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The ever-growing popularity of long-
range shooting disciplines has brought 
with it a greater array and availability 
of rifle optics and we’ve laid our hands 
on a superb top-end example in the 
Zeiss LRP S5, with reviewer Daniel 
O’Dea reporting: “This would be an 
ideal choice for those in the target 
market if the budget extends.”

How light can a hunting rifle 
realistically be? Well, John Rutkay 
has taken a deep dive into that very 
subject and researched it from top 
to bottom. Next month he’ll outline 
what he found, highlighting the pros 
and cons and reveal which rifle 
best suited the criteria and how it 
performed in the field.

To anyone who reloads their own 
ammunition, a chronograph is an 
essential piece of kit for precise 
load development and one of the 
latest options to hit the market is 
the Speedtracker Mach 4. Senior 
correspondent Geoff Smith has put it 
to the test and reckons it “…is a very 
well-designed, convenient and easy-
to-use device.”
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members strong
as of July 2023

T he Australian Shooter will be made 
available as both a digital and print 
publication from October, allowing 
SSAA’s state and territory mem-

bers to choose how they engage with the 
Association.

All members will receive the Australian 
Shooter in the new digital format, but those 
wishing to maintain their print copy of the 
magazine will need to pay an additional $15 
fee. This fee directly covers postage and 
printing costs that have increased signifi-
cantly in the past three years and are fore-
cast to continue this trend.

In deciding to make this change, the 
SSAA National Committee of Management 
was examining how members choose to 
interact with the Association and noted 
more people than ever before have been 
engaging with the SSAA via the website, 
e-newsletters, social media and YouTube. 
Expanding our digital offering allows us to 
cater to those who prefer to get their news 
and entertainment online via their com-
puter, tablet or mobile device.

A basic, static online version of the Aus-
tralian Shooter has been available for the 

best part of 10 years via the SSAA National 
website; however, a new advanced and 
interactive digital Australian Shooter will 
offer readers and advertisers additional 
benefits, connectivity and the flexibility that 
comes with accessing and receiving publi-
cations electronically.

It is a priority of Association, however, 
that we maintain the traditional hard copy 
of the Australian Shooter that so many of us 
enjoy and have done so for many decades. 

Some membership types will incur a 
small fee increase from October that will 
progressively apply as membership renew-
als come due. 

Junior memberships will remain the same 
at $27, with a digital and printed Australian 
Shooter included. Juniors are imperative to 
the SSAA and will receive both magazine 
formats. Adult memberships will increase 
from $95 to $100, with a digital Australian 
Shooter and a further $15 fee will apply to 
receive the print edition. Pensioner mem-
berships will incur a $3 increase to $75, 
which includes a digital Australian Shooter 
and will cost $90 with a printed Australian 
Shooter option.

Membership Fee including a Fee with a 
category digital Australian Shooter printed Australian Shooter

Adult $100 $115

Pensioner $75 $90

Junior $27 (includes both digital and print Australian Shooter) 
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The advice offered in this column is of a general nature and does not allow for individual situations. SSAAIB recommends 
that you obtain professional advice before proceeding with any insurance investment. SSAAIB accepts no liability for any 
actions by an individual to change their insurance plans without seeking professional advice.

Letters
WRITE TO PO BOX 2520, UNLEY, SA 5061 OR EMAIL EDIT@SSAA.ORG.AU

Insurance Q&A
SSAA GENERAL INSURANCE BROKERS
Send questions to: insurance@ssaains.com.au

Relics from a bygone age

I READ WITH interest Joe Norris’ article 
on his 577/450 Martini-Henry (Shooter, 
February 2023). In the 1960s I heard one 
of the stories my father told of his time 
shooting in the Parramatta area between 
1918 and 1923. He spoke of a range up 
Pennant Hills Road on the James Burns 
property (now The King’s School) and my 
father had shot at this range just after World 
War One using 577/450s and later 303s.

I visited the area with a friend and found 
evidence of a shooting mound on one 
side of the creek. On ferreting around we 
discovered some rolled brass cartridges 
while across the creek was a large sand-
stone outcrop with a flat surface showing 
evidence of hits from projectiles. After 
digging around the base of this rock we 
unearthed a few of those projectiles, a 
photo of which I’ve enclosed for anyone 
interested.

Simon Manchee, via email

Rights are now privileges

I READ WITH great interest Matthew God-
son’s 'Open Season' column on the confu-
sion surrounding duck season in South Aus-
tralia and Victoria (Shooter, March 2023). 
This happened in Queensland many years 
ago when it became more and more difficult 
to obtain a licence, from a time when you 
didn’t need one.

I saw this ‘progression’ as an erosion of 
our rights as shooters as governments of all 
persuasions have raised to an art form the 
removing of your rights then selling them 
back to you as a privilege. As a result we’re 
no longer able to shoot ducks or quail here 
in Queensland.

I often find it fascinating to see in the 
Sunday papers, photos  of people proudly 
displaying a fish they’ve killed though never 
a photo of a dead deer or a duck (imagine 
the hue and cry). I’ve often mused that if 
Jesus Christ had been a duck hunter and 
not a fisherman, things would be a whole lot 
different today.

Colin Howkins, Qld

A new lease of Life

I’M NOT ALONE in saying the monthly 
Jumbunna column is missed and John 
Dunn’s are big boots to fill, but I’m already 
loving 'An Outdoor Life' in its place. I’m 
happy to say the back page is still the first 
one I turn to when Australian Shooter 
arrives so congratulations and welcome 
Mark van den Boogaart and his size 13s!

Dan Gardner, Vic.

Reloading not an option

I READ BARRY Wilmot’s reloading article 
with interest (Shooter, March 2023) and 
while agreeing with most of his points, I 
feel I do need to offer a different perspec-
tive. It’s obvious to anyone in the shooting 
community that factory ammunition has 
increased in price while becoming harder to 
source in some localities and calibres.

It’s also well known from a reloader’s 
perspective that supplies of powder and 
primers have been largely unavailable for 
two years, especially with regard to pistol 
calibres. Rifle primers have been out of 
stock across the Hunter Valley and most 
Sydney gunshops for more than 12 months. 
This means that for many shooters, 
reloading is unavailable and the only option 
they have to meet the legally required 
levels of shooting attendances is to resort 
to using factory ammunition.

Simon Errock, via email

Q I’m a firearms collector and want to 
organise cover for my items beyond 

the standard $25,000 SSAA Members’ Fire-
arms Protection. How do I arrange this?

A SSAA members can include cover for 
their registered firearms and fixed 

accessories to the value of $25,000 through 
the SSAA Mutual Members’ Firearms 
Protection, though there are options to top 

this up by a further $50,000 or $100,000. To 
obtain the new Top-Up cover for high-value 
firearms and collections, firstly ensure you 
have the $25,000 SSAA Mutual Members’ 
Firearms Protection, available for $35.

You can then contact SSAAIB direct and 
opt to increase your coverage by a further 
$50,000 or $100,000. The annual premium 
for this is around $250 per $50,000 of addi-
tional cover, however this premium will 

vary slightly depending on which state or 
territory you live in. For more information 
and to help you through the process, con-
tact SSAA Insurance Brokers on 1800 808 
608 or visit ssaaib.com.au

http://www.ssaaib.com.au
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Open Season
WITH MATTHEW GODSON

True Class 5 Hearing Protec�on

Agents throughout Australia 
& New Zealand

Ph: (07) 3820 2533  -   Email: info@earmold.com.au

True custom made shooters hearing 
protec�on. Custom made on the spot & 
ready the same day. Ul�mate in comfort & 
highest rated protec�on with up to 40.5dB 
reduc�on at 4000Hz. Removes background 
noise & the crack from the shot while s�ll 
having situa�onal
awareness. 

         CENS Digital custom  
      electronic hearing  
                    protec�on. Amplifies     
               the sounds around you 
and cuts off when sound is 
detected above 81dB then sound 
returns when it’s clear & safe. Up 
to 5 different modes for all 
disciplines of shoo�ng 
plus wireless 
communica�ons. 

www.earmold.com.au

A n article in The Conversation by 
wildlife ecologist Benjamin Allen 
explores the 10 reasons why 
humans kill animals and why 

we cannot avoid it. It is a summary of a 
larger body of work published in a journal. 
Although some types of animal killings are 
questionable, many forms are inescapable 
because they are a necessary part of life 
of what Dr Allen describes as humanity’s 
involvement in a single, functioning, finite 
global food web.

There are 10 main reasons humans kill 
animals. These are: 
1. Wild harvest or food acquisition - 

killing wild animals for meat. 
2. Human health and safety - reac-

tively killing an animal when it attacks. 
3. Agriculture and aquaculture - kill-

ing that occurs in the global meat 
industries or killing required to pro-
duce crops. 

4. Urbanisation and industrialisation - 
clearing bushland to build homes. 

5. Wildlife control - killing introduced 
animals. 

6. Threatened species conservation 
- unintentionally killing animals when 
relocating them. 

7. Recreation, sport or entertainment 
- trophy hunting or bull fighting, and 
animal killing required to feed domes-
tic pets. 

8. Mercy or compassion - euthanising 
an animal hit by a car. 

9. Cultural and religious practice - 
animal sacrifice during the religious 
celebration. 

10. Research, education and testing - 
laboratory use of rodents or primates.

As we know, there are people out there 
that are critical of animal use and killing. 
We regular hear from those who want hunt-
ing banned. Some are opposed on moral 
grounds; some claim animals should have 
equal rights to humans and others just 
simply view any animal killing as cruel. 
These views are somewhat valid, but the 
fact is in most cases killing is unavoidable 
in an ecological sense. Killing is a behaviour 
that is consistent with the human preda-
tory and competitive roles that we play in 
the global food web. Most of the reasons 
we kill animals are behaviours intended to 
improve our prospects for acquiring food or 
to enhance our lives. These objectives are 
the same for any sentient animal.

Dr Allen suggests that a no-killing life-
style is a physical and ecological impos-
sibility - even when people who deem it 
unacceptable to kill animals argue that you 
can eliminate or greatly reduce this through 
lifestyle and diet changes. The futility of 
these choices and the situation is that most 
plant foods and crops are from lands where 
animals have been displaced or killed. 

While these people may temporar-
ily reduce the number of animals killed 
through their animal-free diet, human popu-
lation growth will continue to expand. With 
that growth, more land will be required 
to meet food requirements. At this point 
humans will directly and indirectly kill 
animals again or run the risk of dying them-
selves. The need for space for a growing 

population to live will result in habitat loss 
that also kills animals.

Even if a human tried to opt for a no-
killing existence by living in a cave in the 
forest and just eating wild berries and 
mushrooms, they still live inside a food 
web. That means they are still competing 
with other animals for finite resources. The 
result is that other animals may suffer and 
die because of the human’s use of food and 
space.

Dr Allen maintains that the overall 
necessity of animal killing is an unavoid-
able reality for the whole of humanity. Both 
direct and indirect forms of animal killing 
will remain. Everyone needs to accept that 
human existence on Earth is dependent on 
animal killing and the focus should be on 
not whether an animal is killed but animal 
welfare and sustainability.

Humans are the only animals that have 
an ethical and moral conscience. We have 
a responsibility to assume a stewardship 
role over animals to ensure that we deliver 
good welfare outcomes. Attention should be 
focused on improving the lives of animals 
to a greater extent than trying to prevent 
humans from killing them altogether. As 
hunters, we should understand the com-
plexity of this situation. That is why we 
want to protect habitats, maintain sustain-
able populations, and take 
responsibility of harvesting 
our own food.

A tangled Human-animal food web 

Send questions to:  
wildlife@ssaa.org.au
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26 Proudly distributed by

sporting.nioa.com.au
www.remarms.com

MODEL 783 SYNTHETIC
Available in a range of calibres. 
Introducing the Remington model 783 Synthetic.   
The perfect companion for hunters and shooters seeking reliability and 
value. Engineered with precision and built for durability, this firearm is 
designed to deliver exceptional performance in any conditions. 

Whether you’re pursuing big game or hitting the range, trust in 
Remington’s legacy of quality and experience.

ROCK  SOLID  RELIABILITY

Find a dealer
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Reloading
WITH BARRY WILMOT

R ifling is a crucial component of 
modern firearm design serving 
to enhance accuracy, range and 
overall performance. It refers to 

those spiral grooves cut into the interior of 
a barrel, imparting spin to the projectile as 
it’s fired. This spinning motion stabilises 
the bullet’s trajectory, increasing accuracy 
and allowing it to maintain stability over 
longer distances. Rifling has revolutionised 
the effectiveness of firearms and is widely 
used in numerous types of guns today.

The concept of rifling dates back hun-
dreds of years with early experiments and 
developments recorded in the 15th century, 
though it wasn’t until the mid-19th century 
it became more standardised and widely 
adopted. The advent of rifling coincided 
with the development of more accurate and 
powerful ammunition, resulting in signifi-
cant advancements in firearm technology. 
The rifling process involves cutting spiral 
grooves into the bore of the barrel, these 
grooves forming a series of raised ridges 
(lands) which alternate with the grooves, 
the number, depth and width of these vary-
ing depending on specific firearm design 
and calibre.

The primary purpose of rifling is to 
induce spin on the projectile or bullet. 
As the bullet travels down the barrel it 
engages with the rifling, causing it to rotate, 
this action creating gyroscopic stability 
which prevents the bullet from tumbling or 
veering off its intended path. Without rifling 
the bullet would be subject to unpredict-

Putting the spin in modern firearms

able and unstable flight, severely affecting 
accuracy.

There are different types of rifling used 
in firearms, including the most common 
types of cut rifling and button rifling. The 
former involves cutting grooves into the 
barrel using a broach, while the latter uses 
a button with a reverse image of the rifling 
pattern that’s pushed through the barrel, 
imprinting the grooves. Both methods are 
effective and widely employed in firearm 
manufacturing.

The choice of twist rate is another impor-
tant consideration, this referring to the 
distance a bullet must travel to complete 
one full revolution. It’s usually expressed 
as a ratio such as 1:10 or 1:7, indicating that 
the bullet completes one rotation every 10 
or seven inches in the barrel. The twist rate 
is determined by factors like bullet weight, 
calibre and intended use of the firearm, eg 
longer, heavier bullets generally require a 

faster twist to stabilise properly.
The advantages of rifling are numerous 

with the primary benefit being improved 
accuracy, as the spinning motion reduces 
the effects of environmental factors such as 
wind drift, helping maintain a more predict-
able trajectory. Rifling also enhances the 
range of a firearm by ensuring the bullet 
retains its stability and velocity over longer 
distances. Additionally, it allows for the 
effective use of certain types of ammunition 
such as hollow-point or armour-piercing 
rounds. These specialised projectiles rely 
on the stability provided by rifling to per-
form optimally, ensuring reliable expansion 
or penetration on impact.

In conclusion, rifling plays a vital role 
in firearm technology as by imparting a 
rotational spin on the projectile, it stabilises 
its flight and so greatly improves accuracy 
and range. Rifling has become a standard 
feature on modern firearms, revolutionis-
ing their effectiveness and expanding their 
potential applications. Whether it’s for 
sporting use, police or military, the imple-
mentation of rifling has had a profound 
impact on the performance and capabilities 
of firearms through the ages.

The invention of rifling has made firearms more 
accurate.

AUSTRALIAN

WOMEN’S
SHOOTER

What’s in Issue20

Issue 20 inside members’
Australian Shooter this month and 

online at  ssaa.org.au/women

We cover the advantages women 
have as competitive shooters and 
how to capitalise on them

Advantages for women shooters

Connecting with culture
Mother and daughter continue 
a strong family legacy of hunting 
and shooting

Bergara BA13TD rifle review
Montse Jaime turns to her 
BA13TD rifle in .308 for hunting 
medium-sized game

Jewel of the wild
Move from meek diet 

back to meat suits chef 
Shauna
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NEW 243W & 6.5CM CALIBRES ARE NOW IN STOCK!NEW 243W & 6.5CM CALIBRES ARE NOW IN STOCK!NEW 243W & 6.5CM CALIBRES ARE NOW IN STOCK!

Track the BRX1
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Clay Target Q&A
WITH RUSSELL MARK

Q I need some guidance for my young-
est son who’s been bitten by the clay 

target bug and loves Sporting Clays and 
Skeet. I’ve always been a field shooter but 
recently took the kids on holiday to Mel-
bourne where my son had a shot at a regis-
tered range in both disciplines and wants to 
continue this at home. I’m happy to join him 
up at a serious club where he can compete 
regularly but is there an ideal way to prac-
tise any of the clay disciplines, as they all 
seem so different?
Alan Kohler, Qld.

A The short answer, Alan, is no, there 
isn’t a ‘one size fits all’ way to set up a 

training schedule for everyone. I’m assum-
ing from the above that your boy is fairly 
new at this, so the one thing I would ask 
you to do is ensure he has the basic fun-
damentals right. I’m talking about stance, 
head positioning on the stock and shoulder, 
keeping his eyes parallel when his head is 
on the comb of the gun and, of course, make 
sure the shotgun fits him, particularly in 
its stock length and height. Use a pattern 
board to confirm it shoots straight, as the 
number of people with no real idea where 
their shotgun actually shoots never fails to 
amaze me.

Once you have these fundamentals under 
control you can start to tailor a training 
plan. Regardless of whether it’s Sporting 
Clays or Skeet, start recording his practice 
rounds and take note of any targets he 

seems to have a weakness in. If he contin-
ues to miss a ‘springing teal’ or ‘high four’ 
then try to arrange access to a range where 
he can practise these specifically until he 
can build some confidence.

Once he feels he can competently hit 
most targets then lay down some practice 
goals for him. Set a score in each round 
he’ll have to work hard to achieve, bearing 
in mind it’s pointless saying he needs to hit 
24 or 25 when the best he’s ever done is 
18. Set realistic benchmarks and when he 
conquers them raise the bar slightly.

If you can, a great training drill is making 
him repeat any missed target three times 
in succession before he’s allowed to con-
tinue the round. Drills like this can be hard 
to implement if you just practise shooting 
round after round with a squad of guys who 
simply want to have fun and get to the bar 
as soon as possible, so you may have to ask 
for some favours from club management. 
Too many times I see young shooters blow-
ing away countless rounds just for the sake 
of shooting clays. It’s an expensive enough 
sport as it is without going to the range to 
simply practise your mistakes.

You have to be a little careful setting 
drills and goals on every round as it’s 
important your boy enjoys the sport, which 
is why I like to vary my drills so I have 
some pressure mixed with the fun aspect. 
Shoot some stressful ‘miss and out’ simula-
tions with him, as sooner or later he’ll be 
faced with this scenario in competition to 

take home the prize, so it makes sense 
to prepare him for that reality. Give him a 
chance to shoot a round without any ‘hands-
on’ coaching too, as it’s just as important he 
learns to try new things for himself as he 
won’t always have you to fall back on.

Teaching your children to shoot correctly 
is one of the great pleasures in life. I can 
honestly say I’ve had more fun watching my 
children battle each other when they go to 
the range or at my property on the banks of 
the Darling River. Neither have aspirations 
to compete at the Olympics, though both 
have a huge competitive streak and I admit 
one of the best experiences I’ve had was 
when they both actually beat me one day (I 
learned then they didn’t inherit my humil-
ity!). Good luck with it, I know you’ll both 
enjoy the journey.

Questions to:       
Russell@GoShooting.com.au
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Carbon Fibre Rifle Stocks – $1,579 RRP

The Altitude series stock is designed for the hunter or 
shooter that wants to save weight on their ri�e 
without sacri�cing strength, durability and still have 
a full-�gured stock. Utilizing layers of carbon �bre 
with a lightweight super strong �ll and weighing in 
at less than 700grams is what sets the Altitude series 
above its �berglass injection moulded counterparts. 
All stocks include bedded pillars. Tikka stocks 
include steel recoil lug. As featured in Australian 
Shooters “Dream-Makers” ri�e build.

Available inlets for Tikka T3(x), Sako 85 and Rem 
700. Other inlets available on Special Order. Also 
available to purchase through our Dealer Network.

Since 1925 the name Lothar Walther has become a 
hallmark of quality and innovation. Their button-ri�ed 
barrels steel �ll the needs of shooters with modest 
requirement for hunting to those that compete at the 
highest international level.

Please contact our workshop for barrel �tting service 
and pricing. Barrel blanks and Pre-Fit T1x and CZ 
455/457 barrels available to purchase through our 
Dealer Network.

Our expert team of gunsmiths & technicians 
are dedicated to only providing the best 
quality components and service for your 
gunsmithing requirements.

MESA T3 Pillar Bedded
Carbon Fibre Stock

Mojave Textured
Camo Pattern

Alpine Camo

Black

Glacier Camo

MOAB

Timberline

Western Slope

To see our continually growing list of services:

berettaaustralia.com.au/workshop

Find your nearest participating dealer at:

berettaaustralia.com.au/dealer-locator

NEW BRANDS ADDED!

SERVICES
GUNSMITH & WORKSHOP

BERETTA AUSTRALIA

SERVICES
GUNSMITH & WORKSHOP

BERETTA AUSTRALIA

SERVICES
GUNSMITH & WORKSHOP

BERETTA AUSTRALIA

SERVICES
GUNSMITH & WORKSHOP

BERETTA AUSTRALIA

Proudly distributed by
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Q I’m new to shooting and recently 
bought a Brno .22 which I intend to 

use mostly for rabbit shooting. I’ve had 
lots of advice from different people about 
what sort of scope I should fit to the rifle, at 
what range I should sight it in and the best 
ammunition to use. As a result I’m a little 
confused about which way to go and would 
appreciate some clear direction on how to 
achieve the best results from my rifle.
Justin Morris, via email

A Justin, there are no hard-and-fast rules 
to be followed when it comes to setting 

up a rimfire rabbit rifle because, as you’ve 
found out, everyone has their own ideas. 
One way or another they’re probably all 
right, it’s just that what suits one person 
and where they shoot might not be what 
someone else needs in another place.

My rabbit rifle has worn a vintage 6x 
Pecar Champion scope for many years and 
has never let me down. If you’re spotlight-
ing you may need something with a large 
objective lens which provides a higher level 
of light transmission but don’t go overboard 
in terms of magnification. Whatever scope 
you choose it must be set up solidly on the 
rifle, so good mounts are essential. I have 
the Pecar set up in Warne steel mounts but 
there are many other brands which are just 
as reliable.

My rifle is sighted in at 50 metres as that’s 
the distance I’ve found to be best suited to 
the gully country I usually hunt where a 
‘long’ shot is 70 metres. In more open coun-

Q Thanks to Paul Miller for answering 
my question on Vectan 206-V shotgun 

powder last month. Now I have another 
couple of questions, if that’s okay. I have 
a lot of lead shot to use up which Dad and 
I have had since the 1970s in 6, 4, 7½ and 
SGs. Could I use this for 11/8oz loads also? 
I’m thinking eight pellets of SG in a 1oz 
load would be fine.
Fred Payne, via email

TOP SHOTS
Got a question - ask our?John Dunn • Paul Miller • Geoff Smith • Barry Wilmot • Rod Pascoe                       email: edit@ssaa.org.au

try you may need to push the sighting dis-
tance a little further out but that’s something 
you’ll have to learn as you go.

When it comes to ammunition every 
rimfire is a law unto itself and the only 
way to find out which ammo shoots best in 
your rifle is to try it all. I’ve long used Win-
chester Subsonic hollow-points in my rifle 
for two reasons. In the first place it’s accu-
rate and off the bench will routinely shoot 
10-12mm groups at 50 metres, which is 
about as well as I can hold anyway. It’s also 
quieter than high velocity ammunition and 
won’t disturb other animals, often allowing 
several shots to be taken around a burrow 
or feeding area before the bunnies wake up 
to the fact all is not well.

There’s nothing mystical about setting 
up your Brno. Just use common-sense 
and enjoy the experience to have the rifle 
shooting the way you want it to, not what 
your mates reckon. And if you need to 
change things around later then at least 
you’ve learned something.
John Dunn

Everyone has their own ideas about the best 
set-up for a rabbit rifle.

A That’s a nice position to find yourself 
in. Your dad obviously loved shooting 

and that’s a stash of very useful lead shot 
- I’m a bit jealous. Vectan 206-V is a fast 
powder so I’d be inclined to err on the side 
of safety and stick with 1oz. From my expe-
rience at the pattern plate, the 28-gram 
(1oz) loads often pattern better than the 
1oz anyway and this is certainly the case 
for me and my competition guns and clay 
target loads using 7½s and 8s.

I think the same would hold true with 
bigger pellets. It’s hard to explain exactly 
why this phenomenon can occur, except 
to say the lighter loads with a few less 
shot pellets are a little more square to the 
12-gauge bore and the shot is probably not 
jostled around and therefore deformed as 
much in the lighter load on the way up the 
barrel. A 1oz load with any of these shot 
sizes and intelligent use of choke will do the 
business where the particular shot size and 
game are appropriately matched. I wouldn’t 
want to be a close-range pig on the receiv-
ing end of eight SGs through a tightish 
choke!

As you doubtless know the 6s and 4s are 
great first and second barrel loads for rab-
bits and I’ve found 1oz loads with these shot 
sizes work just fine, while 1oz of 4s from a 
tight choke will flatten foxes at reasonable 
ranges if you do your bit, perfect for whis-
tling up those otherwise crafty red devils. 
Get into your loading, have some fun and 
see if the above theories work for you too.
Paul Miller

Q I enjoy your column and insightful 
answers and the whole magazine in 

total, but I ask your help in settling a ques-
tion. I have had a discussion with a friend 
based on what I thought I read in a Barry 
Wilmot column regarding the relationship 
between .30-06 and .223 development. I 
thought I read that the .223 was a scaled 
down version of .30-06 and would appreci-
ate a definitive answer to settle this quan-
dary. Thank you.
Dale Stephan
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A Your family heirloom is certainly a ter-
rific keepsake, Damian. Brothers James 

and William Tolley were gunmakers based 
in Birmingham, starting in 1859 at 22 St 
Mary’s Row then moving to Loveday Street 
from 1878-1910. The company was bought 
out by Holloway & Naughton in 1911 and 
operated until 1956, apparently still making 
guns under the name of J.W. Tolley (the 
brothers had previously opened a London 
outlet in 1882 in Conduit St, just off Regent 
St).

