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GAMO OTHERS CALL IT  FUTURE

TEN SHOTS, ZERO RELOADS.

Gamo’s innovative 10X technology enables you to shoot up to 10 pellets without 
reloading. Simply break the barrel and fire for lightning-quick follow up shots.

�e 10X GEN 2 technology features a revolutionary new horizontal magazine 
integration, making it lighter, more compact and low profile. �e second 
generation10X offers smoother operation and improved accuracy.

One magazine included, also 
sold separately as an accessory.

ROADSTER IGT LOW PROFILE SYSTEM

SPEEDSTER STORM IGT

THE FIRST OF ITS KIND - NEXT GEN

�e outstanding Gamo Roadster IGT 10X GEN2 has arrived featuring our state of the art 
horizontal magazine, making it lighter, compact and low profile. Gamo’s IGT Inert Gas 
Technology power plant, a new ergonomic synthetic thumbhole stock, and the new 
patent-pending 10X Quick Shot GEN2 Technology.

• Ambidextrous Stock
• Scope Rail
• Front Sight Cover
• Macrometric Sight

1260
fps

875
fps

.177 CAL. 22 CAL.

Ten shots, zero reloads and a brand new fast-reload stock compartment. Gamo’s Speedster 
IGT 10X Quick Shot GEN2 offers a smoother operation and improved accuracy together with a 
state of the art stock design. �e new Speedster combines the latest and most popular Gamo 
technologies in one air rifle, delivering an outstanding solution for pest control and hunting.

• Fully integrated manufacturing
• Repeated test firing
• Exhaustive quality control procedures
• Automotive-grade robotic technology
• Patented polymer-jacketed barrel
• Patented Whisper sound-dampening technology
• Green manufacturing facility

Own the air with Gamo today. �e most progressive and innovative 
air rifle manufacturer in the world.

• Ambidextrous Stock
• Scope Rail
• Front Sight Cover
• Macrometric Sight 1260

fps
880
fps

.177 CAL. 22 CAL.

FASTER, LIGHTER AND MORE 
PRECISE THAN EVER

THE DIFFERENCE IS IN OUR DNA.

Find your local Gamo Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au

LOW PROFILE SYSTEM

REPLAY-10 MAGNUM IGT

FASTSHOT IGT

THE FIRST OF ITS KIND

Gamo’s Replay 10 Magnum GEN1 is a 45 Joules high performance airgun which features 
Gamo’s 10x Quick shot® GEN1 technology. This exclusive system relies on a rotary 
multi-shot magazine which allows the shooter to blast up to 10 shots without touching 
a single pellet, improving the user’s autonomy, reducing reload timings and providing a 
more dynamic, agile and satisfying hunt.

• Ambidextrous Stock
• Scope Rail
• Scope
• Multishot
• 3-9x40 WRH Scope Incl.

1540
fps

1100
fps

.177 CAL. 22 CAL.

Gamo’s Fast Shot 10x IGT GEN1 combines the sobriety and sophistication of a classic 
wooden air rifle with the brand’s latest technological innovations. Gamo’s Fast Shot 10x IGT 
GEN1 includes Gamo’s 10x Quick shot® GEN1 technology. This ‘modern classic’ includes a 
precise 4x32WRH scope and features Gamo’s latest technologies.

• Ambidextrous Stock
• Scope Rail
• Scope
• Multishot
• 4x32 WRH Scope Incl.

1260
fps

880
fps

.177 CAL. 22 CAL.

REDEFINING GAMO’S MODERN CLASSICS

10X HOLLOW POINT
PELLETS
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When Ray Dennis wanted to shoot his 
new Barrett rifle in .50 BMG he was told 
he wouldn’t be issued a Commissioner’s 
Permit unless he had access to an approved 
firing range. “So I built my own,” he told 
Australian Shooter. The end result is the 
Klondyke Range Complex on Klondyke 
Station, a vast sheep property in far western 
NSW with a series of five shooting ranges 
available to those with a need to wring out 
large calibre and long-range options and we 
were granted exclusive access. 

Carrying out pest control in the dark using 
either thermal or night vision optics can 
certainly help boost your efficiency and the 
latest offering from Pulsar provides great 
flexibility at a reasonable price tag. The 
Pulsar DIGEX C50 is a digital day and night 
vision riflescope which gives you round-the-
clock capability thanks to its different lens 
and sensor operating modes to generate 
great results at any time of day.

For its latest lever action rifle - the 1895 
SBL - Marlin has taken a historic design 
and thrust it into the modern arena. 
Although not a new design to Marlin, gone 
is the sleek, non-existent pistol grip of 
yesteryear’s lever, replaced with a modern 
and more vertical grip which reflects 
shotgun design, promoting responsive and 
accurate offhand targeting without affecting 
the function of a smooth lever-action. And 
combined with a 1.5-4x20 VX-Freedom 
scope by Leupold, the pair make for a 
formidable hunting combination.

&
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members strong
as of October 2023

SSAA - Protecting shooters since 1948

National News

The past few months 
have been peak 
agricultural show 
season around 

Australia and at many of 
these events there have 
been SSAA state and ter-
ritory members promoting 
our Association, our sport 
and our pastime. Whether 
they’re signing up a new 
member or merely educat-
ing and leaving people with 
a positive experience of 
what we do, every interac-
tion is valuable.

The man-hours put into making sure 
these displays are at each location and have 
representatives on deck are countless. 
Whether it’s Yorke Peninsula Field Days 
in South Australia, Dowerin Field Days in 
WA or the local town show, our presence in 
the community is part of creating a positive 
association with who we are and what we 
do. Congratulations to those who’ve put 
in the hard work and make sure you share 
your efforts with us on social media via the 
SSAA Inc Facebook page.

Now the busy end of year period is 
almost upon us, the SSAA Online Shop is 

Public presence and positive perception of SSAA

primed to support your Christmas gift pur-
chasing needs. The shop offers a wide array 
of items for camping, clothing, cooking and 
publications at great prices so a Christmas 
present for the shooter in your life is easy 
to find. Our international award-winning 
Field to Fork - Second Helpings cookbook 
is something the hunter in your life would 
treasure and enjoy. If you’re missing the 
monthly Jumbunna column in Australian 
Shooter now John Dunn has retired, why not 
secure a copy of The Jumbunna Collection 
Volume II: More stories from the bush?

Taking your festive season drinks and 
food to celebra-
tions is taken care 
of with the range of 
SSAA cooler bags 
and if your holiday 
season plans involve 
a camping trip, 
safety is paramount 
and the Snake Bite 
Kit should be an 
essential. Now 
with free shipping 
Australia-wide for 
members, visit the 
SSAA Online Shop 
via onlineshop.ssaa.
org.au

SSAA WA’s mobile shooting range created many positive target shooting 
experiences to Perth Royal Show attendees in September.

A SSAA SA volunteer guides an interested visitor through using an 
air rifle at the Yorke Peninsula Field Days recently.
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family and the busyness that comes with 
having a new person in their lives. Jokingly, 
Laura remembers a time when she was an 
avid horse rider and claims she could hap-
pily take up the pastime 
once again if she had the 
time, a property and some 
horses in her care!

Letters

Insurance
SSAA GENERAL INSURANCE BROKERS
Send questions to: insurance@ssaains.com.au

Transferring history

I WAS READING Lionel Swift’s 'Little Piece 
of History' article (Shooter, April 2023) and 
in the section on Alcock & Pierce I realised 
I have my own little piece of their history. I 
recently bought a Marlin Model 1893 in 30.30 
(Serial No. 304744) with a 26" octagonal 
barrel and full-length magazine.

The interesting part is it has an Alcock 
& Pierce transfer on the left side of the 
buttstock. I’ve tried to date the rifle and info 
received suggests it was made around 1903-
04. I just wanted to share this with others in 
the hope someone may be able to validate the 
age of this piece.

Jim Wickerson, Qld.

A step back in time

I WAS READING 'An Outdoor Life' by Mark 
van den Boogaart (Shooter, April 2023) and 
was transported back 60 years to when I 
was eight. Beautiful piece of writing and a 
reminder to practise listening to the primeval 
element within and outside ourselves. Here’s 
to the days of lying in a paddock and simply 
being aware of every bird, flower and smell. 
Thank you, Mark.  

Christopher J. Gallagher, via email

Food for thought

THANKS FOR A great magazine. The 
article on lead poisoning (Shooter, April 
2023) was both well-written and thought-
provoking. I’ve always been mindful of lead 
but this raised my awareness ever further, in 
particular for rimfire ranges with projectile 
‘catch’ systems. The bullet is caught but only 
after being smashed, with lead particles and 
dust being released into the air.

I understand the need for catch systems 
on some ranges but, in my opinion, they 
create a potentially dangerous situation. 
Some drop projectiles into water though I 
feel we need to be more proactive and look 
at ways of making our sport safer. My initial 
thought would be to install a mist or spray 
water system in the catch, so dust will be 
dispersed immediately and lead particles 
greatly reduced.

David Wilson, via email

Greetings,

I HOPE YOU will help me correct two 
errors of fact in the article titled ‘At Home 
on the Range’ in the September edition of 
Australian Shooter.

In the article, I stated that when shooting 
Hornady 168g ELD-M projectiles in my 
.308W, 44g of the propellant AR2208 was a 
better performer than 39g AR 220H, with 
a photo provided as evidence. I was wrong. 
Both loads work very well and maybe the 
AR 2206H might be a little better if the 
gods are being kind. See the attached photo 
of two three-shot groups with AR2206H.

A second problem is in the next para-
graph relating to loads for my 6.5 Creed-
moor. The simple correction is that 39g of 
AR2209 performed much better than 41g of 
the same propellant, driving a 130g ELD-M. 
My mistake was that in my preparation I 
loaded 39g of AR2009 into the .308W cases. 
Secondly, I have no excuse, as I abandoned 
the 41g load several years ago. 

Best wishes, 

Robert D. Moore
PS. I think in many cases the Top Shots 

pages are far better than Google!

L aura has been with SSAA General 
Insurance Brokers (SSAAIB) for 
more than 12 months in her role as 

Broker Assistant.
She previously worked for SSAAIB 

several years ago in an admin role and 
has been excited to expand her skills 
and knowledge in the insurance industry 
through her current position.

On returning to SSAAIB, Laura was glad 
to fit back in with the SSAA family while 

delving into processing claims and working 
more closely with SSAA state and terri-
tory members.

“I’m enjoying connecting with members 
and helping service their needs,” she said.

“As the last 12 months have been a steep 
learning curve, my knowledge of the indus-
try is increasing every day and with that, my 
excitement for the learning I have to come.”

In addition to working across claim pro-
cessing and assisting with general insurances, 
Laura also works with underwriters on behalf 
of SSAAIB clients during claims processing.

During the past few years, Laura and her 
husband have welcomed a child to their 

Introducing SSAA General 
Insurance Brokers Broker 
Assistant Laura Montgomery.



8   Australian Shooter

True Class 5 Hearing Protec�on

Agents throughout Australia 
& New Zealand

Ph: (07) 3820 2533  -   Email: info@earmold.com.au

True custom made shooters hearing 
protec�on. Custom made on the spot & 
ready the same day. Ul�mate in comfort & 
highest rated protec�on with up to 40.5dB 
reduc�on at 4000Hz. Removes background 
noise & the crack from the shot while s�ll 
having situa�onal
awareness. 

         CENS Digital custom  
      electronic hearing  
                    protec�on. Amplifies     
               the sounds around you 
and cuts off when sound is 
detected above 81dB then sound 
returns when it’s clear & safe. Up 
to 5 different modes for all 
disciplines of shoo�ng 
plus wireless 
communica�ons. 

www.earmold.com.au

Open Season
WITH MATTHEW GODSON

Where to for game management? 

Send questions to:  
wildlife@ssaa.org.au

W hen I think about how hunted 
species in Australia are han-
dled, it does worry me a little 
in terms of game manage-

ment. With reviews into duck and quail hunt-
ing in South Australia and Victoria underway, 
I am not confident that we will see an out-
come that paves the way for better manage-
ment of these sustainable resources. At this 
point I feel that we are simply in a fight to 
hold on to the privilege to hunt ducks and 
quail, not improve things. If we get to retain 
our hunting privileges after these reviews, it 
will look a little different going forward. The 
good old days that many remember are gone, 
like it or not.

The hunting community also deals with 
constant political campaigns to reclassify 
the status of some game species, namely 
wild deer, and classify them as pest species. 
Many times, in conversations I have had 
on the topic, I would say that game status/
management opens the door to managing 
both the target species and hunters. This 
management can apply in different ways to 
achieve certain management outcomes. This 
is a positive thing and just changing a name 
or status will not achieve much more than 
what game management can already provide. 

For example, in the states where wild 
deer are under game management, we 
know how many are being harvested by 
hunters. In pest status states, we do not 
know how many are being harvested 
because there is no mechanism to report 
or record this. The rate or number of har-
vested animals is important to know when 
it comes to management. Increasing or 

decreasing harvest numbers can certainly 
provide information useful for population 
management. This should pave the way for 
further exploration and/or make necessary 
adjustments to bags limits, seasonal condi-
tions, and hunting access to achieve man-
agement objectives.

In the academic world, Australia is cur-
rently focused on pest management and 
species conservation. The in-between zone, 
where game management fits, is unfortu-
nately currently lacking interest. At the end 
of the day, this could be just a funding thing 
where interest rests where the money 
flows for many researchers. 

This lack of academic interest was evi-
dent when the organising committee for the 
2023 Conservation through the Sustainable 
Use of Wildlife Conference had to make the 
hard decision to cancel the event. At the 
end of the abstract submission deadline, 
there were simply not enough submissions 
to create a worthwhile conference program. 
After the success of the 2016 conference, 
we thought we could go bigger and better 
next time, but this has not happened. 

Was it that sustainable use and game 
management are not a topic of interest 
anymore or was the conference just another 
victim of the post COVID-19 world? When 
discussing the demise of the conference 
with the event organisers, it seems that 
this is a common theme. Abstract and reg-
istrations for certain industries have been 
down and slow since COVID-19. People are 
still not attending conferences like they did 
before. I have also heard that some employ-
ers have reduced the number of physical 

attendees they now allow to conferences 
and want others to go virtual to minimise 
costs and potential exposure to COVID-19.

I hope this is just a cycle where interest 
will again pick up in managing species in 
different ways, not just as pest management 
(culling) or conservation (protection). It just 
feels a little deflating at times when there 
are developing countries that are managing 
wildlife through sustainable use successfully 
but many in Australia just cannot grasp the 
idea and run with it. Yes, it feels at times like 
we have our fingers in the leaks of a dam 
wall, holding back the onslaught from groups 
that oppose us and our lifestyle choices. It 
just seems we need to stand firm and then 
keep chipping away to make ground.
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ATS

AHCPMG304 Use Firearms to Humanely 
Destroy Animals

ATS is a Registered Training Organisation certified to deliver industry 
best practices through immersive live-fire training in Australia’s most 
advanced and only interactive live-fire indoor range. Visit our website 

for course availability, enrolments, and bookings.

www.atspl.com.au

Humane Shot.
    Pass.

Shot 1

Reloading
WITH BARRY WILMOT

The .32-20 Winchester cartridge.

D esigned by John Moses Brown-
ing, a prolific firearms inventor, 
the .32-20 cartridge, also known 
as the .32 Winchester Centre 

Fire Cartridge (WCF), was introduced in 
1882 for use in their Winchester Model 
1873 lever-action rifle. Its low recoil and 
versatility made it suitable for those that 
were looking for a hunting or self-defence 
cartridge, which could be used in both rifles 
and pistols.

The designation ‘32-20’ referred to its 
calibre and powder charge and, originally, 
the cartridge was factory loaded with 20 
grains of black powder behind a 115-grain 
lead projectile with a diameter between 
.312 and .314 inches, giving it a muzzle 
velocity of about 1250 feet per second. In 
the early days shooters often reloaded their 
own cartridges and reloading tools were 
offered in the 1880s by the Ideal Manufac-
turing Company (now Lyman), Winchester, 
Marlin, Sharps and others. Some of these 
hand-held, tong-type tools included a built 
in bullet mould, so bullets could be made 
out of scrap lead, which was melted to use 
in the mould. Using this tool, the brass 
cartridge case could be de-capped, primed, 
(neck) sized, neck expanded, filled with 
black powder and then the bullet seated and 
crimped in the cartridge case. In the early 
frontier days, these tools were very practi-
cal, as they were lightweight, compact and 
could be easily carried in a saddle bag.

The cartridge was very effective in 
taking small animals such as rabbits and 
squirrels at ranges up to 100m, and its mild 
recoil and low muzzle noise made it popu-
lar with young or inexperienced hunters. 

Many law enforcement officers also carried 
revolvers chambered in .32-20 due to its 
manageable recoil and effectiveness, espe-
cially in close-quarter situations. 

Soon other manufacturers started making 
firearms for the cartridge and Colt first 
chambered their Single Action Army (SAA) 
for the cartridge, and later followed up cham-
bering for their double-action Frontier, Army 
Special and then their Police Positive revolv-
ers. Not to be outdone, Smith & Wesson 
then chambered their .32-20 WCF Hand 
Ejector First Model in the Winchester car-
tridge followed by Remington in the Model 
25 and 25A rifles from 1923 to 1935, helping 
to keep the cartridge popular through the 
first quarter of the 20th century.

Nowadays the .32-20 cartridge can be 
reloaded using modern smokeless powder, 
which allows hunters to tailor their loads 
for larger game, and provided one places 
the shot properly, medium game can be 
taken humanely at moderate distances.

Currently there is also a rise in the use 
of the cartridge, as cowboy action shooting 
has become popular, and this has helped in 
the continued use, not only of the cartridge 
itself, but also the resurrection in popularity 
of Winchester and Marlin rifles chambered 
for the .32-20 cartridge. 

Collecting these antique firearms cham-
bered for the .32-20 cartridge has become 
more intense, as models in good working 
condition become much more difficult to 
find, and because of this, prices worldwide 
for Winchesters, Colts and Marlin fire-
arms have increased greatly. Not only has 
the interest in the collection of firearms 
increased, but there is a big following in the 

collection of the cartridges themselves, and 
original ammunition, brass cartridges cases 
and original packaging now creates interest 
from buyers whenever they are advertised 
for sale.

The .32-20 cartridge has had a chequered 
career that spans more than 100 years. It 
was a faithful servant to many early pio-
neers, law enforcement officers and hunt-
ers over many years, and although it may 
be outdated in performance today, it still 
enjoys a place in historical re-enactment, 
collecting of classic firearms and small-
game hunting.

Please note: In the September issue, there 
was an error regarding the twist rate of 
barrels. The text should have read:

‘The choice of twist rate is another impor-
tant consideration, this referring to the 
distance a bullet must travel to complete one 
full revolution. It’s usually expressed as a ratio 
such as 1:10 or 1:7, indicating that the bullet 
completes one rotation every 10 or seven 
inches in the barrel.’
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GOLDEN BULLET 
BULK PACKS

Legendary Remington Golden Bullets in 1280fps 36gr HP are 
engineered for reliable cycling and high performance.   

In addition to the regular packs of 100 they are also  
available in these economical 

Bulk packs.

NM
D8

69

Proudly distributed by
sporting.nioa.com.au
www.remington.com
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SPEEDTRACKER 
mach4+
SPEEDTRACKER 
mach4+

know
your

speed!speed!
speedtrackeR.com.au

Clay Target Q&A
WITH RUSSELL MARK

Questions to:       
Russell@GoShooting.com.au

Q I often hear people say that shotgun 
shooting is 90 per cent mental and 

only 10 per cent technical. How true is that 
statement, in your opinion?
Lin Chu, Darwin, NT

A I have heard plenty of people over the 
years go as far as saying the sport is 

99 per cent mental. In my opinion, that is a 
little over the top for the average shotgun 
shooter, but it could be very realistic at the 
higher end of the sport.

Of all the shooting disciplines, shotgun 
shooting is certainly the most instinctual, 
but that doesn’t mean that just any shotgun 
and technique will get you to the top of the 
sport. If you don’t have a grasp of the fun-
damentals and have equipment that shoots 
straight, then it won’t matter how tough 
you are mentally; you just aren’t going to 
get there. 

I would suggest when you are starting 
out in the sport, the ratio for hitting tar-
gets even semi-consistently could be 10 
per cent mental and 90 per cent technical. 
It is the same as the sport of golf, in my 
opinion. Anybody can randomly putt a ball 
in the hole every now and then from five 
metres away, but to do it 90 per cent of the 
time under pressure becomes practically 
impossible for a rank amateur more than 
50 per cent of the time - just like shooting 
a perfect dead-centre bullseye on the pistol 
or rifle range. You will hit absolute perfec-
tion occasionally, but just because you did it 
once don’t expect to do it all the time.

I find that many of the great shotgun 
shooters are just like this. They go through 
the right technical procedures like clock-
work. The same stance, same mount, 
placing their head on the stock in exactly 

the same position, they wait for the same 
amount of time before calling for the target 
to be released and eventually once they 
have seen the clay in the air they do exactly 
the same movement to the target time and 
time again. But here’s the thing…there 
isn’t one correct stance for everyone, there 
is not one particular way to mount the 
shotgun to your shoulder, no two people 
place their head on the stock in exactly the 
same manner and certainly there is not one 
identical place in the sky where you have to 
break the target no matter what discipline 
you are shooting. The single most impor-
tant factor that you must accomplish is that 
you must do it your way identically every 
single time. 

If you develop a routine mastering your 
technique and have the ultimate amount of 
faith and belief that you can break the target, 
then more than likely you probably will. If 
you have any doubt that what you are about 
to do may not result in a hit, then you have 
a big chance of missing. There is an age old 
saying in sport: Whether you think you can 
or think you can’t, you are correct. 

What this simple phrase is telling us is 
in the sport of shotgun shooting is that if 
you have the belief in yourself that you are 
about to break the next target thrown into 
the sky, then as long as you have a reason-
able grasp of the fundamentals and your 
shotgun is actually shooting straight, then 
you have a huge chance at succeeding.

Getting back to your original question 
about what percentage of the sport is 
mental, it clearly depends what level you 
are talking about. The six finalists at any 
Olympic Games in any discipline are all 
accomplished shooters with techniques and 
equipment that has been tried and tested 

for years. So, what separates them all? One 
word: belief. This one word accounts for 
most of the successes at this level. There 
is really no difference between any of the 
shotguns or ammunition and, even though 
all the athletes may technically look like 
they are doing things differently, pretty 
much all the basic technical fundamentals 
are being covered. It comes down to the 
person that really believes that during the 
next 50 minutes of an ultra-high pressure 
Olympic final that they are going to hit 
everything that is going to be thrown into 
the sky. And if they honestly believe that, 
if for some reason a miss occurs, it was 
merely an act of God and that unfortunate 
incident won’t happen again any time soon, 
then generally, they are right. In this set of 
circumstances, the mental component of 
the game becomes way closer to 100 per 
cent than 90.

A famous footwear company years ago 
coined the logo ‘Just do it’. I believe the 
marketing company executive who thought 
of this simple philosophy would have made 
a great clay target shooter.
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HANDGUN
AUSTRALIAN & NEW ZEAL AND

ISSUE 22  C O M I N G  S O O N
Taurus TX22: Grabs the bull by the horns

Smith & Wesson competitor: Revamped and rockin’
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TOP SHOTS
Got a question - ask our?John Dunn • Paul Miller • Geoff Smith • Barry Wilmot • Rod Pascoe                       email: edit@ssaa.org.au

Q Reading Leon Wright's article 'Double 
take' (Australian Shooter July 2023) 

about shotgun gauge reducers got me 
wondering about how sub-gauge shotshells 
interact with a gun’s choke. Since the shot 
is packed into a narrower diameter (at least 
at the chamber), I would naively guess 
that sub-gauge shells effectively experi-
ence less choke than a full-size shell fired 
from the same shotgun. For example, a 
12-gauge shotgun (nominal bore 0.73") with 
a full choke (0.03" constriction) still has a 
larger muzzle diameter than a 20-gauge 
shotgun with a cylinder choke (0.615" at the 
muzzle), so I might expect a tighter pattern 
from the 20 gauge. While I’ve found some 
online sources that mention sub-gauge 
shells patterning differently from a regu-
larly sized shell, I’ve not found anything 
quantitative. Do you have any sources or 
experience that might confirm or refute 
my thinking? As a practical example, could 
it be safe to use sub-gauge steel shot in a 
shotgun with tight fixed chokes, where the 
chokes are too tight for safe use with a full-
sized steel shotshell?
James (via email)

A This is a very intelligent and techni-
cal question that is tricky to answer 

because of the ballistic imponderables you 
highlight. Sub-gauge tubes are quite popular 
both in short configuration as well as very 
sophisticated full-length tubes like those 
made by Briley in the USA. I think it would 
be fair to say that the patterns from short 
tubes will not be anywhere near as efficient 
as those from full-length tubes. The simple 
reason being that the full-length tubes are 
essentially smaller barrels inserted in the 
larger gauge and the gauge of shell fired in 
them (say 410, 20 or 28 gauge) is designed 
to be fired through those dimensions for 
maximum performance. Shells fired in short 
tubes in a 12-gauge, for example, have only 
the length of the tube to develop their best 
ballistic performance and when the wad 
and payload exit the tube in to the 12-gauge 
barrel, it essentially becomes very overbore 

for the wad of the smaller cartridge. This 
means that the gas seal is very inferior 
to the same shell being fired in a barrel 
designed for that cartridge and wadding 
system. The shot will exit the barrel and 
be affected to the same degree as it would 
be if a 12-gauge shell was being used. A full 
choke is a full choke. The actual pattern 
may, however, be different in that the very 
inefficient gas seal will probably play havoc 
with the pellets and you may even see some 
welding of individual pellets to each other 
if you pattern the shells and compare your 
12-gauge patterns versus your 410, 20 or 
28-gauge patterns through short tubes. This 
is a fascinating scenario and only patterning 
will tell you exactly what your gun is doing 
with these various combinations.

