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Some firearms with all their wear 
and tear speak volumes of their 
past and are best left as-is except 
for obligatory servicing. But for 
vintages and handy-me-downs 
that’ve seen better days, a refur-
bishment can make a real differ-
ence and, as Sam Garro outlines, 
a bit of application, patience and 
persistence is all that’s required.
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members strong
as of November 2023

T he 75th year of the Sporting 
Shooters’ Association of Australia 
has been one of celebration and 
reflection as the Association con-

tinues to strengthen and grow. Around 100 
forward-thinking shooters set the wheels 
in motion back in 1948 and we’re now 
spread far and wide, with state and territory 
member numbers reaching new heights of 
more than 215,000.

We started the year singing the praises 
of SSAA stalwart Scottie Brydon as he 
was about to embark on a jam-packed cal-
endar of events in preparation for his goal 
of selection to the 2024 Paris Paralympics 
team. Scottie is continuing in his role as 
SSAA ambassador where he actively pro-
motes shooting as an all-inclusive sport 
suitable for everyone. And there have been 
great examples in all states this year of 
representing our sport and pastime to the 
wider public in come-and-try events and 
hosting our country’s elected leaders on 
the range. These activities go a long way to 
encourage understanding and acceptance of 
what we do and why.

In the political arena, SSAA Inc has been 
in regular contact with government entities 
and representatives on a number of issues 
including native bird-hunting, the concept 
of a National Firearms Register and cancel-

lation of the 2026 Victorian Commonwealth 
Games. Earlier this year, SSAA Inc joined 
other like-minded bodies including Shoot-
ing Australia and the Sporting Industry 
Foundation Australia (SIFA) to relaunch the 
Parliamentary Friends of Shooting group 
after a Covid-enforced hiatus. SSAA Inc 
has also provided assistance throughout 
the year to our Western Australia branch as 
the government there prepared to rewrite 
that state’s firearm laws. A number of these 
issues are ongoing and we’ll continue to 
update members as appropriate.

Under our own roof the digital Australian 
Shooter was recently launched alongside the 
print edition of our flagship magazine, offer-
ing members a new way to read their favou-
rite publication. We released the fourth 
edition of the Association’s public-facing 
magazine, Great Australian Outdoors, where 
we continue to celebrate and promote all 
that’s environment, conservation, travel 
and hunting in a forum for the masses.

As the Association looks forward to 2024 
and beyond, we can reflect with pride the 
fact the SSAA is continuing to grow. We 
wish all our state and territory members, 
readers and advertisers a safe and enjoyable 
holiday period and look forward to seeing 
you at the range or in the field in 2024. 
Happy Christmas one and all!
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Letters

Insurance
SSAA GENERAL INSURANCE BROKERS
Send questions to: insurance@ssaains.com.au

Seeing double

WHEN I WAS a teenager my gran gave me 
my great uncle Clive’s pocket knife when 
he passed away. I treasured my Rodgers 
pocket knife for many reasons but on 
revisiting an old copy of Australian Shooter 
(February 2018), it was a real bonus to see 
a photo of another Rodgers knife pop up in 
an article on collectables by Mark van den 
Boogaart, so thank you Mark. 

Julie Cavell, Qld

Scotty on song

WHAT A PLEASURE to read Scott 
Heiman’s Bushcraft and Survival article 
(Shooter, April 2023) entitled ‘See and be 
seen (or not)’, a wonderful piece full of 
thought-provoking advice. I look forward to 
further exploration of the subject in future 
editions. Many thanks Scotty.

Malcolm Jenkinson, WA

A de-pressing outcome

HERE’S A WARNING about the dangers 
of destroying a press by mixing up cases 
within a calibre. I was neck-sizing and 
de-priming my fired 303/25 cases when 
I inadvertently tried to de-prime a case I 
hadn’t full-length resized. This case was 
one of a batch which had been fired in a 
Lee Endfield 302/25 (the rifle’s on an FN 
Mauser action).

The lubricated case became stuck and 
I reversed the press arm with the top of 
the press coming away from the base. The 
lesson learned here is don’t assume all fired 
cases are the same as there are variations 
within case brands as well as the same 
calibre in different rifles.

The other lesson is you can’t ask a light 
alloy press to do the same as a cast iron or 
steel one. I’d had this press for 30 years or 
so and it was used to neck size/de-prime/
bullet seating while at Silverdale trying 
various loads and in that role I can recom-
mend it.

Stephen Kennedy, via email

Austral scope puzzler

I BOUGHT A Norica 56 air rifle with 
this Austral Special 4x32 scope on it but 
have had no luck in trying to track down 
information on either the scope or its 
maker. I know it’s only a basic scope but 
I’d be interested to know more about 
the company, so was hoping someone 
out there could shed some light on this.

Alan Howarth, Vic.

T he latest offering from SSAA Gen-
eral Insurance Brokers (SSAAIB) is 
especially for firearms professionals 

who require personal accident and firearms 
cover. These insurance options offered 
through Precision Underwriting recognise 
that people who work with firearms have 
specific needs beyond those of someone 
using firearms for personal use.

SSAAIB General Manager Megan Spini-
ello said it was a pleasure to give those with 
extra or specific needs for their work the 
option to source insurance from a brokerage 
specialised in the field. “This is something 
we haven’t offered before but after seeking 
feedback from members, we’ve been able to 
research and develop how to make profes-
sional personal accident and firearms cover 
work for you,” she said.

“Our members are all shooters with 
different needs, some shoot at the local 
range for fun, others are recreational 

hunters and some operate as professional 
pest animal controllers. Professional 
shooters operate like any other business 
and we’re making sure there’s the right 
type of insurance for their needs.”

These insurance options offer flexibility 
for what you need, allowing you to specify 
how much cover you require for firearms 
or your weekly benefit under the personal 
accident cover. The two separate prod-
ucts are easy to set up and 
maintain. Contact SSAAIB 
on (08) 8332 0281 or email 
insurance@ssaains.com.au 
for more information.

Professional shooters covered 
by SSAA General Insurance 
Brokers

The advice offered in this column is of a general nature and does not allow for individual situations. SSAAIB recommends 
that you obtain professional advice before proceeding with any insurance investment. SSAAIB accepts no liability for any 
actions by an individual to change their insurance plans without seeking professional advice.
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Open Season
WITH MATTHEW GODSON

V ictoria’s Game Management 
Authority (GMA) recently 
released their 2023 game licence 
statistics report which provides 

details on current game licence numbers 
and licence holder demographics. The 
report shows there was a total of 59,682 
game licence holders in Victoria (as of June 
30) who participate in recreational hunting. 
It was clear some are licensed to hunt more 
than one species with 48,038 licensed to 
hunt deer, 22,193 (duck) and 26,940 (quail).

Key demographic data suggested 95 per 
cent of hunters were male with 20 per cent 
aged 28-37 and five per cent female with 
29 per cent aged 28-37 years. While most 
hunters were male, female participation in 
recreational hunting has increased 54 per 
cent over the past five years.

Just let hunters get on with hunting!

When looking at the historical informa-
tion presented in the report, specifically 
the trends displayed in Figure 1, it does 
tell a story. And there are some notes 
below Figure 1 which are important. There 
has been continual growth overall in the 
number of game licences issued on the 
back of the increase in the popularity of 
deer hunting. It’s great that more and more 
people are venturing into the outdoors and 
harvesting deer, as this helps with their 
management while ensuring population 
growth is contained in the areas people 
have ready access to.

It's pretty clear from the notes that recent 
messing around with duck season length, 
bag limits and huntable species has had an 
impact on the growth of duck hunting. In 
the years 2011-2014 when no extra condi-

tions were placed upon hunters, we saw a 
rise in the number of licences purchased. 
The political interference with Victoria’s 
duck seasons during the past few years has 
certainly caused hunters to feel fed up and 
some have even thrown in the towel. This 
is exactly what the antis want and we need 
to stay resilient and not give them one inch.

The graph is certainly an example of two 
tales - one of growth and one of stagnation. 
The reasons behind the different paths of 
the lines are directly due to the outside 
forces sabotaging the proper game manage-
ment of these species. Hopefully with latest 
modelling showing duck 
hunting is sustainable, this no 
longer will be an issue.

Send questions to:  
wildlife@ssaa.org.au
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Bushcraft & Survival
WITH SCOTT HEIMAN

Recently I’ve been reflecting on 
a comment by my aunt a few 
years ago. Over a glass of wine 
round a fire pit, I mentioned I’d 

been hunting and bagged a couple of rab-
bits and a hare and was surprised when she 
responded: “Eww! I’ll never eat rabbit or 
duck ever again.” The trouble was that as 
a youngster, those meats were the staples 
of our family meals along with vegetables 
from the garden.

By way of context, my aunt’s childhood 
was punctuated by extended shortages for 
many Australians. After WWII the Euro-
pean economy collapsed with the flow-on 
effect being inflated prices here, much as 
has happened recently in response to the 
war in Ukraine. During that same period 
Australia’s unemployment rate topped 25 
per cent while the population was rapidly 
increasing, in fact between 1945 and 1976 
it had doubled. So while grandad was lucky 
enough to have a job running the local post 
office and telephone exchange, he supple-
mented his income with a shotgun, bagging 
rabbits and ducks for the table.

The reality was that during the early to 
mid-1900s the phrase ‘underground mutton’ 
came into being to describe rabbit served as 
an alternative to costly butcher’s meat, yet 
there’s a vast difference in nutritional value 
between the two. While duck and mutton 
comprise around 30-40 per cent fat, rabbit 
is one of the leanest meats around with no 
more than 5 per cent fat (kangaroo is lower 
at just 2 per cent and venison even less). 
All of which goes to show that, while these 
lean cuts are fine if you’re trying to shed 

Dying from a full stomach

unwanted kilos, they can be 
a real problem in a survival 
situation.

While uncommon nowa-
days, back in the time of 
explorers and pioneers, 
so-called ‘rabbit starvation’, 
‘protein poisoning’ and ‘fat 
starvation’ was right up 
there as a cause of death. 
Also known as ‘mal de 
caribou’ (literally ‘caribou sickness’) these 
terms refer to an acute form of malnutrition 
caused by a diet deficient in fat and carbo-
hydrates, which happens when almost all 
calories consumed come from the protein in 
lean meat.

Once you run out of stored fat the body 
begins to catabolise your muscles and 
organs for energy, which decreases testos-
terone and raises the cortisol hormone. 
While you need cortisol to fuel a ‘fight or 
flight’ response, too much of it (and for a 
prolonged period) slows the healing process 
and causes muscle weakness, generates 
severe fatigue, high blood pressure and 
headaches. Furthermore, a diet consisting 
solely of, or high in, lean meat will pro-
duce diarrhoea in about a week and result 
in dehydration. Leave these conditions 
unchecked and you’ll die - it’s that simple.

Therefore in a survival situation you 
need to round-out your wild harvest with 
other sources of vitamins, minerals, carbo-
hydrates and fats. For vitamins and miner-
als look for vegetation like warrigal greens, 
native mint, pepper berry leaves, dandeli-
ons or lemon myrtle and for carbohydrates, 

seek fruits and flowers like the bush cherry, 
banksia, grevillea, yams and seeds and, 
most importantly, look for fats.

A good source of fats are nuts, fish and 
especially eels, indeed Australian freshwa-
ter eels can contain up to 41 per cent fat. 
And remember as a hunter another source 
of fat might be staring you in the face so 
consider, for example, the brains and bone 
marrow of your wild harvested game, both 
excellent sources of fat. And let’s not forget 
the nutrients available in organs like the 
liver, kidneys and tongue as after all, offal 
isn’t awful. Any reluctance you may have to 
eating it is likely based on social condition-
ing rather than a problem with the flavour.

So before you turn your nose up at 
nature’s numbles remember that in some 
societies those parts of an animal are 
prized more than any other. Truth be told 
I was recently served roast bone marrow 
at a Viking-inspired 
restaurant and it was 
absolutely delicious. 
So keep an open mind 
and until next time, 
stay safe.

This rabbit and hare made an excellent stew.
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Clay Target Q&A
WITH RUSSELL MARK
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Q I’ve never quite understood where I 
should be looking when I call for the 

target to be released. I shoot a variety of 
clay target events which include Sporting, 
Trap and even Skeet and seeing the target 
leave as it starts its flight path seems to be 
my weakness. Any advice much appreci-
ated.
Beau Hammil, Vic.

A I have to assume you have good vision 
and healthy eyes with no major issues. 

I’ll also assume you’ve had your eye domi-
nance tested and are using your shotgun 
from the correct shoulder or have made the 
appropriate modifications if your dominant 
eye doesn’t match your left or right-hand-
edness. A correct set of shooting frames is 
also highly recommended. If you’re forced 
to shoot with an optician’s prescription, I 
strongly recommend a set of appropriate 
shooting glasses and, to be honest, even if 
you don’t need corrective lenses, simply 
buy some frames for safety reasons. On 
these assumptions we can proceed.

I rate target acquisition as one of the 
most important fundamentals to master in 
the shooting sports. You can have the great-
est shotgun in the world, the best technique 
and most popular ammunition but if you’re 
not seeing the target correctly, everything 
else is useless. It’s irrelevant what disci-
pline of shotgun shooting you’re participat-
ing in as the sooner you can lock your eyes 
on the target, the better. In events like 
Trap or Skeet this is critical but even with 
many of the fast Sporting Clay shots which 
require quicker reflexes and instinctual 
shots, where you position your eyes before 
you call will often determine the outcome.

Generally there are two schools of 
thought on how you should set your eyes 
just prior to calling for the target in any 
form of shotgun shooting which requires 
a fast response. The traditional point of 
view is you should ‘softly focus’ your eyes 
into the target acquisition area, just over 
or even under the end of your barrel, so 
your fore-vision can still reference a sight 
picture between your barrel and the target 
when it appears. Once the target is in the 
air, your peripheral vision will firstly iden-
tify the flash of the target leaving, then 
your vision will very quickly go from a soft 
to a hard focus, thus locking your eyes on 
the target until it reaches the desired point 
in the sky where you want to pull the trig-
ger to break it.

Lots of shooters use this method and 
don’t even know they’re doing it and in 
many circumstances the fact they don’t 
know they’re doing it can be quite advanta-
geous. The fewer things floating around 
your head the better is my take on this, 
though there are many competitors out 
there who just need to know how every-
thing works to perform at their best, so the 
following method may be better for them if 
it can be perfected.

The second and more recent tactic is 
training to keep your eye perfectly still for a 
period of at least two seconds before calling 
for the target to be released. It goes against 
the traditional technique, as it brings your 
vision somewhat closer to the end of the 
barrel and holds your eye perfectly still 
‘looking’ at a blade of grass, a rock, a cloud 
or particular part of a tree branch. It can be 
any material object which holds your con-
centration and eye perfectly still and stops 

it moving back and forth constantly in the 
hundredths of seconds before calling for the 
target. Once you have control of your eye 
and have been able to keep it totally still, 
there’s quite a bit of evidence to suggest 
it will identify a moving object (the target) 
much faster and with far more accuracy.

This modern-day approach is often 
referred to as the ‘Quiet Eye’ technique 
which has been used with great success in 
many other sports and is quickly working 
its way through the shotgun disciplines. 
Once again, there are quite a few athletes 
I know who use this technique success-
fully but in reality don’t really know they’re 
doing it. The internet has many articles 
on this technique and I highly recommend 
some further research.

Identifying your target is an area of 
coaching that’s often overlooked. When 
people ask for a shooting lesson, coaches 
often concentrate on gun fit and technique 
as these two material things are fairly easy 
to fix. To improve someone’s ability to see 
the target then have them move the barrel 
quickly and, above all, smoothly from acqui-
sition to breaking point, is quite another 
skill which requires a level of knowledge 
and experience to explain. My own experi-
ence as a coach tells me most people per-
form this task adequately but many, if not 
most, could improve on it.
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TOP SHOTS
Got a question - ask our?John Dunn • Paul Miller • Geoff Smith • Barry Wilmot • Rod Pascoe                       email: edit@ssaa.org.au

Q I’m looking to buy a Ruger in .350 
Legend. Would I be able to use 125gr 

pistol projectiles to reload for it? If so, do 
you know any loads using ADI powder?
Jim Inwood, via email

A The .350 Legend is becoming a popular 
and useful cartridge. For the 125gr 

jacketed projectile, ADI recommends using 
24gr of their AR2205 powder as a starting 
load to give a velocity of about 2050fps, 
with a maximum load of 27.5gr of the 
AR2205 powder to reach a velocity of about 
2300fps.
Barry Wilmot

Q I found this projectile while prospect-
ing in the Etheridge goldfields which 

I understand were discovered and worked 
from the 1870s. It weighs 27 grams and 
while the outside ridge of the ‘hollow base’ 
is no longer perfectly round, it looks like it 
would’ve been around a 15mm projectile. I 
find plenty of old projectiles and cases but 
the way this has expanded into a ‘donut’ 
intrigued me.

After some research I’m guessing it’s 
a .58 cal Minie ball projectile but would 
appreciate some expert opinion. And yes, I 
did also find some gold!
Jason Burzacott, via email

A Thanks for your question and photos 
Jason and I reckon you’re ‘on the 

money’ with your guess as 27 grams 
equates to 416 grains and 15mm to 0.59". 
It’s probably a hollow-based .577 calibre 
bullet of Minie style, originally around 500 
grains in weight, fired from something 
like a Pattern 1853 Enfield rifle. I’ve seen 
several soft-lead, hollow-base type bullets 
which, when hitting the right surface, turn 
themselves inside out like this one has. It’s 
a very interesting find. It might be possible 
with very careful cleaning to determine 
the number of lands and grooves and their 
dimensions to further identify the rifle from 
which it was fired, although that could be a 
fairly tall order.
Geoff Smith

Q As a newcomer to sambar hunting 
I’ve been thinking about getting a 

dog to help me out. Most of the country 
I hunt is pretty thick and though there’s 
always plenty of deer sign, actually seeing 
the animals before they see me is a bit of a 
problem. I realise I still have a lot to learn 
and was wondering if a dog might help me 
become a more successful hunter. If so, 
what breeds would you recommend?
Andrew Morgan, NSW

A Hunting with a companion dog adds 
a whole new dimension to your deer 

hunting. Most dogs have better eyes, ears 
and noses than we mere humans and conse-
quently their ability to find deer is substan-
tially better than ours. That said, the dog 
must be trained to work with you. Obedi-
ence is essential as a dog which hunts for 
itself and leaves you behind when it finds a 
deer has no value at all as a hunting mate.

When it comes to selecting a breed of 
dog for deer hunting I’m not sure there’s 
a simple answer. I have friends who use 
nothing more than mongrels with the right 
instincts, others have spent a lot of money 
on pedigree breeds such as Labradors or 

Q I really enjoy the Top Shots section 
and wonder if someone could explain 

the benefits of an adjustable comb on a 
shotgun and how it works. I’m receiving all 
sorts of conflicting advice from people at 
my gun club.
Mike, Canberra

A Glad you enjoy the column and hope 
you continue to do so. Adjustable 

combs are a valuable option nowadays on 
shotguns and allow you to fine tune the pat-
tern placement of your gun in relation to its 
point of impact, when comfortably mounted 
with eyes parallel and your master eye 
looking straight down the rib to the bead or 
beads on your barrel.

For Trap shooting we like to see a bit of 
rib with the beads in alignment in what’s 
called a figure-of-eight sight picture, which 
usually delivers about 80/20 above and 
below the point of aim when patterning. For 
Skeet or Sporting Clays many people prefer 
to just see the bead or beads superimposed, 
as they want the gun to shoot flatter pat-
terns in the 60/40 or 50/50 above and below 
range.

If you have a standard stock that’s shoot-
ing high, you need a stock-maker to take 
a bit off the comb and if the gun’s shoot-
ing too low, you need to add some wood 
and refinish which can be pretty unsightly. 
Alternatively you can have an adjustable 
comb installed for a similar cost which gives 
you the ability to fine tune. If your gun’s 
shooting high you adjust the comb down 
and adjust up if you want the pattern higher. 
If your gun shoots left then move the comb 
to the right and vice-versa if it’s shooting 
right (these movements are looking down 
on the comb with the gun pointing forward).

As for how much to adjust? Shoot with 
the pattern board exactly 16 yards from 
the muzzle and the adjustment is 1/16th of 
an inch for every inch you want to move 
the centre of the pattern. Pattern at longer 
distances where you’re more likely to shoot 
each barrel to confirm pattern placement at 
those ranges. Once you have the gun shoot-
ing spot on, leave it there and don’t fiddle! 

Having your gun shooting exactly where 
you want it is an enormous confidence 
booster as those clays are smashed and 
your scores and overall enjoyment improve. 
Paul Miller



W e spotted this unusual listing on the 
SSAA Gun Sales website last month, 

a 12-gauge SKB over-and-under shotgun 
whose stock has been hand-painted and 
signed by celebrated Australian artist Pro 
Hart. The shallow-framed Trap gun was 
presented to the SSAA by Arthur Langsford 
of Myra Sports in Broken Hill during a fun-
draising venture and auctioned at the 1998 
Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor Trades 
Expo on the Gold Coast. Bought by a pri-
vate collector who never shot the gun, it’s 
now offered for sale in Victoria in the same 
condition it was bought 25 years ago.
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Pointers and all of them are capable of 
producing results on the day. My own dog 
Dixie is a Springer Spaniel/Kelpie cross 
sired by a working dog which jumped the 
fence. She works well for me as I’m sure 
other breeds do for other people, though at 
the end of the day I think it’s more about 
the hunt in the dog rather than the dog in 
the hunt.

Will a companion dog make you a better 
hunter? It all depends on how much time 
and effort you put into it. Working with a dog 
will improve your perception of what’s going 
on around you and that can only make the 
time you spend in the bush more enjoyable. 
John Dunn

John’s dog Dixie, a Springer 
Spaniel/Kelpie cross, has 
been a faithful hunting 
companion for many years.

Q As we approach the end of the third 
year of reloading component short-

ages, we’re now at the point where most 
primer and powder stocks are either totally 

depleted or outrageously expensive. Even 
though it’s across the board, pistol shoot-
ers in particular are reaching the point of 
not being able to shoot at all, as we tend to 
reload our own ammo as factory loads are 
not a viable alternative. Does anyone have 
any inside information on what’s happen-
ing with component supply and when it will 
return to normal?
Steve, Vic.

A Not inside information Steve but the 
firearms trade in the US has been 

reporting similar situations and cite the 
Covid-19 pandemic as creating the prob-
lem in the first instance. That then led to 
production and supply chain issues which 
affected both internal and external custom-
ers and I think our readers are aware of 
the demise of our local pistol and shotgun 
powder industry.

The pandemic along with everything that 
came with it - lockdowns, illness, labour 
and material shortages - has been blamed 
for a serious reduction in ammunition pro-
duction in the US and so the priority now is 
to address this backlog and divert all com-
ponents, powders, primers and projectiles 
into making ammunition, leaving little or 
nothing for the reloader.

As early as 2020 the NRA American Rifle-
man publication ran an article entitled The 
Great Ammo Shortage: When Will It End? 
In part, it reads: ‘Ammunition purchasers 

across America, or make that would-be 
purchasers, are finding shelves bare and 
unfortunately that’s hardly breaking news. 
If this was simply a Christmas-season run 
we could insert a Grinch joke here and 
assume things would return to normal after 
the holidays.

‘But in fact this shortage, as many read-
ers can attest, traces back at least to spring 
when Covid-mania shocked the country 
and has since intensified under an unprec-
edented chain of cultural phenomena. Many 
gun owners feel the only way to ensure 
they have ammo when they need it is to 
buy in bigger-than-normal quantities and 
the result is hoarding.’

To answer the ‘when will it return to 
normal’ part of your question, there does 
appear to be a slight improvement in the 
situation in the US and the ammo short-
age is being slowly addressed, though any 
surplus components are going to the much 
bigger US market first.

Unfortunately, Australia is at the tail-
end of the supply-and-demand loop and 
my prediction is that in the future, near or 
otherwise, we’ll see more and more reload-
ing components originating from Europe. 
Already small amounts of pistol and shot-
gun powders and primers have appeared - 
be that for about five minutes - before being 
snapped up but we live in hope.
Rod Pascoe
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MDT 
Oryx Chssiss System

Includes butt stock & grip. With od green skins.
Available in: Remington 700 SA & LA, Tikka 
T3X SA & LA, Howa 1500 SA & LA, Howa 
Mini Action, Ruger American SA, Savage Axis 
SA or LA, CZ 455 & 457, Ruger 10/22, Tikka 
T1X, Savage MKII
NEW $529.95

SUREFIRE 
Socom Muzzle Brake

Available in: 223cal, 
6.5cal, 30cal & 338cal

NEW FROM $295

SUREFIRE 
Warcomp Muzzle Brake

Available in: 223cal or 30cal
NEW $295

SUREFIRE 
Warden Blast 

Mitigation Device 
Available in: Black or Tan

NEW $429

SUREFIRE 
Warden Blast 

Mitigation Device 
– Direct Thread

Available in: 1/2x28 & 5x8x24
Available in: Black or Tan

NEW $295

SUREFIRE 
M340DFT Turbo

Mini Scout Light Pro
650 Lumens – 95,000 Candela

Available in: 
Black NEW $695 

Tan NEW $765

SUREFIRE 
M640DFT Turbo

Scout Light Pro
700 Lumens – 

100,000 Candela
Available in: 

Black NEW $695 
Tan NEW $765

RANGER POINT 
PRECISION

MLOK Cartridge Quiver 
Ammo Holder

Available in: 357m, 30/30, 
44mag, 45/70 & 410G

NEW $135

RANGER POINT PRECISION
Tactical rifle stock, with access plate. 
Available for: Marlin 1894/336/1895, Henry 
Lever Action, Pistol Grip Models.
NEW $629

RANGER 
POINT PRECISION
Tactical MLOK Forend
Available for:
Marlin 1894/336/1895
Henry Lever Action Rifles
NEW $390

RANGER 
POINT PRECISION
Henry Trigger Kit
NEW $84.90

RANGER 
POINT PRECISION

Marlin Trigger
Available in: Black, Silver & Red

NEW $195

RANGER POINT PRECISION
Flyweight Loading Gate
Available for: 1894/336/1895
NEW $94.90

RANGER POINT PRECISION
Marlin Alloy Self Clean Follower
Available for 30/30, 44m & 357m
NEW $69.90

MDT 
Tactical Bolt Knobs
Clamp On
Black, FDE, Grey & MDT Green
Available for: Rem 700, Tikka T3X,
Howa, Ruger American & Savage
NEW $34.95

MDT 
Oryx Skin Set
Available in: FDE, Black & Gray
NEW $44.95

MDT 
AICS Gen 2 Polymer
6.5 Creed/308win 
10 Shot Mags
Available in: Black, 
FDE or ODG
NEW $49.95

MDT 
Precision Bottom 
Metal – SA
Remington 700 SA 
Badger M5 Profile, 
AICS Compatible
NEW $329.95

MDT 
ORYX Bipod

M-Lok or Sling Stub 
Mount

Available in: 
Black or FDE

NEW $129.95

EOTECH EXPS3
Quick Detach
HWS – Holographic 
Weapon Sight Tan
Available in:
Red 68 MOA Ring with 1 MOA Dot
Red 68 MOA Ring with 2 MOA Dots
NEW $1495

SMITH & WESSON 
Model 686 Plus

Performance Center
357mag, 7 shot, 5" stainless 

steel, unfluted cylinder.
NEW $2295

SMITH & WESSON 
686 Competitior 

Performance Center
357mag, 6 shot, 6" weight 

barrel, stainless steel.
NEW $3349

SMITH & WESSON 
929 JM

Performance Center
9mm, 8 shot, 6.5" barrel, 

stainless steel.
NEW $2890

SMITH & WESSON 
686 SSR

357mag, 6 shot, 4" barrel, 
stainless steel, laminated grips.

NEW $2249

SMITH & WESSON 
686 Deluxe

357mag, 7 shot, 6" barrel, 
stainless steel, rosewood grips.

NEW $1895

SMITH & WESSON 
Model 10 CLASSIC

38 Special, 6 shot, 4" barrel, 
blued finish, fixed sights.

NEW $1699

XS Full Length Pic Rail
Available for:
Henry Lever Action rifles
Marlin 1894/336/1895
NEW $135

XS Scout Pic Rail
Available for:
Marlin 1894/336/1895
Winchester 1894 – 94AE
Mossberg 464
NEW $135

XS Ghost 
Ring Sight Set
Available for:
Henry Lever Action rifles
Marlin 1894/336/1895
Marlin 39A
Winchester 92
Winchester 1894 – 94AE
NEW $199

XS Ruger Gunsite Scout
Full length pic rail & rear peep

NEW $199

EOTECH EFLX Mini Relfex Sight
(MRS), Black or FDE
Available in 3 MOA or 6 MOA
NEW $649

EOTECH 512.A65
HWS – Holographic 
Weapon Sight
Red 68 MOA Ring 
with 1 MOA Dot
SPECIAL NEW $895

EOTECH XPS2
HWS – Holographic 
Weapon Sight
Available in:
Red 68 MOA Ring with 1 MOA Dot
Red 1 MOA Dot
Red 68 MOA Ring with 2 MOA Dots
NEW $1149

EOTECH EXPS3
Quick Detach
HWS – Holographic 
Weapon Sight Black
Available in:
Red 68 MOA Ring with 1 MOA Dot
Red 68 MOA Ring with 2 MOA Dots
Red 68 MOA Ring with 4 MOA Dots
NEW $1495

EOTECH Quick Detach Magnifiers
Black or FDE
G33 3x NEW $1149
G43 3x NEW $1195
G45 5x NEW $1295
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One of a kind
John Maxwell visits a 
unique firing range in NSW

W hen Ray Dennis wanted 
to shoot his new Barrett 
rifle in .50 BMG he was 
told he wouldn’t be issued 

a Commissioner’s Permit unless he had 
access to an approved firing range. “So I 
built my own,” he told Australian Shooter. 
The end result is the Klondyke Range 
Complex on Klondyke Station, a vast sheep 
property in far western NSW with a series 
of five shooting ranges available to those 
with a need to wring out large calibre and 
long-range options. Alas, that’s not sporting 
shooters. Klondyke is for Australian defence 
companies conducting research and develop-
ment, testing and evaluation of new systems.