Your gun with its two barrels has been 
proofed for black powder only and the proof 
marks reveal it was made between 1887 
and 1896. The action uses Anson & Dee-
ley’s patented boxlock design and Deeley’s 
patented ejectors, as well as a heavy duty 
top locking system which I believe was 
patented by the Tolley family. At the time of 
manufacture this gun would’ve been as up-
to-date as you could get! However, please 
don’t try to fire it with modern cartridges 
as it does have Damascus barrels and hasn’t 
been proofed for smokeless propellant.
Geoff Smith

A Hi Dale. In the late 1950s, the United 
States military wanted to replace its 

.30-06 Springfield cartridge with a lighter, 
high-velocity cartridge for its small arms. 
In response, Remington Arms and Fairchild 
Industries began experimenting with vari-
ous designs. They drew inspiration from 
the popular .222 Remington round that was 
virtually a scaled down version of the .30-06 
cartridge, which was supremely accurate 
and already in production. To achieve the 
required specifications to give a 55gr pro-
jectile a terminal velocity of 1080fps at 500 
yards, the .222 Remington case had to be 
modified and lengthened to accommodate 
more powder. This was done in 1964, so the 
.223 Remington, as it was called, was offi-
cially introduced in that year, 1964.
Barry Wilmot

Q I have a Remington 700 in .222 calibre. 
Factory-loaded ammunition is becom-

ing increasingly harder to find in .222 and 
these days I don’t do enough shooting to 
justify handloading. One brand of factory 
ammo which seems to be more readily 
available in .222 is PPU (Prvi Partizan) and 
it’s also reasonably priced. My question is: 
How good is this ammunition? I’ve read 
mixed reviews with some people saying 
it’s ‘dirty and smokey’ and has questionable 
accuracy.
Bruce Milligan, via email

A There are still a number of manufac-
tures producing .222 Remington ammu-

nition however, as you and everyone else 
has been experiencing, availability has been 
a problem for near on five years as import-
ers have been suffering supply chain issues. 
Under normal circumstances we’re blessed 
with a wide range of ammunition products 
and most importers still list the popular 
.222 Remington in their catalogues. Names 
like Hornady, Remington, Norma, Win-
chester, Fiocchi and PPU as you mention 
are all listed but not all necessarily in stock.

A friend uses PPU ammo with a 50gr 

pointed soft point projectile in his .222 and 
swears by it in terms of performance and, 
as a bonus, his local gunshop has some 
in stock. My friend didn’t say PPU was 
particularly dirty or smokey, though you 
mention you’ve read mixed reviews and 
this is only natural, as no two rifles will 
necessarily perform the same way with the 
same ammo.

What I suggest is you bite the bullet 
(pardon the pun) and buy a packet of PPU 
and any other brand you can lay your hands 
on, the more the better, and try them out 
for yourself. I know it’s not answering your 
question directly, Bruce, but as you’re no 
longer handloading you’ll have to find a 
brand, bullet-type and weight which suits 
your purposes.
Rod Pascoe

Q I  have a question about my family 
shotgun, a J.W. Tolley complete with 

two sets of barrels and fowling case which 
my great, great-grandfather brought to Aus-
tralia when he migrated here from England. 
I can’t find much info on the manufacturer 
and I’d love some details, though I’m hesi-
tant to fire the gun with modern shells as 
the barrels are Damascus. The stock was 
shortened slightly as my grandfather wasn’t 
overly tall. I’ve included some photos  and 
the monogram initials were for Charles Ste-
phen Meacham. 
Damian Allen, via email
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G enerally a mancave is a highly 
individual space where a bloke 
(hence the prefix ‘man’) can feel 
at home, surrounded by things of 

interest whether they be football, fishing, 
motor sports or hunting. In some cases 
it can be a separate part of the house or a 
shed, removed from others usually due to 
lack of mutual interest or simply a setting 
of deliberate solitude. I have a shed which 
contains many diversions and apart from a 
few trophies awaiting purpose in the after-
life, it’s more a place of organised chaos 
with a collection of ‘stuff’ including tools 
(work reminders), a workbench and car bits 
which offer no room for solitude or comfort.

Thankfully my family and I share a 
common bond for hunting and shooting in 
general so when we embarked on a new 
house build a few years ago, there were 
some important considerations made during 

the design process for an all-inclusive 
trophy-style lounge room. I’ve numerous 
trophies which now call our walls home 
with a few that come with fascinating back-
grounds and some which have exceeded 
all expectations of adventure. Many have 
already been the subject of published 
contributions but one in particular has 
escaped . . . until now.

But before I tell his story I’d like to pass 
on my knowledge of how he and the others 
came to reside on our walls today. Our goal 
was to create a comfortable living/trophy 
room where, when enjoying some down-
time in front of the modern-day campfire 
(TV), we could be surrounded by memories 
of our hunting adventures without them 
staring us in the face.

About 90 per cent of modern homes 
would have 2.4m ceilings (roughly 8ft) and 
at this height a large-antlered red stag, or 

in my case rusa stag, would be positioned 
level or at best just above eye height. This 
for us wasn’t ideal as we wanted vacant and 
clean ‘eye height’ wall space without having 
to duck or walk around the trophies.

Originally we designed a full-height 
raking ceiling but with a 25-degree roof 
pitch we’d have ended up with a void 
reaching almost 7m which would’ve been 
the perfect environment for spiders and 
insects to call home and way out of cleaning 
reach. So the decision was made to drop 
half the rake and flatten the ceiling to 4.2m, 
allowing trophies to be tastefully displayed 
above us and easily within reach to clean 
and remove from the wall.

Considerations
For trophies to be mounted securely to 
the wall they must be fastened to some 
kind of timber such as studs and noggings. 

H
U

N
TER'S MANCAVE

The Moluccan monarch
Wrapping up our series, Chris Redlich 
recalls a mancave in the making 
and the trophy of a lifetime

Finished wall complete 
with trophies.
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Standard stud spacings are at 450mm 
centres and depending on the height of your 
wall, noggings are placed halfway. For non-
builders, a wall stud is the vertical support 
that sheeting is fastened to and noggings 
are horizontal pieces to help stiffen the 
studs which are fixed to horizontal timbers 
called wall plates.

The plates on standard ceilings won’t 
concern a trophy installer but our 4.2m 
height needed two frames which meant 
we had a row of plates at 2.7m. If you have 
access to the design process on a new-
build, it’s good to have input into where 
extra timber can be placed for trophy 
fastening and to ensure measurements of 
stud spacing are recorded prior to sheeting. 

My wife drew a map of the room and we 
measured the centres of studs that would 
likely be used for mounting and recorded 
what direction we measured from.

For heavy trophies I use a large batten 
screw for strength and pre-drill a hole into 
the wall/stud prior to screwing. For lighter 
trophies usually a heavy gauge 3" nail will 
suffice and in steel-framed homes a fine 
thread screw suitable for steel and not 
timber is needed. Importantly, on homes 
built before 1990, identify the wall sheeting 
before drilling as there may be asbestos 
present which requires expert advice on 
safe handling.

For ceilings around 2.4m the height of a 
deer’s antlers will determine how high it 

will need to be though generally the higher 
the better. If you want the antlers as close 
as possible to the ceiling, remember to 
consider the amount of space required to lift 
the trophy before fixing to the wall screw or 
you’ll end up with holes in the ceiling.

If wall space is at a premium, position 
trophies in such a way they don’t look clut-
tered, taking care with head directions and 
conflicting antlers. Our lounge has plenty 
of room so we were able to spread the 
trophies out and while I don’t think I’ll ever 
use all the wall space in my lifetime, I’m 
looking forward to trying!

A trophy’s story
One stag which proudly sits high on the 

Note the wall studs, 
horizontal top and 
bottom plates and 4.2m 
ceiling.

Measuring and logging 
stud widths and, inset, stud 
measurements noted for future 
mounting reference.

Hunter's mancave

The rusa stands tall 
against another 
monarch.

Chamois and fallow deer over 
the kitchen and dining area.
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Made by the best. Sourced by us. Built by you. 
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Over $5,000 in Prizes to be WON!*
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wall is my rusa, whose story until now has 
largely gone unnoticed. It’s hard to believe 
he was taken 16 years ago but I remember 
the hunt as if it was yesterday. “Please turn 
that thing off,” I said to the guide politely 
as the beep from his video camera almost 
spooked the deer. We’d successfully closed 
a 400m gap undetected from first sighting 
on a bachelor mob of Moluccan rusa stags, 
to within critical shooting distance of 100m 
and stealth was now paramount. Any move-
ment or noise was a concern and my guide 
expressed his disappointment when I told 
him I’d prefer to shoot a stag than have 
footage of their fleeing rear ends.

The stags milled around, chewing the 
cud on a patch of winter grass while others 
rested and thankfully didn’t stray. This 
turned out to be a dream situation though 
they remained alert and while we stayed 
undetected, they peered intently in our 
direction with antlers like I’d never seen 
before bobbing up and down. The deer 
appeared suspicious but not alarmed and 

after lying prone glassing through my 
new Leupold Golden Ring binoculars, our 
necks were crying out for relief. The guide 
assured me I’d more patience than others 
as I turned to him with a grin: “Check out 
the big fella on the right.”

Still enjoying a favourable wind in our 
faces, a stag came into view on its own and 
I knew he was the one. This monarch was 
even and typical of a rusa’s six points but he 
had bonus basal snags, strips of dried velvet 
and noticeable pearling on the main beams. 
On closer inspection as the antlers flashed 
above the grass-line I noticed a hollow tip 
on the right antler. Appearing larger than 
the others by comparison, I wasn’t going 
to let the hollow tip deter me and decided 
it added character. My focus remained on 
the big rusa and all I needed was for him to 
stand up and offer a clear shot.

Two hours of pain changed in an instant 
when we felt the breeze on our backs as 
the tips of the grass bent towards the deer 
along with our unwelcome scent. With 

suspicions confirmed the deer propped, 
looked directly at us and turned for a hasty 
retreat. My sights were on the big stag as 
his shoulder presented and he was the last 
to bolt. I beat him to the draw as I ignored 
the pins and needles in my arm and fired 
the 7mm-08. He disappeared on death legs 
momentarily until we found him in the next 
gully and anchored him for keeps.

What lay before us didn’t suffer ground 
shrinkage, a genuine ‘cracker’ of a stag 
considering he was a smaller-bodied 
Moluccan rusa yet still a monster compared 
to the larger Javan genes and one that 
rewarded our hard work. Officially scored 
he equalled No.41 of Australia’s top 50 rusa 
stags at the time. I had him respectfully 
mounted the way he faced when I shot him 
and after many trips accompanying our taxi-
dermist for display at shows along the east 
coast, he now stands tall on the mancave 
wall. .

Hunter's mancave

A hard won rusa stag 
destined for the wall.
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MAGNUM

19 Babbage Rd
Roseville Chase NSW 2069

MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
SAT: 8am - 3pm

ADDRESS: 19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE: 02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311 www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS:
MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 
SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery*

BACK PACKS
2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $335

Chargemaster Dispenser $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals) $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool   $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale   $95

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale  $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bi-Pod $125

Pivot Bi-Pod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69 

RANGEFINDERS
RX-600 $285

RX-750TBR $405

RX-1000 $485

RX-1000TBR $550

SCOPES
VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40 $325

VX-I 3-9x50 $420

VX-I 4-12x40 $420

VX-II 1-4x20 $420

VX-II 2-7x33 $420

VX-II 3-9x40 $460

VX-II 3-9x50 $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO $620

VX-II 4-12x50 $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20 $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32 $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36 $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40 $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50 $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50 $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT $1335

Call us for the best prices 
on other products

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600 --------------------------- $275
RX- 750TBR ---------------------- $370
RX- I000 --------------------------- $445
RX- I000TBR --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33 ----------------------- $275
VX-I 3-9x40 ---------------------- $295
VX-I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380
VX-I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x40 --------------------- $380
VX-II 3-9x50 --------------------- $475
VX-II 4-12x40 AO --------------- $560
VX-II 4-12x50 -------------------- $595
VX-II 6-18x40 AO---------------- $635
VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT --------- $690
VX-3 1.5-5x20 -------------------  $525
VX-3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525
VX-3 2.5-8x36 -------------------- $525
VX-3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615
VX-3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700
VX-3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700
VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO ------------- $750
VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR--------------- $835
VX-3 4.5-14x50 ------------------ $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR -------------- $915
VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO ------------- $860
VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR ------------  $910
VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR--------------- $915
VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT ------  $1055
VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375
Chargemaster Dispenser $415
Chargemaster Combo $670
FL Die Sets (most cals) $70
Pro-melt Furnace $710
Vibratory Case Cleaner $155
Electronic Digital Calipers $120
Uniflow Powder Measure $160
Hand Priming Tool $90
Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $195
Trim Mate Case Prep Centre $255
RC-130 Reloading Scale $110
RC Supreme Master Kit $599
Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345
2800 $415
4500 $720
Diablo $240
Hyper Hydro $179
Hyper Vent $310
Monster Fanny $215
Nanno Fanny $120
Reactor $159
Superday $299
Terra Glide Duffel $430
Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220
Rock Jnr Rest $125
Rock Comp Rest $380
Lead Sled Plus $320
Fire Control Rest $455
Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135
Electronic Calipers $79
Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125
Pivot Bipod $175
Front Leather Bag $65
Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

DEALERS LICENCE NO: 409564311

PH: 02 9882 2689

www.magnumsports.com.au
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

ADDRESS: 19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE: 02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311

www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS:

MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 

SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery*

BACK PACKS

2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $335

Chargemaster Dispenser $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals) $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool   $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale   $95

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL

DS750 Digital Scale  $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE

Standard Bi-Pod $125

Pivot Bi-Pod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69 

RANGEFINDERS

RX-600 $285

RX-750TBR $405

RX-1000 $485

RX-1000TBR $550

SCOPES
VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40 $325

VX-I 3-9x50 $420

VX-I 4-12x40 $420

VX-II 1-4x20 $420

VX-II 2-7x33 $420

VX-II 3-9x40 $460

VX-II 3-9x50 $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO $620

VX-II 4-12x50 $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20 $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32 $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36 $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40 $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50 $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50 $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT $1335

Call us for the best prices 

on other products

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600 --------------------------- $275

RX- 750TBR ---------------------- $370

RX- I000 --------------------------- $445

RX- I000TBR --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33 ----------------------- $275

VX-I 3-9x40 ---------------------- $295

VX-I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380

VX-I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x50 --------------------- $475

VX-II 4-12x40 AO --------------- $560

VX-II 4-12x50 -------------------- $595

VX-II 6-18x40 AO---------------- $635

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT --------- $690

VX-3 1.5-5x20 -------------------  $525

VX-3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525

VX-3 2.5-8x36 -------------------- $525

VX-3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615

VX-3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO ------------- $750

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR--------------- $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 ------------------ $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR -------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO ------------- $860

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR ------------  $910

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR--------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT ------  $1055

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375

Chargemaster Dispenser $415

Chargemaster Combo $670

FL Die Sets (most cals) $70

Pro-melt Furnace $710

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool $90

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $195

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale $110

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125

Pivot Bipod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

$15 flat rate post 
on any order 
anywhere in 

Australia

NSW Compliant CZ Shadow 2s 
Back in Stock

Canik Clearance Limited Stock

New FX Panthera

Call for pricing and 
availability on other FX 
Models, Heaps available

Very limited stock

No lay-by available on 
these limited time specials.

Webley & Scott 
Xocet Rimfire. German made 22lr and 

22wmr, 19" carbon fiber barrel, 10 
shot detachable magazine $399

Canik Rival SFX 9mm
Black or Grey. Cased with 3 mags, 
holster and optics plates. 
Was $1760, now just $1295

Sauer 100 Silver  
Ceratech 6.5CM

Synthetic stock and 
Cerakote barreled action

Free 10 round spare magazine
$1295 very limited stock

Sauer 404 Classic XT
Massively reduced from $6120 $3895
Limited stock in 223, 308, 270. 30-06, 

7mm rem mag and 300 win mag.
1" or 30mm Sauer SUM Rings,  

just $660 with any rifle purchase.

Nikko Stirling  
Diamond 6-24x50 FFP Illuminated 
HMD reticle 34mm tube and side 
parralax. Was $570, now $399

Nikko Stirling 
Hornet ED 10-50x56 Illuminated 
HMD-T reticle. Was $960, now $795

Nikko Stirling  
Game Pro 4-12x40 Half Mil dot reticle 
& target turrets. Was $195, now $99

Rossi Puma Triple Black
357 or 44 magnum, 16.5" barrel,

black Cerakote $1195

Rossi Citadel Levtac
18" 357mag or 44mag $919

Rossi Citadel TRAKR
22lr or 22WMR $299

Beretta 92FS 9mm
Cased with 2 mags

Just $1295 while stock lasts

Beretta APX 9mm
Cased with 2 mags

Was $1245, 5 only at $975

CZ Shadow 2 9mm  
With 1 x NSW compliant mag 

(or 3 x standard mags for other states)
Just $1995

Spare NSW compliant mags $149

CZ Shadow 2 Bronze  
Limited Edition 9mm  

With 1 x NSW compliant mag 
(or 3 x standard mags for other states)

Just $2099
Spare NSW compliant mags $149

Ridgeline 4K Trail Cam
24 mp and 4K video, 2" colour LCD 
screen, 8 month stand by time
Was $200, $119 while stocks last

FX Panthera Sniper 
22cal, 25cal and 30cal 700mm barrels

Just $3390

FX Impact MK3 Black
In stock in 177, 22, 25 and 30 cal

Standard 600mm barrel just $3330
Sniper 700mm barrel just $3430

FX Impact MK3 Sniper Bronze
In stock in 177, 22, 25 and 30 cal

Standard 600mm barrel just $3395
Sniper 700mm barrel just  $3495

CZ Shadow 2 9mm mags 
(Not for NSW) All other states
Just $99 each

Not available for firearm 
or ammunition sales

Zeiss V4 4-16x44
Illuminated reticle 60, Hunting Turrets 
Was $1590, now just $1220

Zeiss V4 4-16x44
Illuminated reticle 60
ASV/BDC Elevation Turret
Was $1735, now just $1325

Zeiss V4 4-16x50
Illuminated reticle 93
ASV/BDC Elevation Turret
Was $2020, now just $1545

Massive Zeiss Clearance

Zeiss V4 Specials

Zeiss V6 Specials

Zeiss V6 2.5-15x56
Illuminated reticle 60, Hunting Turrets
Was $2770, now just $2325

Zeiss V6 2.5-15x56
Illuminated reticle 60
ASV/BDC Elevation Turret
Was $3330, now just $2549

Zeiss V6 3-18x50
Reticle 6, ASV/BDC Elevation Turret
Was $2970, now just $2375

Zeiss V6 5-30x50
Reticle 6, ASV/BDC Elevation Turret
Was $3185, now just $2435

GPO Scope Clearance

Browning 
Buckmark Standard

22lr 5.5” Barrel, comes cased.
Was $1050, now just $795

Browning BLR
Very limited stock

223 or 308, just $1835

GPO Evolve 3-9x40 Illuminated
1" Tube, German 4 I’ll reticle, just $549

GPO Evolve 6-24x50 GP OPS Reticle
Was $1595, now just $885

Nikko Stirling 
Octa 3-24x50. 30mm Tube, side 
parallax. 4Dot Illuminated Reticle.
Was $630, Now just $449

Southern Cross Arms Taipan Light
Aussie made pump action 223
Was $2185, now just $1495

Massive Taipan Price Reduction

Buckmaster Push Button Release 12g
Button on forend for super quick shooting

Hornady  
Auto Charge Pro
Was $630,  
now just $525

Buckmaster 
PB12 Tactical, just $1890

Buckmaster 
PB12 Synthetic

20” or 28” Barrels available
Just $1575
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Perhaps more Cadet rifles are being 
shot now than at any time since 
they entered service more than 
a century ago, as they’re a whole 

lot of fun, light of recoil and accurate, the 
miniature Martini action being robust and 
reliable with a crisp trigger and finely 
adjustable sights.

By military rifle standards Cadets 
are cheap at generally less than $500, 
compared to SMLEs which now fetch 
$1000-plus and Mauser 98s for several 
thousand. They’re also readily available 
with Commonwealth small-arms expert 
Ian Skennerton estimating some 150,000 
Cadet rifles came to Australia and many 
survive to this day. There’s regular compe-
tition for Cadet rifles too run by, among 
others, the SSAA Combined Services 
discipline.

Yet Cadet rifles aren’t easy to feed and 
as far as I’m aware, no company makes 
commercial .310 Cadet cartridges other 
than the occasional batch of remanufac-
tured ammo. So shooting your Cadet 
will be a matter of handloading and most 
components are available, the excep-
tion being powder with the more useful 

propellants, particularly AR2205, not 
currently produced. ADI said it hopes to 
produce more 2205 eventually but we’re 
still waiting. ADI pistol propellants suit-
able for cast bullet Cadet loads won’t be 
produced any time soon, though there are 
some alternatives and on the plus side, a 
can of powder used for Cadet loads goes a 
long way.

The story of the Cadet rifle starts in the 
1880s with the idea being to train teenage 
cadets - exclusively males and potentially 
the nation’s future soldiers - in marksman-
ship using suitably scaled rifles, more 
conducive to instructing youngsters and 
cheaper than the service rifle. For most of 
the Cadet’s career the issue rifle was the 
SMLE, their peak period being pre-World 
War Two, though Cadet rifles saw second-
line Home Guard service during WWII and 
were officially retired in 1955.

According to Skennerton in his excel-
lent British Empire Cadet and Training 
Rifles, the study of Australian (and New 
Zealand) Cadet rifles is a 20-year window 
on the British gun trade, with firearms 
and components sourced from assorted 
UK gunmakers as well as Belgium. August 

Francotte of Liege is credited with refining 
the Cadet’s Martini action, a derivative 
of the large calibre Martini rifles which 
featured in the Zulu wars.

Francotte delivered the first 500 Cadet 
rifles to the Western Australian govern-
ment in 1887 with Victoria placing a 
subsequent order, these chambered for the 
.297/230 Morris, a curious bottlenecked 
cartridge. Other states also sought to 
equip their Cadet forces, ordering from 
Francotte and Birmingham Small Arms 
(BSA) and that’s why there’s such a diver-
sity of Cadet rifles of differing models 
featuring various state markings.

With Federation in 1901 the new 
Commonwealth Government took respon-
sibility for national defence and sought to 
impose some order, standardising on the 
.310 Cadet cartridge designed by British 
gunmaker William Greener in 1901, and 
placing big orders with Greener and BSA. 
The BSA Model 4b is the last and most 
common with some 70,000 delivered and 
is the most desirable for actual shooting 
and what most modern-day shooters will 
encounter. This features mass-produced 
interchangeable parts and a precision 

Earned its stripes
John Maxwell salutes the longevity of the .310 Cadet rifle
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micrometre rear sight, adjustable for 
windage and elevation out to an optimistic 
1000 yards.

As ammunition supplies dwindled Cadet 
rifles were retired to dusty cupboards and 
some exported, as the Americans were 
apparently quite keen on our small Martini 
action. Others were converted to different 
calibres such as .22 Rimfire, .222 Rimmed, 
.22 Hornet, .218 Bee, .357 Magnum and 
others and I’ve even seen one in 7.62x39  
to use the cases of Chinese ammo left over 
from the buyback.

In the absence of reloadable .310 Cadet 
brass, conversion of Cadet rifles to .32.20 
Winchester became relatively common, 
requiring only some machining to accom-
modate the thicker case rim. Nowadays 
quality Aussie-made cases are available 
from Bertram Brass for around $1 each 
and, treated right, these last seemingly 
forever. Bertram brass takes small rifle 
primers and one fellow shooter says he 
achieved good results with small pistol 
primers, though at this time of component 
shortage, experiments with SP primers 
will have to wait.

Loading for the Cadet is something of 
a dark art and while what follows worked 
for me, others may have developed their 
own techniques. Die sets for .310 Cadet 
are available from Simplex, Lee, CH and 
possibly others and though Simplex was 
always viewed as best, it seems they all 
work fine. For best results brass should 
be of uniform length. Dimensions vary but 
I settled on 1.080" which is close to the 
length of new production Bertram brass.

Mouths of new cases should be flared 
but not too much or the cartridge won’t 

enter the seating die and when seating 
projectiles for the first time, proceed care-
fully as it’s so easy to collapse and ruin 
the case. BSA Cadet rifle bores come in 
at .316", an unusual calibre which compli-
cates projectile selection. To check, take a 
soft lead projectile or ball larger than bore 
diameter, hammer it carefully a couple of 
millimetres into the muzzle then measure 
the impression using your Vernier calliper.

I achieved good results with lead projec-
tiles and better ones with jacketed hollow 
points, initially from Taipan and more 
recently from The Bullet Factory (TBF), 
both in Queensland. Taipan no longer 
does Cadet projectiles and TBF only in 
occasional batches so be patient. For lead 
bullets the Hawkesbury River Bullet 
Company’s 125-grain Round Nose Cadet 
works well, this being a heeled projectile 

which means it can often be seated just 
with thumb pressure so long as brass is 
slightly flared.

Cadet brass needn’t be resized after 
every use as that’s only necessary once 
extraction becomes difficult, when the 
web just ahead of the rim has expanded 
excessively. You’ll know it’s time when 
you need a cleaning rod to tap out fired 
cases, though a temporary solution is a 
thin smear of oil around the base. There’s 
remarkably little current Cadet reloading 
data out there with the latest ADI hand-
loader guide listing just two loads both 
with AR2205, maximum 11 grains with 
110-grain cast projectile (1500fps) and 
nine grains with 120-grain cast projectile 
(1270fps).

