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HOBBIES

*Statistics according to 2022 Membership Data and SSAA National Survey 2022 (responded by 4,887 members)

SSAA MEMBER PROFILE
A survey of our 218,000+ membership found:

>50%
OWN A 4WD

ENJOY FISHING

60%

LOVE TO GO CAMPING

64%

OWN A BOAT

34%

ARE AVID HIKERS

23%

25%
EARN OVER $95K

65%
ARE EMPLOYED

34%
ARE RETIRED

EMPLOYMENT

16%
TR ADES & CONSTRUCTION

20%
PROFESSIONAL

INCOME

3%
HEALTHCARE

6%
BUSINESS OWNERS

3%
AGRICULTURE

13%
19-30

3%
UNDER 18

AGE

19%
41-50

18%
31-40

16%
61-70

20%
51-60

9%
71-80

2%
81-90

11%
FEMALE

89%
MALE

GENDER

13%
EARN BET WEEN $71K TO $95K

25%
EARN UNDER $50K

16%
EARN BET WEEN $50K TO $71K

49%
FACEBOOK

DAILY SOCIAL 
MEDIA USAGE

17%
INSTAGR AM



Tom Kenyon 
CEO

E: ceo@ssaa.org.au       Ph: 0439 977 221     Post: PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 5061

PRINT DIGITAL PROMOTIONS

Monthly Australian Shooter 
magazine (print and digital)

Quarterly Australian Hunter 
magazine

Annual Australian & New 
Zealand Handgun magazine

Biannual SSAA’s Comprehensive 
Guide to Shooting & Hunting in 
Australia magazine

Our Enter to Win competition 
promotions in each magazine 
and intermittently via online 
publications or social media

The Australian Shooter and 
Australian Hunter Christmas 
Wishlist Annual Giveaway

The monthly Great Australian 
Outdoors promotion 
competition via social media

Monthly SSAA National 
E-newsletter

Quarterly Australian Hunter 
Magazine E-newsletter

Quarterly Great Australian 
Outdoors E-newsletter

ssaa.org.au

ssaagunsales.com

Biannual Secure Your Gun, 
Secure Your Sport brochure

Direct marketing within our 
SSAA membership card 
renewal and new member 
letters

TRUSTED & 
CONNECTED
+BRAND 
SUITABILITY
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Published both in print and digital, Australian Shooter 
is Australia’s most read shooting magazine by far. It is 
an entertaining and informative magazine for firearms 
enthusiasts, shooters and hunters. Published 11 
times a year from February to December, it has an 
impressive circulation of 218,000 per issue. 

Australian Shooter is the go-to publication for 
recreational hunters, casual and competitive target 
shooters, firearms collectors and professional 
shooters, as well as those who are employed in law 
enforcement agencies. 

The magazine includes regular political, technical 
and opinion columns, product reviews, shooting 
and hunting stories, competition news and our 
very popular Enter to Win competitions for SSAA 
members.

Action 
stations!
Marlin lever and Leupold 
Freedom combo 
impressed Chris Redlich

M ost modern firearms are 
based on designs enjoying 
decades of history and, for 
some, more than a century. 

Take for instance the model 1911 Pistol, 
which commenced manufacture in the year 
which gave it its name. Basic yet hailed as a 
breakthrough design of its time and, despite 
its age, still a platform which set the stan-
dard for so many pistols of today.

On top of that my son recently remarked 
on our RAAF’s Hornet fighter jets and was 
surprised when I told him their original 
airframe was a design which started in 
the same era we were driving HZ model 
Holdens! My point is that some designs 

are timeless and lever-action rifles fit that 
criteria. As levers have been with us as far 
back as the 1800s, they certainly don’t need 
any further introduction and adhering to 
heritage, Marlin’s 1895 lever model desig-
nation is a direct lineage of their original 
1895 patent.

From the basic blueprint of a sliding 
bolt connected by linkages to a falling 
lever, some makers have done it better 
than others and through the genera-
tions, US brand Marlin is by reputation up 
there with the best. Marlin hasn’t gone 
completely unscathed though and a few 
years back when it was a subsidiary to 
another company, its name was blemished 

somewhat, thanks to poor tooling and 
manufacture.

Thankfully this setback was short-lived 
and it did restore its reputation with the old 
manufacturer before changing hands once 
more. Now owned by Ruger it’s forging 
ahead again and with precision manufac-
ture and quality control, doing its best to 
re-establish itself as a highly regarded brand.

My first experience with Marlin’s new 
lever rifles was at last year’s Nioa confer-
ence where, at their indoor range, I was 
able to test an SBL in .45-70 Government 
for the first time. Having never fired the 
rifle before and feeling the pressure of a 
very observant and learned audience, I was 

surprised to discover its accuracy off the 
shoulder and, with that in mind, was more 
than keen to accept an invitation to review.

The Marlin SBL rifle
Months passed before it was my turn to 
get up close with the rifle and I didn’t 
waste any time familiarising myself. What’s 
noticeable at first glance is how Marlin 
has taken a historic design and thrust it 
into the modern arena. Although not a 
new design to Marlin, gone is the sleek, 
non-existent pistol grip of yesteryear’s 
lever, replaced with a modern and more 
vertical grip which reflects shotgun design, 
promoting responsive and accurate offhand 

targeting without affecting the function of a 
smooth lever action.

SBL is an acronym for Stainless Big 
Loop and although there’s an attraction to 
the deep bluing of the traditional ‘lever’, 
Marlin’s SBL is designed as an all-weather 
field rifle that’s more about practicality 
than looks. The stock is ambidextrous 
and designed to suit left and right-handed 
shooters. Both the fore wood and butt 
stock are laminated timber, enhancing 
durability further and, honestly, I don’t 
mind the combination of stainless-steel 
components matched to grey laminate 
wood. Fine cut chequering with the inclu-
sion of a diamond inlay on the pistol grip 

adds to the appeal but more importantly 
overall, adds grip to the wood surfaces.

The 19" (482mm) hammer-forged barrel 
is one hell of a big tube, though not unex-
pected considering the large chambering of 
.45-70 Govt cartridge. The barrel’s twist of 
one turn in 20" is the perfect rate for stabi-
lising ‘game-stopping’ 300-grain projectiles 
accurately off the shoulder and on target. 
At 3.5kg (fully loaded and unscoped) the 
Marlin’s not light. Its weight, however, is 
offset by a well-balanced compact 950mm 
overall length and the heft of the SBL 
proved perfect for taming recoil, as I later 
discovered during field testing. A subtle but 
handy inclusion is a barrel thread cap which 

Long Picatinny rail provides 
ample positioning for optics.
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Kyle Andrews road tests 
a winning combination

I had been looking forward to putting 
this trio through their paces for some 
time and my chance came on a large 
farming property in the far east of South 

Australia, comprising a mix of sandhills, 
remnant mallee scrub and low-lying crop-
ping ground. The location provided the 
opportunity to hunt foxes, feral cats and a 
seemingly endless parade of rabbits during 
my two visits, as well as the space needed 
for the rifle to stretch its legs a little further.

The straight-pull bolt-action in 6.5 
Creedmoor with thermal scope and bipod 
included in this well-balanced package from 
Nioa, all represented first-time experiences 
for me and each had quite a bit of hype to 
live up to.

Savage Impulse Predator
Three lots of ammo were provided in 
Remington Core-Lokt tipped 129-grain, 
Federal Premium 130gr Berger Match 
and Federal Varmint 95gr Hornady 
V-Max. Although I didn’t shoot a series of 
targets with groups, suffice to say they all 
performed well and are capable of grouping 
inside 20mm at 100m depending on your 
skill level.

The Federal Premium actually produced 
an 11mm group at 100m courtesy of those 
Berger Match Projectiles. At 400m they 
maintained 0.75 MOA accuracy with the 
Core-Lokt not far behind, all in spite of a 
noteworthy crosswind and my deliberately 

low-effort approach. In my opinion, accu-
racy is superior to requirements for a 
hunting rifle and it did this straight out the 
box, with no ‘accurising’ to speak of.

