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The numbers don’t lie!

2230+ 34,880+

items listed at active users
any one time
27,770+ 1.95 million
sold items page views per Month

{ years

as Australia’s leading firearms website

‘ ‘Tlhanks for your help! Ad went through today without
a hitch. It was so straight forward! | am 82 y.o. and
not the full bottle on I.T. Thanks again. - Ken
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NEXT
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In November 2021, the Woodleigh
Bullets company suffered a
devastating blow when a fire
destroyed their production facility in
Victoria. Next month, Sam Garro
charts the recovery and rebirth of
an Aussie icon and what it took to
put one of the country’s premier
ammunition manufacturers back on
the map.

The new Howa Super Lite rifle really
lives up to its name, tipping the scales
at a fraction over 2kg, being based
around a newly-designed reduced
scale short action. We put the rifle to
the test with reviewer Con Kapralos
reporting: “This is a superb option
for the stalking hunter looking for an
affordable ultra-lightweight rifle.”

The Springfield Armory XD-M Elite
in 9mm Luger is a polymer-framed,
striker-fired self-loading pistol which
comes with three stainless steel
double-stack magazines. The gun
has been carefully and impressively
designed both in terms of safety and
functionality and, as reviewer Geoff
Smith assessed, is: “Well balanced,
looks attractive and points well.”




LUPU
HPR

BORN TO GIVE THE UTMOST

IN PROFESSIONAL LONG RANGE SHOOTING AND HUNTING.

The Lupo HPR (High Precision Rifle) is exclusively
designed with Benelli's BE ST treatment and boasting
a guaranteed 75 Moa capability from 5 shots fired at
100 yards in all weather conditions. The new Lupo
addition includes a adjustable cheek comb, muzzle
brake, removable bag rider and M-Lok stock & foreend
mounts. The Lupo HPR is the only bolt action in the
world that transforms autonomously from a
professional long range shooting version to a hunting

version with absolute simplicity.

Available in 6.5 Creedmoor and .308 at $4,999 RRP,

additional larger calibres are making their way soon.

Foundation
Australia

mBenelli
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National News

Australian landscape needs hunting now more than ever

he role hunting plays in land and
animal management has been a hot
topic in news and current events
around Australia in recent months
as previously flooded land becomes flush with
vegetation and firearms laws are rewritten.

Despite the clear connection between
hunting and strategies to control pest ani-
mals and the cultural place hunting has in
society, the validity of the concept is often
questioned by our state’s leaders.

SSAA National has recently extended
its support to the Australian Bowhunters
Association in its bid to protect the future
of bowhunting in South Australia, as the SA
Government considers banning recreational
bowhunting.

The future of duck and quail hunting
in SA and Victoria is also in question and
SSAA National, SSAA South Australia and
SSAA Victoria are actively advocating,
making formal submissions and have been
involved in deputations for several inqui-
ries on the matter. Our hunters are skilled
conservation volunteers who care for the
environment and prioritise animal welfare
by seeking ethical humane kills.

In the west there has been some debate
around the need for hunters to help farmers
and pastoralists control pest animal popu-
lations. But the discussion continues to
return to the multiple conflicting demands
on landowners and the valuable service
hunters provide in helping with pest control
responsibilities.

Farmers from Central West New South
Wales to Queensland are reporting a surge
in pig numbers, with crops being trampled

SSAA - Protecting shooters since 1948

and livestock being eaten after years of
heavier than average rainfall. Farmers using
multiple control methods including baiting,
trapping and aerial shooting are counting
the costs of the damage and the resources
needed to control the pigs.

Populations of deer in NSW and Victorian
public lands are booming and wild deer are
spreading to outer-urban areas and present-
ing a real management issue.

Hunting is just one tool in the toolbox
landowners and state governments have
available to manage pest animals and the
Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia
and the 212,000-plus state and territory
SSAA members are the perfect resource.
The SSAA Farmer Assist program is a free
service for landholders to connect with
skilled volunteer hunters to outsource pest-
control services. Our Conservation and
Wildlife Management branch members use
their shooting skills to assist in the conser-
vation of native animals and the manage-
ment or control of pest animals.

As members of your SSAA state or terri-
tory Association, consider sharing our mes-
sage to assist with public perception in your
wider networks, involving yourself in public
consultations when relevant and volunteer-
ing your time with SSAA Farmer Assist or
SSAA CWM programs. The actions of our
skilled and responsible volunteer hunters
speak volumes for the important role we
play in conservation.

Visit ssaa.org.au/hunting for more infor-
mation.




Letters

WRITE TO PO BOX 2520, UNLEY, SA 5061 OR EMAIL EDIT@SSAA.ORG.AU

Marriage made in heaven

REGARDING THE TOP Shots query from
Pete Morrison (Shooter, October 2022)
about rings/mount for the Ruger Model

1, I have a 1985 Ruger Model 1 Sporter

in 22-250 and have fitted a Conetrol base
and rings, the base replacing the quarter
piece on the standard rifle as pictured (not
sure about the Varmint but assume like-
wise). This enables far better scope place-
ment and I have a Bushnell Elite Tactical
6-24x50 with 30mm tubes mounted with
no difficulty at all.

The rings are well known for their
lateral adjustment and clean lines though
perhaps a more important benefit is
the effect the mount has on eliminating
vertical ‘stringing’ of shots when fired in
rapid succession, as on a rifle range. This
has been seen as an inherent fault in an
otherwise fantastic rifle and is the subject
of many solutions, the stringing caused
by differential heating of the barrel and
quarter rib causing minute deformation but
significant shot dispersion on a target.

The Conetrol mount attaches to one
area of the barrel above the chamber as
opposed to the Ruger quarter rib being
attached both there and further forward
and therein lies the problem. The Varmint
model uses two separate mounting blocks
but I don’t know their effectiveness in this
department. Few Model 1 owners could
imagine putting 10 shots inside one MOA
on a target at 400 yards with no sign of
stringing, though I for one have enjoyed
this experience and can’t speak highly
enough of the marriage between the Ruger
Model 1 and Conetrol product.

Kim Davis, WA

Thermal Blindness

I HAVE A problem using thermal scopes,
etc. Looking through these devices is
great. However, as soon as I put them
down, I completely lose all central vision
in my eye. This occurs no matter how
short a period of viewing. At its worst, it
can take between three and five minutes
to recover before I get some semblance

of vision back. I have only been able to
find one blog about this, which suggested
turning down both the brightness and
contrast as much as possible and avoid Hot
White and the Hot Black screens, and go
for either a red screen or sepia, as the back

Insurance Q& A

SSAA GENERAL INSURANCE BROKERS

Send questions to: insurance@ssaains.com.au

initially will be run from home until
I establish myself. Will I need anything
beyond the standard business insurance
considerations?

QI’m setting up my own business which

When you run a business from home

there are additional risks which aren’t
necessarily automatically covered by your
home and contents policy and a few things you
have to consider, particularly if you're doing
more than operating a home-based office.

You must disclose your intentions to your

home and contents insurer as they may not

be willing to cover you while a business is
being conducted from the home, and their
cover may not be adequate to protect your
business equipment and stock. As a busi-
ness owner and operator, having personal
injury insurance or income protection
should also be considered. These can be
tailored to your business needs and SSAA
Insurance Brokers can help you under-
stand the process and provide free quotes.
For more information contact us on 1800
808 608 or visit www.ssaaib.com.au

The advice offered in this column is of a general nature and does not allow for individual situations. SSAAIB recommends
that you obtain professional advice before proceeding with any insurance investment. SSAAIB accepts no liability for any
actions by an individual to change their insurance plans without seeking professional advice.

of the eye is less affected by these colour
screens. [ was wondering if either the
experts of the magazine, its readers or the
retailers of thermal gear have had a similar
problem or, better still, can offer a solu-
tion? I would like to get another thermal
scope but I am hoping to find a tangible fix
before parting with my cash.

Rob Dobie

Brass in pocket

OUR LITTLE RIMFIRE Benchrest club

as part of a larger outfit has been going

for some 20 years now and for most of

that time we’ve swept up the brass, kept

it, sieved it to remove the dirt, leaves etc
using ‘snake and mice’ mesh and sold it to a
scrap dealer for roughly $2 a kilo.

With these returns we’ve funded fertil-
izer for the grass, operated blowfly traps
(we're in a farm area), built rifle racks and
bought empty chamber indicators and a
BB bench (bags and bums) with a second
under way. Throwing away your brass is
throwing away cash.

PS: This year we intend to build up our
brass dollars and make them a donation to
Telethon.

Alfie Frater, Albany WA

General
Insurance
Brokers
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Open Season

WITH MATTHEW GODSON

Feral pigs under the national spotlight

s SSAA’'s Wildlife Program’s Man-

ager, I recently presented at the

National Feral Pig Conference in

Cairns, which was the first gath-
ering of its kind and included people from
all over Australia and overseas. About 150
people attended in person and a further 50
watched live online.

We heard repeatedly that feral pigs were
causing massive environmental and agricul-
tural damage and that resources to prevent
this were lacking. Some projects were
running on a shoestring budget and others
had a bucket of money tipped on them. One
thing for certain is that feral pigs pose a
wicked problem to the community and that
all tools in the toolbox must be utilised to
reduce their impacts.

I attended the conference with Damien
Ferguson, from SSAA Queensland’s Con-
servation and Wildlife Management (CWM)
branch. We co-authored an abstract that was
accepted and which I then subsequently
presented at the meeting.

Our precis was titled Community Involve-
ment in pest control — an overview of accred-
ited volunteer shooting programs. The idea
was to showcase our SSAA Conservation
and Wildlife Management programs and
SSAA Farmer Assist so we could promote
their use for feral pig control.

Knowing the functional insides and outs
of both programs, I relied on Damien to
provide information on local Queensland
projects that would fit in with the theme
of the forum. CWM Queensland had been
involved in a successful feral pig control
project in a wetland complex that had been

Auction

No.60

monitored and surveyed prior to and after
their control efforts. This enabled a popu-
lation size to be determined and with that
a target of how many feral pigs needed to
be removed annually to ensure a 70 per
cent knockdown to suppress population
growth. This type of data was exactly what
we needed to conduct this type of science-
based conference.

The message we told was that com-
munity involvement is often essential to
successful pest management. Landholders
and other community groups are significant
resources that many land managers should
use to achieve their project goals. So, too, is
the access to a wide variety of pest control
tools to cater for different situations.

Volunteer hunting, culling or shooting is
one such tool, whether by itself or in con-
junction with other pest control methods.
It can deliver positive social, economic
and environmental outcomes through the
removal of pest animals.

We outlined that the SSAA had a proud
history of engaging volunteer shooters to
use their unique skill sets to undertake pest
control activities for both conservation and
asset protection purposes.

We explained that our CWM Branch has
been in operation since 1992 and that the
efforts of CWM in the Flinders Ranges of
South Australia became a cornerstone in
the success of Operation Bounceback. This
project led to the recovery of the yellow-
footed rock-wallaby and more recently
the reintroduction of the western quoll. In
Queensland specifically, CWM commenced
more than 20 years ago to help endangered

10am Saturday & Sunday 9*-10* September 2023

Entrust your valuable items to the Company with 30 years of proven & outstanding track record

Our current auction maintains our excellent variety of items presented for auction.
Hosted by Donington Auctions. We invite you to visit our website to view our current online catalogue.

ONLINE “LIVE”, ABSENTEE & PHONE BIDDING
Pre-auction Viewing: PRIVATE VIEWINGS BY APPOINTMENT
16.5% +GST Buyers Premium applies. Plus GST to lots where indicated

AUSTRALIAN ARMS AUCTIONS

ANTIQUE ARMS, MILITARIA, SPorRTING ARMS, FEparn WEAPONS, INVESTMENT

NATIONAL FERAL PIG

CONFERENCE

SSAA Wildlife Programs Manager
Matthew God at the Nati | Feral Pig
Conference in Queensland.

species such as the bridled nail-tailed wal-
laby and the kroombit tinker frog.

We also discussed the more recent roll-
out of the SSAA Farmer Assist program
across the country, which has engaged even
more volunteers to assist landholders with
pest animal control for both asset protec-
tion and environmental reasons. We shared
responses from our landholder survey,
which indicated that members are attending
to jobs quickly, following landholder instruc-
tions and most importantly the program is
living up to the landholders’ expectations.

Our presentation was well received and
we hope that we have increased awareness
of the positive activities that SSAA and
our members can offer in the
pest management space.

Send questions to:
wildlife@ssaa.org.au

Contact: Roland Martyn 0428 54 33 77
admin@australianarmsauctions.com
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PO. Box 1142 Doncaster East Vic. Australia 3109

www.australianarmsauctions.com
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686 BLACK

12G SPORTING SHOTGUN

8mm ventilated rib with red foresight // 5 x internal screw in chokes // Take-down case
Sporting Clays recoil pad // Gold plated, selective trigger // Selective auto eject // 5 year warranty

sporting.nioa.com.au
www.ataarms.com
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Bushcraft & Survival

WITH SCOTT HEIMAN

When doubling up is the only way to go

s hunters, fishers, hikers, moun-

tain bike riders, birdwatchers

or even back country skiers, we

all want to enjoy the outdoors
while carrying as little as possible on our
person. But when deciding how much stuff
we need there are some things you should
take, other things you’d like to take and yet
others which are simply too cumbersome
and are inevitably left in the car.

That’s why everything you take bush
should have two or more uses and if it
doesn’t it’s time to ask yourself whether,
in your circumstances, you 7eally need it.
Is there a better alternative which, in addi-
tion to its primary purpose, promises one
or more additional improvised uses? And
is there a lighter or more robust version of
the item you’re reaching for?

The principle of ‘dual purposing’ doesn’t
just apply when setting off on foot as it’s

Both this axe and
goon bag have
more than one use.

. CEMS Digital custom
' elactronic hearing
the sounds arcund you
and cuts off when sound is-
detected above 81dB then sound
returns when it's clear & safe_ Up
to 5 different modes for all
discipfines of shooting

COMTMTUnicaTons.
10 Australian Shooter

also relevant when selecting general camp
gear. Take the everyday axe for example
where options include full and half-size ver-
sions, tomahawks and double-headed axes.
And just as there are different sizes, there
are also axes with additional tool edges like
a claw or Pulaski axe (these come in differ-
ent sizes too).

For my own part I prefer to carry a half-
sized Nordic fire axe on the 4WD so I can
chop wood, kindling and the like. And I
can do lots more as it has a pick head on
the opposite side of the axe blade I use to
dig trenches around camp in hard ground
when it rains cats and dogs. I also use it to
manoeuvre things like levering tent pegs
when they’re stuck in the ground, moving
the billy around the fire and lifting the lid off
the camp oven.

When [ was a 13-year-old I joined the
Army Cadets and was packing for my first

ever hivouac when Dad gave me a goon bag
from a wine cask. He told me to use it as

a blow-up pillow and reminded me it could
also serve as a water bladder in an emer-
gency. While I've always tended to use my
Army webbing as a pillow instead, the point
he was making wasn’t lost on me and I've
carried a goon bag ever since.

Being small and light they take up hardly
any room when deflated, so I keep one
in the car and one in the daypack where
they're part of my survival and first-aid
kits. Available in five, four and two-litre
capacities they can be used as a water blad-
der, a float for a yabbie trap or fishing line
and even a cover for a chest wound. In an
emergency situation they’re also useful as a
passive rescue beacon/signal because, being
silver, they reflect the sun.

This means they can help attract aerial
and ground-based search and rescue parties
from a distance further away than the sound
of any human yell will carry. Simply tie the
bag to a tree out in the open where people
can see it and if this isn’t reason enough to
carry a goon bag, remember what my dad
said: They can be used as a pillow and when
all else fails, every comfort is a win.

Whether you're a wine drinker or not,
goon bags certainly come in handy. And
it’s this kind of thinking you should apply
to everything you carry because if an item
doesn’t have more than one purpose, I'd
suggest it’s the wrong thing to be taking
out bush.
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' _:._;.This extra-soft pad offers the best recoil absorption
“'possible on a rifle. The exclusive design and material
« used promote a downward deviation of the direction

of the recoil forces, thus pulling the butt stock slightly
away from your face in order to reduce the recoil and
upward maotion of the gun.

For an accurate shot in the field, there is certainly no
other alternative than a reliable and excellent trigger.
3 x mare efficient than competition in trigger sensitiveness:
- Zero take-up

* minimum overtravel

* minimum creep

The X-Lock scope-mounting system has 4 screws
per fixing point. Therefore it is more stable and provides
higher accuracy.

The bolt-unlocking button works in conjunction with
the safety to provide and added degree of safety.

Made in light ultra-resistant polymer, it gives exclusive
protection to bullet noses.




Clay Target Q& A

WITH RUSSELL MARK

I recently I bought a secondhand Akkar
QChurchill Sporter shotgun and for
some reason have developed a habit where
T just can’t pull the trigger when taking a
shot. I shoot a bit of everything with this
gun and really like it. [ previously had a
Miroku MK 70 and never had this happen
so any advice is appreciated.

Kevin Muscatt, Vic.

Without actually seeing you shoot the

gun it’s hard to be definitive in my
answer but I'll try, making the assump-
tion the shotgun is mechanically sound. I'll
assume the trigger pull isn’t ridiculously
heavy and you can buy a cheap set of fish
scales to check this for yourself. Typi-
cally the first barrel of an under-and-over
shotgun will fire when 1.5-2kgs of weight
is applied to the trigger. The second shot
should be slightly heavier and if this mea-
surement is fine then you may have a more
sinister issue.

What you're describing is called a ‘flinch’
(in golf bad putters call it the ‘yips’). I'm
sure I've discussed the phenomenon in
this forum several times during the past 20
years but it’s worth revisiting. What causes
a flinch to develop is still largely specula-
tion, though I have found that fear of recoil
and even fear of missing are the two most
COmMMON Causes.

Now here’s the bad news. There’s no
definitive fix but there are some things to
try. Firstly, make sure you're pulling the
trigger with the correct part of your finger.
It should be in the middle of the fleshy part
of your finger’s pad between the last joint
and the end. By pulling the trigger here you
need less movement to fire the gun than
any other part of your finger. If you have an

adjustable trigger you’ll probably have to
move it further forward to help you pull the
trigger in this manner.

If this doesn’t cure the problem you can
try adding a trigger ‘shoe’ over the top of
the trigger as this will change how it feels
on your finger and I've seen this work.
Practicing ‘dry firing’ the gun at home will
help with the aid of some snap caps and if
these two things don’t help, I suggest you
really downgrade your ammunition velocity
to see if recoil is the issue. Try something
with a muzzle velocity up to 50m/second
(1501t) slower and you may also want to
lighten the amount of shot you’re using. Try
some 24-gram shells instead of 28-gram for
example, as anything which lightens recoil
and makes it more pleasurable to shoot is
worth trying.

You mention you never have had this
problem with your previous shotgun so
what was the overall weight of your Miroku
compared to the Churchill? Lighter shot-
guns recoil more so the pain factor is higher
and this may be well be the cause of the
problem. The last piece of advice before I
suggest the most serious course of action is
simply to have a rest for a few weeks, come
back fresh and try again.

If all that fails then: “Houston, we have a
problem” and the only way round it might
be to try a release-trigger shotgun, though
this is absolutely the last course of action.
With a release-trigger you have to pull
the trigger first to engage the mechanism
which means the next movement you make
is to let the trigger go to fire the gun. This
will absolutely cure a flinch in most cases,
though it will take discipline and some
steady nerves to become accustomed to it.

In the US a great many Trap shooters
have enjoyed huge success after changing
to this trigger mechanism.

You say you shoot all types of clay
target events so be aware that for any of
the Olympic disciplines there’s a total ban
on release-trigger shotguns, so hold off
on those plans to qualify for Paris next
year if you're forced to go down this road.
The other issue you’ll face is not all shot-
guns can accommodate a release-trigger
mechanism, though sadly I don’t know if a
Churchill will handle this. Sorry I can’t be
more precise in my answer but this techni-
cal/mental problem remains one of the real
mysteries of our sport. Good luck with it.

Questions to:
Russell@GoShooting.com.au

Get your hands on our award-winning Australian Game Cookbook

Field to Fork - Second Helpings

This latest showcase of Australia's diverse, sustainable and

environmentally friendly offerings features over 50 recipes.

Each recipe is based on Australia's unique wildlife and seafood,

including duck, goat, kangaroo, venison and pork - even camel and
crocodile make the plate this time. Sustainable harvest of this land
not only makes sense environmentally, it's absolutely delicious!

12 Australian Shooter

Order at
onlineshop.ssaa.org.au



Identify
‘more details.
With excellent Seeing beyond
image quality.

ZEINN

The ZEISS DTI 6 thermal imaging cameras

When hunting at night, every detail counts. With the DTI 6 thermal imaging cameras, you
won't miss a thing — ZEISS" innovative ZEISS Smart Image Processing Pro (ZSIP Pro) algorithm

delivers a sharp, high-contrast thermal image via the 640x480 sensor with 12 micron pixel
pitch and the 1024 x768 HD AMOLED display. ZSIP Pro ensures that you can perfectly identify
key details under difficult conditions and with low thermal contrast. The battery supports 6.5
hours of continuous use and can be quickly and easily replaced on the go.
_ 4 ZEISS DTI 6 — recognize more details for reliable identification and maximum hunting success.
SIPEN

ZEISS Smart Image Processing




Got a question

TOP SHOTS

* John Dunn ¢ Paul Miller * Geoff Smith * Barry Wilmot ® Rod Pascoe

Firstly, thank you for a fine column
Qin a first-class magazine. I've been
a SSAA member for more than 25 years
and on occasion needed some well-
informed advice and once more would like
to tap into this wealth of knowledge. My
grandson has a Bergara in 6.5 PRC which
doesn’t like Hornady 143gr ELD projec-
tiles or AR2225 powder, meaning he has
very inconsistent results and not much
improvement using AR2217.

My suggestion was to try Nosler projec-
tiles and a different powder but as these
times dictate, components are in short
supply. I have a quantity of AR2213sc and
some Noslers which he could try but I can’t
find any load data using AR2213sc. Can you
suggest some loads using bullet weights
between 129 and 140gr with this powder
and if I can’t use it, can you suggest another
powder to try? I have some 08, 09 and R17
on hand. Keep up the good work.

Ian Cameron, via email

The 6.5 PRC is a fine cartridge and

the Bergara an excellent rifle so it’s a
shame you're not getting accurate loads
out of it. Perhaps you could try the Nosler
140gr projectiles you have using that
AR2217 powder. ADI doesn’t provide loads
for the AR2213sc powder you mention,
though here are some loads from Nosler
using their 140gr HPBT projectiles you
could try if the powder is available here.
IMR8133: 51.5gr for 2579fps or 53.5gr for
2693fps. IMR7828: 48.5gr for 2765fps or
50.5gr for 2858 fps. IMR4831: 48.0gr for
2831fps or 50gr for 2929fps. RL22: 50gr
for 2828fps or 52gr for 2930fps. And finally
MAGPRO: 57gr for 2864fps or 59gr for
2963fps.
Barry Wilmot

I have a cased Clabrough and John-
Qstone 12g side-by-side double-barrel
auto ejector shotgun in very good condi-
tion but am having difficulty determining
the model along with a value for the gun (I
believe it may be a model 682). I've had it
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for 13 years after it was given to me by my
father who owned it for about 20 years. He
obtained it from a Mr C. ‘Doc’ Boulton from
Condobolin who bought it new. If you can
offer any help with this I'd be obliged.

Ken Wilson, via email

There’s quite a bit of information about

John Plumb Clabrough (1836-1895), his
family and his guns on the internet and in
several books. He trained as a gunsmith
with his father in Yorkshire before moving
to the US in 1857, his business operating
successfully on both sides of the Atlantic.
He sold to Douglas V. Johnstone in 1893
who then traded as Clabrough and John-
stone, merging with Hollis, Bentley & Play-
fair before selling to John Redgrave in 1918.

I think you’re right about it being a
model 682 and yours would be the version
described as ‘side safety, box-lock, Damas-
cus steel 12-gauge with 2%4" chambers’.
Their 1915 catalogue has both sidelock and
boxlock (Deeley design) models as well as a
lot of hammer guns.

There’s a lot of contradictory information
about models and values for this type of
shotgun but high-end ones certainly attract
big prices at auction overseas. Douglas
Tate’s Birmingham Gunmakers (Safari
Press, California 1997) mentions the firm
(P42-44) and gives a breakdown of the
years they operated, though I think your
gun would’ve been made just before World
War One based on serial number and proof
marks. ‘Doc’ Boulton (Cecil Claude Boul-
ton, 1896-1976) was a motor mechanic from
Condobolin who served during WW1.