No US manual seems to list Cadet data 
and my first-ever reloading manual by 
Nick Harvey (about 1988) has only five, 
all for generic 99-120-grain projectiles (it 
doesn’t say if lead or jacketed) and all with 
US powders. One powder listed is 4227 
which is very similar to 2205 and Harvey 
suggests a maximum of 11 grains of 4227 
for 1500fps. I actually settled on 11.5 
grains of 2205 behind the JHP projectile 
travelling at 1425fps with good accuracy 
and nil pressure signs.

Why that loading? My mate Tony, who’s 
loaded thousands of Cadet rounds, recom-
mended 12.5 grains but, ever frugal and 
mindful this is beyond what ADI regards 
as maximum, I dropped it back a bit (much 
lighter than 11 seems to leave an abun-
dance of partly-burned powder grains in 
the bore). With lead projectiles, four grains 
of AP50 averaged 1100fps while 6.5 of 
AP100 ran around 1350fps and accuracy 
was fine.

With projectile seated you may now 
find many of your cartridges won’t fully 

.310 Cadet cartridges, from left, commercial lead load with black coating, 
no headstamp (possibly Super brand), commercial soft-point with Sako 
headstamp, two handloads with TBF JHP projectile (one crimped), handload 
with HRBC cast projectile (also crimped).

John uses a .308 Winchester Lee factory crimp die 
for his loads, using a length of quarter-inch steel 
rod. Proper length was determined by trial and 
error using quarter-inch dowel. 

Cadet rifles can be astonishingly 
accurate, this group shot at 50m off 
a benchrest using TBF 125-grain JHP 
projectiles with 11.5 grains of AR2205.

Earned its stripes
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chamber, with the rim protruding enough 
to make closing the action difficult or 
even impossible. This appears to be to do 
with the Cadet rifle’s tight chamber at the 
case neck so what to do? Factory Cadet 
cartridges feature a heavy crimp and I 
found the same effect could be achieved 
by running the entire cartridge through 
the full-length resizing die, removing the 
de-capping stem first of course.

That worked but wasn’t a perfect solu-
tion as it often left projectiles a bit loose 
in the case neck and in theory distorted 
the projectile, though they still shot well 
enough. Plan B was to go for a proper 

crimp using a Lee factory crimp die (Lee 
doesn’t make such a die for .310 Cadet, 
though their custom shop might). A little 
bit of experimentation found the .308 
Winchester Lee factory crimp die would do 
the trick. The .308 is obviously longer than 
.310 Cadet, therefore some experimenta-
tion involved cutting a quarter-inch dowel 
to length to support the case while the 
crimp die collet did its thing.

Preparing to load. This would 
work just as well with a powder 
measure.

The Lee factory crimp die in use with cartridge 
support in the author’s old Simplex press.

Earned its stripes

The final tool was made from quarter-
inch steel bar with pin to set the correct 
height. Problem solved? Well almost. The 
factory crimp die leaves a small ring just 
below the crimp, which can be removed 
by passing the cartridge part-way through 
the resizing die, the objective being for 
cartridges to fully chamber with nothing 
more than light finger pressure. .
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1848 The Horsley Drive HORSLEY PARK NSW 2175  PHONE 02 9620 1313  EMAIL sales@hpgs.biz
ABN 85 003 914 850 DLN 410 582 683  •  ALL PRICES INCLUDE GST AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE  •  WWW.HORSLEYPARKGUNSHOP.COM.AU
Please Note: Some items listed above may sellout before ad is released.  While this is unavoidable we will endeavour to keep prices as marked but may change without notice. 

Australi
a’s 

Gunshop
WHERE EVERYDAY 

IS A SALE DAY!

NOW YOU CAN SHOP ONLINE - www.hpgs.com.au

AVAILABLE ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST
Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide

LIKE US

FIREARMS
ANSCHUTZ 1761 DHB CLASSIC 17HMR RIFLE............................. $2295.00
SAVAGE 110 ELITE PRECISION 338  
LAPUA 30” BBL,5 SHOT RIFLE ........................................................ $4550.00
SAVAGE 110 PRECISION 338 LAPUA 24” BBL,5 SHOT RIFLE ...... $3195.00

SYNTHETIC 243, 308 ......................................................................... $820.00
WALNUT 6.5CM .................................................................................. $870.00

ATA PRO12 12GA 30” U/O SPORTING SHOTGUN – $1695
3 x colour coded extended chokes, grade 2 turkish walnut  
timber, Adjustable comb, selective trigger, ejectors, cased                                                                           

BIG GAME 308,6.5CM ...................................................................... $2650.00
HOG HUNTER 308 ........................................................................... $2295.00
HOG HUNTER 3006 ......................................................................... $2450.00
PREDATOR 308 20” BBL .................................................................. $2275.00
PREDATOR 6.5CM 20” BBL ............................................................. $2275.00

RUGER PRECISION RIMFIRE RIFLE 22LR 18”BBL  
10 SHOT RIFLE FIXED STOCK .............................................................. $850
RUGER AMERICAN RIMEFIRE RIFLE 
SYNTHETIC BLUE 22MAGNUM ............................................................. $595
RUGER 77 HAWKEYE LONG RANGE TARGET 6.5CM 26” BBL 
10 SHOT RIFLE – 1 ONLY AT THIS PRICE .......................................... $2095

RELOADING KITS
LY-BSVK LYMAN BRASS SMITH VICTORY RELOADING KIT – ONLY $595
Includes – single stage press, powder measure, handbook
Pocket touch 1500 electronic scale, case prep multi tool, primer tray
Magnum bullet puller, e-eze powder funnel, case lube kit, Powder dribbler
R87472- RCBS PARTNER PRESS 2 RELOADING KIT – ONLY $450
Includes-partner press, 1500gn pocket digital scale, powder funnel
Universal reloading block, deburring tool, case neck brushes, primer tray
Accessory handle, speer manuel, primer pocket brushes, hex key set
R9367- RCBS ROCK CHUCKER RELOADING KIT – ONLY $635
Includes-rock chucker supreme press, universal loading block
Deburring tool,1500 pocket digital scale, hand prime tool
Hex key set, case lube kit, powder funnel, speer manuel

OTHER ITEMS
FA-CARP Frankford arsenal mpress coaxial reloading press ............. $470.00
TAES10X42 Tasco 10x42 roof prism binoculars ................................. $120.00
TATWC61850 Tasco world class 6-18x50 scope with mounts ............ $175.00
SIMSPH750 Simmons venture prohunter  
6x20 750 yard rangefinder................................................................... $195.00
SIMWTC41240 Simmons whitetail classic 4-12x40 truplex scope ...... $195.00
AL5500 Allen scale 550 pound .............................................................. $70.00

5 shot capacity, 5 chokes,  
3 year warranty and cased

06
40

.06
.20

23

LEVER RELEASE SHOTGUNS

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA 
TACTICAL 20” ........................................................ $860.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA  
SYNTHETIC COMBO 20” and 28” barrels ....................................... $970.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA  
SYNTHETIC 20” or 28” barrel ............................... $760.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA 
WALNUT 20” or 28” barrel .................................... $785.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA 
CAMO 20” or 28” barrel ........................................ $880.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA 
MARINE SYNTHETIC 20” barrel ........................... $785.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA  
MARINE WALNUT 20” barrel ................................ $820.00

MADE EXCLUSIVELY FOR 
AUSTRALIAN HUNTERS

TURQUA RIFLES
2 stage trigger, 60 deg bolt lift, free floating 
barrel, sub moa guaranteed

SAVAGE IMPULSE
Straight pull rifles with AccuTrigger

5 
YEAR 

WARRANTY
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cleaverfirearms.com
MONTHLY PRIZES! 

EXCLUSIVE WEB DEALS!
See the specials first & subscribe today

ABN
: 94 072 207 935

27 Beaconsfield St Margate Qld 4019
Ph:07 3883 1733 or 0419 644 269    Fx:07 3284 6611  
cleaverfirearms.com

SIG SAUER Romeo 3 Max
1x30, red dot, with 1913 mount.

Available in: 
3 MOA or 6 MOA

NEW $990

SIG SAUER Romeo 3 XL
1x35, red dot, 1913 mount.

Available in: 
3 MOA or 6 MOA

NEW $990

SIG SAUER 
Romeo 5
2 MOA, red dot, 
supplied with low & 
high mount.
SPECIAL NEW $329

SIG SAUER MSR
2 MOA, red dot.

SPECIAL 
NEW $249

SIG SAUER 
X-FIVE Classic

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
stainless steel, rosewood grips.

NEW $4890

SIG SAUER 
X-FIVE Classic

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
stainless steel, G10 grips.

NEW $4890

MDT JAE-700 G4 Chassis
Remington 700 SA right hand
Available in: Black or FDE
NEW $2749

MDT 
Vertical Grip
Carbon Fiber
NEW $239.95

MDT 
GRND POD
Availabler In: 
Black or Green
Arce or Pic Rail
NEW $239.95

MDT 
Comp Brake
Available in:
223/6mm, 6.5cal, 30cal & 338cal
NEW $299.95

MDT 
Elite Muzzle Brake

Available in: 223cal or 308cal
NEW $149.95

MDT 
LRA SEND IT
MV3 Electronic Level
NEW $329.95

INFIRAY 
Thermal Imaging Monocualr

AP09 NEW $799
AL19 NEW $1799
AL25 NEW $2299

INFIRAY Thermal Imaging
Rifle Scope SE 25mm
TL25SE NEW $3699
TL35SE NEW $3999

INFIRAY Thermal Imaging
Rifle Scope 30mm
TL35 V2 NEW $3999
TL50 NEW $4699
TH35 V2 NEW $5799
TH50 V2 NEW $6499

INFIRAY 
PFALCON – 640

Thermal Monocular
NEW $6999

Helmet / Head Gear To Suit
PFALCON
NEW $990

SAVIOR 
Ultimate Guitar
Gun case with wheels, full foam lining.
Available in black & grey
NEW $390

SAVIOR Urban Warfare 46"
Double rifle case with side pockets.
Available in: FDE & ODG
NEW $149

SAVIOR American Classic 51"
Double rifle classic with side pockets.
Available in: Black, FDE & ODG
NEW $179

SAVIOR FSM
Folding Shooting Mat
Available in: black, 
grey, ODG & FDE
NEW $110

SAVIOR Specialist Range Bag
Available in: black & FDE
NEW $149

WILSON COMBAT 
1911 CQB

45th Anniversary
9mm, 10 shot, cased two mags, 

custom timber grips.
NEW $6990

WILSON COMBAT 
EDC X9L

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
double stack.
NEW $5990

WILSON COMBAT 
SFX9 HC

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
double stock.
NEW $4990

WILSON COMBAT 
P320

9mm, 10 shot, cased, two mags
Available in Black or FDE

NEW $2790

WILSON COMBAT 
1911 Magazines

9mm 10 Shot NEW $79.90
38 Super 10 Shot NEW $79.90

40S&W/357sig  9 Shot NEW $79.90
45acp 8 Shot NEW $69.90

45acp 10 Shot NEW $79.90

FEDERAL Premium Varmint
223rem, 55gr, ballistic tip ammo
SPECIAL $349 /per 200

FEDERAL Premium Vital Shok
243win, 95gr, ballistic tip ammo
SPECIAL $429 /per 200

FEDERAL Premium Nosler Hunt
308win, 150gr, ballistic tip ammo
SPECIAL $549 /per 200

FEDERAL 
Varmint

308win, 110gr, 
VMAX, ammo

SPECIAL $419 
/per 200

BROWNING 
Long Range PRO

308win, 168gr, 
tipped ammo

SPECIAL $495 
/per 200

BROWNING 
BXV Varmint
223rem, 50gr 

polymer tip ammo
SPECIAL $249 

/per 200

CCI Maxi Mag 
Value Pack

22WMR, 40GR, 
JHP ammo

SPECIAL $99.90 
/per 200
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SIG SAUER Romeo 3 Max
1x30, red dot, with 1913 mount.

Available in: 
3 MOA or 6 MOA

NEW $990

SIG SAUER Romeo 3 XL
1x35, red dot, 1913 mount.

Available in: 
3 MOA or 6 MOA

NEW $990

SIG SAUER 
Romeo 5
2 MOA, red dot, 
supplied with low & 
high mount.
SPECIAL NEW $329

SIG SAUER MSR
2 MOA, red dot.

SPECIAL 
NEW $249

SIG SAUER 
X-FIVE Classic

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
stainless steel, rosewood grips.

NEW $4890

SIG SAUER 
X-FIVE Classic

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
stainless steel, G10 grips.

NEW $4890

MDT JAE-700 G4 Chassis
Remington 700 SA right hand
Available in: Black or FDE
NEW $2749

MDT 
Vertical Grip
Carbon Fiber
NEW $239.95

MDT 
GRND POD
Availabler In: 
Black or Green
Arce or Pic Rail
NEW $239.95

MDT 
Comp Brake
Available in:
223/6mm, 6.5cal, 30cal & 338cal
NEW $299.95

MDT 
Elite Muzzle Brake

Available in: 223cal or 308cal
NEW $149.95

MDT 
LRA SEND IT
MV3 Electronic Level
NEW $329.95

INFIRAY 
Thermal Imaging Monocualr

AP09 NEW $799
AL19 NEW $1799
AL25 NEW $2299

INFIRAY Thermal Imaging
Rifle Scope SE 25mm
TL25SE NEW $3699
TL35SE NEW $3999

INFIRAY Thermal Imaging
Rifle Scope 30mm
TL35 V2 NEW $3999
TL50 NEW $4699
TH35 V2 NEW $5799
TH50 V2 NEW $6499

INFIRAY 
PFALCON – 640

Thermal Monocular
NEW $6999

Helmet / Head Gear To Suit
PFALCON
NEW $990

SAVIOR 
Ultimate Guitar
Gun case with wheels, full foam lining.
Available in black & grey
NEW $390

SAVIOR Urban Warfare 46"
Double rifle case with side pockets.
Available in: FDE & ODG
NEW $149

SAVIOR American Classic 51"
Double rifle classic with side pockets.
Available in: Black, FDE & ODG
NEW $179

SAVIOR FSM
Folding Shooting Mat
Available in: black, 
grey, ODG & FDE
NEW $110

SAVIOR Specialist Range Bag
Available in: black & FDE
NEW $149

WILSON COMBAT 
1911 CQB

45th Anniversary
9mm, 10 shot, cased two mags, 

custom timber grips.
NEW $6990

WILSON COMBAT 
EDC X9L

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
double stack.
NEW $5990

WILSON COMBAT 
SFX9 HC

9mm, 10 shot, two mags, 
double stock.
NEW $4990

WILSON COMBAT 
P320

9mm, 10 shot, cased, two mags
Available in Black or FDE

NEW $2790

WILSON COMBAT 
1911 Magazines

9mm 10 Shot NEW $79.90
38 Super 10 Shot NEW $79.90

40S&W/357sig  9 Shot NEW $79.90
45acp 8 Shot NEW $69.90

45acp 10 Shot NEW $79.90

FEDERAL Premium Varmint
223rem, 55gr, ballistic tip ammo
SPECIAL $349 /per 200

FEDERAL Premium Vital Shok
243win, 95gr, ballistic tip ammo
SPECIAL $429 /per 200

FEDERAL Premium Nosler Hunt
308win, 150gr, ballistic tip ammo
SPECIAL $549 /per 200

FEDERAL 
Varmint

308win, 110gr, 
VMAX, ammo

SPECIAL $419 
/per 200

BROWNING 
Long Range PRO

308win, 168gr, 
tipped ammo

SPECIAL $495 
/per 200

BROWNING 
BXV Varmint
223rem, 50gr 

polymer tip ammo
SPECIAL $249 

/per 200

CCI Maxi Mag 
Value Pack

22WMR, 40GR, 
JHP ammo

SPECIAL $99.90 
/per 200
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W oodleigh Bullets are widely 
recognised and reputed for 
their extensive array of 
premium hunting projectiles 

and their effectiveness on all manner of 
game, bigger options in particular. The 
family enterprise with owners Geoff and 
Shirley McDonald began some 40 years 
ago on the Woodleigh family farm near 
Murrabit, Victoria at a time when bullets 
for vintage large double rifles to hunt big 
game like buffaloes in the Top End were 
becoming scarce, expensive and almost 
impossible to source.

Geoff had a passion for hunting from 
an early age, accompanying his father 
on rabbit treks in the 1950s. His first 
.22LR, a Gevarm E1 self-loader mounted 
with a Nikko 4x40 scope, enabled him to 
hunt small to medium game in his rural 
surrounds, later progressing to an SMLE 
.303 in average condition to target roos, 
pigs and emus. As an aspiring young hunter 

his attention soon turned to the heavily 
built and potentially dangerous water buffa-
loes, a much tougher and challenging adver-
sary requiring greater stopping power. This 
led Geoff in 1977 to acquire his first double 
rifle, a Charles Boswell 577x2¾" BPE 
hammered underlever and Sako Magnum 
action fitted to a .458 WM barrel.

In the 1980s with big game cartridges 
difficult to source combined with a growing 
appetite for the sport, Geoff with his 
gunsmithing experience and unafraid to 
have a go turned his attention to special-
ising and manufacturing big game calibre 
projectiles. After considerable experimenta-
tion and trialling various load and projectile 
combinations, his determination and persis-
tence saw him ultimately succeed. The rest 
is history.

The Woodleigh Bullets story is more 
comprehensively covered in the company’s 
Loading Manual, a detailed 350-plus page 
guide entailing 80 hunting rounds from 

6.5 Mannlicher-Schonauer to Geoff’s own 
heavyweight .530s, acclaimed hydrostati-
cally stabilised bullet and loading data for 
American, European, British and double 
rifle cartridges, recommended for any 
serious handloader.

Then disaster 
On November 27, 2021 the owners suffered 
a crushing blow when the office and manu-
facturing plant burnt down, destroying 
everything they’d worked so hard to 
establish, not to mention the financial loss. 
It’s believed the fire was started by rats 
gnawing on live electrical wires, a not too 
uncommon occurrence and at the time, 
Geoff and Shirley posted the following 
message on their website:

“Woodleigh Bullets factory fire: We regret 
to inform our loyal customers we had a nasty 
factory fire on Saturday, 27th November. 
Thankfully no-one was injured. Most of the 
working production machinery was damaged 

A phoenix from 
the flames
Sam Garro charts the rebirth of iconic Woodleigh Bullets
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30mm Tube
Ultra HD Glass
Removable turret dials
Extra turret dial included
Zero Reset Turrets & Lockable
Removable Tactical Throw Lever
Parallax Adjustment 10yds to Infinity 
Available in First Focal Plane & Second Focal Plane

EVX GEN II

EVX Gen II 4-16X44i $619
EVX Gen II 6-24X50i $649

EVX Gen II 4-16X44F1 $869
EVX Gen II 6-24X50F1 $899

Manufacturing 
Assembly

Quality control 
ALL DONE IN HOUSE!

Hermann’s Sporting Guns | 03 56681940 
info@sportingguns.com.au | www.hermannsguns.com.au

DESIGNED IN GERMANY

RIGOROUSLY TESTED
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and all the packed stock was burnt. We do have 
some unwashed and unpolished stock stored in 
bulk drums but have no way of dealing with it at 
the moment. It will be available at a later date.

“Regarding our Woodleigh Load Manuals, 
they are on a very slow boat and will not arrive 
until February. It will take some time to assess 
the machinery damage and make a plan for the 
future. Thank you for all your texts and emails 
with messages of support. Regards, Geoff and 
Shirley McDonald.”

Before the fire their product distribution 
extended to many Australian stockists and 
established ammunition companies such 
as Norma Precision (Sweden), Krieghoff 
and RWS (Germany), Kynoch and Westley 
Richards (UK) and Federal (US), as well as 
demand for hydrostatically stabilised projec-
tiles from South Africa for big game outfit-
ters and professional hunters.

Inferno
Geoff had just arrived at the office area 
next to the processing plant when he was 
confronted by an out-of-control fire, the 
flames fuelled by loose paperwork, files, 
wooden furniture and computers. He tried 
desperately to control it with a fire extin-
guisher and pressured water hose though 

both proved inadequate and he was forced 
to beat a hasty retreat. The blaze quickly 
spread to the steel plant, further fuelled 
by wooden packing tables and pallets, oil-
soaked paper used to wipe down machines, 
oil on the machines themselves and even 
aluminium tar insulating foil sheets lining 
the walls and ceiling.

The bullet-forming and processing 
machines, lead ingots, gas bottles, 
completed and packaged bullets, tooling and 

associated equipment were all extensively 
damaged or destroyed, along with some of 
Geoff’s prized trophy mounts, collectables 
and irreplaceable photos. The fire was so 
intense the metal building actually warped 
with lead ingots and formed bullets melted 
into pools and rivers of silver liquid. The 
fire brigade was summoned - but couldn’t 
get there in time to save the plant.

Start-up doubts
Speculation as to whether Woodleigh 
Bullets would restart again was aired across 
the wider shooting fraternity among hand-
loaders, stockists and ammunition compa-
nies. Even Geoff, faced with so many logis-
tical and financial hurdles, had moments 
of real doubt. When news spread about 
a potential run-out of Woodleigh bullets, 
retailers started to sell out of the stock 
and even those advertised on gun websites 
were quickly snapped up.

Never give up
Under such crippling circumstances it’s 
often too easy to throw in the towel but, 
as in the past, a determination to succeed 
coupled with support from patrons, friends 
and family members encouraged Geoff and 
Shirley to restart. When you stop to think 
about it, apart from Woodleigh Bullets and 
Bertram Bullet Co in Seymour, Victoria 
there are no other projectile and case The extensively damaged production plant.

A pheonix from the flames

Geoff with an impressive Asiatic water buffalo.

Early Woodleigh Bullets board showing gunsmithing.
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Enter now
LEUPOLD AND SAVAGE ULTIMATE HUNTER GIVEAWAY
Buy any Leupold or Savage product between 1 July and 30 November 2023 and enter 

for a chance to win 1 of 2 ultimate hunting packages.

+

+

PACKAGE 2
Savage Impulse Mountain 

Hunter rifle in 6.5 Creedmoor 
with a Leupold 3-15x44  

VX-5HD scope

PACKAGE 1
Savage Model 110 Ultralight 
Hunter rifle in 6.5 Creedmoor 

with a Leupold 3-15x44  
VX-5HD scope

FIND OUT MORE

T&Cs apply

BROUGHT TO YOU BY 

SPORTING.NIOA.COM.AU
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manufacturers in Australia who better 
cater to the handloader, particularly when it 
comes to wildcat and big game calibres.

Out of the ashes
Every year in May or June the Big Game 
Rifle Club (BGRC) holds a Woodleigh Shoot 
on the SSAA range at Little River, Victoria 
to acknowledge Geoff’s work, involvement 
and support over the years. Initially the 
BGRC Woodleigh Trophy Shoot was staged 
at Geoff’s farm with five events attended by 
30-odd participants. The first was a difficult 
single-rise, two-shot 16-clay target shoot 
followed by four rifle class events including 
black powder, paper targets set at 80 yards 
and closing to 25 and 10 yards with the 
overall high scorer receiving the Woodleigh 
Perpetual Trophy.

Andrew Hepner, Pat Walsh and John 
Sutherland along with Lance and Robin 
Eastwood of the BGRC and others banded 
together and were instrumental in helping 
Geoff and his family to restart against what 
were realistically overwhelming odds. 
This was also a way to reciprocate and 
show appreciation and it took a few trips 
by working groups to clear debris, assist 
in rebuilding structural work, scrub down 
machines and help with their restoration.

Due to the specialised nature of the 
machines and their early origins (those 
acquired from Australian Government muni-
tions years ago when production ceased), 
damaged parts and components were either 
fabricated or replaced. While progress has 
been slow, as most of the restoration work 
and machinery overhaul rested with the 
owners, results are finally starting to show, 
with new electrical circuitry along with addi-
tional fire mitigation aids installed to prevent 
a similar occurrence.

Recognition
Woodleigh Bullets have stood the test of 
time and are recognised by shooters from 
all walks of life the world over, in particular 
big game safaris hunters, outfitters, guides 
and ammunition companies, their annual 
catalogues featuring photos of successful 
hunters and their trophies being testimony 
to the popularity and effectiveness of 
those premium bullets. In 2013 Federal’s 
Premium Safari Line ammunition loaded 
with Woodleigh hydrostatically stabilised 
bullets (invented by John Marozzi) won 
the coveted Field & Stream ‘Best of the 
Best’ award in America, further enhancing 
the company’s reputation (see article in 
Australian Hunter Issue 66).   

On a personal note, for years I’ve loaded 
and used Woodleigh projectiles from 
protected points, RNSN, fully jacketed or 

solids and hydros in my Sako A1 .30-06 
Springfield, Winchester 70 .375 H&H and 
Schultz & Larsen .338 WM on a variety 
of game with excellent results, while my 
trophy water buffalo of 93DP taken in 
Arnhem Land a few years ago was achieved 
using the S&L .338 WM and WDL 300gr 
RNSN.

Owner’s gratitude
Some machines still require tweaking but 
overall, restoration completion is expected 
before the end of year, all going well, with 
production gradually ramping up. Like new 
green growth sprouting after a bushfire, 
Woodleigh Bullets is rising from the ashes. 
Geoff and Shirley extend their thanks and 
genuine appreciation to those who helped 
and sent messages of support in their time 
of need, referring to them as “amazing 
true-blue Aussies”. And for the business to 
continue trading successfully into the future 
it will require our ongoing support - and I’m 
confident that’s a given. .

BGRC member Pat Walsh assists with paint spraying salvaged machinery.

One of the machines fully restored.

A fresh start at the Woodleigh plant.