Steel shot is vastly harder than lead shot 
and that is why most manufacturers say 
that half choke is the maximum you should 
shoot steel shot through and that you can 
expect full-choke patterns from this combi-
nation. I would strongly recommend you do 
not shoot steel shot in either a 12-gauge or 
a tubed 12-gauge (either short or full-length 
tubes) with any choke over half choke.

Good luck with your experimenting but 
be very careful of the use of steel shot out-
side the manufacturer’s recommendations. 
Remember, safety is everything.
Paul Miller

A I have been reading about the new Alien 
9mm pistol from Czechoslovakia and 

it’s described as having a ‘fixed’ barrel. I’m 
pretty new to pistol shooting but I would 
have thought the 9mm ammo would be too 
powerful for such a system.
Noel, ACT

Q You’re reading about some interesting 
pistol technology that’s been around 

for a while but reinvented in the case of the 
Alien. In relatively low-power .22 rimfire 
self-loading target pistols, the barrels are 
fixed directly to the frame and the slide 
is free to move backwards and forwards 

allowing the fired cartridge to push back 
against the bolt-face to recycle the action 
ready for re-firing. The recoil spring and 
mass of the slide is strong enough to hold 
the cartridge in the breech for that frac-
tion of a second to give the bullet time to 
leave the barrel. This is called the straight 
blow back system and there are even some 
smaller, less powerful centrefire cartridges 
that work on this system: .25 ACP, .32 ACP 
and .380 ACP as used in small handguns 
like the Browning, Colt, Beretta pocket 
pistols and, not forgetting, James Bond’s 
Walther PPK. But when more powerful 
ammunition such as the 9mm Luger round 
is used in a fixed barrel system, the mass 
of the slide and the strength of the spring 
by themselves would not hold the cartridge 
case in the chamber long enough for all the 
burning gasses to expand and for the bullet 
to travel down and exit the barrel. The 
Alien gets over this by using a delayed blow 
back system where some of the expanding 
gas is diverted through small hole just in 
front of the chamber into a piston on top of 
the barrel that puts extra force on the slide 
to delay its rearward movement up to the 
point where the bullet leaves the barrel and 
the pressure inside drops. If this action was 
not delayed, the cartridge case would leave 
the chamber along with a blast of hot gas 
before the bullet exits the barrel. This tech-
nology goes back to the 1970s in the case of 
the H&K model P7 and the Steyr GB and 
others. In these pistols, the much lower 
cost of production was the main incen-
tive for producing fixed barrel handguns. 
The improved accuracy of the fixed barrel 
design is no doubt the motivation behind 
Alien’s design. 
Rod Pascoe
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Q While discussing military planes with 
a friend, he said the Sabre plane had 

‘cannons’. I thought only pirate ships had 
cannons, is this true?
Robert Meldrum, via email

A Robert, for centuries the term ‘cannon’ 
has been used to describe large artillery 

pieces that fire projectiles. Historically, in 
the early days of military aviation, the fire-
arms fitted to the aircraft were often adapted 
from existing ground-based artillery pieces 
and so to remain consistent with historical 
usage the term ‘cannon’ became entrenched 
in the lexicon of military aviation.
Barry Wilmot

Q I purchased a book Tanks and Fighting 
Vehicles by Robert Jackson, and after 

reading it wonder why some tanks have 
smoothbore barrels rather than rifled ones?
Robert Meldrum, via email

A Robert, there are several reasons for 
this; firstly, smoothbore barrels are 

well suited for firing armour-piercing fin-
stabilised sabot discarding rounds, which 
are designed to penetrate armored targets 
over long distances. They experience less 
wear than rifled barrels, which extends 
their lifespan and reduces maintenance 
requirements; they can fire a wide range of 
ammunition types including high-explosive, 
anti-tank and anti-personnel rounds, giving 
versatility in combat situations. Many 
NATO countries have adopted the 120mm 
smoothbore as a standard tank gun cali-
bre, simplifying ammunition compatibility 
among allied forces.
Barry Wilmot

Q I have a family heirloom 12g bolt-action 
single shot firearm, the origin and age 

of which are unknown. The bolt cannot be 
inserted as you would a normal bolt and 
has to be undone at the front end of the bolt 
(cap), bolt inserted and then screw the cap 
back on.  

We know the shotgun as a ‘Thalet’ and 
from what knowledge there is about the 
gun, possibly by a South African maker 
or Belgian, has a 30-inch barrel with full 
choke. It was fired once only many years 
ago using a modern 12g cartridge and then 
did not fire for a second shot and that’s how 
its remained. Possibly it’s a black powder 
firearm and maybe the modern cartridge 
burred the firing pin over due to pressure. 
It’s not been fired for a very long time or 
even tried to be. Can you tell us anything 
about our old gun?
Brian Short

 

AYour gun is one of many that has been 
converted from an 1866 Chassepot rifle, 

of which some two million were made both 
in France and also under contract by Belgian, 
Italian and English gunmakers. Antoine 
Alphonse Chassepot (1833-1905) improved 
Johann Nicolaus Von Dreyse’s needle fire 
design and this became the French service 
rifle between 1866-1874. Your gun was 
converted to 12-gauge by Joseph Tholet 
who was a gunsmith in Liege between 

1886-1900. Originally chambered in 11mm 
needle fire, after 1874, many were converted 
to 11x59R centrefire. The proof marks on 
your gun are from Liege, and many were 
originally made in this Belgian town. There 
don’t appear to be any French proof marks so 
these may have been removed when the gun 
was bored out to 12-gauge. It most likely has 
a shorter chamber than modern guns and it 
doesn’t show any nitro proofing marks, so it 
shouldn’t be fired with modern ammo. While 
an interesting piece of family history, this 
isn’t an especially rare or valuable gun.
Geoff Smith



16   Australian Shooter

cleaverfirearms.com
MONTHLY PRIZES! 

EXCLUSIVE WEB DEALS!
See the specials first & subscribe today
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MDT 
Chamber Flags

Pack of 10
NEW $11.95

 SIG SAUER 
P226R Scorpion

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
cased, FDE finish, G10 grips,

127mm threaded barrel.
NEW $3390

MDT 
ACC Elite Chassis

Available in: Black, FDE & Titanium Blue
Available for: Remington 700 SA RH & LH, 

Remington 700 LA RH, Tikka T3/T3X SA
NEW $1999.95

MDT 
M-LOK Exterior 
Forend Weights, Gen 2. 
Available with QD 
Slingmount & without.
NEW $69.95

MDT
AICS Metal Magazine

22/250 10 shot
NEW $89.95

MDT 
AICS Polymer Magazine Gen2
243/308win etc 10 shot
NEW $44.95

MDT
AICS Polymer Magazine Gen2

243/308in etc 5 shot
NEW $44.95

MDT
AICS Polymer 
Magazine Gen2
243/308win etc 3 shot
NEW $39.95

RANGER POINT PRECISION
Marlin Lever Action Trigger

Fits various centerfire models.
Black, Silver & Red

NEW $195

RANGER POINT PRESICION
Marlin Aluminium Follower.
Self cleaning, available for: 357 Mag,
30/30, 35 Rem, 44 Mag & 45 LC.
NEW $69.90

RANGER POINT PRECISION
MLOK Side Saddle
Available for: 357mag, 
44mag, 30/30, 
45/70, 450M & 410 Gauge.
NEW $135

RANGER POINT 
PRECISION
Tactical Butt Stock
For Marlin and Henry.
NEW $629

RANGE POINT 
PRECISION
M-LOK Tac Forend
Available for: Henry & Marlin 1894, 1895 & 336.
NEW $390

RANGER POINT 
PRECISION
Henry Centerfire 
Trigger Kit
NEW $84.90

RANGER POINT PRECISION
Marlin Flyweight Loading Gate
For models 1894, 1895 & 336.
NEW $94.90

SIG SAUER 
X-FIVE CLASSIC

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
cased, 5" match barrel, 

stainless steel, rosewood grips.
NEW $4590

SIG SAUER 
X-FIVE

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
cased, 5" match barrel, 

stainless steel, G10 grips.
NEW $4590

SIG SAUER 
P226 Legion

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
cased, 127mm threaded 

barrel.
NEW $3290

SIG SAUER 
P226 SAO Legion
Single action only

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, cased, 
127mm threaded barrel.

NEW $3290

SIG SAUER 
P226 Elite
9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
cased, Siglite Night Sights, 
nitron finished, 127mm 
threaded barrel.
NEW $2490

WALKERS 
Razor Electronic Ear Muffs
Available in: Kryptek Highlander or Kryptek 
Typhoon Camo
NEW $109.90

BERETTA 
M9 FDE

22lr, 10 Shot, 127mm barrel.
NEW $990

BERETTA 
M9 Black

22lr, 10 Shot, 127mm barrel.
NEW $990

BERETTA 
92 FSR
22lr, 10 shot, 
127mm barrel, with light rail.
Available in: Black or Grey frame.
NEW $990

WALKERS 
Razor Electronic Ear Muffs 
– Leopard Print
NEW $109.90

WALKERS 
Razor Electronic Ear Muffs
Available in: Multi Cam or Multi Cam Black 
NEW $109.90

 RUGER 
American Competition

9mm, 10 shot, cased, 
two mags, 5" stainless 

competition barrel. 
Slide cut for optic.

NEW $1195

ROSSI 92 Citadel
16.5" Barrel, threaded muzzle. M-LOK 
handguard. Big loop lever, peep sights.

Available in: 357mag or 44mag
NEW $889

ROSSI 92 Cowboy
24" Octagonal barrel, timber stock & forend, 
lever action. Available In: 357mag or 44mag

Blued finish NEW $999
Stainless steel NEW $1049

ROSSI 92 SS
Stainless steel, timber stock set.
Available in: 357mag or 44mag. 

16" or 20" BBl, lever action.
NEW $999

ROSSI 92 Classic
Blued finish, timber stock set.
Available in: 357mag or 44mag, 
20" Barrel, 10 shot, lever action.
NEW $949

ROSSI 92 Classic Trapper
Blued finish, timber stock set, 44 magnum, 

8 shot.16" Trapper barrel.
NEW $795

RUGER 
American 308win 4 shot

Blued synthetic, detachable magazine, 
22” sporter barrel.

SPECIAL NEW $695

SMITH & WESSON 
11833 M&P9 2.0 
Performance Center
Ported – Optic Ready
9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 5" barrel, 
fiber optic sights.
SPECIAL NEW $1595

SMITH & WESSON 
SW22 Victory

22lr, 10 shot, 5.5" Barrel. 
Stainless steel, two mags.

SPECIAL NEW $795

SMITH & WESSON 
M&P 9 2.0 FDE, 9mm, 

10 Shot, two mags, 
5" barrel, full FDE finish.
SPECIAL NEW $1395

SMITH & WESSON 
11820 M&P 9 2.0 Pro Series

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 5" barrel.
SPECIAL NEW $1395

SMITH & WESSON
11828 M&P 2.0 CORE
Performance Center Pro Series
9mm, 10 shot, two mags.
Slide cut for optics – optic ready.
SPECIAL NEW $1495

SMITH & WESSON 
11824 M&P9 2.0 
Performance Center Ported
9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
5" barrel, fiber optic sights.
SPECIAL NEW $1495
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I n the spirit of full disclosure, this is 
the first Savage rifle I have reviewed. 
In fact, I’ve only ever shot any kind of 
Savage rifle on a handful of occasions 

during the past 35 years. 
No reason for my lack of experience, 

it just worked out that way. So, when 
Australian Shooter asked if I’d like to review 
the new Savage Model 110 High Country 
rifle, I said sure, send it over.

What I didn’t know at the time was the 
rifle would arrive as a complete package. 
Literally a huge carboard box. Inside 
was the rifle, scope, rings plus ammo all 
presented in a single gun, hard case. While 
it made testing the rifle all that much easier, 
I felt obligated to include it all in the review 
process, so stick with me as we cover off on 
a lot of gear.

110 High Country package
Mark van den Boogaart

Rifle
The thing about bolt-action rifles is that, as a 
species they are pretty much the same. It’s 
the individual variations and generational 
improvements that make all the difference. 

For instance, the High Country is the 
latest evolution of the Savage push-feed 
110 design, which in one form or another 
has been around for about for 60 years.

Along the way Savage has built a reputa-
tion for accurate rifles, in part attributed to 
their own interpretation of a rifle bolt and 
action, and the highly regarded AccuTrigger 
system. If this is also your first time looking 

over a Savage rifle, you will realise that 
accuracy, or Accu, is a common theme. 

As received, the 110 High Country wore 
several stickers, one of which carried 
the tag line: Better comes standard. I 
liked that idea; it appealed to my way of 
thinking that standards should increase 
over time. Out of the box the Savage looks 
different - topped with the capable Bushell 
elite 4500, the High Country displayed a 
high level of finish. 

To complement the TrueTimber Strata 
finished synthetic stock, the spiral-fluted, 
stainless-steel barrel, bolt, receiver, 

Savage 110 High Country
Calibre: 6.5 Creedmoor (as supplied)
Action: Push-feed bolt-action
Magazine: Detachable box (four-shot capacity)
Barrel: 559mm stainless spiral fluted
Finish: Brown Midnight Bronze
Rate of twist: One in 10
Stock: TrueTimber Strata synthetic
Trigger: Adjustable AccuTrigger
Weight: 3.67kg
Overall length: 1076mm Range image, rifle profile.

The Savage 110 High Country, 
straight out of the box.
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triggerguard and magazine plate are all 
finished in Midnight Brown Cerakote. 
Diving in, there are a number of key 
features to the Savage 110 High Country 
worth examining in more detail.

Accufit system
This is a user-based approach that gives 
you the ability to set your preferred comb 
height through five different-sized cheek-
piece risers, and length of pull through, 
again supplied, four different-sized spacers. 

In essence, Accufit allows you to 
customise the rifle to you, or anyone else 
who may be using it. It also enables you to 
modify the rifle to conditions. If you intend 
to hunt in winter with a heavy jacket, you 
can adjust to compensate for the extra bulk. 
Conversely, if you are hunting in the NT, 
again you can set up the rifle to suit.

Savage bolt
As a first-time user, the 110-bolt assembly 
was a quandary. It’s complicated. In fact, 
I believe there are 22 separate parts that 
make up the bolt. The reasoning, so far 
as I have been able to investigate, is it’s 
all about accuracy. Does it really improve 
accuracy? I don’t know, as I haven’t a fair 
comparison. However, if like me you are 
new to the particulars of the Savage bolt 
assembly, give it some of your focus.

Controls 
The 110 High Country includes a tang-
mounted, three-position safety and a 
bolt-release button just forward of the 
triggerguard. Again, a little different than 
I was used to, but neither a challenge nor 
hindrance to safe, effective operation.

Detachable box mag
This takes advantage of a flush-mount, 
detachable box magazine. It’s a four-shot 
mag, metal construction and easy to load 
and equally simple to insert and eject via 
the release mechanism incorporated into 
the magazine plate.

Savage AccuTrigger
A big part of the Savage approach is the 
AccuTrigger system. In itself, it is an inter-
pretation of a two-stage trigger system. 
Instead of a single trigger that you firstly 
squeeze to an engaged position, before you 

take up the final, tiny amount of slack to 
shoot, the Savage trigger has a separate 
blade that travels within the single trigger 
mechanism. When the blade and trigger 
are brought together, you are ready to fire. 
The AccuTrigger system, like the Accufit, 
is a user-friendly mechanism and can be 
adjusted to suit.

As with other components of the Savage 
110 High Country, the AccuTrigger 
approach is very different and takes some 
getting used to. However, from the bench it 
felt great, and you can imagine it would be 
useful on a set shot while hunting.

Savage 110 High Country package

Bushnell Elite 4500 
4-16x50
Extended eye relief
30mm tube
Waterproof construction
Exclusive EXO barrier protection 
¼ MOA windage and elevation adjustments
Parallax adjustment
Fast-focus eyepiece
Simple, clean reticle

Scope
Supplied with the 110 High Country was a 
Bushnell Elite 4500 in 4-16x50mm magnifi-
cation. The scope is part of the Bushnell 4X 
range, which includes a 1-4x24, a 2.5-10x40 
and the 4-16.

For a big power scope, it’s compact 
and something that reflects the current 

Above: Bushnell Elite scope.

Bushnell Elite scope and Savage 
110 High Country action.

Bushnell Elite elevation 
and windage dial.
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Leupold PRW2 rings/
Leupold Picatinny rail
Steel construction
30mm medium height (matte)
Leupold cross slot design
Weaver/rail compatible
Standard to magnum calibre rated
Rings and mounts

Plano Airglide single rifle 
gun case
Single rifle, shotgun capability
Lockable case design
Internal high-density foam and straps to secure 
firearm
Plenty of room for a scoped rifle
Bail style latches
Over-sized easy-carry handle
Lockable and airline approved
Size: 130.8cm x 28.5cm x 19.6cm

interpretation of a hunting scope, which is 
one capable of stretching into the world of 
long-range hunting.

Like the 110, it is packed with a whole 
bunch of features including a 30mm tube, 
fully multi-coated lenses, a really clean, 
simple reticle, crisp and very positive ¼ 
MOA windage and elevation adjustments, 
plenty of eye relief and side parallax 
adjustment. 

Both the capped elevation and windage 
dials and focus ring are easy to use and 
it seemed like a good match for the 110. 
Holding it all in place was a Leopold 
Picatinny rail and matching mounts.

Feature wise, the standout for me was 
the simple uncluttered reticle. I really like 
something that helps me focus on the target. 
Add to this the parallax adjuster and what 
you have is a scope with some longer-range 
hunting capabilities. Most surprising about 
the Bushnell was the price. I didn’t realise 
this was very much an entry level scope. It 
is a great value for money scope option.

Mount
Leupold doesn’t really need any intro-
duction; it’s a mainstay of the shooting 
and hunting world. I’ve owned countless 
Leupold scopes, usually held in place by 
Leupold rings. Even my old Scout rifle had 
Leupold versions of Ruger rings. Leupold 
make world-class optics, supported by a 
wonderful guarantee. I even once had to 
use it after damaging a scope and, yep, it 
was fixed free of charge.

As supplied, the Bushnell scope was 
secured by a pair of Leupold PRW2 30mm 
mid height rings in a matte finish. These 
rings were then attached to a complemen-
tary Leupold Picatinny rail. The PRW2 
are steel construction rings and another 
example of Leupold’s manufacturing quality. 
For me, scope mounts have one job, to hold 
the scope in place, and keep it there - and 
that’s exactly what they did.

Case
I have a lot of Plano stuff - 99 per cent is 
fishing tackle related. It’s good gear and 
does the job. The rifle arrived in the Plano 
Airglide, which uses a slightly different 
approach to most rifle cases. 

Whereas you usually lay your rifle in the 
case, with the Airglide it is cradled in the 
upright position by high density foam and 
secured via two separate Velcro straps. 
Plano refers to this approach as a floating 
method of storage. As it is designed for 
scoped rifles, there is a bubble, or bulge, in 
the case creating a good air gap between 
the scope and the outer shell. 

With three separate latching points and 
a couple of extra padlock points, you can 
secure it and according to the information 
page it is approved for airline travel.

With a big, easy grip handle on top, it’s 
a nice design for transporting your rifle or 
shotgun. 

At the range
It was time to take the 110 to the 
range. Supplied with the rifle were two 
different 6.5 Creedmoor loads by Federal 
Ammunition: one, a Varmint & Predator 
load incorporating a Hornady V-Max projec-
tile in 95grain, the other a match-grade, 
130-grain Berger projectile. 

With so many variables to consider, when 
reviewing rifles, scopes and ammo, I’ve 
developed a pretty simple approach. I follow 
the instructions. 

If the ammo says set the scope 1.6" high 
at 100 yards for a zero at 200 yards, I do it. 
Now, I naturally tend to shoot low, but by 
following the recommendations, I’ve found 
I flatten out the variables and gain a good 
idea of performance. 

After a bit of plinking, it was time to 
go serious. I decided to use the 130-grain 
ammo as my base line and adjusted the 
scope as per the instructions on the box 
for a 200-yard zero. The measurements 
displayed are outer edge to outer edge. For 
true performance, you should subtract the 
projectile diameter from the outer edge to 

Savage 110 High Country package

Complete package on 
the way to the range.
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NSW Compliant CZ Shadow 2s

Canik Clearance Limited Stock

New FX Panthera
Very limited stock

No lay-by available on 
these limited time specials.

Canik Rival SFX 9mm
Black or Grey. Cased with 3 mags, 
holster and optics plates. 
Was $1760, $1295

Rossi 
Puma Triple Black

357 or 44 magnum, 
16.5" barrel, black Cerakote 

Further reduced $995

Rossi 
Citadel Levtac

18" 357mag or 44mag $919

Rossi Citadel TRAKR
22lr or 22WMR $299

CZ Shadow 2 9mm  
With 1 x NSW compliant mag 

(or 3 x standard mags for other states)
$1995

Spare NSW compliant mags $149

CZ Shadow 2 Bronze  
Limited Edition 9mm  

With 1 x NSW compliant mag 
(or 3 x standard mags for other states)

$2099
Spare NSW compliant mags $149

Ridgeline 4K Trail Cam
24 mp and 4K video, 2" colour LCD 
screen, 8 month stand by time
Was $200, $119 while stocks last

FX Panthera Sniper 
22cal, 25cal and 30cal 700mm barrels

$3390

FX Impact MK3 Black
In stock in 177, 22, 25 and 30 cal
Standard 600mm barrel $3330

Sniper 700mm barrel $3430

FX Impact MK3 Sniper Bronze
In stock in 177, 22, 25 and 30 cal
Standard 600mm barrel $3395

Sniper 700mm barrel $3495

CZ Shadow 2 9mm mags 
(Not for NSW) All other states

$99

Not available for firearm 
or ammunition sales

GPO Scope Clearance

GPO Evolve 3-9x40 Illuminated
1" Tube, German 4 illuminated reticle, 
$549

GPO Evolve 6-24x50 GP OPS Reticle
Was $1595, $885

Meopta Meosport R 3-15x50 RD $c
Back in stock. $690

Massive T-Bolt Sale

Browning 
T-Bolt Sporter 22lr $899

Browning 
T-Bolt Varmint 

22lr or 22WMR $899
Browning BL22 In Stock

Lever Action 22lr

Remington Clearance

Tikka TAC A1 260 Rem
Reduced from $4335 to clear.

Folding stock or Pinned for NSW.
Comes cased with spare mag,  

bi-pod and muzzle break.
Just $3165

Remington  
700 SPS Tactical AAC 308

16.5" barrel
Was $1950, now just $1425

Browning 
BL22 Grade II Maple $1715

Burris XTR II 5-25x56 SCR MIL FFP
Was $2330, $1740

Burris Eliminator III 4-16x50
Laser Rangefinding scope
Was $2435, just $1815 
Massive further price drop
Now just $1395

Rossi 
Puma Stainless Walnut

44 Magnum $895

Rossi Clearance

Rossi Rio Bravo Lever Action
22lr or 22WMR $599

Rossi 
Gallery Gun Pump Action

22lr or 22WMR $599

Sako 100th Anniversary  
30-06 ammo pack

Massively reduced to clear.
Just $199/100

2 packs available
20 x 180gr Super Hammerhead with 

80 x 150gr Gamehead 
or 

20 x 170gr Powerhead Blade with 
80 x 150gr Gamehead

Christensen Arms  
Carbon Ridgeline

300 RUM with 26" Carbon barrel 
with brake. Silver Cerakote Action.

Massively reduced from $5550  
now just $2995

Weatherby Vanguard  
Talus 243 win

4 only, reduced from $2395 to clear
24" Spiral Fluted Barrel
Patriot Brown Cerakote
Save $1000, just $1395

Zeiss V4 4-16x44
Illuminated reticle 60, Hunting Turrets 
Was $1590, $1220

Zeiss V4 4-16x44
Illuminated reticle 60
ASV/BDC Elevation Turret
Was $1735, $1325

Zeiss V4 4-16x50
Illuminated reticle 93
ASV/BDC Elevation Turret
Was $2020, $1545

Massive Zeiss Clearance

Zeiss V4 Specials

New Zeiss Product

Zeiss V6 Specials

Zeiss V6 2.5-15x56
Illuminated reticle 60, Hunting Turrets
Was $2770, $2325

Zeiss V6 2.5-15x56
Illuminated reticle 60
ASV/BDC Elevation Turret
Was $3330, $2549

Zeiss V6 3-18x50
Reticle 6, ASV/BDC Elevation Turret
Was $2970, $2375

Zeiss V6 5-30x50
Reticle 6, ASV/BDC Elevation Turret
Was $3185, $2435

Zeiss LRP S3 6-36x56
34mm Tube. 0.1 MRAD clicks
ZF-MRi Illuminated MRAD reticle
Just $3490

Holosun HS510C Holow sight
2MOA dot/6.5MOA Circle Reticle
Solar Charging, QD Picatinny Mount
Just $599

223 $49/100
308 $53/100
22-250 $57/100
243 $57/100
270 $60/100
30-30 $57/100
30-06 $57/100
9.3x62 $129/100

Brass Clearance 50% off
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outer edge measurement. The reasoning 
behind my approach is so there isn’t any 
potential confusion between the numbers 
quoted and the accompanying images.