As expected from this calibre the ballis-
tics are also impressive, making it ideal 
for hunting at night where distances are 
difficult to judge through a thermal scope’s 
digital display. A 95gr varmint projec-
tile shooting effectively flat out to 250m 
removes quite a bit of estimation in this 
instance. Having a one-piece Picatinny rail 
machined into the receiver with built-in 20 
MOA offset, the Savage is also capable of 
the much longer range hunting or target 
shooting this calibre can support.

Initially the straight-pull bolt was stiff 
and required some force to operate. But 
with the application of some gun grease 
and as I fired more and more shots, it 
quickly started to become slick and lost the 
scratchiness of brand new kit. When closed, 
the straight-pull bolt is secured by ball 
bearings being forced outwards by internal 
springs which engage with the final push 
forward of the bolt handle.

Compared to the camming action of a 
traditional bolt rifle, I did find this mecha-
nism difficult to load in silence and am 
certain I spooked at least one fox with the 
telltale sound of closing the action. It’s 
perhaps more suited to remaining stationary 
and ready to fire with the safety catch 
engaged. On opening, a release at the rear 

TRIPLE 
TREAT

SAVAGE IMPULSE PREDATOR 
IN 6.5 CREEDMOOR

iAIMING iA-612 GAMECHANGER 
THERMAL SCOPE

SPARTAN JAVELIN 
LITE BIPOD
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The full package, an extremely 
well-balanced combination. 

AUSTRALIAN SHOOTER IS OUR 
COUNTRY’S FURTHEST REACHING 
FIREARMS MAGAZINE WITH A 
COMBINED READERSHIP OF  
MORE THAN 250,000 PER MONTH.

A fter the blade, the haft or handle 
is the other major component of a 
knife. Apart from giving the user 
something to safely hang on to, 

the handle also provides a means of guiding 
the knife and in doing so, turns what would 
otherwise be a pointy piece of metal with 
at least one sharp edge, into a useful tool 
which can be manipulated to do all sorts of 
amazing work.

Like the blades they work with, some 
handles are simple in construction while 
others can become quite complex works 
of art, though either way their usefulness 
is defined by how they’re married to the 
blade. Regardless of the materials they use, 
knife handles can be classified as one of 
three types – full-tang, partial or half-tang 
and through-tang. Each has its merits and 
drawbacks, supporters and critics but for 
most people I really don’t think it makes 
much difference so long as the knife is 
performing the tasks being asked of it.

Full-tang knives
As the name would imply, the blade and the 
tang, that part of the knife around which 
a handle is constructed, are made from a 
single piece of metal with the tang running 
the full length of the handle. Some knives 
don’t have any other materials attached to 
the tang, relying on the metal to provide 
sufficient grip to the user’s hand. While 
there may be sound practical or ideological 
reasons for that, such knives are the excep-
tion rather than the rule, as all the rest 
provide something to hang on to.

A length of synthetic cord or piece of 

G E T T I N G

O N  T H I N G S
a handle
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John Dunn on the importance 
of a good grip

leather thong wrapped round the tang will 
provide a better grip than the bare tang, 
though most knives have handles which are 
much more substantial and comfortable to 
use. In a sign of the times we live in, it’s 
not uncommon to see handles made from 
different synthetic materials, the plasticised 
handles found on butchers knife rolls being 
a good example. Other materials include 
G10, Micarta and even stabilised wood - 
resin-impregnated wood which looks and 
feels like the real deal but is much more 
stable under the most adverse conditions.

For dinosaurs like me the best handle 
materials are natural such as native 
timbers, antler, horn and bone. For those 
in search of something different, materials 
such as fossilized mammoth teeth and ivory 
is legally available when you look in the 
right places, though given their relative 
rarity it almost goes without saying their 
use will increase the cost of the knife.

The individual pieces of material used 
on either side of a tang are known as scales 
and are attached using rivets, pins, bolts and 
industrial grade epoxy glues (or a combina-
tion thereof). Cutlers rivets are still used 
by some makers and, commonly found on 
old butchers’ knives, rivets have histori-
cally done a great job without the help of 
any glues. Given that wooden handles may 
shrink away from the rivets over time, a lot 
of old knives with rivets consequently have 
loose handles which sometimes can be tight-
ened, sometimes not. I believe Cutlers rivets 
are still available and while I know how they 
work I must admit I’ve never used them as 
there are easier ways to attach handles.
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From left: Finnish-made puukko knife with through-tang handle by Marttini; Partial-tang with glued 
and pinned handles; Partial-tang by John with pinned and glued tang; Three full-tang knives by Steve 
Sunk, Green River and John; Partial-tang with glued and pinned handles; Partial-tang knife by Rob 
Podesta with glued tang; Knife from US with a pair of Cutlers rivets securing the handle and tang.
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The official publication of the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia
ssaa.org.auProudly printed in Australia

The latest CZ 600 Alpha in .308 Win breaks new ground

Shooter 
Merry Christmas to SSAA members and readers

WIN

December 2023 
   $8.95 incl. GST

SKY’S THE LIMIT
Pulsar day-night scope lets you hunt 24/7

The Speedtracker 
Mach 4 Radar 
chronograph 
worth $1149

AUSTRALIAN

T H E  M A G A Z I N E  F O R  S P O R T I N G S H O O T E R S

The official publication of the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia
ssaa.org.auProudly printed in Australia

Do it yourself: A beginner’s guide to reloading

Shooter 
April 2024  

 $8.95 incl. GSTAUSTRALIAN

WE TAKE A LOOK AT SOME OF THE GOODIES ON DISPLAY AT SHOT SHOW 2024

UP FOR THE
Passing the test  of  the feral  pest

CHALLENGE

SPOTLIGHT
ON FIRST NEW 

WEATHERBY RIFLE 
IN 50 YEARS

The official publication of the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia
ssaa.org.auProudly printed in Australia

Benchrest Hall of Fame has a new member

HALO’S ENTRY-LEVEL RANGEFINDER WON’T BREAK THE BANK

Shooter 
T H E  M A G A Z I N E  F O R  S P O R T I N G S H O O T E R S

TH REE-WAY C O M B O

TRI-UMPHANT

a class act

WINWINP ROM OTION BY TSA OU TDOORS .  T&C AP P LY.  DE TAI LS  ON PAGE  5

A C H I A P PA L E V E R  AC T I O N  . 2 2 !

AUSTRALIAN July 2024  
 $8.95 incl. GST
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My first impres-
sions of the Burris 
BTS35 V2 thermal 
scope as I lifted 

it from the box was that it 
certainly looked and felt rugged 
in design. In the hand with 
mounting system and batteries 
installed, it weighed around 940 
grams and an American Defense 
quick-detach Picatinny mount is 
included, which saves you a few 
hundred dollars. This also means 
flexibility to easily switch your 
scope from one firearm to another 
and maintain reasonable zero 
while doing so.

Ergonomically, everything 
you need is comfortably in reach 
and there are only three function 
controls - the power button, menu 
button and rotary knob. Once the 
device is on the power button also 
controls shutter calibration, the 
menu button is pressed to display 
options and you make the selections 
you want by turning the rotary knob. 
When not in menu function this knob 
decreases and increases digital zoom.

The features and specifications of 
the BTS35 V2 are impressive for a 
thermal scope at this price point, with 
a 35mm F1.0 lens that provides clear 
images on a 1024 x 768 OLED display. 
For the tech-minded, it comes with a 
400 x 300 VOx thermal sensor offering 

Hot 
property

Burris thermal scope no budget-buster,  
says Matthew Godson

a reasonable ≤50 mK NETD, a pixel pitch 
of 12 microns and 50Hz refresh rate. With 
these specifications the scope produces 
thermal images that’ll remain relatively 
sharp during movement when tracking 
targets and detecting temperature differ-
ences at longer ranges. It offers a generous 
and wide field of view of 7.8° x 5.9° and 
claimed detection distance of 1000m for a 
deer-sized animal.