A pheonix from the flames
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THE
NEXT
GEN

Handheld H19
$1,979 RRP

Handheld H35
$2,749 RRP

Burris V2 Thermal
Series Specs

COMPATIBLE

With a modern, lightweight design the Thermal 
Handheld has the ability to hot track targets over 
750 yards away. The smooth zoom and real time 
wifi-to-mobile connection keeps you locked on 
your target. Connection allows you to control and 
record the handheld from your mobile phone.

With a modern, lightweight design the Thermal 
Handheld has the ability to hot track targets over 
750 yards away. The smooth zoom and real time 
wifi-to-mobile connection keeps you locked on 
your target. Connection allows you to control and 
record the handheld from your mobile phone.

With a modern, lightweight design the Thermal 
Handheld has the ability to hot track targets over 
750 yards away. The smooth zoom and real time 
wifi-to-mobile connection keeps you locked on 
your target. Connection allows you to control and 
record the handheld from your mobile phone.

Version 2 Thermal Handheld Features and Improvements:

400x300 Sensor resolution with 12µm Pixel Pitch. 
Giving greater detection range and more detailed 
image over 17µm. 

50Hz refresh rate. Allows for seamless tracking of 
fast-moving targets such as foxes.

Generous field of view, offering the best in its class!

Enhanced ergonomics of all touchpoints to allow ease 
of use and menu navigation in complete darkness.

Includes 2 camera tripod mounting points and 
picatinny accessory rails. 3-year warranty.

400x300 Sensor resolution with 12µm Pixel Pitch. 
Giving greater detection range and more detailed 
image over 17µm. 

50Hz refresh rate. Allows for seamless tracking of 
fast-moving targets such as foxes.

Generous field of view, offering the best in its class!

Enhanced ergonomics of all touchpoints to allow ease 
of use and menu navigation in complete darkness.

Includes 2 camera tripod mounting points and 
picatinny accessory rails. 3-year warranty.

400x300 Sensor resolution with 12µm Pixel Pitch. 
Giving greater detection range and more detailed 
image over 17µm. 

50Hz refresh rate. Allows for seamless tracking of 
fast-moving targets such as foxes.

Generous field of view, offering the best in its class!

Enhanced ergonomics of all touchpoints to allow ease 
of use and menu navigation in complete darkness.

Includes 2 camera tripod mounting points and 
picatinny accessory rails. 3-year warranty.

https://www.berettaaustralia.com.au/dealers

Available from Burris Premium Dealers and all good outlets
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Nick Radford

I t’s more than 50km from my workshop 
to the back paddock so it’s important 
for me to carry enough tools and spares 
to tackle any problem that may arise, 

from broken pipelines to trees down on 
fences. For as long as I can remember I’ve 
been looking without success for a toolbox 
just the right size to hold everything I need. 
Until now. Enter the Upfitter Tuff Cargo 
Security LockBox. 

Now before you say: “That box is made 
for a tub body,’’ I know, but if a farmer can 
use a shifter as a hammer, I’m using this 
box in a flat-tray. Call it fluke or destiny but 
the Tuff Cargo fits perfectly with enough 
room to leave my fridge and diesel tank 
right where they are.

The box itself came pretty much assem-
bled and all I had to do was fit the supplied 
thumb grabs to the latches and the rubber 
seal which already has backing tape applied. 
The Tuff Cargo comes with some pretty 
heavy-duty bolts to fix it to the floor of your 
ute and while it seemed a little bit light in 
thickness of steel, once bolted to the tray it 
did stiffen up.

The gas struts on the lid are superb and 
I reckon the addition of a battery powered 

magnet light will be spot-on under it. If 
used in a tub ute body I can see the door on 
the back side being a bonus, just drop the 
tail-gate, open the door and you’re in, quick 
access if you have a canvas tonneau cover, 
hard-top or other gear stacked.

The ability to lock both the top and back 
door is another great feature and it comes 
supplied with two keys. The doors both 
have a tight seal on the rubbers and so far 
dust hasn’t been a problem at all, a pleasant 
surprise as good old bull dust usually seems 
to find its way in somehow.

Perhaps the only issue I can see is the 
Tuff Cargo has a few holes in the floor to 
allow the bolts to secure it. You’re not going 
to use them all and even though it’s bolted 
down tight, this will allow any moisture 
between tray and toolbox to accumulate. I’ll 
monitor it for a few months before I decide 
to store any power tools in there and, as we 
head into the wet season, it won’t take long 
to figure out. Of course if it was in a tub and 
not an open tray without cover, this won’t 
be a problem.

So for an off-the-shelf storage option I 
reckon it's pretty damn good. It’ll take more 
abuse in my application than it probably 

should, though so far has held together 
admirably. Among the fitting instructions 
(I seriously doubt anyone with (1) a ute 
and (2) the need for a toolbox will need 
them) was a little catalogue of other prod-
ucts, some of which I did take a liking to 
including lockable under-seat drawers. We 
all have different requirements but if you’re 
after a toolbox and the Tuff Cargo fits your 
dimensions, I’d certainly recommend it. 
More at upfitter.com.au   .

Features
• Two anti-twist push button lock systems 
with 10 tumbler double bitted security keys 
containing built-in weather seals
• Patented Pry-Guard II locking system with 
three 63mm steel latches which allow both 
openings to be latched closed without locking
• Independent rear door
• Large top lid supported by two gas lifts
• 226 litres of storage space
• Durable powder coat finish
• Exterior dimensions: 68.6cm L x 89.8cm W 
x 40.6cm H; Interior: 64.1cm L x 89.5cm  W x 
39.7cm H 

Tuff solution

for secure mobile storage
Plenty of room for 
all you need.

Rock solid on the tray 
of the ute.

http://www.upfitter.com.au
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T he company 
now marketing 
firearms 
under the 

Springfield brand 
operates from 
Geneseo, Illinois 
but beyond the 
famous name itself, 
has no connec-
tion to the original 
Springfield, Massachusetts plant which 
made firearms for the US Government 
from 1777 to 1968. Currently operated by 
the Reese family, the manufacturers claim 
only to have saved the recognised moniker. 
They produce a large variety of handguns 
and rifles as well as importing various 
polymer-framed handguns to the US which 
are then marketed around the world.

Our subject handgun, the 
XD-M Elite, is one such polymer-

framed, striker-fired self-loader 
chambered in 9mm Luger and made 

by HS Produkt at their Karlovac 
factory in central Croatia, the version 

marketed by importer NIOA being a 
10-shot model with 133.5mm (5¼") 
barrel. First impressions are of a styl-
ishly designed gun with clean lines 
that fits the hand well and points nicely. 

It’s supplied with three polished stainless 
steel double-stack magazines and comes in 
a neat padded fabric 280x235mm (11x9") 
carry case.

Supplied accessories include two alter-
native backstraps (one larger and one 
smaller than the one on the gun), a tapered 
entry magazine well attachment and cable 
lock. It’s essentially designed for rapid 

Among
Elitethe
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Klinton Lehman enjoys a few shots at the field turkeys.

fire combat-style matches. As a firearms 
instructor I found the 56-page Operation 
and Safety Manual among the best I’ve 
ever seen as unlike so many others it’s well 
written, clearly illustrated and conveys a 
direct safety message on each page.

The gun is similarly packed with safety 
features, some borrowed from the distant 
past (such as the loaded chamber indicator 
and grip safety), others of more recent 
innovation like the trigger block and cocked 
striker indicator. Overall this pistol has 
been carefully and impressively designed 
both in terms of safety, functionality and 
ergonomics, with the only negative first 
impression involving the magazines, whose 
springs are extremely powerful. While 
functionally excellent, loading beyond a 
couple of rounds is challenging for older 
fingers, suggesting perhaps the inclusion of 

Geoff Smith enjoyed the new Springfield Armory 9mm
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a loading aid similar to those supplied with 
Glock handguns.

Physically the gun measures 220mm 
long, 150mm high and 34mm deep and 
weighs 819 grams unloaded with magazine 
inserted. The frame is moulded from black 
polymer with the slide and barrel of nitride-
finished satin black steel. The slide has 
both front and rear serrations giving a posi-
tive grip for manual racking and both maga-
zine and slide release catches are perma-
nently ambidextrous. The forward section 
of the triggerguard is recurved and serrated 
for double-handed shooting and there’s a 
Picatinny rail under the barrel for attach-
ments such as tactical lights, lasers and so 
on. The Partridge-style rear sight is adjust-
able for windage and elevation, the front 
sight dovetailed transversely across the 
slide and features a red plastic fibre optic 
insert which attracted positive comments 
from several fellow shooters.

The polymer trigger, as with many 
similar handguns, has a fairly long travel 
and feels different from the single-stage 
ones of revolvers and hammer-fired guns, 
testing with a Lyman electronic gauge 
giving an average trigger pull of 23.5N (5lb 
4oz). It has a central safety lever which 
prevents operation unless the shooter’s 
finger is applied across its face.

The grip safety requires the grip to be 
held before a shot can be fired. The loaded 
chamber indicator sits up when a cartridge 
is in the chamber so the shooter is aware 
the gun is loaded, however this is not 
the extractor, as it’s much more robust 
and located at the right-hand side of the 
chamber. Similarly, at the rear of the slide a 
small pin protrudes to indicate the striker 
is cocked.

Field stripping is simple. After removing 
the magazine and ensuring the chamber is 
empty, the slide is locked open with the slide 
stop lever, the disassembly lever on the left 
side of the frame above the trigger is rotated 
90 degrees clockwise, then the slide is 
drawn back so the slide stop lever releases. 
The slide will now travel forward and off 
the frame, the recoil spring is eased out 
and the barrel withdrawn from underneath. 
Reassembly involves replacing the barrel 
and recoil spring into the slide then slipping 
it back on to the frame and locking it open 
with the slide stop lever. The disassembly 
lever is then rotated back to its horizontal 
position and the gun is functional again.

Prior to firing some test rounds the 
gun was taken apart and barrel cleaned 
to remove any oil. The barrel is almost a 
work of art with both external and internal 
machining as close to perfect as any I’ve 
seen, the cleanly executed six-groove 

Among the elite

The pistol in fully field-stripped state.

Bench tests used six different loads, all of which cycled well and performed flawlessly.

This pistol has 
been carefully 

and impressively 
designed
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Breech end of the 
barrel shows the angled 

cam which enables it 
to disconnect from the 

slide during recoil.

Double-wound recoil spring assembly.

Top of the grip frame revealing 
sear, trigger bar and firing system.

Breech end of the 
barrel - the quality 

of machining is 
outstanding.

The gun comes with a neat 
padded fabric carry case.

rifling having a right-hand twist with 1-in-
10" pitch.

The trigger assembly sits in a metal 
chassis held in the frame by two transverse 
pins, while the sear assembly and ejector is 
pinned into the frame behind the magazine 
well. The trigger bar moves forwards when 
the trigger is depressed in order to release 
the striker and fire the gun. Once the slide 
moves out of battery, a cam on its underside 
pushes the trigger bar downwards to ensure 
disconnection between shots, which also 
means the gun can’t fire unless the slide is 
fully in battery.

The barrel and slide are locked together 
for the first 5mm of recoil. During this 
period the barrel is forced downwards 
by the angled cam beneath the breech, 
engaging with its counterpart in the trigger 
chassis. This enables the slide to then 
disconnect from the barrel and recoil fully 
to cycle the gun, initial lock-up of barrel to 
slide being by way of the shoulder on the 
barrel above the breech.

The XD-M Elite was test-fired firstly 
during a Target Pistol match using supplied 
Federal 124-grain Syntech Range ammo and 
performed flawlessly though was shooting 
somewhat low. Later it was taken to a Field 
Silhouette match where opinions were 
sought from fellow shooters who generally 
spoke highly of it.

Hitting the field turkey at 75m with an 
open-sighted 9mm self-loader is a tall order 

yet one of my friends managed to bring 
one down. Tests were then run over 25m 
shooting five-shot factory ammo groups 
with bullet weights between 147-grain 
Winchester silvertips and 115-grain 
Hornady Steel match. I also included 
a group of five reloads using 124-grain 
Tigershark round-nose bullets and 5.8 
grains of AP100 propellant.

All loads cycled perfectly and grouped 
acceptably with my reloads surprisingly 
giving the tightest group. The machine-
rested four-round group supplied from 
the factory (shot at 10m), when analysed 
graphically gave an average group radius 
of 2.65 MOA while my home-loaded 
five-shot group gave 3.84 MOA which, 
in approximate terms, means under ideal 
conditions the gun could group between 
150mm-200mm at 100m.

To summarise then, the XD-M Elite 
deserves serious consideration if you’re 
after a striker-fired 9mm handgun. The 
inherent safety features of trigger block, 
grip safety and out of battery firing pin 
block make it a safe option from the user’s 
standpoint. It’s well balanced, looks attrac-
tive and points well, so should prove an 
excellent pistol for anyone contemplating 
Practical Shooting competitions. The gun 
is distributed by NIOA and sells for around 
$1500 but check with your dealer as prices 
can vary.   .
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*Excluding firearms and 
dangerous goods

ADDRESS: 19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE: 02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311

www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS: 

MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 

SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery* 

 

 

 

 

BACK PACKS 

2200  $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo  $240

Hyper Hydro  $179

Hyper Vent  $310

Monster Fanny  $215        

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor  $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel  $430

Ultra Day  $240

 
RCBS  
Chargemaster 1500 Scales  $335

Chargemaster Dispenser  $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals)  $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers  $120

Uniflow Powder Measure  $160

Hand Priming Tool     $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale    $95

RC Supreme Master Kit  $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL 

Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest  $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest  $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL

DS750 Digital Scale   $135

Electronic Calipers  $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE

Standard Bi-Pod   $125

Pivot Bi-Pod   $175

Front Leather Bag   $65

Rear Leather Bag   $69 

 

 

 

RANGEFINDERS 

RX-600  $285

RX-750TBR  $405

RX-1000  $485

RX-1000TBR  $550

SCOPES 

VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40  $325

VX-I 3-9x50  $420

VX-I 4-12x40  $420

VX-II 1-4x20  $420

VX-II 2-7x33  $420

VX-II 3-9x40  $460

VX-II 3-9x50  $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  $620

VX-II 4-12x50  $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO  $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT  $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20  $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32  $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36  $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40  $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO  $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR  $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50  $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO  $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR  $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  $1335

Call us for the best prices 

on other products

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600  --------------------------- $275

RX- 750TBR ---------------------- $370

RX- I000 --------------------------- $445

RX- I000TBR  --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33 ----------------------- $275

VX-I 3-9x40  ---------------------- $295

VX-I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380

VX-I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x40  --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x50  --------------------- $475

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  --------------- $560

VX-II 4-12x50  -------------------- $595

VX-II 6-18x40 AO ---------------- $635

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT --------- $690

VX-3 1.5-5x20 -------------------  $525

VX-3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525

VX-3 2.5-8x36 -------------------- $525

VX-3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615

VX-3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO ------------- $750

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR --------------- $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50  ------------------ $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  -------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO ------------- $860

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR ------------  $910

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR --------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT ------  $1055

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375

Chargemaster Dispenser $415

Chargemaster Combo $670

FL Die Sets (most cals) $70

Pro-melt Furnace $710

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool $90

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $195

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale $110

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125

Pivot Bipod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

19 Babbage Rd
Roseville Chase NSW 2069

MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
SAT: 8am - 3pm
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

www.magnumsports.com.au

ADDRESS:  19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE:  02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE  
DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311 www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS:  
MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 
SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery *  

 

 

 

 

BACK PACKS  

2200  $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo  $240

Hyper Hydro  $179

Hyper Vent  $310

Monster Fanny  $215        

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor  $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Du�el  $430

Ultra Day  $240

 
RCBS   
Chargemaster 1500 Scales  $335

Chargemaster Dispenser  $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals)  $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers  $120

Hand Priming Tool     $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale    $95

RC Supreme Master Kit  $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL  

Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest  $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest  $455

Electronic Mu�s $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale   $135

Electronic Calipers  $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bi-Pod   $125

Pivot Bi-Pod   $175

Front Leather Bag   $65

Rear Leather Bag   $69 

 

 

 

RANGEFINDERS  

RX-600  $285

RX-750TBR  $405

RX-1000  $485

RX-1000TBR  $550

SCOPES  

VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40  $325

VX-I 3-9x50  $420

VX-I 4-12x40  $420

VX-II 1-4x20  $420

VX-II 2-7x33  $420

VX-II 3-9x40  $460

VX-II 3-9x50  $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  $620

VX-II 4-12x50  $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO  $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT  $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20  $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32  $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36  $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40  $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO  $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR  $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50  $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO  $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR  $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  $1335

Call us for the best prices 
on other products

*

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600  --------------------------- $275
RX - 750TBR  ---------------------- $370
RX - I000 --------------------------- $445
RX - I000TBR  --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33  ----------------------- $275
VX -I 3-9x40  ---------------------- $295
VX -I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380
VX -I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX -II 3-9x40  --------------------- $380
VX -II 3-9x50  --------------------- $475
VX -II 4-12x40 AO  --------------- $560
VX -II 4-12x50  -------------------- $595
VX -II 6-18x40 AO  ---------------- $635
VX -II 6-18x40 AO TGT  --------- $690
VX -3 1.5-5x20  -------------------  $525
VX -3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525
VX -3 2.5-8x36  -------------------- $525
VX -3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615
VX -3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700
VX -3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700
VX -3 4.5-14x40 AO  ------------- $750
VX -3 4.5-14x40 LR  --------------- $835
VX -3 4.5-14x50  ------------------ $835

VX -3 4.5-14x50 LR  -------------- $915
VX -3 6.5-20x40 AO  ------------- $860
VX -3 6.5-20x40 EFR  ------------  $910
VX -3 6.5-20x40 LR  --------------- $915
VX -3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  ------  $1055
VX -3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375
Chargemaster Dispenser $415
Chargemaster Combo $670
FL Die Sets (most cals) $70
Pro-melt Furnace $710
Vibratory Case Cleaner $155
Electronic Digital Calipers $120
Uniflow Powder Measure $160
Hand Priming Tool $90
Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $195
Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255
RC -130 Reloading Scale $110
RC Supreme Master Kit  $599
Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345
2800 $415
4500 $720
Diablo $240
Hyper Hydro  $179
Hyper Vent $310
Monster Fanny $215
Nanno Fanny $120
Reactor $159
Superday $299
Terra Glide Du�el $430
Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220
Rock Jnr Rest $125
Rock Comp Rest $380
Lead Sled Plus $320
Fire Control R est $455
Electronic Mu�s $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135
Electronic Calipers $79
Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125
Pivot Bipod $175
Front Leather Bag $65
Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

2 MONTH LAY-BY WITH A 20% DEPOSIT

Springfield 1911 Ronin Target 
Stainless/Black 9mm Target 
Adjustable Sights Normally $2090 
.................. This month Just $1595

Bushmeister BA-X12
Lever Release 12G Shotguns

Bushmeister BA-X12 Walnut 20” Or 28“ 
Barrels ............ This month only, just $835

Bushmeister BA-X12 Synthetic 20” Or 28“ 
Barrels ............ This month only, just $810

Bushmeister BA-X12 20" or 28" Synthetic 
Combo ............This month only, just $999

Bushmeister BA-X12 20"  
Marine Walnut ............................Just $860

Bushmeister BA-X12 20" Marine Synthetic 
.........................This month only, just $835

Bushmeister BA-X12 20" Tactical 
....................................................Just $899

Bushmeister BA-X12 20" Camo 
........................ This month only, just $920

Wheeler FAT Wrench 
Back in Stock ................................Just $175

Arttech Pump Action Rifles In Stock Now

Arttech Straight Pull Rifles In Stock Now

Arttech Prima XP Pump Action 
308, .30-06 or 300 win mag ......... Just $1640

Arttech Prima SP Straight Pull Synthetic 
308, .30-06 or 300 win mag ......... Just $1640

Arttech Prima SP Straight Pull Walnut
.308 or .30-06 ............................... Just $1760

Marlin 1894 Dark 16” 44 magnum 5 shot 
357 magnum 7 shot ......................... $2534

Marlin 1895T Trapper Stainless .45-70 16” 
5 shot ................................................ $2295

Marlin 1895G Guide Gun .45-70 18.5”  
4 shot ................................................ $1995

Marlin 1895C Classic .45-70 22”  
4 shot ................................................ $1910

Marlin 444 150th Anniversary 444 Marlin 
24” 8 shot Engraved with  
High Grade Walnut ........................... $4395

Marlin 1895BL Dark .45-70 6 shot ... $2295 
444 Marlin 16” 5 shot ....................... $2545

Marlin 336 Dark .30-30 16” 5 shot ... $2545

Marlin 1895 410 410g 22” 4 shot ..... $2295

Marlin 1895 SBL (Stainless Big Loop) .45-
70 18.5” 6 shot ................................. $2240

Marlin 1894 SBL (Stainless Big Loop) 
44 Magnum 16.5” 7 shot .................. $2375

Marlin 1894 CB (Cow Boy) 20” Octagonal 
10 shot 44 Magnum or 357 mag ...... $2680

MARLIN SHIPMENT LANDED 
VERY LIMITED STOCK  

AVAILABLE NOW True One Shot Auto Zero  
NIOA Backed 3-year Replacement Warranty
Best Value on the Market • Mounts straight 
to Pic Rail • Simple to use One Scroll Knob 
Menu • Waterproof

IAIMING CLEARANCE

iA-317 Was $3365 .................... Just $2590 
384x288 sensor 17 µm • 1200m Detection Range
iA-612 Was $5130 .................... Just $4055 
640x512 Sensor 12 µm • 2000m Detection Range

Caldwell Rest Specials
Caldwell “The Rock” Combo 
The Rock front rest with 
filled rear bag 
While stocks last ......................  Just $229

Bushnell Spot On Trail Cam
18MP Tan Low Glow Twin
pack with 2 Trail Cameras
While stocks last 
........................... Just $249 

Bushnell Elite 4500 4-16x50 
Multi-X Reticle Was $610 
..... Just $399 until sold out

Bushnell Elite 4500 2.5-10x40 
Multi-X Reticle Was $545
...... Just $349 until sold out

Glock 44 22lr  
..............................................$1025

GLOCK IN STOCK!

Glock 17A Olive 9mm 
............................................... $1080

Glock 17A Gen 4 9mm 
............................................... $1145

Glock 17A Gen 5 9mm 
............................................... $1245

Glock 34 MOS Gen 5  
9mm Optics Ready 
Cased with 2 mags 
............................................... $1630 
*Optic not included

Glock 34 Gen 4 9mm 
............................................... $1375

Glock 17A 9mm 
............................................... $1080

Glock 17A Gen 5  
MOS 9mm Optics Ready 
............................................... $1430

LEUPOLD VX-3HD SPECIALS

IN STOCK NOW
Leupold Silver Scopes

Leupold VX-3HD 
4.5-14x40 CDS-ZL Silver Duplex .....$1195

Leupold VX-3HD  
4.5-14x50 CDS-ZL Silver Duplex .....$1375

Leupold VX-3HD 3.5-10x40 CDS-ZL Matte 
Duplex. Limited Stock ................Just $799

Leupold VX-3HD 4.5-14x40 CDS-ZL Matte 
Duplex. Limited Stock ................Just $949

Leupold VX-3HD 6.5-20x40 EFR CDS-T 
Turrets, Fine Duplex Reticle ..............$1435

*Not available for firearm  
or ammunition purchases
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T he Australian Criminal Intelligence 
Commission (ACIC) has adjusted 
the estimated number of illegal long 
arms in circulation in Australia, 

but has left the estimated number of illegal 
handguns in circulation unchanged. The 
ACIC statement said:

“Due to its clandestine nature, the size 
of the illicit firearm market cannot be 
definitively measured. However, based 
on available data, the Australian Criminal 
Intelligence Commission (ACIC) conserva-
tively estimates there are 200,000 firearms 
(190,000 long-arms and 10,000 handguns) 
in the domestic illicit market. This is a 
reduction compared to the previous esti-
mate released publicly in 2016.

This revised estimate is based on a 
range of intelligence sources, including 
historical and updated firearm importation 
figures, seizure trends, and the number of 
firearms surrendered during the course 
of Commonwealth, state and territory 
amnesties.

There are a number of variables involved 
in reaching this assessment, and the ACIC 
will continue to review this estimation 
as more definitive information becomes 
available.”

The Sporting Shooters’ Association 
of Australia (SSAA National) contacted 
the ACIC for further explanation but was 
declined further comment. In particular, 
clarification was sought around the 
unchanged nature of the estimated number 
of illicit handguns in circulation. 

The estimation of Australia’s illicit 
firearm numbers dates back to 2012 and has 
been bandied about by mainstream media 
and politicians in search of a number to 
bring credibility to their viewpoints. This 
has been challenged on numerous occasions 
by SSAA National and remains a point of 
contention.

While the number is technically no longer 
outdated, estimating the number of illegal 
firearms in Australia without any method 
of establishing accuracy is dangerous when 
ultimately it is law-abiding firearm owners 
who bear the brunt of any negativity and 
changes to firearm laws.

WA Firearm alliance enters 
government consultation
An alliance bringing Western Australia’s 
grassroots firearms and firearms interest 
groups together has secured ongoing meet-
ings to achieve transparent and ongoing 
consultation on the rewrite of the state’s 
firearms act.

The WA Firearms Community Alliance 
(WAFCA) has been pushing for meaningful 
consultation with the WA Government 
since its inception in April this year. The 
group’s creation was motivated by the 
member groups attending infrequent token 
consultation meetings and a tirade of 
media announcements and negative press 
demonising the concept of legal firearms 
being owned by law-abiding members of the 
community. 

