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President’s Message .c:-o:

Conservation programs an important plank in SSAA platform

s we put the annual summer

holiday season firmly behind us

and turn our gaze to the agenda

ahead, there seems much for the
SSAA and its members to enthuse about.
Let’s kick things off by focusing on one of
the main avenues that appears to be broad-
ening within the SSAA’s sphere of influ-
ence, namely the hunting and conservation
arena.

It’s good to know at this point that the
SSAA is actively cooperating and enthusias-
tically collaborating with a number of state
and federal authorities who share our ideals
and hopes on such matters. Research and
feral animal control statistics have dem-
onstrated the value of legitimate ground
shooting activities and we are constantly
exploring ways for members to be involved
in these programs at their respective state
levels.

The links between the SSAA and the
Conservation and Wildlife Research Trust
(CWRT), which our organisation fervently
supports, are well documented and are
attracting more and more interest from
like-minded commentators about the value
that’s being offered.

Looking further afield, conservation
advancements have been embraced as
part of the new Great Australian Outdoors
magazine. This is another cog that has
been added to the SSAA’s ever-evolving
media interests and the ground-breaking
publication, based around the concepts of
destination, exploration and conservation,
has already been lauded by experienced
environmental voices. These experts feel
the refreshing outlook of the expansive
journal brings to the table a balanced view
of conservation and hunting as valid tools
which can be combined to help the Austra-
lian ecosystem.

There’s so much to be positive about as
the year opens its doors ever wider to us.
Of course, the shooting ranges and compe-

tition shooting should not be forgotten with
international and national teams being final-
ised during the coming months to represent
the SSAA and Australia on the world stage
in their various disciplines.

Amid all this hurly-burly, it’s sometimes
hard to keep up. But one thing we must
remain aware of is the approaching federal
election, at present seemingly mapped out
for May. I've always maintained as SSAA
president that we will support those who
support us. As a democratic body we cannot
tell our members how to vote, but that
basic mantra is a straightforward point of
reference to keep in mind as we enter the
polling booths sometime in the near future.

For the moment though, let’s take one
step at a time and gain pleasure from the
heady involvement being invested by the
SSAA and its band of members both in
established fields and unfolding environ-
mental crusades. It feels like 2019 has only
just begun but already our organisation has
plenty on its plate to tempt the palate.

QUTDOORS

Explore, cam, enjoy!
liadl o e
ik Lot

Geoff Jones
SSAA National President

SSAA - Protecting shooters since 1948
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Military muscle holds sway

I REFER TO articles by Rod Pascoe in the
Australian Shooter (July and December
2018). Readers may be interested to know
that among many other variants, a version
of the 6.5x55 ‘Gallery’ round mentioned in
Rod’s ‘Consider reduced loads’ is used in
the 84mm Carl Gustav shoulder anti-tank
recoilless gun (pictured) in use by the ADF
for almost 50 years.

Like many such weapons the ammunition
is expensive and you know all about it when
you fire one - concussive muzzle blast and
back-blast akin to being punched in the face
- and you need a dedicated range which is
inevitably a long way from anywhere to fire
it on ('m ex-Army).

Accordingly, ballistically matched
sub-calibre training/practice devices are
common, most based on small arms ammu-
nition. There are no less than three avail-
able for the ubiquitous Charlie Guts-ache
as it’s universally known among those who
carry it, with 9x21mm, 6.5x55mm and
7.62x51mm versions used in various coun-
tries.

The ADF had the 6.5x55 which chamber
in a breech/barrel arrangement incorpo-
rated inside what is otherwise a dummy

84mm round - the characteristic stand-off
rod serves as the barrel.

As far as the 6.5 Creedmoor is concerned,
‘marketing’ does have a lot to do with its
popularity. The fact a US military agency
adopts a round of ammunition is not neces-
sarily an endorsement based on science,
the 7.62x51 NATO (.308W) and 5.56x45
(.223) cases in point. The two most popular
sporting rounds of ammunition in the world
today were both derived from military deci-
sions.

Rather than banging on about it, I recom-
mend reading The Black Rifle by R. Blake
Stevens and Edward C. Ezell. The process
by which they were adopted verges on

Insu rance Q&A WITH TREVOR JENKIN

the scandalous. Neither were optimised

for their intended role, both cost a fortune
in ongoing development of the round and
weapon systems and the result has imposed
design constraints on the US and its Allies
in any attempted remediation that exist to
this day.