The value of this gun is hard to estimate
as, despite it being a highly regarded brand,
there haven’t been any recent sales of
C&]J guns in Australia that I can find. Value
depends on condition and while your gun
appears in reasonable shape, it would be far
more valuable to a genuine shotgun collec-
tor than if you simply put it up for auction
generally. Certainly cased shotguns with
this provenance are somewhat rarer than
the average old double gun.

Geoff Smith

I have a Remington 700 VTR cham-

bered in .308 Win which has been
my ‘go-to’ rifle for a number of years. It’s
perfect for my needs with the integral cut
muzzle brake and, fitted with a Leupold
VX3 L4.5 14x50 scope, I've lost count of
how many feral pigs and wild dogs have
fallen to it. Then a few years back there was
a recall on the trigger for whatever reason
and a replacement provided and fitted at no
cost, so what was once a 41b trigger is now
about 121b with no further adjustment.

This is awful to use and a few times

I've even checked to make sure I hadn’t
engaged the safety, it’s that heavy in the
pull. What can I do about this? I've seen
Timney triggers advertised at low pound-
age but not sure that’s the answer. I loved
the rifle so much I bought another one
chambered in .243 Win which has the same
issue. Any advice welcome.
Steve Heley, Qld.



There are a number of ways to address

your problem. In the first instance the
trigger you have can be adjusted down to
a serviceable weight by a competent gun-
smith who knows how the trigger works.
Alternatively there are a few possible
sources of replacements. Timney Trig-
gers have a well-earned reputation and are
considered by many shooters as the ‘go-to’
brand with a range of models available to
meet a variety of needs, so talk to your gun-
smith about exactly what you require.

TriggerTech also has a good reputation,
their chief advantage being they’re click
adjustable to simplify the process, while
Jewell Triggers offer a respected alternative
for benchrest and target shooters who like
to work with minimal trigger weights in
search of accuracy.

From the above it should be clear there’s
no pat answer that’ll meet your needs and
the best advice I can give is to contact a
reputable gunsmith and talk to him about
what you want. Cost of a replacement trig-
ger will generally range from around $300
to $500. Robert Tobler from RDT Products
in Robertson, NSW will be happy to answer
any questions you have and can be con-
tacted during business hours on 0412 722
758. Hope this helps.

John Dunn

I'm after some loading data for Vectan

206-V shotgun powder. Because of
the shortage of ADI powder I managed to
get hold of some of this but need to know
what load will suit both target shooting and
hunting. Any advice appreciated and many
thanks for a great magazine.
Fred Payne, via email

Thanks for your question, Fred. There’s

a fair bit online about this newer Vectan
powder and a search for ‘Vectan 206-V load-
ing data’ threw up their catalogue with all
the data for rifle, pistol and shotgun loads.
T used to love Vectan D20 when [ was a
serious shotshell reloader many years ago,
though today I fear it may be hard to find or

has gone the way of the dinosaurs. It was
similar to Hercules Green Dot (now Alliant
Green Dot) which was also a favourite of
mine at the time for lighter recoiling yet fast,
smooth-feeling 28-gram loads up to 13001fps.

Looking at data in that online link, the
Vectan 206-V is a tad faster than Alliant Red
Dot which you may know is a fast-burning
powder designed specifically for clay target
shooting. Red Dot achieves excellent
speeds of 1250fps with an economical 19 or
so grains and reasonable pressures. This
has been the ‘go-to’ load for a vast numbers
of clay target shooters around the world
looking for economical yet clay-crunching
loads and would also be suitable for small
bird hunting loads where permitted in Aus-
tralia. The Vectan 206-V should match it
very closely both on targets and in the field.

But be careful if you try this powder with
either lighter or heavier loads, as its fast
burn rate is really designed for 28-gram
loads and the margin for powder grains used
is fairly narrow. If you follow the data care-
fully I feel sure you’ll create loads you find
both comfortable to shoot and that’ll smoke
those targets - and it doesn’t get much better
than that! Good luck and straight shooting.
Paul Miller

I've changed my powder from ADI
AR-2208 to AR-2206H and am firing an
Omark 7.62 target rifle converted to .308
Winchester with a 26" supposedly precision
barrel. I've had to use a small base die when
reloading the cartridges otherwise they
become stuck in the chamber when fired
(I'm using Nosler Competition and Hornady
match 168gr projectiles).
The problem is my friend swears by
using 45gr of this powder as he’s win-
ning competitions (not with an Omark
rifle). I seem to achieve best results with
43gr of powder in ADI brass as any other
brass becomes stuck, which would seem
to suggest 43gr is also too much. Can you
enlighten me as to what’s an appropri-
ate load using 2206H powder? Velocities
recorded were: 39.5gr - 2630fps; 40.5gr -

27001fps; 40.8gr - 2714fps; 41.8gr - 27391ps;
42.8gr - 2820fps and 43gr - 2854fps. Notice
the sharp jump at 42.8gr. I hope this will
give a better idea of the rifle’s limits.

John Titmarsh, via email

Every rifle will perform best with a load

made specifically for that firearm. While
your friend’s loads work for him, it doesn’t
necessarily mean those loads will give the
same results in your rifle. And remember
no two rifle chambers and bores are identi-
cal, even for the same cartridge and the dis-
tance a bullet has to jump before engaging
the rifling will also vary from rifle to rifle.

With that in mind, start with a clean slate
working up loads from the recommended
starting point in your manual and continue
increasing in .2 of a grain increments. I sug-
gest starting with a conservative load of 39gr
of AR-2206H behind a 168gr projectile and
working up from there. Also, if you’re going
to experiment with overall cartridge lengths
you'll have to repeat the same loadings using
different seating depths.

You listed muzzle velocities from trials
and note a sharp rise in velocity of more
than 100fps between 41.8gr and 42.8gr of
powder, so you might actually find your
desired load sits somewhere between those
two. However, I think your 43gr load at
28541ps is too fast for the 168gr projectile
and the pressure could be excessive.

You also mention cases becoming stuck
and again, higher than normal pressure may
be the cause. With all increases in powder
charge during load development your prim-
ers will usually tell you what’s going on
in terms of pressure long before the point
where cases become hard to remove.

I’'m not sure why you're using a small
base sizing die in a bolt-action rifle as this
suggests your chamber may be undersize.
These dies are normally reserved for semi-
auto, pump or lever-action rifles but if it
helps with chambering and extracting your
rounds, even when you get the pressure
under control by all means keep using it.
Rod Pascoe
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COLT

Anaconda 44 Magnum

6 shot, 6" barrel, stainless steel
SPECIAL NEW $2550

COLT
Anaconda 44 Magnum

6 shot, 8" barrel, stainless steel
SPECIAL NEW $2550

COLT

Python 357 Magnum
6 shot, 4.25" barrel, stainless steel
NEW $2990

COLT

Python 357 Magnum
6 shot, 6" barrel, stainless steel
NEW $2990

PATRIOT ORDNANCE FACTORY

INTROOUCING

THE FIRST MAGAZI|
LEVER ACTION RIFLE EVER MADE

ED PRODUCTION SMM

PATRIOT ORDNANCE FACTORY
Tombstone, 9mm, lever action, 10 shot,
Magpul SGA stock

NEW $3150

PATRIOT ORDNANCE FACTORY
PSG 22, 22LR, 10 shot, 7" thread barrel
NEW $1095

GRAYBOE
e

- Frin

GRAYBOE
Eagle Pro
Remington 700 SA RH

Inletted for M5 DBM

Alloy pillar bedded. Many colours available.
NEW FROM $1049

‘| ‘ GRAYBOE

Phoenix 2

Remington 700 SA RH

Inletted for M5 DBM

Alloy pillar bedded. Many colours available.
NEW FROM $1195

GRAYBOE

M5 DBM

Billet alloy construction, amb
mag latch. Available in: short
action, long action & long

action cip.
NEW $349

GRAYBOE

M5 Hinged Floor Plate
Billet alloy construction.
Available in: short action
& long action.

NEW $349

@)BERETTA

BERETTA

Neos Inox Stainless
22lr, 10 shot, cased
with two mags.
SPECIAL NEW $399

I

BERETTA

Neos Blued/Black
22Ir, 10 shot, cased
with two mags.
SPECIAL NEW $349

HORNADY
TAP 223rem
55gr, polymer tip ammo
SPECIAL $275/ per 200

PMC

Bronze Line 223rem
55gr, soft point, ammo
SPECIAL $169/ per 200

PMC

Bronze Line 308win
150gr, soft point, ammo
SPECIAL $289/ per 200

WINCHESTER
Supreme 223rem

55gr, silver ballistic tlp, ammo
SPECIAL $249/ per 200

WINCHESTER
Match 223rem
69gr, HPBT, ammo
SPECIAL $249/ per 200

WINCHESTER
Target & Practise
9mm, 124gr, FMJ, ammo
SPECIAL $215/ per 500

TARGET &
PRACTICE

\

USA 45acp
— = 230gr, FMJ, ammo
= SPECIAL $220/ per 500

£
P AL

WINCHESTER

Active Duty

12 Gauge, 9 pellet buck
shot ammo

SPECIAL $229/ per250

WINCHESTER

A%



Precision Rifles & Barreled Actions

' HOWA
1500 VT SS 223rem, 5 shot

24" Varmint barrel, stainless steel
Hogue alloy pillar bedded stock
SPECIAL NEW $695

e —

' HOWA
1500 VT SS 308win, 5 shot

24" Varmint barrel, stainless steel
Hogue alloy pillar bedded stock
SPECIAL NEW $695

— HOWA
1500 SP SS 308win, 5 shot

22" Sporter barrel, stainless steel
Hogue alloy pillar bedded stock
SPECIAL NEW $690

— HOWA
1500 VT 5 shot

24" Varmint barrel, blued finish

Hogue alloy pillar bedded stock
Available in: 223rem, 243win & 308win
SPECIAL NEW $629

— U. HOWA
Mini Action VT 7.62x39

5 Shot detachable magazine
20" Varmint barrel, synthetic stock
SPECIAL NEW $599

MAMBA MAGS

Detachable magazine magwell, with paddle
mag release, billet alloy construction.
Available for:

Howa Mini Action

Howa 1500 Short Action

NEW $110

MAMBA MAGS

Billet Alloy / Polymer Con-
struction

Requires Mamba Mag DBM
Howa 1500 223 10 shot
NEW $99

Howa 1500 308etc 10 shot
NEW $99

Howa Mini 223/300BO 10 shot
NEW $99

Howa Mini 7.62x39 10 shot
NEW $99

Howa Mini 6.5 Grendel 10 shot
NEW $99

|]i||llll
PRECISION

DILLON

XL750

Progressive Reloader
Includes: press, powder
thrower, priming system
— no caliber conversion
or dies

NEW $1290

DILLON

RL550C

Progressive Reloader
Includes: press, powder
thrower, priming system
— no caliber conversion
or dies
NEW $1149

o«F

P
ol i%

DILLON |
Powder Thrower

Available for: square deal & RL550/ XL650 /
XL750

NEW $249

DILLON
RL550 Caliber Conversions — no dies
NEW $145

DILLON
XL650 / XL750 Caliber Conversion — no dies
NEW $229

DILLON

XL650/ XL750

Case Feeder

Available in: small & large
pistol, small & large rifle
NEW $629

" cleaverfirearms.com
MONTHLY PRIZES!
EXCLUSIVE WEB DEALS!

See the specials first & subscribe today

REMINGTON Unprimed Brass
222rem $79/ per 100
223rem $69/ per 100
22-250 $89/ per 100
243win $39.90/ per 50
308win $39.90/ per 50
25-06 $47.90/ per 50
7mm-08 $47.90/ per 50
300 Win Mag $79/ per 50

SIERRA Seconds - Projectiles
22cal, 77gr, HPBT Matchking
$155/ per 500

30cal, 168gr, HPBT Matchking
$220/ per 500

30cal, 169gr, HPBT-CN, M/King
NEW $220/ per 500

SIERRA Seconds - Projectiles
22cal, 64gr, Tipped Gameking
SPECIAL $185/ per 500
6mm, 90gr Tipped Gameking
SPECIAL $275/ per 500
30cal, 125gr Tipped Gameking
SPECIAL $275/ per 500

SIERRA Prairie Enemy 223rem
55gr, Blitzking, polymer tipped ammunition
SPECIAL $299/ per 200 !
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This is the seventh instalment
of the Hunter's Mancave in
which some of our regular
contributors look back on

treasured mementoes

Continuing our series, Scott Heiman salutes his heritage
and more in a purpose-built space

ack in the days before paternity
leave I used all my accrued
government time-out to take
three months off work, in one
go, after we had our first child. At that
point my wife had exhausted all maternity
leave and returned to her job but when
my own sabbatical ended, we decided we
didn’t want our daughter to spend all day in
childcare. There was another way of child-
rearing and it was a route we wanted to
follow - I'd become a stay-at-home dad.
Not only that, we’d take this opportunity
to do something I always wanted, I'd leave
the rat-race and start my own business
from home. Alas our house wasn’t really
configured for this kind of thing as we had
three bedrooms, one for my wife and I, one
for our daughter and the other operating
as a study where my wife ran the family
affairs. Trouble is she operates with a ‘clean
desk’ policy while I prefer a more cyclonic
approach to administration, so it didn’t take
a genius to realise a co-share arrangement
in this space wasn’t going to cut it.
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Purpose-made

The solution was simple but wouldn’t

be cheap. We took the once-in-a-lifetime
chance to knock down the old carport and
create a garage with an upper-mezzanine
level I could call my own. My brief to the
architect was clear: Make a garage tall

enough to accommodate the ute (with roof-
racks mounted) and use as much of our
suburban block as the law allows. And so

it was a 16m x 4m structure was built with
a garage, workshop, laundry and en suite
downstairs and my mancave above.



UPFITTER Made by the best. Sourced by us. Built by you.
' o gl Tl A AR W

-
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2 (((,. A
aa -~ GO PREPARED.
W \ 77 "% THE WINCHES YOU CAN RELY ON_ <
] d ~ WHEN YOU NEED THEM MOST.

e Legendary USA brand with over
: 70 years of winching expertise
© e Ultimate features, durability
# and performance

2.« Ute/Truck, powersports and
portable electric winches to fit
nearly every need and budget

GET MORE OUT OF YOUR BED WITH THE
BEDSLIDE UTE/TRUCK CARGO ORGANISER!

Turn your Ute/Truck bed into a giant drawer

Safe and easy access with 75% slide extension
Up to 900kg weight capacity on HD models
Simple bolt-on installation

Weather resistant

Made in the USA since 1999

* $150 Rebate applies to BedSlide products only and will be applied at checkout.
Offer valid 1-31 August 2023 or until stocks last.

UPFITTER.COM.AU



Always on my mind

I asked the builder to make my office
space look like a log cabin in the woods. As
a result, the walls and fixed bookshelves
comprise 20mm-thick A-grade plywood
stained with linseed oil to bring out the
grain, the window frames made of merbau
to provide a ‘picture frame’ for the views
beyond. Being double-glazed the windows
eliminate noise from passing trucks, neigh-
bours’ dogs and other background chatter
and what would a log cabin be without a
wood-burning stove? Behind the stove is a
rock wall and in combination, these features
create a space where I can truly do my
thing and, best of all, no-one tidies my desk.

From the street you wouldn’t know my
mancave exists as due to the lay of the land,
the structure simply looks like a garage.
The only clue to its dual-purpose is the 7m
dormer window from which I have a great
view of treetops and the Brindabella Range.
In winter I stand at the desk with my back
to the fire, writing stories and conducting
historical research. The fire warms the seat
of my intelligence, the stove also heats the
pizza that promises a full belly at lunch and
the pot of coffee percolating on top gently
infuses the air.

Frozen trophies

I don’t call my mancave a trophy room
because I'm not a trophy hunter, I hunt for
food. Indeed, I have just three deer skulls
mounted in one corner of the room, all of
them significant due to the context in which
the hunt took place, not the size of the
antlers. But what these skulls lack in coat

Reminders of long-gone hunts.
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Dog, fox, cat and pig mementoes.

hangers they make up for (and more) in their

associated memories. The same can be said
of the cat, fox and dog skulls which decorate
several shelves and as for the rest of the
animals I've dropped during 40-odd years of
hunting, they've filled my dad’s freezer, the
freezers of property owners and mates.

Of course they’ve filled my freezers too
and as I write, that section of the garage
beer fridge is crammed with wild harvested
game as are two 40-litre camp fridges set on
freezer mode. Dishes such as goat goulash,
rabbit and mushroom pie and my child’s
favourite marinated and slow-cooked deer
ribs are always on the menu at our place. As
an environmental scientist I take pride in
lowering the number of ferals out there and
it’s a happy coincidence they taste so good.

Another shelf heaving with nick-nacks
which give Scott pleasure.

Granddag
was only five

When he was
locked up

A walk down. ..

So if it’s not a trophy room then what fills
this mancave? In reality it’s more like a
memory room, a physical storage device
which, at a single glance, represents a walk
through time. Look around and you’ll find
the horns of a scrub bull and rabbit traps
affixed to the walls, shotgun championship
sashes draped on the bookshelf, all of which
belonged to my grandfather.

Other artefacts include the antique kero-
sene blowtorch he used to teach me how
to melt lead, pour it into moulds and make
fishing sinkers when I was seven. When I
see these things I feel he’s somehow still
with me, sharing my cave, as does the black
and white photo of Trial Bay Gaol. This is
where my family was interred during World
War One and even though they were all
born in Australia, it happened because of
their German heritage.

It’s particularly ironic this incarceration
occurred as my European forebears sold
ammunition and gunpowder to nations across
the globe. Even though granddad was only
five when he was locked up, he still went on
to serve in the Australian Light Horse during
the 1930s and RAAF during WWIL.
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Templeton T2000 Button
Release 12G In Stock Now

Templeton T2000
Synthetic 20" $1235

Templeton T2000
Left Hand Synthetic 20" $1235

- Templeton T2000

Timber 20" $1290

Templeton T2000

Synthetic 20" $1290

T —
Templeton T2000
Marine Tactical $1315

Magnum Sports Exclusive

Sig Sauer
Buckmaster Combo
-3-9x40 Scope with
BDC reticle

-Sig Buckmaster 1500 laser
rangefinder

-Putyour ballistics into the
rangefinder and it tells you the
distance of your target and which
holdover point on the reticle to use.
Just $595 for both

Incredible Value

GHENR!
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Henry 410 Lever Action Shotguns
In stock in very limited numbers
20" or 24" Barrels $1799

WEBLEY&SCOTT

Webley & Scott Xocet Rimfire
German made 22Ir and 22wmr
19" carbon fiber barrel

10 shot detachable magazine
Never to be repeated $399

Hornady:

Hornady American Whitetail Sale
6.5 Creedmoor 139gr
Just $450 per 200

www.magnumsports.com.au
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DEALERS LICENCE NO: 409564311

we aim to please

SAUER®

Sauer 100 Silver

Ceratech 6.5CM

Synthetic stock and Cerakote
barreled action

Free 10 round spare magazine
Just $1295 very limited stock

. I ” Sauer 404 Classic XT

Massively reduced from $6120

Just $3895

Limited stock in 223, 308, 270. 30-06,
7mm rem mag and 300 win mag.

1" or 30mm Sauer SUM Rings,
just $660 with any rifle purchase.

@Muuﬂlrﬁng

Nikko Stirlin

Diamond 6-24x50 FF
[lluminated HMD reticle
34mm tube and side parralax

Was $576, now just $399

Nikko Stirlin
Diamond 4-16x44 FF
[lluminated PRR-MIL reticle
34mm tube and side parralax
Was $555, now just $349

Nikko Stirlin,
Hornet ED 10-50x56
Illuminated HMD-T reticle

Was $966, now just $795

Nikko Stirlin,
Game Pro 4-12x4
Half Mil dot reticle &

target turrets

Was $195, now just $99

iH rOSSI

Rossi Puma Triple Black
357 or 44 magnum, 16.5" Barrel,
black Cerakote, just $1195

' ! Rossi Citadel Levtac
e 18"357ma 44ma,

l% or
Back in stock Just $91

l , Rossi Citadel TRAKR

22Ir or 22WMR
Just $299

€nc

Not available for firearm

or ammunition sales

No lay-by available on
these limited time specials.

CANIIK

Canik Clearance Limited Stock

rr

Canik Rival SFX 9mm
Black or Grq)y
Cased with 3 mags, holster

and optics plates.
Was $}-)1—7-6&I,)now just $1295

==

' ' Sako Quad Synthetic 22Ir

Was $+985, now just $1549 5 only.

@ BERETTA

Beretta 92FS 9mm
Cased with 2 mags
Just $1295 while stock lasts

Beretta APX 9mm
Cased with 2 mags
Was $1245, 5 only at $975

QCZ

NSW Compliant CZ Shadow 2s
Back in Stock

CZ Shadow 2 9mm

with 1 x NSW compliant

magazine gor 3 x standard
mags for other states
Just $199

Spare NSW compliant mags $149 each

CZ Shadow 2 Bronze

Limited Edition 9mm

with 1 x NSW compliant

magazine gor 3 x standard
mags for other states
Just $209

Spare NSW compliant mags $149 each

CZ Shadow 2 9mm mags
{Not for NSW) All other states
ust $99 each

Meopta Meonight 1.1

$15 flat rate post
on any order
anywhere in

Australia

- Exchuding firaarms and dangerous gopds_
and some bulky items to remole locations:

Back In Stock for Inmediate Delivery

1 Southern Cross Arms

Taipan Light
Aussie made pump action 223 $2185

FXairguns

New FX Panthera
Very limited stock

I I FX Panthera Sniper

22cal, 25cal and 30cal 700mm barrels
Just $3390

n FX Impact MK3 Black

In stockin 177, 22, 25 and 30 cal
Standard 600mm barrel just $3330
Sniper 700mm barrel just $3430

FX Impact MK3 Sniper Bronze

In stock1n 177, 22, 25 and 30 cal
Standard 600mm barrel just $3395
Sniper 700mm barrel just $3495

Call for pricing and
availability on other FX
Models, Heaps available

Sl

Ridgeline 4K Trail Cam

24 mega pixels and 4K video, 2" colour
LCD screen, 8 month stand by time
Was $268, now just $119

while stocks last

QBurria

% New Model
Burris Veracitg_ PH 5-20x50
i

Heads-up splzay shows
your target distance.

Just range your target, dial to
distanced and shoot.

Just $1899

Burris Eliminator III
4-16x50 with rangefinder
automatic trajectory compensation

expandable ballistics.
Was $2-46-P5, now just $1815
Limited stock

G ERM A NY

Military grade night vision Steiner Predator 8 Scopes
Made in Czech Republic Available now
? Hand held or scope mounted. Predator 8 2-16x42 [lluminted $2509
RC 9 Pellet Buckshot - Ve Just $3495 Predator 8 3-24x50 [lluminated $2659
Just $200 perslab of 200 "8 = Very limited stock Predator 8 4-32x56 Illuminated $2765
19 Babbage Rd MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
Roseville Chase NSW 2069  SAT: 8am - 3pm

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE




Always on my mind

Living history
While heritage is important the mancave
isn’t all about paying homage to lives gone
by. After all, I've made plenty of memories
myself and near the door is a CAD drawing
of my very own designed and patented
survival knife, an endeavour which brought
to fruition years of thought, sketching and
prototypes. Elsewhere the lounge chair
under the Trial Bay photo is the first brand-
new piece of furniture I ever bought as a
university student. It’s actually a double
fold-out futon and, oh, the stories it could
tell though these days it’s just handy when
visitors come to stay.

Around the room are several skins with
particular significance including pelts of the
first rabbit I took some 40-plus years ago,

along with my earliest feral cat. On the floor

is a scrub bull skin and another belonging
to a feral nanny goat, the latter meaningful
as it was taken on a week-long hunt which
coincided with Dad’s 60th birthday and my
wife joined me on the trip while pregnant
with our one and only. A portion of frozen
nanny meat we subsequently cooked and
pureed with vegetables was our little girl’s
first taste of animal protein.

Beyond these items are many reminders
of my role these days as a husband and
father. There’s a photo of my wife and I
walking the Inca Trail on our honeymoon
and a picture of her stealing a cuddle from
our six-week-old during her first road trip
to be introduced to family and friends.

And under the window I've pinned some
favourite pictures drawn by our daughter,
including the one she made aged six after
I'd taken her on her first rabbit hunt with
our longbows.