With a base magnification of 3.2x 
expanding to 12.7x with 1-4x digital zoom, 
the scope will handle most shooting situa-
tions at short to medium range and offers 
five colour palettes including white hot, 
black hot, red hot, green hot and blue hot. 
It has picture-in-picture (PIP) mode which 
gives the user an option to position the PIP 
window in the upper left, middle or right 
of the display. There’s also auto stand-by, 
auto power off and energy-saving modes. 
Stand-by can be set to off, five, 10 or 15 
minutes and auto power to off, five, 30 or 60 
minutes with these features helping maxi-
mise battery life in the field.

The BTS35 V2 has 10 reticle options 
and you can adjust the colour of those and 
illumination to suit your needs, the choice 
of reticle base colours including red, green, 
blue, black, white and yellow. Users can 
select a centre or cross-dot illumination 
point that’s separate from the base reticle 
and that centre dot or cross colour can also 
be changed to any of the above colours.

The scope offers a stadiametric range-
finder to estimate distance with four stadia 

target options available as a reference 
being rabbit, coyote, hog and deer. The 
way this function works is you align the 
lower horizontal line with the bottom of the 
target, then use the rotary knob to change 
the width between the upper and lower 
horizontal lines until the upper is aligned 
with the top of the target. The scope will 
then automatically calculate and display an 
estimated distance based on the size of the 
reference animal.

The scope comes with an internal 
18650 battery and a second replaceable 
one for five-plus hours of runtime. That 
extra battery allows the flexibility of 
having spares to hot-swap during activi-
ties to extend your runtime in the field, 
while connecting to a power source via 
the USB cable enables live charging of 
the internal battery. Real-time video 
streaming and photo capture is available on 
the BurrisConnect app and as the device 
doesn’t have memory, all recorded activities 
need to be stored that way. This also allows 
you to make changes to device settings so 
you can adjust palette colour, operate the 
stadiametric rangefinder, tweak contrast, 
hotspot tracking, PIP and more.

The first job with any new scope is to 
set up zero and the BTS35 V2 has a set 
minimum 50m zeroing distance value so 
that’s where you start. Depending on the 
size of your target you may need to fire a 
few shots at short distances to make sure 
point of aim (POA) and point of impact 
(POI) are both ‘on paper’ so to speak. This 
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Horses in the paddock at 100m in 
‘white hot’, ‘green hot’ and ‘blue hot’.
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DIGITAL

In October 2023, we launched Australian Shooter 
digital and have been steadily growing its readership, 
as SSAA members enjoy reading their Shooter mag on 
any device that suits them. 

Our advertisers have enjoyed being able to reach 
our vast membership on a whole new level, directing 
them where they want them with links from their ad 
campaign to their website and socials.  

Engagement data can be generated for advertisers 
who want the benefit of insight into reader behaviour, 
giving indicative sampling of what our more than 
250,000 readers do while reading our magazine. If 
you wish to maximise the potential of your digital 
advertisement, we will work through your options 
when you book.

Advertisers booked into the print format of Australian 
Shooter will automatically have their ads placed in the 
digital version of the magazine at no extra cost. 
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RATES

SIZE	 CASUAL	 6X	 11X	 MTD

DOUBLE PAGE	 $9945	 $6112	 $4515	 $3690

FULL PAGE	 $6630 	 $4075 	 $3010 	 $2460 

HALF PAGE	 $4780 	 $3150 	 $1900 	 $1265 

THIRD PAGE	 $3510 	 $2260	 $1360 	 $950

QUARTER PAGE	 $3420 	 $2030 	 $1205 	 $770

COLUMN	 $77 per cm

COVER PAGES

INSIDE FRONT COVER 	 $5875 
AND PAGE 3 
Of fered only as a double page		

INSIDE BACK COVER	 $2915

OUTSIDE BACK COVER	 $4070

THE POWER 
IS IN THE 
NUMBERS. 
MORE THAN 
250,000 
INTERESTED 
READERS 
EVERY ISSUE.

The Multiple Title Discount (MTD) 
is a premium package of fered to all 
adver tisers who regularly adver tise in 
Australian Shooter and our additional 
publications. The package includes 
a minumum of 11 ads in Australian 
Shooter (1 or more per issue) plus a 
combination of four or more ads in 
our other publications.

The MTD rate is only of fered for adverts quarter page or larger. Adverts must be at least the 
same size as the adverts placed in Australian Shooter. All book ings must be made at the same 
time, in advance, for the entire year. We do not accept cancellations for book ings on the MTD. 

Australian Shooter x 11 
+ 
Australian Hunter 
Australian & NZ Handgun 
Comprehensive Guide 
Great Australian Outdoors

MTD

8



TECHNICAL  
INFORMATION

ISSUE

FEBRUARY

AUSTRALIAN SHOOTER  
AD DEADLINES + SPECIFICATIONS

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

BOOKING 
DEADLINE

ARTWORK 
DEADLINE

RELEASE 
DATE

NOV 8

JAN 9

FEB 10

MAR 11

APR 9

MAY 8

JUN 5

JUL 7

AUG 8

SEP 8

OCT 8

DEC 16

FEB 3

MAR 3

MAR 31

APR 28

JUN 2

JUN 30

JUL 28

SEP 1

SEP 29

NOV 3

FEB 3

MAR 3

APR 3

MAY 1

JUN 2

JUL 3

AUG 4

SEP 1

OCT 2

NOV 3

DEC 1

DOUBLE PAGE FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE THIRD PAGE QTR PAGE

FILE SUPPLY

W 410 x H 270mm
+BLEED: 5mm on al l s ides

W 205 x H 270mm
+BLEED: 5mm on al l s ides

W 184 x H 115mm
NO BLEED AT ALL

W 184 x H 79mm
NO BLEED AT ALL

W 184 x H 57mm
NO BLEED AT ALL

COLOUR: 	 CMYK
FILE: 	 300dpi PDF
MARKS: 	 No Printer 		
	 Marks required
BLEED: 	 Use document 	
	 bleed settings

Supply adverts by artwork deadline 
and standby for the all-clear from 
our art department. Make sure to 
check logos for RGB and that any 
black text or solid black backgrounds 
are not “registration” but supplied as 
100% K, where: C = 0, M = 0, Y= 
0 and K = 100. When saving PDF 
from Photoshop, ensure artwork is 
flattened and ‘Preserve Photoshop 
Editing Capabilities’ is unticked.
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AUSTRALIAN HUNTER IS AUSTRALIA’S 
FAVOURITE HUNTING MAGAZINE!

11

Australian Hunter is the go-to magazine for hunters across the 
country. With a circulation of 32,000 readers per issue, your 
advertisement reaches hunters of all persuasions. 

You’ll find those hunting for game meat, trophies, conservation 
management or a mix of these eagerly turning the pages for new 
and exciting gear, not just for hunting, but general outdoor use. 
From shooting equipment through to knives, survival products, 
the plethora of items for the bush and camping, clothing, 
cooking, footwear and much more, we cover it. 

Our writers have endless experience hunting in the diverse 
Australian landscapes using a plethora of equipment along the 
way. Their skill base and advice are soaked up intently and 
used as an ongoing source for knowledge. Anything featured 
in this publication, including reviews, advertisements and 
prizes, go straight to the top of many wishlists. Whether for in 
the bush, getting to and from it, or even when back at home, 
your product undoubtedly receives a captivated audience with 
Australian Hunter magazine. 

Beyond the printed magazine, we offer year-round promotional 
opportunities via our social media platforms and SSAA website. 
Let’s join the hunt together!



TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
+RATES

ISSUE

HUNTER 92

AUSTRALIAN HUNTER  
AD DEADLINES + SPECIFICATIONS

BOOKING 
DEADLINE

ARTWORK 
DEADLINE

RELEASE 
DATE

JAN 10

APR 9

JUL 7

OCT 7

FEB 3

APR 28

MAR 3

OCT 30

MAR 3

JUN 2

SEP 1

DEC 1

DOUBLE PAGE FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE THIRD PAGE QTR PAGE

FILE SUPPLY

W 406 x H 270mm
+BLEED: 5mm on al l s ides

W 203 x H 270mm
+BLEED: 5mm on al l s ides

W 177 x H 115mm
NO BLEED AT ALL

W 177 x H 79mm
NO BLEED AT ALL

W 177 x H 57mm
NO BLEED AT ALL

COLOUR: 	 CMYK
FILE: 	 300dpi PDF
MARKS: 	 No Printer 		
	 Marks required
BLEED: 	 Use document 	
	 bleed settings

Supply adverts by artwork deadline 
and standby for the all-clear from 
our art department. Make sure to 
check logos for RGB and that any 
black text or solid black backgrounds 
are not “registration” but supplied as 
100% K, where: C = 0, M = 0, Y= 
0 and K = 100. When saving PDF 
from Photoshop, ensure artwork is 
flattened and ‘Preserve Photoshop 
Editing Capabilities’ is unticked.

HUNTER 93

HUNTER 94

HUNTER 95

SIZE

DOUBLE PAGE	 $3850

FULL PAGE	 $1925

HALF PAGE	 $1105

THIRD PAGE	 $855

QUARTER PAGE	 $450

COVER PAGES

INSIDE FRONT COVER 	 $3955 
AND PAGE 3 Of fered only  
as a double page	

INSIDE BACK COVER	 $2210

OUTSIDE BACK COVER	 $2535

RATES

12

Enquire about our Multi Title Discount premium package (pg 8)
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Handgun

HANDGUN
AUSTRALIAN & NEW ZEAL AND



Intended to create a better environment and community 
understanding of all forms of handgun shooting, Australian & New 
Zealand Handgun caters to revolver and pistol shooters, as well 
as professional shooters and those employed in law enforcement 
agencies.

Published annually with a circulation of approximately 20,000 per 
issue, the Handgun readership enjoys Target (accuracy, technical 
and reloading information), Reviews (firearms and products), 
historical stories and the popular Handgunners World.

THE MAGAZINE  
MADE BY  
HANDGUN  
ENTHUSIASTS  
FOR HANDGUN 
ENTHUSIASTS. 
IT REALLY 
DOESN’T GET 
MORE NICHE.

83

It’s a common saying, “revolvers are 
obsolete.” Really? Nothing could be further 
from the truth as the demand for revolvers 
is strong, as manufacturers know and even 

more surprisingly, they continue to introduce 
new models.

The revolver was invented back in the mid-
1800s, though an earlier model, the 1780 Sharps 
Pepperbox, has been credited as the first revolver. 
However, there is little argument that Samuel 
Colt was accountable for the popularity of the 
revolver. His Colt Walker revolver saw daylight in 
1847 in calibre .44" and it was responsible for the 
wide following that the revolver has. There were 
others like the LeMat, Adams and the Beaumont-
Adams - arguably the first double-action revolver 
- in 1855.

Dick Eussen

Some 2000 Beaumont-Adams revolvers were 
used by the British in the Crimean War. The Colt 
and Adams revolvers were loaded with powder 
and ball. The powder charge was prepared in a 
paper cartridge. But about this time the metallic 
cartridge also made its appearance. Revolvers that 
fired the Lefaucheux pinfire cartridge were made 
on the European continent in the early 1950s. It 
was up to Flobert, of Paris, to add a percussion 
cap to the cartridge.

Both Colonel Hiram Berdan and Colonel 
Edward Mounier Boxer are credited for 
introducing the modern primer that made self-
contained shells possible, but the realities are 
that they just improved on the percussion cap by 
placing it inside the shell instead of on the gun.

Smith & Wesson ran with the Houllier rimfire 

cartridge for its revolvers at a time when the first 
centrefire cartridges were being introduced for 
rifles and shotguns. At the time, S&W were the 
leading revolver makers but that all changed when 
Colt took the domestic lead as S&W were busy 
churning out an order of 215,000 revolvers for 
the Russian Army   the Top-break .44 Russian   
and ignored its domestic market.

Modern days
Those were the days, but in principle the 
revolver system has not changed much though 
calibres, steels and engineering techniques have. 
Revolvers were used by armies and police 
forces worldwide, but nowadays few armies 
and enforcement agencies have much use for 
a six-shot revolver when a 9mm Glock self-

loading pistol offers over 
twice the firepower. Still, 
revolvers continue to be 
popular and are used by many 
target shooters and are the 
preferred choice for handgun 
hunting.

You can pick from a 
single-action or double-action 
that will give you the ability 
of rapid fire, though most 
revolver shooters I know use 
their double-action revolvers 
in single-action mode by 
cocking the hammer for each 
shot as it is far more accurate 
than pulling the weighty 
trigger back in double-action mode. But having 
said that, some shooters perform well in double-
action events.

There are many choices that vary from 
lightweight .22 calibre to .500 S&W and even 
larger calibre purpose-revolvers. Revolvers are 
made in different sizes that shift from defence and 
protection - as is practised in the US and some 
other countries   to purpose target and hunting 
wheel guns that cost a fortune. There is a vast 
array of calibres, but for most of us the .38 Special 
and the .357 Magnum remain favourites.

However, for pure target use it’s hard to 
overlook the .32 S&W calibre and the TOZ 
39 and 46 models (if you can find one). On the 
other hand, hunters prefer the .44 Magnum, .456 
Casull, .460 and .500 S&W, and the well-heeled a 
.30-30 Win or even a .45-70 Magnum Research 
(BRF) hand cannon. While somewhat limited in 
bullet capacity, only holding five rounds, the hitting 
power of one of these rounds is all that a good 
shot needs. 

While the standard capacity is six rounds, 
some .22 models hold 10 with various centrefire 
models holding seven and even eight rounds. The 
popular S&W Model 627 carries eight shots, as 
does the new Ruger, and there are also others.

Accessories
You have a vast choice of barrel lengths from 
50cm to the 600mm Ruger Buntline, though 
in this country we are restricted to a minimum 

100mm barrel, though there 
are no barrel barriers beyond 
that. Hunters have been 
scoping their revolvers for 
as long as I can remember, 
but we now have a choice of 
red-dot sights and laser sights 
like those from the S&W 
Performance Centre.

There are heaps of gear 
choices - holsters and custom 
stocks from the Bianchi, 
Blade-Tech, Safariland, 
Hogue and the VZ Grips 
stables and others, with many 
of these US-made products 
available from most good 

gunstores. The same goes for competitive gear, 
moon clips, speed loaders, and more. It’s simple 
to install custom target sights that require no 
expensive gunsmith.

The revolver will fit any hand if the grip suits 
it but with the choice available it’s easy to swap 
the grips for something that is best suited for 
you. Grips come in traditional timber, rubber and 
synthetic and in square or rounded butts. Square 
grips offer a more positive feel especially on 
magnum handguns, but some shooters prefer a 
round grip. Single-action revolvers like those from 
Ruger are all fitted with traditional ‘cowboy’ grips, 
which are similar to the earlier model Colts and 
Smith & Wesson revolvers that ‘won the West.’  

Exacting hybrid copies of the Remington 
New Army Model, .44 Russian, Schofield, Colt 
Peacemaker, LeMat and several others are 
manufactured by Cimarron, Pietta, Dixie Gun 
Works, Uberti, Heritage Manufacturing, and 
Navy Arms. In appearance they are like original 
copies of single- and double-action Colt and 
S&W revolvers and available in black powder 
and centrefire calibres. All are popular and very 
shootable. Surprisingly, their hog leg grips are 
comfortable to shoot, even with full power loads. 

Of note is that most Western movies mostly 
show Colt revolvers used by gunslingers, but 
one of the most popular period revolver was the 
S&W .45 Schofield, a break-open action that is 
similar to the .44 Russian. It was carried by many 
notable ‘baddies’ like the James Gang and by 

legends like General Custer and Bill Cody. The 
US Army used them in the Indian Wars because 
a mounted soldier could load it in less than 30 
seconds at full gallop. It was favoured over the 
Army’s standard issue, the Colt 1873 model. 
Copies are made by Uberti and others.