The 6.5mm Creedmoor is one of a series
of 6.5 rounds all pretty much in the same
class. There’s little doubt 6.5-7mm is some
kind of ballistic ‘sweet spot’ that began
with the 6.5x55 more than 120 years ago.
National pride and economic muscle is a big
motivator among our US friends but it can
hinder objectivity.

Steve Larkins, SA

I own a small farm and am consid-
ering installing a private shooting
range. Would my existing insur-
ance cover this for liability?
Stephen

If you're planning a bit of shooting
practice you need liability cover for
ny personal injury to shooters con-
tributed to by your negligence as property
owner. However, the second you start to
allow ‘clients’ to use the range and promote
it as a business, you’d need to insure the
facility as a ‘range’ or ‘club’, which would
require additional coverage. A few things
would also need to be considered in regard
to range design, danger templates, stop-
butts and so on. Talking to your SSAA state
branch is the best place to start when set-
ting up any type of shooting range.
With regard to insurance, there are a few

points you need to consider: Is your liability
covered while shooting on your own range?
Is your liability covered for third parties
shooting on your range? Is the liability of
the shooters using the range covered?

The answer to the first is simple: If
you're a SSAA member you automatically
have liability cover of $20 million for all
lawful and recreational shooting activities
Australia-wide. So if you were to cause any
property damage or personal injury to a
third party due to your negligence, you’d
be able to lodge a claim. As far as protect-
ing your liability as range owner in the case
of one of the shooters using the range is
concerned, you'd need a separate liability
policy to cover this. This would be under a
Property Owner’s Liability policy, which we
could arrange.

The last exposure you need to worry
about is liability of the shooters using the

range and if you want to cover this. Your
first option is to restrict use to SSAA mem-
bers only, knowing they all have that $20
million liability cover. The second is to take
out a policy to cover liability of the shoot-
ers. Again, we can assist and you’d be able
to incorporate your liability as the property
owner into this policy too. So there’s quite
a bit to consider and I suggest contacting
your SSAA state branch then SSAA Gen-
eral Insurance Brokers so we
can discuss your options in
detail. Call on 08 8332 0281 or
visit ssaaib.com.au

Send questions to:
communications@ssaa.org.au

*The advice offered in this column is of a general
nature and does not allow for individual situations.
SSAAIB recommends that you obtain professional
advice before proceeding with any insurance
investment. SSAAIB accepts no liability for any actions
by an individual to change their insurance plans
without seeking professional advice.

Australion Shooter 7
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Opening in tannery business

MAY I SUGGEST you use your magazine
to spread the word that KT Australia, the
kangaroo leather tannery at Hughenden,
Queensland has closed down, meaning
there is nowhere north of Narangba which
processes kangaroo skin to leather.

There’s a good business opportunity
going as a result, as there is very little
competition nationwide in the kangaroo
leather tanning game. Mostly this stems
from how local governments in and around
cities have strict environmental policies,
meaning the old inner-city tanneries no
longer exist.

As no such problem exists in regional
areas, perhaps someone might be inter-
ested in giving the idea of a tannery in
northern Australia some consideration
(there’s certainly no shortage of kangaroos
in central Queensland).

With proper management a tannery can
employ unskilled workers both male and
female and there may even be government
help available to an indigenous start-up
business, as has been done with other prod-
ucts. Just a thought.

Geoff Douglas, via email

A true friend to shooters

I WAS INTERESTED to read the story by
Dave Rose about circus lions escaping and
eating their handler (Australian Shooter,

December 2018). Of particular appeal was

Pulsar Trail LRF thermal scope
-1800m detection range

the photo of ‘Jim P’ when he was a South
Australian police sergeant.

[ knew Jim very well for many years.

He was an excellent friend to shooters,
sometimes ruffling the feathers of his police
superiors by openly supporting the fact that
law-abiding shooters had the legal right to
own and use firearms.

He completed the TAFE Firearms
Instructors course shortly after it was
conceived and was a regular and well
respected member of the group. ['ve
included a photo of Jim, left, at one of our
meetings with another well known SA
shooter, Rod Hunt.

Jim was born Alexander James Pengilly
on January 25, 1922 at Redruth in Cornwall.
He enlisted in the Second Australian Impe-
rial Force in March 1941 and served for five
years in North Africa and the Pacific, even-
tually being discharged in April 1946. He
served in SAPOL for many years, retiring
with the rank of Inspector and passed away
in April 2013.