When Australian Shooter visited 
Klondyke, Canberra-based defence 
company EOS (Electro Optic Systems) 
was conducting three weeks of trials on its 
counter-drone systems. Those feature a 
MAG 58 light machinegun in 7.62 NATO 
and 30mm Bushmaster cannon, both in a 
vehicle-mounted remote weapon station 
and, much more exotic, a 34-kilowatt high 
energy laser.

“The range itself is the only privately-
owned one in Australia available for 
this type of firearms development and 
research,” said Ray. “The only other places 
to go are Defence ranges. The bureaucracy 
associated with those ranges is unbeliev-
able. What a pain, it’s hard enough even 
here for what I’m doing. We’ve managed 
to get licences and approvals up to the 
120mm Abrams cannon.” Yet the largest 
ammunition so far fired at Klondyke is the 
30x173mm from the Bushmaster MK44S 
gun on the Hanwha Redback, during trials 
ahead of its selection as the Australian 
Army’s new infantry fighting vehicle.

Ray grew up in South Australia and 
hunted from an early age, potting rabbits 
and foxes while pursuing a career as a 
dentist. That was the era when foxes were 
abundant and shooters were paid a bounty 
per skin. For taking them he used rifles in 
both .17 Remington and .222 Remington, 
necked down to .17 and fireformed into 
the Ackley Improved cartridge. The rifles 
were fine but not the ancillaries and even 
the best US and European scopes weren’t 

well suited to night shooting and spotlights, 
while available, had limited range.

So he developed his own spotlights, 
founding the Lightforce line and in 1986 
travelled to the SHOT Show in New 
Orleans to market his lights to the vast 
US shooting community. He also found a 
manufacturer willing to make a scope to his 
specifications: 30mm tube and illuminated 
second focal plane reticule so the cross-
hairs wouldn’t grow with higher magnifica-
tion, obscuring the head of a fox at 300m.

Those early scopes were made in Japan 
and sold well in Australia, prompting him 
to establish an office in the US primarily to 
market spotlights. That was on the reason-
able belief that the US market was already 
amply serviced by an array of well-estab-
lished scope manufacturers, however as 
American hunting is done more in daylight, 
hunters there were less interested in his 
lights and more attracted to scopes.

He planned to call the new business 
Lightforce but a US firm making flashing 
lights for emergency vehicles already 
owned that name and wasn’t willing to part 
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Mounds at 500m intervals 
and stop butt at 4kms.

We’re out with 
the flies, trying 

to look after 
Australia

with it for less than US$25,000. No way   
and so was born Nightforce. Those early 
scopes were good and sold well enough but 
weren’t mechanically perfect, especially 
in larger calibre rifles. That led to greater 
efforts to engineer the scopes to live up 
to the Nightforce motto: Rugged, Reliable, 
Repeatable - a requirement with its genesis 
in the need for a scope which could survive 
being bumped around in the back of a ute on 
Aussie hunting trips.

Indeed that’s what led him to acquire 
a Barrett rifle in .50 BMG to do his own 
test and evaluation, as US SEALs had 
complained the Leupold Mark 4 scopes on 
their Barretts couldn’t handle the recoil. 
“For every scope on a rifle there was one 
in the store for repair,” Ray said, “and 
they just accepted that as being normal. 
We came along with our NXS series and 
they trialled them and now they’re down to 
five in the store for every 100 in the field. 
That’s the difference.”

In 1998 Nightforce relocated from Seattle 
in Washington state to Orofino, Idaho where 
the firm manufactures its own tubes and 

other components and sources optical glass 
from Japan with assembly done in the US. 
Cementing their position as makers of 
some of the world’s best optics, Nightforce 
won a succession of US military contracts 
to equip special forces operatives.

These military contracts really kicked off 
with the war on terror in the early 2000s 
when the company went to work on a 
SEALs requirement for a scope that would 
function properly after being underwater 
or high in the sky. That required some 
specialised test equipment to ensure every 
scope delivered to the SEALs worked as 
advertised.

And it’s not just in the US. Under 
Australian Defence project LAND 159 
Tranche 1, Nightforce’s ATACR 7-35x56F1 
riflescope was chosen to replace German 
Schmidt & Bender scopes, long regarded 
as among the best optics money could buy. 
Nightforce scopes are also the choice of 
competition shooters and hunters with deep 
pockets, as one from the top-of-the-range 
ATACR series could set you back more than 
$5000, though there are cheaper options.

As well as Nightforce, Lightforce and the 
Klondyke Range Complex, the Ray Dennis 
shooting empire also includes Horus (reti-
cules, accessories and ballistic software), 
Force Ordnance (the Defence arm of the 
group), Theon Sensors (night vision) and 
Adelaide-based riflemaker Ace Precision 
Rifle Systems.

Klondyke, located on the scrubby red 
dirt plains of the far west, started out as 
a single range. “Just for myself, I don’t 
need to be flash and can put up with a few 
flies. From there it built up to where it is 
today,” said Ray. That’s five ranges, each 
with different characteristics and to give 
an idea of the sizes, range two is a single 
narrow lane with a danger template out to 
36kms. Range four features shooting lanes 
with stop butts from 600 to 3000m, while 
range five is configured to allow firing of 
weapons up to .338 Lapua Magnum in a full 
360 degrees out to 4kms. The same range 
allows firing of weapons up to .50 BMG in 
an arc of 284 degrees out to 7km.

Facilities of this order necessarily mean 
Klondyke is a long way from anywhere, 
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300km west of Bourke. However, the range 
does have its own airstrip and since testing 
is unlikely to be completed in a day, there’s 
visitor accommodation at nearby Tongo 
Station. With civilian ranges generally too 
small and military ranges mostly unavail-
able or far distant, the only other option for 
Australian Defence companies would be 
to head overseas. “You need customers to 
warrant putting in this type of facility,” said 
Ray. “Here we have a system set up, we 
have the licensing and are out of everyone 
else’s way. There’s no risk to the civilian 
public and no road next to us. We’re out 
with the flies, trying to look after Australia, 
that’s the theory.”

So far, customers have included EOS, 
Hanwha Defense Systems and W&E Platt, 

a Sydney firm which manufactures weapon 
mounts for vehicles and ships. “This is 
really an opportunity for us to test the 
system in field conditions against free-
flying drones in an environment where 
we can manage the risk,” said Matt Jones, 
EOS executive vice-president for Defence 
systems. “We’re well away from anywhere 
but there are still risks to be managed - we 
have flights overhead. The employment of 
high-energy lasers as a weapon system is 
something that brings with it a completely 
new framework of risk. Coming to 
Klondyke allows us to test and develop that 
new capability in an environment where we 
can manage the risk.”

That risk is to passing aircraft even at 
high altitudes and to put that in perspec-
tive, hand-held lasers with power exceeding 
one milliwatt (one-thousandth of a watt) 
are banned. More powerful lasers could 
potentially dazzle or damage the eyesight 
of a pilot and anyone wielding such lasers 
faces serious penalties including hefty 
fines and jail. So at Klondyke, all laser 
operations ceased when aircraft were in 
the vicinity, known through monitoring 
of aircraft onboard Automatic Dependent 
Surveillance–Broadcast (ADS-B) identifica-
tion beacons.

A drone downed by gunfire isn’t that 
exciting as it simply tumbles to the ground, 
though if the onboard lithium battery is 
hit, the effect can be more pyrotechnic. On 
our visit the EOS 30mm cannon was firing 

practice ammo, essentially large solids. 
Best effect would be achieved with the new 
Northrop Grumman XM1211 proximity 
fused round which explodes when close to 
the drone, allowing engagement out to a 
couple of kilometres.

Alas, Klondyke isn’t yet certified for 
use of explosive ammo and in any case 
the US Army, which funded development 
of this round, is taking all production (it’s 
also expensive at around $500 a bang). 
The laser system is housed in a shipping 
container and when operational, all on-site 
personnel are indoors wearing laser-safe 
eyewear and watching proceedings on a 
TV screen which shows a bright light on 
the target.

As well as being the boss of Klondyke, 
Ray wears another hat on his vast range 
complex. “I’m feral pest controller for the 
million acres. I have a full-time job that 
everybody else wants to help me with,” he 
said. “Someone has to do pest control and 
I’m the poor unfortunate.”

His preferred firearm is a custom-built 
rifle in 25.06 Remington with one-in-eight 
barrel twist for the 133-grain Berger VLD 
projectile. “By default, out here because 
the ammunition is cheap - and it’s not my 
favourite but I use it - is the .308 out to 500 
yards,” he said. “If you had the choice and 
money wasn’t an object, you’d probably 
go up to a .300 Win Mag or .300 Norma of 
7mm Remington Magnum to go a bit flatter 
with better trajectory.”   .

This drone 
shot down by 
MG fire has 
taken a single 
hit from a 762 
bullet.

Drone graveyard at Klondyke. Target drones are made by Canberra firm Boresight.

Ray Dennis with EOS and vehicle-mounted 
counter-drone guns (MG and 30mm cannon in 
background).
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T here’s no substitute for spending 
as much time as possible in the 
bush over the fallow deer rut. The 
dynamics can change on a daily 

basis and, where there are no deer today, 
could be where you find the buck of a life-
time tomorrow as only the deer know why 
they come and go as they do.

Our first few days were spent checking 
out bucks which had started croaking 
earlier than usual. A couple of them would 
have already made reasonable trophies but 
everyone hunting on our block could see 
their potential and left them to grow for 
at least another year. The Quality Deer 
Management scheme we’ve been oper-
ating on the property for several years 
was starting to produce the goods with 
part of that process being to cull excessive 

RUT!
Brad Allen finally took his trophy 
in the 2023 mating season

numbers of does and inferior bucks. With 
this in mind we encourage our hunters to 
take meat animals in areas which border 
neighbouring farmland, where they regu-
larly shoot deer as a control measure.

As we’d already checked out most of the 
vocal bucks, my nephew Frank, son Morgan 
and I headed to our eastern boundary, an 
area which normally sees little hunting 
pressure and as we were taking our gear 
from the truck at the boundary gate, a buck 
could be heard grunting no more than 400 
yards away. This brought grins to the boys’ 
faces as we set off in his direction with a 
light breeze in our faces.

Of course the nemesis of all hunters are 
the wind, kangaroos and ever-alert noses, 
ears and eyes of any buck’s harem, though 
today was an exception with the wind in our 

favour and no roos about. The only thing 
we still had to contend with were satel-
lite spikers and does. A spiker was happily 
grunting in some thick stuff on the far side 
of several does and as we cautiously moved 
in his direction, he came wandering past at 
10 yards. With the sheer number of deer 
around it was decided only one of us should 
continue alone.

Frank put in a textbook stalk but 
returned just on last light, having seen 
only one of the buck’s reasonable antlers 
before he moved further into the bush. At 
this point a consolation prize presented 
as another satellite spiker came walking 
towards us on the track. Morgan was given 
the nod and quietly came to full draw on 
his 70lb Hoyt Compound before releasing 
an arrow. It hit the spiker in the centre of 

IN
A
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the chest and he was dead on his feet as 
he managed only 10 wobbly yards before 
piling up. As we carried the little meat 
animal back to the car in the dark the buck 
continued grunting, never knowing we’d 
been there, one of the silent advantages of 
hunting with a bow.

Frank headed home for work the 
following morning and left the hunting to 
myself and Morgan. From camp we could 
hear several bucks grunting in different 
locations and using the breeze to our 
advantage, we snuck along the river before 
heading back up the valley into some of 
the property’s best deer country. We’d just 
stalked around a young buck we looked 
at previously when I heard some frenzied 
flapping coming towards us. Two crows 
appeared 10m overhead and, on seeing us, 

the first swooped upwards and dropped 
whatever it had been carrying. The mystery 
object missed me by a few metres and 
on inspection we found a relatively fresh 
possum head. You can only wonder at that 
possum’s demise.

About 100 yards further on we entered 
a heavily timbered area on a narrow path. 
I whispered to Morgan: “You should nock 
an arrow, there’s always deer in here,” 
when a thundering of hooves came heading 
our way. Within seconds we were almost 
bowled over by a doe who veered off no 
more than five yards from us, being pursued 
by an amorous buck. He too swung off to 
our right, slipped in the mud, jumped up 
and kicked out as he continued after his 
prize. He was young but his antlers were 
even and already showing good potential 

and we were happy to leave him to his 
amorous pursuit. Fifty yards further on I 
whispered to Morgan: “There could be deer 
ahead in an old rutting stand,” when we 
spotted four or five does stand up and move 
away from us into the scrub.

Heading back to camp we had eyes on a 
buck moving between his rutting stands, 
one we all agreed had enormous potential 
as a trophy animal, so we were happy to 
see him wander off on his mating mission. 
Shortly after, a length of tape in a tea-tree 
bush caught my attention - only to materi-
alise as a green tree snake! This had been 
an interesting morning.

That afternoon we hunted towards a 
noisy buck near the river and after a quite 
intense stalk through the crunchy leaf 
litter, we were able to see his mob of does 

Any deer taken 
with a bow is a 
worthy trophy.

The possum 
head dropped 

by a crow which 
almost hit Brad.
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bedded down in the shade with the buck 
running around the scrub, chasing them and 
croaking. With narrow split palms he was 
definitely a cull-buck and exactly what we’d 
been looking for, though any mature buck, 
regardless of antler size, taken with a bow 
is a trophy to be proud of.

As is common, we were busted by a 
keen-eyed old doe who let out a bark before 
all the girls moved off into the bush. Our old 
mate didn’t bat an eye but kept grunting and 
followed his ladies as the lights were once 
again turned off by mother nature. The next 
morning saw us back in that general area 
and it wasn’t long before we could hear him 
grunting in one of his rutting stands, no 
more than 200 yards from where we’d seen 
him the previous evening.

Morgan stalked down through the 

boulder-strewn creek as Molly (the 
Labrador) and I stayed on the hill opposite. 
After 20 minutes or so the buck moved 
back to where he’d been the night before, 
giving Morgan the chance to cross the rela-
tively open creek area to the buck’s rutting 
stand. It gave Molly and I the same opening 
so we too headed over, 80 yards behind 
Morgan. There were several kangaroos and 
wallabies in that patch but our luck held and 
they quietly moved away from the deer.

Morgan eventually stalked into a posi-
tion between two of the rutting stands the 
buck had been moving between, when the 
buck chased a doe past at about 30 yards. 
There had been no time for a shot before 
both were swallowed up in the scrub and 
thinking the buck may return, Morgan 
waited. Soon he was strutting back past 

him at 30 yards when Morgan came to full 
draw and gave a doe call. The buck stopped 
in his tracks and was immediately met with 
an arrow through his right shoulder, spin-
ning on the spot before crashing downhill 
through the bush.

After hearing the commotion, Molly and I 
quietly headed over to Morgan who relayed 
what had just happened and, after leaving 
the buck for 15 minutes or so, Molly picked 
up his trail which we followed 30 yards 
downhill to where he was lying dead in the 
gully.

The following morning in the half light, 
mobs of kangaroos and deer were feeding 
all around the open paddocks and a lone 
buck was busily grunting in his rutting 
stand. With a fair idea of where he was 
working, our main problem was sneaking 

In a rut!

Brad’s buck where he fell to one 
shot from the Zastava 9.3x62.

This buck scrape had seen a lot of use.

A length of tape 
in a tea-tree bush 

caught my attention 
- only to materialise 

as a green tree 
snake!
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past those many sets of eyes and ears 
without being busted.

We finally were close enough to study 
the buck through binoculars. He was defi-
nitely a target so Morgan and Molly stayed 
as I used what little available cover there 
was to shorten the distance between us. 
Several does remained feeding as the buck 
croaked off out of sight to my right after 
another doe. As the deer had remained 
feeding, I determined he’d likely return at 
some point so crept forward as close as I 
dare to the bottom edge of a dam behind a 
straggly tree.

I could no longer hear the big bloke 
grunting and wondered if I’d missed the 
opportunity when 30 yards to my right out 
of the corner of my eye, I saw a doe and her 
fawn behind me, heading towards where 
I’d last seen the buck. At the same time a 
spiker was approaching in front of me - I 
was in a precarious position behind that 
small tree and wondered if they could hear 
my heart pounding. I was unable to turn my 
head for fear of being spotted when another 
movement behind the doe caught my 
eye. The buck had been following her and 
started grunting at the spiker who promptly 
took flight.

BALCATTA
U3/52 ERINDALE ROAD, BALCATTA 6021

OPEN MON - FRI 9AM - 5:30PM SAT 10AM - 3PM
BALCATTA@DOWNRANGE.COM.AU

MIDLAND
U2/212 GREAT EASTERN HWY, MIDLAND WA 6056
OPEN MON - FRI 9AM - 5:30PM SAT 10AM - 3PM

MIDLAND@DOWNRANGE.COM.AU

MIDLAND
NOW OPEN

U2/212 GREAT EASTERN HWY, MIDLAND WA 6056

08 6285 1000
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WWW.DOWNRANGE.COM.AU

In a rut!

Finally as they all skirted round the far 
side of the dam, the buck presented a clear 
side-on shot at 80 yards and I didn’t hesi-
tate. I took a lean off that tree and sent a 

285gr soft-point 9.3x62 bullet into his left 
shoulder whereupon he went down as if 
struck by lightning. The rut of 2023 had 
been one to remember.   .

Brad’s buck and his Zastava 9.3x62 wearing a Leupold 2.5-8 VX3. 
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T he Beretta Arms Company and 
the many types of firearms they 
produce under their own name 
(they also own other brands of 

rifle and shotgun manufacturers), are 
well known in this country, having been 
imported for many years. During that time 
Australian sporting shooters have used 
them successfully for target shooting and 
hunting and even to win Olympic medals. 
The company was founded in 1526, so in 
three years’ time will celebrate their 500th 
birthday.

Under review here is the 694 Limited 
Edition Sporter, made to commemorate 
Beretta Australia’s 20th anniversary, and 
is engraved as such on the underside of 
the monoblock. Only 50 of these were 
produced and imported and this particular 
anniversary model is only available with 
31" barrels, unlike the standard 694 Sporter 
which comes with 30 or 32" barrels. The 
gun comes in an attractive silver Beretta 

Happy

ABS case with three combination locks 
making it airline friendly.

Also inside the case are a stock bolt tool, 
an additional 23mm recoil pad, Beretta 
gun oil, choke spanner, three additional 
Optima HP chokes, a small screwdriver for 
trigger adjustment, spare pair of ejector 
retaining studs, a pair of 20-gram B-Fast 
stock weights, basic safety instructions, 
warranty and ABS case paperwork. During 
the course of the review I also noticed two 
40-gram B-Fast stock weights were already 
secured inside the stock.

      
Barrels
The 31" barrels are 3" chambered, Steelium 
Plus bored with Beretta’s ‘Triple Cone’ 
technology and have five Optima HP 
extended colour-coded multi-chokes as 
standard. The chokes supplied are Cylinder, 
Skeet, Improved Cylinder, Modified and 
Improved Modified. The barrels are 
fitted with an 8-10mm tapered rib which, 

unusually for Beretta, has a tramline. The 
rib is fitted with a Bradley-type white 
bead at the muzzle and as the 694 has no 
mid-bead, I found the tramline helped as it 
was noticeable in peripheral vision if your 
eye wasn’t centred over the rib (Beretta 
Australia will fit a mid-bead for a small fee).

The barrels are regulated at the factory 
for point of impact and when I tested the 
gun on a pattern board at my local club, 
results showed both shared the same point 
of impact. They’re monoblock in construc-
tion and superbly finished with a dark 
gloss blue/black and no sign of rivelling or 
unevenness. The interior of the tubes are 
highly polished to a mirror-like finish with 
the barrels weighing 1520g, which is at the 
lighter end of the scale for longer barrels on 
Sporters.

This lighter weight compared to those 
usually fitted to a Trap gun can be a signifi-
cant benefit in a model intended as a Field/
Sporter shotgun. Unusually, this version of 

anniversary!
David Crofts hails Beretta’s 
694 Limited Edition Sporter
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the 694 doesn’t have the option to fit B-Fast 
magnetic weights to the barrels. With the 
694 being made in Europe, the gun has been 
proof tested in Italy for CIP Superior Steel 
Shot Proof, handy for the sporting shooter 
who wants to go duck hunting as it’s safe to 
use with high performance steel shot.

Action
This is of the bifurcated type and due to 
positioning of the trunnions and conical 
locking bolts, means the receiver has a 
lower profile when viewed from the side 
than a Browning or Miroku-type action. The 
action finish is fairly plain but has a more 
contemporary ‘racy’ look with chunkier, 
angular bolsters unlike the 694’s predeces-
sors the 682 and 692. This extra meat in 
the action adds more weight for improved 
handling.

There are also similarities between 
the decoration of the 694 and DT11, both 
having a nickel-type finish and blue fill 

to the lettering and line along the action 
bordering. The metal-to-metal fit and finish 
of this gun is exceptional. The top lever has 
been given a makeover and the thumb area 
is now angled like the DT range of shot-
guns, which makes that top lever far more 
comfortable to use. The action fences have 
been slimmed down by fluting on either 
side (these flutes also run into the top of 
the walnut stock on either side of the top 
tang) to aid with target acquisition and the 
trigger is adjustable.

Barrel selection is obtained the usual 
Beretta way via a rocker-type switch on the 
safety catch. Having owned a few Berettas, 
this type of barrel selector would annoy me 
at times as I’d catch it with my thumb as I 
went to move the top lever to open the gun 
and change, sometimes unknowingly, which 
barrel shot first.

Yet with this 694, Beretta technicians 
have engineered a solution to that issue, as 
you can only change the barrel setting with 

the safety in the ‘safe’ position. As soon as 
you push it forward into the firing position, 
the selector is locked in place so you can’t 
change it by accident and, for me, that’s top 
marks to Beretta. Trigger pulls were good 
straight out the box and averaged 1.65kg for 
the bottom barrel and 1.7kg for the top.

Woodwork
Timber furniture on the 694 Sporter is 
European walnut and I believe Beretta 
use walnut they grade as 2.5 as standard 
on this model, the wood fitted to this gun 
being of the paler, blonde type with some 
figuring. Wood-to-metal fit is excellent 
as are the stock shapes with a fairly tight 
radius pistol grip and palm swell. There’s a 
slight right-hand cast and 375mm length of 
pull including an 18mm Beretta recoil pad, 
though different pad length and spacers 
are available to adjust stock length, with a 
longer 23mm pad included.

Stock shapes are reminiscent of those 

The 694 being given a run on the skeet field.

The balance felt 
close to ideal 
for a Sporting 

Clays gun
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on Beretta’s DT range and are a marked 
improvement on designs previously fitted to 
their mid-range Sporters. The stock comb 
is of a fuller design to help prevent head 
roll, dimensions being 35mm drop at start 
of the comb and 50mm at heel which suited 
me. The fore-end is of a rounded type 
which is fitted as standard to 694 Sporters 
and some variants of 694 Trap guns, the 
wood itself having an oil-type finish. Stock 
ergonomics made for good mount repeat-
ability and handled the punchier (1350fps+) 
competition shot shells comfortably.

At the range
The 694 felt good in the hands, weighing 
3.79kg and balancing on the hinge pin out of 
the box and to me the balance felt close to 
ideal for a Sporting Clays gun. Using it on 
Skeet, Trap and 5-Stand layouts I was most 
impressed by its handling characteristics 
and pointability. Overall ergonomics and feel 
of the 694 are a noticeable improvement on 

previous models and felt recoil, even when 
using 1350fps+ 28-gram high-performance 
target loads, seemed low.

I managed some good scores during 
testing with the first box of shells I put 
through the gun giving me a clean round of 
Skeet, very pleasing from a gun I’d never 
shot before. Consistent patterns produced 
by the extended Optima HP Chokes broke 
the clays I connected with in a most satis-
fying way using target loads by different 
manufacturers.

In summary
The 694 Limited Edition Sporter is an 
excellent product which, even though 
priced around the $7000-8000 mark offers 
good value, especially considering the 
longevity you can expect and Beretta 
Australia’s excellent product support. Not 
only is this a great Sporting Clays gun, it’ll 
handle up to 3" (76mm) heavy, high-perfor-
mance steel loads which makes it ideal to 
double-up for duck hunting.

It’s a shotgun which handles superbly, has 
the maker’s reputation for reliability and 
durability, coupled with Beretta Australia’s 
‘Forever Servicing’ and up to a three-year 
warranty. Finally, a shooting mate of mine 
whom I call ‘Beretta Bill’ due to his love of 
their shotguns, likes to say: “Better buy a 
Beretta” and in the case of the 694 Sporter 
I’d agree wholeheartedly.   .

Specifications
Maker: P. Beretta, Italy
Distributor: Beretta Australia
Model: 694 Ltd Edition Sporter
Overall length: 125.5cm
Overall weight: 3.79kg (with 2 x 40-gram 
stock weights fitted)
Barrel length: 31 inches/79cm
Barrel weight: 1.520kg
Bore: Steelium Pus, 18.6 Tapered, 76mm 
Chamber
Chokes: Optima HP, 5 Extended Chokes 
with coloured bands included
Trigger pulls: Bottom - 1.65kg / Top - 1.7kg
Drop at comb: 35mm
Drop at heel: 50mm
Length of pull: 375mm
Warranty: Three years
Other info: RRP includes a free gunfit at 
Beretta Australia, Melbourne
RRP: Beretta 694 Sporters - RRP Starting 
From $7799

Happy anniversary!

The 694 Limited Edition cased with spare chokes.

The Beretta Australia 20th Anniversary 
Engraving under the monoblock.

The monoblock is jewelled.
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SERIES

IF YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED A 
GENUINE BREAK-IN AND HAVE A 
POLICE REPORT TO PROVE IT, 
WE WILL REPLACE YOUR SAFE 
(INCL. ANY DELIVERY COSTS) 
COMPLETELY FREE!

COMES WITH

THE NEW LHL SERIES FEATURES:

• Most secure anti-pry technology on the market
• 2mm body, 3mm door
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• Black carpet interior: a sleek looking interior
  featuring black carpet and racking
• 3 or 5 spoke handles
• Stylish black name plate and exterior
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1500 x 520 x 360mm
14 Gun Approx 70Kg Cat A/B
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1500 x 600 x 450mm
20 Gun Approx 110Kg Cat A/B

$949.99 RRP

LHL10 LHL14 LHL20

LBA Series LCH Series LOK Series

NOW COMPLETES THE FULL 
LOKAWAY LINE-UP, ALLOWING 
YOU TO CHOOSE BETWEEN 
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL 
AMMO BOX CONFIGURATIONS!

CHECK OUT THE
FULL RANGE

Proudly distributed by
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A bloody good Sport
Affordable Meopta scope a winner, says Frank Varapodio

Meopta, a company with a rich 
history dating back to 1933, has 
been delivering a wide range 
of products from precision 

medical and scientific instrumentation to 
military systems and even digital cinematic 
projectors. Yet it’s their optics for shooting 
and hunting including riflescopes, binocu-
lars and spotting scopes which truly pique 
my interest.

Their commitment to quality and innova-
tion is evident in a diverse line-up and the 
Meopta MeoSport R 3-15×50 RD SFP rifle-
scope is no exception. I was delighted when 
Winchester Australia supplied Australian 
Shooter the scope for review as, having 
owned a Meopta MeoPro 4-12x50, I’ve 
come to know and appreciate the excellence 
of their products.

A closer look
This scope has been marketed as an entry-
level model, feature packed and is the first 
in a new series released by Meopta last 
year. Out of the box it’s visually striking 
with sleek design, clean lines and eye-
catching finish and I found it to be remark-
ably light at around 655 grams, making it 
ideal for hunting. The zero-reset exposed 
locking windage and elevation turrets are 
ergonomically finished with rounded edges 
which is a nice touch. Ring mounts (1½") 
are included and while the ring height was 
perfect for me and my set-up it may not 
suit all shooters. The rings are also laser 
engraved with a mark which helps you 
align the scope to speed up the mounting 
process.

The RD in its name designates its illu-
minated red dot on 4C reticle while SFP 
indicates second focal plane with the optic 
housed in a 30mm aluminium tube. The 
scope measures roughly 13¼" in length and 
offers maximum eye relief of around 4", 90 
MOA of adjustment and parallax adjust-
ment from 10 yards to infinity.
The scope has a simple crosshair recital 
with that illuminated red dot at the centre. 
This is exceptional and a point of differ-
ence certainly at this price range. I’ve 
been using Steiner and Swarovski scopes 
with illuminated recitals and, subject to 
the terrain and time of day, the red dot is 
crucial for me as it provides for a visual 
focal regardless of whether stalking or 
simply on the move.
The MeoSport is nitrogen purged, 
shockproof, waterproof and also features 
MeoBright hydrophobic lens coating, 
suggesting guaranteed exceptional clarity 
in virtually all weather conditions. Overall 
attention to detail in construction and 
design further underlines Meopta’s commit-
ment to delivering high-quality products.

Performance
I tested the MeoSport R on targets from 
100, 200 and out to 300m from the bench 
and in the field in early morning and late 
evening. The scope allows for hunting 
around dawn and dusk when there’s 
minimal light, as the 50mm objective 
allows it to gather more light which results 
in a brighter and significantly sharper 
image aided by the 5x zoom and parallax, 
both sleek and easily adjustable.