The 130-grain match ammo produced 
a nice three-shot group of 22.48mm 
with an average height of 22.44mm. The 
95-grain projectile produced a similar 
grouping at 23.22mm but at a whopping 
average height of 60.87mm. Yes, I know 
they should have been higher, but I was 
surprised by how much.

With a few more shots I decided to head 
out to 200 yards. Again, the results were 
impressive. For the 130-grain ammo my 
best group was 20.48mm, with little drop in 
elevation. The 95-grain projectiles produced 
a group of 35.13mm. I blame myself for that 
group, as I did drop one and it should have 
been much tighter. As you can see, it was 
also still way up on the elevation.

“Hey, Mark, it looks like you shot a lot 
better at 200 yards, than 100 yards. How 
does that happen?” Easy - I was starting to 
settle into the rifle. It would be great if I had 
a year’s worth of use and ammo to really 
test the platform, but it just doesn’t work 
that way, so I have to speed up the process a 
little. Consequently, I believe that with a few 
more boxes of ammo, combined with some 
more time behind the trigger and scope, the 
results would have been really impressive.

Final thoughts
Savage rifles have long enjoyed a well-
earned reputation for producing accurate 

rifles and the High Country is no exception. 
It’s a classy rifle, at a really affordable price 
point, and more importantly it’s a straight 
and accurate shooter. 

When chambered in 6.5 Creedmoor, not 
only do you get a straight shooter, but you 
also gain a comfortable shooting rifle. With 
the Bushnell Elite 4500 4-16x50mm sitting 
on top, ably secured in place with Leupold 
mounts, the Savage 110 Back Country is 
really a great example of a semi-customis-
able rifle that is ready to go straight out of 
the box.   .

Savage 110 High Country package

Prices
Savage 110 High Country 6.5 Creedmoor: $2550
Bushnell Elite 4500 4-16X50 Multi x 30MM: $620
Leupold PRW2 30MM Rings Medium Matte: $180
Plano Airglide Single Rifle Gun Case 50": $140

Federal 130-grain 
group at 100 yards.

Federal 95-grain 
group at 100 yards.

2023 online brochure available now!
• A full list of state firearms registries
• Safe firearms storage
• Explanation of firearms categories
• A comprehensive catalogue of firearm safes 

available in Australia ranging from small to large for 
firearm owners, to extra-large for businesses, clubs 
and serious collectors

• Full contact details of safe distributors

ssaa.org.au/our-media/our-publications/secure-your-gun-secure-your-sport
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ERGO
CZ 600

CENTERFIRE RIFLE WITH 
ERGONOMIC THUMBHOLE STOCK
The CZ 600 series features a number of unique, 
patented features and guaranteed accuracy.

 CALIBRES: 
 223 Rem. |  30-06 Spring. |  300 Win. Mag. |  
308 Win. |  6,5 Creedmoor

 RRP:  $1995



Diggory Hadoke

The Talla Des 

resurfaces

B orn as a child of the Raj to Anglo-
Irish stock of modest means, 
Jim Corbett had free reign over 
the forests of northern India, as 

he grew from a boy into a teenager, fully 
at home under the jungle canopy and inti-
mately familiar with the ways of the beasts 
and birds lurking within the greenery.

At first a sport hunter, like his more 
conventional contemporaries, Corbett 
became less inclined to hunt for the sake 
of it and focussed on accepting the task of 
shooting man-eating tigers and leopards 
when others had failed. In doing so, and 
later recording his reminiscences in print, 
Corbett became the world’s most cele-
brated hunter.

For his services he would take no fee, 
but insisted all other hunters vacate the 
area until he had succeeded in his quest. He 
walked great distances in arduous conditions, 
with few possessions and limited equipment, 
in his search of notorious man-eaters, many 
with hundreds of victims to their account.

Each time he did so, he took his life in his 
hands and carried the hopes and the future 
safety of countless villagers with him. In his 
hand, he often carried a Rigby rifle.

A Rigby rifle was presented to Corbett 
in 1907 as a token of appreciation from the 
authorities for his successful hunt of his 
first man-eater: the Champawat Tigress, a 
notorious man-eater thought to have killed 
436 people before meeting her end.

The rifle was purchased from Manton 
& Co. in Calcutta; a company founded 
by a relative of the great Joseph Manton, 
who had apprenticed at James Purdey and 
Thomas Boss in the early 1800s. It became 
a successful store, selling the wares of most 
of Britain’s gun and rifle makers.

 Corbett’s Rigby was a .275 (7x57) maga-
zine rifle. Rigby records can trace it to the 
original order on 19 April 1905. Manton 
ordered ‘3 best Mauser Rigby sporting rifles, 
Nos. 2508, 2516 & 2517’ at a cost of £39. 6s. 
0d. It was part of an order which included 

some second quality .275s and a .350 
Mauser, as well as accessories and cases.

The .275 was bought from Manton 
on behalf of Sir J.P. Hewett, who had a 
silver oval engraved: ‘Presented to Mr J.G. 
Corbett by Sir J.P. Hewett K.C.S.I Lieutenant 
Governor of the United Provinces in recogni-
tion of his having killed a man-eating tigress 
at Champawat in 1907.’

Corbett’s Rigby was never destined to 
become a ‘safe queen’, it features in many 
of his thrilling stories of man-eater hunts. 
Among those tales is that of the Talla Des 
man-eating tigress and her two unfortu-
nate cubs.

Like many man-eaters, the tigress 
carried an injury, which hampered the 
hunting of her usual prey, like chital and 
sambar deer.

She had a deep wound in her leg, 
caused by the penetration of porcupine 
quills, which are barbed and impossible to 
remove. She must have been in constant 
pain for the eight years she stalked 
humans, accounting for around 150 souls 
during her reign of terror.

For decades, nothing more was known 
about the Talla Des tigress than what 
Corbett had written in the 1940s. Then, 
in May 2023, Rigby received a message 
from a gentleman in Surrey, inside whose 
suburban home resided the skin of the 
tigress and within whose family history 
was some long-lost information about Jim 
Corbett and the fate of the Talla Des skin.

Before heading for leafy Surbiton, I 
re-read the story. It was on April 4, 1929 
that Corbett set out for the Talla Des 
tigress. It took several days by train and on 
foot to reach the village of Talla Kote, from 
where he began his quest, accompanied by 
the son of a woman who had been eaten by 
the tigress, by the name of Dungar Singh.

Corbet soon found two tigers asleep in 
a clearing, over which he had a good view 
from his vantage point on a rock outcrop. 
He shot the first as they slept, being 
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unable to distinguish cub from mother at 
120 yards. The second, upon hearing the 
shot ran up the hill and presented itself 
broadside, looking back at its sibling, before 
falling to a second shot from Corbett’s .275.

Some 25 years later, he wrote: ‘The cubs 
had died for the sins of their mother’. They 
had proven easy, but the hunt had only just 
begun.

The shots flushed the tigress from where 
she had been resting nearby but she was 
200 yards away and running. ‘I have never 
seen an animal fall as convincingly dead 
as that tiger fell at my shot’, wrote Corbett. 
However, events were to prove otherwise.

The dead tigress slipped down a slope 
until coming to rest on a sapling above 
a ravine. After a few minutes, she fell 
and Corbett fired at her body as she 
did so, out of pure exhilaration. It 
seemed not to matter at the time, 
but it left him short of ammuni-
tion he would later need.

Walking to retrieve the 
fallen beast, Corbett was 
alerted to a presence, 
slowly scaling a bank 400 
yards distant, clearly 
lame, clearly hit, but 
still moving. His 
shot missed and 
his rifle was 
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The Talla Des man-eater resurfaces

While slightly faded, the 80-year-old skin of the 
Talla Des man-eater is still in good shape.

150 people lost their lives to 
this man-eating tigress. 

An undated photo 
of legendary hunter 

Jim Corbett. 

An undated photo of legendary 
hunter Jim Corbett with a decent 
sized man-eating tiger. 

empty. He could only watch as the tigress 
limped out of sight.

‘Madho Singh came tearing down the hill 
with a fresh supply of ammunition’ but it was 
too late. Corbett found cut hairs and a blood 
trail, ‘But as night was now closing in and 
there was not sufficient light…I decided to 
return to the village…’.

After two more days of arduous and 
dangerous tracking of the wounded tigress, 
Corbett found her approaching him, as he 
rested with his back to a tree. She lay down 
100 yards from Corbett’s seat, but he could 
not get a clear shot and had to stalk her 
again when she moved on.

He continued to stalk the wounded 
man-eater - a terrifying prospect for a man 
in robust good health, but Corbett was 
suffering from an abscess in his inner ear, 
one so severe that he felt light-headed, and 
his left eye was swollen so much he could 
not see through it.

Add to this pain, the heat, the altitude, and 
the fatigue of tracking in mountains for hours 
on end without food and you get some idea 
of how tough and determined Corbett must 
have been to continue his pursuit.

Overcome with vertigo, Corbett climbed 
into an oak tree to rest, and it was then 
his abscess ruptured, venting through his 
left ear and nose. Corbett resumed his 
hunt feeling physically more able and less 
hindered by the infection.

A good night’s sleep allowed him to 
recover further and the next day he got 
another shot at the tigress when she 
presented broadside at 60 yards. Corbett’s 
shot was true, but the bullet passed through 
the animal without striking anything vital 
and she sprang forward and disappeared.

In his pursuit of the fleeing tigress, 
Corbett almost launched himself over a cliff 
to certain death, saved only by grasping a 
sapling as he fell. After scrambling back 
to safety, he checked his ammunition 

- ‘satisfied it was 
one of a fresh 
lot I had recently 
got from Manton in 
Calcutta’ and with a clear 
blood trail to follow, set off again.

He found the tigress hiding, poised to 
spring at him, in waist-high bracken and 
managed to shoot before she launched her 
attack: ‘My first bullet raked her from end to 
end and the second bullet broke her neck.’

Corbett tells us that his first shot, fired 
on April 7, 1929, ‘bushed’ on the tiger’s 
shoulder joint, the second, fired as she fell 
over the cliff, missed, as did the third, taken 
at 400 yards as she crested the hill. On 
April 12, his fourth shot, at 60 yards, had 
‘gone clean through’ without hitting any vital 
organs and the fifth and sixth shots had 
been fatal.

So, the tigress was hit in the right 
shoulder, mid-body and then frontally, 
twice, in the neck: four bullet holes.

When we visited the owner to inspect 
the skin, which is somewhat faded but in 
better condition than one might expect of 
an 80-year-old relic that has spent part of 
its life in India, the bullet holes did indeed 
correspond with Corbett’s account of his 
shots. The tigress is relatively small but 
well mounted, in a fierce, snarling pose by 
Van Ingen.

The owner explained that his great 
grandfather was born in 1875, in India, and 
was a civil administrator. He had returned 
to England in 1921 but he and Corbett, 
childhood friends, had remained in touch. 
It is likely that Corbett gave the skin to the 
owner’s great grandfather in the early 1940s.

Looking at the tigress, alone in an 
upstairs room dedicated to her repose, 
she is recognisable as the same beast 
photographed back in May 1929. There is a 
close-up photograph of her with the grand-
child of her last victim. The clear ‘Y’ shaped 

stripes either side of her 
head are unmistakable.
We reunited the Rigby 

.275 with the tigress for some 
photographs to record the occa-

sion. They had last met on that fateful day, 
April 12, 1929, when her life was ended 
and the villagers of Talla Kote relieved of 
their terror.

Only one other skin of a Corbett tiger 
is known to still exist. That was from the 
Thak man-eater, which was given to the 
late Henry Walck of Oxford University 
Press in New York after Corbett’s death.

I uncovered in a provincial auction in 
2021 some lost letters from Jim Corbett 
to his friend Sir William Ibbotson. Among 
them were some photographs from several 
of his adventures, including images of the 
Talla Des tigress and her cubs.

Linking those old photographs and 
re-reading Corbett’s incredible story of his 
hunt for the tigress and now contemplating 
her faded skin on the floor of a Home 
Counties bedroom somehow condensed the 
last century into a few places and objects. 
How our world has changed.

To learn more about John Rigby & Co., 
visit: johnrigbyandco.com   .



Australian Shooter   29 



I t was the New Year’s Day shoot and 
I struggled to hear, “Chas Harding, 
Squad 7” announced over the speaker.                                                                                                                      

There’s a fair crowd and I sit on the 
bench ready to enjoy the day. Two teen-
agers drift over and sit down. “G’day fellas. 
All good?” I say, in greeting. “No worries,” 
one says, other bloke nods. There’s silence 
for a while, then one says, “The old man 
said you’ve done a bit of shooting and 
hunting and don’t mind a chat”. “Yeah 
we’re in Squad 8. Got any good stories?” 
the other bloke offers. I ponder and reply, 
“I’m fairly deaf but you ask the questions 
and I’ll see how I go.” Hesitation, then 
one says, “Righto, how did you get into 
shooting?” I smile, as the mind goes back 
65 years to the five-year-old throwing 
stones at pinecones floating in the water. 
I still reckon that was the start of it all.                                                                                                           
I tell them this then move onto the air 
rifles with my brother at age nine and 
our 22s and shot guns at 12. The fact that 
Dad let us roam at will on the farms we 
had permission to shoot on, at that age, 
astounded them. But, we’d had responsi-
bility and safety drummed into us since 
the arrival of the air rifles, hunted and shot 
with Dad most of the time and knew any 

Chas Harding  

transgression from the strict rules would 
end in tears and confiscation.  

“Do you still shoot with your 
family?” one asks. “Yes, my sons 
and my brother’s grandson now also 
come with us. We’ve been going to 
the same property for 48 years.”                                                                                                    
I tell them I’m a firm believer in family and 
tradition and the bonding that can go with 
shooting and hunting. 

We watch as one of the good shots misses 
a hard right-hand bird. I feel a bit of a life’s 
lesson won’t go astray so I say, “You can’t 
hit them all.” I tell them about my many 
missed chances. The numerous 24/25s 
with the last bird missed as the ‘inner man’ 
rode my shoulder on that 25th shot. The 
rifle groups blown out with one errant shot. 
My poorest performance on the only buck 
chamois I’ve ever seen. “Misses happen,” I 
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This shooting life 

Firearm safety and 
responsibility was 
taught at an early age.

The trophy can simply be 
the country you are in.

The camaraderie 
of an outdoor fire 
starts early.
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said coming to the end. “Everyone does at 
some point. Enjoy what you are doing and 
imagine all the people who would love to 
be shooting but can’t, even if they missed 
everything.” Serious nods follow, as they 
realise what I’ve just implied. I throw in 
my standard, often repeated line of hope: 
“Don’t forget though, even Bradman got a 
duck.” They seem to like this one. 

Silence again. Knowing young blokes 
love to shoot, I say, “I shoot every day – 40 
rounds from my .22 rifle at metal silhouettes. 
It’s fun. I walk the dog, shoot, then walk 
back home. Great practice, great for the 
dog’s obedience and great exercise.” I note 
the mention of the dog gets their attention.  

Other bloke says, “How old is your 
dog and what’s it like to hunt with one?”                                         
Ah, one of my favourite topics and I launch 
into it. “She is 13 years old now and our 
hunting together has always been fantastic. 
I can close my eyes and relive those years; 
the long difficult downwind water retrieves 
on ducks; the ‘birdy’ action of her tail as 
she casts on the scent of quail; the fantastic 
‘finds’ of shot quail and pheasants buried in 
the tussocks and scrub; the multiple blind 
retrieves of game shot at night in knee-
deep crops and the scent tracking of a well-
hit deer through thick scrub.” 

I say, “Boys, make sure you get a 
gundog sometime in your life. The abso-
lute pleasure you will get from owning 
a pup, training him to obey commands, 
to retrieve and hunt and have always at 
your side as the most loyal and faithful 
companion is unbelievable.”

They sense my voice has gone throaty 
with emotion and a quiet period ensues. 
Squad 1 is finished and they walk past 
us. ‘Wild Harry’ notices me talking to the 
young blokes and says to them, “Don’t 
believe Chas - he’s full of it,” and roars 
with laughter. The boys laugh with him. 
Then one asks, “What do you like to hunt 
and what’s your best trophy?” “Well,” I 
say, “That’s a tough one. I always reckon 
the real trophy is just knowing you’ve 
been there and done it, regardless of 
the outcome, together with the country 
you’re in and the animals you see,” I said.                                                                                       
I describe the pristine snow-clad mountains 
of New Zealand; the vast red gibber plains 
of Outback South Australia; the Queensland 
channel country; the snow gum high 
country of Victoria; the lakes and rivers of 
Tasmania and the open tussocks of the Bass 
Strait Islands. All wonderful environments 
to roam around in, chasing game.                                                                                             

On the animal front I then tell of the 
excitement at the sight of a mob of ducks 
closing on the decoys jostling their posi-
tions, wings cupped, feet down and the 

This shooting life

noise of wind rushing through feathers. 
The sheer wonder of a big fallow stag 
jumped from his bed, his muscled haunches 
powering his escape, horns laid back, going 
for it. The adrenalin rush as a covey of 
quail burst from under your feet in tussock 
country, their eyes pinpoint sharp.                                                                                            

I tell them as far as ‘on the wall’ trophies 
are concerned, two stand out. The high 
gun sash won at a shotgun salute event for 
a great friend recently departed, together 
with my bull tahr skull from New Zealand’s 
high country. Being young and fit and 
feeling bullet proof, they loved the sound of 
the latter mountain adventure.                                                                                                                                  

The day’s progressing and I manage 
to just hear “Squad 5 to layout 1.” Other 
bloke then says, “I bet you’ve seen 
some nice guns in your time and some 
good shooting?” Knowing the boys were 

operating within their parents’ budgets, I 
thought another life lesson wouldn’t hurt. 
“Yes, I’ve seen some nice Brownings and 
Berettas at these clay events and where 
I run the dog for the pheasant shoots, 
I’ve looked at some absolute works of art 
from the best English gunmakers. But, 
one of the best shotgun shots I’ve ever 
seen had a very plain Miroku Sporter 
with no bead and a split fore-end yet he 
cleaned everyone up at our big sporting 
clay challenge. Beautiful guns are great 
but they won’t make you shoot any better. 
If the gun fits, you’re on target,” I said.                                                                                  
The boys looked down at their own guns 
and I saw that they liked this sentiment. 
“And as far as great feats of shooting,” 
I continue, “I’ve seen excellent high 
pheasant shooting, watched a bloke break 
125 skeet with a sub-gauge shotgun, 

From pup…

…to trained gun dog. The master and the 
‘fill in’ apprentice.
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witnessed unbelievable group shooting 
and long range rifle work, seen 80 straight 
at Pistol Metallic Silhouette, witnessed 
fantastic snap shooting of duck and quail 
and observed two, 350m, one-shot kills on 
stationary deer.

However, the greatest shooting I have 
ever witnessed, knowing the difficulty of 
it, was to watch Robert Drew of Tasmania 
shoot running deer in the head at night, 
consistently, cleanly, confidently and often.”                                 

While they pondered this, I looked around 
the ground and saw a couple of old fellows 
by themselves. I was pleased these teen-
agers had picked me out to come and chat 
about my shooting life and love of it. I knew 
I wouldn’t have time to tell them about all 
the other aspects that had totally captured 
my interest for so long. I could have talked 
about the food that nature provided and its 
cooking; the great gunsmithing by abso-
lute artisans of that trade; the vast array 
of shooting challenges and target types for 

This shooting life

A very hard-won mountain trophy.

rifle, shotgun and pistol; the lovely metallic 
sounds of the actions of guns working 
repeatedly and reliably; the heady smells of 
gun oil and solvents and fresh gun smoke 
as an empty cartridge clears the gun; the 
pure aesthetics of blued steel and walnut 
perfectly assembled; the wonderful pastime 
of reloading and all its nuances; the cama-
raderie of family and friends around an 
outdoor fire. 

I could have touched also on a couple of 
negatives: my dislike of the latest trend 
of the ‘black tactical, pistol grip’ look and 
the concept of extreme long-range game 
shooting. 

I was still talking and didn’t hear it prop-
erly when over the speaker comes “Squad 7 
to layout 1”.      

Other bloke says, “That’s you I think, 
Chas.” They’ve twigged I can’t hear very 
well. I stand up, put the earmuffs on and 
turn them on.                                                                                                      

I thank the young blokes for listening to 
me, shake hands and wish them good luck. 
On the way I crack a smile as I hear, “Gees 
that deaf old bloke can talk,” one says. “Yeah, 
if he can shoot as well as he chats, he should 
be a champion,” the other bloke offers. They 
both laugh. If only they knew the amplifying 
power of modern earmuffs, I thought! 

My first bird is an easy straight away. 
All good. The next is a hard righthander 
that surprises me a bit, the hand eye 
coordination is not there and I’ve lost it.                                                                          
Through these good earmuffs I hear in 
the background ‘Wild Harry’s’ excited 
yell, “Even Bradman got a duck.” I also 
hear two young blokes roar with laughter.                                                               
I’m still laughing myself when I call for my 
next bird. Ah. This shooting life!   .                                                                        

Chasing game in various 
environs can get exciting.
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Most shooters will have some 
interest in knowing the velocity 
at which their bullets are being 
sent off to the target. This 

enables an estimation of flight time to the 
target, which in turn gives an indication of 
likely bullet drop. This, of course, is critical 
for being able to hit the target in the right 
place, especially at longer ranges. Because 
gravity pulls bullets downwards as they 
leave the muzzle, we need to know by how 
much to set our sights over the line of the 
bore axis. 

Measuring a string of consecutive 
velocities has the further advantage of 
gauging the consistency of the ammuni-
tion. Variability in consecutive velocities 
will greatly influence grouping capability. 
Without knowing bullet velocities, we will 
understand less about why our groups 
might be larger than expected or away 
from where we’re aiming. Velocity is also 
a critical determinant in how much energy 
our bullets will carry to the target, since 
energy is proportional to the square of the 
bullet’s velocity.

The rise of digital electronics has given 
us several ways of measuring bullet speed 
during the past few decades, with the most 

recent (at least for domestic shooters) being 
the use of radar. The subject of this review 
is a very convenient portable device that 
accurately does this by emitting a 120-giga-
hertz beam of radio waves downrange, then 
analyses the echo coming back from the 
bullet’s base to determine velocity. This 
measurement is then transmitted, using 
Bluetooth technology, to a smart phone or 
tablet on which an app has been installed.

The unit has been developed and 
produced by a team of engineers in 
Germany and Czechia (formerly Czech 
Republic). It was in what is now Czechia 
that Austrian physicist Christian Doppler 
(1803-1853) first came up with the math-
ematics explaining how the wavelengths 
of signals change when bounced back 
from moving objects, some 150 years ago. 
When a beam of radio waves travelling at 
the speed of light is bounced back from 
a receding object, it returns at the same 
speed, but now with a longer wavelength 
(much like the ‘red shift’ of receding stars) 
and this change is what enables the speed 
of the bullet to be determined.

Weighing in at just 226g, the cylindrical 
aluminium case is 101mm long and 40mm 
in diameter. The supplied unit is black 

while a ‘sand’ coloured alternative is avail-
able. Supplied with the tracker is a conical 
shaped ‘Parabolic Adapter’ that slips on the 
front and helps focus a stronger signal back 
to the detector. This increases the overall 
length to 141mm and weight to 280g. The 
tracker needs to be located parallel to the 
barrel, no more than 150mm away, and no 
more than 600mm behind the muzzle. Some 
special requirements must be met when 
using muzzle brakes and firearms that emit 
large clouds of discharge gases, but this 
didn’t arise in my tests with handguns and 
rifles. I did find a certain amount of experi-
menting is required to find the best means 
of mounting it, but once done it works very 
well. Similarly, a bit of learning is necessary 
to come to grips with the app.

For rifle applications the tracker is most 
conveniently attached directly to the rifle 
using Picatinny style mounts where avail-
able. Being powered by an internal battery, 
there are no cables to cause issues and the 
beam is emitted in precisely the same direc-
tion as the bullet, even as the barrel lifts 
during firing. With handguns it was initially 
necessary to hold the handgun alongside 
the tracker mounted on a small tripod and 
missed shots occurred a few times.

Geoff Smith tests the Speedtracker 
Mach 4 Radar chronograph

The need for

The front end of 
the Speedtracker, 
with the parabolic 
adapter removed, 
showing the radar 

beam emitter.

speed
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Anybody who has used the older style of 
photo electric chronograph, which uses ‘sky 
screens’ will immediately appreciate the 
ease of use of this unit. There is no careful 
alignment needed in setting up, or subse-
quent accidental shooting of screens, as the 
unit operates entirely behind the muzzle. 
You simply turn the unit on, open the app, 
then press the button on the tablet or phone 
display to connect the two and you can 
start shooting and recording shots. The app 
enables the results to be stored and they 
can also be exported as ‘csv files’ where 
required. (CSV files are ‘comma separated 
value’ files such as are used in spreadsheets 
like Microsoft Excel.)