Jim will be remembered as a terrific
friend to shooters, a fantastic source of
stories and jokes and a thorough gentleman
with it.

Geoff Smith, SA

‘Area fire’ an effective ploy

I ENJOYED ROYCE Wilson’s article on
the Lebel M1886 rifle (Australian Shooter,
November 2018) and concur it was less
than perfect, perhaps resulting in some
problems for the ‘men on the ground’.

No doubt the politics and ethno-centric
thinking were factors.

As an aside for younger readers, the
.303 and doubtless Mausers and others of
the day through until comparatively recent
times saw many military rifles sighted for
2000 yards/metres and, as noted, trying
to hit a man-sized target at that range was
difficult.

However the purpose was not for use
in individual fire by sniper or such, but for
what was termed ‘area fire’ - when every
available rifle was fired at a visible target in
the immediate vicinity. What resulted was
as many rounds as possible landing in or
about the target as a virtual shotgun blast.
It was hoped one or more would do the
damage and was also practical in keeping
enemy heads down while you advanced
towards a more effective range.

Ross Golden, via email

wolfeyes.com.au
ph 1300 911 007

Ranger 56 torch
- 300m range

- USB rechargeable
- tapeswitch, batterty,
charger all included

- Laser Range Finder
- Great image quality
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Thanks for the memories

DEAR SIR, IT is with much sadness I write
to say I won’t be renewing my member-
ship as [ am now 89 years old and in care.

I have been a SSAA member since 1985.
Back then, V06 Wodonga was an old 4x4m
shed with a few broken targets and worn-out
butts.

Through the hard work of our commit-
tees over the years it is now one of the best
ranges around with covered firing points,
storage sheds, camping facilities and a new
clubhouse. I would like to personally thank
two members in particular, Ian Guthrie who
was made a SSAA life member, and Max
Grimshaw who was also honoured by the
Association.

If present and future members enjoy as
many wonderful times at V06 Wodonga as
I have over the years they will be happy
indeed. Many thanks for all the happy
hours at V06, all the best for the future and
don’t give the anti-gun lobby any reason to
whinge.

Colin Gray, ex-Black Watch, Vic

Gunsales site a winner

JUST A LINE to congratulate SSAA on
their Gunsales website. I advertised two
firearms on several websites and of all
these SSAA Gunsales produced by far the
most enquiries and resulted in the sale of
both firearms in a matter of weeks. To be
specific, I received a total of 74 enquiries
directly through SSAA Gunsales and just
two from usedguns.com.

The ease of posting an ad and the fact
you can insert multiple photos that can be
zoomed in and carefully viewed I believe is
one of the main reasons the firearms sold so
quickly. I will definitely be using this service
solely next time. Cheers!

Guy Pitchford, via email
* Check out our site at ssaagunsales.com

From solid to hollow-point

READING JOHN HILLS article on case
preparation (Australian Shooter, August
2018) reminded me of a problem I encoun-
tered but ultimately solved. [ was given a
large amount of 5.56 ammunition but when I
fired some in my .223 I experienced consid-
erable pressure signs.

I researched online and discovered

10 Australian Shooter

the 5.56 has a far more elongated throat
compared to the .223 so I checked the
overall length, removed, modified and
re-seated the projectiles. Now I had useable
cartridges but they were solids and no good
for hunting. I ground off the tip to reveal the
lead, drilled a small hole to 6mm deep and
now had usable hollow-point ammunition.
They work well on feral pigs and really open
up on foxes.

Greg Kent, via email

Our future’s in good hands

WHAT AN AWESOME effort by young
Taylah Mitchell (P72 Australian Shooter,
August 2018). Only 13 years old, her first
deer hunt and an amazing trophy taken with
one shot at distance. This is the future of
our sport. Taylah, if you read this, well done.
Your dad and uncle must be so proud.
David Williams, via email

It’s no cross to bear

INOTICE ON the cover of Australian &
New Zealand Handgun 17 a picture of a
lovely girl shooting a pistol left-handed and
aiming it using her right eye. I was exactly
the same when I started shooting 25 years
ago and was told by numerous people I'd

have to change. But I explained to my local
range officer this was my natural way of
aiming and have been shooting successfully
this way ever since.

Ted, via email

* For anyone interested in this subject or
who may have missed it, refer to an article
entitled ‘Ocular cross-dominance’ which

ran in the inaugural edition of Australian
Women’s Shooter in our December magazine.