Precision and accuracy
The turrets equipped with zero-set func-
tionality can be locked to prevent unin-
tended adjustments while moving between 
locations. MeoSport dials provide windage 
and elevation adjustments with a .1 Mil 
increment precision and you can make 
those changes easily by pulling the turret, 
rotating it the desired amount and locking 
it back into place. The battery (included) 
for the illuminated 4C reticle is conve-
niently located beneath the parallax and 
illumination adjustment turret. 

Range testing
I paired the scope with a .243 rifle which 
produced outstanding accuracy, high-
lighting the firearm’s trustworthiness 
and showcasing the scope’s ability to 
consistently reproduce shots. Tests were 
conducted from 100-300m and the results 
reinforce the MeoSport’s dependability and 
unwavering performance, qualities essen-
tial for both hunters and marksmen.

Specifications
The scope comes with a 30mm tube size, 
field of view of 37.5-7.5ft at 100 yards 
and eye relief of 3.94". It operates on the 
second focal plane, has an overall length of 
13.29", weighs 655 grams and features a 4C 
illuminated reticle with red dot illumina-
tion. RRP is $795.

Key takeaways
Optical quality: Meopta is known for 
producing high-quality optics and the 

The O-rings fit perfectly on the offset 
Picatinny rails and provide ample 
space between scope and barrel.
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BACK PACKS
2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $335

Chargemaster Dispenser $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals) $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool   $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale   $95

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale  $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bi-Pod $125

Pivot Bi-Pod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69 

RANGEFINDERS
RX-600 $285

RX-750TBR $405

RX-1000 $485

RX-1000TBR $550

SCOPES
VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40 $325

VX-I 3-9x50 $420

VX-I 4-12x40 $420

VX-II 1-4x20 $420

VX-II 2-7x33 $420

VX-II 3-9x40 $460

VX-II 3-9x50 $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO $620

VX-II 4-12x50 $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20 $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32 $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36 $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40 $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50 $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50 $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT $1335

Call us for the best prices 
on other products

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600 --------------------------- $275
RX- 750TBR ---------------------- $370
RX- I000 --------------------------- $445
RX- I000TBR --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33 ----------------------- $275
VX-I 3-9x40 ---------------------- $295
VX-I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380
VX-I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x40 --------------------- $380
VX-II 3-9x50 --------------------- $475
VX-II 4-12x40 AO --------------- $560
VX-II 4-12x50 -------------------- $595
VX-II 6-18x40 AO---------------- $635
VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT --------- $690
VX-3 1.5-5x20 -------------------  $525
VX-3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525
VX-3 2.5-8x36 -------------------- $525
VX-3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615
VX-3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700
VX-3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700
VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO ------------- $750
VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR--------------- $835
VX-3 4.5-14x50 ------------------ $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR -------------- $915
VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO ------------- $860
VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR ------------  $910
VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR--------------- $915
VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT ------  $1055
VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375
Chargemaster Dispenser $415
Chargemaster Combo $670
FL Die Sets (most cals) $70
Pro-melt Furnace $710
Vibratory Case Cleaner $155
Electronic Digital Calipers $120
Uniflow Powder Measure $160
Hand Priming Tool $90
Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $195
Trim Mate Case Prep Centre $255
RC-130 Reloading Scale $110
RC Supreme Master Kit $599
Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345
2800 $415
4500 $720
Diablo $240
Hyper Hydro $179
Hyper Vent $310
Monster Fanny $215
Nanno Fanny $120
Reactor $159
Superday $299
Terra Glide Duffel $430
Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220
Rock Jnr Rest $125
Rock Comp Rest $380
Lead Sled Plus $320
Fire Control Rest $455
Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135
Electronic Calipers $79
Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125
Pivot Bipod $175
Front Leather Bag $65
Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

DEALERS LICENCE NO: 409564311

PH: 02 9882 2689

www.magnumsports.com.au
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

ADDRESS: 19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE: 02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311

www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS:

MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 

SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery*

BACK PACKS

2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $335

Chargemaster Dispenser $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals) $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool   $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale   $95

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL

DS750 Digital Scale  $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE

Standard Bi-Pod $125

Pivot Bi-Pod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69 

RANGEFINDERS

RX-600 $285

RX-750TBR $405

RX-1000 $485

RX-1000TBR $550

SCOPES
VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40 $325

VX-I 3-9x50 $420

VX-I 4-12x40 $420

VX-II 1-4x20 $420

VX-II 2-7x33 $420

VX-II 3-9x40 $460

VX-II 3-9x50 $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO $620

VX-II 4-12x50 $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20 $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32 $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36 $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40 $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50 $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50 $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT $1335

Call us for the best prices 

on other products

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600 --------------------------- $275

RX- 750TBR ---------------------- $370

RX- I000 --------------------------- $445

RX- I000TBR --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33 ----------------------- $275

VX-I 3-9x40 ---------------------- $295

VX-I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380

VX-I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x50 --------------------- $475

VX-II 4-12x40 AO --------------- $560

VX-II 4-12x50 -------------------- $595

VX-II 6-18x40 AO---------------- $635

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT --------- $690

VX-3 1.5-5x20 -------------------  $525

VX-3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525

VX-3 2.5-8x36 -------------------- $525

VX-3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615

VX-3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO ------------- $750

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR--------------- $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 ------------------ $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR -------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO ------------- $860

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR ------------  $910

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR--------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT ------  $1055

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375

Chargemaster Dispenser $415

Chargemaster Combo $670

FL Die Sets (most cals) $70

Pro-melt Furnace $710

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool $90

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $195

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale $110

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125

Pivot Bipod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

$15 flat rate post 
on any order 
anywhere in 

Australia

Canik Clearance Limited Stock

New FX Panthera Hunter

No lay-by available on 
these limited time specials.

Canik Rival SFX 9mm
Black or Grey. Cased with 3 mags, 
holster and optics plates. 
Was $1760, $1295 Rossi 

Puma Triple Black
357 or 44 magnum, 

16.5" barrel, black Cerakote 
Further reduced $995

Rossi 
Citadel Levtac

18" 357mag or 44mag $919

Rossi Citadel TRAKR
22lr or 22WMR $299

CZ Shadow 2 9mm  
With 1 x NSW compliant mag 

(or 3 x standard mags for other states)
$1995

Spare NSW compliant mags $149

CZ Shadow 2 Bronze  
Limited Edition 9mm  

With 1 x NSW compliant mag 
(or 3 x standard mags for other states)

$2099
Spare NSW compliant mags $149

FX Panthera Sniper 
22cal, 25cal and 30cal 700mm barrels

$3390

FX Impact MK3 Black
In stock in 177, 22, 25 and 30 cal
Standard 600mm barrel $3330

Sniper 700mm barrel $3430

FX Impact MK3 Sniper Bronze
In stock in 177, 22, 25 and 30 cal
Standard 600mm barrel $3395

Sniper 700mm barrel $3495

CZ Shadow 2 9mm mags 
(Not for NSW) All other states

$99

Not available for firearm 
or ammunition sales

Meopta Meosport R 3-15x50 RD $c
Back in stock. $690

Remington Clearance

Remington  
700 SPS Tactical AAC 308

16.5" barrel
Was $1950, $1425

Burris XTR II 5-25x56 SCR MIL FFP
Was $2330, $1740

Burris Eliminator III 4-16x50
Laser Rangefinding scope
Was $2435, just $1815 
Massive further price drop
Now just $1395

Rossi 
Puma Stainless Walnut

44 Magnum $895

Rossi Clearance

Rossi Rio Bravo Lever Action
22lr or 22WMR $599

Rossi 
Gallery Gun Pump Action

22lr or 22WMR $599

Christensen Arms  
Carbon Ridgeline

300 RUM with 26" Carbon barrel 
with brake. Silver Cerakote Action.

Massively reduced from $5550  
now just $2995

Weatherby Vanguard  
Talus 243 win

4 only, reduced from $2395 to clear
24" Spiral Fluted Barrel
Patriot Brown Cerakote
Save $1000, just $1395

Zeiss LRP S3 6-36x56
34mm Tube. 0.1 MRAD clicks
ZF-MRi Illuminated MRAD reticle
Just $3490

Holosun HS510C Holow sight
2MOA dot/6.5MOA Circle Reticle
Solar Charging, QD Picatinny Mount
Just $599

Zeiss V4 3-12x56 Illuminated 
Back in stock in limited numbers
Reduced to $1395

Hikmicro and Infriray
Thermal Scopes and Monoculars
Prices too hot to print. Call for best 
price, we will not be beaten! Don’t buy 
thermal without speaking to us.

FX Panthera Hunter
17 and 22 cal 300mm Barrel

25 Cal 380mm barrel
30 cal 420mm barrel

$2895

CZ 600 Alpha 
Massively reduced 

from $1640. Now $1095
Available in:

223 Threaded
6.5CM Threaded

308 Non Threaded
30-06 Threaded

300 win mag Threaded

Winchester 
223 ammo sale

55gr FMJ Target
Just $19 per 20 

or $171 per 200

Schmidt & Bender META 6-18x42
LP7 Illuminated Reticle
Capped Turrets $3995
Locking ASV Elevation $4350
ASV II-B Ballistic Turret $4850

New Schmidt & Bender Scopes 
Just Landed

Schmidt & Bender PM II High 
Performabce 6-36x56
DT35 Turrets in CW and CCW
P5FL or GR2ID reticle $6995

Deer Hunting 
in Australia 

by Nick Harvey
Just released $49.95

Merger 
Thermal Binoclulars

XP50 LRF $10650
XL50 LRF $7200

Pulsar Thermal In Stock Now

Thermion 2 LRF 
Thermal Scope with Rangefinder

Thermion 2 XG50 LRF $7685
Thermion 2  XP50 Pro LRF $7835
Thermion 2 XQ50 Pro LRF $4660

Thermion 2 
Thermal Scope

Thermion 2 XG50 $6045
Thermion 2  XP50 Pro $5995
Thermion 2 XQ50 Pro $4175
Thermion 2 XQ35 Pro $3815

Thermion Duo 
Thermal Scope 
& Night Vision

Thermion Duo DXP50 $7625
Thermion Duo DXP55 $7745

Talion 
Thermal Scope

Talion XG35 w/ QD Mount 
$5570

Axion 2 
Thermal Monocular

XQ35 Pro $2870
XG35 $3535

XM30F $1570

Axion 2 LRF 
Thermal Rangefinding 

Monocular
LRF XQ35 Pro $3090

LRF XG35 $3975

Telos Thermal 
Hand Held
XP50 $5445
XP50 LRF $5870
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*image taken by remote means

REAPER RAIL PICATINNY
WITH TRIPOD KITS

MODELS | EU-KJ85003K | EU-KJ85004K 

For those wanting the benefits of a ballhead without all 
the drawbacks, the Reaper Rail offers both vertical and 
horizontal travel along with cant adjustment. Available 
with Picatinny or Arca Swiss mounting options, Reaper 
Rails donʼt sacrifice an ounce of stability and maintain 
KJIʼs signature heavy-duty construction designed to tackle 
any type of environment.

www.kjiprecision.com

DEALER ENQUIRIES
e: contact@huntthenight.com.au      w: huntthenight.com.au

ph: 1300 486 444     a: 2/27 Bate Close Pakenham Victoria 3810

MeoSport R 3-15×50 RD features excellent 
glass and lens coatings which provide clear 
and bright images. The scope offers a high 
level of light transmission, ensuring good 
visibility even in lowlight conditions.

Magnification range: The 3-15x magnifi-
cation range provides versatility, allowing 
shooters to engage targets at various 
distances. This range is suitable for both 
close-quarters shooting and mid-range 
engagements, making it a versatile option 
for different shooting scenarios.

Large objective lens: With a 50mm objec-
tive lens the MeoSport R 3-15×50 RD 
allows ample light to enter, resulting in 
enhanced image brightness and clarity. This 
can be particularly useful at dawn, dusk or 
in other lowlight situations.

Red dot reticle: These are popular for 
their ease of use and quick target acquisi-
tion. They provide a simple aiming point 
and can be particularly effective for close-
range or fast-paced shooting.

Robust: Meopta scopes are generally 
built with durability in mind. They often 
feature a rugged construction with high-
quality materials, making them resistant 
to recoil, shock and environmental condi-
tions. This robustness ensures the scope 
can withstand harsh shooting settings while 
maintaining accuracy and performance.

Summary
This riflescope is an excellent choice for 
hunting. Its sharpness at all magnifications 
and in less-than-ideal conditions during 
testing meant performance was outstanding. 
I really appreciated its light weight for 
lugging up and down challenging terrain 
through the rough country I often encounter, 
while its price-to-performance ratio is 
close to unbeatable. This is a reliable, 
high-performing and affordable option for 
hunters and shooters at all levels. Its robust 
construction, excellent optical performance 
and user-friendly features make it a worthy 
addition to any shooter’s kit, so whether 
you’re a seasoned hunter or beginner, this 
scope is sure to enhance your experience 
and improve accuracy in the field.    .

A bloody good sport

The turrets for windage and elevation are 
simple to use and can be set to ‘zero’.

A close look at the eyepiece and power ring.
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52 Proudly distributed by

sporting.nioa.com.au
www.championtarget.com

Discover the Wheelybird 2.0! With its wireless remote, adjustable launch 
angles and rapid reload, hitting targets has never been easier.

WHEELYBIRD 2.0
TAKE MOBILITY TO THE NEXT LEVEL

SEE IT IN 
ACTION!

@NIOATV
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W hen the .30-06 Springfield 
first appeared on the scene 
in 1906 (hence the ‘06’) it 
quickly became recognised for 

its abilities as a good choice for hunting, 
military use and even some competitive 
shooting events. But in all honesty, when 
compared to some of the choices of today, 
this cartridge has lost a great deal of its 
original lustre.

One of the first major challengers to 
the .30-06’s favourability arrived in 1960 
when Norma introduced its revolutionary 
new .30 calibre magnum - the .308 Norma 
Mag. Three years later Winchester ramped 
up that competition even further by intro-
ducing its own slightly more powerful 
magnum in the .300 Winchester Mag and, 
almost immediately, shooters worldwide 
began to recognise how they could benefit 
from the far better ballistics of those two 
cartridges.

But almost equally important as those 
improved ballistics was the fact the overall 
cartridge length of both new arrivals were 
close to the .30-06, which made them 
acceptable for use in a standard-length bolt-
action rifle. Standard-length bolt-actions 
are generally much cheaper to buy than 

Go wild

Consider a makeover for that 
.30-06 rifle, says Thomas Tabor

the longer magnum actions, and the end of 
World War Two brought a glutton of surplus 
.30 rifles which could be customised and 
rechambered for these new magnum 
cartridges.

Ackley’s improvement
But even before those Norma and 
Winchester Magnums appeared on the 
scene, there was a lesser-known compet-
itor out there. P.O. Ackley was possibly the 
most prolific cartridge experimenter of his 
time and had been diligently working on his 
own more powerful .30 calibre version. Like 
Norma and Winchester, Ackley thought if 
he could find a way to send a bullet out the 
muzzle a little faster than the ’06 could, 
it would result in flatter trajectories and 
higher retained energies on impact. His 
wildcat .30-06 Ackley Improved did just that 
by only expanding the .30’s factory-made 
cartridge case.

Ackley’s approach took the form of first 
recutting the rifle chamber to slightly larger 
dimensions, which included a straighter 
case wall and considerably sharper 
40-degree shoulder angle to increase its 
powder capacity. Once this was done he 
fired the original .30-06 Springfield ammo 

in that new chamber, which resulted in 
blowing the case out to match those new 
specifications, a procedure commonly 
known as ‘fire-forming’ the brass. Once the 
cases have been reformed in this manner 
they can be resized and reloaded using 
handloading dies which match the new 
improved dimensions.

The .30-06 Ackley Improved
Ackley developed his .30-06 Improved 
in the 1940s and it remains one of the 
more popular non-commercialised wildcat 
cartridges today. And you can take full 
advantage of its more desirable ballistics by 
simply having a .30-06 rifle rechambered to 
those dimensions. While various gun writers 
have said the conversion from a standard 
.30-06 to the Ackley Improved results in an 
increase in powder capacity by about five 
per cent, my research shows a somewhat 
greater expansion in volume. I believe at 
least some of those writers were using 
water as a medium for comparison purposes 
and I don’t believe water is the most appro-
priate and reliable measuring method.

I’ve found in many cases water tends to 
underestimate capacities which might be 
due to the tiny air bubbles that persistently 

with Ackley

Five-shot groups at 100 yards like this, or better, are common in many .30-06 Ackley Improved rechambered rifles.
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cling to the inside walls of the cases. My 
personal preference is to use either fine 
grain cartridge powder or granulated table 
salt. When filling cases I continuously tap 
the side of them with a small metal spoon  
to ensure a complete settling of the 
contents. In this case the result showed 
the standard .30-06 held 99.3 grains of table 
salt and the Ackley case 107.7 grains, an 
impressive total percentage increase of 8.4 
per cent.

This rise in powder capacity of the 
case brings about a potential substantial 
increase in its velocity, though clearly extra 
powder alone doesn’t always equate to 
better overall performance. Every barrel is 
unique and a balance must always be struck 
between velocity and an acceptable degree 
of accuracy. Nevertheless, I’ve enjoyed 
great results in my own shooting of the 
.30-06 Ackley Improved over those of the 
.30-06 Springfield.

Handloading the Ackley
My personal experience handloading most 
mid to large-sized magnum cartridges 
have shown a real preference for slower 
burning-rate powders and the .30-06 Ackley 
Improved is no exception. My best recom-
mendation when working up an acceptable 
load would be to avoid all the slower burn-
rate rifle powders entirely and concentrate 
only on the two or three slowest rate. When 
working up an acceptable charge for any 
cartridge you should always start low then 
gradually increase the charge, staying alert 
to signs of developing excessive pressures.

Sourcing loading data will be a bit more 
challenging with any wildcat cartridge, 
though I found data for my own .30-06 
Ackley Improved in some older reloading 
manuals as well as in book Cartridges of 
the World book. There’s also reloading 
data available on the internet but ensure 
anything you choose comes from a trust-
worthy source and, if possible, confirm it 
with at least one other.

Benefits of improvements
One of the nice things about improved 
wildcat cartridges is not only can you fire 
them, you can also safely substitute pre-
modified commercial rounds too. Even 
after the chamber has been recut to the 
new dimensions, there seems to be little 
problem continuing to fire the parent .30-06 
Springfield rounds in that newly recham-
bered rifle. In this case, if you run out of 
handloaded Ackley ammo, the flexibility of 
being able to substitute Springfield .30-06 
shells can be a great asset - just head to 
your local gunshop and buy a box.

Tom found useful 
reloading data in his 
old Speer Reloading 

Manual #8.  

Cartridges of the World is a 
great source of reference.

P.O. Ackley was a prolific 
cartridge experimenter with 
much of that experience in 
his Vol. 1 & 2 Handbooks for 
Shooters and Reloaders books.
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Ackley vs belted mags
While most .30-06 bolt-action rifles have 
the capability to be rechambered to .300 
Win Mag or .308 Norma Mag, those 
conversions can be more costly and in 
some cases a bit more problematic. In 
addition to having the chamber recut, a 
bolt face alteration is necessary to accom-
modate their belted designs. In some 
instances there may be feeding issues 
but these problems don’t exist when 
converting an 06 to the Ackley Improved 
design - and of course there’s no option to 
shoot original 06 ammo in those rifles.

Even though some handloading data 
indicates velocities produced by the .30-06 
Ackley Improved are on par with those of 
the .308 Norma Mag and .300 Win Mag, I 
believe the Ackley falls just a bit short in 
those comparisons. While there are many 
variables which can affect such a compar-
ison, I feel the following would be a general 
assumption of what a shooter can expect. 
By carefully selecting your powder and 
charge weights, it wouldn’t be unrealistic 
to expect an increase of up to about 150fps 
in muzzle velocity when shooting either 
180gr or 200gr bullets with the Ackley 
design over the .30-06 Springfield. And 
when a comparison is made between either 

the .308 Norma Mag or.300 Win Mag firing 
180gr bullets, I’d expect the .30-06 Ackley 
velocity to be about 100-150fps less.

The way I see it
While I’m not a huge fan of the .30-06 
Springfield, I love the various .30 calibre 
magnums and that includes the .30-06 
Ackley Improved. During many years of 
shooting I’ve converted several 06s to 
.300 Win Mag and owned at least one .308 
Norma Mag. I’ve also played around with 
various wildcats and very much like the 
option of rechambering a standard .30-06 to 
the more desirable Ackley specs and ability 
to fire both type of shells in the same rifle.

Reamers for the Ackley conversion seem 
readily available from many suppliers, as 
are reloading dies (my own came from 
RCBS). So if you’re looking to increase 
performance of that old .30-06 which has 
seemingly taken up permanent residency in 
your gun-safe and not had a bullet down its 
barrel in a while, an Ackley makeover might 
be on the cards.    .

The flexibility 
of being able to 

substitute Springfield 
.30-06 shells is 
a great asset
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The Ackley (right) shares a similar 
shoulder angle with that of 
Weatherby’s magnums.  

This 10-shot group at 100 yards 
provides an even better picture 
of the Ackley’s capabilities. 

The .30-06 Ackley Improved (right) comes 
with a much straighter case wall compared 
to the .30-06 Springfield.
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RESPECT
HUNT RESPONSIBLY

Find your local W&S Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au

Bold &
    Intuitive...

A�ordable. Reliable.

Imperial Side x side .410, 20 & 28g-28” Barrel  / 12g-30” Barrel

912X o/u 12g-30” & 32” Barrels

Vantage o/u 12g-30” Barrel

Kilworth Side x side 20g-28” Barrel / 12g-30” Barrel 

�e Webley & Scott Vantage over & under shotgun features a beautiful oil �nished walnut stock that is 
complemented with an elegant scroll engraved silver action. Many other features such as a cheek piece and 
Schnabel forend provide excellent functionality.

A result of tireless e�orts to manufacture a true coin �nished Silver Action shotgun based on a proven 900K. 
Developed with the Australian shooter in mind, it has perfect balance, superb �nish and will perform in the 
most demanding conditions.

�e Kilworth side by side o�ers an understated �nish to those seeking an alternative to the more intricate 
Imperial model. With all the technological improvements of a modern shotgun this steel proofed side by side 
o�ers incredible value and longevity.

Colour case hardened, steel proofed side by side, the Imperial is a nod back to our traditional roots whilst 
encompassing leading shotgun manufacturing technologies. �e result is a magni�cent- looking and feeling 
gun which will perform faultlessly on game shoots for many years to come. NEW

NEW
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W hen Australian Shooter was 
offered the chance to review a 
sleeping bag from Australian 
outdoor equipment supplier 

One Planet, I was more than a little excited 
to test such a high-quality piece of gear 
which more than lived up to my expecta-
tions. All their products are designed 
and developed in Melbourne under their 
philosophy to ‘Make it good. Make it work. 
Make it last.’

Make it good
The first thing that struck me on picking 
up the box the Sonder sleeping bag came 
in was to wonder if there was actually 
anything inside, such was the light weight 
of the bag at 743g. Including the compres-
sion sack, my kitchen scales clocked it at 
901g with tags attached, which certainly 
won’t overload my pack or the ute for that 
matter. The compression sack, so named 
for the straps which allow you to compress 
the bag very tightly, has plenty of scope to 
squeeze it even further if you really need to 
save space.

The specifications are stitched into a 
piece of fabric on one end, which doubles 
as a sturdy carry handle I also found suit-
able for attaching to a backpack. In the 
spotlight here is the Sonder sleeping bag 
with a -8C lower comfort limit, 800+ Loft 
hydrophobic down, regular size and lefthand 
zip. While that’s quite a mouthful, there are 
many options to choose from and it reflects 

the selection of a made-to-order product 
from such a wide range. One Planet’s cata-
logue contains considerably more detail 
and guidance on making your choice and 
is a great read for those interested in the 
‘nitty-gritty’.

As I pulled each handful of the bag from 
its tiny compression sack, the down filling 
expanded to normal size almost immedi-
ately. It’s akin to emptying a clown car and I 
was impressed that it’s able to be repacked 
with very little effort indeed. As I’m poring 
over every detail, it’s the little things which 
grab my attention, all of which are pet hates 
of mine from spending countless nights in 
a sleeping bag. Ever found yourself twisted 
up in the bag at night and can’t find the 
zipper? The Sonder has a glow-in-the-dark 

Rolling up my double swag in time to watch this Coober Pedy sunrise was a breeze without bulky 
blankets. No extra bedding required!

The locking YKK zipper with its brilliant anti-snag cover and glow-in-the-dark pull tab. The ‘draught tube’ behind provides insulation along the zipper line.

tab on the end of the pull string! Find 
yourself with the bag half unzipped in the 
morning? Not any more as the locking main 
zip will stay put unless you deliberately 
pull it down (in practice I found it can slide 
a minimal amount but reliably locks after 
about 50mm of travel).

Keep finding your sleeping bag has slid 
down to your waist? The elasticised draw-
string in the hood and shoulder section 
is effective at preventing this. Sure, all 
sleeping bags have a drawstring in the hood 
but they’re often not elasticised and are 
combined with very little padding in the 
hood so can be uncomfortable to put any 
tension on.

The down filling is held in place very 
effectively through a ‘Vertical V Baffle 

Kyle Andrews spent a cosy night in 
the new One Planet sleeping bag

tight
Sleep
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The core of the UPR is the lightweight 
stock construction: the bedding features 
an extra layer of carbon fibre mixed with 
fiberglass for increased rigidity and 
accuracy. The stock is coated with a 
rough surface for the best grip in any 
condition and has attachments for 
QD slings. In addition, the design of 
the stock takes into account the 
ergonomic shooting position, 
even at long distances.

Ultimate accuracy
in all situations.

UPRT1x 
T3x 

T3x UPR
Blued $3,599 RRP

Stainless $3,699 RRP

T1x UPR
Blued $2,249 RRP

FULL TIKKA
RANGE HERE

Proudly distributed by
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One Planet’s Sonder provides 
vastly better performance in cold 
weather at half the weight of my 
old sleeping bag.

One Planet Sonder Sleeping Bag

Construction’ which also serves to allow 
full expansion of the filling. The more basic 
alternative would require stitching through 
the inner and outer fabric layers, holding 
things in place but preventing the down 
from expanding, thereby creating cold spots 
in the sleeping bag where stitching causes 
‘thin’ areas. It’s not an effect I’d considered 
before but the results of the baffles are 
impressive and can be easily observed in 
the expanded volume of the bag.

It’s an unfortunate fact that the flex-
ible and silky 10-Denier material of the 
bag would ordinarily be quite prone to 
snagging in zippers. It’s frustrating and 
has the potential to cause rips and tears, 
though One Planet have dealt with this in 
a few ways and I was very satisfied with 
the results. The main zipper includes an 
‘anti-snag’ attachment which separates 
fabric from the metal zipper teeth and is 
incredibly effective. There’s also a thicker 
Cordura internal lining either side of the 
main zip to prevent snags and tolerate them 
better without damage should they occur. 
Further, there’s a flap (draught tube) to 
cover the zipper track internally as it would 
otherwise not be sealed and lack the insula-
tion afforded to you by the rest of the bag. 
The added benefit of this draught tube is 
it’ll keep that ice cold zipper off your skin 
through the night.

Make it work
It was forecast to drop to around 8C on a 
‘relatively’ cold night for my first chance to 
test the Sonder at Coober Pedy in central 
South Australia. I was returning home to 
Adelaide from Alice Springs and had just 
unrolled my swag after a long day’s drive to 
the Big4 caravan park in Coober Pedy. I left 

the swag cover open for added exposure 
to the cold wind, unpacked my new One 
Planet sleeping bag and climbed in wearing 
minimal clothing.

By tightening the elastic drawstring the 
hood was pulled around my head and the 
air inside the bag was now trapped, cutting 
off the strong cold breeze. Considering I’d 
just stripped down before getting in, I was 
considerably warmer after a few minutes 
and more than happy with my accommoda-
tion for the night. There was a great view of 
the stars and my old sleeping bag wouldn’t 
have stood a chance of keeping me warm 
without the swag closed.

Given the Sonder’s -8C comfort rating 
it wasn’t unexpected that before long I 
removed the hood section in search of venti-
lation to avoid overheating. A great feature 
of this sleeping bag worth detailing is the 
toe pocket zipper. Due to the zipper posi-
tion and designed shape of the foot section, 
you can open the end for some air without 
having your toes poke out. Effectively 
the zipper is positioned at your heels and 
manages to let air through without giving 
you cold feet. My research into competitors’ 
products in a similar category showed this 
foot vent isn’t a typical feature on a sleeping 
bag meant for more extreme weather, 
though in my opinion it makes it much more 
versatile for all-round conditions.

I’d taken a digital thermometer from 
my car fridge to bed and left the unit itself 
outside my swag for some temperature 
comparisons. It was 12.3C when I went to 
bed with an ambient minimum overnight of 
8.2C. When I arose at 6.40am it was 9.2C 
ambient and 34.2C inside the bag where the 
sensor had been swimming around all night. 
Toasty!

Make it last
Owing to their sustainability focus and 
making gear that lasts, One Planet offers 
both minor and major repairs in addition 
to professional cleaning services for their 
products with a variety of prices listed on 
the website. In my opinion this is a deciding 
factor if you’re in two minds about the 
price.

Frankly, the fact repairs are even consid-
ered just highlights the pride they take 
in their original product and they expect 
this gear to perform well enough for long 
enough that you’ll want it repaired should 
years of wear and tear eventually take their 
toll. I look forward to spending many more 
nights in this one.    .