Prepper’s library

Any visitor to my mancave soon realises

I like books. You see while the mezzanine
ceiling is too low in places to stand, it’s
never too low for a bookcase and most
shelves are crammed with books. Here
you’ll find volumes on military history, fire-
arms, survival, bushcraft, bush tucker, first
aid, animals, native birds, DIY, gardening,
the environment, explorers . . . the list goes
on and I'd estimate around 500 books grace
the mancave walls.

And if you ask ‘why so many’ it’s for two
reasons, firstly because I like to leaf through
hard copy pages. It’s a tactile experience and
with book in hand I'll ‘zone out’ by the fire-
place on the beanbag with a coffee close by.
enjoy hooks because not everything’s on the
internet and many of these volumes don’t
exist online. Indeed many no longer can be
found even in bookshops.
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Skin from the first
rabbit Scott shot more
than 40 years ago.

Stairway to...

It’s true the mancave’s mezzanine heaves
with mementos and even the stairwell
leading down to the garage hosts a gallery
of souvenirs. Pinned to the wall is a map
of Papua New Guinea where I spent many
months during the past decade searching
for WWII soldiers who’ve no known grave.
I previously undertook this role for the
Army’s Unrecovered War Casualties unit
and these days I operate with Kokoda
Historical, a company leading tours to
Kokoda and other battlegrounds which don’t
attract the attention they merit.

The nearby map of Nauru is also signifi-
cant as it reminds me battlefield losses
aren’t the sole domain of soldiers. In this
case Nauru is the location of five Australian
Government officials executed by the
Japanese. Their status as civilians at the

-
Su;ely every bookcase
S needs a knife rack!

time of their death (regardless of previous
military service) had rendered their
recovery inconsequential to the Australian
Government until recently. And I'm proud
to be involved with the research team
determined to rectify this omission.

Finally there are the hats and jackets
I reach for when I head out scrub. The
Akubra hats overhanging the stairwell
on railway spikes have been modified in
line with a 1942 Sydney University study
intended to help soldiers better camouflage
themselves in the jungles of New Guinea.
Among other things, the coat rack at the
bottom of the stairs holds my favourite
warm weather gear and then there’s the
bear trap suspended over the staircase
from a meat hook drilled into the ceiling. Its
purpose? You can never be too careful! @



Calonox Sight SE
The entry to pre
imaging.

 Superior image quality

Image Optimization (LIO™) * Leica’s aspherical provides

* Impressive image quality optimum colour rendition

* 1x magnification for secondary use * Minimum 3,000 hours of battery
as observation device life at medium brightness

* Rugged thermal sensor  Extremely rugged and impact-

* 384x288 px VOx detector resistant to at least 1,000 g

¢ High-resolution OLED * Leica Motion Sensor: illumination

* Reliable companion switches off and on automatically

* Maximum proved repeatability with * Available with and without Weaver-
adaptors type/Picatinny rail mount

* Proven optical concept 42 mm
f/ 1.1 objective

SPECIAL OFFER .~ AMPLUS 6 3-18x44i L Ballistic BDC MoA
$ 1 ’9 9 o 4-.'?-'5_.‘.‘...?._? ?V *“-:éf“ The Amplus 6 instils Leica’s proven DNA in a versatile riflescope

- with 6x zoom for everyday hunting. Suits all hunting conditions and
SAVE $700 OFF RRP . : . .
ailadesm g - - h calibres from rabbits up to your largest big game.

# - Terms and conditions apply. Special offer only valid through participating authorised Leica
- Camera Australia Sport Optics Dealers* and only applies to new Leica Amplus 6 3-18x44i
. L Ballistic BDC MOA (Item Code: 50211) riflescopes sold prior to 30/6/2023 or until stock
sells out, whichever comes first. Recommended Retail Price (RRP) is a recommendation only
and Dealers are under no obligation to sell or have sold at that price previously.

*Visit your local participating Leica Sport Optics Dealer

VIC Delta Tactical | Frank O’Reilly’s Sports | Gun Sport Trading | Gunco Sports Superstore | H & S Firearms | In Season Hunting and
Fishing Warragul | Mansfield Hunting and Fishing | Miall’s Gun Shop NSW Abela’s Gun Shop | Elk’s Hunting & Fishing | Horsley Park Gun
Shop | Safari Firearms | Tamworth Firearms QLD Hall’s Firearms Townsville | Hall’s Firearms Rockhampton | The Barn Toowoomba
WA Claremont Firearms SA Scoped Out TAS Sports Hut NT Fishing & Outdoor World




Night into day

Lightforce hybrid driving lights impressed Nicholas Rositano

aving recently bought a set of

Lightforce HTX2 hybrid driving

lights I mounted them on my 2022

Landcruiser to give it the final
touch. The HTX2s include a dual switching
harness for the vehicle as standard though
you can also buy one for your model of car to
retain the factory look. The lights come with
three holes in the mounting bracket for ease
of positioning on the bull bar.

Having owned a few different brands in
the past, I now understand why Lightforce
have the reputation they do as their quality
is second to none and being Australian-made
is an added bonus. The HTX2 replaces the
first generation HTX light, this new and
updated version using less power compared
to the originals and they’re smaller in size.
Lighforce supply installation instructions
for a simple DIY job, though I opted to have
them fitted by a qualified auto electrician.

It was time to hit the road for a deer hunt
in the south-east of South Australia and boy
I was keen to test these lights on country
roads. The HTX2s feature an aluminium
casing with clear cover for added protection
to both the LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes)
and HID (High Intensity Discharge) globes.
They’re fairly slimline in design which
means more options to fit different makes
and models of bull bar.

The HTX2 has 20 LEDs around the
perimeter of the light to give maximum
spread for the flood display option and
feature a reliable German-spec Osram
ballast as standard to reduce emissions
compared to other spotlights. Another
standout is the 5000k Philips D1S HID
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bulb which gives the maximum one lux at
1650 metres (as claimed by Lightforce).
The HTX2 run on a 12-volt battery, draw
roughly 11.5 amps and at 2.3kg including
bracket are a lightweight unit.

What I liked most about this driving light
is the option to use both the flood and spot
settings at the same time but also switch
between them depending on the situation.
The HXT?2 includes two blackout filters
which can be deployed to suit different
driving conditions, though the lights have
to be positioned correctly to maximise
their potential. And bear in mind you may
have to adjust or tweak them slightly
when the vehicle is fully loaded as this can
change the angle of beam. This tweaking is
a simple operation and I recommend doing
it before each trip.

On the road it took nothing more than the
flick of a switch to turn night into day, such
is the power of these lights. Being able to
clearly see well over a kilometre ahead
makes it easy to distinguish any potential
hazards, especially on country roads, giving
the driver added confidence in the event of
wildlife appearing out of nowhere.

The HTX2s are water and dust-proof
which makes them well suited to almost any
conditions this country can throw at them
and even in foggy conditions they proved
their worth. Over rough ground they main-
tained a perfect spread of flood and spotlight,
a big tick for me as previous spotlights I've
owned proved ‘bouncy’ on corrugations
which made for a poor field of view.

The next test was out in the paddock and
I was genuinely blown away with just how

far the HTX2s reached. The width of flood
was superb and spanned a couple of hundred
metres, lighting up the paddock surround-
ings and making it a breeze to avoid wombat
holes which can prove a real danger.

The lights have been on my Landcruiser
for more than six months now and haven’t
missed a beat. The HTX2 avoids the need
to fit an additional LED light-bar on your
vehicle which really gives you the best
of both worlds and while I didn’t have
the chance to do any creek crossings,
Lightforce back this product to be submers-
ible up to 1m.

The look of the HTX2 is very stylish and
in my opinion one of the best on the market.
Priced at around $1700 the Lightforce
HTX2s are backed by a three-year warranty
(some competitors offer only a 12-month
cover) and Lightforce can supply replace-
ment globes and other components if need
be. With years of engineering and design
experience behind them, they have really
created their most powerful light yet which
ticks all the boxes from reliability to looks.
More at www.lightforce.com @

for more than a kilometre.
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The ad-Vantage

is all yours

Webley & Scott shotgun an entry-level
winner, says John McDougall

ince contracting their operations

to Italy from Turkey, traditional

English gunmaker Webley & Scott

has progressively overcome a few
shortfalls in production which has resulted
in a marked improvement in their shotguns.
The latest model is no exception with the
finish on their Vantage Sporter simply
first-class, including striking woodwork and
a keen detail for both wood-to-metal and
metal-to-metal fit.

The most striking improvement has been
in the trigger mechanism as those earlier
Turkish models were fitted with quite an
agricultural affair, though this latest Italian-
made gun has left that well and truly behind
with triggers nicely weighted and very
responsive. For a shotgun priced below the
$1900 mark it represents good value and,
with a five-year warranty, peace of mind is
assured. So let’s take a look at the Webley
& Scott Vantage Sporter 12-gauge shotgun.

Barrels

These are impeccably blued with no sign
of residual solder or flux, something which
had been noticeable on Turkish-made
models I reviewed 10 years ago. The side
ribs run the full length without being venti-
lated while the top ventilated rib measures
5mm and features a brass bead at the
muzzle. There’s no-mid bead which was a
little disappointing for a Sporter but this can
be fitted aftermarket at an affordable price
if desired.

At the muzzle end the barrels are fitted
with interchangeable choke tubes, five
provided with the gun and all fully internal
fitting and measuring 50mm. The flat
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spanner for removal of the chokes is func-
tional though I'd favour an aftermarket Briley
speed wrench for improved ease of use.

At the chamber end the gun is suited to
76mm or 3" chambered cartridges. This is
handy for use in water-fowling but be aware
the instruction book advises no tighter than
half choke when using steel shot as the gun
is steel shot proofed for High Performance
loads. The sides of the monobloc have an
interesting jewel polishing pattern to retain
lubricants which is a bonus.

The ejectors are automatic and generally
well-timed, occasionally ejecting both shells
after only one barrel has been fired. This is
a tad frustrating but something which can
be easily adjusted by a competent gunsmith
or under the five-year warranty, so not a
major concern just an occasional nuisance.
The barrels are finished well beyond what
I found on earlier Turkish-made guns, a
credit to the Italian manufacturer and of
course Webley & Scott’s quality assurance.

Receiver
Engraving about the stylish receiver is
imposed by a spark erosion process. There
were a few stray marks on the receiver but
overall the scroll engraving suited the gun
perfectly, remembering the latest model
Vantage sells for below $1900. It’s an entry
level affair so far as a sporting shotgun is
concerned but given the Vantage’s attri-
butes, including the marvellous Turkish
walnut, this is a reasonable purchase if not
just for a field gun (more on that later).
Design of the top lever is excellent
with a little engraving to give a firm and
positive action. The safety catch/barrel

The fore-end with chequering and
borders cut perfectly using CNC
machinery at around 18 lines/inch.

selector is on the top tang, a traditional
position for many modern guns and conve-
nient location for quick barrel selection
or to apply the safety when required.
Design of the trigger-guard and trigger-
foot is very good, affording plenty of room
for those who shoot with thin leather
gloves. The triggerfoot isn’t adjustable for
length of pull but sufficiently placed and
comfortable for most shooters. Trigger
pulls were a little heavy at just over 5lb
each (2.268kg) and I reckon I'd have my
gunsmith lighten these to 41b or even 3%:lb
if using the gun in competition.

One feature I really like is the fact
the triggers are mechanically activated
compared to the inertia triggers found on
most modern guns. Mechanically activated
triggers allow for a second shot in the
event of a misfire, whereas inertia triggers
provide nothing unless you’re super-fast on
the barrel selector. With inertia triggers,
if the first barrel misfires the selector and
cocking mechanism won’t allow a second
shot to be fired so I view the mechanical
system as a huge advantage, especially if
you take it out in the field.

Stock and fore-end

The stock and fore-end are made from
quality Turkish walnut you may not even
find on a $7000 gun with the grain, colour
and character just superb. The European
style cheekpiece on the left of the stock (for
a right-handed shooter) is a classic touch
which gave the gun a good mount, with my
preferred right eye looking straight down
the rib. Density of the wood is another plus
and helped balance the Vantage perfectly.



The receiver features
decorated scroll work
done by spark erosion.

I was also impressed to find a slip pad
attached to the butt of the stock, this being
a style of recoil pad with a plastic cap on
top to let clothing slip away as the gun is
mounted. I feel not enough people practice
correct gun mounting whereby the stock
is lifted outward as the mount begins then
brought into the shoulder which doesn’t
require such a butt pad style. The stock
doesn’t have an adjustable comb-piece
which can cost an additional $350-$500.

Out and about
The Vantage Sporter performed well on
more than several rounds of sporting clays,
with a few friends who fired it remarking
on how light it felt at 3.4kg (7%:lb). The
gun moved fairly quickly, felt well balanced
and despite the triggers being a little
heavy were a great improvement on earlier
models reviewed.
I used the gun to shoot a few quail in
season and found the chokes hard-hitting
and very even in their pattern using Clever
size 8 Trap loads supplied for testing. I didn’t
have a chance to try it on waterfowl but I
think using HP steel shot loads travelling
in excess of 1500fps you'd need every bit of
comfort from that recoil pad. Shooting lighter
28-gram Clever loads was a pleasure on clays
and quail, with next to no recoil and superb
patterns from the short 50mm choke tubes.
At around $1890 over the counter,
this new-model Webley & Scott Vantage
Sporter represents excellent value all
things considered, being a lightweight
little shotgun offering additional versatility
for hunting that could be quite comfortably
carried all day. @

Design and rake of the
pistol grip is relatively long
compared to modern trends

Looking down the barrels from the chamber
end you notice the anti-glare rib, strong
ejectors and significant bottom bite to the
rear bottom of the monobloc.

Stock design is quite unusual with
a comb piece raised as svited for
a right-handed shooter.

Safety catch/barrel selector is in
the traditional position behind the
top lever on the top tang.

Specifications

Distributor: Outdoor Sporting Agencies
Model: Webley & Scott Vantage Sporter
(new model)

Overall length: [210mm/47 %"

Barrel length: 760mm/30"

Overall weight: 3.4kg/7Ib 8oz

Barrel weight: |.5kg/3Ib 50z

Bore size and diameter: |2-gauge, under
0.724", over: 0.721"

Chamber length and proof: 76mm/3"
chamber, HP Steel shot proof (steel shot loads
not recommended over Modified choke)

Forcing cones: Standard

Chokes: 50mm fully internal choke tubes
with flat choke key supplied. Cylinder: 0.723",
Improved Cylinder: 0.7 14", Modified: 0.703",
Improved Modified: 0.694", Full: 0.690"
Trigger pulls: Under/over both 2.3kg/5lb
Stock dimensions: Length of pull:
380mm/15", drop at comb: | 4",

drop at heel: 24"

Price: Around $1900 with five-year warranty
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Pr@%ﬁilﬁgthe lands we hunt

practising biosecurity hygiene

Rachael Oxborrow

unters accessing public lands

or agricultural properties can

potentially spread pests and

diseases that could decimate
Australia’s agricultural industries, but some
simple measures can reduce this risk and
strengthen relationships with landowners.

Cleaning wheel arches on vehicles,
sticking to designated tracks and clean foot-
wear are simple biosecurity risk reduction
measures hunters can follow as they work
with landowners to control pest animals.

When a landowner invites hunters onto
their land, they rely on the visiting party
being mindful of biosecurity risks and
committing to help prevent, reduce or
eliminate the introduction and spread of
diseases as we go about our activities.

But being a biosecurity aware hunter
goes beyond preventing biosecurity
breaches at just the properties where we
might hunt. It is for the benefit of our whole
country. This is why the Sporting Shooters’
Association of Australia (SSAA National)
has partnered with Grain Producers
Australia (GPA) as we work to spread the
word that hunters are committed to main-
taining biosecurity for all.

The Secure Our Farms-Hunt BioAware
campaign was launched earlier this year and
widely celebrated by the grain producing and
wider agricultural community in Australia.

SSAA National Wildlife Programs Leader
Matthew Godson said hunters conducting
pest animal control and being conscious of
biosecurity risks when entering and exiting
properties added to our good reputation in
the community.

“Hunters providing the vital service
that takes the load off landowners in terms
of pest animal control, but also practising
good biosecurity practices are the whole
package,” he said.

“By working with GPA to ensure
hunters are aware of the commitment
landowners need from visitors to their
property, we're ensuring hunters have an
ongoing place in land management and our
agricultural industry is safe from biosecu-
rity risks into the future.”

Farmers have the responsibility to
manage authorised visitors to their proper-
ties such as contractors, tradespeople and
hunters, but are also faced with unauthor-
ised visitors accessing their land.

GPA Chair Barry Large said compla-
cency is the enemy of biosecurity and
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vigilance is critical to protecting farm
productivity and performance.

“Farmers can’t conduct the basic surveil-
lance and inspections for hitchhiker pests if
people are accessing our properties without
us knowing about it,” he said.

“The Secure Our Farms-Hunt BioAware
partnership between GPA and SSAA
National ensures everyone understands the
risks and consequences of ignoring biosecu-
rity; deliberately or not.

“Someone entering a farm without the
farmer’s knowledge and not following
the right protocols also risks spreading
serious biosecurity risks, which could
decimate our $28 billion cropping sector,”
Mr Large said. “If we had a combined bios-
ecurity outhreak for crops and animals, it
would also threaten our food security and
increases prices for everyday Australians,
and the countries we export to.”

What is biosecurity?

Biosecurity is the process of preventing
the introduction, spread or impact of
harmful organisms such as viruses,
bacteria, animals, plants, pathogen and
insects. These pests have to be managed
and planned for at a whole country level
through imports and exports, state level,
regional level and by property boundaries.

Feral cats, toads, weeds, fungus, insects
and airborne diseases are all types of bios-
ecurity risks that threaten our native wild-
life, environment and way of life. Measures
such as controlling what can be brought into
or out of Australia, a state or territory or
geographical region, can stop the establish-
ment or reduce spread risks from animal,
plant or food items.

Australia’s biosecurity system ensures
our industries can continue to do business
overseas. In many ways it protects our way
of life as we know it. Biosecurity safeguards
agriculture, forestry and fisheries industries
worth $51 billion, our $50 billion tourism
sector, environmental assets worth $5.7
trillion and more than 1.6 million jobs.

What is farm biosecurity?

Australia’s grain is produced in Queensland,
New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, South
Australia and Western Australia. Across this
vast area there are a varying range of soils
and climatic conditions in which a wide array
of crops are grown. Subsequently, the associ-
ated pests and diseases that can pose a risk

p DR

to production also threaten production and
domestic and international market access
vary widely.

Grain farm biosecurity generally involves
implementing a set of management prac-
tices that protect a property from entry and
spread of pests. Growers are encouraged to:
* Monitor crops for the presence of pests
* Report anything unusual
* Manage people movement
* Reduce risks posed by vehicles and

equipment
* Manage produce carefully
» Manage risks posed by livestock and feed

What are hunters’ responsibilities?
Weeds and diseases can be spread between
farming regions or paddocks through the
movement of vehicles and people. Simple
measures such as maintaining a clean
vehicle and gear, liaising with landowners
about any biosecurity requirements and
reporting anything unusual take little time
for hunters but can make a big difference.

Biosecurity threats posed by contami-
nated soil and plants passing between prop-
erties were often less visible than the pest
animals hunters are used to addressing.

“Just like pest animals, these weeds,
insects, pathogens and diseases present
very real threats to a farmer’s bottom line,”
Mr Godson said.

“The control of pest animals by a hunter
is just as vital to biosecurity management as
pest weed, disease and insect control. The
difference is these more sinister and almost
invisible biosecurity threats can be effec-
tively controlled by everyone entering and
exiting a property doing the right thing.”

Australian agriculture is worth $81 billion
to the economy, providing vital food and
commodities for both Australia and overseas
countries. It’s estimated a large multi-state
foot-and-mouth outbreak would cost live-
stock producers more than $52 billion over
a 10-year period. A potential incursion of
African swine fever into the Australian pork
sector has estimated total economic losses
between $1.5 to $2 billion under a high-
spread scenario spanning five years. @

Take the first step.
Become BioAware today!

Scan the QR code or visit
the link to get started.

ssaa.org.au/?ss_news=biosecurity-
safety-its-in-your-hands
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Make

the most

John Moore

o some people brass is slang for

money but to us it’s the word we

often use for empty cases and

those cases are integral to our rifle
and handgun shooting. They’re the small
containers which hold the primer, powder
and projectile together, enabling us to carry
our ammunition around in boxes to the range
and often in our pockets when hunting.

And when we do fire the shot they seal
the breech, preventing the extraordinarily
high pressure that drives the projectile from
blowing backwards - potentially damaging
our firearm and possibly ourselves - and
then spring back in size a fraction to enable
us to extract the fired case. Wow!

Yet do we give our brass cases much
thought? Maybe not much. Should we?
Probably.

If we don’t reload fired cases we may
simply discard them, yet they’re usually
worth more than the sum of primer, powder
and projectile combined, so if we don’t
reload or pass our empties to someone who
does, we're ditching more than half of what
we paid for.

Reloaders understand this value and
reuse fired cases to make ammuni-
tion that suits their particular needs,
ammo that’s often tailored to be more

Typical straight walled brass case
.38 Special, .357 Mag (nickel- plaied
brass case), .44 Rem Mag, .38-55
Win and .45-70 Govt.
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An array of bottleneck brass cases: .222 Ren-l, .223 Rem, .243 Win,
.250 Sav, .257 Rbts, .308 Win, .30-06 Sprg and .375 H&H Mag.

accurate in their firearms than factory-
bought. My family are primary producers
and a lot of the ammunition we reload

is with lower velocity loads to meet our
needs for controlling vermin, usually taken
at night with a spotlight or thermal scope,
so all of this has to be reloaded.

Cases are made of brass which is an
alloy of copper and zinc. There are lots of
different types of brasses each made with a
mixture of the metals, occasionally with a
small quantity of other metals added, each
type made for a particular purpose. If you
search it on the internet you’ll find group-
ings of brasses, with one category being
cartridge brass, as for centuries cartridge
brass has been crucially important for
making ammunition cases.

It’s typically 70 per cent copper and
30 per cent zinc and this

particular alloy is
tough and springy,
remarkably so, and
thank goodness it
is. It’s able to be
drawn (the technical
term used to describe
the engineering
process of converting
a disc of metal into a
cylindrical shape) and it
takes around 14 separate
operations to make a
bottleneck rifle case.
The process starts
with a disc being punched
from a sheet of brass then
progressively, each step
involves a separate set of
dies being formed first
into a shallow cup then

in distinct operations. Each time this is
into a slightly narrower but longer cup

or cylinder to then be trimmed to length,
have the neck formed, primer pocket
formed, flash hole punched, rim or groove
(if a rimless cartridge) turned and head-
stamp applied.

Yet like most metals when it’s worked,
brass hardens and if not softened it'll break
as we see when case necks crack. Usually
in making rifle cases the brass is softened
or annealed after every second operation.
As we'’re well aware at present there’s a
shortage of some ammunition and many
components needed for reloading and this
includes brass cases.

A rifle I'm currently using a lot for
vermin control is a Ruger M77, originally
chambered for 22-250 but rebored for its
parent cartridge the 250-3000, known these
days as the .250 Savage. While we have
reasonable stocks of cases for the other
calibres we reload, we have few .250 Savage
cases and right now I can’t find any more
to buy. I know I can make them from other
cases available but I'd rather not if I don’t
have to, so I'm being extra careful with the
cases we do have.

Here’s what I do. The first thing is to
periodically anneal the case necks and
when we do need high velocity loads, to
load at suggested levels. Next is to only
neck size, restricting full-length resizing to
when cases eventually become sticky. Some
reloading die sets have neck sizing dies but
most of ours only have full-length sizing
dies and when we just have these we back
the die off a bit and only size part of the
neck, not working the case body each time.

Years ago when trying to seat both cast
and paper-patched bullets (as they’re not
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Make the most of your brass

as tough and forgiving as jacketed bullets)

I found it was easy to ruin good bullets if
trying to squeeze them into a neck that was
a bit too tight. So now we occasionally make
different sized neck expander plugs, in
particular slightly larger plugs when loading
paper-patched or cast bullets as most rifles
like these are a thou or two oversize.

To do this you’ll need access to a small
lathe or a friend who has one. These little
plugs are easy to make and given the
limited use we put them to, they don’t
have to be hardened so can be made out of
mild steel. Polish them well and use some
lubricant - we dip case necks in powdered
graphite before neck sizing.