Operation
Using a revolver is to most new shooters easier 
and simpler than learning to shoot a self-loader 
properly and safely. It’s easy to see if the revolver 
is loaded by dropping the cylinder out of a 
double-action or opening the loading gate of a 
single-action for a visual inspection and spinning 
the cylinder. The same applies to see if it is 
cocked. If the hammer is pulled back, it’s cocked, 
unless it’s a hammerless model from Ruger, S&W 
or Taurus who make them.

Operation of the double-action revolver is 
simple - depress a stud on the receiver and the 
cylinder drops out from the frame for reloading. 
You use one hand to hold the gun and the other 
to push the bullets into the cylinder. When done, 
it is pushed back into the frame, the hammer 
is cocked and you are ready to fire. Empty and 
loaded shells can be removed from the cylinder 
any time by pushing the ejection rod in. 

There are other methods of reloading the 
cylinder, such as holding the barrel down and 
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Enduring appeal keeps revolvers

The S&W .38 Special 
was once one of the 

most widely used 
military revolvers.

The massive double-action Smith & Wesson .460 
Magnum is a handful for most shooters. While a 
purpose hunting revolver, it is also used in steel target 
shooting. It holds only five rounds, more than enough 
for most dangerous game.

Samuel Colt invented the Colt revolver, 
which had a huge following worldwide 
and still does.

I n my opinion, there were two handgun 
designs that eventually led up to the 
phenomenal success that Sturm, Ruger & 
Company, Inc. enjoys today. The first of 

those was the Standard Model self-loading .22LR, 
which was the initial firearm Ruger delivered and 
remains in production. And the second of those is 
the topic of this review – the single-action revolver 
called the Blackhawk Model. 

The Blackhawk was introduced in 1955 in an 
effort to essentially fill the gap developed when 
Colt ended the assembly of its single-action 
Army revolvers. Wild-west cowboy movies 
and television shows resulted in many shooters 
dreaming of owning one of these archaic 
wonders of shooting history. 

But those actual antique Colts quickly became 
scarce and when found they were expensive to 
purchase. Ruger recognised this as a potential 
new market when, in 1955, it brought out its 
Blackhawk Single Six 22LR and then followed 
quickly afterwards offering a variety of centrefire 
Blackhawks. 

In all honesty, the Ruger Blackhawks included 
many improvements and advantages over those 
earlier models. Its overall design and techniques 
worked well to make it as popular as it is today 
with shooters. 

One of the most important of those 
developments is Ruger’s use of coil springs 
rather than the earlier favoured leaf type 
springs that were used on the Colts and other 

In this case it was sent back to the Ruger factory 
for the conversion. Upon return Ruger included 
all of the original parts that had been replaced. 
Having those parts goes a long way to protect the 
collectable value of such a gun. Ironically, while 
conducting some background research on Ruger, 
I found several ads offering for sale the original 
parts needed to return a Ruger 3-Screw era 
model back to its original factory-built condition.

Firing .38 Special ammo in a .357 Magnum
One of the great things about the .357 Magnum 
revolvers is the fact you can shoot .38 Special 
cartridges with no need for any adjustments or 
modifications. The advantage in doing so is less 
felt recoil and frequently less costly ammunition. 
While the .357 certainly doesn’t produce the 
felt recoil that some of the other larger calibres 
do, long shooting sessions may start to wear on 
your nerves. 

That is where the considerably less 
recoil produced by the .38 Special could be 
appreciated. The only downside I am aware of 
shooting the shorter .38 ammo is a slight risk 
of the bullet shaving upon firing as it enters the 
actual barrel, but I have never viewed this as 
a significant issue. Nevertheless, it is always a 
good idea to wear safety glasses, including the 
shooting of .38 Special ammo in a handgun 
chambered for .357 Magnum.

On the range
As I frequently do, I took out my Lyman trigger 
pull gauge to check the weight of the trigger pull 
and found it to be fairly typical of most single-
action revolvers. 

The 5-pull average measured 3.95lb 15oz 
(1.79kg) with an 11oz spread between the lowest 
measured pull and the highest. While I found that 
weight a tad heavier than I personally prefer, I 
believe most shooters would deem it acceptable. 

Eventually I headed back to my private shooting 
range to see how the Blackhawk would perform on 
paper targets. I began by shooting Hornady Critical 
Defense .38 Special factory loads, which had 
been prepared at the factory with fairly lightweight 
110-grain FTX (Flex Tip Expanding) bullets. These 
cartridges were said to produce a muzzle velocity of 
1010fps and I thought the recoil was quite pleasant. 
After a few hours of shooting on my 25-foot range 
I found the six-shot groups ranged from as small 
as 4.5cm (1¾") up to 14cm (5½") and when the 
entire shooting session was averaged together they 
came in at a respectable 7.8cm (3.1") size.

Eventually I changed to the more powerful 
Federal factory .357 Magnum ammo loaded 
with 158-grain jacketed hollow-point bullets with 
a published muzzle velocity of 1240fps. This 
larger bullet and somewhat higher velocity were 
quite noticeable when it came to felt recoil, but 
it wasn’t necessarily uncomfortable. Its groups 
ranged from a low of 6.4cm (2½") up to a high of 
11.8cm (4-5/8") and averaged 7.7cm (3.04"). 

The accuracy of both loads was close to 
the same. I personally considered this level to 
be good and on par with my own abilities or, 
possibly better said, ‘my inabilities’ for accurate 
shot placement with any handgun. 

As I frequently say, if the gun I am shooting has 
a barrel much shorter than my arm, don’t be too 
critical of my performance. However, I am quite 
sure in the hands of an avid handgun competitive 
shooter those groups could have been squeezed 
down substantially. 

I did find a major difference in the recoil 
between these two cartridges. Part of that could 
be attributed to the considerably heavier weight 
bullet in the .357 loads, but the recoil between 
these two cartridges will always be noticeable no 
matter what weight bullets you are shooting. 

The way I see it
Overall, this Blackhawk functioned perfectly 
throughout the live-fire testing. Its cylinder moved 
smoothly from shot to shot. The trigger, while just 
a bit heavier than I normally prefer for a single-
action handgun, was smooth and seemed to be 
fairly consistent. 

I do like the smaller frame and grip size of 
this pre-73 3-Screw model and its overall 
appearance, which aligns more closely with the 
historic revolvers.

It would be great to own an original Colt 
Single-Action Army revolver, but because those 
guns are hard to locate and costly when found, a 

Blackhawk
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handguns. Over the years coil springs have 
proved to be more reliable, longer lasting and 
durable than the leaf springs. As time went on 
a few modifications to the Blackhawk design 
became necessary, but an overall desire to 
maintain an appearance indicative of the older 
cowboy style revolvers was maintained.  

Initially the company grip and frame size were 
similar to that of the older Colt, but in 1962 the 
grip design was changed. Some shooters 
embraced that alteration while others 
preferred the original format. Then in 
1973 as larger calibre handguns became more 
popular Ruger increased the size of the frame 
for all of its Blackhawk handguns. But while this 
larger frame size was frequently looked upon as 
necessary when it came to the larger magnum 
calibres like the .44 Magnum, the original 1955 
version Blackhawk frame was perfectly adequate 
for cartridges like the .38 Special and .357 
Magnum. But alas, for ease of production and 
cost effectiveness, Ruger chose to utilise the same 
frame size for all of its Blackhawk models.

With concerns over potential accidental 
discharges, in 1973 Ruger issued a safety recall 
notice on its Blackhawk revolvers, suggesting 
those owners return their handguns to be 
updated and modified. This resulted in those 
revolvers having been made prior to 1973 
becoming known as the 3-Screw Rugers. This 
review is on one of those models having gone 
through Ruger’s recall and update. 

model revolver
remains a desirable item

Specifications
Manufacturer: Sturm, Ruger & 
Company, Inc
Model: Blackhawk (converted early 
3-Screw model)
Calibre: .357 Magnum
Weight: 1.16kg (2lb 9oz)
Sights: Iron sights (adjustable rear and 
non-adjustable ramp in front)
Action: Single-action revolver
Barrel: 16.5cm (6½")
Stock: Non-chequered walnut
Chamber Capacity: 6 cartridges or 5 
cartridges for safety
Price: Pre-73 model only available on 
the used market

The review Pre-73 Ruger Blackhawk closely 
resembled the earlier Colt Single-Action 

Army as well as other revolvers of that era. 