•  3.8x – 15.2x optical magnification for 
clear images, day and night

•  640 x 512, 12μm, NETD≤25mk, 50Hz infrared sensor
•  Display resolution 1,920 x 1,080
•  Multiple viewing modes (White Hot, Black Hot, Red Hot, Edging, Iron)
•  Video and audio recording and playback
•  Wi-Fi connectivity (via the InfiRay Outdoor app)
•  2,600m detection range and 1,200m Laser Range-Finder

Specifically designed for those adventurers 
who are accustomed to the look and feel of 
traditional binoculars but who also require 
the hi-tech advantage of thermal imaging.

 Be part of the conversation by 
 joining the official InfiRay Outdoor 
 Australia Facebook page

CLASSIC DESIGN. 
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FEATURES.

DIGITAL, THERMAL IMAGING, 
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T here’s no doubt undertaking pest 
control in the dark using either 
thermal or night vision optics can 
help boost your efficiency. Thermal 

scopes are great technology but can be 
quite expensive, while night vision provides 
an alternative that’s more affordable yet 
still delivers results. One product I’ve had 
my eye on for some time is an offering 
from Pulsar which offers good flexibility at 
a reasonable price tag in the Pulsar Digex 
C50, a digital day and night-vision riflescope 
with round-the-clock capability

And it really does provide 24/7 use as 
the Digex C50 employs different lens and 

As Matthew Godson discovered, 
the Pulsar C50 lets you hunt round the clock

sensor operating modes to generate great 
results at any time. The image produced 
by the super-sensitive 1928 x 1088 pixel 
sensor is clear and detailed with full high-
definition resolution which, unlike typical 
thermal, lets you see the target in far 
greater detail. From sunset to dusk the 
C50 will display a bright image with correct 
colour rendering at a time when the naked 
eye starts to struggle for detail in observed 
objects.

During daylight the full-colour digital 
functionality eliminates the need to switch 
to a traditional optic. If you like to set up 
a scope and rifle and not mess around 

with it then this is for you - and you can 
add a quality return-to-zero mounting 
system to use the Digex C50 on several 
firearms. With the ability to save five 
separate shooting profiles, this means you 
can configure the scope on five different 
rifles and have up to 10 separate reticles 
(distances and/or ammunition settings) 
zeroed into the device per firearm.

After dark is where the C50 is claimed 
to have the best sensitivity in its class 
for infrared spectrum (night sensitivity). 
It’s highly effective when paired with IR 
illuminators and can detect larger game up 
to 550m away in darkness. You have the 
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See

everything!

The Digex X850S (long-
range) IR illuminator has the 
power button and brightness 
adjustment within easy reach.
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See everything!

option to choose Digex X940S (invisible) or 
X850S (long-range) illuminators and when 
using these, special firmware algorithms 
equalise the image brightness shown on the 
display.

This feature eliminates flood exposure 
from foreground objects and increases the 
brightness of more distant targets. What 
this means out in the field is trees, bushes 
and tall grass will not be an obstacle for 
observing far-away targets as all images, 
even at different distances, will be equally 
and clearly visible.

Battery life is roughly 10 hours from a 
single charge and the scope comes with 
rechargeable batteries and a charger in the 
carry bag, one a built-in lithium-ion with 
capacity of 4.9Ah and the other a replace-
able APS2 2Ah lithium-ion. Those who 
like an extra battery in their backpack can 
buy more to extend operating time. When 
charging, you can either boost the replace-
able battery separately using the APS or 
charge both in the scope body via the USB 
Type-C port/plug/cable connection.

The Digex C50 for review had wi-fi which 
allowed connection to a smartphone and 
internet via the Stream Vision 2 mobile app, 
which provides a range of options including 
remote wireless device software updates 
and bug fixes, real-time image transmission 
to mobile devices, remote control digital 
functions and more. With internal storage 
of 16GB there’s plenty of room to save 
pictures and videos of your adventures to 
share with others.

Other noteworthy features include an 
instant start-up mode which has you ready 
for action in just three seconds, while the 
PIP (Picture-in-Picture) function enables 
you to see both a detailed box image of the 
aiming area and main image representing 
the entire field of view. The base magnifica-
tion of 3.5x increases fourfold to 14x and 
zoom changes can be either gradual in 2x 
step or continuous to set the ideal ratio 
of magnification to suit. A high-resolution 
sensor enables accurate aiming over the 
entire magnification range.

The high-contrast 1024 x 768 pixel HD 
amoled display offers enhanced colour 
rendering, high-contrast images and quick-
response to provide clear and smooth 
images. The SumLight enhanced sensitivity 
software increases the sensor’s ability 
to passively observe in low-light condi-
tions and at night without IR illumination 
to maintain image quality. This means on 
nights with a bright moon you may not need 
IR depending on your activity. The C50 has 
a wide-angle eyepiece of 29.5 degrees for 
comfortable viewing of the HD display with 
50mm eye relief, so having comfortable 

image perception without a ‘keyhole’ effect 
will ensure you won’t have eye strain and 
can concentrate on your hunting activities.

The C50 is extremely shock-resistant 
to cope with high calibre recoil and has a 
waterproof rating of IPX7 which lets you 
work in high humidity and heavy rain. Not 
that you’d do the next one on purpose but 
it can withstand 30 minutes immersion in 
water to a depth of one metre. Essentially 
it’s designed to operate in a wide range of 
temperatures (-25 to +50oC) to cover all 
Australian conditions.
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The aluminium-alloy body with IR illumi-
nator weighs 1.345kg, which did feel a little 
front-heavy in the hand but once attached to 
my Ruger American 204 the weight seemed 
to even out. I visited the SSAA (SA) Para 
range to sight-in the scope and found the 
process straightforward - set your target at 
a known distance, choose a primary zeroing 
profile, aim and shoot.

Use the freeze function to hold point of 
aim at the centre then align your reticle 
with the impact point. Save the zeroing 
coordinates and fire a second shot to 

Just before last light, the C50 
still produces colour images 

and, inset, current sky.

At roughly 300m, this piece of 
farming equipment can still be 
clearly seen in daytime mode.
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confirm your point of impact and aiming 
point are matched. Compared to sighting 
thermal scopes, I could see the actual 
point of impact much clearer thanks to the 
powerful sensor and full HD resolution 
display and was certainly far more precise 
with sighting-in than any thermal I’d tested 
previously.

I used the Digex C50 on a couple of 
pest control sessions covering both day 
and night use and during the day could 
see clear colour images through the HD 
display at various distances. If you’re used 
to a glass scope it may seem a tad foreign 
looking through what is a small HD televi-
sion screen, though putting that feeling 
aside you’ll be impressed by the clarity this 
device can produce through the eyepiece. 
Unfortunately, that clarity isn’t reflected in 
saved images but the quality is still good 
enough to share.

When the sun started to sink the C50 
really impressed as I was still able to see 
colour images right up until last light. With 
the sun slipping below the horizon and 
stars appearing in the sky, it still produced 
reasonably clear images of horses 350m 
away in a paddock and landscapes much 
further out. You can switch to black and 
white and see more for longer before it 
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becomes too dark, then it’s time to switch 
to night mode.

Once in that mode it’s time to attach the 
IR illuminator to look into the darkness. I 
found it worked well, providing plenty of 
light and reflecting eyeshine back to the 
C50 for a good sight image. I was more 
than happy with the reach of the illuminator 
and was able to clearly spot large wildlife 
such as kangaroos more than 300m away 
and small game like rabbits beyond 100m. 
That’s well within my effective range when 
operating in the dark, as I normally engage 
most targets inside 150m so I can move 
much closer undetected.

The Digex C50 lived up to my expecta-
tions as a very capable scope that’s as effec-
tive in darkness as it is in daylight. It looks 
good and offers user flexibility and versa-
tility on multiple firearms. If thermal scopes 
are outside your budget, this is certainly an 
option to have you operating in the dark and 
boosting your pest control efficiency. Pulsar 
guarantee their products are defect-free in 
materials and workmanship for three years 
from date of purchase, with the warranty for 
rechargeable batteries (supplied or bought 
separately) being one year. The Pulsar 
Digex C50 digital day and night riflescope 
with 850 IR has an RRP of around $2395. .

See everything!

All set up and ready for some pest control.

The illuminator attaches to the scope 
body using the supplied mount ring 

with eccentric lever.
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Action 
stations!
Marlin lever and Leupold 
Freedom combo 
impressed Chris Redlich

M ost modern firearms are 
based on designs enjoying 
decades of history and, for 
some, more than a century. 

Take for instance the model 1911 Pistol, 
which commenced manufacture in the year 
which gave it its name. Basic yet hailed as a 
breakthrough design of its time and, despite 
its age, still a platform which set the stan-
dard for so many pistols of today.

On top of that my son recently remarked 
on our RAAF’s Hornet fighter jets and was 
surprised when I told him their original 
airframe was a design which started in 
the same era we were driving HZ model 
Holdens! My point is that some designs 

are timeless and lever-action rifles fit that 
criteria. As levers have been with us as far 
back as the 1800s, they certainly don’t need 
any further introduction and adhering to 
heritage, Marlin’s 1895 lever model desig-
nation is a direct lineage of their original 
1895 patent.

From the basic blueprint of a sliding 
bolt connected by linkages to a falling 
lever, some makers have done it better 
than others and through the genera-
tions, US brand Marlin is by reputation up 
there with the best. Marlin hasn’t gone 
completely unscathed though and a few 
years back when it was a subsidiary to 
another company, its name was blemished 

somewhat, thanks to poor tooling and 
manufacture.

Thankfully this setback was short-lived 
and it did restore its reputation with the old 
manufacturer before changing hands once 
more. Now owned by Ruger it’s forging 
ahead again and with precision manufac-
ture and quality control, doing its best to 
re-establish itself as a highly regarded brand.

My first experience with Marlin’s new 
lever rifles was at last year’s Nioa confer-
ence where, at their indoor range, I was 
able to test an SBL in .45-70 Government 
for the first time. Having never fired the 
rifle before and feeling the pressure of a 
very observant and learned audience, I was 
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surprised to discover its accuracy off the 
shoulder and, with that in mind, was more 
than keen to accept an invitation to review.

The Marlin SBL rifle
Months passed before it was my turn to 
get up close with the rifle and I didn’t 
waste any time familiarising myself. What’s 
noticeable at first glance is how Marlin 
has taken a historic design and thrust it 
into the modern arena. Although not a 
new design to Marlin, gone is the sleek, 
non-existent pistol grip of yesteryear’s 
lever, replaced with a modern and more 
vertical grip which reflects shotgun design, 
promoting responsive and accurate offhand 

targeting without affecting the function of a 
smooth lever action.

SBL is an acronym for Stainless Big 
Loop and although there’s an attraction to 
the deep bluing of the traditional ‘lever’, 
Marlin’s SBL is designed as an all-weather 
field rifle that’s more about practicality 
than looks. The stock is ambidextrous 
and designed to suit left and right-handed 
shooters. Both the fore wood and butt 
stock are laminated timber, enhancing 
durability further and, honestly, I don’t 
mind the combination of stainless-steel 
components matched to grey laminate 
wood. Fine cut chequering with the inclu-
sion of a diamond inlay on the pistol grip 

adds to the appeal but more importantly 
overall, adds grip to the wood surfaces.

The 19" (482mm) hammer-forged barrel 
is one hell of a big tube, though not unex-
pected considering the large chambering of 
.45-70 Govt cartridge. The barrel’s twist of 
one turn in 20" is the perfect rate for stabi-
lising ‘game-stopping’ 300-grain projectiles 
accurately off the shoulder and on target. 
At 3.5kg (fully loaded and unscoped) the 
Marlin’s not light. Its weight, however, is 
offset by a well-balanced compact 950mm 
overall length and the heft of the SBL 
proved perfect for taming recoil, as I later 
discovered during field testing. A subtle but 
handy inclusion is a barrel thread cap which 

Long Picatinny rail provides 
ample positioning for optics.
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Action stations!

can be removed for fitment of a muzzle 
brake should recoil be a hindrance, though 
the large rubber recoil pad absorbed any 
kick and felt snug in the shoulder.

The tubular magazine running parallel 
to the barrel holds six of the big .45-70 
Govt cartridges and each round finger-fed 
easily through the load gate thanks to the 
improved spring tension of the retainer. 
The centrepiece of any lever-action is the 
lever ‘handle’ and the SBL’s big loop, while 
designed for the wearing of gloves (specifi-
cally US hunters), didn’t affect functionality 
with bare hands.

The action is slick and smooth to cycle 
and rounds fed flawlessly. The bolt is spiral 
fluted and slides fore and aft, cocking the 
hammer with ease. For those with ‘stumpy’ 
thumbs Marlin supplies a hammer exten-
sion but I found it easy to cock manually 
without one. The cross-bolt safety ensures 
the firing pin stays clear of the hammer 
when a cartridge is chambered, while the 

ability to half cock the rifle ensures the 
shooter is safe and ‘at the ready’ should 
wild game present.

If I had one complaint of the new 1895 
SBL it’s trigger pressure. I’m used to 
much lighter triggers on hunting rifles 
and was surprised when my trigger pull 
gauge ‘maxed out’ at 8.5lb pressure without 
release. The Marlin doesn’t have an operator 
adjustable trigger but I’m reliably informed 
by a Nioa representative it can be modified 
for a lighter pull by a qualified gunsmith.

Despite that heavy trigger pressure it did 
break crisply during testing once I became 
used to it, empty shell cases extracted 
without fault and thrown well clear via the 
right-hand ejection port. One of my biggest 
gripes of other lever rifles I’d used was the 
awful razor-sharp edges of machined steel. 
Marlin has done a brilliant job of polishing 
off all machined surfaces likely to come into 
to contact with the operator’s hands and I 
applaud them for this attention to detail.

The SBL comes standard with a Ruger-
designed rear-folding peep sight which 
enables rapid target acquisition for fast-
running game, while the illuminated tritium 
insert of the front sight adds an ingenious 
touch to open-sight shooting in low light. 
Additionally, the Picatinny rail runs the full 
length of the receiver and at least one-third 
the length of the barrel, providing ample 
positions for a multitude of optics including 
red-dot sights. That inclusion is a real 
bonus which caters to shooters of varying 
scenarios, reinforcing the SBL’s hunting 
credentials.

Leupold VX-Freedom scope
Along with the Marlin, Nioa provided a 
1.5-4x20 VX-Freedom scope with Pig-Plex 
reticle. With a weekend hunting trip 
planned soon after receiving the rifle, I 
promptly mounted it for sighting to the 
Picatinny rail using the supplied Leupold 
cross-slot rings. The popular 1.5-4x20 

Thread for muzzle brake attachment 
and tritium insert to fore sight aids 

open sight shooting in low light.

Rounds fed easily within the tubular magazine.

All rounds ejected well during fast follow-up shooting. Note 
compact sight alignment of the Pig-Plex scope. 
Inset: Deadly accuracy of the Marlin and 45.70 cartridge.
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Pig-Plex reticle 
needs no formal 
presentation and is a 
sensible mate for the 
SBL. It’s perfect for 
fast follow-up shooting, 
designed purely for rapid 
acquisition of feral pigs with 
the inclusion of various holdover 
sub-tensions relevant to game of their size.

Additionally, Leupold supply a reticle 
sub-tension value chart in MOA for ease 
of reference. The 20mm objective doesn’t 
have a large field of view compared to 
popular 40mm objectives, though the lever 
rifle is purposed for close-quarters shooting 
and the compact VX-Freedom provides 
ample field of view at shorter distances.

Range and field  
Further reinforcing my positive experience 
at Nioa HQ previously, the Marlin was 
on target and sighted within a few shots 

at both 50m and 
100m using Federal 
Premium 300-grain 

Hammer Down hollow 
points. The Pig-Plex 

reticle provided a clear 
sight picture and as you’ll 

see in the accompanying target 
photo, results speak for themselves.

That three-shot group was achieved in 
less than 10 rounds after ‘zeroing’ shots 
and proved Nioa know what works as 
they’d supplied a winning combination 
of rifle, cartridge and scope. Needless to 
say I had all the confidence required for 
hunting at my brother’s property a few 
weeks later.

Before stepping out for an early morning 
hunt, I fitted one of my favourite slings to 
the front and rear studs on the stock. The 
compact Marlin sat snug across my back 
when slung and was also a pleasure to carry 
in the hand. The freezing cold morning 

began to heat up though not because of 
sunrise. Wild dogs acknowledged my broth-
er’s howls and before long we had choirs of 
response calls all around us.

The first wild dog that presented after 
a tense stalk fell instantly but not surpris-
ingly to a single round off the shoulder 
from the .45-70. I was rapt with the ‘point-
ability’ of the SBL and although a second 
shot wasn’t required, a quick ‘action’ of 
the lever had a single round fed and ready 
as smooth as muscle memory. If only the 
ferals had presented as readily during trips 
for other reviews as this one, because as 
far as field testing goes it was a dream 
run. Within the next 24 hours we’d taken 
another large wild dog and a monster 
wild boar thanks to my brother’s sharp 
shooting.

Conclusion 
For a design with age on its side, the new 
Ruger-made Marlin 1895 SBL has rein-
forced once again its place in today’s hunting 
market. And on a lighter note, Hollywood 
considered the SBL in .45-70 Govt to be 
Owen Grady’s (actor Chris Pratt) preferred 
rifle of choice for tackling man-eating dino-
saurs in the movie Jurassic World.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time with the 
rifle and if anyone has any doubts over the 
historic .45-70 Govt cartridge, think again. 
Make no mistake though, the Marlin lever 
in .45-70 Govt is no pussy-cat rifle but 
despite its mild aggression on the bench, all 
sins were forgiven when it produced superb 
results on paper and out bush where it 
really mattered.

I was most impressed by the accuracy 
of the Federal 300-grain loads in combina-
tion with the SBL rifle, both of which I 
highly recommend for feral pig and wild 
dog destruction based on my experience. 
Furthermore, for traditionalists who love 
the look of blued steel and dark timber, 
you’ll have to wait for the Marlin Guide 
Gun, available here at some point.

The Ruger-made Marlin 1895 SBL lever 
rifle comes with a lifetime defect warranty 
and, at time of writing, a recommended 
retail price around $2570. Following 
the field test my brother, although a 
left-hander, enjoyed using the flexible 
SBL so much he inquired about buying 
the review rifle for pest control on his 
farm. Additionally, Leupold has been 
around long enough to enjoy a good rap 
and the VX-Freedom 1.5-4x20 Pig-Plex 
priced at around $600 is a fair price for 
a no-nonsense scope with lifetime guar-
antee. Check with your local retailer on 
both items for store price and availability. 
More at nioa.com.au   .

Large boar removed thanks to Chris’ 
brother’s sharp shooting and Leupold 
Pig-Plex scope.

Superb 
results on paper 

and out bush 
where it really 

mattered

Second wild dog taken cleanly at 80m.
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Class axe
Think what you really need from a 
hunting blade, says Derek Nugent

B rowsing the tables at my local 
biannual gun show in search of a 
bargain or enticingly different bit 
of kit is a relaxing way to spend 

a few hours. Among the crowd are people 
of all ages, gender and ethnicity, a great 
sign for the long-term future of our sport. 
Some are after firearms and hunting-related 
items, others camping and outdoors acces-
sories or boots and apparel, so with that in 
mind it’s interesting to note what people 
buy, particularly in respect to bladeware.

What often catches my eye, and not in 
a good way, is the number of people who 
walk away beaming, having just bought a 
monstrously large hunting knife, usually 
in a Bowie-style reflective of a ‘Rambo’ 
heritage. Rightly or wrongly I find myself 
pondering how, when and to what effect 
such an implement is to be used.

Any hunter, particularly a game meat 
harvester, will affirm that bigger is not 
better when it comes to skinning and field 
butchering, far better with a more modestly 
sized, ergonomically suitable blade to safely 
and efficiently strip a carcass. Similarly, the 
image of some of these machete-like sheath 
knives being used like a cleaver to smash 
through bone and cartilage makes me fear 
not only for the fingers and eyes of the 
wielder but also the safety of those in the 
immediate vicinity.

So perhaps thought needs to be given to 
a more appropriate blade, something more 
fit for purpose like a small axe or hatchet. 
Whether your preference is to carry field 
equipment on a hunting belt or in a small 

backpack, when it comes to safely and 
efficiently claiming a trophy or breaking 
down a carcass, for ease of transport or 
butchering, a small hatchet is an often-
overlooked option worthy of consideration.

Historically speaking
The axe has for millennia been a feature of 
the human experience as either an agricul-
tural implement or personal weapon. The 
stone axe, with or without handle, was an 
important part of our long-distant ances-
tors’ tool kit. The terror unleashed on the 
people of western Europe by Norsemen 
(or Vikings) from the late eighth century, 
involved extensive use of both bearded 
throwing axes (hatchet-sized) and the 
long-handled ‘Dane axe’ which was also 
variously known as the English long axe or 
hafted axe. Indeed Frank, Anglo and Saxon 
warriors of the period themselves used the 
Francisca (or throwing axe) to deadly effect.

Saxon Huscarls, the warrior elite of the 
time, had a fearsome reputation for their 
skills with the hafted axe. Many references 
can be found detailing fearsome blows 
which ‘split men asunder, cleaving helm 
and mail’ and even decapitating horses with 
a single blow. Indeed, historical sources 
describe how these men and their mighty 
axes almost carried the day for King Harold 
at the Battle of Hastings in 1066, only to 
have their bloody handiwork undone by a 
single arrow as dusk was falling.

Interestingly this is all evidenced in the 
panels of the Bayeux Tapestry, which chron-
icles the year 1066 and its history-shaping 

outcomes. Throughout the Middle Ages the 
axe remained a staple both agriculturally 
and militarily, until the advent of firearms 
eventually relegated it to a more domestic 
as opposed to military role. Today the axe 
remains an agricultural and domestic main-
stay of most tool sheds and is certainly 
essential equipment for all hardcore four-
wheel drivers, campers and adventurers. 
Perhaps then it’s appropriate for hunters to 
‘rediscover’ the versatility of the hatchet or 
belt axe and give serious consideration to 
including one in their kit when afield. 

So what’s available?
It’s not hard to source a belt axe as there 
are literally dozens to pick from, it all 
comes down to preference in terms of 
weight, dimensions, design, functionality 

Out with the old and in with the new. Relative 
advantages in size and bit length are self-evident.
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and of course price. A simple online search 
will throw up a myriad of options from a 
host of suppliers, all of whom will deliver to 
your door. If your preference is to be more 
hands-on and actually have a feel for the 
heft of an axe in person prior to purchase, 
again you’re spoilt for choice. Every 
hardware store, auto shop, camping and 
outdoors supplier and gunshop will carry a 
line of hatchets or camping axes suitable for 
use by hunters.

Should you choose to visit your local 
Bunnings, Anaconda or BCF you’ll find 
products by Saxon, Cyclone, Spear & 
Jackson, Fiskars, Gerber, Rough Country 
and Renegade to name but a few, with 
prices ranging from as little as $10 to as 
much as $130. Some will be traditional 
hickory-handled steel-headed axes, some all 
drop-forged steel while others will feature 
composite materials in an array of styles.

Size of handle length and bit (cutting 
edge) will vary considerably as will weight, 
typically in the 1 to 2kg range, so faced with 
such a diversity of choice it’s important to 
decide beforehand exactly what you want. 
How much are you prepared to pay? What 
length handle and size of cutting edge 
are you comfortable with? What style in 
terms of materials and design suits your 
purposes? What about weight: Is the axe 
to be carried on your belt or in a day pack? 
Most importantly though, what usage do 
you intend for it?

Compact and effective
As a meat hunter I’ve always opted to carry 
a small axe in my kit. Initially I used a cheap 
off-the-shelf model from an auto shop, 
hollow synthetic handle with a small fitted 
steel head and while it was adequate, experi-
ence suggested I could do better. Firstly I 
wanted to carry the axe on my belt and not 
in a day pack. Secondly I wanted a solid, 

compact model with a shorter handle and 
heavier head with a larger bit and, after a 
little research, I settled on a Marble’s sheath 
axe from Global Gear at $110 delivered. The 
axe is 32cm long with a 16cm bit, weighs 
1.25kg and has a brown timber handle. 
Naturally it also came with a belt sheath.

It’s the smallest in the Marble’s range 
which includes other suitably-sized options 
in the No.9 Camp axe, No.9 Hunter’s 
(double bit), No.9 Belt and No.10 Belt axe. 
This company was established in Michigan 
in 1898 by Webster L. Marble, originally 
making safety axes with the product range 
gradually increasing to include knives, 
firearms and sundry hunting and outdoors 
products. The firm markets itself as manu-
facturers of “quality, durable and practical 
outdoor equipment for serious sportsmen 
the world over” and based on my usage of 
the sheath axe to date, I can attest to the 
accuracy of their claim.

The ergonomics of the handle allows for 
a comfortable grip, the slight pseudo ‘pistol 
grip’ format making it easier to deliver 
a well-aimed and weighted blow to the 
target area. While the bit had clearly been 
factory sharpened it did require a touch 
up to enhance the keenness of its edge. 
Interestingly, the size and curvature of the 
blade means it can safely chop, slice and cut 
as the task demands and the finish of the 
handle, while smooth, is not in my experi-
ence prone to becoming slippery.

That said, as with all bladed implements 
care must be taken if your hands turn 
unduly sweaty or bloodied and consideration 
should be given to some DIY chequering or 
a leather grip if deemed necessary. I’ll be 
honest and say the sheath provided was a 
disappointment, obviously made to a budget 
and largely unsuitable for extended and 
demanding life on a hunting belt. To that end 
I had a more suitable alternative made by a 

Class axe

local leathersmith 
for a modest 
sum, though if 
your intent 
was to carry 
the axe in 
a day pack, 
the sheath 
provided 
would be 
more than 
adequate. In 
all other respects 
I’m happy with the overall 
quality and performance of the axe.

Fit for purpose
As previously stated I’ve always carried a 
hatchet as part of the hunting kit and my 
decision to upgrade to the Marble’s sheath 
axe reflects a desire for a more effective 
tool to carry on my belt as opposed to in 
a backpack. I’ve habitually used a hatchet 
to recover trophies from both deer and 
boar and break down carcasses in the field 
to allow for ease of transport or speed 
of butchering. I’m also mindful of safety, 
particularly when hunting alone so tend 
to equip myself with gear which is fit for 
purpose rather than a compromise.

I’ve seen fellow hunters come to grief 
when pushing a knife, especially a king-
sized Bowie, beyond its practical usage. In 
my experience a small, well-designed and 
weighted belt axe is the safest and most 
efficient way to deal with bone, cartilage 
and vertebrae when field processing game 
animals for both trophy and meat recovery 
purposes. The axe has for eons been a 
faithful servant to the needs of mankind and 
there’s no reason why it shouldn’t continue 
to be so as it adds an enhanced level of 
versatility, performance and safety to a 
hunter’s field kit.    .

Rediscover 
the versatility 
of the hatchet 

or belt axe

Typical range of hatchets available from a hardware store though 
only two are belt-compatible and prices vary from $10-$100.

Selection of hatchets from a specialist 
outdoors retailer from $90-$130. PH: (03) 56681940

E-mail: info@sportingguns.com.au
Web: www.hermannsguns.com.au

Web: www.ozairguns.com.au

FOR ENTHUSIASTS 
BY ENTHUSIASTS 

• 700mm CZ barrel 
• 20MOA Picatinny Rail
• Match Trigger
• Adjustable regulator
• Adjustable hammer tension
• Cocking changeable from left to right
• Safety changeable from left to right
• 580cc carbon fibre air tank
• 1/2” UNF barrel thread
• Adjustable cheek rest
• Adjustable butt pad (Fixed for NSW)
• AR grip platform

• CZ barrel  
• 20MOA Picatinny Rail
• Match Trigger
• Adjustable regulator
• Adjustable hammer tension
• Cocking changeable from left to right
• Safety changeable from left to right
• M18x1 barrel thread
• Dual magazine holder at rear of stock
• Metal cased magazine
• Adjustable cheek rest
• Adjustable butt pad (Fixed for NSW)
• Foulding stock (Fixed for NSW)
• AR grip platform

• RTI Proprietary Barrel
• Adjustable regulator
• Micro adjustable hammer tension
• Pressure-assisted valve system 
   (ensures rapid closure times)
• Adjustable  Picatinny rail  20 to 150 MOA
• Adjustable ambidextrous cheek piece
• Interchangeable calibre
• Ambidextrous magazine
• 1/2” UNF barrel thread
• AR grip platform

AK300 PCP AIR COMPRESSOR.

COMPATIBLE 
ACCESSORIES 

ARCA / Picatinny 
Extension Rail

Dual Magazine 
Holder

Bag Rider / 
Mono Pod

COMPATIBLE 
ACCESSORIES 

Keymod to Picatinny
Rail Adaptor

Keymod to ARCA
Rail Adaptor

ARCA / Picatinny
Extension Rail

COMPATIBLE 
ACCESSORIES 

ARCA / Picatinny 
Extension Rail

Plenum 
Extension

KRAIT X 

KATRAN 

P-3

Experience the difference with JSB Pellets 
and unlock your true shooting potential. 
Elevate your game and achieve unparalleled 
precision with every shot. Trust in our com-
mitment to quality and join the ranks of satis-
fied shooters who rely on JSB Pellets for their 
shooting needs.

