Freelance contributions are welcome. We do, however, 
recommend that potential authors contact the office 
prior to story drafting. Manuscripts and digital files may 
be sent to the address shown above. No responsibility 
is taken for the loss or damage of manuscripts or 
photographic material. 

While the publishers exercise due care with regard to 
handloading data, no responsibility can be accepted for 
errors and/or omissions, or any damage suffered as a 
consequence.

Please note that certain firearm types and accessories 
advertised in the Australian Shooter may not be legally 
available in all states and territories. Please check with 
your local authorities before ordering. Neither the AS 
nor any of its advertisers accept responsibility in this 
matter. No text or photographs within the magazine may 
be republished, either electronically or in print, without 
the express written permission of the Editor.  
Copyright 2021.

Bore Inspection Camera

GlowShot Double 
Action Self-Healing & Hit 
Indicating 6" Gong

Kindly donated by Ozzi Straight Shooter 
www.ozzistraightshooter.com

Kindly donated by GlowShot Targets
www.glowshottargets.com.au

Winchester 
Prize Pack

RRP $110
Kindly donated by Winchester Australia 
www.winchesteraustralia.com.au

Juniors

1x Winchester Drink Bottle
1x Winchester Horse & Rider T-shirt
1x Winchester Sports Bag black/grey
2x Winchester Wristband 
2x Winchester Pens
1x Browning Cap
1x Winchester Lanyard

Australian Shooter  
JUNE 2021 

Winchester Prize Pack
Brian Fuller, NSW

Howard Leight Earmuffs 
Stan Harper, Vic

Junior Prize - Trigga the Koala  
Bronson Elliot, WA

Best Shots Mug 
William Littlechild, Vic

Australian Women's 
Shooter 11  

Howard Leight Impact Sport 
Electronic Earmuffs

Tanya Hutley, Qld 

RRP $560

RRP $89.95

Enter online at 
ssaa.org.au/win

https://ssaa.org.au/win
https://www.ssaa.org.au/our-media/competition/
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Jumbunna WITH JOHN DUNN

Rabbit traps a throwback to days long gone

Back in May our youngest grandson 
Mikah was exploring the creek 
with the dog when he literally 
tripped over the rusting remains of 

a broken rabbit trap partially buried in the 
sand. Having seen my collection of traps on 
a wall in the shed, he convinced grandma 
he ought to take it home - poppy John might 
be able to fix it. I couldn’t and I can’t but his 
find took me back to a time when I wasn’t 
much older than he is now.

My old man taught me the basics of 
trapping rabbits in the late ’50s and in one 
sense was doing what fathers have always 
done in passing on some of his skills to the 
next generation. In another I suspect he 
was spreading the load - drawing me into 
his self-sufficient outlook and the process 
of putting tucker on the table so he could 
spend more time on the fishing side of 
the equation he always seemed to prefer. 
Whatever his motivations, it was a job I 
took to with a will.

Where the original bundle of traps came 
from I really don’t know but I expect the old 
fella struck a deal of sorts with someone 
he knew from the pub. Most of them had 
the trademark Lane’s Ace spade stamped 
in the plate but I also remember a couple 
of the larger Bunyip and Platypus brands 
and a pair of those little wire spring jobs I 
preferred to use for burrow sets.

What began as a trial and error, learn as 
you go process eventually became a fairly 
slick operation and apart from meeting the 
needs of family, in due course they began 
to provide me with a source of pocket 
money my parents could never afford 
to give me. Excess bunnies were sold 
to a string of customers which at times 
included the local butcher if I’d had a really 
good night. Any carcasses too bruised to 
sell were fed to the dog and cats and at 
times they ate pretty well.

Sadly there were also times when the 
catch included native wildlife such as 
possums and bandicoots which were always 

released, though looking back I expect not 
all survived their injuries. With experience 
we learned to avoid those areas where such 
catches were likely but all these years later 
I still regret we caused them any harm.