The rear sight on the Blackhawk is the typical 
notched style, but in this case is fully adjustable. 

One of the Blackhawk’s major improvements from 
the historic single-action revolvers is the use of the 

more reliable and longer lasting coil springs over 
that of the inferior leaf style variation. 
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Like many older pistol shooters, I still 
prefer iron sights over reflex red dot 
sights on my handguns, unlike younger 
shooters who have taken red dots 

sights to heart since they first appeared a few 
years back. I don’t favour one over the other as 
both serve me well, though I disagree with some 
shooters who think that red dots should not be 
allowed in target competitions. They should be, as 
it’s a natural transition and evolution of shooting.

However, my own ongoing use of iron sights 
is more to do with the lack of familiarity because I 
have not embraced the total concept of red dots 
and juggle my shooting between them and my 
trusted and familiar iron sights. 

It takes a committed transition training schedule 
to become confident with the fundamentals of 
marksmanship when switching from iron to optic. 
I shoot well with dots but find myself unable to 
forsake iron sights because I grew up with them. 
The other problem is that it’s impossible to mount 
one on some of my guns, or it is too expensive.

The transition from traditional sights to reflex 
red dots is an evolutionary process and like scope 
sights on rifles, it’s a good thing if it makes you 
shoot better. Currently I only have one red dot 
on a revolver, a .357 Magnum Ruger 100SP. 
Others have iron sights that I trust and can use 
well enough to place 60-odd shots in the black on 
a standard 25m target on a good day, and even 
on bad days I average 96 per cent, the same as 
with the red dot mounted revolver.

My point is that if you wish to become adept 
with red dots you must understand that there is 
some learning and adaption involved to match 
the wavering dot in the tube onto the target if 
you shoot with the weak eye closed. It is difficult 
to instantly find the dot when the eye has had a 
lifetime of iron sight experiences. Shooters who 
have always shot with both eyes open find the 
transition easy.

Red dot sights are an amazing improvement 
over the standard and time-worn iron sights, 
especially when it comes to rapid target 
acquisition needed in some matches and IPSC 
shooting, where optics rule. They have also 
proved to be reliable, but as in all things you get 
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not

what you pay for, and quality models are best 
judged on what they cost.

The advantage of a red dot over iron sights is 
that everything is on a one-focus plane, meaning 
that there is no need to line the rear sight up, 
unlike iron sights where the front sight must lock 
onto the target with the rear sight and the target 
slightly out of focus because it’s beyond the eye’s 
capability to focus on all three. This is the reason 
that you must look and concentrate on the front 
sight only and allow the rear sight and the target 
to naturally blur. But place the red dot on the 
target and you are done.

When sighted in properly, the bullet hits where 
the red dot is, there is no focus, eye-relief and no 
magnification. Look through the sight, centre the 
dot on the target and squeeze the trigger. It’s easy 
as - apart from human error…

Red dots are a game saver, not only young 
shooters, but especially the elderly who are 
suffering from eye failure like Presbyopia. It ails 
many people over 55 when the eye lens loses 
flexibility and the concentration to focus on near 
objects like the front sight. The only way shooters 
who have it can improve their shooting is by 
investing in a pair of aperture-fitted shooting 
glasses, or a lens aperture that fits on standard 
glasses. The instrument has an adjustable aperture 
(like a camera lens) that allows the front sight to 
fall back into focus, a huge aid for poor eyesight.

It’s the reason that I recommend red dots sight 
to older shooters, and it being a natural evolution 
of sights they should be allowed in ALL pistols 
shooting events. We have been stuck in the same 
mould for over 200 years, especially in Olympic-
style competitions. Only a few disciplines allow 
red dots in competitions. It’s time we stop talking 

about them as being specialised sights and illegal 
modifications for shooting events and bring the 
red dot into the atomic age.

They will not make you a better shot or 
improve your shooting unless you are prepared 
to commit to a program over a three-month 
period for the change-over process. The best 
way would be to avoid iron sights when doing so. 
Factors involve grip and trigger changes, however 
subtle, but it’s there, and rapid target acquisition, 
all learning factors in the switch-over.

Like many other elderly shooters in my case, 
age has slowed me down to the fact to where 
I no longer participate in action matches against 
younger challengers, but I can still match them in 
precision shoots, though I am having problems 
with eyesight and arthritis in my shooting hand 
that makes it painful to shoot a 60-round match, 
even with a light recoiling pistol like my 9mm FN 
Browning 1911 model.

Some years back, I was confronted with the 
loss of my eyesight because I have spent my years 
in the harsh sunlit conditions of the Outback and 
fishing in tropic waters and not wearing sunglasses 
to prevent eye damage when younger. Yes, my 
friends, the sun burns your eyes as much as it 
does exposed skin. But surgery replaced the eye 
lenses and my sight it 98 per cent, which means 
that I can still shoot and do it well as I do not 
suffer from age afflictions like the shakes.

Thus, you would think that to older shooters a 
red dot sight would be more beneficial than iron 
sights, but judging by my own experience many 
are reluctant to switch and like myself we continue 
our merry way of shooting holes in paper with 
either the standard sight or custom iron sights 
fitted with red or green fibre optic inserts.

The 9mm Berretta is fitted with a Burris red dot sight, a top-notch combo.

Handgun shooters are a niche bunch, 
with target shooting their mainstay. 
While hunting with a handgun is 
permitted in other countries, it 

is not in Australia. And again for that reason, 
handgun competitions are quite popular, including 
Handgun Metallic Silhouette, a challenging but 
rewarding match.

Silhouette shooting in general began in Mexico 
in the early 1900s, when Revolutionary General 
Pancho Villa’s troops used live animals as targets in 
long-range rifle contests. Live animals were replaced 
with metal silhouette targets in about 1950. This 
new competition soon found favour in the US in 
the mid-1960s and developed quite a following.

The first Handgun Metallic Silhouette match, 
using the same targets at shorter ranges, was 
conducted in 1975 in Arizona and was well 
received. A year later, the International Handgun 
Metallic Silhouette Association (IHMSA) was 
formed and the sport began to grow, including in 
Australia in the early 1980s.

Targets and scoring
In this match, competitors shoot handguns to 
knock over metal targets shaped like chickens, 
pigs, turkeys and rams. They are of varying 
thicknesses and are placed at ranges between 
10 and 200m, depending on the calibre of the 
handgun used. A steel stand is set into the ground 

and the targets are placed on it in groups of five, 
with each called a ‘bank’.

Targets are fired upon in timed two-minute 
stages, firing at five targets per stage, in order, 
from left to right. The target must be knocked 
over to score. Any hit that doesn’t topple the 
target is scored as a miss, no matter how good 
the shot was.

There are three official matches, with each 
subdivided into categories: Big Bore, Smallbore 
and Field Pistol.

Big Bore matches require the use of centrefire 
handguns to knock down almost life-sized targets: 
chickens at 50m, pigs at 100m, turkeys at 150m 
and rams at 200m. The matches then are broken 

up into several main categories for competition: 
Production, Revolver, Standing, Unlimited, 
Unlimited Standing, Unlimited Any Sight, Unlimited 
Half Scale and Unlimited Any Sight Half Scale. 
Practical Hunter includes Practical Hunter Long 
Course, Practical Hunter and Short Course. Ultra 
500 includes Unlimited and Unlimited Any Sight.