‘Ludicrous and outdated’

IN RESPONSE TO Denis Dixon’s letter
‘Discriminatory venture’ (Shooter, February
2019), I would like to congratulate the
SSAA on having the foresight to publish the
Australian Women’s Shooter and wish the
venture every success for the future.

I would remind Mr Dixon that roughly 90
per cent of our membership is male, myself
included, and if this new publication goes
some way to redressing that imbalance it
should be embraced. I would urge our male
membership to encourage more women into
the Association as this can only help secure
our sport going forward.

As for Mr Dixon’s question regarding
‘does the female shooter of average size
somehow have special needs over and above
her male counterpart’, I know of at least two
gunsmiths who have customised firearms
to make them more ‘female friendly’ at the
request of women shooters.

As a proud SSAA member of long
standing, I would hope our Association sees
itself as having social licence to represent
the community as a whole, and as for Mr
Dixon’s ludicrous and outdated claim of the
Australian Women’s Shooter being ‘discrimi-
natory’, I would invite him to step into the
21st century.

George Bennett, via email

Instrument, not the cause

REGARDING THE ARTICLE ‘One million
Australians marginalised...” (Australian
Shooter, Page 40, November 2018). Can
someone please point out to the ‘group
representing intensive care doctors’ that
firearms may be an instrument of death but
can never be “the major cause of death and
injury, particularly in rural areas” unless
they go off of their own accord.

Herman Grigull, via email
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A bit more on WH

REGARDING THE REFERENCE by John
Dunn to William (Bill) Harrison (Top Shots,
December 2018). As there appears to be no
written history on the internet, here’s what
I know of the man. From 1955-57 I worked
on Cuddapan Station, Betoota, Queensland
where Bill and his wife regularly visited,
hunted and tested the latest rifles.

WH had a large quantity of new SS Lewis
gun barrels and P14 rifles which he crafted
into sporting rifles. He was a complete
craftsman and did all his own stockwork,
metalwork and chambering including the
.22 Harrison Wasp, .250 Taipan and .303
Magnum.

In those days the US dollar exchange
system made it almost impossible to buy
a new American firearm. The brass cast
bullet moulds he made carried a simple
WH stamped on them and WH was part of
a group who instigated the formation of the
SSAA. After his wife was killed crossing
the road in front of his house, WH ceased
business.

His brass bullet moulds are identical and
interchangeable with the Cast Bullet Engi-
neering product so 'm almost certain WH’s
mould-making machinery was sold off to
become Cast Bullet Engineering.

Both Bill and his wife excelled with the
rifle and as a couple hunted worldwide (she
was a dab hand with a 6.5x53 Mannlicher
Schonauer). They had a son, an engineer
who flew a light plane as far as Diamantina
doing charity work for aged land owners.

Clive Edmondstone, via email

Something to crow about

I'VE ALWAYS FELT
we should push the
fact that rifle ranges
are quite eco-friendly
places and a haven for
wildlife. When I took the
attached photograph,
shooting was in progress
a few lanes away yet our
visitor never flinched.
This is one of a pair which nest every
year on the range used by the SSAA
Herberton branch in Queensland and they
come in for titbits most Sundays, especially
when feeding young. A few years ago we

12 Australian Shooter

had a pair of sea eagles nest and rear chicks
near our 300-yard mound and, as we know
but the general population doesn’t believe,
shooting never worried them.

Peter Smith, via email

* With more than 400 ranges nationwide a
host to land, trees and wildlife, the SSAA
is a proud guardian of our native flora and
fauna - Ed

TV ads a great initiative

WOW! HOW GOOD is it to see the SSAA
advertising on TV. It makes one feel good
to see the Association promoting our sport.
Congratulations - don’t hold back.

As president of the Tasmanian Deer
Stalkers Branch T10, I'm sure these
adverts will attract new membership to
our branch, notwithstanding we have a
holding branch in Tasmania called T50
whose members by way of the Firearms Act
can’t participate in range shooting and I'm
sure they’d enjoy punching a few holes in
paper or hearing the clang of a steel target
succumbing to their favourite deer rifle.

T50 members are most welcome to
transfer to T10 and it’s simple - just contact
the membership office at SSAA National
and make the switch.