Sometimes there’d be a quoll. In those 
days we called them tiger cats and they 
were always a hissing, snarling, biting 
problem for a young trapper and his dog 
to deal with when it came to freeing 
a pinioned leg. Foxes and feral cats 
were never given the option of release, 
despatched with the back of the setter as 
we knew they stole rabbits from our traps. 
In retrospect I acknowledge it was a cruel 
way to make meat for the table or a few 
dollars in pocket money - we may have 
helped farmers on a small scale, local basis 
but I somehow doubt we ever had any 
long-term impact on their numbers.

When I bought my first rimfire rifle I 
hung the traps up and haven’t used them 
since. These days they’re collectors’ items, 

rusting reminders of a more pragmatic era 
when rabbits were a national problem and 
direct action in any form was accepted as 
necessary. Those times and attitudes will 
never be reprised, nor should they be as we 
now have more humane and effective ways 
of achieving better results. Shooting is one 
of them as is the use of modern biological 
controls which, despite bleeding heart 
animal welfare concerns, really are exponen-
tially kinder than older norms like trapping.

Mikah’s rabbit trap has joined the collec-
tion of old ironware and other treasures the 
various grandkids have brought back from 
the creek over the years. It’s too far gone 
to be useful for anything else but has sown 
the seed of an idea - I’m now looking for an 
old trap with a heavy spring 
from which I can forge a 
small skinning knife as a 
Christmas gift. I’ll let you 
know how we go.  .

From another era: A trap setter with half a dozen traps from the author’s collection. From left are a 
Scotsman, Dad’s Special, Bunyip, Platypus, Lane’s Ace and a small wire spring trap ideal for burrow sets.
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onlineshop.ssaa.org.au

AIR RIFLE PACKAGE 

• Available in both .177 calibre (1200fps) & .22 calibre (950fps) • 4x32 Scope and Mounts included 
• Fibre Optic Front and Rear Sights • Powered by Crosmans Nitro Piston Technology, 70% quieter, 25% more accurate • Break Barrel 
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Email - megan@ssaains.com.au    |    www.ssaaib.com.au
Are you covered?

Firearms &  
Accessories.

All privately owned 
firearms registered 
to the member and 
fixed accessories.

Coverage.
•  Accidental loss and damage of    
   the equipment (including whilst  
   in use, excluding chipping and  
   scratching of stock). 
•  Malicious damage. 

•  Collision or overturning  
    of the vehicle. 
•  Fire & extraneous perils.
•  Flood
•  Theft.

Not Covered.
Theft where the equipment was not stored in an approved gun safe as required 
by State or Territory authority, other than when the equipment is in use or away 
from the Insured’s premises. Where the Insured or any person or entity to whom 
the equipment has been entrusted to fails to comply with any law relating to either 
storage, use or handling of the equipment.

SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd  |  CAR 315403  |  ABN 86 077 822 970 is a Corporate Authorised Representative of PSC Connect Pty Ltd  |  ABN 23 141 574 914 / AFSL 344648 This information is general advice 
only and may not be suitable for your specific needs. Please review our FSG and the Firearms Insurance PDS, underwritten by certain underwriters at Lloyds, at http://www.ssaaib.com.au/forms.aspx and contact us 

directly should you require further information or advice. You should consider the PDS (together with other important information) available on www.ssaaib.com.au before making a decision about the product.

Claims 
Settled  
Promptly

For only $35  
get $25,000 

worth of SSAA 
Members 
Firearms 

Insurance.

Mark says his 
expensive 

firearms are 
covered.

Today more than 75,000 SSAA members have their firearms and fixed  
accessories covered against loss, theft and damage. They are covered at home, 

at the range, while hunting and overseas for up to 28 days (within the policy 
terms and conditions). Claims are settled for replacement value (up to 5 years), 

assessed by an approved firearms dealer and settled promptly. Compare it to 
your Home and Contents Policy, which may have an excess greater than $100 

and may only cover your firearms at home. Don’t risk another year without  
cover - Trust SSAA to safeguard your firearms and fixed accessories. 

Mark. Melbourne

Take up this offer  
with your next renewal  
or new membership.