A rewrite of WA’s Firearms Act was 
announced in March 2022 and is set to 
be tabled in WA Parliament in November 
2023. With a clear majority in both houses 
of parliament, the WA Labor party, previ-
ously led by Mark McGowan and now 
Roger Cooke, has had the power. Much 
of the media coverage that has followed 
reiterates that popularity, being particularly 
skewed. Most recently, The West Australian 
newspaper printed an article titled ‘Glacial 
progress on WA’s long overdue gun laws 
overhaul as another woman murdered in 
domestic violence horror’. 

Linking these events shows a clear 
lack of understanding that the only group 
impacted by regulating firearms is the 
law-abiding civilians who have a genuine 
reason, license themselves, register their 
firearms and store them appropriately. 

In another illustration of misrepresenting 
firearm ownership in Australia, a story for 
SBS introduced shotgunner Rocky Shi as 
an “unapologetic gun enthusiast” and went 
on to clumsily suggest there is a stereotype 
that “gun owners are violent” and there are 
‘experts’ that back this claim.

When writing about firearms, maintaining 
fairness and balance while putting together 
a good story can be a difficult task, particu-
larly when seeking sales or ratings.

Firearms and the shooting sports are 
also a specialised knowledge area and it 

can be easy to get it wrong unless you are 
a sporting shooter or you have personal 
experience with the topic.

SSAA National actively works with the 
media and contacts journalists and news 
sources to help address inaccuracies and 
educate media professionals. A Journalist’s 
Guide to Firearms and the Shooting Sports 
was produced as an extensive guide to 
assist journalists and media professionals 
when reporting on firearms-related stories.

NZ firearm owner information breach
Just one month after its launch, New 
Zealand’s new Firearms Safety Authority 
has leaked private details of firearm 
owners. 

Human error has been blamed for the 
incident that has jeopardised the safety of 
law-abiding licensed firearm owners and the 
wider public, should details ever reach the 
wrong hands. This breach leaked the email 
addresses, via an email sent by authority 
staff to more than 100 firearm owners 
in the carbon copy (cc) rather than blind 
carbon copy (bcc) address field, in an effort 
to notify them their address details needed 
updating. It also follows the theft of old fire-
arms files from a disused Auckland police 
station last year that contained the names 
and addresses of thousands of licensed 
firearm owners.

It is this exact scenario that the Sporting 
Shooters’ Association of Australia (SSAA 
National) has raised as a concern during the 
public submission process to the Attorney-
General’s Department about the National 
Firearms Register concept.

The existing firearms registries in 
Australia’s states and territories are rife 
with errors, which are inevitable during 
data entry. There is also a lack of consis-
tency in data uploading of firearms that has 
been further exacerbated by human entry. 
Over the years there have been numerous 
breaches of these registries where the 
details of firearm owners have been made 
public, often with human error to blame. 
The potential for this to occur on a larger 
scale is very real when you consider the 
details of one million firearm owners could 
be accessed from one central point.

The consultation process for the Register 
questioned whether trusted non-govern-
ment entities should be able to access 
registries for reasons such as verification 
of permits. However, we are mindful that 
the more people altering Register entries 
equates to greater potential for errors and 
in turn, an increased potential for misuse 
and possible privacy breaches. .

Illicit firearms estimates adjusted,
NZ registry breach and WA fire-
arms community wins fight for 
consultation
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AUS TACTICAL PRECISION

02 9651 5726 australiantacticalprecision.com.au

Australia’s largest range of scope rails, rings and mounts. 
The best brands at great prices. Fully stocked warehouse with over 4000 products. 

100% Accurate website stock levels. No dropshipping, no backorders, no BS.

• Bipods and Tripods
• Muzzle Brakes
• Range and Competition Gear
• Recoil Pads
• Red Dots and Mounts

A huge range of products from leading companies such as:

• Reloading Dies and Accessories
• Rifle and Spotting Scopes
• Rifle Chassis and Accessories
• Scope Rings and Rails
• Thermal and Night Vision

Plus 130 other brands!



O n December 12 last year when 
many Australians were contem-
plating the Christmas break, 
Constables Matthew Arnold (26), 

Rachel McCrow (29) and local man Alan 
Dare (58) arrived at a remote Queensland 
property for what they thought would be 
a routine check on a resident. In what 
followed, all three were shot dead in a 
brutal ambush and subsequently the three 
culprits - brothers Gareth and Nathaniel 
Train and Gareth’s wife Stacey - were shot 
and killed by responding police.

Much of what occurred, the how and the 
why of this tragedy, hasn’t been revealed 
but will no doubt emerge at the inquest. 
What this did initiate though was a renewed 
push for a National Firearms Register, 
linking the different state and territory 
registries into a more seamless whole, 
allowing police anywhere to check on the 
licensing and registration status of any 
person and any firearm.

No quick fix in 
proposed National 
Firearms Register
John Maxwell

In the case of the shootings at 
Wieambilla, a rural locality on the Darling 
Downs in south-east Queensland, the issue 
is whether police might have behaved 
differently, with more caution and perhaps 
greater numbers had they known of the 
guns and background of those at the prop-
erty. According to media reports Gareth 
Train was a rabid conspiracy theorist, an 
active participant in conspiracy websites, 
sovereign citizen, anti-vaxxer and gun 
enthusiast hostile to government and 
police.

The officers’ visit to the property appar-
ently had a dual purpose, one a request 
from NSW for a welfare check on Nathaniel 
Train initiated by his estranged wife (he 
hadn’t been in contact since October). The 
other was a separate check on Train over 
an incident on December 17, 2021 when he 
apparently tried to sneak from NSW into 
Queensland by backroads at the height of 
COVID lockdowns. His vehicle became 

bogged at the border crossing and for some 
reason he abandoned two registered fire-
arms. The warrant related to a breach of 
COVID restrictions.

Police had unsuccessfully visited the 
property previously seeking to locate 
Nathaniel Train so was there any reason to 
believe this visit would be any different? 
Again the inquest might shed some light. 
Train held a NSW firearms licence which 
had been suspended at the time of the 
shootings because of the border incident, 
police subsequently saying they found six 
firearms at the property, two registered to 
Nathaniel Train, three unregistered and one 
unknown.

So were there any red flags which may 
have alerted police to the danger their 
officers might face at this remote property 
that day? Again we’ll have to wait for the 
inquest, though the mainstream media 
was already running stories about how this 
might all have been prevented had there 
been an effective national gun registration 
regime. This is a longstanding issue.

In the 1996 National Firearms Agreement 
(NFA) those jurisdictions without fire-
arms registration (NSW, Queensland and 
Tasmania) agreed to create registration 
systems, while the others were required to 
review their existing registration systems 
so databases could be linked. And so was 
developed the National Firearms Licensing 
and Registration System (NFLRS) to serve 
as an Australia-wide reference library for 
police and law enforcement agencies. That 
has passed through various incarnations 
and in 2002 CrimTrac took over its manage-
ment which, for shooters, meant unfortu-
nate connotations. Were we criminals in 
need of tracking?

Most recently individual state and 
territory registries were linked by way 
of the Australian Firearms Information 
Network (AFIN), previously known as the 
National Firearms Interface and operated 
by the Australian Criminal Intelligence 
Commission (ACIC). AFIN was commis-
sioned in 2018-19, requiring states 
and territories to transition to the new 
improved system.

What’s proposed now appears to be what 
was aspired to back in 1996 but if seamlessly 
linking registries was cheap and simple, 
it would’ve been done long before now. 
Considering the ambitions, history, diver-
sity of data and legacy of state and territory 
systems, what’s proposed has the potential 
to be the IT project from hell, costing a 
fortune and taking forever to implement. 
The underlying problem is the existing 
national system has never worked very well 
and has been described as ‘clunky’.
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Some of the shortcomings have been 
highlighted in various inquiries. The one 
into the 2014 Martin Place siege suggested 
authorities experienced challenges in 
ascertaining the status of the gun used by 
the perpetrator. This seems curious as that 
perpetrator had never held a NSW firearms 
licence and was in possession of a pump-
action shotgun (banned for pretty much 
everyone since 1996) which had its barrel 
and stock shortened.

In the report of the 2015 Senate 
committee inquiry into firearm-related 
violence (initiated by the Greens), CrimTrac 
said NFLRS was a capability which did its 
best to bring information to a single place 
but didn’t replace the local system. Even 
the newest state registration systems and 
their databases hark back to the 1996 NFA, 
when the priority was getting it all up and 
running quickly, not so much ensuring they 
could effectively communicate outside their 
state or territory.

Furthermore, any IT system requiring 
manual data entry of all those serial 
numbers, calibres and firearm descriptors 
is bound to contain errors as many shooters 
have seen for themselves. And there’s 
more. Terminology isn’t standardised across 
the different state and territory registries. 
“There’s no consistency in terms of any of 
the systems we run when you run states 
and territories and a Commonwealth 
system. And that’s the difficulty of trying 
to run hybrid systems,” former ACIC 
head Mike Phelan told a Senate estimates 
committee in March 2021.

And to put it at its kindest, some state 
registries just don’t work very well. A 2020 
report by the Queensland Auditor-General 
found a stack of problems with the police-
run licensing and registration system, as 
the firearms register was neither accurate 
nor up-to-date and was no longer fit-for-
purpose, it said.

A 2019 Auditor-General report said WA 
Police’s key firearm licensing information 
system didn’t effectively support the entity 
to carry out its licensing and compliance 
activities. Basic licence and compliance 
information was unreliable and hard to get, 
the Auditor said. “It was disappointing to 
find that Police still has significant weak-
nesses in its regulatory controls and infor-
mation systems, particularly given that this 
Office in its 2009 and 2013 audits had previ-
ously reported many of these weaknesses,” 
it said. In 2019 the NSW Auditor concluded 
information on the state’s firearms registry 
was inaccurate and out of date.

And so getting on for three decades after 
a national system was first proposed, some-
thing which actually works could finally be 
in sight. After some back and forth between 
the Commonwealth, states and territories, 
the go-ahead emerged from an extraor-
dinary meeting of the Police Ministers 
Council in Sydney on April 3.

Here’s Attorney-General Mark Dreyfus: 
“We want this Register because we want 
to ensure we’re doing everything we can to 
prevent an incident like Wieambilla occur-
ring again,” he said. “We want to keep our 
police and communities safe. What the 
National Register will do is create a single 
shared record of firearms and firearms 
owners. It’ll give us the ability to trace 
firearms throughout their life in Australia 
and police say this will let them assess risk 
better than they currently can.”

A post-meeting communique set out the 
broad objectives and a discussion paper 
went into a little more detail on what the 
register aims to achieve. The National 
Firearms Register will be able to operate 
in near real-time, supply details of licence 
holders and provide a single firearm record 
with technical details, identity and history. 
It will be inter-operable between jurisdic-
tions, linking firearms and individuals and 
where possible will make use of existing 
systems.

That does suggest entire state or terri-
tory systems (or elements) deemed 
beyond remediation will be replaced and 
significantly, considering what happened 
at Wieambilla, it’ll provide notification of 
cross-jurisdictional movement of firearms. 
So does that mean anyone heading inter-
state on a hunting trip or to a competition 
will have to give notice? We don’t know, 
although that’s already the situation for any 
shooter travelling to Western Australia.

The discussion paper says that in 
providing better information on firearm 
movements (import, export, interstate 
transfer and ownership), the Register would 
also aim to increase identification of the 

movement of firearms to the illicit market 
“allowing law enforcement to take decisive 
and timely action to locate and seize these 
firearms”.

“The sharing of information between 
jurisdictions could also facilitate efficient 
administration of licensing, permit and 
registration systems, decreasing regulatory 
impost on the firearms community through 
reducing duplication, while ensuring vital 
information can be shared between regis-
tries,” it says. Any move to reduce the 
regulatory impost on the firearms commu-
nity is to be welcomed but on this one we’ll 
hold judgment.

There’s more. The National Firearms 
Register, the paper says, would provide a 
single shared record that uniquely identi-
fies each firearm in Australia, as well as 
each non-government individual or entity 
authorised to possess a firearm. It would 
provide a view of firearms in Australia with 
an ability to track movement between enti-
ties, from import or manufacture to export 
or destruction. It should feature an alert or 
notification function for prescribed high risk 
information or events. For example it would 
raise a red flag for rejected, suspended or 
cancelled licences, interstate transfers, 
detected non-compliance with licence 
conditions, stolen firearms and ongoing 
probity checks.

The discussion paper poses some ques-
tions, some unexceptional, but number two 
asks: Should a National Firearms Register 
trace more than firearms, for example 
firearm accessories, magazines, parts and 
ammunition? From the viewpoint of the 
shooting community the answer should be 
an emphatic ‘No!’ Firstly it’s challenging 
enough just tracking firearms and secondly, 
any tracking regime would require those 
parts, accessories, magazines to be individ-
ually identified by serial number, creating 
a bureaucratic nightmare and delivering no 
conceivable community safety benefit.

The discussion paper does suggest 
firearms dealers will play a greater role. 
“The contribution authorised firearms 
dealers make to community safety could 
be strengthened as part of a Register,” it 
says. “Specifically, a Register could improve 
how trusted entities engage with firearms 
registries by providing a verification service 
to support licensing and permit systems, 
capable of electronically verifying any fire-
arms licence or permit issued in Australia.” 
Furthermore, dealers would be able to 
electronically submit and manage informa-
tion on stock and make relevant reports to 
registries.   .

What’s proposed 
has potential to 
be the IT project 

from hell

No quick fix in proposed National Firearms Register
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LUX
CZ 600

A MODERN CENTERFIRE 
RIFLE WITH A TRADITIONAL 
EUROPEAN DESIGN
The CZ 600 series features a number of unique, 
patented features and guaranteed accuracy.

 CALIBRES: 
223 Rem. |  30-06 Spring. |  300 Win. Mag. |  308 Win.

 RRP:  $1995

I ’ve been interested in hunting since 
I was a young boy when Dad would 
let me have a shot of his Webley 
Vulcan .22 air rifle in the garden back 

in England, shooting at old milk bottles 
or whatever we could lay our hands on to 
make some sort of target. Occasionally we’d 
take that rifle on camping holidays to north 
Wales and Dad would ask the farmer whose 
land we stayed at if he’d mind if we went 
looking for rabbits, which he never objected 
to. Dad and I would talk about buying a 
proper rifle eventually but that day never 
came and sadly in 2014 he passed away far 
too young.

Fast forward 25 or so years from those 
afternoons when smashing a milk bottle with 
a lead pellet gave me such a thrill, and in 
2019 I married my now-wife whose parents 
own a 100-acre hobby farm in northern 
Victoria. It’s about 25 per cent cleared, 
backs on to pine plantations and when we 
go there I always take a walk to see what’s 
about. Invariably I spot a few fallow deer 
grazing near the creek and plenty of roos 
sharing the pasture, though this time after 
a wet summer in the foothills of the Snowy 
Mountains, all the animals were fat and their 
numbers plentiful. Joe, my father-in-law, 
assured me he’d seen lots of deer and if I 
went and sat up by the back boundary, soon 
enough I’d spot them coming out of the 
pines and heading for the creek.

Early one Saturday morning I donned my 
camo gear and Crispi boots, shouldered my 
.223 Ruger American and with much antici-
pation went to see what was grazing among 
the gums and tall grass near the creek. Now 
I’m no expert hunter, I shoot a decent group 
with my .308 Voere LBW from 100 yards 
but still have much to learn about the art 
of stalking, hunting and high-calibre rifles. 
What I do have is a passion for the sport 
and enthusiasm to learn. I feel there’s no 
greater meditation than being in the wilder-
ness - just me and silence and nature - the 

intense awareness and concentration a good 
hunt demands.

Last time I was on this property I walked 
almost the entire perimeter before returning 
a few hours later only to see a fallow doe 
and her fawn barely a stone’s throw from 
the house. So I headed straight to the creek 
just beyond the first paddock hoping I’d be 
lucky again. Sure enough I was but the three 
fallow saw me long before I spied them and 
off they scampered into the scrub. The deer 
were pretty jumpy considering they’re rarely 
hunted but Joe assured me there were plenty 
so I persevered.

Next morning I headed out a bit later and 
followed a similar path, taking a slightly 
higher line near the crest of the hill and 
being careful where I stepped. Again a 
small herd of about five or six saw me 
and retreated to safety while in the same 
moment an unmistakable shape caught 
my eye in distant peripheral vision. The 
image you see on magazine covers that 
makes your heart beat that little bit faster 
- a royal, broad-headed stag with antlers 
almost as long as my arms standing proudly 

surveying his territory. And yes, he was 
looking straight at me, even from the 300m 
that separated us.

I crouched on one knee, lined him up in 
the scope and placed the cross-hairs on his 
chest. We both remained motionless for what 
seemed like an age though was probably only 
five or 10 seconds, before he bolted sideways 
and into the pines. He was there, I’d seen 
him with my own eyes so I’d be back that 
evening to wait for him with the .308.

Everyone was settling into some cheese 
and wine before dinner when I told them I 
was heading out again to look for the stag 
I’d seen earlier. I was on a mission so off 
I went in my new Spika camo gear, knife 
in sleeve, ear protecters, meat bags, three 
rounds in the mag, three in the pocket and 
boots zipped up.

I headed straight to the back boundary 
fence line where he’d leapt out of sight. It 
was 5.45pm and by 7.30 it would be dark 
so if I was going to take him it would have 
to be in the next hour or so. I found a spot 
which gave me a vantage point almost 
straight down the boundary and clear 

This one’s for you, 
Dad
Doug Walker reflects 
on his first trophy stag

Doug savours the moment.
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Doug’s vantage point which paid rich dividends.
Close-up view with his antlers apparent.

This one’s for you, Dad
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range to about 300m. The drizzle had set 
in and a cooling chill started to nip the air. 
My breath was steaming above me though 
I didn’t mind being cold and wet for this 
experience. I lay in wait behind a fallen tree 
as the minutes ticked by, hoping he’d show 
himself before dark.

Maybe I was too early, maybe I’d spooked 
him that morning, maybe he’d emerge 
further up the pines out of my line of sight 
and I’d be forced to go stalking again. Or 
maybe he just wouldn’t show and I’d have 
to save my excitement for another day. Half 
an hour went by and serious doubt was 
starting to creep in until suddenly, as if he 
owned the place, a young fallow strutted 
confidently out of the pines about 150m 
away. Tempting and good to see but not 
what I wanted. Then a few minutes later a 
sambar followed the same path through the 
blackberries skirting the plantation.

My pulse quickened, adrenalin flowing 
now as drops of gentle, persistent rain 
started to soak through my trousers as 
I crouched behind the fallen gum. It was 
pushing 7pm, light was fading fast and it 
looked like tonight wasn’t going to be the 
hunt I’d hoped for. Right then that shape 
reappeared as if from nowhere, slowly 
crossing from the pines into Joe’s property 
about 200m away. This was it, the moment 
I’d been waiting for as I positioned my rifle 
on the timber in front of me with the stock 
tucked firmly into my shoulder.

He took a few more steps then stopped, 
antlers reaching high above his head like 
branches of the burnt trees nearby, his deep 
chest side-on to me. The Leupold making 

as much of the little light remaining gave 
me just enough to lock that image in my 
memory before taking one more second 
to be sure I was set. Safety off, breathe, 
squeeze. The Federal soft-point caught 
him squarely in the left shoulder and down 
he went in an instant. Got him! I sprinted 
the distance between us, shaking from the 
adrenalin pumping through me.

What a stunning specimen he was with 
broad chest, solid forehead and big brown 
eyes, my first trophy stag. As I stood over 
him I knelt and took a moment to take in 

what I’d just done, the gratitude I felt at 
this amazing opportunity and contrasting 
sadness at taking a life. Then came the 
excitement of landing my first trophy 
antlers along with regret that Dad couldn’t 
be there with me.

That mix of emotions was something I 
hadn’t expected when the day finally came 
and reflecting on that weekend now makes 
me realise this sport is far more intense 
than I ever anticipated. It’s a serious hobby, 
one to be respected and practised carefully. I 
rushed back to the house, told Joe an excited 
version of the past couple of hours then we 
took Joe's ute to retrieve my trophy.

It’s fair to say I’ll never forget that 
weekend and now I have the antlers to prove 
it. I still have the old Vulcan .22 at home and 
while it’s not much of a hunting rifle, it’s a 
beautiful piece of craftmanship that’ll stay in 
the family for as long as I can be sure of it. 
Who knows, the Voere might even join it in 
the heirloom treasure chest.   .

Taking the Polaris to get closer to the action before dark. 
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F or a hunter who prefers to stalk 
quarry on foot, the weight of a 
hunting outfit encompassing rifle 
and scope is something that’s 

taken seriously. While varmint and long-
range set-ups have their place in hunting 
and shooting, lugging a rifle which can 
weight 4.5kg or more over hill and dale isn’t 
conducive to a pleasurable trek. Ever since 
American custom-rifle maestro Melvin 
Forbes pioneered the ultra-light hunting 
rifle decades ago, there has been a dedi-
cated band of manufacturers the world over 
who still produce fine custom-made ultra-
light stalking rifles.

Many respected companies have dabbled 
in producing some attractive options 
though most of them are at the top end of 
the price scale. An ultra-lightweight rifle 
is one generally weighing less than 5lb 
(2.3kg) without a scope or rings/bases and 
it has taken Howa of Japan, in conjunction 

The Lite 
fantastic

Con Kapralos salutes Howa’s 
lightweight winner

with Fuller Global, to come up with a truly 
affordable version in two proven short-
action calibres in the Howa Super Lite.

Available in 6.5 Creedmoor and .308 
Winchester, the Howa Super Lite tips the 
scales at a tad over 2kg and is based around 
a newly-designed reduced scale short 
action, which size-wise is between Howa’s 
Mini Action and standard Short Action 
profiles paired with a carbon-fibre stock. 
Australian distributor Outdoor Sporting 
Agencies sent Australian Shooter one of 
the new Super Lites in .308 Winchester for 
assessment and review.

At a glance
The rifle arrived in two separate cartons, 
one containing the M1500 Super Lite 
barrelled action in .308 Winchester and the 
other the Stocky’s carbon-fibre riflestock. 
The gun was assembled as per user manual 
instructions and the bore cleaned to remove 

any factory preservatives. A compact 
Crimson Trace Brushline 3-9x40 riflescope 
with suitable rings was also supplied, the 
receiver fitted with a one-piece Picatinny 
rail designed specifically for the Super Lite 
action. The rifle weighs 2.08kg bare and 
with the Crimson Trace optic fitted settled 
the scales at 2.6kg.

Left side of receiver with 
clean lines and resemblance 
to standard Howa M1500 
but scaled down to reduce 
weight.

Layout of the action is pure Howa M1500, with 
three-position safety and well-proportioned 
ejection port.
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Barrelled action
The Super Lite action has been designed 
from scratch by Howa. Its size falls neatly 
between their Mini Action and standard 
Short Action, being a scaled-down version 
of the M1500 but retaining some of its 
features. The receiver is milled from a 
single piece of circular steel bar stock with 
the front receiver ring retaining the round 
profile, while the rear ring has the top 
milled flat. Top of the receiver is drilled and 
tapped for scope mounting though Howa 
have decided to supply the rifle with a 
Picatinny rail made precisely for the Super 
Lite action.

The ejection port still has plenty of room 
to allow for discharge of fired and unfired 
cases. The left side of the receiver has a 
small gas port on the front ring with make 
and model engraved into the flank, with 
the bolt release tucked in just behind the 
receiver tube, butting up alongside the tang. 
On the right side only the serial number 
adorns the front ring.

The recoil lug design follows those found 
on all Howa M1500s in that it’s integral 
to the receiver frame, milled from the 
same piece of steel, the action anchored 
to the stock by two Torx bolts screwed 
into the recoil lug and rear tang. To match 
the scaled-down receiver the barrel is of 
a number-one contour, measuring 510mm 
(20") and in the review calibre of .308 
Winchester has a one-in-10 rate of twist. 
The barrel’s finished in matte black to 
match the receiver and bolt body, handle 
and shroud. The muzzle is threaded ½x28 
threads per inch for use with accessories 
and in the case of the Super Lite, a muzzle 
brake would be an advantage to reduce 
muzzle flip.

Bolt
The Super Lite bolt when compared to the 
one on my Howa standard short action .223 
Rem is svelte to say the least. It retains all 
the features we’ve come to know in a Howa 
bolt, with M16-style extractor and plunger 

ejector and dually opposed locking lugs 
with 90-degree bolt lift, with which I’ve 
never had an issue on the countless Howa 
rifles I’ve reviewed. The bolt always locks 
solid and travels smoothly when cycling the 
action.

Trigger, safety, magazine
The trigger is the superb Howa Actuator 
Controlled Trigger system (HACT) which 
is a fully adjustable, two-stage design. It 
came set from the factory at 1.4kg, breaking 
crisply and cleanly and was left as-is for 
testing. The safety is part of the HACT unit 
and is Howa’s three-position system with 
middle blocking the trigger but allowing the 
bolt to be cycled, while rearward the bolt 
is locked down and trigger blocked. Fully 
forward allows the rifle to be fired.

The triggerguard and magazine shroud 
are made from a single piece of polymer and 
the detachable box magazine follows the 
trend, being polymer with the exception of 
the steel spring. The magazine is retained 
by a small clip on front of the shroud and 
pressing the latch releases it for easy 
removal. It holds three rounds which is 
plenty for an ultra-lightweight hunting rifle.

Stock
Naturally an ultra-light rifle would need a 
lightweight stock and the Howa Super Lite 
is no exception at 480 grams. It’s made of 
hand-laid carbon-fibre by Stocky’s Stocks in 
the US and uses their patented AccuBlock 
technology.

The stock has a pleasant profile with 

The Lite fantastic

The rifle comes with a LimbSaver recoil pad and 
QD sling swivel studs.

Super Lite bolt with dual-opposed locking lugs 
and M16-style extractor and plunger ejector.

The integral recoil lug, part of the receiver 
unit, mates with a corresponding recess in the 
AccuBlock bedding system. 