Making separate neck expanding plugs
to suit particular bullets is really about
reloading, not so much about protecting
the case necks by limiting the working
of the brass, though the two neck sizing
operations do go hand-in-hand. I was still
finding that factory neck sizing dies were
working the case necks more than I thought
I needed for our rifles, and was having to
apply quite a lot of pressure to size the
necks down then pull the expanding plug
out of the case.

John's plan for a homemade neck sizing die.
To suit your existing

decapping/neck
expanding assembly.

Hardened and
polished tool steel
neck sizing ring.
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The first-class sets of reloading dies we
have are made to accommodate (for a given
calibre) all makes of firearms and cases.
Even though there are tight tolerances used
by firearm and ammunition manufacturers,
there are always variations, even if it’s only
from the tooling to make them wear a little
in use. Even so, factory neck resizing dies
have to be made to reduce the necks to the
smallest possible required diameter.

What we do now is make a separate neck
sizing die to suit each of our rifles, to size
necks down just enough so the expanding
plug requires little effort to pull it out the
case, probably expanding the neck by only
a thou or two. A custom-made die to suit
each rifle means less effort’s required when
neck sizing cases which I equate to less
working of the brass case necks.

If you or your machinist friend is able to
cut the thread to suit your reloading press
and have a suitable tap, you can use the
de-capping and neck sizing plug assembly
from your bought neck or full-length
resizing die. Your die body can be made
from a piece of mild steel with preferably
free machining as it’s easier to work.

7/8 inch free
machining
mild steel.

To suit your
reloading press (7/8
x 14 in our case).

The business part of this die is the little
ring of steel which sizes the neck down
and can be bored, bevelled and polished to
size the neck to the required diameter. This
can be driven into the die body and it holds
there if an interference fit of a thousandth
of an inch is used. Make a dolly to seat it
and use the heaviest hammer you have,
resting the die body on something soft like
a block of aluminium when you do this.

Because I'd rather not have to replace
the sizing buttons ever and also so I can
polish them well with a finish that’ll last, I
make these from small pieces of tool steel
we call silver steel. This grade can be
hardened and tempered in a home work-
shop using a propane torch.
This all sounds complex but
it’s not and when you use a
tailor-made neck sizing die
and expander plug to suit what
you're loading, neck sizing is a
real pleasure. And I'm banking =
the lesser working of my .250
Savage case necks will mean
they last a lot longer. @

}MHIHHHH

Homemade neck sizing die with
factory-made de-capping and
neck expanding assembly.
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Ted Donaldson salutes those
who can shoot a fly at 500m

century ago the renowned US gun

writer Townsend Whelan uttered a

statement that “only accurate rifles

are interesting” and that pretty
much remains the case today and, as an
outstanding example, Vince Vaina not so
long ago relaunched the 500m Fly Shoot at
the Belmont range in Brisbane. There were
four of us to start with along with a few
observers until eventually the match was
overrun, with attendance almost doubling
each time. The club responded by doubling
the number of targets several times and,
prior to COVID restrictions, up to 40
competitors lined up to shoot, which is the
capacity of the Fly range.

Shooting an actual-size blow fly at 500m
is a challenge achievable only by those
determined individuals prepared to seek
perfection - it’s an art - and because of its
popularity Vince has added 300m Centrefire
and 200m Rimfire matches. The Fly match
involves a series of six targets, your first
task being to sight-in then aim at five
scoring targets. Vehicles are used to change
targets which are returned to the benches
and hung on the ‘wailing wall’ for evalua-
tion. With the scoring targets eight shots
are allowed, three into the sighter plate
then five on the target to score.

Most shooters started with their existing
rifles, many in .308, but these proved
inadequate because their relatively slow
velocity meant they became victims of the
wind. The .308 is adequate for Big Bore
matches because of those sizeable targets
and scoring rings, but not so when shooting
a 20mm Fly (typical Fly rifles are capable of
better accuracy at 500m than a .22 Rimfire
at 50m).

So which calibres work best? Obviously
the .30 calibre should be popular as the
holes in the target would be clearly visible
though sadly there’s no free lunch. Wind is
the determining factor and the projectile’s
ballistic coefficient (BC) is the final arbiter,
s0 .30 calibre bullets with high BC and a
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weight more than 200gr are essentially
loaded into Magnum cases with shovelfuls
of powder.

The reality is it’s a rare shooter who
can sit at a bench and accurately shoot
50 rounds, although Vince does. Bullet
weight and high BC are the deciding factors
for most shooters who opt for the higher
capacity 6.5 cartridges in the light gun cate-
gory, those firearms having a weight limit of
171b (they're usually a 6.5). In the light gun
category this can produce the highest score
on the day, though there are more of them
on the line.

After research, my choice of cartridge
was the .284 Winchester. Developed some
years back, it was an attempt to reduce the
length of a .270 to a case to fit into a short
action and this was achieved by designing
a shorter, fatter case but retaining the
.308-size bolt head. It works brilliantly
when coupled with long, high BC projec-
tiles and I use 184gr Berger Hybrids
with some success as they have a BC
approaching .700.

Long-range accuracy can only be main-
tained with stable high-quality benchrest
gear. My rifle has a custom steel stock and

Excellent target shot at
500m. Fly guns are more
accurate at 500m than
many Rimfires at 50m.
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Mission: Impossible

weighs 25lb, meaning I can position it on
the benchrest, line-up the fly target and
shoot it free of recoil with only my trigger
finger touching the rifle. The benefit is that
instead of watching through the scope I can
scan for the most favourable wind and touch
off the trigger, which works for me.

It must be remembered that if the rifle’s
touching your shoulder it’s another point
of contact that’ll change where it’s aiming
during recoil, which occurs while the
bullet’s still in the barrel. Successful Fly
rifles are usually custom-built, starting
with specially produced target actions
where tolerances are tight and square and
lugs lock up perfectly, something which
doesn’t happen in plinking and hunting
rifles (I've inspected many where only
one lug engages). Lightweight target trig-
gers are also essential to release without
sideways-inducing pressure and it takes
a specialist gunsmith to fit the barrels
perfectly with bore, chamber and bolt head
in exact alignment.

Heavy loads which stretch cases must
be avoided. My Lapua cases have been
fired more than 30 times without needing
resizing, being annealed after each use
and none have ever split. It’s usual for
neck dimensions to be tight and cases to
be neck turned. Competition dies work
best and I use Wilson dies where the only
sizing done is to reduce the neck diam-
eter .002 under the projectile dial. Target
barrels 30" in length and 30mm in diam-
eter are the norm and large-power scopes
are vital for shooting the heads off flies at
500m. A good quality 25x power is fine on
good days though good days are rare, while
scopes adjusted to around 40x power will
give best results.

Propellent charges are particularly
critical and must be identical and while
some shooters use elaborate electronic
equipment, I manage by weighing each
charge. Primer types must be checked and
in the beginning I used a popular brand but

The rifle is a .284 Winchester fitted to a
Barnard action. The scope is a variable
power Nightforce. The steel stock adds
weight and reduces recoil.

4
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was encountering velocity variations of up
to 500fps so changed to CCI and resolved
the problem.

And there’s another mystery. During my
time in the Army in a pamphlet on shooting
the SMLE .303, mention was made that
when a bullet travels down a barrel, forces
are accumulated which cause the bullet to
jump sideways on exit. Fly Shoot target
barrels are much better quality than the old
.303s but nevertheless this phenomenon
will still be there to a far lesser degree.

Barrel harmonics will remain a problem
and change with different bullet types and
seating depths, but this can be regulated by
adjusting those depths. So on any given day
you can wander to the range with perfect
gear and a heart full of hope yet it all goes
wrong. There could be a badly unreadable
wind or mirage which obscures the target
and sadly nothing can be done about the
latter except pray as you pull the trigger.

Wind is different and uncontrollable and
when you encounter gusts about 50m in
length which occur at constantly varying
heights, believe me when I tell you wind

These are some of the specialist tools
needed to craft perfect ammunition.

flags lie! So the winner on the day may not
be the shooter with the best equipment but
the lucky one with wind calls.

Nature is always the final arbiter yet Vince
still wins, though the day’s highlight is the
trophy presentation which he organises with
aplomb. Patches endorsed with the number
of flies hit by successful shooters are handed
out and winners of the various sections
awarded medals in a fitting ending to a thor-
oughly enjoyable day out. @

The .284 works well and these are the
trophies it has collected.
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t’s hard to imagine that just a little

more than a comparative stretch from

Brisbane to Sydney is the Czech

Republic’s distance from the war in
Ukraine, yet despite the conflict many
European countries close to the hostili-
ties are still manufacturing and exporting
strongly. Czech firm Meopta have been
sending out high-quality optics for more
than 80 years and their brand is definitively
familiar to the Australian shooting scene.
I've never owned a Meopta product but
know many friends who have and hold them
in high regard.

I received an invitation by sole distrib-
utor Winchester Australia to review two
pairs of Meopta MeoPro Optika binoculars
and was keen to form my own opinion.
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Beautifully presented, both come with
rubber lens flip covers, cleaning cloth and
neck strap with a hard case for the 8x42s
and a quality softer nylon, felt-type padded
case for the 10x42LRs (laser range-
finders). Noticeable at first glance is the
10x42s are a lot bulkier, though this was
expected as they’re housing a substan-

tial amount of electronics to enable their
rangefinding capability.

Very robust by feel, both binoculars look
as though they can take a beating, though I
was particularly impressed by the 8x42s as
they're the most compact hunting binocu-
lars in that configuration I've ever laid my
hands on. As with most modern binos the
parallel lens barrels are of a roof prism
design with Optika’s made from magnesium

alloy coated in Meopta’s distinguishable,
protective, olive-coloured durable rubber.
Both review models measure a tad over
140mm with the 8x weighing a miniscule
713g compared to 933g for the 10xLR.

MeoPro Optika features

Strangely the 8x42 eyepieces have three
firm adjustment clicks for eye relief and
the 10x42LR only two. I found clicks on
the 10x42s much softer compared to the
8x42s which became a minor concern for
readjusting after removing from the pouch
during field testing. The 10x42LR has dual
dioptre adjustment compared to single for
the 8x42. The dioptre dials were firm but
easy to manipulate, enabling a customised
clear image and their closed bridge design
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moved freely to allow correct interpupillary
distance for the operator’s eye width.
All MeoPro Optika binos are ergo-
nomically designed for ease of use
and the review pairs felt comfort-
able in my large fingers yet suited
my wife Sue-Ann’s smaller hands
just as well. The focus wheel,
sitting central to the bridge
hinge, is easily rotated by either
index finger thanks to a zig-zag
pattern on the rubber surface.
Meopta engineers have done a great
job squeezing all the laser range-
finding electronics into the 10x42LR
bridge. Its battery compartment is neatly
housed within the focus wheel and sealed
to be waterproof, while the main binocular
bodies of all Optika models are purged
with nitrogen for trouble-free viewing in
humidity, rain and snow.
The 10x42LR power is drawn from a
single CR2 3-volt battery which provides
up to 1500 range calculations before swap-
ping out. Manual operation of the 10x laser
range-finding capabilities are two buttons

within easy finger touch, located either side

of the top of the bridge hinge. Interestingly,
the button pads have tiny rubber fins which
provide a distinct and superb grip surface
in cold or wet weather, the right button for
rangefinding and the left handling all mode
functions. The user manual clearly states
all the functions and not once did I feel
challenged during operation.
The head-up digital display has five
brightness settings and the circular reticle
makes for rapid target acquisition. Scan
mode facilitates fast, updated ranging on
the run and the ‘Class 1’ laser capability
enables accurate range-finding out to an
impressive 2380m (2600 yards) with a
forgivable plus or minus error parameter of
2m when ranging past 1000m.
The added feature of angle compensation
for shots on steep up or downhill targets
isn’t uncommon on modern LR binoculars
but a handy inclusion all the same and
a useful aid in terrain such as the New
Zealand Alps. At the business end of both
pairs are their 42mm high-definition (HD)
lenses providing clear images and a wide
field of view extending 131m at 1000m for
the 8x and a slightly narrower but generous
108m at 1000m for the 10xLR.

Field testing

During a few months on loan I was able to
rigorously test both binoculars in varying
conditions and enjoyed their use, though
the setting on one particular hunt chal-
lenged the abilities of the lenses. Both
pairs gave excellent resolution in lowlight
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The 10x42LR HD (left) and 8x42HD as supplied
with accessories.

situations and this is a major advantage in
poor visibility during inclement weather,
typical of heavily forested land. The Optikas
gave no grief at all while stalking shaded
areas of our hunting grounds and the laser
rangefinding capability of the 10x42LRs
performed flawlessly.

I was able to effortlessly range objects
freehand beyond 1500m and the scan
feature provided split-second range updates
when sweeping target areas. While able to
easily assess three chital deer through thick
lantana at a ranged distance of 230m on
the shaded side of a gully, I was surprised
to discover the lenses’ ability to diffuse
bright light in sunny conditions when my

The battery compartment on the 10x42LR is neatly
housed within the focus wheel and O-ring sealed
to be waterproof.

attention turned to glassing the opposite
side of the ridge. Initially I thought there
must have been fine dust reflecting on the
objective lenses but both were spotless. By
no means were the binoculars staring into
direct sunlight (and nor should they) but my
view was partially affected by glare as the
afternoon sun had started sinking beyond
the heights.

Making a few Di optical adjustments,
some glare remained, slightly reducing
resolution and when Sue-Ann passed me
the 8x42s they were affected in the same
way. I can only assume Meopta had gone
to a lot of effort to improve the Optikas’
lowlight performance in their northern



hemisphere backyard while perhaps over-
looking essential glare filtration experi-
enced in our sunny Queensland conditions.
In fairness to the binoculars Sue-Ann
couldn’t distinguish this discrepancy and
thoroughly enjoyed their use, particu-
larly the 8%, and my personal critique (or
fussiness) can be put down to comparing
numerous brands over the years.

Conclusion

During our field-testing period, both
Optikas were used extensively for months
in thick and mountainous country and
assisted in locating a meat deer and
numerous feral pigs. I thoroughly enjoyed
having the ability to range objects easily
and accurately at long distance and the
10x42LRs laser ranging capability is one
of the best I've seen on binoculars in their
price bracket. For a substantial increase in
field of view the Optika LR binos are also
available in an 8x50 model and additional
to the standard Optika 8x (non LR) is a
10x42HD model.

Although the HD lenses’ clarity fell
marginally short when filtering glare in
bright light, the images through both
European-made binoculars were of high
definition, especially in lowlight. Impressed
overall, we bought the 8x42HD model purely
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on its merits and compact size. Well priced
for quality entry level laser rangefinder
binoculars, the 10x42LRs retail for $2150
(at time of writing) while the compact 8x42s
are a bargain at $695. Both are covered by
Meopta’s standard two-year warranty with
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an extended 10-year option available when
the product is registered. More at www.
winchesteraustralia.com.au @

A tree ranged with ease freehand at a distance of 1538m. Note the circular reticle and 2.3-degree
trajectory. The business end of both Optika binoculars are their 42mm objective lenses providing great

lowlight performance.
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Sam in the shade of pine trees after a
strenuous morning’s hunt.

y the end of autumn the previous

year, regular rabbit culls on a

small cattle property in regional

Victoria both day and night had
helped in greatly reducing their numbers
and I felt we’d attained a level of control
over the furry critters for a farmer who
valued the fodder for his cattle. Although
few rabbits were sighted towards the end,
newly excavated burrows here and there,
noticeable by long trails of freshly-dug
red soil, planted seeds of doubt as to their
perceived low numbers. Perhaps constant
shooting pressure had forced them to
change their feeding habits, most likely
venturing out late at night into the early
hours of the morning.

Survivors

Apart from culling rabbits in open and
accessible areas, the extensive stands of
tangled blackberry bushes along creeks,
gullies, hill slopes and ridges gave them a
safe haven difficult to penetrate. Despite
concerted eradication efforts a few will
always survive to restore numbers when
conditions are optimal, as history has
demonstrated time and time again.

Back in numbers
A wet period preceding spring made
access to the property impracticable and
would’ve certainly played havoc with tracks
which the famer wouldn’t have favoured
or be pleased with. The La Nina weather
phenomenon with its above average
winter-spring rainfall certainly aided in this
regard. If undisturbed, rabbits will increase
their numbers quickly when we consider
a female reaches sexual maturity at six
months, meaning a litter of seven or more
and four litters a year.

As we’d been absent from the prop-
erty for a good eight months or so and no
shooting had been done this, combined
with lush vegetation, had given rabbits the
perfect conditions and time to rebound. So
when we arrived at the end of September
they were back in numbers, even in less
productive areas around a couple of dams
and rocky outcrops, the blackberry and
bracken fern-choked gullies in particular
holding substantial numbers.

Out with the .22LR

Early afternoon produced a few good
rabbits with the Brno 2 .22LR using 42gr
Winchester Power-Points. Three were
taken early on at no more than 40m as

they grazed just feet from each other on

an open grassy slope surrounded by scrub
and partly shaded by tall trees. Hidden from
view in my camo wear and assisted by a
favourable breeze which lessened the shot
sound, the trio dropped in succession to
head shots.

Yet retrieving them meant weaving
my way through a thick stand of prickly
blackberry bushes and crossing a hip-
high narrow creek which turned out to be
much deeper than anticipated, though the
effort was worth it as rabbit meat is always
appreciated at home, especially by the
grandkids who savour fresh bread dipped
in that tasty juice.

As I'd also covered a bit of ground over
some hilly country under the hot sun and
was feeling the strain, I made for the shade
of some large pine trees to dress the rabbits
and rehydrate from the backpack. These are
body signs we need to pay greater atten-
tion to and address, particularly as we grow
older, rather than ignore them and pay the
price later.

The short rest made all the difference
and a few more rabbits were dropped
outside their burrows on the way back to
the vehicle. “Not a bad morning’s result,”

I thought to myself. To stop the meat from
spoiling it’s best to gut rabbits no more than
15 minutes after they’re shot, as rye grass
in particular can cause stomach acids to
leach out and ruin the meat. Carrying them
in breathable game bags also keeps dust

out and prevents those nuisance blowflies
reaching the meat.

Late-evening sniping

Some places frequented by rabbits
around dams and hilltops were difficult to
approach any closer than 100m or more
before they scattered and the terrain
wasn’t best suited to the 22LR. Here the
flat-shooting Sako A111 .222 Rem HB
varmint rifle mounted with a Swarovski
Z3 4-12 x 50 scope, coupled with the
quick-adjustable Atac Pro Shooting Hunter
Trigger tripod came into its own and was
ideal for longer range objectives.

After lunch a couple of hours passed
quickly before it was time to head out again.
Positioned some 150m from the first small
dam skirted by elevated mounds riddled
with rabbit warrens and aided by the tripod,
another couple dropped to the high velocity
40gr bullets. From then things went quiet
for a while and as the afternoon shadows
lengthened with only an hour’s daylight or
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Not for love nor bunny

It can be tricky
trying to figure

on with rabbits

| Sam gutting rabbits before they spoil.

out what's going §

so remaining, attention turned to a line of
bracken fern bordering a fence line where
rabbits were sure to be.

A distant lone prickly bush provided the
only concealing cover to shoot from. Within
minutes bunnies started to emerge one by
one, momentarily sitting just on the outer
to absorb the sun’s rays before hopping out
a metre or two and nibbling on some green
pick. A few more were bagged before light
faded and put an end to the day’s shooting.

Rabbits bagged

Compared to the previous couple of trips
the occasional doe and young male were
taken and this time there was a mix of
gender with mature bucks, does and three-
quarter grown rabbits. Condition-wise they
were plump and fatty inside owing to the
plentiful feed, though a couple of bucks

had clearly evaded shooters previously and
were as tough as leather to skin and equally
as tough to eat.

Suddenly they’re gone

Returning in early summer that year the
rabbits seemed to have inexplicably disap-
peared from the property altogether, similar
to a time two years earlier. My hunting
companion one night in February went out
with his newly-acquired thermal scope to
gain an edge on them and hopefully bag a
few, but also to survey paddocks and deter-
mine where they might be concentrated.
Despite driving round the property for most
of the night he only saw three rabbits, a
strange experience considering 50 or more
would normally be sighted on any given
night at that time of year.

INATIONALS /. &rionat Guustintio
Senator Bridget McKENZIE

THE NATIONALS SENATOR FOR VICTORIA

YOUR STRONG VOICE IN PARLIAMENT

Local knowledge

Talking to the property owner more
recently I asked whether a stronger strain
of calicivirus or myxomatosis, more actively
spread by fleas in the warmer months of
spring to autumn, may have been the cause
of their apparent absence. He reckoned it
was neither and put it down to predatory
foxes moving in, one of which his little
terrier managed to catch. The rabbits them-
selves had remained underground for long
periods rearing young, as attested to by

the presence of kittens currently about the
place, particularly around bales of stacked
hay and farm buildings.

The situation was also largely due to
abundant growth which had prevailed for so
long, triggering rabbits to proliferate under
favourable conditions. In a few months
they’ll be back again and it looks like we
might be also targeting a fox or two when
we next return.

It’s one of those mysteries of nature
where only the creatures themselves
sense or know when it’s the right time to
procreate and/or adopt predator-evasive
behaviour. As hunters it can be tricky
trying to figure out what’s going on with
rabbits in an area when one time there’s
plenty of them and a few months later
virtually none. This is particularly so when
considering introduced rabbit viruses
can spread from property to property
and virtually wipe out whole populations,
hence the value of local knowledge. @

As a proud law-abiding firearm owner and your strong voice in Canberra, I'm passionate

about standing up for our healthy, positive sport by promoting fact-based social,

environmental and economic benefits of hunting and shooting.

I’m fighting for the real issues hunters and shooters face:
@ Green ideology @ Erosion of our rights and responsibilities under the NFA

@ Threats to game hunting @ Greater access to our great sport

Authorised by Bridget McKenzie, National Party of Australia, 172 High Street, Wodonga VIC 3690.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Bans, buybacks and digital registries
impact our international peers

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia (SSAA National) works closely with the international
firearms community to discuss issues and legislation of relevance. Both Canada and New Zealand
firearm owners are dealing with similar legislative environments to that in Australia and SSAA National
Media and Politics Officer Rachael Oxborrow has worked with these groups to provide an update

for Australian Shooter readers.

Canadian firearms bill progresses

and buyback begins

Canada’s licensed firearm owners are the
target of legislative changes and buybacks
the Canadian Government says will make
the country safer from criminal activities and
violence. However, the Canadian Shooting
Sports Association (CSSA) has grave
concerns for the future of target shooting
and hunting in Canada, with reduced access
to firearms licenses, many makes and
models of firearms and increased red tape
creating significant barriers to law-abiding
licensed firearm ownership.

Since 2020, more than 2000 makes and
models of firearms have been outlawed and
Bill C-21 — which deals with the owner-
ship of handguns - has now passed the
lower house and is expected to be passed
by the Senate later this year. Meanwhile,
the border between Canada and the United
States remains effectively open for crimi-
nals to exploit and move illegal firearms
with little consequence.

Of particular concern to the CSSA is a
government-mandated ‘freeze’ on handguns
preventing individuals and businesses from
bringing any handguns into Canada and
buying, selling and transferring handguns
within the country.

CSSA Executive Director Tony Bernardo.
Image source: Durham Region News.
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Other measures, which the government
has introduced in its attempts to reduce
firearm crime that have drawn criticism
include, magazine capacity limits to some
long arms and handguns, particularly semi-
automatic firearms.

CSSA Executive Director Tony Bernardo
said the Canadian Government had showed
zero interest in common-sense changes to
improve their proposed legislation or listen
to hunters, farmers and sport shooters
about how Bill C-21 is negatively impacting
their way of life.

“There are many measures that could be
explored to help stop drug dealers, gangs
and the use of illegal firearms in our major
cities, but banning hunting rifles is not one
of them,” he said.

“Bill C-21 does not and cannot affect gun
smugglers, drug dealers, gang members or
any of the hundreds of criminals who flood
our streets with illegal drugs and firearms;
the same violent criminals who commit
murder and other violence to protect their
illegal drug trade.”

As a part of measures to prohibit and ‘buy
back’ all firearms with muzzle energy greater
than 10,000 Joules or with a bore diameter
of 20 millimetres or greater, the government
was forced to backpedal and make amend-
ments when many firearms used by hunters
were ‘caught’ up in the process.

“Preventing highly-vetted and licensed
firearm owners from legally purchasing
firearms will not magically and miraculously
stop criminal violence using smuggled,
illegal guns,” Mr Bernardo said.

Measures targeting domestic violence
perpetrators and other violent or repeat
offenders from owning firearms are on the
right track but are being poorly funded
and enforced according to the CSSA. The
Association is calling for law enforcement
resources to be increased across the board
and a no-tolerance approach employed to
help address the criminal element in Canada.