Allan Kenny, Tas

Make plans to pass on firearms

THANKS FOR THE article ‘Death awaits
us all’ (Australian Shooter, December 2018).
This is a topic many don’t consider - I know
from first-hand experience. I lost my father
a few years back and had to go through the
process of getting a licence again and appro-
priate storage.

Having moved abroad I'd let my licence
lapse - I'd left the sport a few years earlier
for no reason, life just got in the way. When
my father died he left a number of guns and
rifles that had not only sentimental value
but were worth a pretty penny.

I called a police friend for advice who
said there was a limited amnesty period
following a death but to address it straight
away - | had to store the guns at either
a police station or gunsmith. I chose the
latter and it cost a fortune due to the length
of time (the police option was not attractive
as they said they’d destroy them if I was
outside the amnesty).

I had to attend courses, study and sit
exams to regain my licence as my expired
one meant nothing - you're treated like
a first-time shooter. The time between
the test and obtaining a licence was four
months and overall it took six months to
have everything back and legal. The upside
is the process reignited my passion and I'm
again a regular shooter and hunter.

Shooters getting ‘long in the tooth’
should make plans to pass their firearms to
licensed parties so loved ones can avoid the
hassle and cost they may otherwise end up
with.

Michael Bell, via email

Separate reduced load brass

I FOUND ROD Pascoe’s article (Shooter,
December 2018) informative in that I didn’t
know AR2206H was such a useful powder
for use in reduced loads. I've been using
AR2205 for one reduced load but I'll give 06
a try in future.

I've been using reduced loads for my
.270 Winchester for years, mainly so I could
shoot a shortened version of the centrefire
Metallic Silhouette match. I use a graduated
series of loads starting with 12 grains of TB
at 50m, 14 at 100m and 17 at 150m behind
130/140gr bullets and the same 17 grains
behind a 150gr bullet will topple rams at
200m.

In addition to club/target shooting, a
couple of reduced-load rounds can be carried
when hunting in the event a downed animal
needs to be dispatched at close range - 14
grains of Trail Boss behind a 110gr Hornady
V-Max bullet does a good job.

What these loads have in common and
which wasn’t mentioned in Rod’s article
was the need to keep brass used for reduced
loads separate from brass to be used for
full-power loads. I was told when I started
making reduced loads there’s a danger of
case-head separations if brass formerly used
for reduced loads is later used in full-power
rounds. The cause relates to the incomplete
expansion of brass inside the chamber when
using these reduced loads, and I've always
observed that warning and never had an
issue with reduced loads. I thought it worth-
while passing this on to those who wish to
venture into the world of reduced-power
loads.

Pat Kerin, via email



YEAR
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Just got a little greener

5 SHOT
CAPACITY

Unique inline pull
handle returns you
straight back to the
trigger where

it belongs.

nseRious STRAIGHT PULL FoR THE SERIOUS SHOOTER

Impala Plus also is available in the following finishes. Walnut, Black Synthetic ahd Camo.
Choose between barrel lengths of 20, 24, 28 inch. Choke and non choke models. All Impalas
have 5+1 capacity and are drilled and tapped for red dot sights. Prices start from $1,099 (SRP).

20" Straight Pull, 5 shot magazine, comb riser, built in cantilever
weaver mount, iron sights. Finished in Green O.C. Cerakote

24" Straight Pull, 5 shot magazine, comb riser, supplied with
Picatinny mount, iron sights. Finished in Green O.C. Cerakote

} ~ s ; . A o
< 'S (‘ .P\.l\elllle (1‘ Proudly distributed by ‘C‘R: Kennedy Web: crkennedy.com.au ‘
} & COMPANY PTY LTD. ¢ Phone: 9823 1823 Email: vietten@crkennedy.com.au NSW: Phone: 0499 051 794 Email: mscanlan@crkennedy.com.au




LEAVER

T IRrARMS

27 Beaconsfield St, Margate, Qld 4019
Ph: 07 3883 1733 Fax: 07 3284 661 |
Mobile: 0419 644 269

www.cleaverfirearms.com

G€6 LOC TLO ¥6 :NAVY

ZEV/

TECHNDOLOGIES £/

ZEV OZ9 9mm 10-shot

The original Zev
Two mags, hard custom case,
threaded barrel, club legal
NEW $2895

ZEV OZ9 Coloured Grip Frames
Available in: FDE & GREY
NEW $92.90

ZEV Pro Compensator V2
9mm, "2 x 28, black
NEW $159

#-

ZEV Orion Glock 17 Gen 5
Stripped match slide,
Cut for RMR with plate
Available in: Black DLC & Grey
NEW $769

f—g’&
£ =
‘_/?