The stock with soft touch finish and spider-
webbing gives additional grip.
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SPECIFICATIONS
Manufacturer: Howa, Japan
Model: M1500 Super Lite
Action: Push-feed, dual-opposed locking lugs, 
steel receiver with integral recoil lug
Calibres: 6.5 Creedmoor, .308 Winchester 
(tested)
Barrel: 510mm (20") No.1 contour, one-in-
10 twist (.308 Win), threaded ½x28 TPI for 
accessories
Magazine: Three-shot polymer detachable 
box
Trigger: Two-stage Howa HACT, set at 
1.4kg, fully adjustable
Stock: Stocky’s carbon-fibre with AccuBlock 
bedding system
Length: 985mm
Weight: 2.08kg
RRP: $1650 (guide only)
Distributor: Outdoor Sporting Agencies

clean lines and no unwanted cheekpieces 
or raised combs and has a soft-touch finish 
applied with a grey webbing effect which 
gives additional grip. A LimbSaver recoil 
pad is also included which will help reduce 
some of the felt recoil, while sling swivel 
studs are fitted as standard. Inletting is 
perfect with the AccuBlock patented recoil 
lug bed mating precisely with the steel lug 
on the receiver frame and the barrel fully 
free-floating.

Range testing
The Howa Super Lite’s forte is as an ultra-
lightweight stalking rifle and not one suited 
to long-range sessions punching paper 
targets. To set up the rifle with the supplied 
Crimson Trace optic, a range session beck-
oned and it would be interesting to see how 
the four supplied hunting loads from PPU 
and Hornady would fare through the pencil-
thin barrel and 2.6kg weight.

Single five-shot groups were fired 
from each ammunition sample and it was 
pleasing to see all groups less than 1.5 
MOA. In all cases, the first three shots 
printed groups between 0.75-1 MOA but as 
the barrel warmed up, shots four and five 

did tend to disperse, even though the barrel 
was allowed to cool somewhat between 
shots, considering the temperature was in 
the low 30s. The rifle was a tad lively to 
shoot off the bench but with its light weight 
this was to be expected, though most 
importantly it was an accurate shooter for 
the task it’s designed for.

Field testing
The Howa Super Lite was called into action 
for a deer hunt on a private concession 
close to home where its light weight was a 
blessing. The rifle carried superbly over the 
shoulder and when required, was easy to 
manoeuvre on the fidgety fallow deer being 
culled. While shots were less than 150m, 
the rifle and Crimson Trace optic yielded 
a couple of deer for the table and two less 
pests for the landowner to worry about. 
The outfit’s weight and resultant recoil 
was never an issue when hunting on foot 
as you’d be lucky to fire two shots in quick 
succession.

Summary
The Howa Super Lite is superb for the 
stalking hunter looking for an affordable 
ultra-lightweight rifle. The calibres in 
6.5 Creedmoor and .308 Winchester will 
handle all medium to large game species 
in Australia without any issues. Adding an 
appropriate optic, in this case the Crimson 
Trace Brushline 3-9x40, made for a combi-
nation that was a joy to carry and use. 
The gun retails for around $1650 but shop 
around for the best deal on this cracking 
little hunting rifle. More at osaaustralia.
com.au   • Next month: Choosing a light-
weight rifle    .

Weight and 
resultant recoil 
was never an 
issue when 

hunting on foot

Polymer saves weight and the Super Lite uses it 
for the magazine and triggerguard/magazine 
shroud.

A lightweight, compact scope in Crimson Trace’s Brushline 3-9x40 was perfect.

The Lite fantastic
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GAMO OTHERS CALL IT  FUTURE

TEN SHOTS, ZERO RELOADS.

Gamo’s innovative 10X technology enables you to shoot up to 10 pellets without 
reloading. Simply break the barrel and fire for lightning-quick follow up shots.

�e 10X GEN 2 technology features a revolutionary new horizontal magazine 
integration, making it lighter, more compact and low profile. �e second 
generation10X offers smoother operation and improved accuracy.

One magazine included, also 
sold separately as an accessory.

ROADSTER IGT LOW PROFILE SYSTEM

SPEEDSTER STORM IGT

THE FIRST OF ITS KIND - NEXT GEN

�e outstanding Gamo Roadster IGT 10X GEN2 has arrived featuring our state of the art 
horizontal magazine, making it lighter, compact and low profile. Gamo’s IGT Inert Gas 
Technology power plant, a new ergonomic synthetic thumbhole stock, and the new 
patent-pending 10X Quick Shot GEN2 Technology.

• Ambidextrous Stock
• Scope Rail
• Front Sight Cover
• Macrometric Sight
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fps

.177 CAL. 22 CAL.

Ten shots, zero reloads and a brand new fast-reload stock compartment. Gamo’s Speedster 
IGT 10X Quick Shot GEN2 offers a smoother operation and improved accuracy together with a 
state of the art stock design. �e new Speedster combines the latest and most popular Gamo 
technologies in one air rifle, delivering an outstanding solution for pest control and hunting.

• Fully integrated manufacturing
• Repeated test firing
• Exhaustive quality control procedures
• Automotive-grade robotic technology
• Patented polymer-jacketed barrel
• Patented Whisper sound-dampening technology
• Green manufacturing facility

Own the air with Gamo today. �e most progressive and innovative 
air rifle manufacturer in the world.

• Ambidextrous Stock
• Scope Rail
• Front Sight Cover
• Macrometric Sight 1260
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FASTER, LIGHTER AND MORE 
PRECISE THAN EVER

THE DIFFERENCE IS IN OUR DNA.

Find your local Gamo Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au

LOW PROFILE SYSTEM

REPLAY-10 MAGNUM IGT

FASTSHOT IGT

THE FIRST OF ITS KIND

Gamo’s Replay 10 Magnum GEN1 is a 45 Joules high performance airgun which features 
Gamo’s 10x Quick shot® GEN1 technology. This exclusive system relies on a rotary 
multi-shot magazine which allows the shooter to blast up to 10 shots without touching 
a single pellet, improving the user’s autonomy, reducing reload timings and providing a 
more dynamic, agile and satisfying hunt.

• Ambidextrous Stock
• Scope Rail
• Scope
• Multishot
• 3-9x40 WRH Scope Incl.

1540
fps

1100
fps

.177 CAL. 22 CAL.

Gamo’s Fast Shot 10x IGT GEN1 combines the sobriety and sophistication of a classic 
wooden air rifle with the brand’s latest technological innovations. Gamo’s Fast Shot 10x IGT 
GEN1 includes Gamo’s 10x Quick shot® GEN1 technology. This ‘modern classic’ includes a 
precise 4x32WRH scope and features Gamo’s latest technologies.

• Ambidextrous Stock
• Scope Rail
• Scope
• Multishot
• 4x32 WRH Scope Incl.

1260
fps

880
fps

.177 CAL. 22 CAL.

REDEFINING GAMO’S MODERN CLASSICS

10X HOLLOW POINT
PELLETS
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W ith a planned Sunday at the 
range there’s always much to 
do and look forward to. This 
is a day for my main hobby 

with sunshine, exercise, fresh air and the 
excellent company of like-minded people, 
all determined to have a great day. At my 
local range, Victoria’s Eagle Park, many opt 
for benchrest shooting while others, like 
hunters, are doing their own but different 
preparations. The two are not in conflict 
but do have different skill sets with women 
equally represented in both groups and this 
is where a lot of male shooters discover 
ladies are sometimes better shots, as often 
they have a far lighter touch on the trigger.

Before the day there is (or should be) 
lots of preparation as often there’s much 
to be taken from your last visit. You can 
learn from your achievements, maybe more 
from your mistakes and the question should 
be: What can I do better next time? Many 
in business use a program of continuous 

improvement, a lifelong pursuit of benefi-
cial little changes usually called a one per 
cent change. Often it’s little things that can 
make a big difference, stack up a few one 
per cent victories and you’ll quickly find 
you’ve made considerable improvements.

A good example is when benchrest 
shooting, removing a redundant sling 
attachment point used to mount a bipod 
afforded a better position of my Ruger .223 
on the front shooting rest, which led to 
improved balance and allowed the rear rest 
to be repositioned. The outcome was better 
control and the result an overall improve-
ment in groups - simple, no cost, quick and 
effective.

And a close look at spent cases is worth-
while. Check for evidence of overloads 
(condition of the fired primer might give 
you a clue) and keep an eye out for faults 
and damaged cases. You may choose to 
focus on ‘flyers’, the shot which doesn’t 
land where it was aimed and it’s here the 

spent case in question should be examined, 
though your conclusion could be it was just 
the ‘Nut on the Butt’.

It’s helpful to devise a program to suit 
your interest. Benchrest shooting and 
hunting are different but equal as you must 
understand what you want to achieve and 
have a plan to get you there. Many shooters 
take more than one target to the range 
and to help make your assessment easier, 
consider arranging targets by calibre and 
even different loads. Look at contrast as 
often it’s easier to use black dots as aiming 
points on a target. You might choose a row 
or column to test one load, while another 
might be allocated to a different load and a 
detailed look at the results will be useful.

It’s personal choice but I usually decide 
on the size and placement of aiming points 
by calibre and load. The 6.5 Creedmoor 
with a first focal plane scope works well 
with a 12mm dot out to 100m, whereas the 
Howa in 308 Win with a 3x9x40 second 

At home 
on the range
Robert D. Moore makes the 
most of a walk in his local ‘Park’ The venerable Howa in .308 Win.
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Introducing the Australian Made 406MHz GPS Personal Locator 
Beacon from GME, the MT610G.

The MT610G is a super-compact, lightweight PLB, offering an impressive 
7-year battery life and a 6-year warranty.

Featuring an integrated 72 channel GPS receiver, high-intensity LEDs, IP68 
Ingress Protection, and an inherently buoyant design, the MT610G is designed 
to meet and exceed the latest international standards, ensuring enhanced 
peace of mind for the outdoor adventurer.

WHEREVER LIFE TAKES YOU,

TAKE THIS PLB.

GPS PERSONAL LOCATOR BEACON
MT610G

gme.net.au/plb
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focal plane or .22 WMR are much better 
when 25mm dots are used. And remember, 
how your eyes perform changes at longer 
ranges and as the years roll by.

Give some thought to which ‘toys’ you’ll 
use on that next visit. The usual practice 
is to take more than one rifle to the range, 
as a session with your .22 WMR can be as 
much fun as a session with the Creedmoor 
and could be a lot cheaper in terms of 
ammunition costs. Shooting the .22 WMR 
and .223R both without muzzle brakes is a 
fine low-cost combination and a switch to 
firearms with cheaper ammunition is also 

an option. Reloaded .223 ammo is often 
one-third the cost of some centrefires and 
25 grains of propellent for the .223 vs 55 
grains or more for larger calibres can save 
plenty. Compare a $39 box of 20 factory 
.308 loads to a box of 50 .22 WMR at the 
same price.

Under your plan, select the firearm(s) 
then make up or buy test batches of ammu-
nition. As an example, a recent test was to 
find out if my .308 Win using 168g ELD-M 
performed better with 44g of ADI 2208 
or, as recommended, 39g of ADI 2206H 
(in this case 2208 was better). On another 

day using 130g ballistic tips on the 6.5 
Creedmoor, a test was done to learn if 39g 
of ADI 2209 was better than the recom-
mended 41g of the same propellant, the 
41g load winning out. And don’t believe all 
advertised claims about the performance of 
anything, do it yourself and find the truth 
about you, your firearms and your situation.

On another day several brands and types 
of .22 WMR ammunition were checked, 
essentially comparing the 40-grain family of 
projectiles and newer 30-grain rounds with 
ballistic tips. All the latter in terms of accu-
racy, with their lower weight and higher 
speed, outperformed the others on paper, 
the 30g ballistic tipped ammo producing 
near consistent 1" groups out to 100m. 
Not so the others though a 2" group from 
a 40-grain .22 WMR isn’t all bad. A fellow 
shooter with a chronograph let me fire 
several rounds to determine the veracity 
of a claimed speed of 2200fps at the muzzle 
and it’s fair to say that, on the day, the 
maker’s claims were not replicated. I don’t 
know if this was typical or what the result 
might be hunting but the exercise was very 
educational.

If you’re spending $100 a month on 
factory ammunition then consider reloading. 
This can be both tedious and enjoyable but 
will save you money. Usually you’re trying 
to pocket a few dollars and perhaps solve a 
problem like what’s the best load for what 
you’re trying to achieve. If you buy a new 
hunting rifle and plan to go after deer, you 
want to know if you’ll get the best accuracy 
with 150g soft-points or 150g hollow-points. 
You could load a test batch of five rounds of 
each and even change the propellent charge 
with each batch. For maximum value, 
document all details of each batch: calibre, 
projectile weight, bullet maker and type, 
cartridge overall length (COAL), propel-
lent, load weight and expected speed then 
write the details on a label attached to your 
storage box.

Cause for concern . . . the Howa’s burnt barrel.

Reloading is a sure way to save money on ammo.

Just some of the tools which always seem to come in handy at the range.

At home on the range
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HUNTING FOR PERFECTION  & ALL NEW VALUE

S20 HUNTER
Was $3,299 RRP | Now $2,649 RRP

Save $650!

S20 PRECISION
Was $3,799 RRP | Now $3,049 RRP

Save $750!

SAKO S20 HUNTER
STRATA CAMO CERAKOTE
Was $3,999 RRP | Now $3,099 RRP

Save $900!

S20 PRECISION CERAKOTE
Was $4,099 RRP | Now $3,249 RRP

Save $850!

S20 HUNTER CERAKOTE
Was $3,599 RRP | Now $2,849 RRP

Save $750!

Proudly distributed by

More S20 info
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While working with a .308 I felt some 
frustration trying to shoot better groups. 
The rifle has fired about 2500 rounds and 
many would blame a burnt-out barrel so 
a borescope was used to determine the 
extent of damage to the start of the rifling 
lands, my quest being to find the best 
seating of projectiles to the lands. Based 
on experience and a measure of luck, the 
loaded rounds had the seating depth altered 
by 005" increments starting at 2.820" 
COAL, in this case best results found in the 
range of 2.830-2.835". Simple and effective, 
no frustration and easy to reproduce.

And so to the mysteries of the toolbox. 
On almost every trip to the range someone 
needs help - a band-aid, screwdriver, Allen 
key, torque driver or fat torque wrench. A 
high-viz jacket and beanie with your footy 
club colours or SSAA logo are essential as 
are safety glasses, hearing protection and 
spare bore flags. The list can be as long as 
your imagination or size of your toolbox 
(and wallet).

Loading your vehicle requires attention 
to detail and of course you’d know to stack 
in the reverse sequence to unloading at 
the range. Firearms, bolts and magazines 
are stored separately, ammunition by type 
in boxes under separate lock and key and 
don’t forget other items such as targets, 

wind flag, spotting scope, front and rear 
supports, miscellaneous tools and water 
bottle.

Once loaded it’s time to lock up, set 
the alarm and head to the range, ready for 
another walk in the park, Eagle Park in my 
case, which is set in a natural amphitheatre 
forming part of the You Yangs ranges not far 
from Geelong. Now if only we can arrange 
to manage the wind! And remember when 
you choose a day consider the family, 
satisfy their needs first even that’s just 
coming home safely with bread, milk and 
a newspaper, keeping in mind you’ll earn 
lots of ‘Brownie points’ towards that next 
trip. .

The Ruger with a one per cent ‘fix’.

It pays to record your test results for future 
reference.

At home on the range
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E Chimera PB - 223

0428 453 425
huntsshootingsupplies.com.au

Our Push Button 223 Features the ever popular, 
Push Button mechanism, located on the FOREND 
for a complete user friendly experience.
Comes with a 16” barrel, 1:7 twist, synthetic stock, 
and 2 x 5 round magazines.

Push Button Rifle
RRP $1895

Taking Orders NOW
Call for your nearest stockist.

Dealer Enquiries Welcome
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H awke Optics continues to 
produce some fine sports optics 
and believes in listening to their 
customer base and the market-

place before updating or refining products 
in their line-up. The flagship model in 
their riflescope range is the Frontier and 
this includes an extensive number of vari-
ants with both 1" and 30mm main tube 
diameters. More recently they released a 
selection of riflescopes with a 34mm main 
tube, obviously targeted at long-range and 
Precision Rifle Shooting (PRS) disciplines 
where maximum internal adjustment is 
required.

Australian Hawke Optics distributor The 
Scope Store approached Australian Shooter 
with a request to review a couple of scopes 
in the Frontier 30 SF 4-24x50 with LR Dot 
reticle (18 430) along with the Frontier 34 
FFP 5-30x56 SF IR specification with MOA 
Pro Ext reticle (18 641).

At a glance
The Frontier 30 SF 4-24x50 with its 30mm 
main tube weighs 662 grams and measures 
369mm, while the newer Frontier 34 FFP 
model in the 5-30x56 SF IR was much 
longer and heavier, coming in at 830 grams 
and 392mm.

Frontier range
All riflescopes in the Frontier stable use 
the H7 optical system with high zoom 
ratio, supreme clarity and light transmis-
sion, encompassing 14 reticles in either the 
first (FFP) or second (SFP) focal planes. 

The H7 optical system features lenses 
made from high-grade, low-dispersion 
Crown glass with 21-layer full multicoating 
and combined with a wide field-of-view 
and high-volume eye-box, they give the 
utmost riflescope performance in all light 
conditions.

The Frontier range also comes supplied 
with some neat accessories in a zoom 
magnification lever, professional metal 
flip-up lens covers, sunshade extension 
(model dependent) and a lens cleaning 
cloth. And user literature isn’t skimped on 
with Hawke supplying booklets covering 
instructions, scope alignment and detailed 
information on the reticle.

Frontier 30 SF 4-24x50 
This is an excellent choice for a hunting 
scope, especially for medium to long-range 
work with the LR Dot reticle. Having 
recently added a 7mm Remington Magnum 
to the stable, the Frontier 30 SF 4-24x50 
would be a perfect optic on this rifle with 
its illumination, side focus and, in this 
instance, the LR Dot reticle being spot-on 
for shooting out to 500m. The main tube is 
made from a single piece of aircraft-grade 
aluminium and has a matte black hard 
anodised finish, the turrets being ¼ MOA 
per click with the elevation turret having 
Hawke’s Zero Lock ‘n’ Stop feature.

Both turrets are exposed dials with 
push/pull locking. To adjust, the caps are 
pulled up and can be moved in the direction 
required, anti-clockwise for the elevation 
dial moving point-of-impact up and likewise 

for the windage dial (anti-clockwise moves 
point-of-impact to the right). With the 
elevation turret’s Zero Lock ‘n’ Stop feature 
set, you can dial up point-of-impact then 
easily return to the zero point. What’s 
pleasing to see is Hawke stipulate the zero 
stop can be removed for users who wish 
to do so, simply by following the instruc-
tions in the manual. Both dials are superbly 
designed and properly marked, having accu-
rate and repeatable clicks which are easy to 
feel and hear.

Adjacent to the elevation and windage 
turrets are the parallax (side-focus) and illu-
mination dials. The parallax dial is closest 
to the main tube and superbly designed for 
adjustment from 15 yards (14m) to infinity, 
graduations in between clearly marked 
and easy to adjust with the dial moving 
smoothly from minimum to maximum.

The illumination dial is next to the 
parallax and allows for the central dot on 
the LR Dot reticle to be illuminated by 
up to six brightness settings with an ‘off’ 
setting in between and even with no illumi-
nation the reticle dot is black and perfectly 
suitable for daylight use. A single CR2032 
lithium-ion button battery powers the illu-
mination and is housed in the dial body.

The ocular housing containing the high-
volume ‘eye-box’ has been designed to 
work as it should on a high-performance 
optic. The magnification power dial is well 
designed and moves between 4 to 24-power 
smoothly with all settings clearly marked. 
A small lever is supplied which can be 
attached to the power magnification dial to 

Eyes 
like a 
Hawke
Frontier scopes put Con Kapralos 
firmly in the picture
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assist moving it through the range though 
there was no need for it during testing.

The eyepiece has a fast-focus (dioptre) 
function which lets you focus the reticle 
precisely to your eyesight and has a 
locking-ring which secures it in posi-
tion. Eye relief on both review optics was 
generous at 100mm. The objective bell 
and ocular housing use professional quality 
aluminium flip-up lens covers which protect 
the external surfaces against the elements 
when not in use.

The LR Dot (16x) reticle is one of several 
options offered and my personal favourite 
for sheer simplicity. It’s a variant of the 
classic L4 reticle and uses a more open 
outer post design to keep more of the target 
visible and offers additional aim points for 
holdover. The reticle is in the Second Focal 
Plane (SFP), meaning it stays the same size 
through all magnification settings.

Frontier 34 FFP 5-30x56
The Frontier 34 range is squarely targeted 
at users who demand more internal adjust-
ment, such as long-range target shooters 
and PRS disciplines. This model (18 641) 
has several unique features in its 5-30x56 
magnification range including side focus, 
illumination and the reticle in the First 
Focal plane all housed within the 34mm 
main tube.

The sheer size and weight are immedi-
ately obvious with that 56mm front objec-
tive lens, 392mm length and 830-gram 
weight. The windage and elevation turrets 
have been designed with the end user in 
mind with ¼ MOA per click adjustment 
values for both turret, though the dials are 
laid out differently from each other. The 
elevation turret dial still incorporates the 
Zero Lock ‘n’ Stop feature but the collar 
is marked with increments from ‘0’ to ‘24’ 
MOA (quarter MOA sub-increments).

Once the turret has been dialled one 
entire rotation (upwards), bracketed figures 
above the ‘0-24 MOA’ marks enable you to 
dial from 25 MOA up to roughly 50 MOA 
using these reference marks. With the 
windage turret dial from the ‘0’ mark there 
are 12 MOA adjustment graduations to the 
right and 12 to the left, something only 
seen on windage dials which have been 
designed correctly with the long-range 
shooter in mind.

The parallax and illuminations dials are 
side-by-side adjacent to the elevation/
windage turrets, laid out with clear mark-
ings and smooth in operation. Parallax 
adjustment is from 15 yards (14m) to 
infinity with ranges of 20, 30, 50, 75, 100, 
200, 300 and 500 yards marked for quick 
adjustment. The illumination dial contains 

11 settings with an ‘off’ position between 
each, numbers 1-6 designated as night 
settings with 7-11 for daytime, handy moon 
and sun icons on the dial indicating this. A 
single CR2032 lithium-ion battery in the 
illumination dial housing powers the elec-
tronics, the ocular housing identical to the 
other review scope in design and operation.

The reticle is the MOA Pro Ext version 
and is in the First Focal Plane. Such reticles 
alter their size and subtension graduations 
with changes to the magnification settings. 
While FFP reticles are available in hunting 
riflescopes, their forte is at distance and 
the PRS disciplines where shooters are 
constantly dialing in to long ranges and 
must allow for crosswinds to make consis-
tent hits on targets out to 1000m. The MOA 
Pro Ext reticle resembles a Christmas tree 
to me, such is my familiarity with them.

Range testing
Both Frontier scopes were tested infor-
mally at the range, the 4-24x50 mounted 
on a Sako 85 in 7mm Remington Magnum 
and the 5-30x56 paired with a custom 
Howa Sporter in .223 Remington. Shooting 
to 300m both scopes performed superbly 

with the H7 optical system giving crisp, 
clear images out to the maximum distance. 
Each tracked as expected with adjustments 
made via windage and elevation dials being 
precise and repeatable.

The LD Dot reticle on the 4-24x50 with 
its hold-over graduations was right on the 
money with the ballistic data supplied by 
Hawke and I warmed to it so much it’ll be 
on the shortlist of scopes I’ll consider for 
the 7mm. The 5-30x56 with its 34mm main 
tube was excellent on the .223 Remington, 
though I see it as a perfect partner on 
calibres used for long-range shooting. At 
time of writing the Frontier 30 6-24x50 SF 
LR Dot has an RRP of $1523 and 34 FFP 
5-30x56 SF IR FFP MOA Pro Ext an RRP 
of $2230. .

The two scopes as 
reviewed, Frontier 34 
FFP 5-30x56 (top) and 
30 SF 4-24x50.

The ocular 
eyepieces on the 

Frontier 30 and 34 
are well designed. 

Comparing the 
differences in 
elevation turrets 
on the 34 FFP 
(left) and 30 SF.

Eyes like a Hawke



Australian Shooter   69 

TSA



70   Australian Shooter

A good hunting boot in my opinion 
is a very important piece of equip-
ment, along with a few other key 
essentials. After years of hunting 

with work boots and eventually making my 
way up to entry-level hiking/hunting boots 
to the more premium, it was about time to 
invest in a decent pair that can handle our 
harsh terrain and last years without the 
need to upgrade every season or two. Now, 
I guess this comes with a bit of a price, 
as the more durable boots on the market 
generally seem to be the less forgiving 
regarding comfort; however, the new 
(ABSS) system from Crispi this immedi-
ately caught my eye and had me very eager 
on getting my hands on a pair. I’ve had my 
eye on the Crispi range for quiet sometime!

Upon opening the box of the Crispi 
Nevada Legend EFX GTX, you see the 
quality of workmanship that has gone into 
making these premium boots. Crispi’s are 
handmade in Italy, unlike many other manu-
facturers whose boots are mas produced. 
The Nevada Legend EFX GTX are lace-up 
ankle boots. They feature Nubuck leather 
uppers with leather collars. The inside of 
the Nevada Legends EFX GTX feature a 
Gore-Tex Dual Tech lining, which has a 
100 per cent waterproof membrane for the 
harshest conditions to keep your feet dry. 
The Ankle bone support system (ABSS) 
gives added protection and support around 
the ankle, preventing sprains in those 
harsh conditions. The Nevada Legend EFX 
GTX are fitted with Vibram soles with a 
rubber rand around the lower edges of the 
boots, which provides excellent traction 
on all terrains and gives the boots added 
protection in all environments from cuts 
and splits from sharp objects found out in 
the field. The boots weigh in at about 800 
grams each boot (US10), making them on 
the lighter end compared to other options 
on the market. The boots feature 200 grams 
of Gore-Tex membrane, not only keeping 
your feet dry but also giving you warmth in 
those cold/sub-zero conditions. 