OZAIRGUNS.COM.AU

KATRAN B 

Carbon Fibre Bottle

SEE THE WEBSITE FOR 
MORE VARIANTS! 
(ozairguns.com.au)

24 Month 
Warranty 

24 Month 
Warranty 

24 Month 
Warranty 

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
$629 with any air rifle 
purchase! 
RRP $899 / SAVE $270



Australian Shooter   57 

PH: (03) 56681940
E-mail: info@sportingguns.com.au
Web: www.hermannsguns.com.au

Web: www.ozairguns.com.au

FOR ENTHUSIASTS 
BY ENTHUSIASTS 

• 700mm CZ barrel 
• 20MOA Picatinny Rail
• Match Trigger
• Adjustable regulator
• Adjustable hammer tension
• Cocking changeable from left to right
• Safety changeable from left to right
• 580cc carbon fibre air tank
• 1/2” UNF barrel thread
• Adjustable cheek rest
• Adjustable butt pad (Fixed for NSW)
• AR grip platform

• CZ barrel  
• 20MOA Picatinny Rail
• Match Trigger
• Adjustable regulator
• Adjustable hammer tension
• Cocking changeable from left to right
• Safety changeable from left to right
• M18x1 barrel thread
• Dual magazine holder at rear of stock
• Metal cased magazine
• Adjustable cheek rest
• Adjustable butt pad (Fixed for NSW)
• Foulding stock (Fixed for NSW)
• AR grip platform

• RTI Proprietary Barrel
• Adjustable regulator
• Micro adjustable hammer tension
• Pressure-assisted valve system 
   (ensures rapid closure times)
• Adjustable  Picatinny rail  20 to 150 MOA
• Adjustable ambidextrous cheek piece
• Interchangeable calibre
• Ambidextrous magazine
• 1/2” UNF barrel thread
• AR grip platform

AK300 PCP AIR COMPRESSOR.

COMPATIBLE 
ACCESSORIES 

ARCA / Picatinny 
Extension Rail

Dual Magazine 
Holder

Bag Rider / 
Mono Pod

COMPATIBLE 
ACCESSORIES 

Keymod to Picatinny
Rail Adaptor

Keymod to ARCA
Rail Adaptor

ARCA / Picatinny
Extension Rail

COMPATIBLE 
ACCESSORIES 

ARCA / Picatinny 
Extension Rail

Plenum 
Extension

KRAIT X 

KATRAN 

P-3

Experience the difference with JSB Pellets 
and unlock your true shooting potential. 
Elevate your game and achieve unparalleled 
precision with every shot. Trust in our com-
mitment to quality and join the ranks of satis-
fied shooters who rely on JSB Pellets for their 
shooting needs.

OZAIRGUNS.COM.AU

KATRAN B 

Carbon Fibre Bottle

SEE THE WEBSITE FOR 
MORE VARIANTS! 
(ozairguns.com.au)

24 Month 
Warranty 

24 Month 
Warranty 

24 Month 
Warranty 

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
$629 with any air rifle 
purchase! 
RRP $899 / SAVE $270



58   Australian Shooter

C eska Zbrojovka (CZ) has taken a 
huge step with the release of its 
CZ 600 series of centrefire rifles. 
Such classics as the CZ 550, 555 

and 557, held in high regard for their superb 
fit and finish, are no longer in production 
with the CZ 600 moving the company into 
new territory.

CZ has released five models in its 600 
line - the Ergo, Range, Trail, Lux and Alpha 
- and all have a niche user group in mind 
and specific task at hand. Local importer of 
CZ, Winchester Australia, sent Australian 
Shooter one of the new Alpha models in .308 
Winchester for assessment, coupled with a 
Meopta Optika 6 3-18x50 riflescope and a 
generous selection of ammunition. Being a 
review rifle, it arrived assembled with the 
optic cradled in Recknagel rings all ready 
for testing.

At a glance
The CZ 600 Alpha in .308 Winchester is a 
full-size, turn-bolt rifle with modular design 
and the capacity to interchange barrels. 
The barrel is 510mm (20") with a medium/
heavy profile, the receiver aluminium 
with Picatinny rails machined into its top 
surface for scope attachment. The stock is 

Alpha . . . 
Con Kapralos was well 
impressed by the new CZ 600

fibreglass-reinforced polymer with detach-
able five-shot magazine also made from 
polymer and the entire rifle is finished in 
matte black, has an overall length of 102cm 
and weighs 3.2kg bare.

Barrelled action
CZ 600 receivers are machined from either 
high-grade aluminium or steel, the Alpha 
test rifle having the former measuring 
24cm long by 4cm wide and while 
aluminium receivers aren’t new on sporting 
rifles, CZ provides reassurance with a 
guaranteed 20,000-round service life. The 
Alpha’s receiver has a generous ejection 
port on the right for unhindered clearance 
of fired cases while permitting a round to be 
top-loaded into the magazine.

Atop the receiver body two short 
Picatinny rails are milled into the front ring 
and bridge, allowing the use of matching 
scope-mounting rings. Other models of the 
600 have the receiver drilled and tapped to 
accept Remington 700-style scope-mounting 
bases. The receiver and barrel attachment 
is a complete deviation from previous CZ 
centrefire models, the left of the front 
receiver ring base being split and made to 
accept the chamber portion of the barrel.

This is clamped into place using three 
large screws which are semi-permanently 
fixed into place with red thread-locking 
compound. Rearward of the three set-
screws is a notch in the receiver which 
engages with a recoil lug in the stock floor, 
just forward of the magazine well. This lug 
arrangement provides excellent support of 
the barrelled action into the stock.

The 600 is designed as an interchange-
able barrel rifle but CZ does stipulate 
only qualified gunsmiths are permitted 
to carry out such work. Any attempt to 
remove a barrel yourself will void the 
factory warranty and to further reiterate 
its position, it only makes barrels and spare 
parts available to CZ-approved gunsmiths 
through Winchester Australia.

The barrel is cold hammer forged, 510mm 
long (20") and of a medium/heavy profile. It 
measures 27mm at the front receiver ring 
and tapers down to 18mm at the muzzle, 
which is also threaded. The external metal 
surfaces of the CZ 600 barrelled actions are 
finished in a new surface treatment called 
Bobox, applied as a chemical heat process 
which results in a super-tough finish that’s 
also corrosion resistant.

bravo!
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Bolt
This is redesigned to match the new 
receiver. It measures 190mm x 20mm and 
is released from the receiver by pressing 
the bolt catch, in the form of a spring-
loaded tab in the right side of the bridge 
just forward of the bolt handle. Up front the 
bolt has three pairs of symmetrically spaced 
locking lugs which engage into corre-
sponding recesses in the chamber end of 
the barrel proper, a longitudinal slot cut into 
the underside of the bolt body serving as a 
guide for the bolt stop to run along.

The design can be touted as a combina-
tion of a controlled round feed and push feed 
systems, demonstrated when chambering 
a round from the magazine. The cartridge 
rim is guided under the extractor, which it 
holds firmly throughout the bolt cycle until 
the case is ejected from the action. The bolt 
handle is steel and accompanies a 60-degree 
bolt lift, something that’s standard on many 
factory bolt-actions. A large bolt handle 
knob ensures the user will have a decent 
grip in all conditions.

Safety, trigger, magazine
The trigger unit is of a single stage design 
under the rear tang. It has a unique feature 

where the user can choose four pre-
determined pull weights by simply using a 
1.5mm hex Allen key in the dial in front of 
the trigger (the stock need not be removed 
to do this). The surface of the dial has a 
small dot which, when rotated, indexes to 
four pull weights from 0.8-1.8kg. The test 
rifle had the trigger pull set at 1.4kg, not 
sure if this is the factory setting but it was 
left as-is for testing.

The safety’s a deviation from the norm 
on most bolt-action rifles, being located at 
the rear of the trigger group. It consists of 
a tubular rod sliding within a housing and 
is operated by simply pressing up from 
underneath or pushing down from the top. 
Pushing the button down makes the rifle 
safe, up enables the firing mode. It seems 
to work as intended and is positive in 
operation.

The magazine is polymer and of a detach-
able box design with twin stack configura-
tion holding five rounds in .308 Winchester. 
It clicks in securely and has a neat feature 
where the magazine can be ‘locked’ into 
place by simply sliding the release button 
forward. The magazine can also be top 
loaded through the ejection port quite 
easily, a feature many hunters prefer.

Stock
This is a quantum-leap from its prede-
cessors and all models in the new range 
have something different. The Alpha’s is 
fibreglass-reinforced polymer and has a 
rather characteristic design and aesthetic. 
The comb is fairly high while being slim and 
straight without a cheekpiece, the pistol 
grip quite scalloped and allowing a secure 
hold. To the rear of the buttstock a soft 
rubber recoil pad is fitted with a Monte-
Carlo scallop at the top of the pad and 
absorbed recoil well in testing.

Sling swivel studs are provided as 
standard on the toe of the buttstock and 
underside of the fore-end. The stock has a 
series of grip panels inletted into its surface 
around the pistol grip and fore-end but also 
the main segment of the stock either side of 
the receiver and two small triangles above 
the rear stud. These inletted grip panels 
are raised rib-like striations with a rubber 
texture and offer satisfactory grip in all 
conditions though the aesthetics left me a 
tad undecided.

At the range
Winchester Australia supplied a wide selec-
tion of hunting and match ammunition for 



Alpha . . . bravo!

Specifications
Manufacturer: Ceska Zbrojovka, Czech 
Republic
Model: CZ 600 Alpha
Action: Bolt-action repeater, interchangeable 
barrel capacity
Calibres: .223 Rem to .300 Win Mag, tested: 
.308 Win
Magazine: Detachable box, polymer, five-
rounds 
Barrel: 510mm (20") cold hammer forged, 
medium/heavy profile, 1:10" twist
Sights: Picatinny rail integral to receiver, no 
open sights
Trigger: Single-stage, adjustable to four pre-
set positions from 0.8-1.8kg
Safety: Two-position
Stock: Glass-reinforced polymer
Finish: Matte black barrelled action and 
stock.
Overall length: 102cm
Weight: 3.2kg (bare)
RRP: $1695

testing, the rifle thoroughly cleaned before-
hand with three 3-shot groups fired from 
each brand at 100m. 

The CZ 600 Alpha in .308 Winchester, 
coupled with the excellent Meopta Optika 
6, made it possible to shoot some accurate 
groups and any of the five hunting loads 
would make a suitable choice for the astute 
hunter. The rifle shot flawlessly, feeding 
rounds from the magazine to the chamber 
and ejecting fired cases without issue. The 
standout was naturally the Match load 
with the 168gr Sierra with a group average 
of 20mm, pretty respectable from a non-
benchrest shooter like me.

In the field
The 600 Alpha and Optika 6 topped out at 
4.1kg and for a stalking outfit that’s just on 
the limit. If this was my rifle I’d fit a lighter 
optic and rings to drop overall weight to 
around 3.8/3.9kg. I chose to set up in a 
ground blind overlooking a proven deer 
patch and using Winchester Copper Impact 
loads, harvested a couple of fallow deer for 
meat. I did a few short walks with the rifle/
scope combination which carried well and 
many will appreciate the additional weight 
and love the compact nature of the Alpha.

Conclusion
Having owned and reviewed a few of the 
predecessor CZ models, the new 600 range 
is in a league of its own. Purists won’t 
be rushing to upgrade their 527 and 500 

Accuracy testing at 100m

Ammunition  Average Group size (mm)*
Winchester Copper Impact 150gr 24
Winchester Super X 150gr PP 28
Winchester Super X 180gr PP 30
Winchester Deer Season XP 150gr 34
Winchester Ballistic Silvertip 168gr 32
Winchester Match Sierra 168gr 20
Winchester USA  147gr FMJ 36

* Average group size calculated from three 3-shot groups at 100m from a benchrest.

models with the 600 targeted more at a 
new market and oriented towards the US 
at that. For what it is, the CZ 600 Alpha is a 
neat rifle suited to both hunting and target 
applications with the barrel interchange-
ability one of its best attributes. The CZ 
600 Alpha retails at $1695 and is avail-
able from all Winchester Australia dealers 
nationwide.  .

The action with its 
aluminium receiver and 
integral Picatinny rails. 

The three barrel retaining 
screws which clamp the split front 
receiver ring to the barrel shank. 

Polymer detachable five-shot magazine 
holds rounds in a staggered manner.

Adjustable trigger pull mechanism 
with four pre-determined settings.

Buttstock with its high, 
slim and straight stock. 
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$499
FROM

UNLIMITED

$169
FROM$388

FROM

We’ve tested  our products, and believe that dollar for dollar, they offer the best value for 
money scopes in Australia.  If your Nikko Stirling scope is defective, or damaged through 
normal use, Nikko Stirling Australia, at its option, will repair the product or replace the 
product with the equivalent available.

Available in: 
•1-8x24 8x Zoom 4 Dot Illuminated

•2-16x50 8x Zoom 4 Dot illuminated
•3-24x56 8x Zoom 4 Dot illuminated

Available in: 
•1-4x24 4 Dot Illuminated

•2.5-10x50 4 Dot Illuminated 
•3-12x56 4 Dot Illuminated 
•4-16x50 4 Dot illuminated

Available in: 
•3-9x40 AO
•3-9x50 AO

•4-12x50  AO
•4.5-14x50 AO

Half Mil Dot
Half Mil Dot Illuminated

8x Zoom –cross over for close and long distance shots. The best mechanics and optics combined 
with bright and easy adjustable illumination offers a solution for the perfect all-rounder.  Excellent 
field of view increases safety, and supports quick acquisition on moving targets

Metor offers brilliant images with high-end resolution and perfect 
edge-to-edge clarity. Excellent field of view (FOV) across the series allows 
quick target acquisition and provides best overview before and after the 
shot. Fine-tuned illumination from high to low. This supports the hunter and 
shooter to avoid blinding by illumination during low light conditions. Metor 
is a perfect choice for ambitioned hunters and shooters.

8x ZOOM
OCTA 30MM

TOP RESOLUTION
METOR 30MM

The Panamax series have been designed around an extremely wide-angle 
field of view which is approximately 20% more than the average 
comparable 1” scopes on the market today. Hard anodized high grade 
aluminium main tubes are not only visually appealing but also durable to 
handle heavy recoil rifles. Available as well with parallax adjustment on 
bell (AO) and illuminated reticle (IR). 

WIDE FIELD OF VIEW
PANAMAX 1 INCH

30mm
Tube

Find your local Nikko Stirling Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au

LIFETIME WARRANTY
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T he shooting sports can bring fami-
lies together, transcending age, 
gender and personality types as 
they present an opportunity to 

develop strong bonds by spending quality 
time away from technology and other life 
distractions. Like other sports such as golf, 
shooting brings a state of immersion with 
a sense of energised focus, enjoyment and 
complete involvement, often referred to as 
‘in the zone’.

Shooting enables parents to teach chil-
dren important skills during their devel-
opmental years such as improving focus, 
mental strength, following rules and regu-
lations and having a strong sense of self-
discipline and responsibility, values which 
often later influence other aspects of their 
lives and careers. 

It’s a

While tourist-friendly indoor firing ranges 
can be a fast way to expose someone to 
the shooting experience, clubs provide 
for adequate time to be fully inducted into 
the sport and develop skills within a social 
group environment over time. Australian 
Defence Force Cadets is another common 
way for young people aged 13 to 18 to gain 
shooting experience in a safe, supervised 
and secure setting.

Shooting clubs provide an ongoing 
community environment for all ages and a 
chance for experienced and inexperienced 
families to come together in a controlled 
location to learn about the importance of 
proper firearm handling practices, marks-
manship and camaraderie, all under the 
watchful eyes of trained Range Officers. 
They also offer opportunities to learn about, 

prepare and participate in competitions 
from club, to state, national and interna-
tional events including the Olympic Games. 
It’s also a rare sport where grandparents 
can compete with grandchildren on an equal 
footing, making it a truly unique and inclu-
sive family affair.

Attracting new participants and particu-
larly youngsters into shooting is also a 
vital factor in building a sustainable sport 
for the future. Most success in appealing 
to and retaining young members is linked 
to an early exposure to firearms and the 
support given by their family. The neuro 
development of children plays a crucial 
role in shaping their core values and beliefs 
about firearms, and many shooters today 
grew up in a society where guns were more 
commonplace. Introduction at a young age 

family affair

Nicolene, Tobie, Riki and Talita - the family shares a love of the shooting sports. 

Families who shoot together create 
generational bonds, writes Dr Todd Hutchison
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can instil interests which lead to a lifelong 
passion for the sport.

The most effective pathway to firearm 
contact at an early age is through the trust 
relationship built with family members. 
It’s also a chance for a parent to act as a 
mentor and role model in a situation outside 
of the home as children learn by example, 
so having trusted adults to follow helps 
implant positive behaviours and values.

Take the Western Australian family 
of four who are active members of the 
Perth Rifle Metallic Silhouette Club. They 
comprise state champion father Tobie, who 
mentors his two daughters, state champion 
Nicolene (15) and silver medallist Talita 
(13). Mum Riki is also an avid shooter and 
found that club activities have become a 
great father-daughter bonding experience. 
She’s taken a step back from competing 
and plays more of a background role as 
the team’s primary support base during 
competitions.

Said Tobie: “I find that doing this activity 
with my daughters gives us precious time 
as a family to do something unique together 
and it’ll definitely create memories in years 
to come for us to look back on.” Tobie and 
Riki are originally from South Africa, where 
firearms are more readily accepted and 
where it’s common to introduce children 
to them. They were surprised to find there 
was some negativity around shooting in 
Australia and noticed the disapproval often 
portrayed by the media.

But this didn’t hamper them in teaching 
their Australian-born daughters about the 
sport. Introducing the girls at an early age 
was a natural thing and was done with an air 
rifle before progressing to a .22LR rimfire. 
There are benefits in taking time with chil-
dren during their first experience, as doing 
so with knowledgeable family members can 
improve the chances of making shooting a 
lasting family pastime.

Tobie and Riki recognised that familia-
rising teenagers with larger calibre fire-
arms should be a conscious progression, 
especially to give them time to develop 
appropriate skills and safe practices with 
firearms which have little to no recoil. A 
wise decision, as it’s common to hear of 
adults who had negative first experiences 
from the recoil of a large calibre as a young-
ster, with that moment vividly embedded in 
their memories. Having progressed slowly, 
both girls now shoot in competition with a 
.223 Remington.

From a brain frequency perspective, chil-
dren aged five to eight are predominantly 
operating with alpha waves (8-13 Hz), 
which is a state of being relaxed and alert. 
This helps with being more receptive to 

learning, introspection and the internalisa-
tion of moral and ethical values influenced 
by their surroundings. This would support 
the theory that early introduction is a key 
factor in having less of a fear of firearms.

Tobie and Riki had the right idea when 
they introduced Nicolene as a youngster 
using an air rifle and later a .22LR rimfire 
to shoot at multi-coloured balloons. Making 
such experiences a safe, fun and enjoyable 
time for children will increase the likelihood 
of their ongoing interest. Riki said: “Why I 
enjoy my daughters being involved in the 
sport is more for their own self-discipline, 
as in that way they can learn how to control 
their emotions, their breathing, focus 
on one thing at a time and compete with 
themselves.”

As children progress from eight to 12 
years old, their brains move predominantly 
into beta waves (13-30 Hz), which plays a 
role in developing more cognitive skills, 
critical thinking and decision-making abili-
ties. It’s associated with more logical and 
analytical thought and this is where the 
theory and practice of marksmanship comes 
in. Proficient marksmanship is often linked 
to early exposure to developing the basic 
safe practices, skills and knowledge which 
becomes refined over time towards high 
performance in competition.

There are lots of opportunities for juniors 
due to the smaller number of youths 
involved, and this gives them a competi-
tive advantage in becoming a champion. 
Tobie and Riki’s daughters have both 

It’s a family affair

Talita says the skills she’s learned from shooting easily transfer to other areas of life. 

Tobie is a state champion and serves as a great inspiration for his girls. 

Having trusted 
adults to follow 
helps implant 

positive behaviours 
and values
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become multiple medal-winning shooters, 
while Tobie himself has won numerous 
state titles in different classes of Practical 
Hunting Rifle and is the perfect mentor for 
his daughters who benefit from his advice 
and encouragement. Both admit their confi-
dence came from his guidance and having 
him shoot beside them at events and as 
Talita said: “To become a better shooter 
you need to listen and take advice from 
those with more experience.”

The family have found great support 
from fellow club members for the teen-
agers’ safety and development as they keep 
a watchful eye on them and enjoy their 
youthful energy. Sadly, many children are 
exposed to firearms through movies or 
video games, which use violence for the 
purpose of evoking emotions for entertain-
ment value that’s counter-productive and far 
from the reality of learning a skilled craft.

Tobie and Riki’s youth experience was 
very different given the generational influ-
ence and commonplace of firearms, which 
encouraged a passion for the sport that’s 
been passed down to their daughters. 
Their experience shows how a commu-
nity approach can bring together people of 
different ages, genders, culture and colour. 
Said Riki: “The girls learn to communicate 

with people who 
are both older and 
younger and may look 
different to them.”

Nicolene and Talita 
have seen positive 
results from the 
sport and promote 
the transferability of 
shooting to their life 
skills. Talita values 
the aptitudes of 
judging distances and 
developing an ability 
to focus when aiming, whereas Nicolene 
acknowledges the benefits of learning 
how to adapt to different situations, devel-
oping critical thinking, applying previous 
knowledge to improve and learning how to 
complete against herself and others. These 
abilities have become positive drivers 
behind the girls’ competitiveness and aspi-
rations to achieve results like their dad’s.

Nicolene is a Sergeant in the Australian 
Army Cadets, which has given her experi-
ence with military-type firearms. She has 
growing ambitions to become a Warrant 
Officer then pursue an adult career as an 
officer in the Australian Army. She said: 
“Cadets is a great way for young people to 

It’s a family affair

gain safe exposure to firearms.” Her sister 
has also joined Army Cadets and has aspira-
tions of a career in medicine, while recog-
nising that shooting will continue to be an 
ongoing interest.

Both teenagers believe having more 
young people participating in the shooting 
sports and promoting fledgling champions 
as role models will naturally attract other 
youngsters. Licensed shooters should be 
encouraged to look at the benefits of having 
their children and grandchildren involved, 
as the shooting sports may just prove to 
be the missing ingredient which makes a 
stronger family connection that can span 
generations.   .

Top shots: Talita, Tobie and Nicolene.
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2 MONTH LAY-BY WITH A 20% DEPOSIT

Leupold Mark 5
Mark 5 5-25x56 35mm  
FFP PR2-MOA or  
PR2-MIL Was $4295 .........now just $3655
TREMOR 3 or H59 Reticle 
Was $5455 .........................now just $4640
Mark 5 7-35x56 35mm FFP PR2-MIL  
Was $4695 .........................now just $3975
TREMOR 3 Was $5035 ......now just $4280

Leupold VX-6HD
VX-6HD 3-18x50 CDS SF Metric Firedot 4 
Fine (No flip covers)  
Was $3040  ........................now just $2585
VX-6HD 3-18x50 CDS SF Firedot 
Duplex with Alumina flip up lens 
covers. Was $3795  
......now just $3420
VX-6HD 4-24x52 CDS ZL2 SF Firedot 
Duplex with Alumina flip up lens covers 
Was $4475 .........................now just $3550

Delta Point Red Dot Sale
Delta Point Micro Reflex Sight 
Glock 3MOA Dot  
Was $780............now just $699

Delta Point Pro  
Reflex Sight  
2.5 MOA Red Dot Black or FDE  
Was $915 .............................now just $780

Marlin 1894 Dark 16" 44 Magnum 5 shot 
357 Magnum 7 shot ......................... $2534

Marlin 444 150th Anniversary
444 Marlin 24" 8 shot Engraved  
with High Grade Walnut ................... $4395

Marlin 1895BL Dark .45-70 6 shot ... $2295 
444 Marlin 16" 5 shot ....................... $2545

*Not available for firearm  
or ammunition purchases

Leupold VX-3HD

VX-3HD 2.5-8x36 CDS ZL Duplex 
Was $975 .............................now just $830
VX-3HD 3.5-10x40 CDS ZL Duplex 
Was $975 .............................now just $830

VX-3HD 3.5-10x50 CDS ZL Duplex 
Was $1165 ...........................now just $995

VX-3HD 4.5-14x40 CDS ZL Duplex 
Was $1165 ...........................now just $995

VX-3HD 4.5-14x50 CDS ZL Duplex 
Was $1330 .........................now just $1135

RCBS Chargemaster Link 
Was $715 .............................now just $599

ATA 686 Black Sporter 30" 12g Cased with 
Chokes. Was $1450 ....... 5 ONLY at $1199

MASSIVE LEUPOLD SALE  
ONLY WHILE STOCK LASTS

BARRETT 50BMGS IN STOCK

Barrett M99 Black Single Shot.  
32" Heavy Barrel With Brake. Cased with 
Factory Bipod ................................... $9775

Nosler Custom Competition Projectiles
6.5cal 140GR. Reduced to clear, limited 
stock. Was $124 per 100 ........now just $89  

Glock 44 22LR. Club Legal  
5" Threaded Barrel. Reduced  
from $1080 to clear. 
.........................Very limited stock at $895

NEW SPRINGFIELD MODELS
AVAILABLE NOW

Springfield 2020 Redline 6.5CM or  
308 WIN 16" or 20" Carbon Barrel Muzzle 
Brake and 3 shot mag ...................... $4740

Springfield 2020 Rimfire Target Black  
20" 22LR ............................................. $975

Springfield 2020 Rimfire Target Sage/Black 
Web 20" 22LR .................................. $1099

Springfield 2020 Rimfire Classic Select 
Walnut 20" 22LR .............................. $1155

NEW IAIMING MODELS 
IN STOCK NOW

iAiming IA-612 Pro 2.8-22.4X50 
 First Shot Auto Zero ........................$6475

iAiming IA-612 Pro LRF 2.8-22.4X50 
Integral Laser Range Finder. First Shot 
Auto Zero 640x512 sensor ...............$7495

Bushnell Engage 
8x42 ED Binoculars
Reduced form $620 to clear ....... Just $395

NEW Leupold BX-4 Range HD  
10x42 Rangefinding Binos  
2 Pairs only at introductory price 
..................................................Just $2525

Leupold VX-3HD Silver Scopes
VX-3HD 2.5-8x36 CDS  
ZL Silver Duplex 
Was $1145 ...........................now just $975

Leupold VX-3HD  
4.5-14x40 CDS-ZL Silver Duplex.  
Was $1295 .........................now just $1100

Rangefinder Sale
RX-1400i TBR/W GEN2  
Rangefinder Plus Flightpath  
New model. Will be $410.  
Now just .....................................Just $350
Leupold RX-2800TBR/W  
Was $1170.....now just $995

Remington 22LR 40GR RN Target 
Reduced to clear ......................................  
$20/100, $180/1000, 
$1599/10000

Remington Small Pistol Primers
IN STOCK NOW .......................$215/1000

VX-Freedom 2-7x33 Rimfire MOA  
was $610 .............................now just $520  
Hunt Plex Was $610 ............now just $520 

VX-Freedom 3-9x40 Rimfire MOA Was 
$610.....................................now just $520
Huntplex Was $610 .............now just $520

VX-Freedom 3-9x33 EFR Fine Duplex 
Was $780 .............................now just $665

VX-Freedom 3-9x50 CDS Duplex  
Was $680 .............................now just $580

VX-Freedom 4-12x40 CDS Duplex 
Was $680 .............................now just $580
VX-Freedom 4-12x50 CDS Duplex 
Was $780 .............................now just $665

VX-Freedom 3-9x40 CDS Duplex 
Was $610 .............................now just $520

Leupold VX-Freedom
VX-Freedom 1.5-4x24 Scout  
Scope duplex.  
Was $680..now just $580
Pig Plex Was $610...............now just $520

Federal American Eagle 
40GR FMJ............$105/50

5.7x28 AMMO IN STOCK NOW

Speer Gold Dot 40GR  
GDHP.....................$176/50



DEALERS LICENCE NO: 409564311

PH: 02 9882 2689 $15 flat rate post 
for all orders anywhere 

in Australia.