ZEV Pro Trigger Flat Faced
Upgrade Bar Kit with Pro Connector,
Generation 3,4 & 5
NEW $209

ELFTMANN TACTCIAL ELF-700
Remington 700 trigger
Fully adjustable 20z to 5Ib
NEW $449

Volguartsan

CUSTOM

2

444

VOLQUARTSEN Black Mamba
MKIV Takedown
.22LR, 10-shot, two mags
Available in: Black, FDE & ODG
NEW $2145

VOLQUARTSEN
Accurising Kit
Awvailable for:

Ruger MKII NEW $195
Ruger MKIII NEW $195
Ruger MKIV NEW $249

Straight pull, Magpul hunter stock,
match carbon brl, match trigger
Available in: .22LR & .17 Mach 2

SPECIAL NEW $1585

VOLQUARTSEN Summit Rifle

WINCHESTER -3

REPEA

WINCHESTER SXP Defender
12-gauge, 5-shot, pump action
Category C, 18" brl, synthetic

NEW $699
AG Permit or B709 required to release this item

I WINCHESTER SXP Marine

12-gauge, 5-shot, pump action
Category C, marine finish
NEW $749
AG Permit or B709 required to release this item

F

WINCHESTER SXP Shadow
12-gauge, 5-shot, pump \action
Category C, pistol grip
NEW $749
AG Permit or B709 required to release this item

T

WINCHESTER SXP Shadow Marine Defender
12-gauge, 5-shot, pump action
Category C, pistol grip
NEW $799
AG Permit or B709 required to release this item

KRG BRAVO CHASSIS
HOWA 1500 SA R-H
Available in: Black or FDE
NEW $695

o

KRG Tactical Bolt Handles HOWA 1500 Black
NEW $49.90

REMINGTON 700 Black, FDE or OD Green
NEW $49.90



HORNADY ZMAX Polymer Tip

Projectiles - SPECIALS

.17 cal 20gr $86.90 per 500
.22 cal 40gr $86.90 per 500

.20 cal 32gr $95 per 500
.22 cal 50gr $95 per 500
.22 cal 55gr $95 per 500

7.62x39 123gr $179 per 500
.30 cal 168gr $195 per 500

HORNADY .30 cal 150gr SST
Polymer Tip Projectiles
$41.90 per 100

HORNADY TAP .22 cal 62gr
Tactical Soft Point Projectiles
$62.50 per 500

SIERRA 2155C Matchking
,30 cal, 155gr, HPBT Projectiles
$225 per 500

SIERRA 1365BK Gameking
.22 cal, 55gr, SP Projectiles
$139.90 per 1000

SIERRA .30 cal 168gr HPBT
MatchKing Projectiles
$39 per 100

SIERRA .30 cal 175gr HPBT
MatchKing Projectiles
$39.90 per 100

SIERRA 6mm 70gr HPBT
MatchKing Projectiles
$29 per 100

SPEER Hot Cor .303 150gr
Soft Point Projectiles
$39 per 100

SPEER Varmint .30 cal 125gr
Hollow Point Projectiles
$135 per 500

SPEER Varmint .22 cal 55gr
Soft Point Projectiles
$149 per 1000

WINCHESTER
.270 Win unprimed brass
or primed brass
$40 per 100

WINCHESTER
.30-06 unprimed brass
or primed brass
$40 per 100

WINCHESTER NATO
7.62mm/308 unprimed
or primed brass
$40 /per 100

WINCHESTER Varmint Express
.22 cal, 45gr, Hollow Point Projectiles
$62.50 per 500

AUSSIE OUTBACK AMMO
.223 Rem, 55gr, Polymer Tip, ZMAX

$169 per 200

BULK with
FREE M2AI ammo can
$660 per 900

CCl Blazer Brass

Bulk 9mm | 15gr FMJ Ammo

in FREE ammo can
$110 per 350

e

OSA Field Load |2-gauge
Number 4s & 6s
$99 per 250

WINCHESTER Buck Shot
I2-gauge SSG
$159 per 250

WINCHESTER Subsonic .22LR
40gr or 42gr Hollow Point
$56.90 per 500

CZ Deluxe Shooters Range Bag
NEW $79.90

£3>MDT

MDT ACC Rifle Chassis
Great for PRC competitions
Available for:
Remington 700 SA R-H
Tikka T3/T3X SAR-H
Howa 1500 SA R-H
NEW $1099

MDT Premier Tactical Scope Rings
Available in: 1", 30mm or 34mm
Low, Med, High & Extra High
NEW $99

www.cleaverfirearms.com
$$$ Monthly Prizes !!! See the
specials first and subscribe today
EXCLUSIVE WEB DEALS!



