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F era l p ig s  n e a r Q u ee n sla n d ’s  G u lf of C a rpen ta ria . Im a g e: S h u tte rstoc k  

A  N E W  p a rtn ersh ip  is  ta k in g  a c tion  to p rom ote  g rea te r a w a re n ess , 
vig ila n c e  a n d  u n d ersta n d in g  of th e d iffere n t fa rm  b iosec u rity risk s  
c a u sed  b y th e  c u rren t ‘exp losion ’ in  p est a n im a ls  – esp e c ia lly p ig s .   

A  se riou s esc a la tion  in  p est a n im a l n u m b ers , a n d  u rg e n t n e ed  to 
p reve n t b u rg eon in g  c rop  d a m a g e, m a y lea d  to d elib e ra te  sh ortc u ts  
b ein g  ta k en  on  p rop erty a c c ess  ru le s  a n d  sta n d a rd s for th e 
m ovem en t of p eop le  a n d  veh ic les .   

Th ese  se riou s c on c ern s  a re  b ein g  a d d ressed  in  a  n ew  c a m p a ig n  
th a t’s  ta k in g  p ositive  a c tion  on  b iose c u rity p rotec tion s, w ith  G ra in  
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P rod u c ers  Au stra lia  (G P A) join in g  w ith  th e  S p ortin g  
S h oote rs ’Assoc ia tion  of Au stra lia  (S S AA  N a tion a l).   

Th e ‘S ec u re  O u r F a rm s – H u n t B ioA w a re’ p a rtn ersh ip  is  sh a rin g  a n d  
p rom otin g  im p orta n t resou rc es  a n d  c om m u n ic a tion s to h elp  b oost 
c om m u n ity ed u c a tion  a n d  u n d ersta n d in g  a b ou t b iose c u rity 
p reve n tion s  a n d  th e n ee d  to follow  a n d  a d h e re  to fa rm  p rop erty 
a c c ess  ru les  a n d  sta n d a rd s.   

S S A A N a tion a l is  re lea sin g  a  n ew  e d u c a tion a l vid eo to p rom ote  b a sic  
b iosec u rity step s  th a t n e ed  to b e follow ed  w h e n  en te rin g  p rop erties , 
su c h  a s  veh ic le  a n d  p erson a l h yg ien e, a n d  a d vic e  on  th e im p orta n c e  
of c om m u n ic a tin g  w ith  fa rm ers  a b ou t th eir sp ec ific  b iosec u rity 
req u irem en ts .  

G P A c h a ir B a r r y  L a r g e  sa id  th e n ew  p a rtn ersh ip  w ou ld  h elp  sh in e  a  
sp otlig h t on  th e vita l im p orta n c e of b iosec u rity p rotec tion s, w h ic h  
w a s on e  of G P A’s  c ore  stra teg ic  p riorities , to su p p ort g row er 
p rofita b ility a n d  su sta in a b ility.   

M r L a rg e  sa id  w h ile  m a n y p eop le  d id  th e  rig h t th in g , c om p la c en c y is  
th e en em y of b iosec u rity a n d  vig ila n c e is  c ritic a l to p rotec tin g  fa rm  
p rod u c tivity a n d  p erform a n c e.   

H e sa id  th e b iosec u rity risk s  from  u n a u th orise d  a c c ess  to fa rm in g  
p rop erties  w ere  s ig n ific a n t.   

“F a rm ers  c a n ’t c on d u c t th e  b a sic  su rveilla n c e  a n d  in sp ec tion s for 
h itc h h ik er p ests  if p eop le  a re  a c c essin g  ou r p rop e rties  w ith ou t u s  
k n ow in g  a b ou t it,” h e  sa id .   

“Th e  ‘S ec u re  O u r F a rm s – H u n t B ioA w a re’ p a rtn ersh ip  b etw een  G P A 
a n d  S S A A N a tion a l en su res everyon e u n d e rsta n d s  th e  risk s  a n d  
c on seq u e n c es  of ig n orin g  b iosec u rity; d elib e ra tely or n ot.”   