Smallbore matches require the use of rimfire 
handguns to knock down chickens at 25m, pigs 
at 50m, turkeys at 75m and rams at 100m. You 
might expect that because the range distances are 
halved, the targets would also be half-sized, but 
that’s not the case. The targets are scaled down 
to three-eighths of full size, which makes this 
match more difficult than the full-sized Big Bore 

match. There is also a 50m Rimfire match, using 
one-fifth-scale targets, which is popular with clubs 
with restricted ranges.

Smallbore uses the same rules as Big Bore, 
except only .22 Long Rifle ammunition may 
be used and it must be fired as manufactured. 
No Magnum or hyper-velocity (stingers, etc) 
ammunition is allowed. Smallbore matches 
include Production, Revolver, Standing, Unlimited, 
Unlimited Any Sight, Unlimited Fifth Scale and 
Unlimited Any Sight Fifth Scale. Practical Hunter 
matches are Practical Hunter .22LR Course. 

Field Pistol is a centrefire match available to 
clubs with a range limited to 100m. It is shot 
at the same ranges as Smallbore, but requires 

centrefire handguns. The targets are scaled 
down to half-size and are much heavier than 
Smallbore options.

Field Pistol matches include only two 
categories: Production, requiring stock handguns 
with factory sights, and Production Any Sight, 
which entails stock handguns fitted with scopes, 
red dots or other optical devices that must be 
used as manufactured, with no modifications.

The firearms used in Field Pistol are further 
limited to chamber only straight-walled handgun 
cartridges of standard manufacture, with a 
maximum case length of 1.29" (32.76mm). Both 
Field Pistol categories are fired from the standing 
position only.

‘Strike’ a pose
Test your skill with Handgun Metallic 

Silhouette shooting
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OUTSIDE BACK COVER	 $2415

RATES

Enquire about our Multi Title Discount premium package (pg 8)
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INFLUENCE. 
LEVERAGE.
STATURE. 
CLOUT. SWAY.
WE HAVE IT.

MONTHLY 
NATIONAL EDM

FEATURE 
PRODUCT SPOT

TARGETED EDM

Or you could opt for the popular 
Feature Product Spot within our 
monthly national EDM, which 
highlights one product or sale event 
you would like to promote. Advertisers 
supply up to 150 words and 1 image 
and gain valuable data.

Advertising bookings are exclusive, 
as we permit up to four adverts per 
publication. 

Your EDM, your way, our people. We 
can also customise our list so your 
EDM only goes out to relevant eyes.   

Covering current events, reviews and firearm 
stories, sports shooting and recreational hunting 
issues, our monthly SSAA National e-newsletter 
has more than 120,000 opt-in subscribers. 

The immediacy of the EDM format paired with the 
willingness and interest of it’s subscribers is why it is 
so successful. Ideal for promoting a special offer or 
upcoming event, your ad will sit alongside hugely 
popluar articles devoured by our readers.

54% 
O P E N  R AT E

120K 
S U B S C R I B E R S



QUARTERLY EDMS

AUSTRALIAN HUNTER 
E-NEWSLETTER

40.6% 
O P E N  R AT E

GREAT AUSTRALIAN OUTDOORS 
E-NEWSLETTER

120K 
S U B S C R I B E R S

43.3% 
O P E N  R AT E

20K 
S U B S C R I B E R S
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Delivered one month after 
the release of each Australian 
Hunter magazine edition, the 
eNewsletter promotes specialty 
hunting gear, apparel, reviews, 
and tantalising tales from the 
hunt to our predominantly male 
audience.   

Our Great Australian Outdoors 
eNewsletter readership are 
intellectual, environmentally 
concious and lovers of nature. 

They go camping and hiking, 
4WDing and boating, and love to 
catch a fish or two. 

If you have products related to 
camping, road safety, holiday 
preparation, or sustainable living, 
let us introduce you to our 
people. 



.ORG.AU

We can tailor your advertising campaign specifically to 
your desired audience by placing it under either our 
Disciplines or Hunting category. Depending on what is 
best suited to your business, products or services, you 
may choose for instance to place adverts showcasing 
your hunting firearms or products intended for the field 
under the Hunting category, while target shooting or 
all-purpose firearms and products may be better placed 
under the Discipline category.

OUR NATIONAL WEBSITE 
SSAA.ORG.AU HAS MORE 
THAN 100,000 UNIQUE HITS 
TO OUR PAGE PER MONTH. 
WHETHER SEARCHING FOR 
DISCIPLINE INFORMATION, 
READING THE DIGITAL 
SHOOTER CATALOGUE, OR 
ENTERING ONE OF OUR 
MANY MEMBER BENEFIT PRIZE 
COMPETITIONS, SSAA.ORG.AU 
IS ALWAYS BUZZING. 

22



Since launching in 2016, SSAA Gun Sales has proved a 
huge hit with firearms enthusiasts in Australia. Safe, secure 
and simple to use, ssaagunsales.com.au is Australia’s most 
comprehensive firearms and accessories trading website. 

If you would like to discuss package options, either 
monthly or annually, please talk to us about your 
requirements and we will happily look at this with you.

A DRUMROLL, 
PLEASE.
37,000  
ACTIVE 
USERS.
2.5 MILLION 
PAGE VIEWS 
PER MONTH.

ssaagunsales.com 23



FILE SUPPLY

COLOUR: 	 RGB
FILE: 	 72dpi JPG or GIF

EDM

RECTANGLE 	 $375

MEDIUM BANNER	 $330

FEATURE SPOT	 $400

TARGETED EDM	 $500

WEB

SSAA.ORG.AU

SKYSCR APER	 $220

MEDIUM BANNER	 $110

GUNSALES.COM.AU

HOME PAGE BANNER	 $650

24

Advertisers who take advantage of our premium Multi Title 
Discount package are eligible for bespoke Web and EDM services. 
Please enquire with the National Marketing Representative.

WEB SKYSCRAPER

W 270 x H 500 pixels W 270 x H 250 pixels

WEB MEDIUM BANNER

EDM RECTANGLE

W 300 x H 350 pixels W 564 x H 100 pixels

EDM BANNER

W 1250 x H 244 pixels

GUNSALES BANNER

EDM AND WEB ADS 
RATES + SPECIFICATIONS



MONTH

FEBRUARY

EDM AND WEB ADS 
AD DEADLINES + RELEASE DATES

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

BOOKING 
DEADLINE

ARTWORK 
DEADLINE WEB

JAN 17

FEB 14

MAR 18

MAR 11

APR 17

JUN 17

JUL 17

JUL 7

AUG 8

SEP 8

OCT 8

JAN 24

FEB 21

MAR 21

MAR 31

APR 24

JUN 24

JUL 24

JUL 28

SEP 1

SEP 29

NOV 3

FEB 1

MAR 1

APR 1

MAY 1

JUN 1

JUL 1

AUG 1

SEP 1

OCT 1

NOV 1

DEC 1

JANUARY DEC 9 DEC 16 JAN 1

SSAA INC EDM

FEB 1

MAR 1

APR 1

MAY 1

JUN 1

JUL 1

AUG 1

SEP 1

OCT 1

NOV 1

DEC 1

JAN 1

AH EDM

APR 4

JUL 4

OCT 3

JAN 3

GAO EDM

FEB 3

MAY 5

AUG 4

NOV 3

RELEASE DATES
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We are all well aware of the precarious nature of 
running any form of social media account that is 
related to firearms. 

Despite it’s hurdles, warnings, bans and locked 
accounts, SSAA Inc persevere to manage a number 
of social media accounts, with a combined audience 
of 85,000 loyal and engaged followers, which 
include:

• SSAA Inc Facebook, Instagram and TikTok 

• Australian Hunter Facebook and Instagram

• Great Australian Outdoors Facebook and Instagram

We offer sponsored content spots, re-sharing, 
and account promotion for anyone that has found 
themselves needing to get back up again. 

I GET 
KNOCKED 
DOWN, BUT 
I GET UP 
AGAIN
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The Secure Your Gun, Secure Your Sport brochure is a digital 
publication dedicated to firearm safes and safety. Released 
periodically, and available free on ssaa.org.au, it has a long shelf life. 