New Zealand firearms online

registry launches

Requirements for New Zealand’s licensed
firearm owners to register their legally held
firearms in the country’s newly launched
online firearm registry have unfairly insinu-
ated this portion of the community is to
blame for firearm crime.

The New Zealand Government intro-
duced the concept of a firearm registry
in 2019 as a measure to address firearm
crime. This was during the aftermath of
a terror attack on a Christchurch Mosque
that tragically took 51 lives. Rhetoric in this
time suggested weak laws on firearms were
identified as a key reason why the perpe-
trator was able to access firearms.

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of
New Zealand (SSANZ), however, says the
efforts to track illegal firearms through the
law-abiding firearm owners is a scapegoat
by the government to appear proactive in
response to tragic events. Instead, they
say NZ Police need to look at their internal
processes, as there was a failure to properly
follow their own procedures during the fire-
arms licence vetting process that allowed
the Christchurch terrorist to arm himself.

SSANZ also holds concerns that if the
register was hacked or details were leaked
that the information would provide a ‘shop-
ping list’ for criminals.
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Bans, buybacks and digital registries impact our international peers

When announcing the launch of the
firearm register, New Zealand Police
Commissioner Andrew Coster said over
time the registry would create a compre-
hensive picture of all lawfully held firearms
and arms items in New Zealand linked to
each individual firearms licence holder.

“The registry will give us a much clearer
picture of where all the licensed firearms
are, and especially when they are changing
hands,” he said.

“This will allow us to better identify
suspicious looking transactions, and to be
better able to trace firearms that might turn
up in crimes.”

New Zealand-based political lobby group
the Council of Licensed Firearm Owners
(COLFO), of which SSANZ is a founding
member, continues to advocate in this space
and is working with supporting politicians
to represent the community in parliament.
COLFO spokesperson Hugh Devereux-
Mack said licensed firearms owners were
being singled out for police failures to
control gun violence.

"We see rising gun crime and then the
police saying 'the way we stop gun crime
in New Zealand is bringing in further regu-
lation on licensed firearms owners' - it
doesn't make any sense and our community
is sick and tired of being scapegoated for
these failures to address the increase in
firearms crime rates," he said.

In addition to creating a digital firearms
registry as a part of efforts to reduce
firearms crime, the NZ Government has
introduced Firearms Prohibition Orders in
legislation and has enforced the buy back
and prohibition of semi-automatic centrefire
firearms with detachable magazines, pump-
action and semi-automatic shotguns with
detachable magazines or non-detachable
magazines with a capacity of more than five
rounds and any .22 calibre or lower semi-
automatic rifle with a magazine capacity
greater than 10 rounds.

NZ Police have set up a new business
unit known as the Firearm Safety Authority,
with 500 employees and an initial budget of
$208 million over four years, to administer
the registry, licence and permit applications
and provide greater scrutiny of shooting
clubs and ranges.

Australia’s National Cabinet
preparing for register decision
Options for the National Firearms
Register were informed by feedback
provided by the firearms community and
the Sporting Shooters’ Association of
Australia (SSAA National).

The Police Ministers Council agreed to
these options in early June in preparation
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for the National Cabinet to consider in the
next few months.

SSAA National will be able to provide a
more comprehensive update on how this
will look post National Cabinet.

As government continues with this
process, SSAA National remains in regular
contact with relevant departments and
entities such as the Attorney-General’s
Department and the Australian Criminal
Intelligence Commission.

Communication between the Attorney-
General’s Department Firearms and
[licit Drugs Section and SSAA National
has been ongoing since the election
of the Albanese Labor Government in
2022 as a part of continued efforts to
advocate, protect and promote firearm
owners’ interests. These relationships,
which allow SSAA National, the Shooting
Industry Foundation of Australia (SIFA)
and other likeminded groups to collabo-
rate on constructive outcomes with the
government and prevent the occurrence of

COLFO spokesperson
Hugh Devereux-Mack.

unintended consequences from policy deci-
sions, are vital to ensuring our future.

Public submissions on the concept of a
National Firearm Register were called for
in April after Australia’s state and territory
police ministers were tasked with investi-
gating options by National Cabinet earlier
this year.

Talks of a National Register began in the
first few months of 2023 in the wake of a
series of tragic events in rural Queensland
in December 2022, when an act of domestic
terrorism involving unlicensed people acting
illegally with firearms resulted in tragic
losses of lives. The kneejerk commentary
that followed these events called for fire-
arms law reform. As details of law enforce-
ment access to firearms licensing details
came to light, the tune of the conversation
changed to a perceived need for a National
Firearms Register, which would allow police
from all jurisdictions to access firearms
licensee details with more ease than they
can at present. @
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Make your own
Pritchett cartridges

n 1847 two Frenchmen, Claude-
Etienne Minié and Henri-Gustave
Delvigne created the Minié ball, one of
the great leaps forward in firearms and
ammunition technology. These projectiles
had a small iron cup fixed into the hollow
base and when the powder charge was
ignited, the force of hot gases forced the
cup into the base causing the skirt of the
projectile to expand and engage the rifling.
Despite its breakthrough status there
were some issues with the design but
even so, the French adopted the projectile

for use in their Pattern 1849 rifled musket.

Occasionally the iron cup would do too
good a job by going deep into the cavity,
causing the skirt of the projectile to rip
from the main body and form an obstruc-
tion in the barrel.

Robert Taylor Pritchett (1828-1907),
a London gunmaker, in conjunction with
engineer William Ellis Metford decided
to improve the French Minié and work
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on a projectile that would perform well in

a paper cartridge. Pritchett and Metford
revamped the Minié by removing its three
grease grooves to form a smooth-sided slug
with a deep hollow base and either a timber
or baked clay plug was inserted into the
base of the projectile. It relied on hot gases
to push the plug deeper into the base but
didn’t cause any detaching of the base of
the shell as occasionally happened with the
original design.

Initial projectiles were devised for the
Pattern 1851 Minié rifle and the later
Pattern 1853 .577 rifle. The diameter was
originally .568" but this was later reduced
to .55" to make loading easier and there
was no noticeable loss of accuracy with the
smaller pellet.

The tip of the paper projectile was torn or
bitten off, powder poured down the barrel
and the lubricated base of the cartridge
sat in the muzzle, the empty top portion
of the cartridge then torn away from the

Brass tube used as a mandrel,
natural fibre twine for sealing
the cartridge and choker for
tightening the base before
closing with twine.

paper-patched projectile which was rammed
down the barrel. It was a good design and
served well in the Pattern 1851 and 1853
rifles, Pritchett awarded a £1000 prize by
Parliament and he graciously shared both
the money and credit with Metford.

For several years, making paper
cartridges was something I wanted to try
and I finally motivated myself to tackle the
project. For paper cartridges I've used a .55
projectile rather than a .568 as it gives a
little more latitude with the final dimensions
of the completed cartridge. I used Bienfang
360 rag paper for both the large outer
wrapper and inner wrapper for the powder
charge container, the inner container for the
powder charge being traditionally stiff paper.
Normal A4 80 gsm paper can be used and I
favour tracing paper for both the small inner
and large outer wrapper.

I made templates from an old cardboard
file backer and plastic place mats for the
three pieces of paper required to construct
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the cartridges. Several pieces of paper were
stapled together and I traced round the
templates then cut them out using a small
craft paper guillotine. The mandrels and
formers shown in the official instructions
are works of art but aren’t the easiest to
make if you don’t have access to a wood
lathe and correct tools.

I took the easy way out and bought a half-
inch external diameter piece of brass tubing
and used it as the mandrel. This system
worked well and then I saw on the internet
a review of Pritchett paper cartridges made
by Forth Armoury (forth-armoury.com) in
the US. They make kits for various types
of paper cartridges using plastic mandrels
formed in 3D printers and templates
created from steel sheet. The quality is
good and I bought a kit to make an Enfield
Pattern 1860 paper cartridge (the only
modification was I blued the steel templates
to protect them from rust). Forth Armoury
has good instructional videos on YouTube
and once you've made several cartridges
following the directions you should’ve no
problems.

For constructing paper cartridges I'm
using my homemade templates and the
instructions apply equally to the kits. Over
years of use the authorities introduced
several variations of paper cartridges which
became more sophisticated, though I've
tried to keep mine fairly generic and simple.
As photos of white paper layered on white
paper don’t always give clarity, I've used
coloured paper to more easily illustrate the
construction process.
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Inner wrapper

showing

stretched piece
twisted into a

pigtail.

The powder tube shown as blue is firstly
wound around the mandrel and the short
wrapper shown as green is placed along the
edge of the powder tube which is roughly
10mm back from the outer edge of the small
wrapper, the green wrapper then tightly
wrapped around the mandrel and powder
container. Some pieces of paper may have a
curl in them and you have to work with the
curl, not against it. The tiny piece of paper
belonging to the small wrapper beyond the
mandrel is twisted into a pigtail and pushed
into the brass tube.

I use the blunt end of a pencil or cap of a
pen to push the twisted paper into the base
of the powder container. Just shove in the
end of the paper enough so the projectile’s
nose can protrude into the base of the
powder container. [ allow 5-7mm between
the base of the projectile and edge of the
large wrapper shown as orange that’s
wrapped tightly around. This end is then
twisted into a pigtail and can be either tied
off with string or left.

The string needs to be made of natural
fibre such as jute, as synthetic cord can
leave deposits of black tacky lumps in the
barrel which are difficult to remove. The
neatest way of tying the top is to make a
choker out of string with one end attached
to a piece of flat timber, the other end
having a small piece of dowel as a handle.
A loop is formed with the string and it’s
pulled gently around the tip of the cartridge
which gives good tight closure, the string
can then be wrapped around the top of the
cartridge and tied off.

If trying to achieve total historical accu-
racy a plug needs to be inserted into the
base of the projectile. NOE Moulds in the
US make moulds for these plugs but I don’t
bother with them for casual plinking. I then
made a double boiler set-up for applying
lubricant to the base of the cartridge, using
an old cake tin to hold water and sardine tin
to keep the wax in. I found a sardine tin is
the right depth and lubricant has to only go
up to the beginning of the projectile’s nose.

The cartridge case has to be quickly
dipped in the lubricant as you don’t want
an overly thick layer which makes seating
the projectile in the muzzle and ramming it
home difficult. I used beeswax as lubricant
but tallow or lard will do (avoid commercial
tallow or frying oil as they may contain
salt that’s cruel to the bores). The paper
cartridges can then either
be charged with 60 grains
of 2F powder or stored
unloaded for later.

All this may seem like a
lot of work but I find paper
cartridges have far less
fouling and you can fire
more shots using them.
They’re also much cleaner
as you don’t have lubri-
cant over your fingers and
clothes. Just remember
if using them to put used
ones in a proper waste

receptacle and don’t leave Completed

: Pritchett cartridge
thgm lymg around the containing a .55"
firing line. @ projectile.
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Warn VR Evo

here are some essentials when

you go bush. But probably the first

thing that should be considered is

how you're going to reach there
and, more importantly, how you're going to
return home again.

If you’ve been unconvinced about a
winch, let me share a quick story...

Some mates of mine were recently
hunting in a NSW State Forest. They
arrived at their e-scouted campsite early on
Monday morning and were setting up when
they noticed a ute drive past them on the
dirt road. Both parties acknowledged each
other with an understated wave and the
other vehicle drove off.

My mates hunted hard for the next three
days and although no shooting opportuni-
ties presented, they had a great outing.

On the Wednesday afternoon, they packed
up and were driving home via an alternate
route when they came across a ute clearly
stuck at the edge of a large bog hole. My
mate described the scene as like something
out of Day of the Dinosaurs, as there were
small trees and branches and shrubs strewn
right across the area in what were obviously
futile attempts to ‘un-bog’ it.

As they cautiously pulled up and offered
assistance, they were met by an exhausted
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10-S winch

and frustrated bloke. It turned out that he
had also registered to hunt the same forest
and that this was the ute that had driven
past them three days earlier. The vehicle
had been bogged for the entire time.

To make matters worse, he had his two
young sons with him, so aside from the
disappointment of doing zero hunting, I'm
guessing they would have had to deal with
a grumpy father who I imagine would have
felt terrible for letting his kids down and
had done everything he could think in the
way of digging branches under the tyres to
try to free the vehicle (hence, the Day of the
Dinosaurs look to the area).

A plan was quickly forged so my mates
backtracked and drove the long way round
to eventually make their way back to the
front of the vehicle. The actual recovery
took less than 15 minutes, as the vehicle
was easily snatched to safety. Genuine
thanks all round from the rescued trio and
the groups parted ways.

Their tale started me thinking. I
wondered what the longer-term plan was
for the stuck vehicle, other than ‘hoping
that somebody better prepared’ would
happen to come by? There was no mobile
phone service near the bog hole, so [
presume he would have needed to hike,

Ben Un_fen

The synthetic rope effortldssly free-
spooled and was'easy on the hands.

most likely with kids in tow, to a better
reception area and make a call to friends
or the emergency services. Then I had the
shivers, as my mind raced with concern
about how well-equipped and skilled a
person might be for bush navigation if he
or she were not prepared enough to get a
vehicle un-bogged...

However, all ended well in this case
and I prefer to think that the dad just
caught some back luck. But something
that doesn’t require any luck is to better
equip your off-road vehicle with some
self-recovery gear (as well as some equip-
ment to recover someone else’s vehicle if
required — just as my mates did).

Had the luckless dad possessed a front-
mounted winch and some know-how,
becoming bogged would have been the intro
to his family hunt story instead of the tale
of the whole trip.

Warn Winches have been around for ever
and by my reckoning they are the ones that
all others are judged against.

For review, Australian Shooter was sent
a Warn VR Evo 10-S winch. They have
a nominal line pull capacity of 4500kg
(10,0001b) and weigh around 35kg. The
approximate overall dimensions are:
530mm L x 160mm D x 250mm H. The



VR EVO 10-S comes with around 27m of
9.5mm synthetic rope. The remote has
been redesigned so that you have the option
to go wireless, but a 3.5m lead is included
as back-up if required. The motor boasts
increased line pull speeds with reduced
amp draw.

Installation

The winch comes with a full set of easy-to-
follow instructions designed for the home-
handyperson to install. You will need a
reasonable set of tools and some know-how,
though my suggestion would be to consider
having the wiring fitting done by a profes-
sional. Putting in place took around four
hours for two blokes.

In the field

For testing, I was planning to head out into
some rugged hilly country to put the Warn
VR Evo 10-S through its paces. However,
unfortunately most of the local roads were
closed due to recent flooding. So, I was
stuck field testing in a paddock.

However, I did multiple pulls, with and
without light braking and even had the
winch pull two Toyota HiLuxes at the same
time. This was done under controlled condi-
tions so do not try this at home. The winch
performed exactly as expected during the
trials - it free spooled easily, there were
no mechanical issues experienced, and the
wireless remote worked perfectly. The unit
was checked for excessive heat and there
was none.

Yes, there are cheaper units on the
market from the bulk-megastore type
suppliers, but the thing with a winch is, you
don’t operate it very often. But when you
do, you absolutely need it to work.

In the aforementioned story, if the
gentlemen had a winch mounted, he
wouldn’t have appeared in the tale.

The Warn VR Evo 10-S winch retails for
around $1350.

Smooth cable feed ensures maximum lifespan of the rope.
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Bedslide 1000CL

Occasionally, a product comes across my
desk that is such a good idea I wonder why
I didn’t think of it. If you own a ute with
a tray, canopy or a tub back, eventually
you will need to crawl inside or onto the
back to retrieve gear. The Bedslide from
Upfitter eliminates this by ‘bringing your
gear to you'.

Designed for a range of vehicles, the
Bedslide works like a trundle tray but has
the huge advantage of being above your
tray rather than underneath, so you are
not limited by a restrictive drawer height.
Bedslides come in an array of sizes to fit a
large range of utes.

The Bedslide 1000CL was sent to
Australian Shooter for review. The ‘1000’
means that it is designed to carry 10001lb
(over 450kg almost half a tonne) on a
sliding bed. This is achieved by utilising a
bolt-down frame and a roller system that
allows you to pull the contents of your tray
out to where you can reach it.

The Bedslide 1000 utilises a 75-25 ratio,
meaning that the tray will pull out to 75 per
cent of its overall length.
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Out of the box

Any product designed to partially cantilever
almost half a tonne is going to have some
weight about it. I won't lie - manhandling
this thing onto my poor bathroom scales
was a major pain. The digital readout was
54.5kg. However, this isn’t as big an issue
as you might think, as I reckon you’ll lift
it onto your ute once when you install it.
Then lift it off once when you sell the ute
because you can’t bear to part with it.

Some assembly is required for the
upper rail and for the tie-down points. The
Bedslide 1000 utilises sliding mounting
blocks that fit inside a profile rail system.
This is a great technique, as it is strong and
flexible, meaning you can simply loosen tie-
down screw-eyes, slide the mounting block
to where you need it and retighten.

The mounting frame features what feels
like a million slotted openings for a myriad
of installation options, including some
side-bolting opportunities. Once mounted,
the Bedslide 1000CL unit measures:
1460mm L (including handle) x 1105mm
W. The bed itself is 1325mm x 1030mm W
and sits approximately 105mm up off the

Makes packing a breeze.’

™

floor of your tray. The side and rear rails
lie about 120mm off the bed (or 220mm off
the tray floor).

Operation is simple as the slide comes
locked in place. To unlock it, you simply
pull on a T-handle to release the lock,
pull the handle and the bed slides towards
you. The Bedslide has two locking posi-
tions, halfway and fully (75 per cent) open.
In both instances, the T-handle requires
pulling out to release. Alternatively, you
can keep the handle pulled and bypass the
middle locking position.

It is apparent that the Bedlside has a
slight incline in the fully open position.
This is clever engineering, as it allows the
unit to cope with the downward force that
450kg exerts while still ensuring smooth
functioning.

The top of the Bedslide features the
company’s Weatherdek coating, which is a
composite, lightweight veneer claimed to
be extremely durable.

The smoothness of operation can be
attributed to a pair of rated Cam Follower
bearings with two ball sealed roller bear-
ings for guides. Sizes for the Classic
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Get set up with Upfitter

e

T-handle release.

vary from 1470mm-2400mm Long x
990mm-1200mm Wide.

I can see so much potential for a product
such as this. To fully envisage the Bedslide,
picture a fridge slide that has been working
out with Arnold Schwarzenegger on
supplements for a decade. Instead of just
accessing your fridge or esky, with the
addition of a few well thought out, secured
storage boxes you would have easy access
to the entire contents of your ute.

Alternatively, leave enough space down
each side for longer items that are less
likely to sneak their way up to the front of
the tray. The possibilities for campers and

tradies are only limited by your imagination.

1
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Not only does it make unpacking/accessing
your gear so easy, envisage being able to
fully open the tray, then pack your gear and
slide it home.

The side rails and sports rails feature a
C channel type system, which allows easy
variation of the position of the four supplied
tie-down bolts. You can add extra tie-down
points or other accessories if you wish.

I find it hard to find fault with the
Bedslide. However, if you search their
website it appears to be based on the
US market and aimed primarily at Ford
F-Series and Dodge RAM type utes. If you
enter your vehicle’s details as perhaps
‘“Toyota HiLux’, it says there are no models

Easy to undo and move.

Sturdy tie-down poinis.'

available. However, the alloy tray on my
Dual Cab Lux could easily have accommo-
dated a much larger Bedslide. My sugges-
tion is to measure your available space side
to side and front to back (and then convert
inches into millimetres) and you might be
pleasantly surprised.

The units vary in price depending on
the vehicle and size you're after, but start
at around $2000, (which is excellent value
when you consider that a quality fridge slide
with drop-down is around $1000).

More information on the full range of prod-
ucts is available by visiting upfitter.com.au
Use SSAA1S5 for 15% off. @

£y HUNTTHENIGHT

Sightmark's remarkable M-Spec M2 Solar and M3 Micro

Solar Mini

Shots are a dynamic combination of

engineering, durability and industry-inspired efficiency.
Specifically designed for short and medium range
engagements, the red dots feature a 3 MOA reticle to
acquire targets with speed and accuracy. With solar
panel, automatic brightness adjustment, 20,000+ hours
of battery life and Picatinny mounting, these are the
most practical, durable and functional reflex sights in
the shooting and hunting industry today.
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SM26048

w: huntthenight.com.au
ph: 1300 486 444
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How Finland’s Army ‘made do’

with a Russian cast-off

Ivo Dimitrov

uring the Second World War
following the German invasion of
the USSR in June 1941, Finland
joined in as a co-belligerent of
Germany to recover the territory it had
lost in conflict the previous year. From
here we’ll detail development of the excel-
lent M27 which was the main battle rifle of
the Finnish Army during the Winter War
(1939-40). In the mid-1920s talks began
concerning a new service rifle to replace
the older imperial Russian M91 Mosin-
Nagant which had been the mainstay of
the Finnish Army since the country gained
independence from Russia in 1917.

Many examples in service were well
worn and a good number required new
barrels, stocks and other parts and despite
the country’s best efforts to acquire these
spares abroad, it was becoming clear an
update was needed. In 1924 the Civil Guard
(a military organisation separate from the
Army) began building the M24 which was
essentially an M91 with a heavier foreign-
made barrel, new stock and in some cases
updated sights.

[ 7Ry 0 T AR RN ETN
f"._kear sight with an -
[ . additional step of 200m.
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The Army was also actively re-barrelling
many M91s at the time and talks revolved
around two separate proposals - modifica-
tion of the existing M91 or a completely
new design from scratch. After submittal
of the proposals it was decided it wasn’t
feasible both economically and politically to
produce a rifle from scratch for the Finnish
Army and to circumvent the cost factor,
the Army Ordnance Department proposed
one based on the M91 action. At this point
it was becoming evident the trend interna-
tionally was towards shorter carbine-length
rifles for issue to most or all services within
the armed forces.

Both the Army and Civil Guard began
experimenting with designs to supplement
or replace the M91 rifle, the Army being
first to field a new rifle originally in 1927
followed a year later by the Civil Guard.
Designated the M27 it incorporated the
M91 action but had a shorter barrel with
a thicker profile. Finnish barrels were
always thicker than their Russian coun-
terparts which greatly contributed to their
improved accuracy and with this barrel
reduction, new handguard and retaining
bands were introduced.

Further modifications to improve the
trigger operation were also included, new
sights were introduced front and rear, while
stocks were to be shortened M91 versions
with a deeper barrel channel to accom-
modate the thicker barrel of the M27. This
resulted in a slightly thinner barrel channel
wall that would later come back to haunt
the design.

One other minor modification to the M91
bolt was also undertaken, the connecting
bar for the bolt head and body replaced by
a Finnish version with two small ‘wings’ on

Overall view of the M27.

- =

- _} “on the back of the boli._ ‘

-

s in receiverto
accommodate the
bolt wings.

the rear of the bolt. These wings or guides
fit into corresponding slots cut into the rear
of the receiver where the bolt was inserted,
this addition meant to stabilise the bolt and
improve the loading of cartridges.

This was fine in theory but under field
conditions it later proved an unforeseen
problem. If the slot guides had dirt or snow
in them the bolt wouldn’t close properly,
which also meant the bolt could only be



SUPER CLEAR IMAGE,
ERGONOMIC STYLING. _

The class-leading
InfiRay Unique Series
thermal monoculars just got
a whole lot better with

« Vox 12um 640 x 512 sensor with NETD <25mK

« Full screen HD 1440 x 1080 resolution AMOLED display

« Up to 2600m detection range

« Ultra-long battery life with 2 x 10 hour batteries included

« On-board mic plus 32GB built-in memaory for photos and video

« 4,0 x basic visual magnification (UH50 model)

UH35 MODEL WAS $4,299.95 NOW ONLY $3.999.95
| UHB0 MODEL WAS $4.999.85 NOW ONLY $4,499.95

UH50 MODEL WAS $4,893.95 NOW ONLY $4,499.95

e [m]
¥ To find out more, scan the OR code or @ROUND —ORCE
visit www.gfpa.com.au/ssaa-23-unique/ International



Adopt and adapt

used in an M27 with those guide slots
milled into the rear of the receiver. This
guide and slot modification of the bolt
appeared on the first M27s and continued
to be used until early 1933 when it was
dropped. It’s noted from interviews with
some Finnish veterans during the Winter
War that, when the opportunity presented,
often they’d remove the Finnish M27 bolt
and replace it with a Russian one without
those guides.