*Excluding firearms and 
dangerous goods

ADDRESS: 19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE: 02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311

www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS: 

MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 

SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery* 

 

 

 

 

BACK PACKS 

2200  $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo  $240

Hyper Hydro  $179

Hyper Vent  $310

Monster Fanny  $215        

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor  $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel  $430

Ultra Day  $240

 
RCBS  
Chargemaster 1500 Scales  $335

Chargemaster Dispenser  $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals)  $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers  $120

Uniflow Powder Measure  $160

Hand Priming Tool     $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale    $95

RC Supreme Master Kit  $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL 

Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest  $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest  $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL

DS750 Digital Scale   $135

Electronic Calipers  $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE

Standard Bi-Pod   $125

Pivot Bi-Pod   $175

Front Leather Bag   $65

Rear Leather Bag   $69 

 

 

 

RANGEFINDERS 

RX-600  $285

RX-750TBR  $405

RX-1000  $485

RX-1000TBR  $550

SCOPES 

VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40  $325

VX-I 3-9x50  $420

VX-I 4-12x40  $420

VX-II 1-4x20  $420

VX-II 2-7x33  $420

VX-II 3-9x40  $460

VX-II 3-9x50  $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  $620

VX-II 4-12x50  $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO  $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT  $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20  $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32  $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36  $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40  $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO  $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR  $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50  $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO  $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR  $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  $1335

Call us for the best prices 

on other products

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600  --------------------------- $275

RX- 750TBR ---------------------- $370

RX- I000 --------------------------- $445

RX- I000TBR  --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33 ----------------------- $275

VX-I 3-9x40  ---------------------- $295

VX-I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380

VX-I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x40  --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x50  --------------------- $475

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  --------------- $560

VX-II 4-12x50  -------------------- $595

VX-II 6-18x40 AO ---------------- $635

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT --------- $690

VX-3 1.5-5x20 -------------------  $525

VX-3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525

VX-3 2.5-8x36 -------------------- $525

VX-3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615

VX-3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO ------------- $750

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR --------------- $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50  ------------------ $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  -------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO ------------- $860

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR ------------  $910

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR --------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT ------  $1055

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375

Chargemaster Dispenser $415

Chargemaster Combo $670

FL Die Sets (most cals) $70

Pro-melt Furnace $710

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool $90

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $195

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale $110

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125

Pivot Bipod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

19 Babbage Rd
Roseville Chase NSW 2069

MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
SAT: 8am - 3pm
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

www.magnumsports.com.au

ADDRESS:  19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE:  02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE  
DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311 www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS:  
MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 
SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery *  

 

 

 

 

BACK PACKS  

2200  $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo  $240

Hyper Hydro  $179

Hyper Vent  $310

Monster Fanny  $215        

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor  $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Du�el  $430

Ultra Day  $240

 
RCBS   
Chargemaster 1500 Scales  $335

Chargemaster Dispenser  $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals)  $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers  $120

Hand Priming Tool     $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale    $95

RC Supreme Master Kit  $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL  

Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest  $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest  $455

Electronic Mu�s $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale   $135

Electronic Calipers  $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bi-Pod   $125

Pivot Bi-Pod   $175

Front Leather Bag   $65

Rear Leather Bag   $69 

 

 

 

RANGEFINDERS  

RX-600  $285

RX-750TBR  $405

RX-1000  $485

RX-1000TBR  $550

SCOPES  

VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40  $325

VX-I 3-9x50  $420

VX-I 4-12x40  $420

VX-II 1-4x20  $420

VX-II 2-7x33  $420

VX-II 3-9x40  $460

VX-II 3-9x50  $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  $620

VX-II 4-12x50  $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO  $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT  $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20  $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32  $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36  $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40  $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO  $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR  $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50  $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO  $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR  $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  $1335

Call us for the best prices 
on other products

*

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600  --------------------------- $275
RX - 750TBR  ---------------------- $370
RX - I000 --------------------------- $445
RX - I000TBR  --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33  ----------------------- $275
VX -I 3-9x40  ---------------------- $295
VX -I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380
VX -I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX -II 3-9x40  --------------------- $380
VX -II 3-9x50  --------------------- $475
VX -II 4-12x40 AO  --------------- $560
VX -II 4-12x50  -------------------- $595
VX -II 6-18x40 AO  ---------------- $635
VX -II 6-18x40 AO TGT  --------- $690
VX -3 1.5-5x20  -------------------  $525
VX -3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525
VX -3 2.5-8x36  -------------------- $525
VX -3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615
VX -3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700
VX -3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700
VX -3 4.5-14x40 AO  ------------- $750
VX -3 4.5-14x40 LR  --------------- $835
VX -3 4.5-14x50  ------------------ $835

VX -3 4.5-14x50 LR  -------------- $915
VX -3 6.5-20x40 AO  ------------- $860
VX -3 6.5-20x40 EFR  ------------  $910
VX -3 6.5-20x40 LR  --------------- $915
VX -3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  ------  $1055
VX -3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375
Chargemaster Dispenser $415
Chargemaster Combo $670
FL Die Sets (most cals) $70
Pro-melt Furnace $710
Vibratory Case Cleaner $155
Electronic Digital Calipers $120
Uniflow Powder Measure $160
Hand Priming Tool $90
Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $195
Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255
RC -130 Reloading Scale $110
RC Supreme Master Kit  $599
Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345
2800 $415
4500 $720
Diablo $240
Hyper Hydro  $179
Hyper Vent $310
Monster Fanny $215
Nanno Fanny $120
Reactor $159
Superday $299
Terra Glide Du�el $430
Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220
Rock Jnr Rest $125
Rock Comp Rest $380
Lead Sled Plus $320
Fire Control R est $455
Electronic Mu�s $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135
Electronic Calipers $79
Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125
Pivot Bipod $175
Front Leather Bag $65
Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

2 MONTH LAY-BY WITH A 20% DEPOSIT

Leupold Mark 5
Mark 5 5-25x56 35mm  
FFP PR2-MOA or  
PR2-MIL Was $4295 .........now just $3655
TREMOR 3 or H59 Reticle 
Was $5455 .........................now just $4640
Mark 5 7-35x56 35mm FFP PR2-MIL  
Was $4695 .........................now just $3975
TREMOR 3 Was $5035 ......now just $4280

Leupold VX-6HD
VX-6HD 3-18x50 CDS SF Metric Firedot 4 
Fine (No flip covers)  
Was $3040  ........................now just $2585
VX-6HD 3-18x50 CDS SF Firedot 
Duplex with Alumina flip up lens 
covers. Was $3795  
......now just $3420
VX-6HD 4-24x52 CDS ZL2 SF Firedot 
Duplex with Alumina flip up lens covers 
Was $4475 .........................now just $3550

Delta Point Red Dot Sale
Delta Point Micro Reflex Sight 
Glock 3MOA Dot  
Was $780............now just $699

Delta Point Pro  
Reflex Sight  
2.5 MOA Red Dot Black or FDE  
Was $915 .............................now just $780

Marlin 1894 Dark 16" 44 Magnum 5 shot 
357 Magnum 7 shot ......................... $2534

Marlin 444 150th Anniversary
444 Marlin 24" 8 shot Engraved  
with High Grade Walnut ................... $4395

Marlin 1895BL Dark .45-70 6 shot ... $2295 
444 Marlin 16" 5 shot ....................... $2545

*Not available for firearm  
or ammunition purchases

Leupold VX-3HD

VX-3HD 2.5-8x36 CDS ZL Duplex 
Was $975 .............................now just $830
VX-3HD 3.5-10x40 CDS ZL Duplex 
Was $975 .............................now just $830

VX-3HD 3.5-10x50 CDS ZL Duplex 
Was $1165 ...........................now just $995

VX-3HD 4.5-14x40 CDS ZL Duplex 
Was $1165 ...........................now just $995

VX-3HD 4.5-14x50 CDS ZL Duplex 
Was $1330 .........................now just $1135

RCBS Chargemaster Link 
Was $715 .............................now just $599

ATA 686 Black Sporter 30" 12g Cased with 
Chokes. Was $1450 ....... 5 ONLY at $1199

MASSIVE LEUPOLD SALE  
ONLY WHILE STOCK LASTS

BARRETT 50BMGS IN STOCK

Barrett M99 Black Single Shot.  
32" Heavy Barrel With Brake. Cased with 
Factory Bipod ................................... $9775

Nosler Custom Competition Projectiles
6.5cal 140GR. Reduced to clear, limited 
stock. Was $124 per 100 ........now just $89  

Glock 44 22LR. Club Legal  
5" Threaded Barrel. Reduced  
from $1080 to clear. 
.........................Very limited stock at $895

NEW SPRINGFIELD MODELS
AVAILABLE NOW

Springfield 2020 Redline 6.5CM or  
308 WIN 16" or 20" Carbon Barrel Muzzle 
Brake and 3 shot mag ...................... $4740

Springfield 2020 Rimfire Target Black  
20" 22LR ............................................. $975

Springfield 2020 Rimfire Target Sage/Black 
Web 20" 22LR .................................. $1099

Springfield 2020 Rimfire Classic Select 
Walnut 20" 22LR .............................. $1155

NEW IAIMING MODELS 
IN STOCK NOW

iAiming IA-612 Pro 2.8-22.4X50 
 First Shot Auto Zero ........................$6475

iAiming IA-612 Pro LRF 2.8-22.4X50 
Integral Laser Range Finder. First Shot 
Auto Zero 640x512 sensor ...............$7495

Bushnell Engage 
8x42 ED Binoculars
Reduced form $620 to clear ....... Just $395

NEW Leupold BX-4 Range HD  
10x42 Rangefinding Binos  
2 Pairs only at introductory price 
..................................................Just $2525

Leupold VX-3HD Silver Scopes
VX-3HD 2.5-8x36 CDS  
ZL Silver Duplex 
Was $1145 ...........................now just $975

Leupold VX-3HD  
4.5-14x40 CDS-ZL Silver Duplex.  
Was $1295 .........................now just $1100

Rangefinder Sale
RX-1400i TBR/W GEN2  
Rangefinder Plus Flightpath  
New model. Will be $410.  
Now just .....................................Just $350
Leupold RX-2800TBR/W  
Was $1170.....now just $995

Remington 22LR 40GR RN Target 
Reduced to clear ......................................  
$20/100, $180/1000, 
$1599/10000

Remington Small Pistol Primers
IN STOCK NOW .......................$215/1000

VX-Freedom 2-7x33 Rimfire MOA  
was $610 .............................now just $520  
Hunt Plex Was $610 ............now just $520 

VX-Freedom 3-9x40 Rimfire MOA Was 
$610.....................................now just $520
Huntplex Was $610 .............now just $520

VX-Freedom 3-9x33 EFR Fine Duplex 
Was $780 .............................now just $665

VX-Freedom 3-9x50 CDS Duplex  
Was $680 .............................now just $580

VX-Freedom 4-12x40 CDS Duplex 
Was $680 .............................now just $580
VX-Freedom 4-12x50 CDS Duplex 
Was $780 .............................now just $665

VX-Freedom 3-9x40 CDS Duplex 
Was $610 .............................now just $520

Leupold VX-Freedom
VX-Freedom 1.5-4x24 Scout  
Scope duplex.  
Was $680..now just $580
Pig Plex Was $610...............now just $520

Federal American Eagle 
40GR FMJ............$105/50

5.7x28 AMMO IN STOCK NOW

Speer Gold Dot 40GR  
GDHP.....................$176/50



T he Spika headquarters at Carrum 
Downs south-east of Melbourne 
was the venue for the launch of a 
new partnership between Spika and 

Lithgow Arms last month, where the latter 
introduced their new and improved LA102 
rifle range.

More than 100 industry insiders and 
invited guests attended, to hear Spika 
Managing Director Dean Anderson get 
proceedings under way by announcing the 
joint venture between the two Australian 
companies. Said Dean: “Here at Spika we 
aim to offer Aussie shooters some of the 
best products and services available and our 
partnership with Lithgow Arms, a company 
with a proud history going back more 
than a century, is yet another step in that 
direction.”

Spika are the new distributors for 
Lithgow Arms and it fell to Lithgow 
Product Line Manger Chris Burton and 
Customer Support head Matt Jones to 
reveal details of three new rifle models 
being released to the Australian market. 
Said Chris: “We felt the current Lithgow 
Arms product line didn’t have a broad 
enough appeal to meet the requirements of 
the wider Australian shooting community.

“So to remedy this situation and imme-
diately reinvigorate the LA102 product 
range, a number of minor changes have 

Allan Blane 
in Melbourne

been implemented to create three uniquely 
different models which will appeal to a 
significantly wider cross-section of the 
Australian and international shooting 
community. These new models are evolved 
versions of the current LA102 Crossover 
rifle with the bulk of the changes being 
largely cosmetic and requiring only minor 
engineering effort to implement.”

Matt Jones then explained those changes 
and presented three new rifles - the LA102 
Hunter, Outback and Varmint - outlining the 
improvements the company has made to 
each as follows.

LA102 Hunter: A lightweight hunting 
rifle using a 20" lighter profile fluted barrel 
and existing magazine chambered in .204 
Ruger, .223 Rem, .243 Win, 6.5 Creedmoor 
and .308 Win. The Hunter will be fitted into 
the current poly stock with a film-dipped 
camo pattern.

Matt Jones, left, and Chris Burton of Lithgow Arms 
at the launch.

and

Lithgow 
ArmsSpika

announce joint venture

LA102 Outback: A Scout and Tactical 
truck gun, this is a midweight and compact 
utility rifle using an 18" current profile 
barrel, 10-round AICS-style box magazine 
and chambered in .223 Rem, .243 Win and 
.308 Win. The Hunter will be fitted into a 
Southern Cross Small Arms TSP-X chassis 
stock.

LA102 Varmint: A heavyweight preci-
sion varmint rifle using a 24" heavy profile 
barrel, 10-round AICS-style box magazine 
and chambered in .223 Rem, .243 Win, 6.5 
Creedmoor, .308 Win and a new calibre in the 
.204 Ruger. The Varmint will be fitted into a 
laminate stock with updated bottom metal.

Lithgow Arms are also working on a 
range of other features including left-handed 
versions, an even lighter stock for the 
Hunter and more calibres including .270 
Win, .30/06 Springfield and Precision Rifle 
Cartridges.  .

Spika Managing Director Dean Anderson 
opens the launch.
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The LA102 Hunter.

The LA102 Varmint.

The LA102 
Outback.
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O n a recent rabbit hunting trip I 
came to realise, somewhat belat-
edly, how important it is to have 
a rimfire in your armoury. I say 

armoury because in the most recent fire-
arms inspection by our local police, one of 
the officers as they were leaving said to my 
wife: “You must feel safe - he’s armed to 
the teeth!” In reality my ‘armoury’ consti-
tutes mainly shotguns and rimfires as I 
have three .22 rimfires and one .17HMR.

My affiliation with.22 rimfires goes back 
several decades and, like most hunters of 
my age, I started shooting with one. I soon 
yearned for something better than the 
little Sportco Huntsman .22 I was using 
and during the ensuing years many passed 
through my hands, with all of them being 
given a thorough workout on rabbits, hares 
and foxes and occasionally (and I must say 
stupidly) on pigs.

Here’s a quick rundown of the .22 
rimfires I’ve owned, or those I can 
remember. First was that Sportco 
Huntsman single-shot then came a 
Winchester Cooey with tubular magazine, 
a Sportco 71A self-loader, Winchester 
bolt-action, Erma lever-action, Stirling 
bolt-action, Anschutz .22 Magnum, Stirling 
.22 Magnum, Voere single-shot, Browning 

Respect

breakdown, Vostock single-shot, Brno 
Model 2, two Browning single-shots, a 
CZ bolt-action .22 Magnum, Winchester 
lever-action .22 Magnum, CZ short heavy 
barrelled .22 and, finally, a Savage .22 
Magnum with a thumbhole stock and heavy 
barrel. And of course I’ve fired many others 
belonging to friends.

So you can see I’ve had extensive use 
of the .22 rimfire in one configuration or 
another. I became serious about using them 
from the time my son wanted one, so I 
taught him to shoot with the old Sportco 
Huntsman and, when he became proficient 
with it, I bought a Brno Model 2. That was 
probably one of the better makes on the 
market at the time and its accuracy, straight 
out the box, was legendary.

I thought I’d step up from old ICI bullets 
to the new-fangled CCI Stingers, being 
touted at the time as the best thing since 
sliced bread. Boy was I in for a rude awak-
ening. Fitted with what I considered an 
adequate scope in a Tiara 4x28, I set about 
firing a few groups to check the accuracy of 
the Brno with a target set at 25m. With this 
combination I planned on playing merry hell 
with the local fox population which had been 
enjoying chicken lunches at my expense, so 
you can imagine my surprise when my first 

string of shots were lucky if they hit the 
outer ring of a standard 25m target.

After practically expending a packet 
of CCI Stingers with no improvement, 
I started looking at what else was the 
problem after dismissing the fact it was my 
shooting. The scope, while only a cheap 
Tiara, was good enough for a rimfire and 
was firmly attached to the Brno, with all 
screws tight and the barrel of the rifle not 
touching anywhere in the channel.

After much head-scratching the penny 
finally dropped - the ammunition just wasn’t 
suitable for the rifle, nothing more sinister 
than that. After a visit to the local sports 
store and, armed with a few different brands 
of .22 rimfire ammunition, I tried again. 
Results were varied and vastly different but 
the one which shone above the rest was 
Remington Yellow Jackets which cut the 
centre ring with virtually every shot.

I learned a valuable lesson that day, one 
I’ve never forgotten and as the old saying 
goes: Everyone makes a mistake, the smart 
ones learn from it. From then on, every 
time I changed ammunition (usually due 
to lack of availability) I checked to see if it 
grouped suitably and, when the supply of 
Yellow Jackets dried up, I’d to go through 
the process of elimination again and quickly 

Leon Wright puts a case 
for the humble .22

the rimfire

Leon favours his short, heavy-barrelled CZ .22 rimfire for rabbit hunting at night. 
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found the new Winchester Power Points 
were perfect in my Brno Model 2.

Speaking of choosing suitable ammuni-
tion, I went through the same process 
with my .22 Magnum. While the cost of 
.22 Magnum ammunition is substantially 
more than that for an ordinary .22 rimfire, I 
thought I’d start with some of the cheaper 
brands, something I was soon to regret. 
While testing groups with one of the 
lower priced brands in my old Stirling .22 
Magnum, quite a puff of smoke came from 
the rifle when I fired it. The shot sounded 
louder than usual so I cautiously raised the 
bolt and dropped the magazine out. Along 
with the magazine, part of the extractor 
claw came with it after being fractured in 
firing. I knew the barrel was clear so it was 
definitely faulty ammunition.

The only trouble I had with my Brno 
Model 2 was the same as most other 
owners - the 10-shot magazine 
which always had feed trouble.  
Some managed to fix it  
with a bit of tinkering  
but I switched from the  
metal magazine to one 
of the newer polymer 
ones and the problem 
was solved. I person-
ally found the five-shot 
magazine better but 
continuous reloading 
was a pain when rabbits 
were thick on the ground. 
Several pre-loaded five-shot 
mags helped but I eventually 
settled on a couple of 10-shots for the 
bulk of my rabbit hunting.

At time of writing I have four rimfires in 
my gun safe - three .22s and a .22 HMR - 
and I’ve no intention of selling any of them. 
The old Sportco single-shot Huntsman 
I’ve had for goodness knows how long 
only has a run now when the grandkids 
want to do a bit of plinking. There are two 
Brnos, or should I say one Brno and one 
CZ, and the last is a Savage 17HMR, each 
with a specific application it’s best suited 
to and which I arrived at after years of 
experimenting.

The Brno Model 2 I’ve had since 1986 
wears a Leupold V2-2x-7x variable these 
days and has been my walkabout choice for 
a number of years. If I just want a couple of 
rabbits for the dogs I’ll favour it and if not 
using either a 12 or 20-gauge shotgun for 
foxes, I’ll definitely reach for it.

I particularly like to call-in foxes with a 
variety of noises but mostly use a predator 
call and, if done properly, a fox can be lured 
into close proximity and I’ve found the .22 

rimfire perfect for such occasions. Most 
foxes in early summer are suckers for a 
predator call and I couldn’t guess how many 
I’ve taken with that Brno Model 2. The 
40-grain projectile has enough punch to 
take them cleanly with something to spare 
if your shot is slightly off.

One I took recently fell into that cate-
gory. Lured out of a stand of bullrushes, 
the fox sauntered in and at 30m realised 
all was not as it should be and sat with its 
head moving from side to side, trying to 
work out where the injured creature was. 
It about-turned and bolted and as it looked 
as though I’d lose it to the bullrushes I 
thought ‘what the heck.’ Aiming just above 
its head I fired and dropped it in mid stride, 
measuring it at 80 paces - a fluke maybe but 
it does show the little .22 rimfire has some-
thing in reserve.

Some years ago a mate and I were 
doing rabbit control work on 

a couple of farms with 
real problems, literally 

shooting them in the 
hundreds every time 
we went hunting. I 
started with my Brno 
Model 2 but found the 
long barrel awkward 
to use while spot-
lighting, so I bought 

a new CZ 20" heavy 
barrelled bolt-action 

which was ideal. Paired 
with a good Leupold variable 

scope it proved devastating on 
rabbits. I was using 40gr Power Point 

ammunition and was buying it by the brick 
but as it became more expensive, I opted 
for Winchester 36gr bullets in bulk which 
were equally effective and at $30 for 500 (at 
the time) very economical.

As for the Savage .17HMR, its forte is 
on rabbit hunting trips in colder months. 
Naturally numbers are down at that time 
of the year but the camping is great and 
anyway, you don’t have to be taking rabbits 
in the hundreds to enjoy yourself. Most 
afternoons have them sitting at their 
burrow entrances enjoying the sun and the 
.17HMR gives a lot of satisfaction, pulling 
off shots between 100-150m.

To my way of thinking, rimfires have a lot 
going for them - cheap to run, no recoil for 
learners to worry about, good for a variety 
of small game and perfect for the target 
practice new hunters always need. After 
decades of using them and firing thousands 
of rounds, I reckon a rimfire should be 
found in everyone’s gun safe, though you 
may think differently and I respect that.  .

Respect the rimfire

It does 
show the little 
.22 rimfire has 

something 
in reserve

This fox was lured into range with a Scotch 
predator call and fell to a Winchester lever-action 
.22 Magnum. 

Leon’s current rimfires (from top) a Sportco 
Huntsman, Brno Model 2, heavy-barrelled CZ and 
Savage .17HMR.

Leon’s fox-hunting outfit is simple but effective.
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Visit your local participating Leica Sport Optics Dealer

VIC  Delta Tactical | Frank O’Reilly’s Sports | Gun Sport Trading | Gunco Sports Superstore | H & S Firearms | In Season Hunting and Fishing Warragul 

Mansfield Hunting and Fishing | Miall’s Gun Shop  NSW  Abela’s Gun Shop | Elk’s Hunting & Fishing | Horsley Park Gun Shop | Safari Firearms 

Tamworth Firearms  QLD  Hall’s Firearms Townsville | Hall’s Firearms Rockhampton | The Barn Toowoomba  WA  Downrange Firearms  SA  Scoped Out  

TAS  Sports Hut  NT  Fishing & Outdoor World

Claim your bonus Leica handmade 
custom hunting knife valued at 
$350 when you purchase an eligible 
Leica Sport Optics product from an 
authorised Leica Sport Optics dealer 
between 1st November 2023 and  
29th February 2024.
Terms and Conditions apply.  See website for details. 
Available only while stock lasts.  Promotion limited 
to 50 pieces on a first come, first served basis. 
Images shown are for display purposes only and 
may not be an exact representation of the product.  
Fulfilment waiting periods apply and may vary.

MAGNUS
Unbeatable by day, dusk and at long 
distances. The acclaimed series 
delivers incredible reliability, colour 
rendition and flexibility for all hunts.

WHERE PASSION MEETS PERFORMANCE.

FORTIS 6
The benchmark of the 6x zoom class 
features an exit pupil up to 50% 
larger and an extremely wide field of 
view at minimum magnification.

GEOVID PRO
The most compact, super-premium 
laser range finding binocular with 
pure colour rendition for the long-
distance shooter and bow-hunter.

BONUS
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Rachael Oxborrow

T he sport of target shooting in an 
Australian and global context has 
been immeasurably impacted by the 
cancellation of the Victorian 2026 

Commonwealth Games. This is the view-
point the Sporting Shooters’ Association 
of Australia (SSAA Inc) has shared in 
response to the Victorian Government’s 
Select Committee Inquiry into the 2026 
Games bid.

The cancellation of the Vic Games came 
as a shock to the public and a major disap-
pointment to our sporting community, as 
the importance of shooting being included 
in 2026 was a key concern around the 
world after it was excluded from the 2022 
Birmingham Commonwealth Games. 
Shooting Australia led a well-executed 
campaign for its inclusion with support from 
their international partners. Grassroots 
support complemented those efforts with 
SSAA Inc and SSAA Victoria steering a 
campaign with the wider 212,000 members 
of our state and territory Associations 
showing the extent of the sport’s fanbase 
nationwide.

Com Games 
cancellation 
doing untold 
damage

In the fallout of the cancellation and 
subsequent Select Committee Inquiry, 
SSAA Inc has taken this opportunity to 
highlight the impacts on the shooting 
community, both professional and amateur, 
in a submission during public consultation.

National Firearms Register
National Cabinet met in August and a deci-
sion on the National Firearms Register 
was expected to be made. SSAA Inc is in 
regular contact with the Attorney-General’s 
Department on the matter and will provide 
an update to members as soon as it 
becomes available. The A-G’s Department 
says the matter is currently being consid-
ered at various levels within federal, state 
and territory governments.

Options for the National Firearms 
Register were informed via feedback 
provided by the firearms community and 
SSAA Inc earlier this year in an open 
consultation process. The Police Ministers’ 
Council agreed to these options in early 
June in preparation for the National Cabinet 
to consider ‘mid-year’.

Talks of a National Register began in 
the first few months of this year in the 
wake of a series of tragic events in rural 
Queensland in December 2022, when an 
act of domestic terrorism involving unli-
censed people acting illegally with firearms 
resulted in tragic loss of lives. The kneejerk 
commentary which followed these events 
called for firearms law reform. As details 
of law enforcement access to firearms 
licensing details came to light, the tone of 
the conversation changed to a perceived 
need for a National Firearms Register, 
which would allow police from all jurisdic-
tions to access firearms licensee details 
with more ease than they can at present.

WA Firearms Act consultation
Public submissions for the Western 
Australian Government’s Firearms Act 
consultation paper were closing as we 
went to press. The Sporting Shooters’ 
Association of Australia (WA) and SSAA Inc 
have been working with the WA Firearms 
Community Alliance (WAFCA) to motivate 
and empower the firearms community to 
have their say and join the fight. This was a 
situation where the number of submissions 
for the cause was the only way to make an 
impact and our community’s involvement is 
to be commended.

The Firearms Act consultation paper 
was released in October after months 
of promises that the draft Firearms Act 
would be released to the public. Instead, 
we were presented with a document which 
attempted to justify the viewpoint of a 
government hell-bent on positioning law-
abiding firearm owners as the root cause 
of firearm crime. Extensive research both 
in Australia and overseas indicates legally-
owned firearms are not the predominant 
source of illegal firearms in the community.

As recently as last year, a Deakin 
University study found a “deep reservoir 
of illegal firearms exists for criminals 
to tap into, with police measures only 
able to recover tiny fractions each year”. 
Furthermore, Australian Institute of 
Criminology research states the majority 
of firearms used to commit homicide in 
Australia are unregistered and the perpetra-
tors unlicensed. SSAA Inc’s submission to 
the WA Firearms Act Consultation Paper 
can be found on our website. The Act itself 
is expected to be tabled in February 2024 
and we will update members as the situa-
tion develops.  .

WA Police Minister Paul Papalia and Police Commissioner Col Blanch front a press conference 
announcing changes to WA’s firearm laws. Image courtesy ABC News.
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N E W  F R O M  H A R D Y  R I F L E ,  T H E

Designed to be incredibly l ightweight while boasting a ton of 
features to make it  count,  when it  counts!

STA N DA R D  A N D  M AG N U M  CA L I B R E S  AVA I L A B L E  I N  A  2 . 4 9 KG  PAC KAG E !
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Find your local Hardy Stockist at:
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My son and I have been hunting 
NSW state forests for the past 
14 years and every outing has 
provided opportunity to hone 

our bushcraft knowledge. As an educator, 
school holidays afford me flexibility to 
access beautiful state forests more than my 
son, who works in a corporate role, so on 
this occasion I was heading out alone. I set 
off into the Central West for a three-day 
hunt which looked promising on Google 
Earth though with several unknowns.

The weather forecast looked great as I 
crossed dusty roads deep into the forest, 
the location taking me a long way from 
anywhere. My first objective was to find 
the possible campsite identified via a web 
search and when I did it proved an excel-
lent location with ample flat ground and a 
stream nearby. All packed with binoculars 

strapped on and the Mossberg .308 ATR 
over my shoulder, I was on my way. Walking 
was relatively easy with undulating sections 
leading into a series of gullies, first impres-
sions being the forest was very dry and it 
was difficult to step quietly across thick 
leaf litter and sticks, though various game 
trails looked promising and made for a more 
silent pathway.

After an hour or so, doubts were forming 
as to my planning and assumptions made 
when analysing the terrain on my computer. 
Then suddenly from my left, cantering 
down the opposite face of the gully was a 
fallow buck, the likes of which I’d never 
seen before. He was about 80m away and 
looked to be at least six feet from hoof to 
antler tips, dark tan with distinct white 
chest and broad at the shoulders.

Dropping to one knee, heart racing I had 

time to raise the .308 with a clear view of 
my target. Flicking the safety off, cross-hairs 
were placed squarely on his chest though in 
that split second, a fraction of doubt clouded 
my thoughts that I might wound this 
magnificent creature and not deliver a clean 
kill. The hesitation gave him enough time 
to catch my scent, sway right and disappear 
into the trees. The stalk was over.

I rocked on to my backside to take in 
what happened - I’d just missed the fallow 
buck of my dreams out of fear and hesita-
tion. The only silver lining was my decision 
to remain in this area was now made and I 
knew the next three days would be inter-
esting. Staring into the campfire that night 
I replayed the encounter a thousand times. 
All the ‘what if’ questions I considered were 
just theoretical as I didn’t think this oppor-
tunity would ever come my way again.

Rob Ieroianni endured a scary 
experience to take a forest buck





A shot in the dark

Next morning I was on my way in search 
of the buck as our freezer was empty and 
I was keen to fill it. I quickly picked up the 
game trail from the day before and followed 
it to a boundary with a neighbouring prop-
erty dotted with sheep. As I approached a 
cluster of mature pines I noted the under-
growth had been turned over significantly, 
suggesting pigs may be feeding nearby and 
walking quietly parallel to the plantation, I 
saw movement in the shadows.

Through the binos I saw two small 
speckled piglets rooting around the litter. 
Once again the adrenalin flowed as I 
dropped to one knee, placed the shooting 
sticks under my rifle and steadied. Just 
before taking the shot I spotted a black sow 
in the shadows only a few metres behind 
the piglets which provided a new target as I 
lined her up and squeezed the trigger. The 
sow was despatched instantly as the piglets 
scurried off into the pines.

I spent the rest of the morning climbing 
and descending gullies looking for that 
elusive buck. The occasional rub-tree gave 

hope but the rubs were relatively old and 
I reckoned the bucks had moved on, then 
as I turned back for camp I came across a 
narrow gully with a series of open areas, 
lush with grass and blackberries. This was 
quite different to the surrounding forest and 
I figured it might offer plenty of feed with 
good cover and the occasional hoofprint 
had me log the spot in my GPS for further 
investigation.