The digital brochure features reviews and images on a range 
of different size and capacity manual and electronic safes and 
associated products such as trigger locks. It also includes contact 
details for distributors and state and territory firearms branches. 

Distributed nationally to all SSAA members and SSAA state and 
territory branches, readership is well in excess of 400,000. 

AD DEADLINES+RATES 
+SPECIFICATIONS

DOUBLE PAGE FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE THIRD PAGE QTR PAGE

W 410 x H 270mm
+BLEED: 5mm on al l s ides

W 205 x H 270mm
+BLEED: 5mm on al l s ides

W 184 x H 115mm
NO BLEED AT ALL

W 184 x H 79mm
NO BLEED AT ALL

W 184 x H 57mm
NO BLEED AT ALL

ISSUE

SYGSYS 
EDITION 8

SECURE YOUR GUN SECURE YOUR SPORT 
AD DEADLINES + SPECIFICATIONS

BOOKING 
DEADLINE

ARTWORK 
DEADLINE

RELEASE 
DATE

SEP 15 SEP 29 OCT 2025

SIZE

DOUBLE PAGE	 $3690

FULL PAGE	 $2460

HALF PAGE	 $1265

THIRD PAGE	 $950

QUARTER PAGE	 $775

RATES

Enquire about our 
Multi Title Discount 
premium package 
(pg 8)

Secure your gun
Secure your sport

FILE SUPPLY

COLOUR: 	 RGB
FILE: 	 72dpi JPG or GIF
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PROMOTIONS
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SOCIAL MEDIA  
MONTHLY GIVEAWAY

The incredibly popular Enter to Win 
competitions for SSAA Members are run 
in Australian Shooter, Australian Hunter, 
Australian & New Zealand Handgun, and 
on ssaa.org.au and recieve thousands of 
entries per prize pack. 

Our prize donors have enjoyed the 
exposure genorosity of spirit brings.

As of 2025, we can now legally share data 
collected from entries with prize donors.

The AS Team
CHRISTMAS 
WISHLIST
New in 2024 is the Australian Shooter Team 
Christmas Wishlist featured in November 
and December editions of Australian 
Shooter, as well as the December edition 
of Australian Hunter. A sum up of all the 
products through the year that we, like 
our readers, have been drooling over. The 
idea came to SSAA CEO Tom Kenyon in 
a dream. A man who holds Christmas and 
gift giving close to his heart, he wanted 
to simultaneously say thanks to all our 
advertisers, and also spread Christmas 
cheer amonst our members. 

Advertisers on the MTD package can 
choose a product to promote, fee free, 
right in the lead up to Christmas and opt 
in or out of the giveaway. Members don’t 
need to enter, their SSAA Membership 
automatically puts them in the draw to win 
a wishlist item.  

We can’t wait to sit like proud mums 
on Christmas morning, sipping our tea, 
watching the members’ surprise and joy. 

The Great Australian Outdoors monthly 
giveaway is run on Facebook and 
Instagram. Advertisers donate a prize 
worth up to $500. Entrants follow 
standard social media contest instructions, 
including following both great australian 
outdoors, and our prize donor social 
media account.   

It has proven to be successful at both 
increasing following and promoting new 
and relevant products. 



TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Australian Shooter, Australian Hunter, 
Australian & New Zealand Handgun, Great 
Australian Outdoors, SSAA’s Comprehensive 
Guide to Shooting & Hunting in Australia, 
Secure Your Gun, Secure Your Sport, SSAA 
Gun Sales, Great Australian Outdoors website 
(greataustralianoutdoors.com.au), Great 
Australian Outdoors E-newsletter, SSAA 
National E-newsletter, and SSAA National 
website (ssaa.org.au) are published by the 
Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc 
(SSAA National).

Any Advertiser Booking Contracts that are not 
returned with confirmation by signature before 
the space booking deadline stated on this Rate 
Card will not be included for the requested 
month. All Booking Contracts must be 
signed to secure and confirm the advertiser’s 
agreement to place advertisements in SSAA 
National’s publications. 

Material for booked advertisements must be in 
the hands of the publisher as per the deadlines 
stated on this Rate Card. Otherwise, the 
advertisement, as standing, will be repeated. 

All advertising must be cancelled in writing 
to advertising@ssaa.org.au. Cancellations 
of contracted advertisements will not be 
accepted after the space booking deadline. If a 
contract is cancelled without being fulfilled to 
its term, rates will be adjusted and reviewed as 
required.

All rates quoted are excluding Australian GST, 
and are based on per insertion for full-colour 
adverts.

All specified positions incur an additional 15 
per cent surcharge, across all print titles.

Agency commission is set at 10%.

Advertisements for use in any of SSAA 
National’s publications can be designed free 
of charge. However, if you would like to use 
one of these advertisements in a non-SSAA 
publication or website, a $250 makeup fee will 
be charged.

PRINT SPECIFICATIONS

All artwork must be supplied digitally as high 
resolution print-ready PDFs with 5mm bleed. 
No printer marks are required, as they will 
be created when the publisher exports the 
complete publication for print. 

All artwork must be flattened and not exceed 
10MB. Please ensure ‘Preserve Photoshop 
Editing Capabilities’ is unticked when exporting 
artwork from Photoshop.

When the advertiser’s complete artwork 
does not fit the required size specifications 
as outlined for each publication on this Rate 
Card, the publisher will ask the advertiser to 
fix and resubmit. Should the advertiser not 
respond or resubmit in time, the publisher 
may resize or adjust the artwork to fit at its 
own discretion.

The publisher reserves the right to reject 
inferior artwork.

DIGITAL SPECIFICATIONS

Supplied via email. Site accepted formats 
include: PNG, GIF, JPG. Supply in RGB colour 
space. PNG and GIF must be 72ppi. Keep 
your file sizes low.

POLICIES

SSAA Inc reserves the right to reject any 
bookings and advertising submissions at its 
own discretion and without stating a reason.

SSAA Inc has a policy on advertisements in 
the Association’s publications. We request 
that all advertisers be cautious with the 
descriptions or imagery associated with 
their products, particularly firearms and 
scopes. Adjectives such as ‘tactical’, ‘sniper’, 
‘mil-spec’, ‘police’, ‘defender’ and ‘homeland 
defence’ can create off-putting connotations 
and are easily exploited by negative media 
agencies, journalists and politicians. In short, 
it makes our cause to promote recreational 
shooting and hunting even harder. We realise 
that in some instances the words ‘tactical’ or 
similar are a part of the product’s name and 
we will consider advertising these products 
on a case-by-case basis. All advertisement 
artwork and images should be considered 
in the same context as avoiding the use of 
aggressive or militaristic sounding words. In 
addition, advertising that promotes overt 
sexism should be avoided and may be 
rejected on those grounds.

The publisher will place the word 
‘advertisement’ on any copy, which, in the 
publisher’s opinion, too closely resembles 
editorial matter.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Charges are due for payment within 30 days 
after an invoice has been issued.

If you would like to pre-pay any of your 
advertising, please advise and organise this 
directly with National Marketing & Business 
Development Manager.

If you would prefer to pay by electronic funds 
transfer (EFT), please use the following details 
to transfer using BSB number: 082 167; 
account number: 82345 2411; account name: 
Sporting Shooters Association of Australia inc; 
and the reference number included on your 
invoice within 30 days of the invoice date.

If you would prefer to pay by credit card, 
please contact the SSAA National Accounts 
Office (PO Box 282, Plumpton, NSW 2761 
or 02 8805 3900) to authorise your payment. 
Credit cards will be charged within a fortnight 
of the magazine being released. Receipts will 
be sent once payment is confirmed.

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, 
please make the cheque payable to Sporting 
Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc, and 
send with your invoice number to the SSAA 
National Accounts Office within 30 days of the 
invoice date.

Any overdue accounts will result in your 
advertising contract being automatically 
terminated or cancelled until the outstanding 
amount is settled. Legal action may be taken 
to recover costs.

TOM KENYON

0439 977 221
ceo@ssaa.org.au
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