So, having unpacked and charged the unit 
via its mini-USB cable, it is then necessary 
to download the app. This is available at no 
cost for either Apple or Android devices 
from the relevant app stores. Once installed 

on the phone or tablet, having ensured 
blue tooth is enabled, the tracker is paired 
to the display unit. In my case, I used an 
iPhone and I had no problems installing 
and pairing the two devices. The tracker is 
turned on by pressing and holding the On/
Off button for one second. The indicator is 
red when starting and when connected it 
changes to green, with the display showing 
‘Connected’. When a shot is fired, the indi-
cator light changes momentarily to blue 
and the display then shows, and with my 
iPhone, audibly reads out, the recorded 
velocity. Each consecutive shot goes into 
the string, and the average and standard 
deviation is recorded, stored and displayed 
immediately. A few seconds is required 
between each shot.

Bullet velocities up to 1,200 metres 
per second (or 4,000fps) can be measured 
and stored in each string. The data from 

each string remain stored on the phone or 
tablet and can be exported for use in other 
programs. For each string, a profile can 
be generated in which the details of the 
firearm, barrel  length, calibre and load data 
are recorded. During set up you can request 
metric or imperial units. Once a profile 
has been generated, this can be saved and 
reused with further strings when using the 
same firearm and ammunition.   

On the overview of each string, every 
shot that is recorded will have a velocity, 
time and a coloured dot to the left of the 
shot number. These may be green, orange 
or red. Green means you will have more 
than 100 detections, while orange means 
between 50-100, and red will be less than 
50. One of the tests I performed used a 
CZ .22 rifle with Federal Premium Target 
ammunition. Of the eight shots that 
recorded, number eight was coded red, as 
it only made 13 measurements, while shot 
five was green and made 175 measure-
ments. If you then go to the ‘Statistics’ 
screen, you can read off the string velocities 
as minimum, maximum, average and stan-
dard deviation.

I downloaded and printed the 17-page 
pdf ‘Quick Reference Guide’ from the 
website (speedtracker.tech/services) and 
found this to be very useful in making 
sense of the app and how to use the device 
itself. For my tests, I firstly used the little 
tripod that was included in the material 
sent for review, and while this was useful, 

The need for speed

The string of 10 
fired from the 
CZ with Power 
Point ammo – 
shots 2, 4 and 9 
coded red, most 
coded amber 
and shot 6 coded 
green, meaning 
120 readings 
were recorded 
internally in the 
radar unit.

Shot 6 from 
string 14, 
the graph of 
measurements 
as the bullet left 
the muzzle.

The statistics screen from the 40 
rounds fired from the .357 revolver 
– the test revealed way too much 
variation.

The unit clamped to the 
barrel of the .222.
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I’m certain that muzzle lift led to several 
missed readings both from handguns and 
from larger rifles. I also attempted unsuc-
cessfully to clock speeds from an air pistol. 
The best results were obtained by attaching 
a small Picatinny-style clamp to the barrel 
of several rifles some distance back from 
the muzzle. This gave immediate success 
on virtually every shot. I used a CZ 452 .22 
rifle and a Sako Vixen L461 .222 rifle with a 
variety of different loads.

After this I decided to mount the tracker 
using the same clamp under the 300mm 
barrel of my Taurus Model 66 .357 magnum 
revolver and see how many shots recorded 
during a 40-shot silhouette match. The 
extra weight meant it was somewhat 
clumsy holding the gun in a two-handed, 
offhand grip, but the experiment worked. 
Every shot registered and as a bonus I 
confirmed a previous suspicion about the 
propellant I had been using. You get to 

The need for speed

know when the velocity of shots vary, and 
so when a shot that feels soft is fired and 
the impact is unreasonably low or vice 
versa, you begin to think something is 
wrong. My test confirmed that a load of 
five grains of APS 450, which should have 
produced a velocity near 1000fps with 
Tigershark 158gr HP bullets, averaged 
892fps, with a standard deviation of 45fps. 
The individual velocities varied from 968fps 
right down to 755fps, which explains a lot! 
This would account for about 13 inches 
of variation in the vertical plane at the 
100m mark. Why this lot of powder should 
perform so poorly compared with earlier 
batches, I have no idea.

The Speedtracker Mach 4 chronograph 
is a very well-designed, convenient and 
easy-to-use device, requiring only a smart 
phone or tablet on which to record the data 
and for long-range rifle shooters it will be 
of particular use in setting up the rifles and 
developing loads. 

The review unit was loaned by 
Speedtracker Australia whose website 
(speedtracker.com.au) gives a lot more 
information. The retail price for the 
tracker and the parabolic focusing attach-
ment is $1695, at the time of writing. 
For more information, please contact the 
suppliers directly.    .

*image taken by remote means

REAPER RAIL PICATINNY
WITH TRIPOD KITS

MODELS | EU-KJ85003K | EU-KJ85004K 

For those wanting the benefits of a ballhead without all 
the drawbacks, the Reaper Rail offers both vertical and 
horizontal travel along with cant adjustment. Available 
with Picatinny or Arca Swiss mounting options, Reaper 
Rails donʼt sacrifice an ounce of stability and maintain 
KJIʼs signature heavy-duty construction designed to tackle 
any type of environment.

www.kjiprecision.com

DEALER ENQUIRIES
e: contact@huntthenight.com.au      w: huntthenight.com.au

ph: 1300 486 444     a: 2/27 Bate Close Pakenham Victoria 3810

Clamping the unit under the barrel of Geoff Smith’s CZ 452 gave immediate success – every 
shot recorded.
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Proudly distributed by
sporting.nioa.com.au

www.eleyhawkltd.com08
70

T H E  P E R F E C T  C H O I C E

The new ‘Eley Amber’ cartridges have been specif ically designed to complement female 
shooters  and mark a fundamental departure in cartridge design. Eley Hawk has created the 

perfect combination of speed, power  and performance ,  with superior low recoil  characteristics 
in a beautiful looking cartridge.

AMBER
Designed and used by World Champion Amber Hill
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T he choice of what to carry when 
in the field is dictated by a wide 
variety of considerations. Among 
these are the duration and purpose 

of the hunt, terrain and fitness plus safety. 
Naturally as with all hunting gear, personal 

preference and experience also factor in. 
While no-one wants to be caught wanting on 
a hunt, there is also little benefit in carrying 
gear which in all likelihood is simply along 
for the walk. My own experiences over the 
years have led me to develop a three-tiered 
hierarchy around not only what to tote, but 
also how to efficiently do so.

A few hours afoot 
My preference is to take what I consider 
to be the essentials on my hunting belt   
easily checked and within convenient reach. 
Whether on an ‘armed walk’ checking trail 
cams or property infrastructure, maning a 
hide, exploring new hunting grounds or on 
a targeted pest eradication or trophy hunt 
I carry what I deem necessary for the few 
hours I intend to be out and about. Other 
hunters may elect to use a small day pack.

I take eight rounds of ‘spare’ ammuni-
tion in bespoke leather cartridge holders. 
My bum pack holds another seven rounds 
in its internal ammo carrier as well. So, 
depending on what firearm I am using this 
means that I could elect to have between 

Gearing up for success
Derek Nugent

17 and 21 rounds available. Experience has 
shown me that this is more than enough 
for the hunting scenarios I would typically 
encounter over a few hours. 

Next, I have to have a good quality, 
sharp sheath knife - absolutely essential 
kit. Mine is a German-made Boker which 
I purchased 30 years ago and which has 
never let me down. Although originally of 
German origin, Boker now manufacture 
across the world under four brands – 
Boker Solingen (Germany), Boker Arbolito 
(Argentina), Boker Plus (Asia, US) and 
Boker Magnum (Taiwan). 

This listing is reflective of the relative 
quality and price point of each brand. I 
also carry a multi-tool, being mindful of 
the versatility inherent in their design. 
Mine has a small, built-in LED torch which 
is adequate for close-up illumination in 
lowlight situations.

My bum pack contains a comprehensive 
first-aid kit including the snake bandage. 
It is also able to accommodate car keys, 
a mobile phone or UHF handset, snacks 
and a head torch for use if unexpectedly 
still afield after dark. The head touch is a 
Tikka by Petzl and has both red and white 
light options, two brightness settings and a 
strobe function. 

It also means that hands remain free 
for safe navigation of any obstacles 

encountered. I carry an army issue canteen 
in a pouch, including the versatile metal 
‘cups canteen’. It not only helps to protect 
and insulate the plastic water bottle but 
allows me to brew up a hot drink/soup or 
easily replenish the container. 

The canteen pouch incorporates an addi-
tional pocket that provides secure storage 
for: a compass, folding knife with built-in 
magnesium flint for emergency fire starting 
and a small light-emitting diode (LED) 
torch, a lighter, hand sanitiser, salt (for 
leech removal), a disposable CPR mask, 
latex gloves, a whistle and my Lansky knife 
sharpener. These items are light weight, 
easily stowed and provide the ability to 
react to most situations. 

The last item of kit I routinely carry is 
a purpose designed belt axe. The most 
recent iteration is made by the Marbles Axe 
Company. It is only 32cm in length with a 
carbon steel head featuring a 16cm cutting 
edge and weighs 1.25kg. The company 
offers belt axes and traditional hatchets 
of varying design and size - mine is the 
smallest available. Their options include the 
enticing No. 9 Hunters Axe which features 
a versatile double bit blade. My under-
standing is that each cutting edge is ground 
to a different angle to satisfy a myriad of 
uses. The hatchet is a tool which comes 
into its own when breaking down a carcass 

The contents in a game meat recovery pack.
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Gearing up for success

the meat can be on ice as soon as possible 
and minimise the chance of any spoilage. 

The other two compartments are 
reserved for the game meat, either boned 
out or intact depending on the circum-
stances - particularly the length and ardu-
ousness of the homeward trek. At this point 
I would stress the importance of having 
sharp, fit for purpose butchering knives to 
hand. I use Victorinox knives and a nonde-
script ‘Colt’ branded skinner. It is a small 
knife whose ergonomics accommodate both 
thumb and forefinger to maximise efficiency 
and dexterity in the skinning process. I 
would never be without it. 

Everything carried is light weight, 
durable and eminently fit for purpose. 
Ideally though when hunting as part of 
a group, the load could be spread across 
several willing backs.

Parting observations
My goal when in the field is to have on hand 
all the gear necessary to ensure a safe and 
productive outcome; be that culling ferals, 
sourcing a trophy or harvesting game meat. 
The point is to be self-sufficient in terms 
of the equipment required to facilitate a 
successful hunt of a predetermined duration 
and purpose, with a margin for unforeseen 
instances factored in as well.

Indeed, it would be just as frustrating to 
be unable to recover a trophy for want of a 
hatchet or game meat for lack of portering 
options, as it is unsettling to be caught in 
the bush after dark without a torch or life-
threatening to be disorientated suffering 
from heat exhaustion for lack of adequate 
food and water. All very real yet avoidable 
scenarios, easily prevented with a little 
prior planning.

My choice of equipment is, as stated, a 
three-tiered hierarchy with each element   
hunting belt, day pack and meat bag   
working in concert to ensure that I have 
what I need readily to hand. On that point 
I freely admit that this is a reflection of 
my personal preferences, experiences and 
situation. I am sure that other hunters 
would carry a mix of gear pertaining to 
their own circumstances. 

Some would endorse my choices, 
but others be dismissive - fair enough. 
However, the incontestable fact is that 
being suitably equipped in the field is not 
just about what boots to wear or which 
firearm to carry. It also encompasses 
the ancillary gear required to adequately 
support a dedicated hunt. 

After all, we have to accept that prior 
planning prevents poor performance, 
enhances safety and augments our enjoy-
ment of the great outdoors.    .

or recovering a trophy. It also makes 
knocking up a bit of firewood an easy task. 

Out for the day
So, while my hunting belt is always the first 
thing buckled on in preparation for an outing, 
if I intend to make a full day of it, I also reach 
for my day pack. It makes perfect sense that 
if the intention is to go further in pursuit of 
game, that more provisions are required.

In this situation the contents of the day 
pack complement those of the hunting belt. 
My day pack is part of a Black Wolf Grand 
Teton 75 combination, sourced second-hand 
from Cash Converters. This sees a 75-litre 
backpack paired to a 20-litre day pack. It is 
versatile in that if required the day pack can 
be zipped onto the backpack and carried as a 
single unit as opposed to two separate ones. 

My day pack has two compartments, is 
light weight with well-padded straps and 
contributes little to no noise in the bush 
as the material does not scratch that much 
on foliage. It allows me to carry additional 
food, extra water, the obligatory roll of toilet 
paper and a raincoat. I favour stainless 
steel insulated flasks which not only help 
keep water cold but allow you to take a pre-
cooked hot meal – soup, pasta or rice based.

Bringing home the venison
Regardless of the planned duration of a 
hunt, if the purpose is to harvest some 
venison, which is frequently the case in my 
context, then there is a requirement for a 
meat bag with which to transport the game 
meat back to camp. 

This is where the Black Wolf 75 combo 
comes into its own. The main backpack 
serves as an efficient means of recovering 
venison regardless of whether it is paired 
with the day pack at the time or not. Its 
75-litre capacity is spread across three 
compartments and includes an integrated 
hi-viz rain hood for waterproofing the entire 
pack. This is also a handy safety feature, for 
once deployed you become conspicuous in a 
typical bush setting. 

As a specialised backpack the straps are 
well designed and heavily padded, including 
the substantial waist belt. This distributes 
weight evenly and makes porterage as easy 
and ache free as possible. 

I dedicate one compartment, which 
is kept scrupulously clean, to the tools 
required to field strip a carcass - a dispos-
able plastic ground sheet, meat bags, 
gloves, hand sanitiser, an assortment of 
butchering/skinning knives and a light-
weight hatchet. Having the additional 
axe and knives means that several of us 
– within the bounds of safe practice – can 
work on a carcass at once. This means that 
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F or a time I contemplated shoul-
dering my flat-shooting Sako 
A1 .222 Rem HB (heavy barrel) 
varmint rifle out on the plains 

of central-western NSW during the day, 
where the somewhat skittish rabbits were 
in numbers but kept their distance at often 
well beyond 100m. If I was to pursue them 
on foot in areas devoid of any natural rest 
such as a fallen log or tree and make head 
shots to retrieve the meat, I’d need a decent 
adjustable shooting rest which extended 
beyond the standard 6-8" to aim over low-
lying shrubs and steady my shots.

For that task I chose the Atac Pro 
Trigger Tripod which extends from 65cm 
at its lowest to a maximum height of about 

150cm and allows for quick adjustment 
and positioning. As a final thought, a 

lightweight tubular folding seat to provide 
even more stability was included and can 
easily be hitched to the backpack. Sure it’s 
extra gear but it’s a matter of what you’re 
used to carrying and besides, it’s worth 
the effort if it brings results, especially 
where game is scarce or skittish as in 
this case.

On previous trips rabbits were 
mostly shot standing at the vehicle 
with the aid of a door rest, as step-
ping outside sent them scurrying into 
nearby bushes. This time I’d be on foot 

with no vehicle noise to alert them from 
afar and, by using the sun and breeze to 

my advantage and scattered patches of 
cover to conceal my approach, I stood a 
chance of closing to within sniping range.

Why a heavy barrel?
Compared to a standard barrel a thicker 
or heavier one has less recoil and muzzle 
jump, vibrates less, takes longer to absorb 
friction heat from exiting bullets and can 
better tolerate metal stresses or flexing, 
all effectively enhancing accuracy. As the 
barrel takes longer to heat up it can there-
fore handle more rounds before it starts 
to affect the bullet’s spiralling trajectory 

Heavy going
Sam Garro outlines the benefits 

of an HB varmint rifle

The importance of sighting-in before hunting game.
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A couple of rabbits taken in late evening.

A boar felled on another trip with a well-placed 
shot from the Sako A1 .222 Rem HB. 
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and target accuracy. Hence why an experi-
enced shooter looking to properly sight-in 
a rifle or trialling different brands of factory 
ammunition or handloads with varying 
weight projectiles, will initially shoot two 
to three rounds to determine a grouping, 
then wait for the barrel to cool sufficiently 
before repeating the process to determine 
the most suitable ammo.

Apart from long-range or competition 
target shooting, a specialised area where 
the highest level of accuracy is vital, heavy 
barrel rifles are particularly useful in 
harvesting copious amounts of game such 
as rabbits and foxes, as well as other inva-
sive game or pests where the firearms are 
in constant use. In such scenarios, provided 
factory ammo or mild handloads are used 
and the firearm is properly maintained, a 
heavy barrel should also outperform or 
have greater life expectancy compared to a 
regular diameter barrel.

Improving accuracy
A heavy barrel rifle, or any rifle bought 
off the shelf for that matter, will need 
quality matching bases and rings, a 

3-9x40 or similar powered variable scope 
and matching ammo that’ll give the best 
grouping. When I bought the Sako A1 .222 
Rem HB rifle, my initial sighting-in session 
using various factory ammunition printed 
reasonably on paper, some better than 
others at 100m.

Yet the accuracy and consistency I strived 
for still wasn’t quite there. This improved 
once the action was bedded and barrel 
floated and matched with handloaded ammo 
using Hornady V-MAX BT 40gr projectiles 
in front of 22.1gr of AR2207 for sizzling 
velocity around 3500fps and flat trajectory, 
an inch high at 100m and smack on at 200m.

Weight consideration
Hunters generally tend to avoid heavy 
barrel rifles, particularly if it involves trek-
king long distances or traversing hilly 
terrain. A standard or light barrel rifle 
with a centre balance just forward of the 
action, compared to a heavy barrel with a 
weightier top end provides for quick and 
easy handling, so while a light barrel has its 
advantages, like everything else it’s relative 
to the individual and its intended use.

Shouldering a bit of extra weight has 
never been an issue for me, as most of my 
outings involve taking added gear like a 
backpack for provisions, water bottle, digital 
camera and binos. These days, backpacks 
incorporating a rifle sling make carrying 
gear easier and better distributes the 
weight across your shoulders, while a small 
folding chair can also be hinged to it.

Calibre versatility
Often when rabbiting on outback stations 
other game like hares, feral cats, foxes, 
goats and pigs have been unexpectedly 
encountered. In each case, the 222 Rem 
with proper shot placement proved effec-
tive, though a heavier bullet of 50gr or 
more is recommended for the latter two.

Field success
Prepared for those wary rabbits I set out at 
first light with a backpack carrying a water 
bottle and snack bars, a couple of game 
bags and a box of handloaded Hornady 
40gr V-Max bullets. The Sako .222 Rem 
was mounted with a Swarovski Z3 4-12x50 
scope shouldered on my right and a tripod.

The red-orange glow in the eastern 
sky, inviting landscape and calming sense 
that came with it was exhilarating on its 
own as I walked quietly across the flat 
saltbush country. It wasn’t long before 
those familiar pale forms were spotted on 
the edge of shrubs as they sat passively 
sunning themselves, though any clear 
visual approach within 100m sent them 
darting for cover or into their burrows. As 
the sun rose they appeared in numbers in 
the open yet still as skittish as ever.



Paddock where rabbits appeared in numbers.

Alex uses the tripod to steady 
his shot on a distant rabbit.

The tripod proved invalu-
able as its quick adjustable 
height enabled me to take 
steady shots above some of 
the lower-lying scrub while 

remaining partly concealed behind 
taller bushes. I tried head shots for proper 

meat recovery which for the most part 
worked, though some unintentional shots 
hit a little low, completely destroying the 
upper half. The velocity of a 40gr projectile 
travelling at 3500fps just shatters those 
light-boned critters.

Target shooting on the range at set 
gaps is one thing but in open country 
scattered with brush, distances can 
be deceptive and game further away 
than anticipated. A rangefinder or 
scope with built-in estimator can 
make a difference for pin-point 
accurcay, though maybe it was also 
my unsteadiness at times when 
too eager or excited to send a 
shot away. On the other hand 
if you’re just out to cull their 
numbers, a hit to the body has 
the desired effect.

Late evening shooting
In late afternoon as the 
temperature cooled, 
rabbits started to emerge 
from their burrows. 
Some sat for a while on 

top of their mounds before hopping out a 
short distance to nibble on the green pick, 
while others in the distance sprinted across 
clearances to the safety of another bush. 
With so much game on offer and strong 
glare from the dropping sun in my favour, it 
was just a matter of remaining behind cover 
and picking them off.

Often at 100m or more, one or two 
rabbits would drop with those nearby 
looking confused, not knowing where the 
shot had come from. By now I’d bagged 
several as I made my way across the plain 
to meet the others before the light faded. 
My mates hadn’t done too badly either, 
taking a few near the car. Driving back to 
camp in quickly fading light, rabbits were 
literally everywhere, darting from bushes 
and in front of the vehicle with more visible 
in our headlights.

The plan was to return the following 
evening and take enough to fill our freezers 
but Mother Nature had others ideas. By 
mid-afternoon the rain came pouring 
down for a good hour or more, completely 
drenching the ground and putting an end 
to any outing that night. We considered 
chancing it in our 4x4s but decided it wasn’t 
worth the risk. And just as well we stayed 
put as the following morning the ground 
was sodden, forcing us to gingerly pick 
our way along the grassy sides of the main 
track to reach the main road.    .

Heavy going
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Aussie Outback
Supplies

C hances are if you own a swag 
or sleeping bag from Aussie 
Outback Supplies you’ll never 
look anywhere else for your 

camping and outdoor products. In fact, it’s 
not unusual for one of the original swags 
or bags made when the company launched 
32 years ago to still be in use today. The 
Western Australian family business prides 
itself on being the best at what they do, 
all for the benefit of customers who know 
their purchase comes from a company 
committed to top quality and Aussie-based 
manufacturing.

Aussie Outback Supplies was founded 
by the dynamic husband and wife team of 
Darren and Adrienne Spencer, after they 
identified a gap in the Australian market for 
locally-made swags. At the time, Darren 
was involved in the family wholesale busi-
ness distributing knives and outdoor prod-
ucts with his father Keith Spencer, who was 

known for his hugely popular Australian 
Shooter column Edgemaster. During his 
work in this role distributing knife-ware and 
Tasco products, conversations with retailers 
planted the seed from which Darren’s new 
venture was born.

Adrienne and Darren decided to take a 
chance and invested in a sewing machine, 
learned how to sew and began manufac-
turing. “Predominantly swags, bags and 
gun bags were our core business, then 
after about five years we gave up our jobs 
and expanded the project into a full-time 
manufacturing career,” said Darren. “It was 
myself, my wife and three-year-old Brayden 
at the time and our family business became 
the start of a big adventure.”

The Spencers have always lived an 
active, outdoor lifestyle and enjoy camping, 
marine pursuits and hunting and over the 
years have regularly gone on a variety of 
adventures. It would be during these trips 

they’d find they needed something to assist 
them on their travels and inevitably would 
end up making it themselves.

“Most of our product ideas, apart from 
the initial swags we made, have been 
inspired by our own interests,” added 
Darren. “We both grew up in the country 
and would go away sometimes for weeks 
at a time, living on boats or on the road 
and would design things to suit what we 
needed. Then I’d be showing people photos 
from our times away and they’d be asking: 
‘How come we can’t buy that product’.”

Those ideas have also expanded over 
time when enquiries for items such as 
metal detecting bags and archery bow bags 
would come in, or external outfits including 
the WA fire and emergency services would 
make contact to request a specific item, 
such as a waterproof map bag for employees 
in the field.

From humble beginnings as a part-time 
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venture the company has enjoyed steady 
growth, transforming itself from a novice 
in the industry to a trusted source for 
both casual outdoors people and seasoned 
campers. Throughout this evolution, 
Aussie Outback Supplies has remained 
unwavering in its commitment to producing 
high-quality, reliable products. Each one is 
meticulously designed and manufactured 
using leading-edge technology including 

Computer-Aided Modelling (CAD) and CNC 
cutting machines, ensuring exacting stan-
dards are met.

In recent years Darren and Adrienne’s 
children Brayden and Therese have also 
joined the family business, bringing with 
them new skill-sets and enthusiasm to 
explore technological advances, website 
development and social media exposure. 
Darren had hoped that by bringing his chil-
dren on board he might generate some free 
time for travel though this hasn’t been the 
case. “We work incredibly well together and 
instead of consolidating and giving me some 
time for adventures, Brayden became way 
too motivated and created more work for 
us,” he said.

AOS now has more than 200 high 
quality, reliable products in their range 
for the fishing, hunting, camping, mining, 
agricultural, 4WD and industrial catego-
ries. Among these products and brands 
is SICUT - (Spencer Innovated CUTlery) 
- originally designed by Darren and dad 
Keith. Established in 1994 and now trading 
in the third generation of the Spencer 
family, SICUT was created with the aim of 
supplying stain-free, high-carbon bladeware 
at affordable prices with an emphasis on 
function. Spencer prototypes are exten-
sively field-tested before becoming SICUT 
production models and SICUT has since 
expanded to feature more than 100 products 
which they supply to a variety of different 
markets.

Another notable mention goes to the 
Ezesharp Blade Sharpener, designed in 
Western Australia and established in the 
1980s for honing mulesing shears and 
commercial meat industry blades. Aussie 
Outback Supplies have distributed this 
product for more than 25 years and went 
on to buy the company in 2018. “We’ve 
been innovating the Ezesharp Blade 
Sharpener ever since, to offer the best 
value-for-money sharpening solution for 

everyone from commercial to recreational 
users,” said Darren. “The Ezesharp Blade 
Sharpener really is the most versatile knife-
sharpening system on the market.”