After having another brand of higher-end 

hiking/hunting boots fail 
on me in less than a year 
with there so-called 100 
per cent waterproofing, I 
was determined to put the 
Crispis to the test. In the 
time I’ve owned the boots, 
I can honestly say the 100 
per cent Gore-Tex dual 
lining held up to its name in 
wet paddocks to creek/river 
crossings. In my opinion, 
there is nothing worse than 
setting out in the early 
morning to find that you now must continue 
your hunt with wet feet and socks for the 
remainder of the day. Putting the boots on 
for the first time I noticed just how comfort-
able the inner sole was combined with the 
leather lining inside. Unlike many other 
boots which I’ve worn over the years, the 
Crispi Nevada EFX GTX don’t need to be 
worn in and are good to go straight out the 
box, meaning no blisters or sore feet after a 
long day out hunting. Like many products, 
Crispi recommend proper care instructions 
for the boots to insure you get the most out 
of them and I think these boots, being an 
investment, you should take the time to do 
this. The boots come with proper instruc-
tions and a small bonus tub of waterproofing 
and conditioner, which should be applied as 
per instructions with the sponge included.

After putting these boots through the 
paces in the field, they have held up excep-
tionally well. What I really love about the 
boots is the comfort, especially the mid 
sole, which gives a shock absorbing feel 

generally not found 
in other boot brands. 
The ankle support is 
phenomenal; walking on 
rocky surfaces to large 
inclines and declines, 
not once did I feel like I 
could roll my ankle even 
with my backpack loaded 
after a big carry out. 
While stalking I noticed 
the boots to be very 
quiet compared to other 
boots I’ve had in the 

past, which can be quite loud. Matched with 
the Vibram sole, the boots were very grippy 
even in wet weather. Generally, with some 
of the other brand of boots I’ve had, the first 
thing I want to do when I’m back at camp is 
to take the boots off to give my feet a rest. 
I can honestly say with my Crispi Nevada 
Legend EFX GTX this didn’t even cross 
my mind. If anyone is in the market for an 
exceptional pair of hunting/hiking boots, 
I highly recommend the Crispi Nevada 
Legend EFX GTX. They may be on the 
higher price bracket on the market at (RRP) 
$669, but like the old saying goes ‘buy once, 
cry once’. There is no surprise to me on the 
quality of Crispi boots having been founded 
in 1975 by Alessandro Marcolion. Crispi 
has been serving the market for more than 
40 years. Their technology and designing 
behind the Crispi Nevada Legend EFX 
GTX is second to none and I look forward 
to many more seasons out hunting with 
them! .

Crispi Nevada 
Legend EFX 
GTX
By Nick Rositano

The Nevada Legend EFX GTX boots 
are extremely comfortable to wear 
straight out of the box.

The Ankle Bone Support System is 
a game changer.
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AMPLUS 6

• 6x zoom for flexible use in several hunting situation
• 39 m field of view at 100 m
• Large exit pupil up to 12 mm
• High magnification range 3x - 18x
• New L-Ballistic reticle with hold over and windage marks for quick bullet 

drop correction. 2nd focal plane.
• Zero-stop ballistic turret
• Parallax adjustment down to 20 m
• 90 MOA elevation adjustment - 23 mrad total adjustment range

• +90% light transmission. AquaDura hydrophobic lens coating.
• Illuminated with 10 levels of adjustment. LED diode 0.9 mm at 100 m.
• Extremely rugged - all parts from high performance metal, waterproof and 

shock-resistant to 1500 Gs
• Huge 90 mm eye relief
• 30 mm tube
• Extremely compact length of scope: 30 cm/670 g (3-18x44 model)
• Ballistic Turret with Zero Stop Elevation on 3-18, 2.5-15 and 2.5-56 mm 

models (MOA models available on 50 and 56 mm scopes)

The Amplus 6 instils Leica’s proven DNA in a versatile riflescope with 6x zoom for everyday hunting.  Suits all 
hunting conditions and calibres from rabbits up to your largest big game.

RETICLE L-BALLISTIC MoA

SPECIAL OFFER

Terms and conditions apply. Special offer only valid through participating authorised 
Leica Camera Australia Sport Optics Dealers and only applies to new Leica Amplus 6 
riflescopes listed (Leica Product Codes: 50100, 50211, 50310, 50410) that are sold prior 
to 31/12/2023 or until stock sells out - whichever comes first. 
Recommended Retail Price (RRP) is a recommendation only and Dealers are under no 
obligation to sell or have sold at that price previously. Images for illustrative purposes only.

Visit your local participating Leica Sport Optics Dealer

VIC Delta Tactical | Frank O’Reilly’s Sports | Gun Sport Trading | Gunco Sports Superstore | H & S Firearms | In Season Hunting and Fishing Warragul 

Mansfield Hunting and Fishing | Miall’s Gun Shop NSW Abela’s Gun Shop | Elk’s Hunting & Fishing | Horsley Park Gun Shop | Safari Firearms

Tamworth Firearms QLD Hall’s Firearms Townsville | Hall’s Firearms Rockhampton | The Barn Toowoomba WA Claremont Firearms  SA Scoped Out  

TAS Sports Hut  NT Fishing & Outdoor World

1-6 x 24 mm $1,790 SAVE $700 OFF RRP

3-18 x 44 mm $1,990 SAVE $700 OFF RRP

2.5-15 x 50 mm $2,290 SAVE $700 OFF RRP

2.5-15 x 56 mm $2,490 SAVE $700 OFF RRP

RETICLE L-4a
(50 and 56 mm models)
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T he use of bladed tools and the 
necessity to maintain them is an 
important yet sometimes over-
looked aspect of many outdoor 

pursuits. An experienced person under-
stands the significance of retaining a prop-
erly honed edge on any (and every) bladed 
implement, so it’s essential to have the 
ability to sharpen your bladeware prior to 
and after use, as well as small touch-up jobs 
in the field.

With a variety of products on the market 
advertising a ‘one size fits all’ approach, 
it can be tricky to determine which are 
gimmicks and which are actually fit for 
purpose. Talking to other hunters and 
trying their gear is one way of making 
a choice, reading reviews another. Yet 
ultimately the decision is about personal 
preference and most likely based on your 
individual circumstances, proposed usage 
and, of course, cost.

In my case I was looking for a relatively 
small and handy device I could use in the 
field or at home, had the capacity to accom-
modate a variety of sharpening scenarios 
across a broad range of implements and was 
less than $100. My choice was the Work 

Sharp Guided Field Sharpener from online 
retailer Tools Warehouse.

This is the complete sharpening solu-
tion for both home and field use. Designed 
specifically for outdoor enthusiasts it’s 
compact, lightweight and incorporates a 
variety of stones, ceramic rods and leather 
to cover all aspects of sharpening and 
honing. Suitable for the majority of blades 
inclusive of axes, broadheads and knives 
(both straight-edged and serrated), the 
Work Sharp Guided Field Sharpener is an 
essential item for anyone serious about 
preserving their equipment.

Established in the US, Work Sharp has 
been making sharpening tools since 1973 
under the brands Darex, Drill Doctor and 
Work Sharp knife and tool sharpeners. 
Currently they produce a variety of sharp-
ening devices for the home, workshop and 
field with best-sellers including their elec-
tric kitchen and workshop tool sharpening 
devices, though they also offer a number 
of sharpening options catering to outdoors 
enthusiasts.

These vary from small pull-through 
style touch-up sharpeners to more sophis-
ticated benchtop options. The Guided 
Field Sharpener sits in the middle of this 
product list, providing a broad spectrum of 
sharpening solutions at a reasonable price. 
Retailing for around $70 it’s an affordable 
option offering the most bang for buck in 
terms of capability. All Work Sharp equip-
ment is quality checked and comes standard 
with a three-year warranty.

Unrivalled versatility
In my experience the Guided Field 
Sharpener is the most versatile, handheld 
sharpener on the market. Weighing less 
than 120 grams it’s lightweight and fits 
easily into a pouch or pocket and, with its 
array of features, is capable of completely 
reviving an old or damaged blade, refining 

an existing edge and everything in between.
The wedged sides provide either a 20 

or 25-degree angle, allowing even the 
most inexperienced operator to main-
tain a consistent angle when sharpening. 
Conversely the stones are both remov-
able, a handy feature when working on 
larger blades such as axes or machetes. 
By working through each component of 
the sharpening system appropriately, most 
knives will have no trouble giving you a 
close shave at the end of the process.

Features include: A lanyard hole to 
attach the unit to your person when afield; 
brightly coloured components should it 
be misplaced in a field or a lowlight situ-
ation; 320 Course and 600 Fine diamond 
stones for initially developing the edge and 
removing larger imperfections in the blade; 
a three-position ceramic rod which when 
rotated reveals a course and fine piece of 
ceramic for honing an edge (additionally 
the grooved side is designed to remove 
burrs from fish hooks); a small ceramic 
that’s ideal for touching up serrations; a 
leather strop designed to polish the edge 
and remove any final burrs.

In summary
To date the unit has lived up to all expec-
tations having been used on an array of 
bladed equipment including sheath and 
butchering knives, hunting broadheads and 
axes. Its performance adds that extra capa-
bility to all my outdoor pursuits from fishing 
and camping to hunting and archery.

The Work Sharp Guided Field Sharpener 
is a true one size fits all sharpening solu-
tion. Designed specifically for outdoors 
people, it’s the perfect piece of kit to cater 
for all equipment sharpening needs. This 
is a high quality piece of gear backed by a 
warranty from a reputable company and for 
around $70, the performance and results it 
gives is well worth the money. .

Outside  
edge

Joseph Nugent applauds a 
pocket-sized sharpening solution

The unit at work in a variety of contexts.

A SSAA Member  
Advantage

     Before you renew any Trade Insurance policy  
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M etallic firearm cartridges in 
their current form have been 
with us since the late 1800s, 
though many new cartridges 

‘passed away’ quite quickly to be replaced 
by better and more efficient ones. Have you 
ever heard of the 22-15-60 Stevens, 35-30 
Maynard, 40-90 Peabody or 9.09 Eagle? 
Probably not and there were many others 
which swiftly joined them in the obsolete 
stakes.

On the flip side there are many ‘classic’ 
cartridges from the late 1800s and early 
1900s still alive and kicking quite hard 
today, so you’d have to conclude the inven-
tors of those had the formula right first 
time. The majority of those successful 
cartridges were military such as the great 
.30-06 Springfield, 7x57mm Mauser, 6.5x55 
Swedish, 7.92x57mm Mauser, .303 British 
and the old .45-70 Government to name but 
a few. They were all the product of inten-
sive military research and development and 
consequently all have served the worldwide 
hunting community extremely well for 
more than a century.

Yet not all great hunting cartridges were 
adapted from military origins. During the 
early part of the 20th century, European 

Renaissance
of the 9.3x62mm Mause

expansion into the southern African coun-
tries presented its own challenges, notably 
the lack of suitable firearm calibres to deal 
with the exceptional size, tenacity and 
sheer number of large animals. Rifles and 
calibres which had been suitable for hunting 
traditional European game were, in most 
cases, inadequate to handle those bigger 
and often dangerous African beasts.

British double rifles in their respec-
tive Nitro calibres were available in small 
numbers and did a good job but even back 
then were prohibitively expensive, both 
in rifle and ammunition for the average 
European settler. Consequently there was 
a healthy market in the African colonies 
for moderately priced, well-made rifles in 
adequate calibres. So around 1905 German 
rifle-maker Otto Bock developed a suitable 
medium bore cartridge for the affordable 
and legendary Mauser rifles to fill the gap 
and thus the great 9.3x62mm Mauser was 
born.

The new cartridge fitted easily into the 
standard-length Mauser action and fired a 
.366", 286gr bullet (soft-point or solid) at 
about 2150fps, entirely adequate for most 
African big game. Although not recom-
mended for dangerous game or elephants, 

in the hands of a competent marksman 
it’s known to have accounted for many 
thousands of the great pachyderms and 
Cape buffaloes. The cartridge’s widespread 
success in Africa and Asia soon led to 
its acceptance and extensive use back in 
Europe on the likes of red deer and wild 
boar.

Since then the development of more 
modern gunpowders, muzzle velocities 
and consequently bullet energy have been 

Brad Allen celebrates a century-old classic

The 285gr PPU soft-points at about 2350fps are a 
formidable load for deer and pigs.

Brad at the range, 
sighting the 9.3 to be 

1.5" high at 100 yards.
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of the 9.3x62mm Mause

dramatically improved to around 2350fps, 
with the original 286gr bullet generating 
more than 3500ft-lb of energy and being 
close in power to the great .338 Win 
Mag with 250gr bullets. When modern 
gunpowder and ‘premium’ 250gr bullets 
are used in the 9.3 it can now be loaded to 
around 2550fps, generating in excess of 
3700ft-lb of bone-crushing energy.

The 250gr load greatly enhances the 9.3’s 
ability to cleanly take larger game animals 
and extends its effective range out past 
200m, although the 9.3x62 has always done 
its best work inside 100m. Rifles in 9.3x62 
are currently made by many European firms 
including Mauser, CZ, Tikka, Sako, Blaser, 
Sauer and the budget-priced Zastava in both 
blued and stainless. Ruger also offered their 
‘African’ model in 9.3x62 some time back, a 
beautiful rifle if you can find one.

I’d never heard of the 9.3x62mm 
Mauser until a mate of mine moved from 
Queensland to the Northern Territory. 
Being a hunter, he mixed with the locals 
and decided his next buffalo rifle would be 
a fine new Ruger African in 9.3x62, though 
not long after ordering it he was told by the 
gunshop there were none in the country 
and there would be a substantial wait. With 
the offer of as many buffalo hunts as he 
wanted, he promptly cancelled the order 
and bought another suitable rifle that was 
readily available, a CZ in the classic .375 
H&H which did a fine job.

Needless to say the 9.3x62 was already 
popular in the Territory and for good 
reason. With premium bullets it was a 
proven buff stopper, most rifles held four 
or five rounds in the mag and recoil was 
quite acceptable in a reasonably shaped and 
weighted rifle. Furthermore, the ammo was 
by comparison to other big game magnum 
rounds relatively affordable.

While hunting sambar in Victoria I 
noticed the venerable .30-06 was one of 
the favourite cartridges with our southern 
deer hunting brethren and also discov-
ered the 9.3x62 is quickly gaining favour 
among their ranks. My good mate Matt, a 
dyed-in-the-wool .30-06 man, has recently 
upgraded to a Browning Maral straight-
pull 9.3x62 shooting handloaded premium 
250gr bullets. He says the sambar don’t like 
it much as it knocks big animals over like 
nothing else he’s ever hunted with.

With my interest in the calibre suffi-
ciently piqued I started searching for a suit-
able rifle for my own purposes, that being a 
dangerous game rifle in Australia for water 
buffalo and a suitable sambar rifle too. 
The fact I’m a committed Mauser 98 fan 
meant my decision was easy. I wanted the 
safety of ‘controlled round feed’ from the 

tried-and-true Mauser 98 action for buffalo, 
with the durability of a stainless barrel 
and action in a synthetic stock for hunting 
sambar in less-than-ideal conditions.

Ultimately I bought a second-hand 
Zastava stainless/synthetic with a light 22" 
barrel which I immediately had bedded, 
floated and trigger tuned, then added a 
Leupold VX3 2.5-8 scope. I wasn’t particu-
larly after a ‘pretty’ rifle with lustrous 
blueing and Turkish walnut, I wanted 
something I could hunt with in any weather 
without concern, as this rifle would be more 
of a ‘tool’ than a treasure.

I saw just how effective large heavy 
bullets in the same weight range at similar 
velocities are on red deer, when I hunted 
with my old mate Gordo and his beloved 
Ruger .35 Whelan. More than once I’ve 
heard the .35 Whelan - introduced in 1922 
and a full 17 years after Bock’s 9.3x62 
- described as America’s answer to the 
9.3x62. Yet the 9.3x62 still maintains the 
advantage of a larger bore at .366" compared 
to the Whelan at .358", with both having 
similar capacity shells.

With rifle tuned and the Queensland red 
deer rut approaching, it was a no-brainer 
I’d take the 9.3 on its maiden hunt for a 
stag. However, after seven straight hard 
hunting days I was unable to locate a suit-
able animal so my 9.3 was as yet uniniti-
ated. The following week found me in the 
south-east Queensland granite belt hunting 
fallow bucks and as the rut had just started, 
I was cautiously confident. The penulti-
mate morning of the hunt saw me quietly 

circumnavigating mobs of feeding kanga-
roos and fallow does in the half-light of pre-
dawn as I approached the rutting stand of a 
vocal buck.

With a light breeze in my face the stars 
aligned, the hunting gods smiled and at 80 
yards the mature buck eventually presented 
a side-on shot where I took the chance to 
place a 285gr PPU soft-point through his 
left shoulder. The effect was dramatic and 
he hit the ground as if struck by lightning, 

Popular African game cartridges, from left the .416 Rigby, 
.458 Lott, .375 H&H, .338 Winchester, 9.3x62 Mauser, .30-06 

Springfield and .270 Winchester.

First blood for the 
9.3x62 Zastava with 
fallow bucks no match 
for the power of the 
9.3.
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the PPU round breaking both shoulders as 
well as doing significant damage to his vital 
organs. Being quite a soft bullet, expansion 
was spectacular with the jacket coming to 
rest in the off shoulder and the bullet’s core 
travelling right through the animal. I’d rate 
that load suitable for pigs and most deer in 
this country, but premium controlled expan-
sion projectiles would take the round to the 
next level.

The decelerator kick-pad on the rifle 
did a great job taming felt recoil, making it 
seem more of a big comfortable push that 
was easy on the shoulder. After hunting 
with my light Kimber Montana .338 Win 
Mag for the previous 14 years, it was 
a pussycat by comparison. I’ve already 

bought some 250gr Barnes TSX projectiles 
and AR2208 powder to start working on a 
load for buffaloes and sambar. My eldest son 
Bill was so impressed by the performance 
of the 9.3x62 cartridge, he bought a Sauer 
100 stainless/synthetic and topped it off 
with a 2-7x33 Leupold VX1 in anticipation 
of hunting both those species.

The 9.3x62mm Mauser is a powerful, 
efficient and inherently accurate cartridge, 
as useful today as it has ever been. It 
borders on magnum performance without 
any fuss or fanfare and is currently listed by 
most major firearms’ manufacturers, with 
factory ammo reasonably available as are 
reloading components and dies. With rifle 
and ammo sales in this calibre on the rise 

in Australia and worldwide, there appears 
to be a renaissance of the classic 9.3x62mm 
Mauser. Looks like Otto Bock nailed it the 
first time. .

Renaissance of the 9.3x62mm Mause

Brad’s son Bill shows an MOA group fired with his 
Sauer 100 in 9.3x62, shooting PPU 285gr factory 
ammo.

Bill’s stainless/synthetic Sauer 100 in 
9.3 is not only utilitarian but accurate 
and aesthetically pleasing.

*image taken by remote means

Technologically, the Wraith 4K Minis dwarf the 
competition. Their built-in recorder takes AVI videos with 
audio in 1080p and/or 4K resolution, ensuring every 
shooting memory is captured and preserved in incredible 
detail. With first focal-plane reticle options and 8x 
digital zoom, the Wraith 4K Minis enables shooters to 
locate their targets with speed and precision.

WRAITH 4K MINI SERIES

WRAITH 4K MINI
4-32X32
SM18042EU*
 

WRAITH 4K MINI
2-16X32
SM18041EU*
         
                            *EU - Bolt action
                              long mount included
  

DEALER ENQUIRIES
ph: 1300 486 444

w: huntthenight.com.au
e: contact@huntthenight.com.au

a: 2/27 Bate Close, Pakenham, Victoria 3810
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onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
Shop now for exclusive SSAA 
products, including clothing, camping, 
accessories, knives, books and more.

SHOP NOW 
IT’S EASY! 

$34.95

Snake Bite Kit
In the SSAA Snake Bite Kit are two snake bite 
indicator bandages and an easy to follow first-aid 
guide specific to snake bites. Along with other 
necessary bandages, the kit is compact and 
packaged in a durable, soft canvass bag that can 
be worn on a belt, making is easy to take it with 
you wherever you go.

See the complete range of products in our Online Shop

$35

John Dunn’s second volume picks up where The 
Jumbunna Collection left off back in 2000. The 
monthly anecdotes travel down the years until the 
latter part of 2020 and one of the joys is you don’t 
have to read it from cover to cover, just can pick 
and choose any tale you fancy.

The Jumbunna 
Collection Volume 
II: More stories 
from the bush
by John Dunn

$53.95

SSAA Hoodie

You can never have enough hoodies! Why not add our 
SSAA Navy Hoodie to your collection? With the traditional 
‘kangaroo pouch’ and hood, it is sure to keep you warm as 
you show off the cool SSAA logo.

The SSAA Navy Hoodie is a Gildan heavy blend top made 
from 50% cotton and 50% polyester preshrunk yarn. 

Available in sizes S to 5XL. 

Please visit our website for 
measurements for correct sizing

The SSAA Renegade Jacket is made from wind and water-resistant 
breathable material and lined with cosy microfleece to keep you warm.
The clamshell jacket comes with a structured hood to keep the rain off 
and has a multitude of zippered pockets to keep your belongings secure 
in the field, on the range, while hiking, hunting or just out and about.

SSAA Renegade Jacket

$94.95

$49.95

Welcome to our latest showcase of Australia’s 
diverse, sustainable and environmentally friendly 
offerings in Field to Fork – Second Helpings. 

Field to Fork - 
Second Helpings

onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
or call 02 8805 3900 for phone orders

$89.95

The SSAA Rechargeable Knife Sharpener uses an 
abrasive belt sharpening system that operates on 
batteries located in the handle. It is designed to 
sharpen every knife you own. Use it on straight 
or curved knives, filleting or serrated blades and 
even scissors! It is the only knife sharpener you 
will ever need.

SSAA Rechargeable 
Knife Sharpener

SSAA Traditional 
Logo Belt Buckle 
The SSAA Traditional Logo Pewter Belt Buckle 
measures approximately 8cm x 6cm, comes with 
protective pouch and care instructions – just add 
your favourite belt!

$39.95

Pin $29.95
Cloth badge $19.95

To celebrate the SSAA’s 75th anniversary we 
have a special production run of 75-year 
anniversary pins and cloth badges.

The 75-year anniversary pins are uniquely 
numbered and measure 25mm x 30mm 
(approximately). The 75-year cloth badges 
measure 75mm x 60mm (approximately).

SSAA turns 75 this year!

$84.95

SSAA Bush Kettle
These custom-made bush kettles run on a few 
twigs and leaves and will boil water in less than 
10 minutes. Simply take a handful of twigs/leaves 
and kindling then place under the kettle and light 
it - the clever design directs heat into the kettle to 
boil the water. 
The kettle can be used with gas stoves and has a 
stainless construction.

$49.95

The Essentials 
Crib Bag 
Whether slinging it over your head in the city or 
in the Outback, the SSAA Essentials Crib Bag 
manages to be all things to all people. Built to 
last, this 13-litre multi-purpose bag is made from 
durable canvas with an adjustable shoulder strap 
and an oversized storm flat, secured with a zip 
and two press studs.
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Competition News  SSAA.ORG.AU/DISCIPLINES
FOR FULL EVENT DETAILS GO TO

National 

Combined Services 
National Postal Shoot
May 1-September 4, 2023
All clubs and branches
Program: Full details on National website. Contact: 
Steve Knight 0428 876 991.

Rifle Metallic Silhouette 
National Rimfire Postal Shoot
June 1-November 30, 2023
All SSAA Rifle Metallic Silhouette clubs
Program: 40-shot match in accordance with SSAA Rifle 
Metallic Silhouette rule book. Contact: Kathy Tobler 
email toblerkathy@gmail.com

International MLAIC 2023 
Pacific Zone Postal Shoot
July 1– September 30, 2023
Between July and September 2023, we will be holding 
the MLAIC Postal Shoot. This is an international postal 
shoot with New Zealand, South Africa, USA, Canada, 
Japan, Venezuela, Brazil, Argentina and Australia. Events 
for O- Original and R – Reproduction Firearms (Rifle, 
Pistol, Shotgun and Musket). A mixture of new rifle and 
pistol events are included. A full event list is available 
on the SSA National website along with entry forms. 
Nominations capped at 16 entries/country per event. 
Nominations: $15-$20/event, depending on the 
number of entries and exchange rates. Rules: MLAIC 
Rule Book 2022. Prizes: Medals awarded for 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd. Certificates for 4th, 5th and 6th. Contact: 
Michael Nicholas, secretary@ssaapara.org.au or 0467 
763 716.

National Muzzle Loading Postal Shooter
July 1–December 31, 2023
Program: 1 x Military 50m offhand Class 1; 1 x 
Traditional 50m offhand Class 2; 1 x Flintlock 50m 
offhand; 1 x 100m bench rest Class 1 & 2; 1 x 100m 
bench rest Class 3; 1 x 25m Precision revolver Class 
1& 3; 1 x 25m Precision pistol Class 2; 1 x 25m Snap 
pistol Class 1 & 2; 1 x Percussion shotgun; 1 x 100m 
bench rest BP Cartridge. Matches to be shot during 
programmed matches at your range and scores 
witnessed by range officer. Rule Book Number 8 
applies. All scores to the Muzzle Loading Chairman by 
end of December; results announced January. Medals 
sent by end of February. All targets signed by Range 
Officer; include name/address of competitors and the 
event entering. Send scores to Steve Nicholas National 
Discipline Chairman; GPO Box 2013, Adelaide South 
Australia 5001 or muzzleloading@disciplines.ssaa.org.
au, secretary@ssaapara.org.au

National Target Pistol Championships 
September 16-17, 2023 
SSAA Para, Adelaide, SA 
Program: Friday 15th practice; Saturday 16th Any 
Rimfire .22, Any Revolver, Distinguished Revolver, 
followed by discipline meeting. Sunday 17th Mayleigh 
rimfire, Any Centrefire, M9. Full details and nomination 
form on National website. Send nominations to: 
para_range@iinet.net.au Rules: As per current National 
Target Pistol rule book. This is a National team selection 
event. Prizes: National medals and local prizes.