It  h a s  b een  estim a ted  th a t a  la rg e  m u lti-sta te  foot-a n d -m ou th  
ou tb rea k  w ou ld  c ost livestoc k  p rod u c ers  m ore th a n  $52 b illion  over a  
ten -yea r p eriod . A n  AC IL  Allen  re p ort in  20 19 on  th e  p oten tia l 
in c u rsion  of Afric a n  sw in e fever in to th e Au stra lia n  p ork  sec tor 
estim a ted  tota l ec on om ic  losses  b etw een  $ 1.5 to $ 2 b illion  u n d er a  
h ig h -sp rea d  sc en a rio over five  yea rs .   

“S om eon e en terin g  a  fa rm  w ith ou t th e fa rm ers ’ k n ow led g e a n d  n ot 
follow in g  th e rig h t p rotoc ols  a lso risk s  sp rea d in g  seriou s b iosec u rity 
risk s , w h ic h  c ou ld  d ec im a te  ou r $ 28  b illion  c rop p in g  se c tor,” M r 
L a rg e sa id .   



“If w e h a d  a  c om b in ed  b iosec u rity ou tb rea k  for c rop s a n d  a n im a ls , it  
w ou ld  a lso th rea te n  ou r food  sec u rity a n d  in c rea ses  p ric es  for 
everyd a y Au stra lia n s, a n d  th e c ou n tries  w e  exp ort to.”   

S S A A N a tion a l W ild life  P rog ra m s L ea d er M a tth ew  G od son  a lso 
w elc om e d  th e n e w  p a rtn e rsh ip  to h elp  ra ise  a w a ren ess in  th e 
c om m u n ity w ith  p roa c tive  a c tion s  a n d  sh a rin g  of vita l resou rc es.   

H e sa id  h u n ters  h a d  a n  im p orta n t role  to p la y in  c on se rva tion  a n d  
p rovid ed  a  vita l se rvic e  to fa rm e rs  to p rotec t th e ir live lih ood s.   

“W e  a re  p roa c tive  in  e d u c a tin g  th e  212,0 0 0  m em b e rs of ou r sta te  
a n d  territory a ssoc ia tion s in  eth ic s , sa fety a n d  b iod ivers ity p rotoc ols ,” 
h e  sa id .   

“Th rou g h  ou r S S A A F a rm e r Assist p rog ra m  w e w ork  to c on n ec t 
la n d ow n ers  w ith  volu n tee r h u n ters  w h o su p p ort p est a n im a l c on trol 
efforts  in  fa rm in g  c om m u n ities  a n d  h elp  red u c e  th e im p a c ts  p est 
a n im a ls  h a ve  on  th e en viron m en t a n d  w id e r a g ric u ltu ra l in d u stry.   

“Th is  p rog ra m  ed u c a tes its  p a rtic ip a n ts  a b ou t b iosec u rity, a n im a l 
w elfa re  a n d  oth er im p orta n t c on sid era tion s w h en  en terin g  
p rop erties .”   

M r G od son  sa id  fa rm  b iosec u rity is  se riou s b u sin ess  a n d  a ll vis itors  
m u st follow  la n d h old er in stru c tion s to m itig a te  a n y risk s  on  or off th e  
p rop erty, in c lu d in g  veh ic le  h yg ie n e (c a rs , q u a d s, A TV s  a n d  
m otorb ik es).   

H e sa id  footw ea r a n d  c loth in g  m a y n eed  som e sp ec ia l a tten tion  
d ep en d in g  on  th e  c u rre n t b iosec u rity risk  s itu a tion  a n d  p rotoc ols  in  
p la c e a t a  p a rtic u la r p rop e rty.   