AOS are also authorised importers and 
distributors of a number of major brands 
including Ka-Bar, Dexter USA, Old Timer, 
Kershaw, Lansky and Nextorch. Brayden 
said maintaining Australian-made products 
and materials where possible was a core 
focus for the business into the future. 
“We’ve gone full circle in recent years 
through good and tight times, the pandemic 
and particularly when it has been hard to 
source materials for manufacturing,” he 
said. “But we’re continuing to develop new 
products and looking to expand our work-
force to increase manufacturing capacity.”

Aussie Outback Supplies take great pride 
in offering everything you might need on 
that next trip outdoors, whether you’re 
travelling on land or water. Visit their 
website at www.aussieoutbacksupplies.com 
for more information.      .

Aussie Outback Supplies

AOS has been a family affair since the 
outset with Brayden lending a hand 
from a young age. Aussie Outback Supplies started with husband and wife Darren 

and Adrienne learning to sew and make swags as a part-time 
venture. As the business grew, Darren and Adrienne expanded 
their equipment and premises.

Aussie Outback Supplies range of AOS camping 
gear is second to none on quality and is known 
for being long lasting.

...we would 
design products 
that would 
suit what we 
needed.
I’d be showing 
folks photos 
from our time 
away and 
they would 
be asking 
how come we 
can’t buy that 
product?



Starting from $349
Cheapest Australian Made Swag
Available in: SGL, KS, DBL

$229
KB1217

$95
KB4062PK

Starting from $119
Features:
•Made from 14oz heavy duty 14 oz rip top canvas
•All canvas breathable, water and rot proofed
•HD 38mm webbing carry straps
•HD #10 spiral zip with lockable slider
•14mm Thick foam padded soft touch inner lining
Sizing Guide: 44” x 10”, 48” x 10”,  
52 “ x 12”, 52” x 8”

P: (08) 9274 1997
E: info@aussieoutbacksupplies.com

www.aussieoutbacksupplies.com
               @aussieoutbacksupplies

AOS TRADITIONAL SWAG

USA MADE USMC 
W/ Leather Sheath

Folding knife 
AUS8A Pink

AOS STD RIFLE BAG

DEALERS WANTED AUSTRALIA WIDE! WEBSITE WHOLESALE ORDER PORTAL LIVE NOW.

$263.25
1,300LM / 420M
T7HUNTINGSETV2

Rechargeable Hunting Set Long 
Range Torch

$342.50
1,200LM / 1,100M
T7MAXHUNTINGSET Rifle and scope not included

$115
PS31001

$62.50
RH0126SK

$219
RHGRKPBU

$219
RP11003

$185
RH5289

$89
SC1PS8WG+S

$110.25
LSLKC03

$125
SCKPBUW

$69
YU8OT 

$67.50
YU152OT

$72
YU96OT

$99.37
ELD10F

$145
SCKPAPBK

$295
BS1000

Rechargeable Hunting Set Extra Long 
Range Torch

USA MADE DLX 
Arkansas Honing Kit

Green River Carbon 
Skinner

Green River Knife 
Pack

Survival Spear 44” 
Dbl Edge

Traditional Butchers 
Cleaver 2Lbs Weight 

Pig Sticking knife Glow 
HNDL Dbl Edge

Sharpening Kit 
3 Stones

Sicut Butchers 
Knife Pack

3 Blade Stockman

Sharp Finger W/
Leather Sheath

2 Blade Trapper 

Diamond Steel Fine 
Cut

All Purpose 
Knife Pack

Blade Sharpener 
W/ Flip Over

Over 1400+ Products 
Stocked In Australia

Scan to see our catalogue

Starting from $189
Features:
•Made from 14oz heavy duty 14 oz rip top canvas
•Second layer of 16oz ripstop canvas around base
•All canvas breathable, water and rot proofed
•HD 50mm webbing carry straps
•HD #10 spiral zip with dual lockable sliders
•1” Thick foam padded soft touch inner lining
•Full length zipped pocket along front of bag
Sizing Guide: 40” x 10”, 44” x 10”, 46” x 12”, 48” x 10”, 52” x 
8”, 52” x 12”, 52” x 14”, 56” x 14”, 63” x 14”

AOS DLX RIFLE BAG

AUSSIE OUTBACK SUPPLIES
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L ast year I had the greatest of 
pleasure reviewing the Victory 
RT-25 Sporter from Turkey - a 
gun that impressed me beyond my 

expectations. This year I am pleased to 
say the Trap version of the Victory RT-25 
is on the bench for review and outwardly 
I am very impressed with the workman-
ship of these latest offerings from Turkey 
manufacturers, who appear to be going 
from strength to strength with their high-
end shotgun production. I was extremely 
fortunate to have several trap models to 
evaluate - the basics with silver and black 
receivers plus a high-end engraved item, 
the Deluxe. As mentioned, these guns are 
made faultlessly with sound engineering 
and premium materials, with the woodwork 
being exceptional for the price of the gun. 
But looks and elegance are not all that are 
desired in a trap gun; for high-end competi-
tion, they must be able to perform and from 
my evaluation of all three Trap guns there is 
certainly no question about that! Let’s have 
a closer look on what is on offer.

The barrels
These were faultlessly completed in a hard-
finished black chrome, far more resilient 
than traditional bluing to scratching and 
adverse weather conditions. At 76cm or 30" 
on the old scale with the basic black model 
that I enjoyed using so much and fitted with 
interchangeable choke tubes and a parallel 

Victory Trap gun
John McDougall

stepped rib the barrel set were designed 
for success! Fitted with a fluoro front sight 
and a white mid-rib beaded sight, the RT-25 
Trap mounted perfectly once the comb 
piece had been correctly adjusted. Looking 
straight down the barrels and a little high, 
the Standard Black version was a dream to 
shoot as almost every target I shot at was 
turned to dust. 

At the chamber end the gun was suited to 
70mm/2 ¾" and was dedicated to trap with 
a non-selective trigger to always fire the 
bottom barrel first. I was not perturbed by 
the gun being dedicated for Trap, as this is 
really what is desired by high-end compe-
tition shooters – a gun solely dedicated 
to their sport, whether it be trap, trench, 
skeet or sporting. The barrels weighed in 
at 1.61kg and swung beautifully, making 
shooting the Victory RT-25 a rare delight. 
The stepped rib was perfect; in fact, all 
aspects of the barrel design, even down to 
the reduced perceived recoil, made the gun 
a treat to shoot. As one who hasn’t shot 
Trap for many years, as my targets turned 
to puffs of soot, it certainly bestowed a 
great deal of confidence, not only in the 
set-up of the gun but additionally its inner 
barrel design and chokes. 

The receiver
Design of the receiver was identical for 
each of the three models reviewed, except 
for the Deluxe which came with ornate 

engraving and a fully fitted-out, all-leather 
carrying case. An excellent feature of these 
was the provision of a drop-out trigger 
mechanism should the trigger ever give a 
problem with a broken spring or firing pin, 
especially during competition. The spare 
set can be easily fitted to the receiver once 
the faulty part is removed by moving the 
safety catch forward to release the catch 
to the rear of the trigger set frame. The 
booklet supplied with the gun gave excel-
lent instructions to accomplish this with 
minimal effort. Trigger releases on the 
RT-25 Trap guns were quite standard and 
very even at 1.3kg each barrel. A little light 
but very fast and positive, too, for attacking 
the target and getting onto it as soon as 
possible. These guns were all very well 
prepared and functioned to the highest stan-
dard that could be expected of them.

The triggerguard, being integral with 
the trigger set, was very generous and 
suited those who might choose to wear 
thin leather gloves. All tools required were 
supplied with the gun, along with spare 
firing pins and springs.

The stock and fore-end
Walnut in the stock and fore-end of each 
of the three Victory RT-25 Trap guns 
was exceptional and well above the 
quality found in other manufacturers’ 
offerings of equivalent price. I especially 
liked the grain and character of the black 

Performance and 
elegance combined
with the

The RT-25 Trap gun is also available in a 
deluxe model with a fully engraved receiver 

in silver, quality walnut stock wood and a 
fully appointed leather case.
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Designed and built for precision shooting, the Venus SB in .22LR 
gives little noise, no recoil, zeroed reloading time, and maximum 
precision. Available in 2 colour options, Orobic Blue and Hard 
Black Anodised.  Time to bring something different to precision 
shooting, the Venus Small Bore, beauty, essence and accuracy.

Good things certainly do come in small packages.

Features:
• 26” 1/16 Twist Lothar Walther 
  hammer-forged barrel in special steel
  M18 x 1mm muzzle thread
• Total weight - 5.4kg
• Overall Length - 1127mm (44.37”)
• Adjustable Buttstock with an Anshutz
  type rail on the underside

• Single feed 10 round polymer magazine
• M-LOK system and QD attachments with
  an integrated Anshutz type rail in the
  middle and an integrated Arca rail that
  runs the entire length of the forend
• Single-stage adjustable trigger with two 
  position safety

B I G  V I C T O R I E S  W I T H  S M A L L  B O R E S

SMALL BORE .22LR

V E N U S

S T A R T  Y O U R
V I C T O R I E S  H E R E

$ 6 , 0 6 9  R R P
S t a r t s  f r o m

Proudly distributed by



Performance and elegance combined with the Victory Trap gun

A photo of the standard model Victory RT-25 in silver, 
the other option to the black chromed receiver.

standard model, which was quite unique. 
The colouring of the walnut was a little 
blanched but it matched up well with the 
black barrels and action. 

All three Trap guns came with an adjust-
able comb piece for that little extra ability 
to fine tune the stock, and thereby the 
gun, to be as perfect a fit as possible. All 
tools were provided with the gun for this, 
too, and I must admit while shooting the 
black standard model, it fitted like a glove, 
as target after target was demolished. 
The other two guns were owned by other 
shooters so not wanting to alter the adjust-
able comb settings, the guns were fired 
as borrowed with devastating results on 
targets that I hit! In fact, I was more than 
impressed with both the patterns and 
perceived recoil of all three Victory RT-25 
models, including the Sporter reviewed 
last year.

Although set up as a dedicated trap gun, 
I was impressed with the provision of a 
comfortable and significant recoil pad – not 
that 28-gram loads are hard hitting on the 
shoulder unless you are shooting hundreds 
of cartridges in a shoot-off or a large 
‘program’ at a gun club with the potential 
to fire-off more than 250 cartridges. With 
the RT-25 Trap gun also being restricted 
to 70mm/2 ¾" competition Trap loads, 
or shorter, recoil should never be a huge 
concern also due to the weight of the gun at 

4.28kg/9lb. 6oz - heavy enough to soak up 
recoil from the fastest of loads!

Over the Traps
In more than 40 years of testing shotguns, 
I can forthrightly say I have never experi-
enced such enjoyment as I had while testing 
the black chrome standard model Victory 
RT-25. Much to my delight and even to my 
surprise, target after target was destroyed, 
with some targets deliberately left until 
they almost disappeared beyond the hill – 
these were guesstimated to be broken at 
around 60 metres. Yes, I believe the gun 
exceeded my capabilities on the day, as I 
had not shot Trap targets for some time! 

I found the Victory RT-25 Trap guns to 
be exceptional and very well priced for 
what they had to offer. The standard model, 
in silver or black chrome, sells for around 
$7,500, while the engraved Deluxe model 
with its fully appointed, lockable leather 
case sells for $10,500. Both models are 
supported by a two-year warranty and 
supplied with all tools, a second trigger set 
and spare firing pins and springs. Value for 
money…I do not believe there is presently 
any better on the market with interchange-
able drop-out triggers and such potential for 
shooters to improve their skills.

Editor’s note: John reviewed the Victory 
R25 Sporting shotgun in the December 
2022 edition of Australian Shooter.   .

Specifications
Manufacturer: Kizilkaya, Victory, Turkey
Model: Victory RT-25 Trap version Standard 
and Deluxe
Australian distributor: Hunt’s Shooting 
Supplies, Cowra, NSW, 0428 453 425 or visit 
huntsshootingsupplies.com.au   
Overall length: 1210mm /47¾"
Barrel length: 760mm /30" 
Overall weight: 4.28kg /9lb. 6oz
Barrel weight: 1.61kg /3lb. 8oz
Bore size and diameter: Under 
0.726"/18.4mm, Over 0.727"/18.46mm, 
12-gauge and 70mm /2 ¾” chambered 
Forcing cones lengthened approximately 
20mm
Chokes: 51mm in length and fully internal 
Cylinder: 0.710", Imp. Cylinder: 0.705", 
Modified: 0.700", Imp. Modified: 0.695", Full: 
0.697"
Trigger pulls: Under-1.3kg/2lb 12oz., Over- 
1.3kg/2lb 12oz
Stock dimensions: Length of pull 380mm, 
15", Drop at comb: adjustable, Drop at heel: 
adjustable
Price: Standard model in either black chrome 
or silver, $7,500, in a canvas-covered vinyl 
hardcase with all accessories including a 
spare set of triggers. The Deluxe model 
with a silver receiver and striking engraving, 
provided with a full leather hardcase and all 
accessories is $10,500.
Warranty: 2 years

An overall photo of the Victory RT-25 Trap in its black chromed finish 
and startling walnut stock wood.

Provided with five 
chokes, pouch case 
and a spanner, the 
patterns produced by 
these were amazing, 
as target after target 
was evenly destroyed.

Aesthetically appealing hand engraving on the underside of the receiver of the Victory RT-25 Deluxe Trap gun.
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Chequering on the pistol 
grips and fore-ends were 
well covering to afford a 
firm and comfortable grip.
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1300 486 444

huntthenight.com.au

2/27 Bate Close Pakenham Victoria 3810

Day & Night optics 
in stock now 

the biggest brands available online or in-store
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T o truly assess a rifle’s accuracy, 
shooting with a front and rear rest 
of some description is paramount. 
Benchrest shooters, many of whom 

are fanatical about accuracy, use the best 
when it comes to shooting rests and such 
equipment can cost thousands of dollars but 
is well worth it when chasing tiny groups.

For the majority of shooters and hunters, 
front and rear shooting rests can encompass 
a wide variety of kit from bipods, bags filled 
with pliable material to purpose-built front 
shooting rests with a heavy base and adjust-
able yoke to hold the fore-end of the rifle, 
though such front rests still require a rear 
rest for best results when shooting over a 
bench.

Enter Ridgeline’s new Steady Shooting 
Rest, a one-piece affair which cradles the 
entire rifle front and back while being fully 
adjustable and made to absorb excessive 
recoil by using additional weight in the 
base. Ridgeline’s load-up system claims 
a reduction in recoil of up to 95 per cent 
when the maximum weight is added.

Ridgeline sent one of its Steady Shooting 
Rests to Australian Shooter for review and it 
arrived disassembled in a large carton with 

Rest easy

Ridgeline can help tighten those 
groups, says Con Kapralos

detailed description of the contents. The 
rest was easy to assemble and once done 
so measured 680mm long, 330mm wide, 
300mm high and weighed 6.2kg without any 
added extras.

The unit consists of a one-piece frame 
of circular steel to which the base weight 
tray, rubber feet, front adjustable rest and 
rear rest support are attached. Starting 
from the base, the rest has two solid 
non-marking rubber feet attached to the 
front of the weight tray, while the rear is 
supported by a single adjustable rubber foot 
attached directly to the frame tubing. The 
rear height is easily adjusted by raising or 
lowering the rubber foot. The substantial 
weight tray is made of steel and solidly 
attached to the circular frame with two 
steel bolts and once secured won’t move 
at all.

The weight tray is designed to be adjust-
able with a section which slides towards the 
rear of the rest with two tray lock screws 
on either side. The tray is made for use 
with barbell-style weights which are held in 
place neatly with the tray positioned fully 
forward. The tray has two rubber panels 
which also provide additional levels of 

grip when weights are added. Two barbell 
weights of up to 11kg each (36cm in diam-
eter by 6.5cm tall) can be easily accom-
modated and if more weight is required, the 
adjustable tray can be slid to the rear and 
a bag with up to 45kg of lead shot or sand 
added for maximum recoil reduction.

The front of the rifle is supported in 
a soft moulded rubber rest with height 
adjustment in the form of a vertical cam 
which consists of a steel shank to which 
a large star-shaped polymer wheel is 
threaded. The shank is positioned in the 
front of the steel frame tubing, guided 
by a recess which keeps the front rest at 
90-degrees to the gun rest proper.

To adjust the height of the front rest 
simply raise or lower the polymer wheel 
and, with correct height set, the rest can be 
locked into position by tightening the lock 
key on the frame tubing. I found it benefi-
cial to add a little lubricating grease to the 
threaded shank and guide groove which 
mates up with the steel recess guide.

The rear of the unit incorporates a 
moulded rest and recoil pad housed in a 
steel ‘shoe’ attached to the circular frame 
by two substantial bolts. The rear insert is 

This rest can be used for all manner of rimfire and centrefire rifles. 
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BALCATTA
U3/52 ERINDALE ROAD, BALCATTA 6021

OPEN MON - FRI 9AM - 5:30PM SAT 10AM - 3PM
BALCATTA@DOWNRANGE.COM.AU

MIDLAND
U2/212 GREAT EASTERN HWY, MIDLAND WA 6056
OPEN MON - FRI 9AM - 5:30PM SAT 10AM - 3PM

MIDLAND@DOWNRANGE.COM.AU

MIDLAND
NOW OPEN

U2/212 GREAT EASTERN HWY, MIDLAND WA 6056

08 6285 1000

NOW AT 2 LOCATION’S

WWW.DOWNRANGE.COM.AU

Rest easy

made of pliable rubber which the 
buttstock rests in with a moulded 
channel in the base to position 
the stock centrally. A soft recoil 
pad is fixed to the back of the 
rest to help further tame recoil 
and appears to be removable so I 
assume would be easily replaced 
if needed.

At the range
The Ridgeline Steady Shooting 
Rest was put through its paces 
shooting several Howa M1500 
rifles and checking their point 
of impact prior to being taken 
afield. The unit worked a treat 
but it should be noted that with 
the rubber feet, hard low-friction 
surfaces like concrete allow easier 
movement as opposed to carpet 
mats which made positioning 
the rest a bit tricky. Recoil of the 
test rifles didn’t warrant use of 
additional weights, though several 
colleagues did express interest in using the 
rest for their 9.3x62 and 375 H&H rifles 
with lead shot weight bags as a minimum.

One minor drawback is the inability 
to adjust those two front feet for height, 
though I’m sure Ridgeline could address 

this in any future version. What should also 
be said is shooters must properly place 
themselves in respect to position of the 
Steady Shooting Rest on the bench and a 
seating stool with adjustable height makes 
this easy. Away from the range this piece 
of kit makes for a superb rifle maintenance 

station, ideal for cleaning and carrying out 
tasks such as mounting scopes.

At time of writing the Ridgeline Steady 
Shooting Rest retails for $299.95 and can 
be had from the online store or through any 
Ridgeline retailer Australia-wide.   .

Shooting a custom Howa M1500 Stainless with 
McMillan stock in 6.5 Creedmoor. 
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F or close to 40 years, no single piece 
of publication and marketing mate-
rial leaving the Sporting Shooters’ 
Association of Australia has been 

output without the considered touch of our 
recently retired Art Director Mike Barr. He 
began with SSAA Inc in 1985 in sub-editing 
and production, before taking on the role of 
Art Director in the early 1990s. During that 
time Mike has overseen numerous techno-
logical changes, upgrades and expansions as 
the SSAA state and territory membership 
has grown from 50,000 to around 215,000 
today.

Thanks for 
everything, 
Mike Rachael Oxborrow 

speaks to an unsung 
SSAA legend

The Australian Shooters Journal, now 
Australian Shooter, was produced in a 
shared office space in 1985 with agricultural 
newspaper The Stock Journal and as the 
magazine grew, the team moved to progres-
sively larger accommodation over the 
years. The 1996 Port Arthur tragedy and 
subsequent changes to firearms legislation 
which followed was a significant moment in 
the Association’s history.

“The world changed for many people 
after that and the Association membership 
doubled from 50,000 to 100,000 in a very 
short time,” said Mike. “Every spare desk 

space was shared by volunteers processing 
new subscriptions and our membership 
office expanded significantly.”

Not long after this Tim Bannister was 
recruited as Managing Editor and later as 
Chief Executive Officer and, with his fore-
sight, came a period of significant publica-
tions growth and expansion of professional 
staffing. Well-known and popular titles 
such as Australian Hunter, Australian 
& New Zealand Handgun, SSAA’s 
Comprehensive Guide to Target Shooting 
and Hunting in Australia, Australian 
Junior Shooter, Australian Women’s 

Mike working on oil painting 
Franklin to Flinders
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AMPLUS 6

• 6x zoom for flexible use in several hunting situation
• 39 m field of view at 100 m
• Large exit pupil up to 12 mm
• High magnification range 3x - 18x
• New L-Ballistic reticle with hold over and windage marks for quick bullet 

drop correction. 2nd focal plane.
• Zero-stop ballistic turret
• Parallax adjustment down to 20 m
• 90 MOA elevation adjustment - 23 mrad total adjustment range

• +90% light transmission. AquaDura hydrophobic lens coating.
• Illuminated with 10 levels of adjustment. LED diode 0.9 mm at 100 m.
• Extremely rugged - all parts from high performance metal, waterproof and 

shock-resistant to 1500 Gs
• Huge 90 mm eye relief
• 30 mm tube
• Extremely compact length of scope: 30 cm/670 g (3-18x44 model)
• Ballistic Turret with Zero Stop Elevation on 3-18, 2.5-15 and 2.5-56 mm 

models (MOA models available on 50 and 56 mm scopes)

The Amplus 6 instils Leica’s proven DNA in a versatile riflescope with 6x zoom for everyday hunting.  Suits all 
hunting conditions and calibres from rabbits up to your largest big game.

RETICLE L-BALLISTIC MoA

SPECIAL OFFER

Terms and conditions apply. Special offer only valid through participating authorised Leica 
Camera Australia Sport Optics Dealers and only applies to new Leica Amplus 6 riflescopes 
listed (Leica Product Codes: 50100, 50211, 50310, 50312, 50410, 50412) that are sold 
prior to 31/12/2023 or until stock sells out - whichever comes first. 
Recommended Retail Price (RRP) is a recommendation only and Dealers are under no 
obligation to sell or have sold at that price previously. Images for illustrative purposes only.

Visit your local participating Leica Sport Optics Dealer

VIC Delta Tactical | Frank O’Reilly’s Sports | Gun Sport Trading | Gunco Sports Superstore | H & S Firearms | In Season Hunting and Fishing Warragul 

Mansfield Hunting and Fishing | Miall’s Gun Shop NSW Abela’s Gun Shop | Elk’s Hunting & Fishing | Horsley Park Gun Shop | Safari Firearms

Tamworth Firearms QLD Hall’s Firearms Townsville | Hall’s Firearms Rockhampton | The Barn Toowoomba WA Downrange Firearms  SA Scoped Out  

TAS Sports Hut  NT Fishing & Outdoor World

1-6 x 24 mm $1,790 SAVE $700 OFF RRP

3-18 x 44 mm $1,990 SAVE $700 OFF RRP

2.5-15 x 50 mm $2,290 SAVE $700 OFF RRP

2.5-15 x 56 mm $2,490 SAVE $700 OFF RRP

RETICLE L-4a
(50 and 56 mm models)
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Shooter, Field to Fork cookbooks and Great 
Australian Outdoors followed.

Mike was a key player in the develop-
ment and design of these publications, 
some of which have been recognised with 
international awards of excellence. “I’m 
proud to have been part of a team which 
produces such high-quality publications and 
who’ve received various accolades for their 
work,” he said.

In addition to working on the magazines 
themselves, Mike’s role has involved 
sourcing printers, packing and mail distri-
bution services. “Over the years we’ve 
forged good relationships with our current 
printers and distributors in Sydney,” he 
said. “It’s always an eye-opener for people 
when they see the scale of the printing 
operation required to get Australian 
Shooter out to members.”

In the early 1990s Mike created the 
magazine layout, advertising and page allo-
cation system which are still used today, 
though now in a more digital format. As 
he embarks on a well-earned retirement, 

Mike leaves a legacy of highly-respected 
and award-winning publications in his wake. 
“One of the fondest memories I’ll take from 
my time with the SSAA is the coopera-
tive spirit that’s been the hallmark of our 
Adelaide office,” he said. “There’s not much 
we haven’t been able to do, the elusive 
Great Australian Outdoors magazine being 
a case in point, deemed at one stage to be 
beyond us yet now one of our most popular 
and successful publications.”

Mike says he’ll step aside in the knowl-
edge the SSAA’s stable of magazines is in 
good hands. In retirement he’s now a full-
time professional artist and says there’s 
not much time for rest. He’s a winner of 
more than 80 awards including 20 first 
prizes, a columnist with esteemed UK 
publication The Artist and was invited to 
do demonstration paintings at the South 
Australia Art Gallery during the presti-
gious Clarice Beckett exhibition in 2021. 
While ever humble to a fault, demand for 
Mike’s work just continues to grow both in 
Australia and overseas.    .

Thanks for everything, Mike

Holiday at Semaphore

The Delivery

Franklin to Flinders

Mike’s oil-on-board painting of Waymouth Street 
in Adelaide during a rain shower won a UK art 
exhibition and later sold in the city of its setting.

Beach Shadows

Picnic Tree
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T he use of optics as a means of 
facilitating a higher degree of 
shooting accuracy has its roots 
centuries ago, but that technology 

didn’t really seem to fully take shape until 
about the mid 1800s and even then, it was 
decades before a real quality magnifying 
optic was developed and effectively married 
to a rifle. 