International Handgun Metallic 
Silhouette National Championships
September 28-October 6, 2023
Wanneroo Shooting Complex, WA
Program: September 28-October 1: Small Bore, 
Field Pistol. October 2-6: Big Bore. See National 
website for full line-up. Facilities: Camping available, 
canteen. Contact: Russell Mowles via email at 
handgunsilhouette@disciplines.ssaa.org.au

Program: Friday 20th 2pm range open for zero 
checking; Saturday 21st 8am sign-on and scrutineering, 
9am start with Match 1: 500m and Match 2: 600m. 
Sunday 22nd 8am sign-on, 
9am start with Match 3: 700m and Match 4: 800m. 
Nominations close September 30, 2023. Nomination 
form can be found on SSAA National website. Send to: 
secretary@ssaatas.com.au; Rules: SSAA Long Range 
Precision Shooting Official Rule Book No. 1. Prizes 
TBA. Facilities: Camping available at the state range 
(toilets, fire places and limited water).

SSAA Steel Challenge National 
Championships 
October 20-22, 2023 
Discipline: Action Match 
Host: Kukerin Practical Pistol Club, Kukerin, WA 
Program: Range open for practice Thursday, October 
19; Rimfire Friday, October 20. Centrefire Saturday 21 
and Sunday October 22. Nominations: See National 
website. Rules: Steel Challenge International Rule 
Book. Camping and canteen on site. Limited local 
accommodation. Contact: Steve Marris - ssmarris@
westnet.com.au

NSW 
 

SSAA NSW Muzzleloading Shotgun and 
Cannon Titles
October 14-15, 2023
SSAA Bathurst, NSW
Program: Saturday, 14th October – 9am start. BP 
Cannon 25m (7 shots, 5 to count); BP Cannon 50m 
(7 shots, 5 to count); BP Cannon 100m (7 shots, 5 to 
count). Lunch break. Caplock Muzzleloading Shotgun 
- MLAIC Trap – 25 Clays; Flintlock Muzzleloading 
Shotgun - MLAIC Trap – 25 Clays. Sunday, 15th 
October – 9am start. Flintlock Muzzleloading Shotgun 
- Field Shotgun – 25 Clays; Caplock Muzzleloading 
Shotgun - Field Shotgun – 50 Clays. Presentations. 
Nominations (see website for form): $50 max (Ladies 
and Juniors $25) $10/Shotgun round, $10/Cannon 
event. Rules: SSAA Muzzleloading Rule Book No. 8. 
Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Facilities: Rifle Range, 100m 
(Cannon). Shotgun Range, with Trap and Field/5-Stand 
layouts (Shotgun). Camping, toilet block, shower, 
kitchen. BBQ breakfast, lunch and drinks for purchase 
(advise for catering). Contact: Shayne Barnsley - 
0418302062 or darth_royce@hotmail.com

SSAA NSW Muzzleloading Rifle & Pistol 
Championships
October 21–22, 2023
Mid-Western Pistol Club Inc.; Windamere Regional 
Shooting Complex, 8863 Castlereagh Hwy, 
Cudgegong NSW 2850. Program: 20 Friday – Noon 
to 5pm Practice; 21 Saturday – 8am registration/bench 
allocation. 9am start. 22 Sunday – 8am start. See 
SSAA National website for full program. Nominations: 
See National website. Rule Book 8 to apply, available 
to download from National ML website. Prizes: 
Medal presentation on Sunday afternoon. Facilities: 
Free camping for tents/caravans, with toilets and hot 
showers. BBQ lunches and cold drinks for purchase 
Sat/Sun. Range dinner for purchase Saturday night 
(nominate beforehand). Contact: Shayne Barnsley 
on 0418 302 062 or darth_royce@hotmail.com; 
Alison Hughes on 0407 853 393 or secretary@mid-
westernpistolclub.org.au

Tas 
 

SSAA Tasmania 5-Stand State 
Championships
November 10-12, 2023
State Complex, Woodsdale, Tas.
Program: Friday: Side x Side 50 targets HCP; Sub-gauge 
50 targets HCP. Saturday: 100 targets 5-Stand; Sunday: 

SSAA Combined Services National 
Championships
September 29-October 1, 2023
Eagle Park Range, Little River, Vic.
Program: See National website for full details. Facilities: 
Camping at range with showers and toilets, powered 
sites, canteen on range open for breakfast and lunch, 
dinner on Saturday at 6pm. Contact: Jim Oden 
secretary@vmrc.com

Air Rifle Field Target National 
Championships
September 29-October 1, 2023
SSAA Range, Majura, ACT
Program: September 29: Practice. September 30: 
Open Air Rifle FT. October 1: Open Springer Air Rifle 
FT. Facilities: On-site camping $10 daily per adult, 
juniors $5. No fires. Catering and supermarkets nearby. 
Contact: Chris Dale 0418 255 874 or Darius Krivanek 
0418 103 360. 

BPCR Silhouette Nationals
September 29–October 1, 2023
Rankins Springs Target Shooting Complex, Lake 
Cargelligo Rd, Rankin Springs, NSW
Rifle Metallic Silhouette Program: Fri 29 Sept Range 
set up/practice. Sat AM .22BPCR 40-Shot Match 
followed by 40-Shot BPCR ‘Any Sight’. Sun AM 40-
Shot .22BPCR Match followed by 40-Shot BPCR 
National Championship. Nomination fee $20/event 
or $70/four events. Pre-nominations essential. Email 
nominations to: danmac4070@gmail.com Rules: SSAA 
RMS Rulebook. Prizes: National medals and prize table. 
Facilities: Canteen for breakfast and lunch. Pub in town. 
Caravan park and camping in town. Primitive camping 
on the range. Contact: Dan Mac 0408 480 105, 
danmac4070@gmail.com

National Lever Action Championships
Dates: September 30 - October 2. 2023
Host Branch/Club: Alice Springs SSAA
Rules: As per National Lever Action Rule Book
Facilities: See information nomination form online.
Contact: Jim Ellis 0418 675 526 or leveraction@
disciplines.ssaa.org.au

SSAA Practical Shooting Handgun 
National Championships 
October 14-15, 2023 
Host: West Coast Pistol & Revolver Club, Wanneroo 
Shooting Complex, Pinjar, Perth, WA 
Program: 12 Practical Handgun Stages over two days. 
Full details and nominations on National website. 
Nominations to Paul Fitzgerald: practicalshooting@
ssaawa.org.au. Rules: SSAA Practical Shooting Rule 
Book No.6 2019. Huge prize table. Camping on site. 
Full canteen Saturday and Sunday; Sunday presentation 
dinner included with entry fee. Contact Paul Fitzgerald 
on practicalshooting@ssaawa.org.au or 0407 773 826.

Australian Single Action Shooting 
National Championships
October 16–22, 2023
Frontier Shooting Club, State Shooting Park, Virginia, 
South Australia.
Program: Monday 16th gates open; Tuesday 17th Long 
Range Rifle & Side Events; Wednesday 18th Mexican 
Standoff & Warm up Stages; Thursday 19th 4 Main 
Stages & Side Events; Friday 20th 4 Stages and Side 
Events; Saturday 21st 4 Main Stages & Side Events, Main 
Dinner; Sunday 22nd Master Gunfighter & Awards 
Presentation. Nominations Close October 1, 2023. 
SASS rules apply. Shooters must be SSAA members. 
Facilities: Camping with showers and toilets; no power 
available. Contact: Violet Rose 0407 182 249.

Long Range Precision National Match
October 20–22, 2023
T42 SSAA Tasmania State Range, 770 Woodsdale Rd, 
Runnmede, TAS 7190

mailto:practicalshooting@ssaawa.org.au
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FIREARMS 
LAWYER

Get help from 4-time Olympic shooter  
and lawyer, Glenn Kable

Get the right legal advice!
Available Australia-wide.

Having spent a lifetime around the sport, I have an intimate 
knowledge of the workings of all the bodies affecting the 
decision-making process, whether it is police or courts, 

local councils or governments, clubs or associations.
For a no-obligation assessment, phone 0407 962 200  

or email glenn@hartmann.net.au
mail@hartmann.net.au

SSAA National Event  
Cancellation/Postponement Policy
An event may be postponed or cancelled at any 
time by SSAA National, SSAA State Office or club 
directive.
SSAA National will not be liable for reimbursement 
to competitors for any costs associated with 
a postponed or cancelled SSAA National 
championship event for any reason. Competitors 
planning to attend an event should consider 
options for free cancellation or refund of travel and 
accommodation costs where available.

100 targets 5-Stand. Facilities: Camping on-site, limited 
facilities, full canteen Saturday and Sunday. Contact: 
Dale Foggo 0408 361 638 or dalepest@msn.com

SSAA (Tas) Single Action State 
Championships
November 25-26, 2023
Glenorchy Mitchell Range, Tas
Program: Saturday: 8.30 briefing, 6+ stages. Sunday: 
9.30 briefing, 4+ stages, Master Gunfighter stage and 
presentation. Contact: Ray Vallerine 0487 334 714.

Qld 
 

Queensland NRA Pistol Metallic 
Silhouette Postal Shoots
All (SSAA) Qld branches with approval to shoot Postal 
Metallic Silhouette Program: Shoot 1: February 1-May 
31; Shoot 2: April 1-July 31; Shoot 3: May 1-August 
31; Shoot 4: August 1-November 30. See National 
website for full event details. Contact: Hazel Bozic 
(07)4128 0467 or pms@ssaaqld.org.au

SSAA (Qld) Lever Action State 
Championships
September 2-3, 2023
SSAA Townsville branch
Program: September 1: Practice. 2: Open match. 
3: Classic Calibre match. Facilities: No catering but 
barbecue available, camping at range with power, 
toilets, showers. Contact: Kerry Guinea leveraction@
ssaaqld.org.au or 0409 262 966.

SA 
 

SSAA SA State Muzzleloading & 
Blackpowder Shotgun Championships
September 17, 2023
Southern Rangers Black Powder and Modern Shooting 
Club
Program: 9:30am start; 25 clays per match from 5 
stands. 1 Breech loading Shotgun  DTL;       
2 Percussion Shotgun DTL; 3 Flintlock Shotgun DTL. 
Nominations $10 per event, payable on the day. Forms 
and full details from National website. BBQ Lunch $7/
head. Rules:
Rule book 8 applies. Contact Michael Nicholas: 
secretary.srbpc@gmail.com

SSAA (SA) Gallery Rifle State 
Championships
September 23-24, 2023
SSAA Para Range, SA

HUNTER VALLEY 
ARMS FAIR

September 2023
New & Used

Modern, Vintage & Antique Firearms
Military Collectables & Knives

Federation Centre Basketball Stadium
10 Bent St, Maitland NSW

www.hvaf.com.au
Check website for updates

C D Field Service Principal Dealer DLN 408924581

Saturday 23rd

9:00 - 4:30
Sunday 24th

9:00 - 3:30

info@hvaf.com.au
 0490 345 681

Program: Saturday: Multi Target (24 shots) any sight, 
T&P 1 (30 shots) any sight, 1500 Match (150 shots) 
any sight. Sunday: 50m Precision (30 shots + unlimited 
sighters) any sight, Classic Multi Target (24 shots), 
Classic 1020 Match (102 shots). Contact: Dave 
McCarthy atm3855@yahoo.com.au. Let him know if 
you’re coming for catering purposes.

SA Rifle Metallic Silhouette - Air and 
Rimfire
September 23-24, 2023
Para Branch, Rifle Range Rd, Greenwith, SA 5125
Program: Saturday: Air rifle 80-shot match; Practice 
9am, 10am start. Saturday arvo: Hunter Rimfire 40-
shot match. Sunday: Heavy Rimfire 80-shot match; 
weigh in, practice 10am, 10.30 start. Presentation/prize 
table after Sunday match. Nominations: $10/match or 
$25 for three shoots. Juniors half price. Rules: SSAA 
Rifle Mettallic Silhouette Rule Book No. 8 Revised 
2019. Facilities: Canteen will be open for lunch, drinks, 
and snacks. Camping facilities with showers and toilets. 
Contact: Mark West on markwest@kentcivil.com.au or 
0421 775 101

SSAA SA Rifle Metallic Silhouette State 
Titles 
October 7-8, 2023 
Monarto Metallic Silhouette Rifle Club, Monarto 
Shooting Complex. Program: Saturday 40 shots 
Centrefire Hunter and 40 shots Rimfire. Sunday: 
80 shots Centrefire. State Titles Centrefire Match 
preceded by a Hunter Centrefire Match and an 
invitational Rimfire Metallic Silhouette Match (40 
shot) on Saturday. Range open at 8:30am both days 
for practice/weigh in; first match 10am; afternoon 
match 2pm. State Discipline Meeting on Saturday and 
presentations Sunday evening. Nomination forms on 
National website. Adults: Centrefire $25, Centrefire 
Hunter $15, Rimfire $10. Juniors/Pensioners: 
Centrefire $15, Centrefire Hunter $10, Rimfire $5. 
Forms to Mark West: markwest@kentcivil.com.au; 
0421 775 101. Event is catered with onsite camping. 
Contact: mmsrcsecretary@gmail.com for information.

Vic 
SSAA (Vic) Lever Action Silhouette State 
Championships
September 23-24, 2023
Eagle Park Range, Vic
Program: Saturday 80 rifle calibre; Sunday 80 shots 
pistol calibre then 80 shots smallbore rifle. Contact: 
Mark Butler 0409 135 740.

SSAA (Vic) Field Rifle, 3P, Scoped Air Rifle 
and NRA State Championships
October 22, 2023
Eagle Park Range, Vic
Program: Centrefire competition followed by Rimfire. 
Contact: Mark Butler 0409 135 740.

Victorian Muzzle Loading Club State 
Championships
November 18–19, 2023
Victorian Muzzle Loading Club, SSAA Eagle Park Range, 
Gifkins Road, Little River, VIC
Program: See website for full program. Rules: Firearm 
and competition information
from the VMLC Member Book 2021. Prizes: Trophy 
for first, second and third. Facilities: on-site camping 
(fees may apply) and café. Fire Ban for the Central Area 
will result in cancellation of black powder competitions 
for that day. Free BBQ lunch on Saturday. Possible free 
BBQ breakfast on Saturday and Sunday and free lunch 
BBQ on Sunday (subject to availability). Contact Craig 
Kinder on craigk@jeatech.com.au or 0409 707 157.

WA 
SSAA (WA) Shotgun Tower State 
Championships
September 17, 2023
Wanneroo Shooting Complex, WA
Program: 15 Target DB, 15 Target SB, 15 Target 
Points score and 15 Pairs (total 75 targets). Facilities: 
Hot food, cool drinks available to buy, free tea, coffee 
and biscuits. Contact: Neil Cobb 0404 040 357 or 
neilcobb@bigpond.com.

BUY... TRADE... SELL!

Sat 7 October 
9am - 3pm

Sun 8 October
9am - 1pm

OVER 200 TABLES. NEW, USED & ANTIQUE.

+

queenslandarmsfair.com | 0412 562 252

DISTILLERY ROAD MARKET 
124 Distillery Rd, Eagleby QLD 4207

SE QUEENSLAND ARMS, 
COLLECTABLES & MILITARIA SHOW

ADULTS $10 - 16 AND UNDER FREE

Modern, Sporting, Military Guns, Militaria, 

Edged Weapons And Collectables

mailto:markwest@kentcivil.com.au
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SSAA Membership Office, PO Box 282, Plumpton, NSW 2761
Phone 02 8805 3900   Fax 02 9832 9377   Email membership@ssaa.org.au

NEW   RENEWAL     Have you been a member before? Yes/No  

Title (PLEASE CIRCLE) Mr Miss Ms Mrs Other ..............      Preferred SSAA Branch  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    
First name  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I
Middle name I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Last name  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I
Residential address I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Town/suburb I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  State I  I  I  I  Postcode   I  I  I  I  I           

Postal address I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Town/suburb I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  State I  I  I  I Postcode   I  I  I  I  I 

Phone (Mobile) I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    (Home)  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 

Email   I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I   I  I   I          
        
  

Enclosed is payment for the amount of $................ 

 Cheque   Money order    MasterCard   Visa

Card number       

Expiry date    Signature..............................................
Cheques payable to the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.

     

Membership No.

     

ABN 95 050 209 688
           MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)

July 2023

Date of birth             I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I   Male      Female       Other  

Tick to subscribe to the FREE SSAA National E-newsletter via email          

SIGNATURE:........................... 
 
DATE:.....................................

PLEASE
READ AND SIGN

Refund Policy: Subject to Australian 
law, membership fees are not 
refundable, nor can they be 
transferred.

Members join a SSAA state or 
territory branch. The information 
you provide on this form will be 
disclosed to the state or territory 
branch of the SSAA to which your 
membership application relates. A 
copy of SSAA Inc’s privacy policy can 
be found at ssaa.org.au/privacy. You 
can obtain access to your personal 
information by writing to: SSAA, PO 
Box 2520, Unley SA 5061.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Choose the firearms 
protection offer

 

  

02 8805 3900

Want to know more?
Call us at SSAA

Each membership category (apart from Family Member) includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter magazine per year.

Parent’s or guardian’s signature

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES AND SPECIAL OFFERS

Add four issues of the Hunter magazine per year

$95 $129 Adult (over 18 years) 

$130 $164              Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms  
                     Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

$72 $106 Additional Family Member (No magazine) Applies to each additional person  
  over 18 residing at the same address as a full-subscription Adult member.              

$107 $141              Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms  
                    Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

$72 $106 Pensioner Available on production or photocopy of  
  both sides of your Australian Concession Card.

$107 $141                   Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms  

                    Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

$475  5-year Adult Contact SSAA for SSAA MUTUAL firearms protection information.

$1900  Member for Life Contact SSAA for SSAA MUTUAL firearms protection information.

$180 $244 Overseas Available to members living overseas.

$27 $61 Junior (under 18 years)                                                     ..............................................................

     
Supporting 

Adult member No.

SIGN UP ONLINE 

ssaa.org.au

Complete this section ONLY 
if you wish to use your 
membership of the SSAA to 
support your Genuine Reason 
for having a firearms licence.
Register your SSAA activities by 
marking one or more of the 
following boxes:

TARGET SHOOTING 
(longarms only)

HUNTING 
(club membership)  

COLLECTING

HUNTING OTHER
(R licence, property  
owner/permission)

ATTENTION 
NSW & ACT 
MEMBERS

Just 
$34  

per year!

Member referral number if applicable

I also wish to donate the following 

amount to the SSAA  $...................

TICK IF TAKING OUT SSAA MUTUAL MEMBER FIREARMS PROTECTION. I understand that the Firearms  
Statement of Protection for SSAA MUTUAL Members Firearms Protection is on ssaamutual.com.au for my reference.

MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION

and for just $35 you 
get $25,000 worth 

of firearms and fixed 
accessories cover. 

This application is made in full 
recognition of the Associations’ 
requirement for responsible and 
ethical behaviour. I undertake to 
do all in my power to preserve the 
good image of the sport and the 
Associations. I understand that 
members breaking the Code of 
Conduct and/or Social Media  
Policies may be subject to  
suspension or expulsion. Both can 
be found at ssaa.org.au/code
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AUSTRALIAN SHOOTER is published monthly and is printed by IVE, 
83 Derby St, Silverwater, NSW 2128.

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc (SSAA Inc) is 
subject to the provisions of the National Privacy Act. We collect 
personal information from members of the Sporting Shooters’ 
Association of Australia in the various states and territories. Should 
you want a copy of the SSAA Inc Privacy Statement or seek further 
information please write to PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 5061.

Freelance contributions are welcome. We do, however, recommend 
that potential authors contact the office prior to story drafting. 
Manuscripts and digital files may be sent to the address shown above. 
No responsibility is taken for the loss or damage of manuscripts or 
photographic material. 

While the publishers exercise due care with regard to handloading 
data, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and/or omissions, 
or any damage suffered as a consequence.

Please note that certain firearm types and accessories advertised in 
the Australian Shooter may not be legally available in all states and 
territories. Please check with your local authorities before ordering. 
Neither the AS nor any of its advertisers accept responsibility in 
this matter. No text or photographs within the magazine may be 
republished, either electronically or in print, without the express 
written permission of the Editor.  
Copyright 2023.

Manfred + Cracco 
Watch - Vega

Juniors

RRP $295

Simply write your full name, address and 
contact number on a piece of paper and 
place it inside an envelope and send to:
 
(Name of competition)
SSAA National
PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 5061 

Enter to win
Member-only competitions

Competitions close September 30, 2023

Winners!

Or enter online
at ssaa.org.au

Kindly donated by SSAA National
ssaa.org.au

Top Shots Mug

Invaluable – money can’t buy this! 
Kindly donated by SSAA National
ssaa.org.au

Australian Shooter July, 2023 
Traser H3 Green Spirit Watch 

Shelley Weaver, Qld  

Beretta Prize Pack 
Daniel Mountain, VIC  

Top Shots Mug 
Colin Triffitt, TAS 

Juniors - Winchester Prize Pack 
Keeley Dibble, WA

Winchester 
Prize Pack

RRP $271.90
Kindly donated by Winchester Australia
winchesteraustralia.com.au

Kindly donated by SSAA National
ssaa.org.au

Includes: Winchester Rockdale T-shirt 
(size XL), Warthog V-Sharp Extreme 
Edge with carry case, Winchester Padded 
Gun Sling Bag, Winchester Lunch Bag, 
Winchester Hudson Cap

Hat & Beany Pack

RRP $73.90  
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An Outdoor Life
WITH MARK VAN DEN BOOGAART

A s is my luck I recently spent a 
couple of hours talking with the 
author Peter Ryan. If you’ve read 
any of Peter’s books or the innu-

merable articles and stories which have 
appeared in some of the world’s most pres-
tigious hunting publications, you’d know his 
work is that of a thoughtful and considered 
hunter with an engaging outlook on life and 
encyclopaedic knowledge of hunting, its 
history and the natural world.

For me one of his most rememberable 
stories is of door-knocking rural properties 
in Argentina. Truth be told it inspired me 
to become a more confident door-knocker 
and has helped me gain property access in 
the Brisbane Valley and expand that access 
over time. In recounting his story, at the 
time Peter was a backpacking hunter travel-
ling through South America. With little in 
the way of Argentine-Spanish he’d travel 
the countryside and on spotting birds in a 
given field, would begin the process of gain-
ing access to shoot.

I can imagine him approaching a farmer 
with the conversation something like 
“Hola!” followed by pointing at fields, 
the flapping of arms then shouldering an 
imaginary shotgun and, of course, boom! By 
Peter’s telling, once he’d broken through 
the initial confusion brought about by the 
actions of this crazy gringo, he was usually 
successful and at times would end the day 
sharing a meal with others on the farm as 
they struggled to relate hunting adventures 
across the language divide.

During our conversation he shared a little 
more about his recognition and experiences 
with the connections made through hunt-
ing. Even though geographic locations may 
vary, the spoken language is unfamiliar and 
the food unique, he encountered a powerful 
thread which binds hunters together. For 
Peter it happened time and again and no 
matter where he found himself, there was 
a great sense of familiarity standing around 

a fire, enjoying a drink and reliving adven-
tures with likeminded people.

Having come to hunting as a loner I’ve 
always been interested in this connection 
and know such an attachment exists among 
the hunters of South Africa and duck hunt-
ers of New Zealand in their mai-mai. I also 
greatly admire the American Deer Camp 
which seems so much more than just a 
place in time, rather a means of celebrating 
and growing hunting participation through 
generational renewal.

For us it can be a little more fragmented. 
Certainly the hound hunters of Victoria 
appear to enjoy a close community and 
network among crews, with many hunting 
clubs and associations holding their own 
events where members come together to 
share a camp. With Queensland hunting 
access being what it is, the connection is 

harder to make though not impossible. 
Some of my earliest experiences were 
hunting camps, chasing pigs and goats or 
deer during the rut. Camp and camp life 
are, for me, an integral art of the process 
of hunting and even if the camp is small in 
number it needn’t be so in outlook. 

Following a growing family tradition, my 
son and I along with a group of hunting 
mates attend an annual winter deer hunt 
and this year even a non-hunting friend 
joined us to see what it’s all about. Though 
it may sound strange, for all its pitfalls, 
social media can also help build real con-
nection, as I met Jonathan McGee from 
England through a hunting Facebook page. 
To date I’ve hunted with Jonathan on three 
family visits to the UK and even on our 
last trip though we didn’t hunt together, we 
managed to catch up for a drink.

Lately I’ve become more actively 
involved in trying to build connections. 
With good friends Ian and Jono we’ve put 
together a camp which, as of this year, 
allowed 25 licensed hunters to be part of 
something greater than themselves. While 
each was their own boss and responsible 
for their gear and equipment, it did allow 
people when not actively hunting to meet, 
share stories, learn and further their own 
journeys. 

The pursuit of game is often a solo one, 
just you and the animal, yet the culture and 
tradition of hunting encompass so much 
more than the hunt itself. We all know 
the benefits of the campfire, the joys of 
conversations that flow around it and have 
learned from the wisdom which rises with 
the flames. If cave paintings are anything to 
go by, our hunting culture is at least 45,000 
years old so it’s our job to keep it rolling. 
Get out there and build 
your own network, create 
your own traditions and 
lead your own camp.

From Facebook page to pigeon hunting in 
England, our connections can take us as far as we 
want them to.

Connections: We all need them and benefit from them
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