“D isea ses, p ests  a n d  w eed s  c a n  en ter a  fa rm  a n d  b e sp rea d  b y 
eq u ip m en t a n d  ve h ic les , e ith er d irec tly or in  p la n t m a teria l, soil or 
m a n u re. M a in ta in in g  e q u ip m en t h yg ien e  a n d  e n su rin g  a ll veh ic les  
th a t vis it a  p rop erty a re  c lea n  a n d  w e ll m a in ta in ed  is  im p orta n t,” h e  
sa id .   

G P A c h ief exec u tive , C o lin  B e tt le s , sa id  th e G ra in s F a rm  B iosec u rity 
P rog ra m , m a n a g e d  b y P la n t H ea lth  Au stra lia , a n d  fu n d ed  b y g ra in  
p rod u c er levies , a s  p a rt of G P A’s  rep resen ta tive  roles , p rovid ed  
m a n a g em e n t resou rc es to en su re  fa rm  b iosec u rity risk s  w ere  
u n d e rstood  a n d  th e rig h t p rotoc ols  follow ed .   

H e sa id  th ese resou rc es p rovid ed  tools  to g u id e th e  sa fe  m ovem e n t 
of p eop le , ve h ic les  a n d  eq u ip m en t th a t c a n  p oten tia lly c a rry n ew  
p ests  (in sec ts , d ise a ses or w e ed s) on to fa rm s.   



B u t th ese  resou rc es, su c h  a s  m a in ta in in g  a  vis itor re g ister to a ssist 
w ith  rec ord in g  a n d  tra c k in g  in  th e  e ven t of a  su sp ec te d  exotic  p est 
d etec tion  or p est resp on se, a re  fu tile , if th e  a c tivity is  ille g a l a n d  
u n k n ow n  b y th e p rop e rty m a n a g ers  a n d  fa rm  ow n e rs .   

“Th ese resou rc es a re  a lso vita lly im p orta n t for h elp in g  fa rm ers  a ssess  
th e level of b iosec u rity risk  a  vis itor m a y h a ve for th eir p rop erty a n d  
m a n y p eop le  d o th e rig h t th in g , su c h  a s  p rofession a l c on tra c tors  a n d  
w ork e rs ,” h e  sa id .   

“B u t it ’s  im p ossib le  to m ea su re  th e  b iosec u rity risk , su c h  a s  w h ere 
th e ve h ic le  or p e rson  h a s b e en  b eforeh a n d , a n d  p ossib ly even  
oversea s in  a n  F M D  c ou n try, if th e  risk -c rea tor is  tresp a ssin g  – b e it 
for sh ootin g  fa rm  a n im a ls  w ith  a  vid eo c a m era  or p est a n im a ls  w ith  a  
firea rm .   

“Th ese p oten tia lly d eva sta tin g  b iosec u rity th rea ts , w h ic h  w ou ld  h a ve  
u n told  soc ia l a n d  ec on om ic  c on seq u en c es for th e n a tion , m a y n ot 
even  b e  d e lib era te , or c on sc iou sly k n ow n  b y th e  c a rriers .   

“It  is  a  g rea t id ea  to h a ve a  b iosec u rity s ig n  a t th e  fron t g a te , w ith  
d eta ils  of w h o to c on ta c t b efore  en te rin g  th e  fa rm  a n d  g o th rou g h  
th e rig h t p rotoc ols  su c h  a s  fa rm  h yg ien e  or c om p letin g  a  log  b ook .   

B u t w h a t’s  th e p oin t if th ey d on ’t w a n t a n yon e  to k n ow  th ey’re  on  
th e fa rm  to sta rt  w ith ? ”   

B ein g  b iosec u re  h elp s m a in ta in  soc ia l lic e n c e w ith in  th e h u n tin g  
c om m u n ity, a s  th e y su p p ort fa rm e rs  to c on trol w ild  d og s a n d  oth e r 
p est a n im a ls . G P A  a n d  S S A A N a tion a l su p p ort th ese b iosec u rity 
sta n d a rd s a n d  soc ia l lic e n se ju d g em e n ts b ein g  a p p lie d  eq u a lly to 
th ose e n te rin g  fa rm s illeg a lly.  
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