As cockatoos squawked above, I walked 
to the gully and positioned myself on a hill 
above a large grassy patch sloping gently 
below. From my vantage point I could glass 
across both sides of the track and hopefully 
observe critters moving from the forest 
into the open. Other than a kangaroo, little 
caught my attention so after a couple of 
hours I conceded, reconciling myself to 
starting over again the following morning.

I stood and straightened, relieving the 
tightness in my back and legs and lifting 
the binoculars for one final glass down the 
gully I caught sight of movement, realising 
a second later it was actually a doe feeding 

beside a blackberry shrub. As excitement 
gripped me, I focused on the swaying of a 
thin sapling flicking vigorously and saw a 
buck rubbing his antlers up and down its 
trunk. I struggled to contain myself and 
quickly dropped and crawled to a position 
which offered a better angle.

Glassing the buck I noted he wasn’t as 
impressive as the giant I’d seen on the first 
morning, though he was making light work 
of that sapling. I shouldered the rifle, placed 
the stock firmly against my shoulder and 
wound the scope up to nine times magni-
fication. The buck was now in view but at 
more than 100m in fading light I could only 
just see him standing broadside.

With the shooting sticks giving a steady 
rest and the reticle placed just behind his 
shoulder, I squeezed off a round as the blast 
sent three does scattering. Feeling confi-
dent I knelt, taking deep breaths before 
glassing down the gully to confirm the 
kill. It was getting late with daylight fading 
fast so I couldn’t see the buck but walked 
quickly towards the sapling where he’d 
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I was now 
in total darkness 
without GPS and 
only a dimming 

headlamp

The pine grove kept its 
secrets deep in the shadows.

Untitled-2   1Untitled-2   1 16/10/23   11:40 am16/10/23   11:40 am
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been standing. To my relief he was lying 
motionless, the bullet piercing vital organs 
to drop him where he stood. There was no 
exit wound.

Processing the deer in the remaining 
daylight was going to be tricky. Not wanting 
to leave him overnight to risk the meat 
spoiling or offering an easy meal for preda-
tors, I tried dragging my quarry closer to 
the track to load him into the ute. In trying 
to shift the animal I realised I’d have to drag 
him uphill, so with my knife I removed the 
innards to drop some weight which proved 
futile. A new plan was needed and that’s 
when things started to turn bizarre.

Marking the buck’s position in the GPS, 
I made haste to the car and returned with 
the tools needed for the harvest and carry 
out. As darkness fell I organised equipment, 
including a head lamp and drove down the 
hill. Quickly locating the deer I removed 
the hind quarters and with these wrapped 
in my pack I looked up into total darkness, 
with only treetops silhouetted against the 

A shot in the dark

twilight sky visible. I took out the GPS to 
retrace my path to the vehicle to find it 
flashing ‘Low Battery’ and as I watched, the 
screen went blank.

I was now in total darkness without 
GPS and only a dimming headlamp. This 
was going to be an interesting search as I 
couldn’t determine from which direction I’d 
come. I spun around in a bid to make out 
any familiar silhouette, paused and took 
more deep breaths before moving off in an 
uphill direction. Surely I’d cross the track 
at some point? After searching for a while 
and with the weight of deer on my back, 
I eventually found the track and followed 
it to the ute. I reckoned the only way to 
ensure I could find my way was to switch 
on the hazard lights which made for a useful 
beacon in the forest blackness.

I returned to the general location of the 
fallen deer and spent what seemed forever 
searching. It was now 7.45pm and I’d been 
harvesting venison for the past two hours. 
Once found, I committed to heaving the 

remainder of the buck to the vehicle with 
the flashing amber lights indicating it was 
only 50m. Eventually I managed to lift 
the animal into the tray before making it 
back to camp for another couple of hours 
completing the harvest. Exhausted in my 
swag, I felt grateful for the creature taken 
to feed my family for months to come and 
for another amazing opportunity to hunt in 
magnificent NSW state forests.   .

Not the biggest pig in the world but she won’t be 
doing any more damage.

Rob’s first state forest buck.

80   Australian Shooter



“Let us make it easy for you to get
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Megan Spiniello | General Manager SSAA Insurance Brokers
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from 
the 
cold

Come in

Heat-seeking Falcon by Hikmicro 
impressed Ben Unten

S aid to be a game-changer in recent 
years, the development of thermal 
technology has become more 
affordable while the quality has 

increased. Having previously reviewed 
several infrared and thermal devices I 
was keen to check the latest offering 
by Hikmicro - the Falcon FH35 thermal 
monocular. The unit comes in a reinforced 
padded carrycase weighing 1325gm and 
roughly 245mm long, 200mm deep and 
100mm high.

Inside is the FH35, a padded neoprene 
travel sock, two HM-3632DC recharge-
able lithium-ion batteries (one’s a spare) 
with double-bay digital charger, a USB-C 
charging cable, cleaning cloth and quick-
start guide. There’s also a carry strap with 
pad for the travel bag and a neoprene-type 
neck strap. The monocular itself is 192mm 
long and 55mm in diameter at the widest 
point and weighs 565gm on my digital 
kitchen scales with battery fitted. The 
FH35 is slightly tapered from rear to front 
with a padded eyepiece behind a knurled 
focus ring which adjusts for the internal 
screen.

A wrist lanyard can be attached to both 
the left-hand and right-hand side of the 
unit. There are three control buttons as 
well as one power button on top , while the 
front of the FH35 features a larger, second 
rubberised-knurled focus ring which allows 
you to direct the device on objects in the 
distance. This objective lens is protected by 
a spring-loaded, pop-out lens cap.

The FH35 features greatly increased 
sensitivity with better quality imaging 
which makes animal detection much 
easier and has a built-in 64MB memory, 
allowing for hours of video and  photo-
graphic storage. I love the fact it comes 
with replaceable batteries rather than a 
‘battery pack’ type configuration as it makes 
replacing batteries and having spares much 
easier and cheaper. It’s claimed to have a 
detection range of 1800m and while I’m not 
sure exactly what that translates to, I can 
confirm I was easily able to identify man-
made structures at more than 1000m. 

In the field
After installing one of the provided 
batteries, ensuring correct polarity, the 

battery cover is closed and locked into 
place. The unit is turned on by a long press 
of the front power button and after a short 
warm-up period of about 12 seconds, the 
internal screen is visible. Adjust the ocular 
focus to suit your eyes and objective focus 
ring to suit the range to your target and 
you’re under way.

A short press on the centre menu button 
cycle takes you through the four thermal 
viewing options - white-hot, black-hot, 
fusion and red-hot. The remaining control 
buttons are intuitive and straightforward 
while the arrow button (the one closest 
to your eye) is to cycle through the zoom 
options of 1x, 2x, 4x, 8x and back to 1x.

I set up over an oats paddock on a prop-
erty with a fairly serious pig infestation, 
steadied the monocular on shooting sticks 
and began sweeping the surrounding area 
just after dark. After cycling through the 
available colour options I settled on black-
hot, where the thermal imprint of the object 
is black against a white background.

It takes a little while to get used to inter-
preting some ‘dark shapes’ but once you 
realise animals rarely stand still and warm 

Timed at 8pm and 
set for fox sighting.

The compact unit fits 
nicely in the hand.
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    BUY ANY ZEROTECH RIFLESCOPE
  BETWEEN AUGUST 3RD AND
JANUARY 31ST TO BE ELIGIBLE
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rocks and shrubs don’t move, it’s pretty 
clear-cut. Eventually a fox wandered into 
view and, being so easy to identify, I felt a 
bit foolish for staring at inanimate objects 
for so long. I ranged the fox at about 218m 
though sadly there was no shot offered due 
to machinery and sheds in the background.

In terms of distance, the FH35 is 
designed for long-range spotting with pig-
sized animals easily identifiable at more 
than 400m. With familiarity I was able to 
confidently call an animal’s species based 
not only on the size and shape of the 
thermal imprint but also the amount of 
movement.

On the second night I synced the Falcon 
to my android tablet which made a huge 
difference to my hunting mate Bammo, as 
he could now make out exactly what I was 
seeing in real time. He’d spent the previous 
night staring into blackness, waiting for 
me to give him a species and bearing so he 
could turn his scope-mounted torch on and 
take a shot. With the tablet he could take 
screenshots and videos as well as change 
numerous settings on the Hikmicro unit all 
via the touch-screen.

We spotted a large mob of pigs but with 
livestock in the background there was no 
shot available. I did spy a fox at 150m and 
gave Bammo the relevant ‘clock-position’, 
so he pointed his rifle and flipped on the 
scope-mounted light. The fox froze momen-
tarily, the .30-06 boomed and through a 
cloud of smoke I saw the redcoat drop, 
never to move again.

There are even more applications for 
the FH35 including a replacement for a 
vehicle-mounted spotlight. A number of 
after-market mounting options are avail-
able which allow for your thermal device 
to be mounted on your through-the-roof or 
window-attached remote spotlight handle. I 
have two mates who use this system - one 
drives while the other ‘swings’ the thermal 
and views the images via a tablet from the 
comfort of a vehicle. Using this method 
means driving lights can be run on low 
and there’s no ‘million-lumen’ spotlight to 
spook game (the same set-up can be used 
to run dogs).

Overall this is a terrific bit of kit. I did 
experience some minor glitching in the 
form of ‘screen-freeze’ but this wasn’t 
frequent and lasted less than a second. 
Another observation is your handheld laser 
rangefinder can’t be used in conjunction 
with a thermal monocular, as although the 
image is obvious through the viewfinder, as 
soon as you take it away you can’t see what 
you’re ranging in the dark.

The FH35 does have a rangefinder of 
sorts included which relies on knowing the 
approximate height of the target species. 
The various animals to choose from are 
all American species, so I selected a grey 
wolf with a nominal height of 0.8m (the 
set heights are adjustable) which is close 
enough to a large pig. After entering the 
ranging option you sight the ‘topline’ on 
the high point of the animal (usually the 
backline) and press the button, then put 
the ‘lowline’ on its feet or hooves and press 
the button again. The unit will calculate the 
distance based on its ‘ranged’ height and 
while this method is a little crude, it does 
give you some idea. Bammo and I found 
that ranging a few landmarks from various 
vantage points during the day provided a 
quick and reliable method of 
range estimation at night.

Battery life is said to be 
seven hours continuously 
running with Composite 
Video Blanking and Sync 
(CVBS) and hotspot func-
tion off (at 25C). The 
FH35 retails for $2999 
and there are four models 
to choose from. More at 
hikmicrotech.com   .

Come in from the cold

Within minutes the fox was spotted.

Red-hot selected. White-hot. Black-hot. Fusion.

Dual battery charger 
with digital display. 

I felt a bit 
foolish for staring 

at inanimate 
objects for 

so long
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CHRISTMAS SALE ALL OF DECEMBER 
AND JANUARY !!                                                                                     

SANTA HAS COME EARLY AGAIN BUT 
WILL STAY LONGER THIS TIME!!

MERRY XMAS

AKSP30EB Akkar Churchill 12GA 30” U/O Sporter Ejector Black Action  
5 Chokes Cased ..................................................................................... $1095
AKTR30E Akkar Churchill 12GA 30” Trap Ejector 5 Chokes Cased ...... $1295
AMR17HMRS Ruger American Rimfire 17HMR Synthetic Stainless ....... $775
AMR22LR Ruger American Rimfire 22LR Synthetic Blue ........................ $620
AMR22LRGW Ruger American Rimfire 22LR Go Wild Camo.................. $770
AMR22LRMG Ruger American Rimfire 22LR Muddy Girl Camo ............. $695
AMR22LRODG Ruger American Rimfire 22LR ODG Green .................... $695
AMR22LRS Ruger American Rimfire 22LR Synthetic Stainless  ............. $720
AMR22LRSW Ruger American Rimfire 22LR Stainless Walnut ............... $950
AMR22M Ruger American Rimfire 22 Magnum Synthetic Blue ............... $595
B22FVSS Savage B22 22LR Varmint Stainless ....................................... $695
B22MFV Savage B22 22 MAG Varmint Synthetic Blue ............................ $595

B22MFVSR Savage B22 22MAG Varmint Synthetic Blue  
16.5” Threaded Barrel .............................................................................. $650
B22MFVSS Savage B22 22MAG Varmint Synthetic Stainless ................ $730

70455 Marlin 1895BL Dark Edition Lever Action 45/70 1 only! ............. $2195
 
 
 

 
 
MA1895SBL Marlin 1895 SBL 45/70 Lever Action Stainless Big Loop .. $2395
77GS308B Ruger 77 Gunsite Scout Laminated Blue 16.5’bbl  
with flash hider 10RND MAG.................................................................. $1895
AMR223 Ruger American 223 Rifle Synthetic Blue.................................. $795
AMR243 Ruger American 243 Rifle Synthetic Blue.................................. $795
AMR270 Ruger American 270 Rifle Synthetic Blue.................................. $795
AMR308 Ruger American 308 Rifle Synthetic Blue.................................. $795
AMR3006 Ruger American 3006 Rifle Synthetic Blue.............................. $795
AMRGW3006 Ruger American 3006 Go Wild Camo ............................. $1025
AMRGW65C Ruger American 6.5cm Go Wild Camo ............................. $1025
AMRR223AR Ruger American Ranch Rifle 223 blue 16” threaded  
bbl/flash hider/ar style 10RND MAG......................................................... $895
AMRR300BAR Ruger American Ranch Rifle 300 Blackout 16” threaded bbl/
flash hider/ar style 10RND MAG .............................................................. $895 
 
 
 

BAW92465PRCCFDA Springfield 2020 Waypoint 6.5 PRC 24” Carbon 
Adjustable Ridgeline ............................................................................... $4295
SAPX9119LT Springfield 1911 Ronin Target 9mm Stainless Black, Adjustable 
Target Sights........................................................................................... $1695 
SAXDME95259BHC Springfield XDM Elite 9mm, Adjustable Target Sights, 
3 Mags & accessories ............................................................................. $1095
DI34EMSB177 Diana 34EMS Synthetic 177 Air Rifle 890 fps.................. $495
DI260177 Diana 260 Synthetic Gas Ram 177 Air Rifle 935fps ................ $220
DI21PFBB177 Diana 21 Panther 177 Air Rifle with 4x Scope  
and mounts 575fps ................................................................................... $230
AK81230E Akkar Churchill 812 12GA 30” U/O Sporter Ejector  
5 Chokes, Case ...................................................................................... $1095

AKSP30E Akkar Churchill 12GA 30” U/O Sporter Ejector  
5 Chokes Cased ....................................................................................  $1095 

OTHER GOODIES IN SANTA’S BAG
IA612 iAiming Game Changer 2.4-19.2x42 Thermal Scope 1 only ....... $4795
IA617 iAiming Game Changer 1.6-12.8x40 Thermal Scope 1 only ....... $3095
BURT3940BS11 Bushnell Trophy XLT 3-9x40 DOA QBR  
With Weaver Rings....................................................$195
BURP3120BS3 Bushnell Prime 3-12x40 Multi X Air Rifle 
Scope ........................................................................$295
BUREL2104BS3 Bushnell Elite 4500 2.5-10x40 Multi X .......................... $450
BU1199383 Bushnell Trophy Cam 20mp Single Core Brown  
No Glow Trail Cam ................................................................................... $275
BU66062BF Bushnell Spot On Trail Cam 18mp Tan Low Glow 
2 Pack. Yes 2! for .............................................................. $230
BULE1300SBL Bushnell Engage 1300 6x24 Lrf Adv Target  
Detection Rangefinder.........................................................$320
BULE1700SBL Bushnell Engage 1700 6x24 Lrf Adv Target  
Detection Rangefinder .............................................................................. $370
BU150142 Bushnell H2O BAK4 10x42 Binoculars................................... $195
BU210142 Bushnell All Purpose 10x42 Black Roof Prism Binoculars ....... $85
BG1099442 Bog Death Grip Clamping Tripod ......................................... $340
CALD-LS3 Caldwell Lead Sled 3.............................................................. $375
CALD-FCRFL Caldwell Full Length Fire Control Rest .............................. $795
CALD-LSS Caldwell Lead Sled Solo ........................................................ $225

FIREARM SPECIALS

FIREARM SPECIALS

Australi
a’s 

Gunshop
WHERE EVERYDAY 

IS A SALE DAY!

NOW YOU CAN SHOP ONLINE - www.hpgs.com.au

AVAILABLE ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST
Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide

1848 The Horsley Drive HORSLEY PARK NSW 2175  PHONE 02 9620 1313  EMAIL sales@hpgs.biz
ABN 85 003 914 850 DLN 410 582 683  •  ALL PRICES INCLUDE GST AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE  •  WWW.HORSLEYPARKGUNSHOP.COM.AU
Please Note: Some items listed above may sellout before ad is released.  While this is unavoidable we will endeavour to keep prices as marked but may change without notice. 
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F rom the outset I’d like to 
make it perfectly clear the 
Millthorpe Hunter wasn’t my 
idea, it came from the fertile 

brain of Steve Hurt from Outer Edge 
Projectiles. Like all life-long hunters 
he knows what he likes in a knife so 
when he asked me to come up with 
a custom-made one, I agreed so long 
as he provided a concept drawing of 
what he wanted. Within a week or so 
he’d emailed me a sketch and after 
some discussion and minor tweaking, 
I made a full-size drawing which in 
turn was used to create a cardboard, 
then a thin steel template so the 
design was reproduceable should it be 
required again.

Given that Steve hails from 
Millthorpe in Central NSW, the name 
for the knife was a no-brainer, neces-
sary to distinguish it from other 
patterns I keep in a drawer in my 
workshop. Thus was the Millthorpe 
Hunter born. The profile was cut from 
a length of 4.5x40mm 1084 flat steel 
with a small disc grinder then finished 
to shape on my belt grinder.

The bevels were then ground and 
polished, the notch for the finger 
guard cut and filed to size and holes 
for the finger guard pins and handle 
screws drilled in the tang to attach the 
scales. The blank was then hardened 
and tempered to specifications in my 
electric kiln. The finger guard was 
made from 9.5x38mm brass bar, slotted 
on a milling machine then hand-fitted 
to a snug push fit. The guard is retained 
on the knife by the quality of the fit and 
a couple of transverse, annealed brass 
pins rivetted into tapered holes in the 
guard to ensure it’ll never move.

On the first knife the scales were 
made from red gum, glued and secured 

to the tang with Corby bolts. Both the 
guard and scales were then shaped to 
final size on the belt grinder to ensure 

Living

John Dunn 
and the tale of 
the Millthorpe 

Hunters
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edge

The large Milthorpe Hunter showing the 
plain and finger groove variations. Scale 

material is red gum (right) and black wood.

they married together perfectly. After 
hand-sanding with 240 grit wet and dry, the 
scales were treated with multiple applica-
tions of Tru Oil gunstock finish which does 
a great job of bringing up the wood grain. 
All the metalwork was then polished to 
a bright finish and a fitted buffalo leather 
sheath made to suit the knife.

Steve was rather pleased with the 
finished article and duly reported back 
to me on how the knife performed in the 
field. In one culling session he skinned 
and dressed three goats for table fare then 
butchered a further 12 for dog meat before 
the blade needed a touch-up. That’s music 
to a knife-makers ears, practically demon-
strating the heat treatment of the blade is 
close to the mark.

Better still he had a mate with him who 
was suitably impressed by what he saw, 
made an enquiry about where the knife 
had come from, then ordered a similar 
one as a birthday present for his daughter, 
albeit with a slightly smaller handle to 
suit her hands. Making that second knife 
with slightly reduced dimensions had me 
thinking about the possibilities and the 
original design has now morphed into three 
models which share a common design 
origin but are all different in terms of blade 
thickness, depth and length, handle length 
and finished length.

The original (large) Millthorpe Hunter 
had a 4.5mm thick blade as that’s what 
Steve asked for. With all the knives I’ve 
produced since, I’ve used 3.3mm steel. This 
reduces overall weight and improves the 
feel of the knife in the hand, a small refine-
ment on what was already a very handy 
piece of kit. While the depth of the blade 
is set at 30mm, the length can easily be 
altered to suit individual hunters’ require-
ments, as can length of handle.

The shape of the handle has also 
changed to now include a finger spur for 
a little more control. I’m still grinding 
straight handles as per the original but 
most buyers seem to prefer the additional 

on the
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HANDGUN
AUSTRALIAN & NEW ZEAL AND

ISSUE 22  O U T  N O W
Taurus TX22: Grabs the bull by the horns

Smith & Wesson Competitor: Revamped and rockin’
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E Chimera PB - 223

0428 453 425
huntsshootingsupplies.com.au

Our Push Button 223 Features the ever popular, 
Push Button mechanism, located on the FOREND 
for a complete user friendly experience.
Comes with a 16” barrel, 1:7 twist, synthetic stock, 
and 2 x 5 round magazines.

Push Button Rifle
RRP $1895

Taking Orders NOW
Call for your nearest stockist.

Dealer Enquiries Welcome

Living on the edge

finger groove. Scale materials used to 
date include red gum, red box, yellow box, 
white box, gidgee, black wood and walnut, 
all of which I have in my growing collection 
of handle material.

The middle-sized Millthorpe Hunter 
remains essentially the same as its larger 
progenitor except the depth of the blade 
has been reduced to 25mm to make it more 
suitable for medium-sized game, though 
it will work on larger animals if required. 
The options for blade and handle lengths 
can be varied to suit individual needs as can 
preferred handle materials.

The small option has a blade depth of 
20mm and is designed to be used as a bird 
and trout or bunny knife. The length of 

both blade and handle have also been set 
but variations in both can be made to suit. 
Though small Corby bolts are available, to 
date I’ve also used brass pins to secure the 
handle scales.

When I made the original Millthorpe 
Hunter it was done as a favour for a friend. 
Neither of us could’ve imagined that in 
just a few months one knife would have 
evolved into a (small) series, which to 
date has been very well received by the 
hunters and fishers who now own them. 
All the feedback I’ve received has included 
positive comments on how well the blades 
hold their edges, exactly what I wanted 
when I bought a kiln to ensure I could get 
the hardening and tempering process right 
every time.

A consequence of making these knives 
has been a need to provide them with a 
suitable sheath, which has taken me back 
to the basic leather working I first dabbled 
with way back in the early 1970s. As a 
result, I’m spending as much time in the 
workshop now as I was at the computer 
when writing was more important. It still 
is I suppose but clearly my priorities have 
changed and in that respect the Millthorpe 
Hunters have a lot to answer for.

Next edition: The Murganella Hunters.Steve Hurt’s original drawing 
for the knife he wanted.

Though they vary in size, component parts of the 
Millthorpe Hunters are the same. This is a small 
Hunter with 10cm blade. Handle material is NT 
ghost gum, brass Corby bolts to attach the scales 
and a 416 stainless steel finger guard and pin..
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7-Shot Magazine
.223

8-Shot Magazine
.22-250/243/6.5CM/308

HI-CAPACITY MAGAZINES
Now avai lable separately in:

+ Burris XTB Bases Rem 700

+ Burris 1" ZEE Rings Medium

+ Franchi Raptor Sling

+ Franchi Gun Bag (Camo or Brown)

+ Franchi Cap

PREVAIL 3-9X40 SCOPE

Features:
- 3 lug fluted bolt with 60° lift
- Adjustable trigger
- Cold hammer forged barrel
- Muzzle thread

SUB-MOA 
GUARANTEE

7 YEAR
WARRANTY

HORIZON
FRANCHI
BLUED SYNTHETIC

I NC L U D E S

OR

PACKAGE PRICE

$1,299RRP

SAVE OVER $470!
Available for a limited time only

HUNTER’S PACK

www.berettaaustralia.com.au/dealers

VISIT ONE OF OUR DEALERS TODAY
Proudly distributed by
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Nextorch is one of the world’s 
leading manufacturers of portable 
lighting products which range 
from specialised equipment for 

military, law enforcement and tactical to 
numerous outdoor applications. Under 
review here is the T7 Max Hunting Kit, a 
robust package that’ll meet the demands of 
hunters in the field.

What immediately caught my eye in the 
T7 is its lithium 4800 mAh 21700 Li-ion 
battery which, on its most powerful setting 
(Turbo), gives an impressive three hours 
of constant run time with light output at 
a whopping 1200 lumens! On its lowest 
setting you can expect a staggering 80 
hours of run time at 21 lumens, so gone 
are the days of having to replace batteries 
every few hours. It can be charged via a 
USB port, which gives you the handy option 
of being able to boost it in the car when 
you’re on the road.

The unit weighs just 225g (without 
battery) making it a relatively light option 
to mount atop your riflescope as opposed to 
other products out there which are substan-
tially heavier. Beam distance is claimed at 
a maximum of 1100m. The casing of the 
T7 is of robust aluminium, which gives the 
torch a barrier of resistance against the 
elements. It’s also claimed to be waterproof 
to two metres, so if you do accidentally drop 
it there’s no need to worry as Nextorch 
warrant this product for five years.

Unboxing it, the T7 Max Hunting Kit 
features a switch harness which plugs 
into the back of the torch, a quick-release 
mount to attach it to a riflescope and a USB 
charging cable. Nextorch have finished this 

Leading light
Nick Rositano puts the Nextorch T7 to the test

unit exceptionally well and for testing I 
attached it to my .17 Cometa air rifle to take 
care of some pigeons causing havoc at a 
family friend’s hobby farm.

Although my air rifle isn’t at the lighter 
end of the scale, on fitting the Nextorch 
above the scope I hardly noticed the differ-
ence weight-wise and after several hours 
one night bowling over pigeons, I was most 
impressed by how the T7 performed. I 
found myself sticking to the lower settings 
rather than the turbo option, though if I was 
doing more long-range shooting the latter 
would certainly have been preferred.

The torch did its job superbly and 
through the scope I’d no problem identi-
fying my targets as for a unit so small it 
really does pack a punch (seven different 
modes can be flicked through using and 
holding the main power button). I didn’t 
have to recharge it over the weekend but 
on the drive home I topped it up for my 
next outing. When the light flashes blue you 

know it’s still in the charging phase and on 
turning solid blue it’s fully charged.

The Nextorch T7 can be used as a 
normal handheld torch for hiking and other 
outdoor pursuits and features a belt clip, 
so when not being used on a riflescope can 
be attached with ease. The quick-release 
mount which attaches it to your scope is 
surprisingly sturdy and even with a couple 
of bumps during use it didn’t move, though 
can still be removed from the scope in a 
matter of seconds.

Torches have come a long way over the 
years, especially considering what’s on the 
market today with LED globes as opposed 
to halogen. Not only have they become 
more powerful, they’re also far more 
compact and lighter to offer the best of both 
worlds. Nextorch is at the forefront of these 
technological advances as demonstrated in 
the T7 and on shopping about you should 
find it for around the $300 mark, a fair price 
compared to some of its rivals.   .

The unit added hardly 
any weight to the 

overall set-up.
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Starting from $349
Cheapest Australian Made Swag
Available in: SGL, KS, DBL

$229
KB1217

$95
KB4062PK

Starting from $119
Features:
•Made from 14oz heavy duty 14 oz rip top canvas
•All canvas breathable, water and rot proofed
•HD 38mm webbing carry straps
•HD #10 spiral zip with lockable slider
•14mm Thick foam padded soft touch inner lining
Sizing Guide: 44” x 10”, 48” x 10”,  
52 “ x 12”, 52” x 8”

P: (08) 9274 1997
E: info@aussieoutbacksupplies.com

www.aussieoutbacksupplies.com
               @aussieoutbacksupplies

AOS TRADITIONAL SWAG

USA MADE USMC 
W/ Leather Sheath

Folding knife 
AUS8A Pink

AOS STD RIFLE BAG

DEALERS WANTED AUSTRALIA WIDE! WEBSITE WHOLESALE ORDER PORTAL LIVE NOW.

$263.25
1,300LM / 420M
T7HUNTINGSETV2

Rechargeable Hunting Set Long 
Range Torch

$342.50
1,200LM / 1,100M
T7MAXHUNTINGSET Rifle and scope not included

$115
PS31001

$62.50
RH0126SK

$219
RHGRKPBU

$219
RP11003

$185
RH5289

$89
SC1PS8WG+S

$110.25
LSLKC03

$125
SCKPBUW

$69
YU8OT 

$67.50
YU152OT

$72
YU96OT

$99.37
ELD10F

$145
SCKPAPBK

$295
BS1000

Rechargeable Hunting Set Extra Long 
Range Torch

USA MADE DLX 
Arkansas Honing Kit

Green River Carbon 
Skinner

Green River Knife 
Pack

Survival Spear 44” 
Dbl Edge

Traditional Butchers 
Cleaver 2Lbs Weight 

Pig Sticking knife Glow 
HNDL Dbl Edge

Sharpening Kit 
3 Stones

Sicut Butchers 
Knife Pack

3 Blade Stockman

Sharp Finger W/
Leather Sheath

2 Blade Trapper 

Diamond Steel Fine 
Cut

All Purpose 
Knife Pack

Blade Sharpener 
W/ Flip Over

Over 1400+ Products 
Stocked In Australia

Scan to see our catalogue

Starting from $189
Features:
•Made from 14oz heavy duty 14 oz rip top canvas
•Second layer of 16oz ripstop canvas around base
•All canvas breathable, water and rot proofed
•HD 50mm webbing carry straps
•HD #10 spiral zip with dual lockable sliders
•1” Thick foam padded soft touch inner lining
•Full length zipped pocket along front of bag
Sizing Guide: 40” x 10”, 44” x 10”, 46” x 12”, 48” x 10”, 52” x 
8”, 52” x 12”, 52” x 14”, 56” x 14”, 63” x 14”

AOS DLX RIFLE BAG

AUSSIE OUTBACK SUPPLIES
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Get in early and be organised. Beat the Christmas rush! Order now!