That long and arduous journey has now 
culminated into a diverse selection of top-
notch scopes for shooters from which to 
select. But while in most instances more 
choices are generally viewed as a good 
thing, in this case selecting just the right 
scope to meet your individual needs can 
become overwhelming. So, let’s dive into 
what characteristics would likely benefit 
you the most as a hunter. 

Magnification
One of the first decisions most scope 
buyers struggle with is what magnification 
is best. Whether you decide to purchase a 
fixed power model or a variable powered 
scope, selecting the proper magnification is 
an important consideration. 

A lower magnification scope will allow 
you to locate the target quicker and easier 
through its lens and you may notice less 
rifle movement through the scope. But 
those same low-powered scopes will 

What to look for in
Thomas Tabor

obviously make longer shots more diffi-
cult. And concurrently, a scope possessing 
too high of magnification can also become 
problematic when facing a close shot. Too 
much magnification at close range can 
make locating the target through the lens 
more challenging and precise shot place-
ment could be difficult due to the body of 
the animal taking up too much of the view 
through the scope. 

I will admit I am sometimes drawn to 
some of the new larger and more powerful 
scopes, but when choosing a hunting optic, 
too much of a good thing can become a real 
problem. Not only are the prices of these 
scopes usually hefty enough to cause you 
heart palpitations, their overall size and 
bulk simply makes them impractical for 
most hunting use. 

Variable vs. fixed power scopes
For most purposes, where a hunter could 
encounter a potential shot as close as 
possibly 50m or out as far as even 300 or 
400m, a variable magnification scope in the 
range of a 3-9x or even a 4-12x would make 
a great choice. In this case, a hunter would 
most likely keep the scope set on one of 
the lower magnifications in the event a 
quick, close shot should materialise, yet the 
power could be cranked up in an instant for 
a longer shot. 

When it comes to fixed powered scopes, 
for many decades the 4x has been the most 
popular model but I personally would prefer 
just a bit more magnification. If available 
my first choice would a 6x scope, but even 
an 8x model would be acceptable in most 
hunting situations. Even at 50m most 
animals will not be magnified enough to 
significantly affect the precise placement of 
a shot and that little bit more magnification 
surely will work to your advantage when a 
longer-range shot is called for.

Reticles
Today there are far too many reticle designs 
for them to be properly detailed here, but 
most hunters find the various cross-hair 
styles a great choice. With some of these 
designs the thickness of the reticles will 
be consistent throughout the scope while 
others, frequently referred to as a ‘duplex 
reticle’, will have reticles with varying 
thicknesses. In this latter case, the reticle 
is generally finer as it approaches the 
centre and heavier around the parameter. 
This style of cross-hairs is great for the 
hunter because it tends to naturally draw 
the shooter’s eye to the centre of the view 
while maintaining the peripheral vision 
around the edges.  

Some of the non-duplex/standard cross-
hair models possess cross-hairs that are 
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fine, but these are not usually the best 
choice for hunting because under certain 
light or background conditions the reticle 
could be difficult to see. And if the reticle 
is heavy or thick, it may result in obscuring 
too much of the target area.

In recent years many of these cross-hair 
designs have been expanded to include 
hash marks or dots in order for the shooter 
to compensate for the bullet’s trajectory. 
Sometimes these are referred to as BDC 
(Bullet Drop Compensation) reticles. I 
understand why some shooters may view 
this style of reticle favourably, but I person-
ally prefer uncluttered cross-hairs lacking 
these secondary markings. 

In this case, rather than having to rely on 
those markings to adjust for the bullet drop 
or the wind drift, I prefer to simply educate 
myself as to how the bullet performs 
under whatever conditions I will be facing. 
Knowing how much trajectory drop my 
bullet will have and how much influence 
the wind will have on its flight, then simply 
adjusting for those outside influences 
makes better sense to me. But that is just 
me personally. 

Because I shoot many different calibre 
rifles and ammunition, all possessing 
various bullet trajectories, I sometimes 
tape a chart to the buttstock of my rifle’s 
broke down 100 yard/metre increments just 
in case I need a reminder while in the field. 
You too might find this helpful, no matter 
what reticle you choose to use.

Illuminated reticles
A trend in recent years has been the birth 
of the illuminated reticle designs. I have a 
few of these scopes in my firearms inven-
tory, but I find little advantage with them. 
I even occasionally forget to turn them 
on, which by the way doesn’t adversely 
affect you seeing the reticle, and in some 
instances when I do remember to activate 
the illumination, I sometimes find the 
battery to be dead. 

However, I do recognise when ambient 
light is in short supply a lighted reticle 
could add a bit of needed contrast. But as 
someone who frequently has a tendency to 
lean towards simple designs, I don’t see a 
significant amount of advantage in this style 
of reticle. 

Quick field adjustable turrets
Long-range shooting has become popular 
in recent years and this trend seemingly 
has led to the birth of easily field adjust-
able reticle designs. Rather than having 
to physically adjust for the bullet’s trajec-
tory, these turret systems allow the 
shooter to simply turn the exposed dials to 
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A Golden Opportunity for Collectors
1964 was a golden year for innovation when the Ford Motor Company 
introduced the Ford Mustang. By the end of the decade the design had 
evolved into the legendary Ford Mustang Mach I. In celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of this awesome muscle car, the “Ford Mustang Mach I Legendary 
Gold Edition” has arrived in a new officially licensed tribute available only 
from The Bradford Exchange.

Every iconic detail of the Ford Mustang Mach I is captured in this spectacular 
1:12 scale commemorative replica. This 40.5cm long limited edition is 
hand-crafted and hand-painted in fine artist’s resin and is one of the largest 
collectable cars of its kind. The body is finished in glossy showroom-fresh 
golden tone and additional plated metal accents capture the gleam of 
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Limited toLimited to

worldwide!worldwide!

Trijicon makes some 
of the best shooting 
optics in the world, 
but, like so many other 
manufacturers, much 
of their work has been 
dedicated to large 
scopes best attuned to 
target and benchrest 
applications.

This Hawk Optics Nite-Eye scope comes with 
its parallax adjustment on the front bell. 

Leupold’s reticle dials are always crisp and 
firm in their movements, but the actual 
movements are not always as precise.  

Field adjustable 
reticle turrets like 
this one have 
become common 
on many scopes.

An extension to this scope’s 
magnification adjustments 
dial is a great feature, 
making a quick change of 
the setting easier. 

One of Thomas’s favourite hunting scopes has been in production for many years - the Leupold 
VX 3-9x40mm. This scope was a birthday present from his wife nearly 50 years ago and still 
functions perfectly.
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What to look for in a hunting scope

compensate for the range and/or wind drift. 
In some instances, these adjustments have 
been programmed and designed to even 
match the calibre of the rifle and ammuni-
tion being shot. 

I have a couple of problems with these 
designs. First, and possibly most impor-
tantly, is that reticles do not always move 
precisely as they are meant to. Over my 
many decades of shooting experience, it has 
convinced me that reticles seldom, if ever, 
move in consistent and precise manners. 
For that reason, I much prefer to set my 
reticles on the range prior to heading afield, 
then leave that setting unchanged while in 
the field. 

My second problem with some of these 
designs is that, unbeknown to the hunter, 
those settings could accidentally become 
changed while the rifle is being handled or 
carried. Some designs allow you to set a 
reference ‘zero’ point in order to always be 
able to adjust back to that point and some 
turret designs require the dial be lifted 
in order to free it up for a change in its 
settings. If you should decide to purchase 
one of these style optics, these are good 
features.

Parallax adjustment
Many scopes, particularly those with a 
magnification of about 10x or less, come 
with the parallax permanently set at the 
factory. In this case those scopes intended 
for use on centrefire rifles are frequently 
set to be parallax free at 100 yards or 100m. 
Higher magnification scopes most often 

come with a manual parallax adjustment. 
These dials are most commonly located 
either on the objective lens (front bell) of 
the scope or along the side of the scope 
tube. Even though there are usually range 
markings on these dials, I find it is easier to 
simply make my adjustment while viewing 
the target through the scope lens. In this 
case, once the target is brought into full 
clarity, you should be good to squeeze off 
the shot. However, making the adjustment 
in this manner, is considerably easier if the 
dial is located on the side of the scope as 
compared to those having the adjustment 
on the front bell.  

The way I see it
Without a doubt, great inroads have taken 
place in recent years throughout the field 
of shooting optics. But while many of these 
innovations have encouraged a higher 
degree of proficiency for hunters, others in 
my opinion have essentially only resulted in 
increasing the profits of the manufacturers. 

That being the case, the best single piece 
of advice for any hunter considering the 
purchase of a new riflescope is to make that 
selection carefully. In some cases that might 
mean to avoid some of the newest trends in 
favour of a product that has proved its own 
worth over many years of use. 

Riflescopes, if they are properly cared 
for, will generally last a lifetime. So, taking 
time to carefully consider how that scope 
will be used and how it will match your 
unique hunting conditions and needs is 
important..

This Weaver variable scope 
would work out well on the 
shooting range, but due to its 
size and magnification, it may 
not be the best model for many 
hunting applications. 

Red dot sights like this BSA model have become 
popular in some shooting venues, but this 
wouldn’t be Thomas’s first choice when it comes to 
most hunting situations. 

Thomas sometimes becomes so worried that 
the scope reticle settings might be accidentally 
changed while in the field. In this case he even 
resorted to taping them down. 
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AVAILABLE ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST
Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide

LIKE US

FIREARMS
ANSCHUTZ 1761 DHB CLASSIC 17HMR RIFLE............................. $2295.00
SAVAGE 110 ELITE PRECISION 338  
LAPUA 30” BBL,5 SHOT RIFLE ........................................................ $4550.00
SAVAGE 110 PRECISION 338 LAPUA 24” BBL,5 SHOT RIFLE ...... $3195.00

SYNTHETIC 243, 308 ......................................................................... $820.00
WALNUT 6.5CM .................................................................................. $870.00

ATA PRO12 12GA 30” U/O SPORTING SHOTGUN – $1695
3 x colour coded extended chokes, grade 2 turkish walnut  
timber, Adjustable comb, selective trigger, ejectors, cased                                                                           

BIG GAME 308,6.5CM ...................................................................... $2650.00
HOG HUNTER 308 ........................................................................... $2295.00
HOG HUNTER 3006 ......................................................................... $2450.00
PREDATOR 308 20” BBL .................................................................. $2275.00
PREDATOR 6.5CM 20” BBL ............................................................. $2275.00

RUGER PRECISION RIMFIRE RIFLE 22LR 18”BBL  
10 SHOT RIFLE FIXED STOCK .............................................................. $850
RUGER AMERICAN RIMEFIRE RIFLE 
SYNTHETIC BLUE 22MAGNUM ............................................................. $595
RUGER 77 HAWKEYE LONG RANGE TARGET 6.5CM 26” BBL 
10 SHOT RIFLE – 1 ONLY AT THIS PRICE .......................................... $2095

RELOADING KITS
LY-BSVK LYMAN BRASS SMITH VICTORY RELOADING KIT – ONLY $595
Includes – single stage press, powder measure, handbook
Pocket touch 1500 electronic scale, case prep multi tool, primer tray
Magnum bullet puller, e-eze powder funnel, case lube kit, Powder dribbler
R87472- RCBS PARTNER PRESS 2 RELOADING KIT – ONLY $450
Includes-partner press, 1500gn pocket digital scale, powder funnel
Universal reloading block, deburring tool, case neck brushes, primer tray
Accessory handle, speer manuel, primer pocket brushes, hex key set
R9367- RCBS ROCK CHUCKER RELOADING KIT – ONLY $635
Includes-rock chucker supreme press, universal loading block
Deburring tool,1500 pocket digital scale, hand prime tool
Hex key set, case lube kit, powder funnel, speer manuel

OTHER ITEMS
FA-CARP Frankford arsenal mpress coaxial reloading press ............. $470.00
TAES10X42 Tasco 10x42 roof prism binoculars ................................. $120.00
TATWC61850 Tasco world class 6-18x50 scope with mounts ............ $175.00
SIMSPH750 Simmons venture prohunter  
6x20 750 yard rangefinder................................................................... $195.00
SIMWTC41240 Simmons whitetail classic 4-12x40 truplex scope ...... $195.00
AL5500 Allen scale 550 pound .............................................................. $70.00

5 shot capacity, 5 chokes,  
3 year warranty and cased
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LEVER RELEASE SHOTGUNS

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA 
TACTICAL 20” ........................................................ $860.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA  
SYNTHETIC COMBO 20” and 28” barrels ....................................... $970.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA  
SYNTHETIC 20” or 28” barrel ............................... $760.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA 
WALNUT 20” or 28” barrel .................................... $785.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA 
CAMO 20” or 28” barrel ........................................ $880.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA 
MARINE SYNTHETIC 20” barrel ........................... $785.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA  
MARINE WALNUT 20” barrel ................................ $820.00

MADE EXCLUSIVELY FOR 
AUSTRALIAN HUNTERS

TURQUA RIFLES
2 stage trigger, 60 deg bolt lift, free floating 
barrel, sub moa guaranteed

SAVAGE IMPULSE
Straight pull rifles with AccuTrigger

5 
YEAR 

WARRANTY
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Leading light
Matthew Godson turns night driving into day

W hen a box containing two new 
Viper Light Bars arrived for 
review I was keen to have 
them installed on my car as 

soon as possible. One was a 20" Single Row 
Light Bar, the other a 6" Single Row Amber 
Light Bar and straight away I decided to 
have the big one front and centre on my 
luggage cage for extra light while driving. 
The smaller one was destined to go up top 
too but on the side, to light up a campsite 
or similar.

But first let’s talk about specs. 
According to Haydn Ryan, Product 
Manager at Lightforce, the design has a 
factory look and feel which customers have 
been asking for. The new Viper range is 
slimmer, lighter and beautifully designed, 
elegant yet rugged and supremely capable. 
It offers best-in-class performance with 
the Osram Oslon LEDs providing an 
average increase in light output of 25 per 
cent. The Viper series starts with the little 
6" Single Row producing an impressive 
beam length of 256m at 1LUX, the 20" 
Single Row offering beam length of 562M 
at 1LUX which is claimed to be 160m more 
than its predecessor.

At the top end is the 50" Dual Row Light 
Bar which pushes out a beam length a 
little over a kilometre at 1065m, while the 
Viper collection also includes 6" and 10" 

single row Amber Light Bars designed for 
dusty conditions or use in a camp envi-
ronment. The amber light is perfect in 
reducing the number of bugs and insects 
attracted to an outdoor area compared to 
that of a white LED.

On the safety side of things, these Viper 
Light Bars project a reduced 500K colour 
temperature which provides better all-
round visibility as well as reducing driver 
(eye) fatigue. This equates to less glare 
and reflection from road signs or when 
driving in foggy and dewy conditions, 
the whole range covered by a marine-
grade powder coat finish courtesy of 
the industry-leading AkzoNobel applica-
tion. This has been tested to Australian 
Standard AS1580 and is UV resistant and 
impervious to salt spray. The lens covers 
are polycarbonate which makes them less 
prone to scratching and damage than other 
light bars, so it’s a case of quality inside 
protected by quality on the outside.

All light bars in the range come with a 
smart harness comprising a unique bridge 
rectifier to allow compatibility with the 
most modern vehicles on the market. The 
eight-pin switch connector makes it easy to 
plug in and play with seamless integration 
into a variety of Lightforce switches suit-
able for common vehicle brands, while the 
inclusion of 304 grade stainless steel side 

brackets and bonus rear slide mounts make 
fitting the bars a breeze.

As mentioned earlier I planned to fit the 
Viper Light Bars to my luggage cage and, 
using the supplied side brackets, I fixed 
them to a length of 3mm steel flat bar which 
was then bolted to another piece of steel 
flat bar on the opposite side of the cage 
mesh. My initial impression was the bars 
with their sleek and slim design definitely 
looked the part.

Once fitted and wired it was time to take 
them for a test drive. The first time I took 
them out was an overcast day with rain 
forecast though this didn’t affect the test 
in any way. As darkness fell I positioned 
my car so I could cook a quick meal out 
the back of the canopy under cover of a 
shed. The Amber Light Bar was used to 
illuminate the side of the vehicle and I 
was immediately impressed by the amount 
of light produced and the lack of flying 
insects, the only one being at the back of 
the canopy, attracted to a white torch beam 
shining on my gas burner. As promoted 
I believe these bars will be a great asset 
around any campsite.

The sleek-looking 20" single row bar 
was tested while driving down a dirt 
road lined with mallee vegetation. I was 
impressed by both the beam length and 
spread, considering there was still quite 

The 20" Single Row Light Bar offers superb visibility at night.
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BACK PACKS 

2200  $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo  $240

Hyper Hydro  $179

Hyper Vent  $310

Monster Fanny  $215        

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor  $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel  $430

Ultra Day  $240

 
RCBS  
Chargemaster 1500 Scales  $335

Chargemaster Dispenser  $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals)  $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers  $120

Uniflow Powder Measure  $160

Hand Priming Tool     $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale    $95

RC Supreme Master Kit  $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL 

Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest  $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest  $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL

DS750 Digital Scale   $135

Electronic Calipers  $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE

Standard Bi-Pod   $125

Pivot Bi-Pod   $175

Front Leather Bag   $65

Rear Leather Bag   $69 

 

 

 

RANGEFINDERS 

RX-600  $285

RX-750TBR  $405

RX-1000  $485

RX-1000TBR  $550

SCOPES 

VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40  $325

VX-I 3-9x50  $420

VX-I 4-12x40  $420

VX-II 1-4x20  $420

VX-II 2-7x33  $420

VX-II 3-9x40  $460

VX-II 3-9x50  $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  $620

VX-II 4-12x50  $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO  $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT  $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20  $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32  $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36  $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40  $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO  $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR  $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50  $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO  $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR  $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  $1335

Call us for the best prices 

on other products

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600  --------------------------- $275

RX- 750TBR ---------------------- $370

RX- I000 --------------------------- $445

RX- I000TBR  --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33 ----------------------- $275

VX-I 3-9x40  ---------------------- $295

VX-I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380

VX-I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x40  --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x50  --------------------- $475

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  --------------- $560

VX-II 4-12x50  -------------------- $595

VX-II 6-18x40 AO ---------------- $635

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT --------- $690

VX-3 1.5-5x20 -------------------  $525

VX-3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525

VX-3 2.5-8x36 -------------------- $525

VX-3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615

VX-3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO ------------- $750

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR --------------- $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50  ------------------ $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  -------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO ------------- $860

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR ------------  $910

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR --------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT ------  $1055

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375

Chargemaster Dispenser $415

Chargemaster Combo $670

FL Die Sets (most cals) $70

Pro-melt Furnace $710

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool $90

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $195

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale $110

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125

Pivot Bipod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

19 Babbage Rd
Roseville Chase NSW 2069

MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
SAT: 8am - 3pm
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

www.magnumsports.com.au

ADDRESS:  19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE:  02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE  
DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311 www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS:  
MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 
SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery *  

 

 

 

 

BACK PACKS  

2200  $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo  $240

Hyper Hydro  $179

Hyper Vent  $310

Monster Fanny  $215        

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor  $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Du�el  $430

Ultra Day  $240

 
RCBS   
Chargemaster 1500 Scales  $335

Chargemaster Dispenser  $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals)  $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers  $120

Hand Priming Tool     $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale    $95

RC Supreme Master Kit  $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL  

Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest  $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest  $455

Electronic Mu�s $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale   $135

Electronic Calipers  $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bi-Pod   $125

Pivot Bi-Pod   $175

Front Leather Bag   $65

Rear Leather Bag   $69 

 

 

 

RANGEFINDERS  

RX-600  $285

RX-750TBR  $405

RX-1000  $485

RX-1000TBR  $550

SCOPES  

VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40  $325

VX-I 3-9x50  $420

VX-I 4-12x40  $420

VX-II 1-4x20  $420

VX-II 2-7x33  $420

VX-II 3-9x40  $460

VX-II 3-9x50  $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  $620

VX-II 4-12x50  $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO  $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT  $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20  $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32  $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36  $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40  $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO  $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR  $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50  $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO  $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR  $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  $1335

Call us for the best prices 
on other products

*

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600  --------------------------- $275
RX - 750TBR  ---------------------- $370
RX - I000 --------------------------- $445
RX - I000TBR  --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33  ----------------------- $275
VX -I 3-9x40  ---------------------- $295
VX -I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380
VX -I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX -II 3-9x40  --------------------- $380
VX -II 3-9x50  --------------------- $475
VX -II 4-12x40 AO  --------------- $560
VX -II 4-12x50  -------------------- $595
VX -II 6-18x40 AO  ---------------- $635
VX -II 6-18x40 AO TGT  --------- $690
VX -3 1.5-5x20  -------------------  $525
VX -3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525
VX -3 2.5-8x36  -------------------- $525
VX -3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615
VX -3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700
VX -3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700
VX -3 4.5-14x40 AO  ------------- $750
VX -3 4.5-14x40 LR  --------------- $835
VX -3 4.5-14x50  ------------------ $835

VX -3 4.5-14x50 LR  -------------- $915
VX -3 6.5-20x40 AO  ------------- $860
VX -3 6.5-20x40 EFR  ------------  $910
VX -3 6.5-20x40 LR  --------------- $915
VX -3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  ------  $1055
VX -3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375
Chargemaster Dispenser $415
Chargemaster Combo $670
FL Die Sets (most cals) $70
Pro-melt Furnace $710
Vibratory Case Cleaner $155
Electronic Digital Calipers $120
Uniflow Powder Measure $160
Hand Priming Tool $90
Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $195
Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255
RC -130 Reloading Scale $110
RC Supreme Master Kit  $599
Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345
2800 $415
4500 $720
Diablo $240
Hyper Hydro  $179
Hyper Vent $310
Monster Fanny $215
Nanno Fanny $120
Reactor $159
Superday $299
Terra Glide Du�el $430
Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220
Rock Jnr Rest $125
Rock Comp Rest $380
Lead Sled Plus $320
Fire Control R est $455
Electronic Mu�s $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135
Electronic Calipers $79
Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125
Pivot Bipod $175
Front Leather Bag $65
Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

2 MONTH LAY-BY WITH A 20% DEPOSIT
Springfield 1911 Ronin Target 
Stainless/Black 9mm Target 
Adjustable Sights Normally $2090 
......................................Just $1595

Leupold Mark 5
Mark 5 5-25x56 35mm  
FFP PR2-MOA or  
PR2-MIL Was $3960 .........now just $3365
TREMOR 3 or H59 Reticle 
Was $4495 .........................now just $3820
Mark 5 7-35x56 35mm FFP PR2-MIL  
Was $4315 .........................now just $3670
TREMOR 3 Was $5035 ......now just $4280

Leupold VX-6HD
VX-6HD 3-18x50 CDS SF Metric Firedot 4 
Fine (No flip covers)  
Was $2865 .........................now just $2380
VX-6HD 3-18x50 CDS SF Firedot 
Duplex with Alumina flip up lens 
covers. Was $3580  
......now just $2980
VX-6HD 4-24x52 CDS ZL2 SF Firedot 
Duplex with Alumina flip up lens covers 
Was $3940 .........................now just $3275

Rangefinder Sale
RX-1400i TBR/W GEN2  
Rangefinder Plus Flightpath  
New model. Will be $385.  
Introductory Price .......................Just $330
Leupold RX-2800TBR/W  
Was $1100.....now just $935

Spotting Scope Sale
Leupold SX-2 Alpine HD 20-60x60.  
Angled Spotting scope with Neoprene 
cover. Was $735.....now just $650

Bino Sale
Leupold BX-1 McKenzie HD 
10x42 Shadow Grey Binos  
Was $385........now just $330

Delta Point Red Dot Sale
Delta Point Micro Reflex Sight 
Glock 3MOA Dot  
Was $730............now just $625

Delta Point Pro  
Reflex Sight  
2.5 MOA Red Dot Black or FDE  
Was $865 .............................now just $735

VERY LIMITED STOCK  
AVAILABLE NOW

Marlin 1894 Dark 16” 44 magnum 5 shot 
357 magnum 7 shot ......................... $2534

Marlin 1895G Guide Gun .45-70 18.5”  
4 shot ................................................ $1995

Marlin 444 150th Anniversary 444 Marlin 
24” 8 shot Engraved with  
High Grade Walnut ........................... $4395

Marlin 1895BL Dark .45-70 6 shot ... $2295 
444 Marlin 16” 5 shot ....................... $2545

*Not available for firearm  
or ammunition purchases

Leupold VX-3HD

VX-3HD 3.5-10x50 30mm CDS ZL 
Illuminated Firedot Twilight Hunter  
Was $1400 .........................now just $1245
VX-3HD 4.5-14x40 CDS ZL Duplex
Was $1100 ...........................now just $935

VX-3HD 1.5-5x20 CDS ZL Duplex
Was $915 .............................now just $780
VX-3HD 2.5-8x36 CDS ZL Duplex
Was $915 .............................now just $780
VX-3HD 3.5-10x40 CDS ZL Duplex
Was $915 .............................now just $780

VX-3HD 3.5-10x50 CDS ZL Duplex
Was $1100 ...........................now just $935

VX-3HD 4.5-14x50 CDS ZL Duplex
Was $1230 .........................now just $1090

Leupold VX-3HD Silver Scopes
VX-3HD 3.5-10x40 CDS 
ZL Silver Duplex 
Was $1080 ...........................now just $920

Leupold VX-3HD  
4.5-14x40 CDS-ZL Silver Duplex.  
Was $1245 .........................now just $1060
Leupold VX-3HD 4.5-14x50 CDS-ZL Silver 
Duplex. Was $1375 ...........now just $1220

Leupold VX-5HD
VX-5HD 3-15x44 30mm  
CDS ZL2 Firedot Duplex  
Was $2105 .........................now just $1790

RCBS Chargemaster Link 
Was $700 .............................now just $599

ATA 686 Black Sporter 30” 12g Cased with 
Chokes. Was $1450 .......... 5 only at $1199

Lyman Borecam Pro Wireless Borecam 
Photos and Video. Wifi to your smart phone. 
Fits most calibers ....................... Just $655

MASSIVE LEUPOLD SALE  
ONLY WHILE STOCK LASTS

VX-Freedom 2-7x33 Rimfire MOA  
was $575 .... now just $490 Hunt Plex Was 
$575.....................................now just $490 

VX-Freedom 3-9x40 Rimfire MOA Was 
$575.....................................now just $490
Huntplex Was $575 .............now just $490

VX-Freedom 3-9x33 EFR Fine Duplex 
Was $735 .............................now just $650

VX-Freedom 3-9x50 CDS Duplex  
Was $645 .............................now just $570
VX-Freedom 3-9x50 30mm Illuminated 
Firedot Twilight Hunter  
Was $1100 ...........................now just $935

VX-Freedom 4-12x40 CDS Duplex 
Was $645 .............................now just $570
VX-Freedom 4-12x50 CDS Duplex 
Was $735 .............................now just $650

VX-Freedom 3-9x40 CDS Duplex 
Was $575 .............................now just $490

BARRETT 50BMGS IN STOCK

Barrett M95 5 shot mag fed. 29” Heavy 
Fluted Barrel with Brake. Cased with 
factory Bi-pod. Discontinued.  
Last 2 Available .............................. $13650

Barrett M99 Black Single Shot.  
32” Heavy Barrel With Brake. Cased with 
Factory Bipod ................................... $9775

Barrett M99 FDE Single Shot. 
29” Heavy Fluted Barrel With Brake. Cased 
with Factory Bipod ......................... $10395

Nosler Custom Competition Projectiles
6.5cal 140gr. Reduced to clear,  
limited stock. Was $124 
per 100......now just $89

Glock 44 22lr. Club Legal  
5” Threaded Barrel. Reduced  
from $1080 to clear.
..........................Very limited stock at $895

Arttech Straight Pull Rifles. In Stock Now
Synthetic stock. 308, .30-06 or 300  
WIN mag ................................... Just $1735

Arttech Pump Action Rifles. Camo or 
Blasé Synthetic Stock. Arriving this month
Secure one now with a deposit
.................................................. Just $1830

Arttech Pump Action Rifles. Synthetic 
Stock. In Stock Now 308, .30-06 or 300 
WIN mag ................................... Just $1735

Leupold VX-Freedom
VX-Freedom 1.5-4x24 Scout  
Scope duplex.  
Was $645..now just $570
Pig Plex Was $575...............now just $490 VX-3HD 6.5-20x40 EFR CDS-T Fine Duplex. 