The primary manufacturer of barrels
for the M27 was Tikkakoski (Tikka), a
private enterprise heavily connected to the
government through contracts for military
hardware, the identifying mark of the Tikka
arsenal being a capital “T” inside an inverted
triangle. The other arsenal to produce M27
barrels was that of VKT or government-
owned State Rifle Factory.

Early in the production schedule, various
parts of the rifle suitable for sub-contracting
were beginning to be outsourced around
Finland, sub-contracted makers of stocks
including Lindomin, Haikka and Palmin
Malmin. Other parts of the rifle itself were
also included in a contracted basis while
the final product was assembled in several
weapons depots, Asevarikko (AV) as they’re
known in Finnish.

Other markings commonly found on
the M27 are the Finnish Army property
stamp of a boxed ‘SA’ which can be found
in several places on the barrels, as well as

TR

A look at the Tikkd
barrel and|F marking.
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a capital ‘D’, the latter meaning the rifle’s
chamber had been modified to accept the
Finnish D-166 heavy ball bullet as well as
some captured Soviet ammo.

As soon as the Army began to receive
and distribute enough M27s it was discov-
ered during field exercises and live-fire
training that a serious deficiency was
inherent in the model. The new front nose
cap/bayonet lug assembly was found to
twist during bayonet fighting drills and
cause the stock to split in that area, the
reason being the use of cut-down M91
stocks which had the barrel channels
enlarged, making for a thinner stock in
that area.

In 1935 a modification to the existing
nose cap with large steel support legs
solved the problem and it was ordered at
this time that all existing stocks would
be adapted to accept the new nose cap.
Additionally, it was decided the use of older
M91 amended stocks be suspended and a
new thicker fingered splice joint stock be
introduced (it should be noted there are no
fewer than six distinct stock variations in
M27 rifle production).

A sp property stamp
o and D marking.

P

During the closing days of the Winter
War, it was essential that rifles were
returned to the front as quickly as possible.
Many were being sent back from the depots
in a mix-match of parts with these depots
apparently using what stocks they had on
hand to repair damaged M27s. The rifle
was produced until 1940 and was the main
one used by the Finnish Army during the
Winter War. Around 69,000 were made with
only 26,700 recorded in the Finnish Army
inventory of 1951, following a large attrition
rate in both the Winter and Continuation
Wars against the USSR. They were held
in reserve until 1986 at which point they
became surplus to requirements.

The M27 featured in this article was
produced in 1932 with a Tikka-made barrel
and has the post-1935 modified nose cap
with leg support, a later replacement
spliced stock and features the early bolt
with wing guides. The Finns didn’t manu-
facture receivers and bolts and almost
exclusively recycled them from imperial
Russian M91s. The featured example is no
exception, being built on a 1905-made Tula
MO1 receiver with the tang 905r date and
hammer logo for Tula. @

"' Modified

LW ey n‘ - ‘_'_'_“__;
nose cap with leg support. *




ACCURATE.

LIGHTWEIGHT.
AFFORDABLE.

HOWA'S ALL NEW CARBON RANGE

Howa’s Carbon Fibre offerings are a precision blend of performance components unified as one.
All stocks are a mix of kevlar, fiberglass and carbon fibre complete with Limbsaver butt pad
and patented ACCUBLOCK lug bed. Lightweight functionality at its best!

20" Threaded, Urﬁzzzu;inegj;ggnsf]?rrte:’:toizz EUPER LITE

SUPER LITE ACTION: 6.5 CM, 308 Win From 2.0 K6

Custom Carbon W
Fibre Stock _S ;
MINI ACTION: 223 Rem, 6.5 Grendel F20MM 2.[¥6

SHORT ACTION: 223, 243, 6.5 CM, 7mm-08, 308 Win 201/ ZZk4
LONG ACTION: 270 Win, 30-06, 300 Win Mag F700 Z.§k6

Custom Carbon Fibre Stock /=
24" Threaded, Carbon Fibre Wrapped Barrel £

SHORT ACTION: 6.5 CM, 308 Win LONG ACTION: 6.5 PRC, 300 Win Mag F20M ZXA%

Adhd) /
1/
paopvige
CARBON FIBREF

2-STAGE SUB-MOA 5 YEAR
ADJUSTABLE TRIGGER ~ GUARANTEE WARRANTY

i &=\  Find your local Howa Stockist at: n
. WWW.osaaustralia.com.au ) ReSPECT



Outfoxed!

Leon Wright draws on years of experience to down wily predators

s the old 4x4 ute trundled through
the thick stubble paddock, covey
after covey of quail exploded from
almost beneath the front wheels,
a pleasing sight not just to us but to Missy,
my Curly-coated Retriever, who was almost
beside herself on the back seat. As the arc
of the spotlight swept over the far corner
of the paddock the beam picked up the eyes
of a fox, then it was gone. Dismissing it as
‘that one we’ve been trying to get for ages’
we continued searching for a more co-oper-
ative target.

By the time summer’s over we've taken
care of most of the foxes but in practically
every big paddock we operate in there’s
normally at least one survivor. It’s usually an
old fox that’s been through it all before, one
who knows all the tricks, but there’s another

o
*

W

Flat-shooting rifles and a good pair of binoculars are

crucial when hunting foxes over wide areas.
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trick we had up our sleeve and I was going to
revert to it the following morning.

There’s a small window of opportunity
to outwit these cunning creatures and
that’s the couple of hours just on first light
when you can catch them sneaking home
across a paddock, though it wasn’t all easy
going. A flat-shooting rifle was definitely
the firearm of choice, as sometimes the
ranges can stretch out to around 300m so
good gear is essential.

For this type of hunting I favour the
.22-250 and have complete faith in the
cartridge. My present rifle is a Tikka T3
and to bring out the full potential a good
scope is necessary. I have a Leupold
4-12-50 variable fitted and am confident this
combination will drop any fox out to 300m,
preferably closer, but you never know when

hunting over stubble paddocks. I also wear
complete camo gear down to gloves and
mask and find that when wearing this a fox
may see you, but if you keep movement to
a minimum they have trouble working out
what you are.

One cunning fox operates around a dam
with a wildlife corridor full of kangaroo
grass running around it. A number of times
we’d put it up but it always managed to give
us the slip, so I decided to do something
about it. Early morning found me sitting
by the fence on top of a small hillock with
a splendid view across the stubble to the
bordering wildlife corridor.

I sat and watched the day emerge from
the dawn, keeping an eye out for the fox
sneaking home, but after half-an-hour
thought I'd give the predator call a try.

Sometimes it takes a pre-dawn start and
being completely camouflaged to snare
the cunning ones.




With no cover available I sat down in

the stubble, rested the .22-250 on my
shooting sticks and went to work with
the call. Surprise, surprise the fox popped
out of the wildlife corridor and was on

to me straight away. Thanks to the camo
gear it couldn’t make me out and with the
predator call behind my raised knees I let
out a couple of low pleading wails, which
did the trick. The fox started approaching
cautiously then thought better of the situ-
ation and propped, trying to work out what
was going on.

By now it was well within range of the
.22-250 and after slowly sliding the rifle on
to the shooting sticks, I touched the shot
off. Hit square in the chest the fox collapsed
and on examining it I quickly realised the
.22-250 is not the calibre to use if you're
after pelts. This was definitely the one
I'd been after and that gave me a pleasing
sense of achievement.

A couple of mornings later I was out after
another old fox which had also been giving
us the run-around. It was a somewhat
similar scenario, a stubble paddock running
down to a dam and wildlife corridor but this
time I had a tree to sit in front of. The first
wails of the predator call produced instant
results, not from a fox but a hare which
bolted straight in. At about 20m it propped,

gave me a good hard look then headed back
into the scrub.

All in all that inquisitive hare came
hopping around five times in answer to my
predator call. I'd have tipped it over and
taken it home to feed the dogs but was keen
to collar the old fox I knew worked this

area. Then with the hare almost running
over the top of it the fox appeared, giving
me the chance to send off a steadied shot
which bowled the redcoat over.

A week or so later with my son-in-law
Robert, we were off to an early start after
yet another fox which had eluded all our

When ranges start to get out a fair way, good accurate equipment is vital. The rifle is
a Tikka T3 in .22-250 topped with a Leupold 4-12-50 variable scope.

Bamboo shooting sticks come in
handy when long shots are the
norm over large paddocks.
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Outfoxed!

spotlighting efforts. Wildlife corridors are
havens for ferals and while I knew of this
one’s general routine, I also realised we'd
only have one crack at it.

Robert would be doing the shooting and
after we’d quietly slipped into the paddock
I had a look around with the binoculars.
Although it was still early morning and a
little dark, we decided to head for a tree
halfway out in the stubble and spotted
movement further out. It was the fox
heading home.

We squatted down and while Robert
slipped a round into the action of the
.22-250 and settled in behind the shooting
sticks, I started working the predator call.
As expected the fox gave me nothing more
than a cursory glance and continued on
its way. Then as if on cue it couldn’t resist
stopping for a listen and that was all Robert
needed with the resulting shot flattening
the predator. Robert was pleased and rightly
so as he’d pulled off a difficult shot.

A short time earlier I'd been talking to the
property owner who mentioned seeing three
foxes in a paddock south-west of the house.
The area had a dam surrounded by wildlife
corridors, but this one also had two dry
creek beds full of kangaroo grass branching
off, the perfect spot to ambush a redcoat.
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Push Button Rifle
RRP $1895

OCur Push Button 223 Features the ever popular,
Push Button mechanism, located on the FOREND
for a complete user friendly experience.
Comes with a 16” barrel, 1:7 twist, synthetic stock,
‘and 2 x 5 round magazines.

A tree 100m from the dam was where [
was heading so I settled in and reached for
the predator call. Ten minutes later I was
still working the call with no response so
I moved a bit closer to the stand of trees
beside the dam. After another session with
the call I decided to climb the dam bank
and try from there. No sooner had I done
so when I flushed a fox from almost under
my feet, though it caught my scent from the
crosswind and I mentally kicked myself for
making such an amateur mistake.

Dismissing it as one of those things
which come your way occasionally, I sat in
the shade on top of the dam bank and stated
working the call. Instantly a fox trotted out
of the kangaroo grass opposite the dam,
looked in my direction and continued until I
stopped it with a “hey”. Standing stock still
it presented an easy shot for the .22-250
and surprisingly this was a young one, but
the fewer foxes the better as far as the
property owner was concerned.

With temperatures tipped to reach 39C
I'd no intention of being out too late, so
cut across the fence line back to my ute.
Wandering along I was taken aback when I
spotted a fox making its way through sheep
in the neighbouring paddock. If it stuck to
its present course it would cross my path
100m out, so I hunkered down and waited.

‘Chimera PB - 22

0428 453 425

huntsshootingsupplies.com.au

Taking Crders NOW
Calll for your nearest stockist.
Dealer Enquiries Welcome

It may just be one fox but Leon had been
chasing it for a couple of years and was
chuffed to finally collar it.

I had the .22-250 resting on the shooting
sticks with the cross-hairs of the scope
firmly fixed, a sharp whistle stopping it in
its tracks and the .22-250 doing the rest.

There’s a big difference between a
young, inexperienced hungry fox and an old
specimen that’s survived a few seasons of
pursuit and I love hunting the cunning ones,
beating them at their own game. I guess
that’s just the hunter in me. @
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MARLIN SHIPMENT LANDED

VERY LIMITED STOCK
AVAILABLE NOW

Marlin 1894 Dark 16” 44 magnum 5 shot
357 Magnum 7 shot ......eevvvveereenns $2534

e -

Marlin 1894 SBL (Stainless Big Loop)
44 Magnum 16.5” 7 shot.......c.coceeue. $2375

ot

Marlin 1894 CB (Cow Boy) 20" Octagonal
10 shot 44 Magnum or 357 mag....... $2680

Marlin 1895T Trapper Stainless .45-70 16”

Marlin 1895 410 410g 22" 4 shot..... $2295

Marlin 1895BL Dark .45-70 6 shot ... $2295
444 Marlin 16” 5 Shot ... $2545

Marlin 336 Dark .30-30 16” 5 shot ... $2545

" i

Marlin 444 150th Anniversary 444 Marlin
24” 8 shot Engraved with
High Grade Walnut............ceevveeenrens $4395

(G [EIR[UNMERE PH: 02 9852 2669
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we aim to please

@ Bushmeister

Bushmeister BA-X12
Lever Release 12G Shotguns

Bushmeister BA-X12 20" Tactical
.................................................... Just $899

_ ot

Bushmeister BA-X12 20" Camo
........................ This month only, just $920

Bushmeister BA-X12 20" Marine Synthetic
......................... This month only, just $835

o 5

Bushmeister BA-X12 20"
Marine Walnut................ccoeevenne Just $860

|

Bushmeister BA-X12 20" or 28" Synthetic
Combo............. This month only, just $999

F

Bushmeister BA-X12 Synthetic 20” Or 28"
Barrels ............ This month only, just $810

F
F—

Bushmeister BA-X12 Walnut 20” Or 28“
Barrels............. This month only, just $835

SPRINGFIELD
ARMORY =
R i

i

Springfield 1911 Ronin Target
Stainless/Black 9mm Target
Adjustable Sights Normally $2696
.................. This month Just $1595

QWHEELER S
Wheeler FAT Wrench @
J

Back in Stock................. ust $175

PayPal

' HERE

*Not available for firearm
or ammunition purchases

LEUPOLD

BACK IN STOCK

TN — S

Leupold VX-3HD 6.5-20x40 EFR CDS-T
Turrets, Fine Duplex Reticle.............. $1435

IN STOCK NOW

Leupold Silver Scopes - e

Leupold VX-3HD s 4

Leupold VX-3HD ‘

4.5-14x50 CDS-ZL Silver Duplex.....$1375

Bushnell

—
.

|/ Multi-X Reticle Was-$60

Bushnell Elite 4500 2.5-10x40
Multi-X Reticle Was $545
...... Just $349 until sold out

Bushnell Spot On Trail Cam
18MP Tan Low Glow Twin
pack with 2 Trail Cameras
While stocks last
........................... Just $249

HARTTECH

Artech Pump Action Rifles
In Stock Now

Arttech Prima XP Pump Action

308, .30-06 or 300 win mag .....Just $1640

Artech Straight Pull Rifles
In Stock Now

T

Arttech Prima SP Straight Pull Synthetic
308, .30-06 or 300 win mag .....Just $1640

W_‘

Arttech Prima SP Straight Pull Walnut
.308 0r .30-06.....ccrvvrereerririereens Just $1760

www.magnumsports.com.au 19 Babbage Rd
Roseville Chase NSW 2069

/"™, Bushnell Elite 4500 4-16x50 Glock 17A 9mm

..... Just $399 until sold out

MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
SAT: 8am - 3pm
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

$15 flat rate post
for all orders anywhere
in Australia.

*Excluding firearms and
dangerous goods

iA’imingb

IAIMING CLEARANCE

True One Shot Auto Zero
NIOA Backed 3-year Replacement Warranty

Best Value on the Market * Mounts straight
to Pic Rail * Simple to use One Scroll Knob
Menu + Waterproof

iA-612 Was-$5130.......c.corneenens Just $4055
640x512 Sensor 12 pm + 2000m Detection Range

l®

ocK
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PERFECTION

Glock 44 22Ir

Glock 17A Olive 9mm

Glock 17A Gen 5
MOS 9mm Optics Ready

Glock 34 Gen 4 9mm

Glock 34 MOS Gen 5
9mm Optics Ready
Cased with 2 mags

Caldwell Rest Specials
Caldwell “The Rock” Combo
The Rock front rest with
filled rear bag

While stocks last ..........cccoueenne

Just $229

2 MONTH LAY-BY WITH A 20% DEPOSIT




ince its inception several years

ago Benelli’s Lupo sporting

rifle has certainly given pundits

something to think about. Having
gleaned the best concepts from their
shotgun expertise and applied them to a
blank canvas when designing the Lupo, a
modern classic was born.

While the original Lupo sported a black
glass-filled polymer buttstock and fore-end
mated to the aluminium ‘mini-chassis’,
the new models embrace hydro-dipped
camouflage patterns applied to the butt-
stock, fore-end and chassis frame for more
visual appeal together with matte-finished
barrelled actions.

Yet Benelli also realised rifle purists
would have to be catered to with a walnut-
stocked version and the result is in the
spotlight here - the Lupo Walnut - the rifle
a superb example in aesthetics, form and
function. Beretta Australia supplied one
in the booming .300 Winchester Magnum
calibre, the rifle fitted with a Steiner Ranger
optic along with ammunition from Sako and
Sellier & Bellot for testing.

At a glance

The impressive shipping carton contains

a comprehensive user manual, itemised
contents list, Benelli Surface Treatment
(BE.S.T.) technical brief and test target.
The bare rifle weighs 3.27kg and measures
1125mm with the 30mm recoil pad and
spacers fitted.

Chassis, buttstock and fore-end

An aluminium chassis is milled using state-
of-the-art CNC machining lathes, producing
a single entity with precise tolerances.

The chassis provides a solid platform for
the barrelled action to mate up to, with

one action screw in the rear of the chassis
through the top of bolt raceway and another
anchored into the underside of the front
receiver ring just forward of the recoil lug.
The recoil lug is affixed into the chassis

68 Australian Shooter

Go nuts

body and mates with a machined slot in the
underside of the receiver. The chassis also
serves as the magazine well which accepts
the polymer detachable box magazine and
additionally has the bolt notch and trigger-
guard in its design.

The individual walnut buttstock and
fore-end pieces attach to the chassis via
through-bolts, one at the front end (for
the fore-end) and one through the butt-
stock proper anchoring into the rear of the
chassis. The aluminium chassis is anodised
in a matte dark-grey finish with the ‘Lupo’
name inscribed in gold just under the front
receiver ring.

The satin-finished AA-grade walnut butt-
stock and fore-end is nicely profiled with a
pleasant ambidextrous cheekpiece and raised
Monte Carlo comb allowing excellent cheek-
weld when using an optic. Chequered panels
adorn the pistol grip and fore-end and are
perfect in their positioning and execution.
There’s also provision for fitting sling swivel
studs to the buttstock and fore-end and studs
are supplied with the rifle, rubber plugs

covering the points where these can be fitted.

The walnut buttstock is well profiled with
ambidextrous cheekpiece and Monte
Carlo comb for positive cheek-weld.

' Benelli’'s Lupo Walnut a hunter’s
m dream, says Con Kapralos

Layout of the action with high gloss BE.S.T.
tal treatment and piece Picatinny
rail as standard.

One main feature is the ability to adjust
length-of-pull and cast of the stock to suit
requirements. Benelli offer different shims
to adjust cast and stock height/drop, the full
set supplied with the rifle and each marked
according to its purpose. Benelli also fit
their superb Precision Comfort recoil pad.

Barrelled action

This comprises the receiver made of mild
steel mated to the patented cryogenically
treated barrel (CRIO) using a locking nut
to precisely adjust headspace. The receiver
has a rounded profile with the exception

of the top which is flat and additionally
drilled and tapped to take scope-mounting
hardware, the rifle fitted with a one-piece
Picatinny rail as standard.

To the rear left of the receiver is a spring-
loaded toggle bolt release button, with
a small gas port located in the front left
receiver ring to divert ignition gases away
from the shooter’s face. The ejection port
on the right is designed for unhindered case
ejection and also enables the magazine to
be top-loaded by hand, something appreci-
ated by hunters.

The 610mm barrel is in .300 Winchester
Magnum calibre and of a sporter profile,
having a twist rate of one-in-11" which
will handle most popular .30-calibre bullet
weights. The chamber and rifling are match
grade and the muzzle finished with a target-
grade crown as well as being threaded
M14x1 for use with accessories and
covered with a cap.
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LEVER RELEASE SHOTGUNS

™

Bushmeister

BRING HOME THE BACON

BA-X12 5 shot capacity, 5 chokes,

3 year warranty and cased

- ‘)—":““‘"‘“’“ ? T . _.ﬂ

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA
TACTICAL 207 ........ccoiiiiiiiiiicien e $860.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA
SYNTHETIC 20” or 28” barrel................cccovenenne $760.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA
WALNUT 20” or 28” barrel................cccccevvvveennnnne $785.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA
CAMO 20” or 28” barrel ............cccceeeveveeeecieeeens $880.00

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA

MARINE SYNTHETIC 20” barrel .. $785.00

USHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA
MARINE WALNUT 20” barrel....................cccoouenee. $820.00

ﬂ

BUSHMEISTER BA-X12 12GA
SYNTHETIC COMBO 20” and 28” barrels ..................cccccoooveiinnne $970.00

MADE EXCLUSIVELY FOR

AUSTRALIAN HUNTERS

OTHER ITEMS

FA-CARP Frankford arsenal mpress coaxial reloading press.............. $470.00
TAES10X42 Tasco 10x42 roof prism binoculars ................... .... $120.00
TATWC61850 Tasco world class 6-18x50 scope with mounts ............ $175.00
SIMSPH750 Simmons venture prohunter

6x20 750 yard rangefinder...........coovirereineneniseeese e $195.00
SIMWTC41240 Simmons whitetail classic 4-12x40 truplex scope...... $195.00
ALS5500 Allen scale 550 POUNG........cccueeiiiiiieiiiiiieciie e $70.00

1848 The Horsley Drive HORSLEY PARK NSW 2175 PHONE 02 9620 1313 EMAIL sales@hpgs.biz

FIREARMS

ANSCHUTZ 1761 DHB CLASSIC 17HMR RIFLE............cccccovvinnne $2295.00
SAVAGE 110 ELITE PRECISION 338
LAPUA 30" BBL,5 SHOT RIFLE.........ccccoviiiiiiiiiiicccee e $4550.00

SAVAGE 110 PRECISION 338 LAPUA 24” BBL,5 SHOT RIFLE....... $3195.00

SYNTHETIC 243, 308 .......cciiiiiiiiiicicsiccceeseee s $820.00
WALNUT B.5CM.......ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiii s $870.00

TURQUA RIFLES

2 stage trigger, 60 deg bolt lift, free floating
barrel, sub moa guaranteed

ATA PRO12 12GA 30” U/O SPORTING SHOTGUN - $1695
3 x colour coded extended chokes, grade 2 turkish walnut
timber, Adjustable comb, selective trigger, ejectors, cased

SAVAGE IMPULSE u
Straight pull rifles with AccuTrigger —1 SAVAGE

YEAR
WARRANTY

BIG GAME 308,6.5CM $2650.00
HOG HUNTER 808 ........coiiiiiiiiiicicciccccc e $2295.00
HOG HUNTER 3006 . $2450.00
PREDATOR 308 20” BBL.......ccccooiiiiiiciniisiceccecrcce e $2275.00
PREDATOR 6.5CM 20" BBL ........ccoviiiiriricicicccccc s $2275.00
RUGER PRECISION RIMFIRE RIFLE 22LR 18"BBL

10 SHOT RIFLE FIXED STOCK .....ccooiiiiiiiiiiniciceccec e $850
RUGER AMERICAN RIMEFIRE RIFLE

SYNTHETIC BLUE 22MAGNUM ........ccccooiiiiiiiiiinicccceee s $595
RUGER 77 HAWKEYE LONG RANGE TARGET 6.5CM 26” BBL

10 SHOT RIFLE — 1 ONLY AT THIS PRICE ........cccccoovviiiiiiiiciis $2095

RELOADING KITS

LY-BSVK LYMAN BRASS SMITH VICTORY RELOADING KIT — ONLY $595
Includes — single stage press, powder measure, handbook

Pocket touch 1500 electronic scale, case prep multi tool, primer tray

Magnum bullet puller, e-eze powder funnel, case lube kit, Powder dribbler
R87472- RCBS PARTNER PRESS 2 RELOADING KIT — ONLY $450
Includes-partner press, 1500gn pocket digital scale, powder funnel

Universal reloading block, deburring tool, case neck brushes, primer tray
Accessory handle, speer manuel, primer pocket brushes, hex key set

R9367- RCBS ROCK CHUCKER RELOADING KIT — ONLY $635 !
Includes-rock chucker supreme press, universal loading block ?t"& . B
Deburring tool,1500 pocket digital scale, hand prime tool
Hex key set, case lube kit, powder funnel, speer manuel

ews @ @

ABN 85003 914 850 DLN 410 582 683 + ALL PRICES INCLUDE GST AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE + WWW.HORSLEYPARKGUNSHOP.COM.AU

Please Note: Some items listed above may sellout before ad is released. While this is unavoidable we will endeavour to keep prices as marked but may change without notice.




Go nutsl!