Shop now for exclusive SSAA products, 
including clothing, camping, accessories, 
knives, books and more.

Do you know somebody who’s hard buy for? Try these amazing 
Christmas packs, perfect for that special person!

See the complete range of products in our Online Shop

$42

SSAA Cool-Dri 
Polo Shirt
The SSAA Cool-Dri JB Polo is navy blue with white 
trim and made with a moisture wicking material, so 
you will always feel dry and cool.

The polo comes is sizes ranging from S to 5XL.

Great caps in a variety of colours with embroidered 
logos on the front.

$19.95

SSAA Caps

$34.95

Snake Bite Kit
In the SSAA Snake Bite Kit are two snake bite 
indicator bandages and an easy to follow first-aid 
guide specific to snake bites. Along with other 
necessary bandages, the kit is compact and 
packaged in a durable, soft canvas bag that can 
be worn on a belt, making is easy to take it with 
you wherever you go. $59.95

SSAA Schrade 
Multi-Tool Silver
This handy tool can be stowed safely in its sturdy, 
fold flap pouch and securely closed with a tough 
Velcro patch. The belt/loop system helps you keep 
track of your multi tool so you can cut, file, pry and 
pinch your way through any job. 

$24.95

SSAA Camping 
Lantern

This lantern is lightweight and ultrabright, with 450 
lumens. Simply pull the SSAA Pop Up Camping 
Lantern upwards to turn on and push closed to turn 
it off. When you want overhead light, use the metal 
‘arms’ to easily hang it. Runs on three AA batteries.

Crib $34.95  Tote $24.95

SSAA Cooler Bag - Crib & Tote

Help keep your drinks and snacks cool with the SSAA Cooler 
Bag. Made from waterproof black canvas with a fully insulat-
ed lining, it is perfect for taking a snack to the range, drinks 
out in the field and, of course, getting groceries! Helping to 
reduce clutter, you can collapse it when it’s not in use.
Made by Rugged Xtremes, you can be sure the SSAA Cooler 
Bag is tough enough to handle whatever you want to throw 
in there. 

Crib Tote

Pin $29.95
Cloth badge $19.95

To celebrate the SSAA’s 75th anniversary we 
have a special production run of 75-year 
anniversary pins and cloth badges.

The 75-year anniversary pins are uniquely 
numbered and measure 25mm x 30mm 
(approximately). The 75-year cloth badges 
measure 75mm x 60mm (approximately).

SSAA turns 75 this year!

$84.95

SSAA Bush Kettle
These custom-made bush kettles run on a few 
twigs and leaves and will boil water in less than 
10 minutes. Simply take a handful of twigs/leaves 
and kindling then place under the kettle and light 
it - the clever design directs heat into the kettle to 
boil the water. 
The kettle can be used with gas stoves and has a 
stainless construction.

$12.95 $14.95

Great Australian Outdoors Issue 4

We accentuate our great outdoors with 194 pages of 
‘destination, exploration and conservation.’ A whole 
gamut of destinations have been explored, covering all 
compass points around this vast island. The plight of 
wildlife is put under the microscope in our extensive foray 
into conservational issues. And if you are planning an 
ambitious travel itinerary, there are tips to take on board 
among a raft of feature articles.

Members Non members 

SANTA’S SPECIALS

NOW ONLY $89.95
Valued at $114.25

NOW ONLY $54.95Valued at $79.25

NOW ONLY $44.95
Valued at $56.55

NOW ONLY $54.95
Valued at $72.50
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Get in early and be organised. Beat the Christmas rush! Order now!

Shop now for exclusive SSAA products, 
including clothing, camping, accessories, 
knives, books and more.

Do you know somebody who’s hard buy for? Try these amazing 
Christmas packs, perfect for that special person!

See the complete range of products in our Online Shop

$42

SSAA Cool-Dri 
Polo Shirt
The SSAA Cool-Dri JB Polo is navy blue with white 
trim and made with a moisture wicking material, so 
you will always feel dry and cool.

The polo comes is sizes ranging from S to 5XL.

Great caps in a variety of colours with embroidered 
logos on the front.

$19.95

SSAA Caps

$34.95

Snake Bite Kit
In the SSAA Snake Bite Kit are two snake bite 
indicator bandages and an easy to follow first-aid 
guide specific to snake bites. Along with other 
necessary bandages, the kit is compact and 
packaged in a durable, soft canvas bag that can 
be worn on a belt, making is easy to take it with 
you wherever you go. $59.95

SSAA Schrade 
Multi-Tool Silver
This handy tool can be stowed safely in its sturdy, 
fold flap pouch and securely closed with a tough 
Velcro patch. The belt/loop system helps you keep 
track of your multi tool so you can cut, file, pry and 
pinch your way through any job. 

$24.95

SSAA Camping 
Lantern

This lantern is lightweight and ultrabright, with 450 
lumens. Simply pull the SSAA Pop Up Camping 
Lantern upwards to turn on and push closed to turn 
it off. When you want overhead light, use the metal 
‘arms’ to easily hang it. Runs on three AA batteries.

Crib $34.95  Tote $24.95

SSAA Cooler Bag - Crib & Tote

Help keep your drinks and snacks cool with the SSAA Cooler 
Bag. Made from waterproof black canvas with a fully insulat-
ed lining, it is perfect for taking a snack to the range, drinks 
out in the field and, of course, getting groceries! Helping to 
reduce clutter, you can collapse it when it’s not in use.
Made by Rugged Xtremes, you can be sure the SSAA Cooler 
Bag is tough enough to handle whatever you want to throw 
in there. 

Crib Tote

Pin $29.95
Cloth badge $19.95

To celebrate the SSAA’s 75th anniversary we 
have a special production run of 75-year 
anniversary pins and cloth badges.

The 75-year anniversary pins are uniquely 
numbered and measure 25mm x 30mm 
(approximately). The 75-year cloth badges 
measure 75mm x 60mm (approximately).

SSAA turns 75 this year!

$84.95

SSAA Bush Kettle
These custom-made bush kettles run on a few 
twigs and leaves and will boil water in less than 
10 minutes. Simply take a handful of twigs/leaves 
and kindling then place under the kettle and light 
it - the clever design directs heat into the kettle to 
boil the water. 
The kettle can be used with gas stoves and has a 
stainless construction.

$12.95 $14.95

Great Australian Outdoors Issue 4

We accentuate our great outdoors with 194 pages of 
‘destination, exploration and conservation.’ A whole 
gamut of destinations have been explored, covering all 
compass points around this vast island. The plight of 
wildlife is put under the microscope in our extensive foray 
into conservational issues. And if you are planning an 
ambitious travel itinerary, there are tips to take on board 
among a raft of feature articles.

Members Non members 

SANTA’S SPECIALS

NOW ONLY $89.95
Valued at $114.25

NOW ONLY $54.95Valued at $79.25

NOW ONLY $44.95
Valued at $56.55

NOW ONLY $54.95
Valued at $72.50
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Competition News  ONLINE AT SSAA.ORG.AU/DISCIPLINES

SSAA National Event  
Cancellation/
Postponement Policy

SSAA National championship 
events may be subject to border 
controls and other COVID-19 
impacts. In addition to general 
border closures, many states and 
territories may prohibit persons 
from known COVID hotspots. 
An event may be postponed or 
cancelled at any time by SSAA 
National, SSAA State Office or club 
directive.
It is recommended competitors 
consider any potential COVID-19 
impacts on travel, accommodation 
plans and insurances etc. SSAA 
National will not be liable for 
reimbursement to competitors 
for any costs associated with a 
postponed or cancelled SSAA 
National championship event for 
any reason, including COVID-19. 
Competitors planning to attend an 
event should consider options for 
free cancellation or refund of travel 
and accommodation costs where 
available.

National  

National Muzzle Loading 
Postal Shooter
July 1–December 31, 2023
Program: 1 x Military 50m offhand 
Class 1; 1 x Traditional 50m offhand 
Class 2; 1 x Flintlock 50m offhand; 
1 x 100m bench rest Class 1 & 2; 
1 x 100m bench rest Class 3; 1 x 
25m Precision revolver Class 1& 3; 
1 x 25m Precision pistol Class 2; 1 
x 25m Snap pistol Class 1 & 2; 1 x 
Percussion shotgun; 1 x 100m bench 
rest BP Cartridge. Matches to be shot 
during programmed matches at your 
range and scores witnessed by range 
officer. Rule Book Number 8 applies. 
All scores to the Muzzle Loading 
Chairman by end of December; results 
announced January. Medals sent by 
end of February. All targets signed by 
Range Officer; include name/address 
of competitors and the event entering. 
Send scores to Steve Nicholas National 
Discipline Chairman; GPO Box 2013, 
Adelaide South Australia 5001 or 
muzzleloading@disciplines.ssaa.org.au, 
secretary@ssaapara.org.au

Australian Sporting Clays 
National Championship
February 3-4, 2024
T42 Riddell Range, 770 Woodsdale 
Rd Runnymede, Tasmania. Program: 
Saturday 3rd - 100 targets; Sunday 
4th - 100 targets. Nominations open via 
postage. MCMS opening soon. Rules: 
Current version of National shotgun 
rules. Be aware of rule changes. Prizes: 
Medallions, sashes and raffles open over 
the weekend. You must be present to 
win raffle prizes. Facilities: Unpowered 
campsites with toilets/laundry. No 
showers or campfires. Fully catered 
canteen all weekend. Event Contact: 
Dale Foggo dalepest@msn.com or 
0408361638.

National 5 Stand Clay Target 
Championships
February 10-11, 2024
SSAA Tasmania (T42) Riddell Range, 770 
Woodsdale Rd, Runnymede, Tasmania.
Program: Saturday and Sunday 100 
targets each. Nominations by post with 
cheque or via MCMS after November. 
Nominations on the day will incur a late 
fee. Rule book 4.3 to apply. There are 
modified rules so please read up on 
them. Sashes, medallions and prizes with 
lucky entry raffle. Range has camping, 
with toilets/laundry, hot water but no 
showers. No campfires allowed. Contact 
Dale Foggo on dalepest@msn.com or 
0408 361 638.

showers, $10 per person per night, 
juniors no charge. Contact: Mark 0401 
867 839 or email mnl1@live.com.au 
or Scott 0411 465 254.

NSW  
Handgun Rendezvous
February 2-4, 2024
Windamere Shooting Complex, NSW
Program: Two Black Powder matches, six 
main Handgun matches (count towards 
score in your nominated category), full 
details on National website. Facilities: 
Free basic camping for tents/caravans 
with toilets and showers, lunches and 
drinks for sale, range dinner for purchase 
Saturday night. Contact: Graham Roberts 
0429 839 622 or grahamproberts5@
gmail.com.

Tas  
SSAA Tasmania STATE Lever 
Action Silhouette Title
March 9-11, 2024
Westbury Shooting Club (T05), 1053 
Birralee Road, Westbury, TAS
Program: Friday practice after I2pm. 
Saturday Match 1 Big Bore Lever Action 
Silhouette 80 shots. Sunday Match 2 
Pistol Cartridge Lever Action Silhouette 
80 shots. Monday Match 3 Rimfire Lever 
Action Silhouette 80 shots. Presentations 
to follow. Matches follow current SSAA 
Lever Action Official National Rules. 
Entrance fees include breakfast and lunch 
each day for competitors. Small fee for 
non-competitors. Basic camping with 
toilets only. Tank water, no electricity and 
no fires. Entries available from admin@
westburyshooting.club
Fees direct deposit or cash/cheque on 
the day. Contact Steve Collins on 0459 
834 885 or the above email. Fees: Adults 
$30/match or $80 total. Juniors $10/
match or $25 total. Full details on SSAA 
National website.

Qld  
SSAA Qld Long Range 
Precision Championship
May 24-26, 2024
Host: SSAA Luna, Captain's Mountain 
Complex
Program: 23 May range open for Zero 
checking 2pm. 24th - 8am sign-on, 
9am start; Match 1 Rimfire 150m on 
Mini-core Target; Match 2 - Rimfire 
250m on Mini-core Target. 25th - 8am 

SSAA Gallery Rifle National 
Championships
March 2-3, 2024
SSAA Ipswich, Millmerran Downs, Qld
Program: March 1: Practice; March 2: 
50m Precision, T&P 1, 1500 Match; 
March 3: Multi-target, Granet, 1020 
Match in Classic. Prizes: National 
medals for 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Facilities: 
Accommodation units on-site, camping 
available. Contact: Don Robinson 0428 
986 070.

SSAA National Lever Action 
Silhouette Title
March 23-25, 2024
Westbury Shooting Club (T05), 1053 
Birralee Road, Westbury, TAS
Program: Friday practice after I2pm. 
Saturday Match 1 Big Bore Lever Action 
Silhouette 80 shots. Sunday Match 2 
Pistol Cartridge Lever Action Silhouette 
80 shots. Monday Match 3 Rimfire Lever 
Action Silhouette 80 shots. Presentations 
to follow. Matches follow current SSAA 
Lever Action Official National Rules. 
Fees include breakfast and lunch each 
day for competitors. Small fee for non-
competitors. Camping with toilets, tank 
water, no electricity or fires. Entry form 
from admin@westburyshooting.club
Fees direct deposit or cash/cheque. 
Contact Steve Collins 0459 834 885 or 
via above email address. Fees: Adults 
$30/match or $80 all. Juniors $10/match 
or $25 all. Full details on SSAA National 
website. 

ACT 

Early Australia Day Rifle 
Metallic Silhouette State 
Championship
January 19-21, 2024
Majura Range, ACT
Program: Friday: 80 shots air rifle; 
Saturday: 80 shots rimfire; Sunday: 80 
shots centrefire. Facilities: Camping 
with water, power and showers, 
$10 per person per night, juniors no 
charge, canteen facilities all weekend. 
Contact: Mark 0401 867 839 or email 
mnl1@live.com.au or Scott 0411 465 
254.

Black Powder Cartridge Rifle 
Silhouette State Championship
January 22, 2024
Majura Range, ACT
Program: Dawn to 8am practice 
and weigh-in, 8.30 Black Powder 
Cartridge Rifle match; 2pm 40 shots 
Black Powder Cartridge Rifle. Facilities: 
Camping with water, power and 

sign-on; 9am start. Match 3 - Centrefire 
500m on Mini-core Target; Match 4 - 
Centrefire 600m on Mini-core Target. 
26th - 8am sign-on, 9am start; Match 
5 - Centrefire 800m on Core Target; 
Match 6 - Centrefire 1000m on Core 
Target. Nominations from SSAA website. 
Send to Secretary: luna@ssaaqld.org.au 
or PO Box 101, Inglewood, Qld 4387. 
Rimfire: $50, Centrefire: $60, all events 
$80, single event $25, juniors half price. 
Pay by 25 May. Cash on the day. Event 
is for Rimfire and/or Centrefire Class A 
or Class H of the Rifle Field Events. SSAA 
Long Range Precision Shooting Official 
Rule Book No. 1 applies. State medals 
for 1st-3rd for Rimfire, Centrefire Class 
A and Class H and Juniors, Aggregates 
and Teams medals. Cabins and camping 
available. See SSAA website for pricing. 
Contact: Richard White (07) 4652 4270.
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FIREARMS 
LAWYER

Get help from 4-time Olympic shooter  
and lawyer, Glenn Kable

Get the right legal advice!
Available Australia-wide.

Having spent a lifetime around the sport, I have an intimate 
knowledge of the workings of all the bodies affecting the 
decision-making process, whether it is police or courts, 

local councils or governments, clubs or associations.
For a no-obligation assessment, phone 0407 962 200  

or email glenn@hartmann.net.au
mail@hartmann.net.au

NATIONAL
/ssaainc

/ssaainc

/AWSMag

/australianwomensshooter_
mag

/GreatAustralianOutdoors

/great_australian_outdoors

Great Australian

OUTDOORS

/SSAAFarmerAssist

/AustralianHunterMagazine

stay  in touch!

youtube.com/ssaatv

ssaa.org.au

JUNIORJUNIOR
Sponsor a

SSAA Member Alert
Members are reminded that if you are using 
membership of the SSAA as your genuine 
reason for your firearms licence, you must 
ensure you renew your SSAA membership in 
time. Please be aware that state and territory 
police firearms registries regularly cross-check 
firearm licences and your member status. To 
support your genuine reason and keep your 
firearms licence and to make sure that SSAA 
can support you, make sure you renew your 
SSAA membership.

SSAA National’s ‘Sponsor a Junior’ 
campaign was launched to help introduce 
youngsters to recreational shooting. Juniors 
are essential to the ongoing strength and 

vitality of the SSAA and we are seeking your 
support to protect and ensure the future of 

the shooting sports in Australia.
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SSAA Membership Office, PO Box 282, Plumpton, NSW 2761
Phone 02 8805 3900   Fax 02 9832 9377   Email membership@ssaa.org.au

NEW   RENEWAL     Have you been a member before? Yes/No  

Title (PLEASE CIRCLE) Mr Miss Ms Mrs Other ..............      Preferred SSAA Branch  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    
First name  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I
Middle name I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Last name  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I
Residential address I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Town/suburb I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  State I  I  I  I  Postcode   I  I  I  I  I           

Postal address I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Town/suburb I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  State I  I  I  I Postcode   I  I  I  I  I 

Phone (Mobile) I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    (Home)  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 

Email   I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I   I  I   I          
        
  

Enclosed is payment for the amount of $................ 

 Cheque   Money order    MasterCard   Visa

Card number       

Expiry date    Signature..............................................
Cheques payable to the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.

Membership No.

     

ABN 95 050 209 688
           MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)

August 2023

Date of birth             I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I   Male      Female       Other  

Tick to subscribe to the FREE SSAA National E-newsletter via email

SIGNATURE:........................... 
 
DATE:.....................................

PLEASE
READ AND SIGN

Refund Policy: Subject to Australian 
law, membership fees are not 
refundable, nor can they be 
transferred.

Members join a SSAA state or 
territory branch. The information 
you provide on this form will be 
disclosed to the state or territory 
branch of the SSAA to which your 
membership application relates. A 
copy of SSAA Inc’s privacy policy can 
be found at ssaa.org.au/privacy. You 
can obtain access to your personal 
information by writing to: SSAA, PO 
Box 2520, Unley SA 5061.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Choose the firearms 
protection offer

 

  

02 8805 3900

Want to know more?
Call us at SSAA

Each category has access to the digital version of the  
Australian Shooter magazine -11 issues per year.

Parent’s or guardian’s signature

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES AND SPECIAL OFFERS

$115 $100 Adult (over 18 years) 

$150 $135              Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms  
                     Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

 $75 Additional Family Member (No magazine) Applies to each additional person  
  over 18 residing at the same address as a full-subscription Adult member.              

 
$110

              Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms  
                    Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

$90 $75 Pensioner Available on production or photocopy of  
  both sides of your Australian Concession Card.

$125 $110                   Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms  

                    Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

$575 $500 5-year Adult Contact SSAA for SSAA MUTUAL firearms protection information.

$2300 $2000 Member for Life Contact SSAA for SSAA MUTUAL firearms protection information.

$195 $110 Overseas Available to members living overseas.

$27  Junior (under 18 years)                                                     ..............................................................

     
Supporting 

Adult member No.

SIGN UP ONLINE 

ssaa.org.au

Complete this section ONLY 
if you wish to use your 
membership of the SSAA to 
support your Genuine Reason 
for having a firearms licence.
Register your SSAA activities by 
marking one or more of the 
following boxes:

TARGET SHOOTING 
(longarms only)

HUNTING 
(club membership)  

COLLECTING

HUNTING OTHER
(R licence, property  
owner/permission)

ATTENTION 
NSW & ACT 
MEMBERS

Member referral number if applicable

I also wish to donate the following 

amount to the SSAA  $...................

TICK IF TAKING OUT SSAA MUTUAL MEMBER FIREARMS PROTECTION. I understand that the Firearms  
Statement of Protection for SSAA MUTUAL Members Firearms Protection is on ssaamutual.com.au for my reference.

MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION

and for just $35 you 
get $25,000 worth 

of firearms and fixed 
accessories cover. 

This application is made in full 
recognition of the Associations’ 
requirement for responsible and 
ethical behaviour. I undertake to 
do all in my power to preserve the 
good image of the sport and the 
Associations. I understand that 
members breaking the Code of 
Conduct and/or Social Media  
Policies may be subject to  
suspension or expulsion. Both can 
be found at ssaa.org.au/code

Print & Digital 
Australian 
Shooter

Digital only 
Australian 
Shooter

 Add the Australian Hunter 
to your membership  
annually for only

$34

$64 overseas

Tick the box to get four 
issues of Australia’s 
best hunting magazine 
delivered to your door

ADD THE HUNTER
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AUSTRALIAN SHOOTER is published monthly and is printed by IVE, 
83 Derby St, Silverwater, NSW 2128.

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc (SSAA Inc) is 
subject to the provisions of the National Privacy Act. We collect 
personal information from members of the Sporting Shooters’ 
Association of Australia in the various states and territories. Should 
you want a copy of the SSAA Inc Privacy Statement or seek further 
information please write to PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 5061.

Freelance contributions are welcome. We do, however, recommend 
that potential authors contact the office prior to story drafting. 
Manuscripts and digital files may be sent to the address shown above. 
No responsibility is taken for the loss or damage of manuscripts or 
photographic material. 

While the publishers exercise due care with regard to handloading 
data, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and/or omissions, 
or any damage suffered as a consequence.

Please note that certain firearm types and accessories advertised in 
the Australian Shooter may not be legally available in all states and 
territories. Please check with your local authorities before ordering. 
Neither the AS nor any of its advertisers accept responsibility in 
this matter. No text or photographs within the magazine may be 
republished, either electronically or in print, without the express 
written permission of the Editor.  
Copyright 2023.

Send your full name, address 
and contact number inside an 
envelope to:Enter 

to win

Member-only competitions
WRITE TO PO BOX 2520, UNLEY, SA 5061 OR ENTER ONLINE

SCAN TO 
ENTER

(Name of competition)
SSAA National
PO Box 2520
Unley, SA 5061

OR

Go to ssaa.org.au
/our-media/competition

WINNERS!*Australian Shooter 
October, 2023 
Manfred + Cracco ‘Jackie’ Ladies Watch
Michael Myers, NSW

1 of 4 SSAA Ties
#1 Somshankar De, WA

#2 Pietro Mazza, NSW

#3 Malcolm Wilson, Vic

#4 Barry Perks, Qld

Top Shots Mug
Mervyn Fisher, NSW

Juniors – Winchester Prize Pack
Kaydee Reynolds, Qld

COMPETITIONS CLOSE 
DECEMBER 31

2023

Kindly donated by 
SSAA National
ssaa.org.au

Juniors

RRP $189.95

Kindly donated by Winchester Australia
winchesteraustralia.com.au

RRP $259.75

Kindly donated by SSAA Online Shop 
onlineshop.ssaa.org.au

SSAA Range Mat 
& Rifle Carry Case

Kindly donated by Speedtracker 
speedtracker.com.au

RRP $1149

Speedtracker 
Chronograph

The SSAA 
Top Shots Mug. 
It can't be bought. 
Want it? Win it!

Winchester Prize Pack
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An Outdoor Life
WITH MARK VAN DEN BOOGAART

Christmas in July

C hristmas in July. You know that 
Aussie peculiarity where you 
enjoy a traditional Northern 
Hemisphere-style knees-up in 

winter when all that hot and heavy food 
makes more sense. You can dress up in silly 
jumpers, deck the halls with plastic holly 
and maybe, depending on where you live, 
enjoy a white ‘Christmas’.

‘Bah humbug’ I say. If you’re not sweating 
like a demon by midday, if the barbecue 
isn’t ready to 
forge steel and the 
beer’s not icy cold, 
it’s not Christmas. 
Yet maybe there is 
some advantage to 
the notion. For us, 
Christmas in July 
is winter hunting 
with close friends 
and, for the past 
five years, my 
eldest boy. True to 
its name, in some 
ways it had become 
a second Christmas 
- there are even 
gifts.

For my eldest 
it might be a 
new puffer, boots 
or other cold-
weather kit. For 
my youngest, as 
he tends to stay 
home with mum, it 
might be Lego. My 
lovely wife usually 
receives something 
too and, of course, 
I always seem to 
get exactly what 
I want from Santa 
(KUIU clothing 
this year). It’s a movable feast and occurs 
sometime during the June/July school 
holidays. On ‘Christmas Eve’ we gather in 
convoy and head south to cooler climes to 
enjoy hunting, a good campfire, plenty of 
food and the odd drink.

This year we ventured to a forest above 
Tamworth and on the way down passed a 
couple of ice and snow signs which really 
added to the winter feel. Our base camp 
was just less than 1300m and while there 
was no snow, Jack Frost showed up. Each 
Christmas is a little different and this year 
a newcomer joined us as Graeme, a lifelong 

friend, wanted to experience it all. He’s not 
a hunter though I think the winter-hunt 
bug may have bitten him. While he didn’t 
bring a rifle he did supply a well-appointed 
camper trailer which acted as a kitchen and 
bunkhouse for most of the crew. For me and 
my son it was the first year we took some-
thing more than a hike tent.

After the 2022 winter hunt I realised 
that dad, a growing boy and lightweight 
hike tents don’t necessarily mix, so we 
bought the largest tent I’ve ever owned. 

It’s a canvas instant-up style set-up, plenty 
of storage, large enough to sleep four very 
comfortably and tall enough for me to stand 
up. With Graeme and my eldest under my 
charge I guessed I’d be more tour guide 
than dedicated hunter and exactly how that 
would play out was pretty much deter-
mined on the first morning. Leading the 
crew, I managed to spot the pigs first and 
on whispering to my charges there were 
pigs ahead, they both lifted their heads and 
asked ‘where’, at which point the porkers 
hit the go button. Okay, so this might be a 
little trickier than I thought.

Learning curve . . . the young van den Boogaart is a hunter in the making.

That scenario became the norm over 
the following five days and, while we came 
close, we couldn’t bring home the bacon. 
Thinking about it all I’ve come to realise 
that for me, for the foreseeable future my 
hunting is going to play out in one of two 
ways. Its either going to be hunting or 
huntin’. The definition is one I’ve used in 
the past to describe fishing. If I’m heading 
out to the rocks or in the boat with good 
mate Terry, we’re fishing. If I was taking 
friends for an afternoon on the river or local 

estuary we’re fishin’.
Same activity, 

different approach 
and expectations. 
And so it seems it 
is with my winter 
hunt. The thing is 
that huntin’ is no 
less important as it 
creates a space for 
others, it’s where 
newcomers can 
learn and, for my 
son, it allows him to 
develop as a hunter 
and as a young boy in 
the company of older, 
wiser heads. He 
turns 11 next year 
which opens doors 
via the Minor’s Gun 
Licence so there will 
be range time, short 
trips with dad to the 
Brisbane Valley and 
other hunts.

But that’s the 
technical side of 
things. The true gift 
will be the experi-
ence he’ll gain from 
being in camp and 
the mentorship 
provided by those 
more experienced in 

living an outdoor life. That’s what huntin’ 
will give him and with all that giving then 
maybe, just maybe, our winter hunt is 
Christmas in July after all. To everyone 
who’s travelled with me during my first 
year as a back-page columnist, here’s to a 
very merry Christmas and a 
safe, happy and prosperous 
new year to you and yours.



Online at huntthenight.com.au or in-store

the biggest brands available online or in-store

AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST RANGE OF

1300 486 444

huntthenight.com.au

2/27 Bate Close Pakenham 
Victoria 3810

Day & Night optics 
in stock now 

THERMAL GEAR IN-STORE AND IN STOCK

Now Stocking JSB & H&N Slugs / Pellets +
Huge Range of Saber Tactical and FX Accessories!



Have a happier     
new year.

Today more than 80,000 SSAA members have their firearms and fixed accessories 
covered against loss, theft and damage. They are covered at home, at the range, while 
hunting and overseas for up to 28 days. Claims are settled for replacement value (up to 
5 years), assessed by an approved firearms dealer and settled promptly. Compare it to 
your Home and Contents Policy, which may have an excess greater than $100 and may 
only cover your firearms at home. Don’t risk another year without cover - Trust SSAA 
Mutual to safeguard your firearms and fixed accessories. 

HERE’S WHAT SSAA MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION CAN COVER:

Firearms &  
Accessories.

All privately owned 
firearms registered 
to the member and 
fixed accessories.

Coverage.

•  Accidental loss and damage of    
   the equipment (including whilst  
   in use, excluding chipping and  
   scratching of stock). 
•  Malicious damage. 

•  Collision or overturning  
    of the vehicle. 
•  Fire & extraneous perils.
•  Flood
•  Theft.

Not Covered.

Theft where the equipment was not stored in an approved gun safe as required by 
State or Territory authority, other than when the equipment is in use or away from 
the member’s premises. Where the member or any person or entity to whom the 
equipment has been entrusted to fails to comply with any law relating to storage, 
use or handling of the equipment.

Claims 
Settled  
Promptly

MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION

www.ssaaib.com.au

For only $35 get $25,000 worth of  
SSAA Members Firearms Protection.

Are you covered?Take up this 
offer with your 
next renewal  

or new 
membership.

Call (02) 8805 3900
Email: megan@ssaains.com.au 

Any commentary provided in the advertisement is general information which does not take into account your individual situation and you should consider SSAA Mutual’s Financial Services Guide 
and Statement of Protection (www.ssaaib.com.au) before deciding to become a member and to purchase and hold discretionary protection issued by SSAA Mutual Limited. ACN 655 675 862 S

M
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80,000 members     
  now protected.