Was $1400 .........................now just $1245
VX-3HD 6.5-20x50 30mm CDS-T Fine 
Duplex. Was $1665now just $1415
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E Chimera PB - 223

0428 453 425
huntsshootingsupplies.com.au

Our Push Button 223 Features the ever popular, 
Push Button mechanism, located on the FOREND 
for a complete user friendly experience.
Comes with a 16” barrel, 1:7 twist, synthetic stock, 
and 2 x 5 round magazines.

Push Button Rifle
RRP $1895

Taking Orders NOW
Call for your nearest stockist.

Dealer Enquiries Welcome

a lot of moisture in the air from hours of 
rain, showers and drizzle. Mounting the 
bar high on the cage gives flexibility in 
terms of where you want the beam focus 
to be, allowing you to place it for either 
medium or extended reach. On my drive 
I was able to clearly see all the little and 
large critters (rabbits and kangaroos) I 
approached and passed within a reasonably 
safe distance, which is what you want in 
performance from any light bar product.

Both Viper Light Bars exceeded my 
expectations with top performance from 
products featuring quality components 
both inside and out. The Viper series from 
Lightforce gets a big tick from me and at 
time of writing, RRP of the 6" Single Row 
Amber is $179 with the 20" Single Row 
LED Light Bar at $279.   .

Leading light

The Amber Light Bar’s reach makes it ideal for camping.
You can fit the Amber Light Bar so it can be 
easily adjusted.
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G un control is expected to be 
a major political focal point in 
the United States in 2024 as 
President Biden’s campaign for 

re-election kicks into gear. This agenda has 
been directly motivated by mass shootings 
in American schools and rightful outrage 
over these events in the community. 

His most recent efforts to expand back-
ground checks for firearms purchases is in 
the final stages of approval following more 
than 12 months of executive action on the 
plan via the Bipartisan Safer Communities 
Act. It began in 2022, when Congress 
passed and President Biden signed into law 
bipartisan legislation to help address this 
check by modifying the definition of who 
must become a federally licensed firearms 
dealer. Then, earlier this year, President 
Biden signed an executive order to expand 
the use of background checks for firearm 
purchases in the US, requiring a dealer to 
employ this measure.

This is not without teething problems; 
however, with the NRA Institute for 
Legislative Action (NRA-ILA) outlining that 
the classification of a ‘dealer’ could capture 
someone selling a firearm privately even 
just once and potentially forcing a back-
ground check each time.

Biden has long made calls for ‘assault 
weapons’ to be banned, but commentators 
expect this will never come to fruition and 
instead policing and community programs 
will make up the firearms reform measures 
he spruiks. Considering the academic world 
is mixed and unclear on whether tight-
ening of firearm controls causes a reduc-
tion in firearm-related deaths, this may 
be a more effective approach in improving 
public safety. In Australia, in particular, 
research out of the Australian Institute of 
Criminology points to an unlicensed person 
with an unregistered, illegal firearm who 
is responsible for crimes and, in almost all 
cases, crimes are drug, gang and organised 
crime related. Bans, buybacks and firearms 
laws directly affect law-abiding civilians 
motivated to follow the law to own and use 
firearms legally.

At state level across the US, many 
changes are occurring within local firearm 
laws. In the state of New York, the New 
York State Police will now conduct all 

firearm and ammunition-
related background checks, 
replacing the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) in this role. There are numerous bills 
in the works in California, including fee 
increases for ammunition eligibility check 
requests, criteria for carry permits, annual 
training for firearm dealers and employees, 
an 11 per cent excise tax on sales of all fire-
arms, parts and ammunition to go to a ‘gun 
violence fund’ and more.

The ongoing debate, changes and federal 
focus on firearms in the US are very 
different conversations to what would be 
had in Australia. Unlike America, where 
the Second Amendment gives their citizens 
the right to bear arms, Australians don’t 
have such rights. In a Western democratic 
system, however, we do have the freedom 
to own and use firearms. We also have to 
prove that we are a fit and proper person for 
that freedom.

For the licensed law-abiding firearm 
owner, our firearms licence represents a 
good check of character and that we are a 
fit and proper person who can be trusted by 
society.

We use our firearms for sporting or food-
gathering purposes, whether it’s competing 
at the shooting range or hunting for the 
table to the benefit of the environment, as 
well as removing foxes, feral cats, goats and 
pigs, and other introduced species. Hunting 
is Australia’s oldest and safest outdoor 
recreational activity.

Social commentary often considers 
Australia to be like the US in many ways, 
but when it comes to firearms there is 
a fundamental difference in laws, atti-
tude to ownership and use. This centres 
around the Constitution of the United 
States and the Second Amendment 
referring to ‘the right of the people to 
keep and bear Arms’. SSAA Inc is often 
approached to comment on occurrences in 
the US involving firearms and we all bear 
witness to the fear mongering in media 
and politics that Australia could ‘end up 
like the US’ if firearm laws are relaxed. 
An unfounded attempt at sensationalism 
when you consider the sheer population 
and America’s National Rifle Association 
has similar goals to that of SSAA Inc but a 

very different operating environment and 
modes of action, namely due to the Second 
Amendment rights of their members. The 
NRA also sits in a space where the First 
Amendment dictates a freedom of speech 
in law and instances of groups and organisa-
tions trying to silence this speech or make 
it harder to operate is becoming more prev-
alent. Most recently the NRA has called 
out New York authorities, politicians and 
office holders for attempting to silence the 
NRA by impacting its financial operations 
by calling on banks and insurance compa-
nies to cut ties with the Association. These 
tactics are not limited to the US however, 
with some banking systems and travel 
companies having discriminated against 
Australian firearm owners and the firearms 
industry in the past.

SSAA Inc operates advocacy and lobbying 
functions in the national political sphere and 
is in regular contact with relevant entities 
and departments such as the Attorney-
General’s Department. Australia’s political 
system means licensing and hunting laws 
are handled at a state and territory level, 
meaning SSAA state and territory associa-
tions are in the position to lobby, advocate 
and respond to these functions. In the 
federal space, where SSAA Inc operates, 
representation is largely related to border 
controls, the National Firearms Agreement 
and any matters that rise to the federal level 
such as recent discussions around a National 
Firearm Register. 

In the US, the states have legislative 
control over their jurisdictions and when it 
comes to federal regulation of firearm laws, 
the President’s powers are limited, unless 
there is congressional support. He can 
direct existing processes that would affect 
background checks or import controls, but 
the reality is state and local officials control 
firearm laws. This means Biden’s stance 
on firearm laws leading in to his re-election 
campaign is likely more about popularity 
and winning votes than getting to the root 
of America’s public safety issue when it 
comes to illegal firearm use.   .

Rachael Oxborrow

US needs public safety 
focus, not gun control 
grandstanding
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I was looking forward to reviewing a 
Voere centrefire after having previously 
seen and used an heirloom of my long-
time hunting partner, who now owns 

a 50-plus, year-old Voere rifle that was a 
hand-me-down from this late father. It has 
had countless rounds through it and still 
cycles and shoots well. It is intended to be 
passed on to his son. 

The Voere LBW .20-03 looks pretty, 
straight out of the box. With an attractive 
Walnut stock and handsome lines, it’s the 
sort of rifle you just want to pick up. 

Manufactured in Austria, the Voere LBW 
can change barrels, calibres and stocks. The 
bolt is generously proportioned, measuring 
23.7mm on my digital callipers. It utilises 
a push-feed system and features three 
locking lugs and is advertised as having 
toolless changeability. I can vouch for this, 
as when I first put my hands on the rifle, a 
previous handler of the review firearm had 
obviously been playing around with the bolt 
head/calibres and the result was that the 
bolt head was loose. 

With a quick check of the owner’s 
manual, I was easily able to able to rein-
state a connecting bolt to secure the bolt 

Voere rifle
Ben Unten

head in place without the use of any tools. 
The process took less than 10 seconds, 
which is impressive. 

The Voere LBW action features a side 
safety, which operates on the sear and is 
located just behind the bolt handle. When 
the safety is engaged the bolt handle is 
locked in position. The bolt handle is 
angled downwards, which keeps it unob-
trusively close to the stock in the closed 
position and it is less likely to catch on 
anything in the field. 

Combined with the 60-degree bolt lift, 
it also keeps it well away from any optics/
mounts in the fully open position. The ejec-
tion port is large, measuring approximately 
95mm long x 24mm high – big enough to 
facilitate side-loading if required.

The trigger is adjustable (but that is best 
left to a qualified gunsmith). At the time of 
testing, my digital pull-scales had broken 
and had yet to be replaced so I could not 
give an actual pull weight. It came from 
the factory a fraction heavy, but it broke 
cleanly and without creep and did not 
affect accuracy. 

The Voere comes with open sights and 
the receiver is drilled and tapped to accept 

mounts. The review rifle had been fitted 
with a Weaver-type rail for more versatile 
mounting options. The supplied, all-steel 
detachable magazine is comfortingly 
weighty in the hand, holds three rounds 
(larger capacity magazines are available 
and are sold separately), and is released 
by simultaneously pressing levers on both 
sides of the magazine, which puts your hand 

an instant attraction

A great reward for an impressive rifle.

Multiple, consecutive sub-MOA groups.



Australian Shooter   79 



in the prefect position to catch the maga-
zine for its removal. 

The correct angle of insertion had to be 
achieved to reinstate the magazine, but 
this was easily accomplished with a little 
familiarity. The magazine hits home with a 
satisfying ‘clunk’.

There is a 15mm steel recoil stud located 
slightly forward and underneath the action, 
perpendicular to the stock. This is designed 
to pass force from rifle to stock – like those 
used in old M98s.

The Monte Carlo type stock is a hand-
some piece of walnut featuring fish-scale 
chequering for improved grip as well as 
mounting points for two sling swivels. The 
metal-to-timber fit was excellent. The stock 
is supplied with a 15mm rubber recoil pad 
with a cheekpiece and, although provided 
with open sights and 30mm drop at the 
heel, the review rifle came fitted with a 
2.5-10x 50mm scope with a 30mm tube. 
I was easily able to obtain a sight picture 
without having to lose cheek-weld. 

The fully-floated, button-rifled barrel 
is 600mm long. It measured 29mm at the 
receiver ring and tapers down to 14.8mm at 
the muzzle. The .243 calibre tested features 
a ‘25.4mm in 254mm’ (one in 10") twist rate. 

At the range
Ammunition tested included, Remington 
80gr PSPs, Federal 100gr Jacketed soft-
points and Winchester 80gr Jacketed soft-
points. There was a mild wind present, 
which became moderate later in the day 
during testing. All rounds ejected flawlessly. 
All ammunition was tested by averaging 
three, 3-shot groups at 100m, with the 
barrel allowed to cool between groups and 
for cleaning between ammunition brands. 

Results
Remington 80gr PSP
Best: 35mm
Worst: 48mm
Average: 39mm

Federal 100gr Jacketed soft-point
Best: 45mm
Worst: 67mm
Average: 54mm

Winchester 80gr 
Best: 15mm
Worst: 35mm
Average: 25mm 

Specifications
Manufacturer: Voere, Austria
Model: LBW .20-03
Calibres: .243 (tested), .270
Overall length: 1170mm (including recoil pad) 
Length of pull: 367mm
Barrel: 600mm/24"
Weight: 3.2kg
Action: Bolt-action 
Magazine capacity: Three rounds
Sights: Open, receiver drilled and tapped
Finish: Blued
Stock: Walnut

Voere rifle an instant attraction

The rifle shot well with all ammunition 
tested. It showed a preference for the 80gr 
loads and impressed with the Winchester 
80gr, averaging well under MOA (which 
is approximately 29mm at 100m) for the 
three groups. This is outstanding in a 
sporter-weight rifle. It managed to main-
tain this across six groups fired by two 
different shooters.

In the field
I took the Voere LBW out with me and some 
mates on a recent trip chasing pigs. After 
seeing nothing during the day, we decided to 
swing a light after dark. After not spotting 
anything for the first couple of hours, we 
finally came across a small mob of pigs.

I was on shooting duties and lined up the 
largest of the three pigs spied at a range 
of approximately 110m. Feeling confident 
with the accuracy of the Voere, I placed the 
cross-hairs on the shoulder and squeezed 
the trigger. The pig rolled over following 
impact and barely even twitched. It turned 
out to be a mid-sized, piebald sow. 

Overall, there is little not to like about 
this classic-looking rifle. It will please the 
traditionalists with its appearance and the 
modernists with its outstanding accuracy 
all at an affordable price point. If I’m being 
picky, the action was a little ratchet, which 
may loosen up over time and was best 
when worked positively, but there were no 
misfeeds experienced during testing.

It’s no wonder Voere rifles lend them-
selves to staying within the one family. 
This is exactly the sort of firearm that I 
would look towards to start my own heir-
loom tradition. 

The Voere LBW retails for $1950 and 
more information is available by visiting 
www.protactical.com.au or head to your 
nearest dealer for more information.   .
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Looks good from the moment you lay eyes on it.

Change bolt heads without tools in seconds.



Australian Shooter   81 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K



82   Australian Shooter

Farmers fear for 
their livelihoods

Changes to Western Australian 
firearms licensing could leave the 
state’s farmers high and dry when 
it comes to managing pest animals 

and earning a living. David Hamilton and 
his family farm in Moora, two hours north 
of Perth, with their operation spanning 6500 
hectares where they run more than 20,000 
Merino and crossbred sheep and plant in 
excess of 1000 hectares of crops.

In any given year David’s family would 
have 40 recreational hunters help control 
cats, foxes and bird populations, in addi-
tion to the work he and his family and 
staff do to remove feral animals from their 
property. He sources recreational shooters 
from members of the Sporting Shooters’ 
Association of Australia’s WA target 
shooting ranges, knowing they’re appropri-
ately licensed and have mutual respect for 
his operation.

“The value of their support is so impor-
tant, we have groups visiting throughout 
the year so there’s regular control and they 
often return year-on-year. They give me 

the security and peace of mind that they 
understand my property and as a SSAA 
(WA) club member receive basic safety 
training and you know they’re insured and 
accountable,” said David.

As we went to print, the WA Government 
was preparing to release a rewrite of the 
state’s Firearms Act for public comment 
after roughly two years of work. Narrative 
from the government during this time 
suggests permission to hunt on proper-
ties will be greatly limited, as will the 
number of firearms a person can own 
based on the genuine reason for use on 
their licence. This was recently confirmed 
through Freedom of Information documents 
obtained by the WA Firearms Community 
Alliance Initiative (WAFCA) representing 
SSAA (WA) and other firearms interest 
groups on behalf of all firearm owners.

“Pest control is a constant problem for 
us and the reality is not everyone is avail-
able to travel and hunt at short notice or 
as regularly as we need them to make an 
impact,” said David. “We virtually have to 

run a roster of recreational hunters helping 
us fulfil our pest control responsibilities as 
landowners. We must also manage a greater 
welfare issue during lambing season where 
sheep are laying down to give birth. Foxes 
are aggressive and will eat a sheep alive if 
we don’t get there in time. It’s relentless.”

Limiting the number of firearms and 
people with permission to hunt recreation-
ally on properties based on size, location 
and geography would have detrimental 
effects on the environment, WA’s agri-
cultural sector and the wellbeing of those 
living on the land who are left with an 
insurmountable task. It also doesn’t account 
for other variables such as ammunition and 
hunter availability. According to David, lack 
of shot ammunition availability has meant 
he’s had to buy another firearm and ammu-
nition specifically for pigeon control.

“The people writing the legislation have 
an arbitrary number in their head and no 
appreciation for the similarities of whether 
you have 2000 or 20,000 acres to manage,” 
said David. “On any property regardless 

Moora famer David Hamilton has a 
roster of more than 40 recreational 

hunters to help manage pest animals.

New WA firearm laws a very real concern, 
writes Rachael Oxborrow
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of size, you might have four different envi-
ronments in one location which can have 
different pest animal problems and require 
different firearms and shooters to carry out 
the task.”

Restricting permission for recreational 
hunters to operate on private land and 
enforcing firearm number limits based on 
licence type are just some of the measures 
the WA Government is expected to bring 
about with the rewrite of the WA Firearms 
Act. Earlier this year, the government 
announced mandatory mental health checks 
for firearm licence holders and enforced the 
confiscation of 250 high-calibre firearms 
often used for long range target shooting, 
collecting and large animal control.

The WAFCA team with representatives 
from key target shooting, hunting and 
firearms interest groups, will be educating 
and encouraging the wider 90,000 firearm 
owners in WA to participate in the public 
consultation process expected to be 
announced in the short-term.

SSAA (WA) President and WAFCA 
spokesperson Paul Fitzgerald has been 
instrumental in driving this group to 
unite the state’s firearms community and 
demand meetings with the government. 
“This is a critical time for our community 
where if we don’t make a stand and use 
our voices as individuals the opportu-
nity will be lost,” he said. “We’ve been 
knocking on doors, making phone calls, 
talking to media and politicians for the past 
two years about this rewrite and now’s the 
time for all of us to speak up and back our 
associations and WAFCA.”    . Moora farmer David Hamilton and SSAA (WA) President Paul Fitzgerald 

discuss pest animal management requirements.



Monolithic, lead-free projectiles 
aren’t new. Ever since Randy 
Barnes turned up the prototype 
projectiles on his lathes and 

developed the famed X-bullet in 1986, many 
of the world’s ammunition manufacturers 
have followed suit. 

The monolithic projectiles have their 
claim to fame by being able to retain almost 
all their weight when being recovered from 
either ballistics gelatin or animals while 
exhibiting rapid expansion and excellent 
knock-down power. Being made primarily 
from copper, they have revolutionised 
the hunting landscape, becoming more 
pertinent in countries that are phasing out 
ammunition containing lead. 

Winchester’s Copper Impact ammunition 
has been designed by engineers specifi-
cally for big game hunters. Perusing its 
American website, it is available in 12 cali-
bres, ranging from .243 Winchester right 
up to the .300 Winchester Magnum but also 
includes loads for the Winchester Short 
Magnum (WSM), Precision Rifle Cartridge 
(PRC) and even the .350 Legend straight-
walled cartridge. 

Even though in the US these calibres 
would be the mainstay in deer and elk 
hunting, for Australian hunters they would 
be right at home on all species of deer 
as well as larger game such as buffaloes, 
camels and scrub bulls. It’s a tough projec-
tile made for tough hunting.

Winchester Australia sent for review 
several packets of the Copper Impact 
ammunition in .308 Winchester concur-
rently with a CZ600 Alpha rifle. The ammu-
nition is loaded with the 150-grain projectile 
and 20 rounds are contained in a striking 
box with livery of a Whitetail deer on the 
front and the ammunition’s features and 
ballistics table on the rear of the packet. 

The loaded rounds inside are housed 
in a foam insert and are polished with the 
striking crimson-red polymer tip in the 
copper projectile setting the round off 
perfectly. This polymer tip delivers rapid 
impact and trauma when striking the 
target and the solid copper construction 

Winchester Copper 
Impact .308 
Winchester 150gr 
ammunition
Con Kapralos

of the projectile transfers striking energy 
supremely while retaining maximum weight. 

Ballisticians at Winchester also ensured 
that the projectiles have a high ballistics 
coefficient (BC) for a flat trajectory and 
long-range flight stability, using a boat-tail 
design. The 150-grain projectile on the 
review ammunition has a muzzle velocity 
of 2810fps, energy of 2629ft-lb at the 
muzzle and a G1 BC of 0.387 and G7 BC 
of 0.193. Avid handloaders and long-range 
shooters know what these numbers mean 
but as a hunter, it’s something I take with a 
grain of salt.

Performance on game and how the load 
shoots out of my rifle are the two most 
telling aspects I look for when choosing 
a factory hunting load. For a lead-free 
hunting load the Winchester Copper Impact 
certainly impresses initially, now onto the 
rifle-range and field testing.

At the range
The Winchester Copper Impact in .308 
Winchester, with the 150-grain projectile, 
was tested through a CZ600 Alpha rifle 
while performing accuracy testing with 
several other Winchester loads provided. 
For the Copper Impact ammunition accu-
racy test, three-shot groups were fired 
at 100 and 200 metres, with the point-of-
impact initially set-up for a 200-metre zero. 
The CZ600 Alpha with its short, semi-
heavy barrel turned in some respectable 
groups averaging between 1-1.25 MOA 
at both distances, more than enough for 
deer-sized game that they are undoubt-
edly designed for. The loaded rounds 
chambered easily into the CZ600 and fired 
cases ejected without any issues. At 100 
and 200 yards, the striking energy of 2209 
and 1844ft-lbs is more than enough for 
the quarry intended and even at 500 yards 
there is a tad over 1000ft-lbs of energy 
remaining, the bare minimum to ethically 

kill deer-
sized targets 
(figures quoted 
from the Copper Impact 
carton). As they say, ‘the proof is in 
the pudding’ and only hunting in the field 
would really give the ultimate verdict.

In the field
Having been a user of monolithic projec-
tiles in hunting ammunition for many years, 
quite a few hunting ‘experts’ query me as 
to why I use them. I have no hesitation in 
using traditional ‘cup-and core’ and bonded 
bullets, utilising them to good effect over 
many years. However, when pursuing deer 
that tend to bury themselves into thick 
scrub once shot, having a decent blood trail 
that a complete projectile pass-through 
offers (with the normal heart/lung shot) is 
excellent insurance indeed and I can vouch 
for this on many occasions. The Winchester 
Copper Impact loads through the CZ600 
were put to the test during two sorties in 
autumn and winter and in both instances, 
fallow deer were culled for venison. 
Fortunately for the hunter this time, there 
wasn’t a need to track deer through the 
scrub as animals culled dropped on the spot 
and in all instances the copper projectile 
passed through the deer, with massive 
damage to the lungs and heart and ensuing 
blood trail evident. In the instance of a 
shoulder being clipped the projectile easily 
smashed bone and continued through the 
vitals and exited on the far side. That is 
what the projectile was designed to do and 
it performed as I expected. 

Whilst the Copper Impact is offered in 12 
calibres (in the USA), Winchester Australia 
are offering most of the popular calibres for 
the local marketplace. To see which calibres 
they are offering, peruse the Winchester 
Australia website for more information: 
winchesterausstralia.com.au   .
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$42

SSAA Cool-Dri 
Polo Shirt
The SSAA Cool Dri JB Polo is navy blue with white 
trim and made with a moisture wicking material, so 
you will always feel dry and cool.