The barrelled action is given a glossy finish
which looks like a deep blue/black, remi-
niscent of rifles of yesteryear. The BE.S.T.
results in a high surface hardness and low
friction coefficient, an indestructible barrier
that’s impervious to anything the elements
or user can subject the metalwork to.

Bolt, safety and trigger

The bolt incorporates three locking lugs with
a 60-degree lift and is a single piece of steel
with a scalloped section in the middle which
permits cartridges loaded in the magazine to
sit slightly higher, achieving better feeding
in the process. The bolt head is a separate
piece attached to the body with a pin, case
extraction and ejection via a plunger through
the face and claw extractor recessed into the
locking lug rim. To the rear an aluminium
bolt shroud keeps everything intact and
there’s also a provision for field stripping the
bolt by pressing a small tab and removing
the bolt shroud, firing pin and spring.

The bolt handle is functional as well as
aesthetic. The main shaft lies at an angle to
the side of the rifle in the bolt-notch but the
handle then kicks out at an angle, termi-
nating with an oval knob. It comes to the
hand nicely, allowing for positive grip and
fast cycling of the action and the bolt also
has the BE.S.T. finish which complements
the rest of the metalwork.

The safety mechanism is a two-position
affair on a tang behind the bolt shroud,
inletted into the head of the buttstock.

Its linear movement is simple to use and
benefits from a small safety over-ride button
behind the bolt notch. When the safety is
‘on’ the bolt handle is locked down and firing
pin blocked but on pressing the over-ride
button, the action can be cycled and chamber
cleared of loaded rounds. The trigger unit is
attached to the underside of the receiver and
is of a traditional single stage design with a
crisp break and no evidence of creep. The
trigger is adjustable from 1-2kg and was set
at 1.4kg from the factory, fine for testing.

Magazine

This is designed to match the contours of
the aluminium chassis and is of a four-shot
capacity made of polymer. Loaded rounds

Two-position safety is just
behind the rear tang.

70 Australian Shooter

sit in a twin-stack configuration and are
held securely with design elements built
into the follower and magazine body. The
magazine clips into place securely and sits
flush with the base of the chassis, removal
done by pressing a clip release on the front
edge. One pleasing feature is it can be top-
loaded through the ejection port.

Range testing

With the Lupo Walnut in .300 Winchester
Magnum, I decided to revert to three-shot
groups purely for shooting comfort. Beretta
Australia supplied two factory loads from
Sako and Sellier & Bellot and I added another
factory load in Federal’s Power-Shok.

What was immediately evident was
recoil control. With the superb Progressive
Comfort management system, shooting
the Lupo Walnut was acceptable though
you still knew it was a Magnum and opting
for three-shot groups instead of five was a
smart move. What did help in reducing felt
recoil was the overall weight of 4.08kg with
the Steiner Ranger optic fitted and shooters
could also use a muzzle brake to help
reduce muzzle flip.

The rifle cycled all ammunition without
issue and likewise extracted fired cases.
Accuracy was acceptable for a calibre suited
to large game species, with average groups
all coming in at around 1.5 MOA (~42mm)
or less. The Sako Super Hammerhead load
was the stand-out and would be my choice
for a hunting load.

Overview

Of all the current Benelli Lupo models the
Walnut is cream of the crop. It looks beau-
tiful with its glossy BE.S.T. barrelled action
and AA-grade walnut with subdued satin
finish. The rifle’s inherent design features
give it the utmost in form, fit and function
for the discerning hunter. While the big .300
Winchester Magnum was a handful, calibre-
wise a Lupo Walnut in any of the standard
calibres fitted with a compact 3-9x or 2-10x
hunting optic would make a sweet stalking/
hunting rifle. All Benelli Lupo models retail
around the $2899 mark. More at
berettaaustralia.com.au @

The four-shot magazine holds rounds
in a double-stack fashion and clips
smoothly into the chassis body.

The Benelli Lupo Walnut preferred
Sako Super Hammerhead 180-grain
loads when tested over the bench.

Specifications

Model: Lupo Walnut

Manufacturer: Benelli Arms, Italy

Distributor: Beretta Australia

Calibres: .300 Win Mag (tested) also available

in .243 Win, 6.5 CM, .270 Win, .308 Win,

.30-06 Sprg

Chassis: Aluminium alloy

Action: Steel with BE.S.T. treatment.

Bolt: Three locking lugs, fluted, BE.S.T.

gloss finish

Trigger: Adjustable for reach (+/-2mm)

using spacer (Imm) and shim (Imm), trigger

pull adjustable

Safety: Tang-mounted two-position with bolt
locking lever

Barrel: Sporter weight: 560mm on standard
calibres, 610mm on 6.5 Creed and .300 Win Mag
Magazine: Double stack detachable, five rounds
in standard calibres, four in .300 Win Mag

Stock: AA-grade walnut buttstock and fore-end,
Monte Carlo profile

Length: 1082mm (.243 Win, .270 Win, .308 Win,
.30-06 Sprg) | 125mm (6.5 Creed, .300 Win Mag)
Weight: 3.27kg (review rifle)

RRP: Around $2899

Benelli Lupo Walnut in .300 Win Mag: Accuracy Testing at 100m

Ammunition Best group (mm)

Hammerhead 180gr
Bonded Soft Point

Sellier & Bellot 180gr 29 42
SPCE
Federal Power-Shok 34 49

180gr Soft-Point

Worst group (mm)
Sako Super 17 46

Average group size (mm)*
28

37

41

* Average group from five 3-shot groups at 100m using front benchrest and rear bag
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Available
calibres
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Soft point nose for
rapid expansion

Thin jacket for
reliable expansion
at both high or low

velocities

Flat base provides
consistent accuracy

Reliable. Effective. Affordable.

Norma’s Whitetail line of ammunition is loaded in
1 Amotfors Sweden with the same consistency and care
I as all Norma Ammunition. Norma Whitetail features the
highest quality brass that meets and exceeds the
standard set forth by reloaders. Norma’s proven

soft-point bullet features a flat-based bullet that
offers consistent accuracy every time.

The exposed lead tip, coupled with a thin copper jacket
and quick expanding lead core results in a fast

knockdown effect and deep penetrative performance,
delivering all its energy to the vital organs.
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Allan Blane

he 2023 SSAA Benchrest National

Championships took place during

the Easter weekend at Dairyville

Range near Coffs Harbour with
four days of excellent shooting producing a
different winner each time. The Unlimited
class was first to be contested, this one
requiring 10-shot groups at each yardage.
Remarkably, of the smallest groups for the
five targets only one exceeded two-tenths
of an inch, the best of them being a .143
shot by Milan Morrell which helped him
win the aggregate with .2284.

The longer yardage also saw some
amazing groups, the smallest of them a
.300 by Paul Sullivan while the longer
aggregate produced a clear win for Les
Fraser on .2645. It’s of note that no fewer
than 17 ‘Screamer’ award patches (for very
small groups) were won on the day, surely
arecord. The Unlimited grand aggregate
went to Fraser on .2560 from Sullivan
(.2588) and John Gnech (.2945).

Saturday was Light Rifle day and again
those tiny groups came thick and fast with
the best of them a .114 by Gavin Marshall,
though the aggregate award went to Mark
Taller on .2058. At 200 yards it was the
same story with tiny groups and excellent
aggregates, the best of them a .240 by Keith
Sewell which saw him win the aggregate
with .2327. The Light Benchrest grand
aggregate title also went to Sewell on .2313
from Marshall (.2715) and Sullivan (.2811).

Sunday brought Heavy Benchrest and
shooters were now coming to grips with
the vagaries of the Dairyville range. At
100 yards the smallest target went to Ron
Sinclair with a tidy .111 group, the winning
100-yard aggregate an excellent .1722 shot
by Mitchell Taller. At 200 yards, newly-
elected National Benchrest Chairman Dave
McKillop produced the best group with a
.234, the aggregate won by Darren Parsons
who put together a nice .1850. The Heavy
Benchrest grand aggregate also went to
Parsons on .1888 from Mitchell Taller
(.2215) and Sullivan (.2225).

The last event was for the Sporter
Benchrest class which has a weight limit
of 9lbs and is considered by some the most
difficult class to master. The smallest group
at 100 yards was shot by Brendan Atkinson
with a .114 while the aggregate saw
Marshall put together an excellent .2006 for
the win. The 200 yards proved challenging
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Gavin Marshall (left) receives the Sporter
class trophy from Rod Madeley.

and John Babic took the small group prize
with a .331 while Michael Thompson took
out the aggregate with .2605. Winner of the
Sporter class was Marshall on .2673 from
Sewell (.2753) and McKillop (.2761).

* Other results: Four-Gun Champion
Trophy: Sullivan (.2668), Parsons (.2712),
Fraser (.2795). Three-Gun (SR, LB, HB):
Parsons (.2594), Sewell (.2540), Sullivan
(.2694). Two-Gun (LB, HB): Parsons
(.2369), Sullivan (.2518), Mitchell Taller
(.2535). State of Origin Trophy: New South
Wales (Parsons, Ray Beavis, Mitchell Taller,
Thompson). Top Junior: Josh Russell. Hall
of Fame: Two more shooters scored enough
points to enter the prestigious Benchrest
Hall of Fame so well done Gavin Marshall
and Darren Parsons. @

Rod Madeley congratulates leading
junior Josh Russell.

This New South Wales quartet
lifted the State of Origin Trophy.

Heavy Benchrest champion Darren Parsons

(left) is congratulated by Coffs Harbour club
tdant Madel

Pr Rod Y.

Four-gun champion Paul Sullivan flanked by
runner-up Darren Parsons (right) and Les Fraser.

Three-gun winner Darren Parsons.



5 Thermal
SRP $2,396 Rail Model

Pixfra CHIRON C650 Thermal
SRP $3,895 Rail Model

THERE’S A NEW KID IN TOWN

a Thermal Technology

The new Thermal Pixfra CHIRON by Dahua has just arrived. Available in both rail or clip-on versions
for whatever your preference maybe. Twin tripod sockets also allows for external mounting on vehicles.
The CHIRON will link with you smart phone or tablet for easy live viewing.

| U|tra-|OW Iatency Effective Sensitivity Battery  Focal Lenth Display Built-in  Detection
Pixels (NETD) Life Aperture Screen Storage Range
W Pro-grade image sensor C650(F) 6‘}2:3‘2 =30 mK@f/10 >65h 50mm/Fl0 '440XI1080 1665 2600m
- . .
High shock resistance C635(F) 6‘}2:2‘2 =30mKef/10 >65h 35mm/Fl0 '440X1080 1655 1g00m
B Reliable in the harshest of environments
Ca50(F) 38]2‘?8 =30 mK@f/10  >75h  50mm/Fl0 1440XI080 1665 2600m
B Easy on your hand, simplified operation
‘ ‘ c435(F) 38]‘;’&38 <30mK@/10 >75h 35mm/Fl0 '340XI080 466 1g00m
B Better Zeroing experience
cazs(F) 384288 _zqv@f10 >75h 25mm/Fl0 '440X1080  jecm 1300m
|

12um DISPLAY 0.4"

Replaceable and rechargeable battery

PiIxfFra @lhua

TECHNOLOGY

Hllnting Depot Proudly distributed by Hunting Depot

VIC vjetten@crkennedy.com.au | NSW mscanlan@crkennedy.com.au | QLD mswanton@crkennedy.com.au
huntingdepot.com.au WA/NT greg@spencerimports.com.au | TAS sbickle@crkennedy.com.au | SA jgerhardy@crkennedy.com.au



“Daniel O’'Dea’ was [ b own away v ¢
« by the Iatest'Ze|ss binoculars

’ve been in this shooting and hunting
game for quite a few decades now and
have to say one of the first things I
worked out was that rifle and scope

aside, there were two items I considered

essential - quality binoculars and boots.

Binos to find the quarry, boots to reach

them. I vividly recall more than 20 years

ago when, with great hesitance, I laid out
the best part of a couple of thousand dollars,

a king’s ransom back then, for a pair of

high-grade European binoculars but I've

never looked back (pardon the pun).
The difference was amazing. Optics in
general have advanced greatly but back

then it was literally the difference between

looking at foliage and individual leaves on

trees. When scanning for prey the depth of
perception allowed me to look into the tree
line at distance to identify game which might
remain invisible when viewed through lesser
optics. Over that time I've also learned the
good thing about buying such quality optics
is they do last, in my case 20 years. Mine are

_SFL 8x40

Matching sling'loops on the body and lens
cover retains the cover to avoid loss.

—
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still going strong and when you break down
the cost, at $100 a year they haven’t been a
bad investment at all.

As a big fan of Euro optics I'm always
pleased when a product arrives on my
bench for review and Zeiss will always be
a favoured option for many. In this case
Outdoor Sporting Agencies supplied a pair
from Zeiss in their SFL 40 compact binocu-
lars, the latest in the Zeiss SF (Smart Focus)
line, the L stands for lightweight. The theory
is pretty simple - Zeiss have set out to
provide the usual exceptional optical perfor-
mance in a lighter and more compact form.

The eternal compromise for just about all
hunting kits is weight over performance,
the most obvious example being a heavier
rifle perhaps offers more accuracy though
you have to carry it. Same deal with binocu-
lars - larger ones might be more powerful,
have better light transition and be more
durable but when they’re hanging round
your neck all day, you may have second
thoughts about carrying them.

Up-close
focus can pe
achieved ag

Neéaras 1.5m

In order to shed weight without
adversely affecting performance, Zeiss
has reduced the lens diameter by just
2mm which allows the use of thinner lens
elements at closer spacing than usual.
The result provides a 20 per cent saving
in weight and 13 per cent reduction in
volume compared to the normal Zeiss SF
range. The company claims their SFLs are
up to 30 per cent lighter than comparable
competitor products.

The SFL category enjoys other stand-
out Zeiss features such as the Smart
Focus mentioned earlier, a concept which
provides a larger and perfectly positioned
focus wheel for both ease and speed of
adjustment. Special new UHD (Ultra High
Definition) coatings offer even higher levels
of colour reproduction and natural fidelity.
In wet weather, LotuTec coatings have rain
drop beads to keep your view clear while
T* multi-coating provides a high degree of
light transmission in lowlight conditions.

As with most optics brands these days
it’s always a bit of a challenge wrapping
your head around all the ‘factory speak’,
trademarks and unique selling feature
acronyms, yet with Zeiss it all makes
sense when you pick up these glasses and
have a look through them. The SFL 40s
come professionally presented in their



RIMFIRE RIFLE REVOLUTION | XPeATFEATURES.

* Durable steel receiver

The new Xpert® takes the rimfire rifle to a whole new level * Picatinny rail included

of accuracy and performance. The light, sturdy and accurate * Precision barrel with target crown
Xpert® reflects the fundamental values of WINCHESTER: * Extended bolt handle

reliable, effective and practical products you can trust. * Adjustable Rimfire M.0.A. Trigger
* 10-round rotary magazine
Available in 22LR * Accepts aftermarket 10/22 magazines

WINCHESTER . &% RRP $595

REPEATING ARMS

WWW. WINCHESTERAUSTRALIA.COM. AU o @ o d
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Up close and personal

blue-logoed white box containing the
binoculars cocooned within a well-padded
black Cordura soft case. Other kit includes
rubberised front individual lens covers,
arear lens cover with carry strap eyes,

the usual quality check ticket and product
manuals plus two carry straps, one each for
the binos and case.

The compact nature of these binocu-
lars is self-evident and being 144mm
long x 114mm wide they weigh just 640
grams. For glasses offering these features
and performance, to me they present
as about three-quarter size to what you
might expect. The sizing is a welcome
compromise as I find a lot of binos with
the ‘compact’ tag tend to be a bit small in
hand and not easy to hold and operate. In
the field you want them heavy enough to
sit steady when glassing over extended
periods but not so weighty as to cause
fatigue when doing this. The Zeiss SFL
8x40s are about perfect in this respect.

The 8x magnification behind a 40mm
objective lens size provides an exit pupil
diameter of 5mm and eye relief of 18mm.
Light transmission is listed at 90 per cent
with a twilight factor of 17.9. Adjustment
allows for a pupil distance of between
52-74mm, so with the average human
pupillary distance (distance between your
eyeballs) being 63mm, that means almost
everyone on the planet should be able to
find a comfortable setting within this adjust-
ment scale.

In use, the large centrally located Smart
Focus ring is found intuitively when a grip
is taken and the binoculars brought to
your eyes. This adjustment ring provides

The main carry strap is well
padded and adequately
distributes weight.
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adequate resistance to allow for precise
focus tweaks while the oversized nature of
the ring itself equally provides sufficient
mechanical advantage to obtain such fine
alterations with ease. And still on focus
adjustment it’s worth noting a smaller
rubber ring the full diameter of the right-
hand side ocular housing provides +/- 4
diopter modification so you can balance out
any difference in focus between both eyes.

For those unaccustomed to the process
and similar to most binos offering diopter
adjustment, to alter in this case you’d close
your right eye and focus the binoculars to
be perfect for your open left eye. Closing
the left eye and maintaining the current
tuning point on the main focus ring you
then use the diopter adjustment to fine
focus the right eye, balancing any difference
between the two. With the diopter differ-
ence now set, focusing using the main focus
ring for varying distances should remain in
balance for both eyes.

A generous field of view of 140m at 1000m
has a lot of ground covered when glassing far
afield but up-close focus can be achieved as
near as 1.5m. It’s great for birdwatching or
close observation from a stand and could also
be handy for finding lost brass. Of course the
binoculars are nitrogen filled and in this case
water resistant to a pressure of 400 mbar,
research telling me this is equal to roughly
the pressure encountered when submerged
in a little over 4m of water. So in general
use, inclement conditions, hosing mud off or
falling into a creek with them isn’t going to
pose a problem.

I strapped the Zeiss SFL 40s on to carry
afield several times and they were a joy to

Box contents with the binos, front
and rear lens covers, soft case and
sling, bino sling and manuals.

use. With such quality optics it’s almost
that feeling you have standing in an elec-
tronics store in front of the latest hi-tech
TV when the picture on screen looks better
and sharper than real life. In the case of the
SFL 40s it’s real life only clearer. At dusk
and at night they were equally impressive
and last November proved popular when
the kids and I stood in the dark to watch the
lunar eclipse. We could just about make out
the US flag Neil Armstrong left up there!

A quality set of binoculars are a must
for anyone in the shooting sports and once
owned you’d be surprised just how many
times you might also use them outside
those endeavours. The SFL 8x40s are one
option in a fine selection of Zeiss binoculars
with just about something for every applica-
tion. The SFL 40s retail for around $2500
but you'll still have change out of that if you
shop around. It may sound a lot but it’s a
quality that’ll last a lifetime. @

Specifications

g

Coating: T*

Model: Zeiss SFL 40

Transmission: 90%

Magnification: 8x40: 8x, 10x40: 10x

Effective lens diameter: 40mm

Exit pupil diameter: 8x40: 5mm, 10x40: 4mm
Twilight factor: 8x40: 17.9, 10x40: 20

Field of view (m/1000m | ft/1000yds): 8x40: |40m |420ft,
10x40: | 15m | 345ft

Subjective viewing angle: 60°

Close focusing distance: |.5m|4.9ft
Diopter adjustment range: +-4

Exit pupil distance: |18mm
Iterpupillary distance (IPD): 52-74mm
Prism system: Schmidt-Pechan

Nitrogen Filling: Yes

Water resistance: 400mbar

Operating temperature: -20/+55°C | -4/+ 131°F

Length: 144mm |5.7in

Width at an interpupillary distance of 65mm: | |4mm | 4.5in
Weight: 640g | 22.60z




onlineshop.

Shop now for exclusive SSAA _a~ _
products, including clothing, camping, -y ¥ Fiold to Fork -
accessories, knives, books and more. — = Second Helpings

Welcome to our latest showcase of Australia’s
diverse, sustainable and environmentally friendly
offerings in Field fo Fork — Second Helpings.

$49.95

See the complete range of products in our Online Shop

SSAA Hoodie

You can never have enough hoodies! Why not add our
SSAA Navy Hoodie to your collection? With the traditional
‘kangaroo pouch’ and hood, it is sure to keep you warm as
you show off the cool SSAA logo.

—

SSAA Schrade Multi Tool Silver

This handy tool can be stowed safely in its sturdy,
fold flap pouch and securely closed with a foug\(1
Velcro patch. The belt/loop system helps you keep
track of your multi tool so you can cut, file, pry and
pinch your way through any job.

The SSAA Navy Hoodie is a Gildan heavy blend top made
from 50% cotton and 50% polyester preshrunk yarn.

Available in sizes S to 5XL.

$53.95

$59.95 -
SSAA Range Mat and Rifle Carry Case / A
The SSAA Range Mat and Rifle Carry Case offers two . . & I - .' J

J SSAA Sports Umbrella

fantastic products in the one item. It is a safe and
protective r\:w:xy to iro}r:sgor’r yocljr firearms and then,
once you have reached your destination, you can L . .
use it as a comfortable shooting mat. Simply unzip, I The automatic opening SSAA Sports Umbrella has
unfold and focus on your farget. Please visit our website for more details. e!ghf strong 1901 showgrproof polygsfer panels and

eight windproof 76cm ribs. It has a fibreglass shaft
$189 95 with a soft EVA hand grip.

$39.95

Snake Bite Kit Pink
In the SSAA Snake Bite Kit are two snake bite
indicator bandages and an easy to follow first-aid
guide specific to snake bites. Along with other
necessary bandages, the kit is compact and
packaged in a durable, soft canvass bag that can
be worn on a belt, making is easy to take it with
you wherever you go.

$34.95

Navy

Black

SSAA Beanies

Keep your head and ears warm with SSAA Beanies!

$16.95

SSAA turns 75 this year!

To celebrate the SSAA's 75th anniversary we
have a special production run of 75-year
anniversary pins and cloth badges.

SSAA Traditional Logo

Belt Buckle
The 75-year anniversary pins are uniquely The SSAA Traditional Logo Pewter Belt Buckle
numbered and measure 25mm x 30mm Pin $29 95 measures approximately 8cm x 6cm, comes with
(approximately). The 75-year cloth badges s protective pouch and care instructions — just add

measure 75mm x 60mm (approximately). ClOth badge $19 95 your favourite belt!

SHOP NOW
IT’S EASY!



Competition News

FOR FULL EVENT DETAILS GO TO

SSAA.ORG.AU/DISCIPLINES

Combined Services

National Postal Shoot

May |-September 4, 2023

All clubs and branches

Program: Full details on National website. Contact:
Steve Knight 0428 876 991.

Rifle Metallic Silhouette

National Rimfire Postal Shoot

June 1-November 30, 2023

All SSAA Rifle Metallic Silhouette clubs

Program: 40-shot match in accordance with SSAA Rifle
Metallic Silhouette rule book. Contact: Kathy Tobler
email toblerkathy@gmail.com

International MLAIC 2023 Pacific Zone
Postal Shoot

July 1— September 30, 2023

Between July and September 2023, we will be holding
the MLAIC Postal Shoot. This is an international postal
shoot with New Zealand, South Africa, USA, Canada,
Japan, Venezuela, Brazil, Argentina and Australia. Events
for O- Original and R — Reproduction Firearms (Rifle,
Pistol, Shotgun and Musket). A mixture of new rifle and
pistol events are included. A full event list is available
on the SSA National website along with entry forms.
Nominations capped at |6 entries/country per event.
Nominations: $15-$20/event, depending on the
number of entries and exchange rates. Rules: MLAIC
Rule Book 2022. Prizes: Medals awarded for Ist, 2nd
and 3rd. Certificates for 4th, 5th and 6th. Contact:
Michael Nicholas, secretary@ssaapara.org.au or 0467
763716.

National Muzzle Loading Postal Shooter
July 1-December 31, 2023

Program: | X Military 50m offhand Class |; | X
Traditional 50m offhand Class 2; | X Flintlock 50m
offhand; | X 100m bench rest Class | & 2; | X 100m
bench rest Class 3; | X 25m Precision revolver Class
1& 3; 1 X 25m Precision pistol Class 2; | X 25m

Snap pistol Class | & 2; | X Percussion shotgun; | X
100m bench rest BP Cartridge. Matches to be shot
during programmed matches at your range and scores
witnessed by range officer. Rule Book Number 8
applies. All scores to the Muzzle Loading Chairman by
end of December; results announced January. Medals
sent by end of February. All targets signed by Range
Officer; include name/address of competitors and the
event entering. Send scores to Steve Nicholas National
Discipline Chairman; GPO Box 2013, Adelaide South
Australia 5001 or muzzleloading@disciplines.ssaa.org.
au, secretary(@ssaapara.org.au

International Handgun Metallic
Silhouette National Championships
September 28-October 6, 2023

Wanneroo Shooting Complex, WA

Program: September 28-October |: Small Bore,
Field Pistol. October 2-6: Big Bore. See National
website for full line-up. Facilities: Camping available,
canteen. Contact: Russell Mowles via email at
handgunsilhouette@disciplines.ssaa.org.au

SSAA Combined Services National
Championships

September 29-October 1, 2023

Eagle Park Range, Little River, Vic.