The polo comes is sizes ranging from S to 5XL

onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
Shop now for exclusive SSAA 
products, including clothing, camping, 
accessories, knives, books and more.

SHOP NOW 
IT’S EASY! 

Great caps in a variety of colours with embroidered 
logos on the front.

$19.95

SSAA Caps

$34.95

Snake Bite Kit
In the SSAA Snake Bite Kit are two snake bite 
indicator bandages and an easy to follow first-aid 
guide specific to snake bites. Along with other 
necessary bandages, the kit is compact and 
packaged in a durable, soft canvass bag that can 
be worn on a belt, making is easy to take it with 
you wherever you go.

See the complete range of products in our Online Shop

$49.95

Welcome to our latest showcase of Australia’s 
diverse, sustainable and environmentally friendly 
offerings in Field to Fork – Second Helpings. 

Field to Fork - 
Second Helpings

onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
or call 02 8805 3900 for phone orders

$59.95

SSAA Schrade 
Multi Tool Silver
This handy tool can be stowed safely in its sturdy, 
fold flap pouch and securely closed with a tough 
Velcro patch. The belt/loop system helps you keep 
track of your multi tool so you can cut, file, pry and 
pinch your way through any job. 

$24.95

SSAA Camping 
Lantern

This lantern is lightweight and ultrabright, with 450 
lumens. Simply pull the SSAA Pop Up Camping 
Lantern upwards to turn on and push closed to turn 
it off. When you want overhead light, use the metal 
‘arms’ to easily hang it. Runs on three AA batteries.Crib $34.95  Tote $24.95

SSAA Cooler Bag - Crib & Tote

Help keep your drinks and snacks cool with the SSAA Cooler 
Bag. Made from waterproof black canvas with a fully insulat-
ed lining, it is perfect for taking a snack to the range, drinks 
out in the field and, of course, getting groceries! Helping to 
reduce clutter, you can collapse it when it’s not in use.
Made by Rugged Xtremes, you can be sure the SSAA Cooler 
Bag is tough enough to handle whatever you want to throw 
in there. 

Crib Tote

Pin $29.95
Cloth badge $19.95

To celebrate the SSAA’s 75th anniversary we 
have a special production run of 75-year 
anniversary pins and cloth badges.

The 75-year anniversary pins are uniquely 
numbered and measure 25mm x 30mm 
(approximately). The 75-year cloth badges 
measure 75mm x 60mm (approximately).

SSAA turns 75 this year!

$84.95

SSAA Bush Kettle
These custom-made bush kettles run on a few 
twigs and leaves and will boil water in less than 
10 minutes. Simply take a handful of twigs/leaves 
and kindling then place under the kettle and light 
it - the clever design directs heat into the kettle to 
boil the water. 
The kettle can be used with gas stoves and has a 
stainless construction.

$12.95 $14.95

Great Australian Outdoors Issue 4

We accentuate our great outdoors with 194 pages of 
‘destination, exploration and conservation.’ A whole 
gamut of destinations have been explored, covering all 
compass points around this vast island. The plight of 
wildlife is put under the microscope in our extensive foray 
into conservational issues. And if you are planning an 
ambitious travel itinerary, there are tips to take on board 
among a raft of feature articles.

Members Non members 



86   Australian Shooter

Competition News  SSAA.ORG.AU/DISCIPLINES
FOR FULL EVENT DETAILS GO TO

National 

Rifle Metallic Silhouette 
National Rimfire Postal Shoot
June 1-November 30, 2023
All SSAA Rifle Metallic Silhouette clubs
Program: 40-shot match in accordance with SSAA Rifle 
Metallic Silhouette rule book. Contact: Kathy Tobler 
email toblerkathy@gmail.com

National Muzzle Loading Postal Shooter
July 1–December 31, 2023
Program: 1 x Military 50m offhand Class 1; 1 x 
Traditional 50m offhand Class 2; 1 x Flintlock 50m 
offhand; 1 x 100m bench rest Class 1 & 2; 1 x 100m 
bench rest Class 3; 1 x 25m Precision revolver Class 
1& 3; 1 x 25m Precision pistol Class 2; 1 x 25m 
Snap pistol Class 1 & 2; 1 x Percussion shotgun; 1 
x 100m bench rest BP Cartridge. Matches to be 
shot during programmed matches at your range 
and scores witnessed by range officer. Rule Book 
Number 8 applies. All scores to the Muzzle Loading 
Chairman by end of December; results announced 
January. Medals sent by end of February. All targets 
signed by Range Officer; include name/address of 
competitors and the event entering. Send scores 
to Steve Nicholas National Discipline Chairman; 
GPO Box 2013, Adelaide South Australia 5001 or 
muzzleloading@disciplines.ssaa.org.au, secretary@
ssaapara.org.au

Australian Sporting Clays National 
Championship
February 3-4, 2024
T42 Riddell Range, 770 Woodsdale Rd Runnymede, 
Tasmania. Program: Saturday 3rd - 100 targets; Sunday 
4th - 100 targets. Nominations open via postage. 
MCMS opening soon. Rules: Current version of 
National shotgun rules. Be aware of rule changes. 
Prizes: Medallions, sashes and raffles open over the 
weekend. You must be present to win raffle prizes. 
Facilities: Unpowered campsites with toilets/laundry. 
No showers or campfires. Fully catered canteen all 
weekend. Event Contact: Dale Foggo dalepest@msn.
com or 0408361638.

National 5 Stand Clay Target 
Championships
February 10-11, 2024
SSAA Tasmania (T42) Riddell Range, 770 Woodsdale 
Rd, Runnymede, Tasmania.
Program: Saturday and Sunday 100 targets each. 
Nominations by post with cheque or via MCMS after 
November. Nominations on the day will incur a late 
fee. Rule book 4.3 to apply. There are modified rules 
so please read up on them. Sashes, medallions and 
prizes with lucky entry raffle. Range has camping, 
with toilets/laundry, hot water but no showers. No 
campfires allowed. Contact Dale Foggo on dalepest@
msn.com or 0408 361 638.

SSAA National Lever Action Silhouette 
Title
March 23-25, 2024
Westbury Shooting Club (T05), 1053 Birralee Road, 
Westbury, TAS
Program: Friday practice after I2pm. Saturday Match 
1 Big Bore Lever Action Silhouette 80 shots. Sunday 
Match 2 Pistol Cartridge Lever Action Silhouette 80 
shots. Monday Match 3 Rimfire Lever Action Silhouette 
80 shots. Presentations to follow. Matches follow 
current SSAA Lever Action Official National Rules. Fees 
include breakfast and lunch each day for competitors. 
Small fee for non-competitors. Camping with toilets, 
tank water, no electricity or fires. Entry form from 
admin@westburyshooting.club
Fees direct deposit or cash/cheque. Contact Steve 
Collins 0459 834 885 or via above email address. Fees: 
Adults $30/match or $80 all. Juniors $10/match or $25 
all. Full details on SSAA National website. 

SSAA Qld Long Range Precision 
Championship
May 24-26, 2024
Host: SSAA Luna, Captain's Mountain Complex
Program: 23 May range open for Zero checking 
2pm. 24th - 8am sign-on, 9am start; Match 1 Rimfire 
150m on Mini-core Target; Match 2 - Rimfire 250m 
on Mini-core Target. 25th - 8am sign-on; 9am start. 
Match 3 - Centrefire 500m on Mini-core Target; Match 
4 - Centrefire 600m on Mini-core Target. 26th - 8am 
sign-on, 9am start; Match 5 - Centrefire 800m on 
Core Target; Match 6 - Centrefire 1000m on Core 
Target. Nominations from SSAA website. Send to 
Secretary: luna@ssaaqld.org.au or PO Box 101, 
Inglewood, Qld 4387. Rimfire: $50, Centrefire: $60, 
all events $80, single event $25, juniors half price. Pay 
by 25 May. Cash on the day. Event is for Rimfire and/or 
Centrefire Class A or Class H of the Rifle Field Events. 
SSAA Long Range Precision Shooting Official Rule Book 
No. 1 applies. State medals for 1st-3rd for Rimfire, 
Centrefire Class A and Class H and Juniors, Aggregates 
and Teams medals. Cabins and camping available. See 
SSAA website for pricing. Contact: Richard White (07) 
4652 4270.

SA 
 

SA BPCR Silhouette State Championships
November 25-26, 2023
Hosted by Para at Monarto Silhouette Range. Saturday 
9am–12 practice. 12.30 40 shot BPCR Iron sight 
match. Evening BBQ. Sunday 8.30-9 practice. 9.30am 
40 shot Scoped match. Nominations $25/day or $45 
for both. Current RMS rule book applies. Prize table on 
Saturday night. Contact John Visnyai johnviz@hotmail.
com or 0421117391.

Vic 
Victoria Muzzleloading Club State 
Championships
November 18-19, 2023
Eagle Park, Little River
Program: See National website for full details. Facilities: 
Unpowered camp ground area, onsite café, motel 
accommodation at Geelong, Werribee. Contact: Craig 
Kinder craigk@jeatech.com.au or 0409 707 157.

NSW 
 

NSW 5-Stand State Titles
November 24-25, 2023
SSAA Griffith, Dave Wallace Range Simms Rd. 
Program: 100 targets over two ranges. Nominations: 
$75. Rules are 2019 Rule book 4.2. Prizes: 
Ammunition. Facilities include multi-purpose shotgun 
range, clubhouse, showers and toilets. Contact: Guy 
Pitchford 0409 555 244.

Handgun Rendezvous
February 2-4, 2024
Windamere Shooting Complex, NSW
Program: Two Black Powder matches, six main 
Handgun matches (count towards score in your 
nominated category), full details on National website. 
Facilities: Free basic camping for tents/caravans with 
toilets and showers, lunches and drinks for sale, range 
dinner for purchase Saturday night. Contact: Graham 
Roberts 0429 839 622 or grahamproberts5@gmail.
com.

Tas 
 

SSAA Tasmania 5-Stand State 
Championships
November 10-12, 2023
State Complex, Woodsdale, Tas.
Program: Friday: Side x Side 50 targets HCP; Sub-gauge 
50 targets HCP. Saturday: 100 targets 5-Stand; Sunday: 
100 targets 5-Stand. Facilities: Camping on-site, limited 
facilities, full canteen Saturday and Sunday. Contact: 
Dale Foggo 0408 361 638 or dalepest@msn.com

SSAA (Tas) Single Action State 
Championships
November 25-26, 2023
Glenorchy Mitchell Range, Tas
Program: Saturday: 8.30 briefing, 6+ stages. Sunday: 
9.30 briefing, 4+ stages, Master Gunfighter stage and 
presentation. Contact: Ray Vallerine 0487 334 714.

SSAA Tasmania STATE Lever Action 
Silhouette Title
March 9-11, 2024
Westbury Shooting Club (T05), 1053 Birralee Road, 
Westbury, TAS
Program: Friday practice after I2pm. Saturday Match 
1 Big Bore Lever Action Silhouette 80 shots. Sunday 
Match 2 Pistol Cartridge Lever Action Silhouette 
80 shots. Monday Match 3 Rimfire Lever Action 
Silhouette 80 shots. Presentations to follow. Matches 
follow current SSAA Lever Action Official National 
Rules. Entrance fees include breakfast and lunch each 
day for competitors. Small fee for non-competitors. 
Basic camping with toilets only. Tank water, no 
electricity and no fires. Entries available from admin@
westburyshooting.club
Fees direct deposit or cash/cheque on the day. Contact 
Steve Collins on 0459 834 885 or the above email. 
Fees: Adults $30/match or $80 total. Juniors $10/match 
or $25 total. Full details on SSAA National website.

Qld 
 

Queensland NRA Pistol Metallic 
Silhouette Postal Shoots
All (SSAA) Qld branches with approval to shoot Postal 
Metallic Silhouette Program: Shoot 1: February 1-May 
31; Shoot 2: April 1-July 31; Shoot 3: May 1-August 
31; Shoot 4: August 1-November 30. See National 
website for full event details. Contact: Hazel Bozic 
(07)4128 0467 or pms@ssaaqld.org.au
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FIREARMS 
LAWYER

Get help from 4-time Olympic shooter  
and lawyer, Glenn Kable

Get the right legal advice!
Available Australia-wide.

Having spent a lifetime around the sport, I have an intimate 
knowledge of the workings of all the bodies affecting the 
decision-making process, whether it is police or courts, 

local councils or governments, clubs or associations.
For a no-obligation assessment, phone 0407 962 200  

or email glenn@hartmann.net.au
mail@hartmann.net.au

SSAA National Event  
Cancellation/Postponement 
Policy
An event may be postponed or 
cancelled at any time by SSAA 
National, SSAA State Office or club 
directive.
SSAA National will not be liable for 
reimbursement to competitors for any 
costs associated with a postponed or 
cancelled SSAA National championship 
event for any reason. Competitors 
planning to attend an event should 
consider options for free cancellation 
or refund of travel and accommodation 
costs where available.

NATIONAL

/ssaanational

/ssaanational

/AWSMag

/australianwomensshooter_mag

/GreatAustralianOutdoors

/great_australian_outdoors

Great Australian

OUTDOORS

/SSAAFarmerAssist

/AustralianHunterMagazine

stay in touch!

youtube.com/ssaatv

SSAA National’s ‘Sponsor a Junior’ 
campaign was launched to help introduce 

youngsters to recreational shooting. Juniors 
are essential to the ongoing strength and 

vitality of the SSAA and we are seeking your 
support to protect and ensure the future of 

the shooting sports in Australia.

ssaa.org.au

JUNIOR
Sponsor a 
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Residential address I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Town/suburb I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  State I  I  I  I  Postcode   I  I  I  I  I           

Postal address I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Town/suburb I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  State I  I  I  I Postcode   I  I  I  I  I 

Phone (Mobile) I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    (Home)  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 

Email   I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I   I  I   I          
        
  

Enclosed is payment for the amount of $................ 

 Cheque   Money order    MasterCard   Visa

Card number       

Expiry date    Signature..............................................
Cheques payable to the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.

Membership No.

     

ABN 95 050 209 688
           MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)

August 2023

Date of birth             I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I   Male      Female       Other  

Tick to subscribe to the FREE SSAA National E-newsletter via email

SIGNATURE:........................... 
 
DATE:.....................................

PLEASE
READ AND SIGN

Refund Policy: Subject to Australian 
law, membership fees are not 
refundable, nor can they be 
transferred.

Members join a SSAA state or 
territory branch. The information 
you provide on this form will be 
disclosed to the state or territory 
branch of the SSAA to which your 
membership application relates. A 
copy of SSAA Inc’s privacy policy can 
be found at ssaa.org.au/privacy. You 
can obtain access to your personal 
information by writing to: SSAA, PO 
Box 2520, Unley SA 5061.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Choose the firearms 
protection offer

 

  

02 8805 3900

Want to know more?
Call us at SSAA

Each category has access to the digital version of the  
Australian Shooter magazine -11 issues per year.

Parent’s or guardian’s signature

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES AND SPECIAL OFFERS

$115 $100 Adult (over 18 years) 

$150 $135              Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms  
                     Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

 $75 Additional Family Member (No magazine) Applies to each additional person  
  over 18 residing at the same address as a full-subscription Adult member.              

 
$110

              Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms  
                    Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

$90 $75 Pensioner Available on production or photocopy of  
  both sides of your Australian Concession Card.

$125 $110                   Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms  

                    Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

$575 $500 5-year Adult Contact SSAA for SSAA MUTUAL firearms protection information.

$2300 $2000 Member for Life Contact SSAA for SSAA MUTUAL firearms protection information.

$195 $110 Overseas Available to members living overseas.

$27  Junior (under 18 years)                                                     ..............................................................

     
Supporting 

Adult member No.

SIGN UP ONLINE 

ssaa.org.au

Complete this section ONLY 
if you wish to use your 
membership of the SSAA to 
support your Genuine Reason 
for having a firearms licence.
Register your SSAA activities by 
marking one or more of the 
following boxes:

TARGET SHOOTING 
(longarms only)

HUNTING 
(club membership)  

COLLECTING

HUNTING OTHER
(R licence, property  
owner/permission)

ATTENTION 
NSW & ACT 
MEMBERS

Member referral number if applicable

I also wish to donate the following 

amount to the SSAA  $...................

TICK IF TAKING OUT SSAA MUTUAL MEMBER FIREARMS PROTECTION. I understand that the Firearms  
Statement of Protection for SSAA MUTUAL Members Firearms Protection is on ssaamutual.com.au for my reference.

MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION

and for just $35 you 
get $25,000 worth 

of firearms and fixed 
accessories cover. 

This application is made in full 
recognition of the Associations’ 
requirement for responsible and 
ethical behaviour. I undertake to 
do all in my power to preserve the 
good image of the sport and the 
Associations. I understand that 
members breaking the Code of 
Conduct and/or Social Media  
Policies may be subject to  
suspension or expulsion. Both can 
be found at ssaa.org.au/code

Print & Digital 
Australian 
Shooter

Digital only 
Australian 
Shooter

 Add the Australian Hunter 
to your membership  
annually for only

$34

$64 overseas

Tick the box to get four 
issues of Australia’s 
best hunting magazine 
delivered to your door

ADD THE HUNTER
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AUSTRALIAN SHOOTER is published monthly and is printed by IVE, 
83 Derby St, Silverwater, NSW 2128.

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc (SSAA Inc) is 
subject to the provisions of the National Privacy Act. We collect 
personal information from members of the Sporting Shooters’ 
Association of Australia in the various states and territories. Should 
you want a copy of the SSAA Inc Privacy Statement or seek further 
information please write to PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 5061.

Freelance contributions are welcome. We do, however, recommend 
that potential authors contact the office prior to story drafting. 
Manuscripts and digital files may be sent to the address shown above. 
No responsibility is taken for the loss or damage of manuscripts or 
photographic material. 

While the publishers exercise due care with regard to handloading 
data, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and/or omissions, 
or any damage suffered as a consequence.

Please note that certain firearm types and accessories advertised in 
the Australian Shooter may not be legally available in all states and 
territories. Please check with your local authorities before ordering. 
Neither the AS nor any of its advertisers accept responsibility in 
this matter. No text or photographs within the magazine may be 
republished, either electronically or in print, without the express 
written permission of the Editor.  
Copyright 2023.

Family First Aid Kit

Winchester 
Prize Pack

RRP $79.99

RRP $276.75

Send your full name, address 
and contact number inside an 
envelope to:Enter 

to win

Kindly donated by OzTrail	
oztrail.com.au

Kindly donated by Winchester Australia	
winchesteraustralia.com.au

Kindly donated by 
SSAA National
ssaa.org.au

Kindly donated by SSAA Online Shop 
onlineshop.ssaa.org.au

RRP $73.80

Australian Shooter 
September, 2023 
Winchester Prize Pack 
Darnell Douglas, VIC

Manfred + Cracco Watch - Vega
Craig Eiszele, TAS

Top Shots Mug 
Jessica Douglas, VIC

Juniors – Hat & Beany Pack 
Marco Baker Athanassiou, VIC

AWS20
WinchestHER Prize Pack 
Jennifer Baurhenn, NSW

Member-only competitions
WRITE TO PO BOX 2520, UNLEY, SA 5061 OR ENTER ONLINE

SCAN TO 
ENTER

(Name of competition)
SSAA National
PO Box 2520
Unley, SA 5061

OR

Go to ssaa.org.au
/our-media/competition

WINNERS!*COMPETITIONS CLOSE 
NOVEMBER 30

2023

Winchester Colombus T-shirt
Decibullz Custom Molded

Winchester MOA Cap 
Winchester Lunchbag
Winchester Rifle Gunslip	

SSAA Hat & Beanie Pack	

Juniors

The SSAA 
Top Shots Mug. 
It can't be bought. 
Want it? Win it!

Percussive Earplugs
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An Outdoor Life
WITH MARK VAN DEN BOOGAART

Among Friends

Recently, I was fortunate enough 
to be invited to the launch of 
the new Rigby Shikari big game 
hunting rifle at the Australian 

home of Rigby in Brisbane.  
It was my first event representing SSAA 

Publications, so I did my best cub reporter 
impersonation and armed myself with 
camera and note pad. Sorry, no press card at 
a cocky angle in my hat band, but I thought 
about it.

I arrived at the event with every inten-
tion of objectively representing all good 
gun writers everywhere. Then a strange 
thing happened.

I started to meet people, like Oz and 
Mark, both SSAA readers. After introduc-
tions, Oz mentioned that he had made a 
purchase based on my recommendation. 
I asked if I had got it right, and thankfully 
he answered yes. We then spoke about all 
things hunting, and Rigby rifles of course. 
It was a thoroughly enjoyable conversation, 
though I had to end it as I felt obliged to 
take a few pictures of the gear on display. 
While doing so I met Warren, another SSAA 
reader. Recognising me from my name tag, 
he mentioned that he read my column. 
Again, I asked if that was a good thing and 
yes it was. 

During the next 30 minutes I enjoyed 
several, not dissimilar conversations 
about guns, hunting, shooting and Rigby. 
Pinballing from one exchange to another I 
began to pick up on a theme, a whole bunch 
of different people sharing stories of hunt-
ing, adventure with classic rifles.

I eventually found myself in front of a rack 
filled with truly magnificent Rigby rifles. 
On display were already purchased guns, 
brought in and displayed by their proud 
owners. Standing next to the rack was Ross 
Vasta MP, Federal Member for Bonner.

Ross and I had a great chat about hunting, 
politics and this displayed Rigby rifles. Not 
long after, I saw my chance and cornered 
Tom Auger, son of the late David Auger of 
Queensland Gun Exchange (QGE) and host 
of the event. There aren’t too many of us 
North of the Tweed who didn’t, at one time 
or another, frequent QGE and when I did get 
a chance to speak with Tom, it was great to 
learn of his own vision for the business.

Finally, to Rigby itself. I managed to get 
a few minutes with Marc Newton, Manag-
ing Director of Rigby who had flown out 
from England for the event. As these things 
go, Marc and I initially crossed paths via 
Facebook back in 2018. He offered an open 
invitation to visit Rigby and in late 2019 
with the family I travelled to England. As 
part of our holiday, I took my eldest son on 
an overnight trip to London. 

It was a real adventure, we caught the 
train from the Midlands and the tube to the 
Natural History Museum.

When we did get inside, we visited the 
dinosaurs, stood under the enormous Blue 
Whale that hangs in the Hintze Hall and 
photo’d the statute of Frederick Courteney 
Selous, the famous British explorer, officer, 
hunter, conservationist and inspiration for 
the character of Allan Quatermain.

The next day we visited Rigby. With Marc 
away on business, we were given the grand 
tour of the gun room and workshop and gen-
erally looked after like royalty by the team.

It was with those fond memories that 
I spoke to Marc about Rigby, its place in 
Australian hunting and the future. Now 

while I’m obliged to write something about 
the new Rigby rifle, which will appear in a 
forthcoming issue, the night was defined 
not so much the gear, but the people. 

For all the differences, within the shoot-
ing and hunting it’s not hard to find commu-
nity. It’s a theme that has dominated much 
of my thinking this year, as I speak to more 
people than ever before.

While we live in different places, have dif-
fering and widely varying experiences and 
see things through our own eyes, it’s hard 
to deny the similarity that lies beneath.

I regard myself as a very lucky hunter 
and part of that luck has come from the con-
nections I’ve made. They have taken me far 
and wide and I know there are still plenty of 
places to visit, people to meet and game to 
pursue before I’m ready to hang it all up.





‘I’m covered’
Kerry, NSW

Today more than 80,000 SSAA members have their firearms and fixed accessories 
covered against loss, theft and damage. They are covered at home, at the range, while 
hunting and overseas for up to 28 days. Claims are settled for replacement value (up to 
5 years), assessed by an approved firearms dealer and settled promptly. Compare it to 
your Home and Contents Policy, which may have an excess greater than $100 and may 
only cover your firearms at home. Don’t risk another year without cover - Trust SSAA 
Mutual to safeguard your firearms and fixed accessories. 

HERE’S WHAT SSAA MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION CAN COVER:

Firearms &  
Accessories.

All privately owned 
firearms registered 
to the member and 
fixed accessories.

Coverage.

•  Accidental loss and damage of    
   the equipment (including whilst  
   in use, excluding chipping and  
   scratching of stock). 
•  Malicious damage. 

•  Collision or overturning  
    of the vehicle. 
•  Fire & extraneous perils.
•  Flood
•  Theft.

Not Covered.

Theft where the equipment was not stored in an approved gun safe as required by 
State or Territory authority, other than when the equipment is in use or away from 
the member’s premises. Where the member or any person or entity to whom the 
equipment has been entrusted to fails to comply with any law relating to storage, 
use or handling of the equipment.

Claims 
Settled  
Promptly

MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION

www.ssaaib.com.au

For only $35 get $25,000 worth of  
SSAA Members Firearms Protection.

Are you covered?Take up this 
offer with your 
next renewal  

or new 
membership.

Call (02) 8805 3900
Email: megan@ssaains.com.au 

Any commentary provided in the advertisement is general information which does not take into account your individual situation and you should consider SSAA Mutual’s Financial Services Guide 
and Statement of Protection (www.ssaaib.com.au) before deciding to become a member and to purchase and hold discretionary protection issued by SSAA Mutual Limited. ACN 655 675 862 S
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