Program: See National website for full details. Facilities:
Camping at range with showers and toilets, powered
sites, canteen on range open for breakfast and lunch,
dinner on Saturday at 6pm. Contact: Jim Oden
secretary(@vmrc.com
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Air Rifle Field Target National
Championships

September 29-October |, 2023

SSAA Range, Majura, ACT

Program: September 29: Practice. September 30:
Open Air Rifle FT. October |: Open Springer Air Rifle
FT. Facilities: On-site camping $10 daily per adult,
juniors $5. No fires. Catering and supermarkets nearby.
Contact: Chris Dale 0418 255 874 or Darius Krivanek
0418 103 360.

BPCR Silhouette Nationals

September 29-October |, 2023

Rankins Springs Target Shooting Complex, Lake
Cargelligo Rd, Rankin Springs, NSW

Rifle Metallic Silhouette Program: Fri 29 Sept Range

set up/practice. Sat AM .22BPCR 40-Shot Match
followed by 40-Shot BPCR Any Sight'. Sun AM 40-
Shot .22BPCR Match followed by 40-Shot BPCR
National Championship. Nomination fee $20/event

or $70/four events. Pre-nominations essential. Emalil
nominations to: danmac4070@gmail.com Rules: SSAA
RMS Rulebook. Prizes: National medals and prize table.
Facilities: Canteen for breakfast and lunch. Pub in town.
Caravan park and camping in town. Primitive camping
on the range. Contact: Dan Mac 0408 480 105,
danmac4070@gmail.com

National Lever Action Championships
Dates: September 30 - October 2. 2023

Host Branch/Club: Alice Springs SSAA

Rules: As per National Lever Action Rule Book
Facilities: See information nomination form online..
Contact: Jim Ellis 0418 675 526 or leveraction@
disciplines.ssaa.org.au

Australian Single Action Shooting
National Championships 2023

October 16-22, 2023

Frontier Shooting Club, State Shooting Park, Virginia,
South Australia.

Program: Monday |6th gates open; Tuesday | 7th Long
Range Rifle & Side Events; Wednesday |8th Mexican
Standoff & Warm up Stages; Thursday |9th 4 Main
Stages & Side Events; Friday 20th 4 Stages and Side
Events; Saturday 2 I st 4 Main Stages & Side Events, Main
Dinner; Sunday 22nd Master Gunfighter & Awards
Presentation. Nominations Close October |, 2023.
SASS rules apply. Shooters must be SSAA members.
Facilities: Camping with showers and toilets; no power
available. Contact: Violet Rose 0407 182 249.

Long Range Precision National Match
October 20-22, 2023

T42 SSAA Tasmania State Range, 770 Woodsdale Rd,
Runnmede, TAS 7190

Program: Friday 20th 2pm range open for zero
checking; Saturday 2 | st 8am sign-on and scrutineering,
9am start with Match |: 500m and Match 2: 600m.
Sunday 22nd 8am sign-on,

9am start with Match 3: 700m and Match 4: 800m.
Nominations close September 30, 2023. Nomination
form can be found on SSAA National website. Send to:
secretary(@ssaatas.com.au; Rules: SSAA Long Range
Precision Shooting Official Rule Book No. |. Prizes
TBA. Facilities: Camping available at the state range
(toilets, fire places and limited water).

SSAA NSW Muzzleloading Rifle & Pistol
Championships

October 21-22, 2023

Mid-Western Pistol Club Inc.; Windamere Regional
Shooting Complex, 8863 Castlereagh Hwy,
Cudgegong NSW 2850. Program: 20 Friday — Noon
to 5pm Practice; 2| Saturday — 8am registration/bench
allocation. 9am start. 22 Sunday — 8am start. See
SSAA National website for full program. Nominations:

See National website. Rule Book 8 to apply, available
to download from National ML website. Prizes:
Medal presentation on Sunday afternoon. Facilities:
Free camping for tents/caravans, with toilets and hot
showers. BBQ lunches and cold drinks for purchase
Sat/Sun. Range dinner for purchase Saturday night
(nominate beforehand). Contact: Shayne Barnsley
on 0418 302 062 or darth_royce@hotmail.com;
Alison Hughes on 0407 853 393 or secretary@mid-
westernpistolclub.org.au

SSAA Tasmania 5-Stand State
Championships

November 10-12, 2023

State Complex, Woodsdale, Tas.

Program: Friday: Side x Side 50 targets HCP; Sub-gauge
50 targets HCP Saturday: 100 targets 5-Stand; Sunday:
100 targets 5-Stand. Facilities: Camping on-site, limited
faciltties, full canteen Saturday and Sunday. Contact:
Dale Foggo 0408 361 638 or dalepest@msn.com

SSAA (Tas) Single Action State
Championships

November 25-26, 2023

Glenorchy Mitchell Range, Tas

Program: Saturday: 8.30 briefing, 6+ stages. Sunday:
9.30 briefing, 4+ stages, Master Gunfighter stage and
presentation. Contact: Ray Vallerine 0487 334 714.

Queensland NRA Pistol Metallic
Silhouette Postal Shoots

All (SSAA) Qld branches with approval to shoot Postal
Metallic Silhouette Program: Shoot |: February |-May
31; Shoot 2: April 1-July 31; Shoot 3: May |-August
31; Shoot 4: August |-November 30. See National
website for full event details. Contact: Hazel Bozic
(07)4128 0467 or pms@ssaaqld.org.au

SSAA (Qld) Field Rifle, NRA 3P and 4P
State Championships

August 18-20, 2023

SSAA Townsville, Hervey Range

Program: August |8: Practice. 19: Rimfire Field Rifle
(42 shots), Centrefire Field Rifle (42 shots). 20: Rimfire
NRA 3P (60 shots), Centrefire 4P (40 shots). Facilities:
Free camping at range with toilets and showers (limited
powered sites), kitchen on site. Contact: Tony Hilleard
0428 516 125 or Jennifer Ingram 0418 259 269.

SSAA (Qld) Lever Action State
Championships

September 2-3, 2023

SSAA Townsville branch

Program: September |: Practice. 2: Open match.

3: Classic Calibre match. Facilities: No catering but
barbecue available, camping at range with power,
toilets, showers. Contact: Kerry Guinea leveraction@
ssaagld.org.au or 0409 262 966.

SSAA SA Lever Action Silhouette State
Titles

August 5-6, 2023

SSAA SA Para Range, Rifle Range Road, Greenwith,
SA 5125

Rifle Metallic Silhouette Program: Fri 4 range open for
practice |0am—4pm; Sat — 5 August |0am — Practice/
Sighting; 10:30am — LAS Rifle Calibre (40-shot match);
I pm — Lunch; 5pm — Finish. 6pm — BBQ dinner and
presentations. Sunday — 6 August | 0am — Practice/
Sighting; 10:30 — LAS Pistol Calibre (40-shot match);
|:30pm — Practice/Sighting (Lunch); 2pm — LAS
Smallbore/Rimfire (40-shot match); 4:30 — Finish/



pack up; 5pm — Presentations. Nomination fee: $20/
match or $50 for three matches. Juniors free. Rules:
All matches shot in accordance with the current SSAA
national rulebook. See ssaa.org.au for Rule Book
Revised No. 9. Facilities: Camping, hot showers and
toilets. Motels nearby. Canteen open for lunch, drinks,
and snacks each day. Saturday night BBQ provided.
Contact: Russell Asser cabsauv@gmail.com or 0412
906 066.

SSAA (SA) Gallery Rifle State
Championships

September 23-24, 2023

SSAA Para Range, SA

Program: Saturday: Multi Target (24 shots) any sight,
T&P | (30 shots) any sight, 1500 Match (150 shots)
any sight. Sunday: 50m Precision (30 shots + unlimited
sighters) any sight, Classic Multi Target (24 shots),
Classic 1020 Match (102 shots). Contact: Dave
McCarthy atm3855@yahoo.com.au. Let him know if
you're coming for catering purposes.

SA Rifle Metallic Silhouette - Centrefire
September 23-24, 2023

Para Branch, Rifle Range Rd, Greenwith, SA 5125
Program: Saturday: Air rifle 80-shot match; Practice
9am, |0am start. Saturday arvo: Hunter Rimfire 40-
shot match. Sunday: Heavy Rimfire 80-shot match;
weigh in, practice 10am, 10.30 start. Presentation/prize
table after Sunday match. Nominations: $10/match or
$25 for three shoots. Juniors half price. Rules: SSAA
Rifle Mettallic Silhouette Rule Book No. 8 Revised
2019. Facilities: Canteen will be open for lunch, drinks,
and snacks. Camping facilities with showers and toilets.
Contact: Mark West on markwest@kentcivil.com.au or
0421 775 101

SSAA (Vic) Lever Action Silhouette State
Championships

September 23-24, 2023

Eagle Park Range, Vic

Program: Saturday 80 rifle calibre; Sunday 80 shots
pistol calibre then 80 shots smallbore rifle. Contact:
Mark Butler 0409 135 740.

SSAA (Vic) Field Rifle, 3P, Scoped Air Rifle
and NRA State Championships

October 22, 2023

Eagle Park Range, Vic

Program: Centrefire competition followed by Rimfire.
Contact: Mark Butler 0409 135 740.

Victorian Muzzle Loading Club State
Championships

November 18-19, 2023

Victorian Muzzle Loading Club, SSAA Eagle Park Range,
Gifkins Road, Little River; VIC

Program: See website for full program. Rules: Firearm
and competition information

from the VMLC Member Book 202 1. Prizes: Trophy
for first, second and third. Facilities: on-site camping
(fees may apply) and café. Fire Ban for the Central Area
will result in cancellation of black powder competitions
for that day. Free BBQ lunch on Saturday. Possible free
BBQ breakfast on Saturday and Sunday and free lunch
BBQ on Sunday (subject to availability). Contact Craig
Kinder on craigk@jeatech.com.au or 0409 707 157.

SSAA (WA) Shotgun Tower State
Championships

September 17, 2023

Wanneroo Shooting Complex, WA

Program: 15 Target DB, 15 Target SB, |5 Target
Points score and |5 Pairs (total 75 targets). Facilities:

Hot food, cool drinks available to buy, free tea, coffee
and biscuits. Contact: Neil Cobb 0404 040 357 or
neilcobb@bigpond.com.

SSAA National Event
Cancellation/Postponement
Policy

An event may be postponed or
cancelled at any time by SSAA National,
SSAA State Office or club directive.
SSAA National will not be liable for
reimbursement to competitors for any
costs associated with a postponed or
cancelled SSAA National championship
event for any reason. Competitors
planning to attend an event should
consider options for free cancellation
or refund of travel and accommodation
costs where available.

TOOWOOMBA
GUN, MILITARIA &
COLLECTABLES FAIR

19" Aug o 20" Aug ., Toowoomba
9-4 Sat 9-2 Sun Showgrounds

Always buying militaria & blades | Ph Dan 0407 643 776

HUNTER VALLEY
ARMS FAIR

September 2023

New & Used
Modern, Vintage & Antique Firearms
Military Collectables & Knives

Saturday 23w
9:00 - 4:30
Federation Centre Basketball Stadium
10 Bent St, Maitland NSW

Sunday 24"
9:00 - 3:30

© info@hvaf.com.au
@ 0490 345 681

www.hvaf.com.au

Check website for updates
C D Field Service Principal Dealer DLN 408924581
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Get help from 4-time Olympic shooter
and lawyer, Glenn Kable

Get the right legal advice!
Available Australia-wide.

Having spent a lifetime around the sport, | have an intimate
knowledge of the workings of all the bodies affecting the
decision-making process, whether it is police or courts,
local councils or governments, clubs or associations.

For a no-obligation assessment, phone 0407 962 200
or email glenn@hartmann.net.au
mail@hartmann.net.au
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SSAA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

ABN 95 050 209 688

SSAA Membership Office, PO Box 282, Plumpton, NSW 2761 Mierilberiie Neo
Phone 02 88053900 Fax 02 9832 9377 Email membership@ssaa.org.au

NEW [] RENEWAL D Have you been a member before? Yes/No

Title (pLeas cieLe) Mr Miss Ms Mrs Other ......... Preferred SSAA Branch PLEASE
First name READ AND SIGN
Middle name T .

This 'J.I is madg in full'
Last name et ol e e

ethical behaviour. | undertake to
do all in my power to preserve the
Residenﬁul uddress good image of the sport and the

Associations. | understand that

members breaking the Code of
Town/suburh State Postcode Conduct and/or Social Media
Policies may be subject to
suspension or expulsion. Both can
be found at ssaa.org.au/code

Postal address

Town/suburb State Postcode SIGNATURE....................
(IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)

DATE: ..o
Phone (MOblIe) (Home) Refund Policy: Subject to Australian

law, membership fees are not
refundable, nor can they be
transferred.

Email

Members join a SSAA state or
" . territory branch. The information
Member referral number if applicable you provide on this form will be

. disclosed to the state or ferritory
Date of birth Male[ ] Female[ | oOther[ ] branch of the SSAA fo which your
membership application relates. A
copy of SSAA Inc’s privacy policy can

|| Tick to subscribe to the FREE SSAA National E-newsletter via email P et ot

information by writing fo: SSAA, PO
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES AND SPECIAL OFFERS

Box 2520, Unley SA 5061.
Each membership category (apart from Family Member) includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter magazine per year.

ATTENTION

Add four issues of the Hunter magazine per year NSW & ACT

MEMBERS

] $95
$130

Adult (over 18 years)

@ Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms
SSAA  Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

MUTUAL

Complete this section ONLY

if you wish to use your
membership of the SSAA to
support your Genuine Reason
for Eaving a firearms licence.
Register your SSAA activities by

per year!

Additional Family Member (No magazine) Applies to each additional person

over 18 residing at the same address as a full-subscription Adult member. |:| |:| |:| |:| |:| |:| ;gﬁ;l;i,?r?gog:x:;more of the
@ Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms i [] mrotT sHoomNG
Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal. Ad"?:"':"’em:?"o (longarms only)
MUTUAL . I:l HUNTING
. (club membership)
Pensioner Awilable on production or photocopy of I:I COLLECTING
both sides of your Australian Concession Card. HUNTING OTHER
Includes $35 for SSAA MUTUAL Member Firearms [] Riicence, property

owner/permission)

SSAA  Protection for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

MUTUAL

5-yeur Adult Contact SSAA for SSAA MUTUAL firearms protection information. h the fi
$SUU.0 Choose the firearms

. rotection offer
|:| $] 900 Member for Life Contact SSAA for SSAA MUTUAL firearms protection information. P
and forsjust $35 you
Oversedas Available to members living overseas. Fet $2 ’000 worth
of firearms and fixed
Junior (under 18 years)  Parent's or guardian’s SIGNAIUME  .vevieieiiieieici et accessories cover.
Want to know more?
|:| @ TICK IF TAKING OUT SSAA MUTUAL MEMBER FIREARMS PROTECTION. | understand that the Firearms
SSAA  Statement of Protection for SSAA MUTUAL Members Firearms Protection is on ssaamutual.com.au for my reference. cu" us at SSAA

MUTUAL

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Encl di t for th t of $ | also wish to donate the following
nclosed Is payment Tor the amount OT d................ Amount 10 the SSAA S,

o
| | Cheque | |Money order | | MasterCard | | Visa 02 8305 3900
Cardrumber | | | | [ | [ [ L[] [/[[]]

Expiry date Djj] SIgNAtUIe. ... MUTUAL

MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION

Cheques payable to the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc. July 2023



Member-only competitions

Entertowin  winners!

Australian Shooter June, 2023

Winchester Prize Pack
Aaron Elliott, Vic

Adult SSAA range mat & case
Stephanie Grace Payne, Qld

Simply write your full name, address and
contact number on a piece of paper and
place it inside an envelope and send to:

(Name of Competition) Juniors - Beretta Prize Pack

SSAA National Kade Murray, SA
PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 5061 Or enter online Ab::;Hs:r?/z:::%m
Competitions close August 31, 2023 at ssaa.org.au

Australian Women's Shooter Issue 19
Manfred+Cracco Vega Watch

Top Shots Mug Debra Bielawski, WA

75th Anniversary Giveaway

Prize | - SSAA Hoodie
Stephen Burnet, NSW

Prize 2 - SSAA Cooler Bag — Tote +
SSAA 75th Anniversary Cloth Badge
Eric Rettke, NSW

Prize 3 — SSAA Renegade Jacket
Jeremy Cusack, NSW
Prize 4 - Pewter Belt Buckle — Deer
Hunter + SSAA Brooch

. Frank Turner, NSW
Invaluable - mon n’ his! ’
aluable oney ca t buy this Prize 5 - SSAA Shotgun Vest + Great

Kindly donated by SSAA National Australian Outdoors Issue 4
ssaa.org.au Christopher Donnantuon, NSW

Traser P66
Green Spirit
Watch

RRP $799

Kindly donated by SSAA National
Ssaa.org.au Prize 6 - Field to Fork — Second Helpings
+ Ceramic Kitchen Knife Set

John Priest, WA

= H Prize 7 - SSAA Ra M d Rifle C C.
Winchester Prize Pack e M e CarmY Case

. Prize 8 - SSAA Magnum Shooting
Includes: Glasses + SSAA Cap - Royal Blue
Hope T Shirt Adam Kidd, Vic

Curve Knife Sharpener
9-13" Bipod incl. swivel
Lunch Bag

Phoenix Black Cap

RRP $251.80

Kindly donated by Winchester Australia
winchesteraustralia.com.au

Prize 9 - SSAA Softshell Vest + SSAA
75th Anniversary Numbered Pin
Raymond Eckhardt, NSW
Prize 10 - SSAA Sports Umbrella + SSAA
75th Anniversary Numbered Pin
Glen Chrystal, NSW

Prize 11 - SSAA Best Shots Mug x 2 +
Guide to FREE Campsites Gift Pack
Matt Dunne, WA

Prize 12 - Australian Hunter Magazine
subscription + SSAA Camp Cap
Emile Hazelwood, ACT

L]
J u n Iors AUSTRALIAN SHOOTER is published monthly and is printed by IVE, 83 Derby
St, Silverwater, NSW 2128.
[ g = The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc (SSAA Inc) is subject to the
M Itchel I Exped Itlon provisions of the National Privacy Act. We collect personal information from
members of the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia in the various states
Single Swag

and territories. Should you want a copy of the SSAA Inc Privacy Statement or
seek further information please write to PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 506 1.

Freelance contributions are welcome. We do, however, recommend that
potential authors contact the office prior to story drafting. Manuscripts and
digital files may be sent to the address shown above. No responsibility is taken
for the loss or damage of manuscripts or photographic material.

While the publishers exercise due care with regard to handloading data, no
responsibility can be accepted for errors and/or omissions, or any damage
suffered as a consequence.

Please note that certain firearm types and accessories advertised in the
Australian Shooter may not be legally available in all states and territories. Please

check with your local authorities before ordering. Neither the AS nor any of its
RRP $ 3 I 9 ° 9 9 advertisers accept responsibility in this matter. No text or photographs within

the magazine may be republished, either electronically or in print, without the
Klndly donated by OZTrail express written permission of the Editor.

Copyright 2023.

oztrail.com.au
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An Outdoor Life

WITH MARK VAN DEN BOOGAART

Rose-coloured glasses wouldn’t change a thing

wholly unexpected family event has

me thinking about death . . . and

what comes after. I don’t mean the

spiritual or metaphysical, rather the
many things which inevitably follow, some of
them ordinary if not commonplace. Arrange-
ments must be made, documents signed,
emails fly back and forth across time and
space in the hope of aligning calendars of
the many members of a geographically dis-
persed family.

Others are essentially hidden from us
until we find ourselves in this place. Inter-
actions with various mechanisms of State,
official sanction of the otherwise obvious,
the formal process of recognition and even
the purchases of land measured in centime-
tres. Swirling around it all is knowing how
to support a wife who’s lost a husband, a
daughter her father and young children a
treasured family elder.

These things cannot be avoided. We know
this as we also know they’ll roll on without
us. Our job is to take steerage, act accord-
ingly, bring one point to a close and open
the way for another. The clock doesn’t stop
ticking as life, along with death, happens.
As a society we’ve removed ourselves from
these hard truths though there are excep-
tions, but here in the Great Southern Land
it’s something we turn away from for the
most part. This approach to the inevitable
extends well beyond the trauma we experi-
ence when we lose those close to us.

As I write this, duck season has opened
in Victoria and the media is awash with the
venom and vitriol of those opposed to it.
You know what I mean, those uneducated
thought bubbles of the pleading and bleed-
ing ignorant who dominate the news and
entertainment cycle. What’s strange to me
among all the shrieking is that somehow
we've forgotten that within the lives of both
city and country people, actively sourcing
food was until recently the norm. Harvest-
ing ducks, rabbits, hares and other game
wasn’t wrong and no-one thought we’d
moved beyond that. It wasn’t murder.
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We understood that food production was
Newtonian - for every action there’s an
equal and opposite reaction. Avert your
gentle gaze if you must but death was a
literal truth in sustaining life. Today, all
around us are examples of an intentional
ignorance towards this truth. It’s not
master hunter, productive farmer or knowl-
edgeable gatherer that entertains us, it’s
the elevation of ‘celebrity’ chefs who create
culinary wonders with ingredients which
magically appear on a studio set.

Unless it’s part of your job there are very
few pursuits like hunting which require you
to peek behind the curtain and acknowledge
there’s no wizard who makes the bad things
go away. Further, as hunters we’ve placed
ourselves in a situation where there’s no
escaping what will follow once a shot is
taken, an arrow let fly or the knife drawn.
This willingness on our part is because
we know death is not optional, the produc-
tion of life is. And rather than being a slur
on our individual and collective integrity,
understanding this truth is a demonstration
of our moral strength and character.

We also willingly accept that through our
actions we intentionally put in play a whole
new reality. Things will happen and outside

my own small orbit, in the natural world it’s
the same. For every game animal we take
we feed others and not just those around
us. No matter how good we are with a knife
we create a new food source for a multitude
of organisms from the micro to macro.

We also change ever so slightly the
course of genetics and bloodlines. A stag or
buck taken during the rut may have bred
before its death but certainly won’t con-
tinue to do so. Conversely for those stags
that run while others fall, its own bloodline
may now have a greater chance of becoming
dominant. For the farmer the destruction of
feral pigs might just mean a crop makes it
to market. For the station owner, lambs may
grow to produce wool or meat for the table
with the demise of a wild dog. Similarly
the extinction of a native species may have
been postponed for another day through the
skilled use of whistle and shotgun.

Among all this I struck upon an idea which
I hope might summarise my life as a hunter.
Participation in such a real life is a privilege,
the cost of this privilege paid
through responsibility and
the currency in which I pay
is through my actions as an
ethical hunter.
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= For only $35 get $25,000 worth of
SSAA Members Firearms Protection.
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www.ssaaib.com.au
ered at hum g while
rup ) ttled for nt (up to
5 years), assessed by an approved firearms dealer and settled promptly. Compare it to
your Home and Contents Policy, which may have an exc cater than $100 and may
only cover your firearms at home. Don't isk anothar year wit: or - Trust SSAA
Mutual to safeguard your firearms and t € S0rMes

| Call (02) 8805 3900 E urum .

membership.
P Email: megan@ssaains.com.au

MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION

HERE'S WHAT SSAA MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION COVERS:

Claims Firearms & Coverage. Not Covered.

Settled Accessories. : ;
Promptly s + Accidental loss and damage of + Collision or overtuming Theft where the equipment was not stored in an approved gun safe as required

Al privately owned the equipment (including whilst of the vehicle. by State or Territory authority, other than when the equipment is in use or away
firearms registered in use, excluding chipping and + Fire & extraneous perils. from the Insured's premises. Where the Insured or any person or enlity to whom
to the member and scralching of stock). * Flood the equipment has been enfrusted (o fails to comply with any law relating to either
fied accessories. + Malicious damage. + Theft. storage, use or handling of the equipment.

 Any commentany provided in the adverisement is general information which does not take nto account your individual situation and you
and Statemant of Protection (www.ssaait 1.8 ore deciding 1o becoms a member and to purchase and hold discrationary protect