Open Season ... coson

Duck hunters blindsided by unnecessary restrictions

cross the country, duck hunters

have been left scratching their

heads by decisions to restrict

the 2019 seasons. For years
hunters have thrown their support behind
the development of sound scientific pro-
cesses to demonstrate that seasons have
no significant negative impact on overall
waterfowl populations. It seems clear that
politics is still playing a role in what should
be purely wildlife management decisions,
creating confusion and anger within the
hunting community.

Worst affected is Victoria where hunters
have been hit twice with heavily-reduced
bag limits and a shortened season. The
restrictions are so bad that hunters are
demanding game hunting licence fees
be refunded. The standard bag has been
reduced from 10 to four for the first day
and five thereafter for the rest of the
season - and the season has been cut short
by three weeks.

SSAA Victoria’s Hunting Development
Manager, David Laird, expressed the Asso-
ciation’s disappointment via a press release
in which he highlighted the fact that private
duck counts indicated a significant popula-
tion in Victoria that could sustain a regular
season with no threat to the sustainability
of wild duck populations. He suggested that
if official summer counts were conducted
across most of the state, these observations
would doubtless be supported.

Reliance on the Eastern Aerial Water-
bird Survey is a big part of the problem.
This survey is certainly a useful index of
abundance when used correctly but it’s
continually being used the wrong way. It
indicates an index of abundance and wet-
land conditions across only a small area of
Victoria (and other states) and does not
take into account dispersed populations
sitting on the many other rivers, streams,
dams and other significant wetlands out-
side the two flight lines. It cannot be used
as a tool to suggest total number of ducks
in Victoria or other states. That’s like judg-
ing traffic conditions in a major city based
on a survey of only two main roads.

These very points were made in SSAA
Victoria’s submission to the Game Man-
agement Authority prior to the season
being declared and it seems they were
completely ignored. Compounding the
frustration, the GMA will not disclose
its recommendations to the Minister
and on what basis they were made. This
lack of transparency leaves unanswered
questions, such as was the GMA solely
responsible for what hunters see as poor
decisions or did they recommend a stan-
dard season that was then changed by the
Minister based on politics?

The South Australian hunting com-
munity was generally happy to accept
a small reduction in bag limits due to
persistent dry conditions but were more

than disappointed with the delayed start
of the season, SA’s opening weekend now
coinciding with Victoria’s. A change in
the starting date was not a topic of debate
at any of the stakeholder group meetings
prior to the season being declared. So
when the season was declared, the hunt-
ing community felt blindsided by the date
change and have rightfully requested an
explanation.

The most disappointing aspect of both
season announcements was that politics
has obviously come into play where sci-
ence and game management should dictate
outcomes. Instead of focusing on ways to
overcome the limitations of the Eastern
Aerial Waterbird Survey, it seems agencies
are failing to subscribe to adaptive man-
agement and seek alternative information.

The simple fact that Australian water-
fowl are nomadic and fly to areas which
hold water and resources seems to be con-
tinually overlooked. And if ducks are not
in the dry swamps open for hunting, they
can’t be harvested. Ducks themselves are
very good at determining what is found in
hunters’ bags.

Send questions to:
wildlife@ssaa.org.au

SeTiIcs®

www.sunopticsaustralia.com
|

SENGS-

DL: 400027000

Bipods, air rifle
) rings/bases.
uTG

CHOATE

MAGCHINE & TOOL., INC.

WYATT

Scopes, spotting scopes, binoculars, red dots, tactical scopes, base/rings, air rifle mounts,
bipods, electronic microsights, reflex sights, tactical grips with lights, tactical rings and bases.

www.lynxoptics.com.au www.sunopticsaustralia.com

Spotting scopes, binoculars, rifle scopes for hunting, target shooting, long-range tactical scopes, red dots,
rings/bases stud system, the strongest in the world, .22 cal rings, Picatinny rails, rings for Brno, Tikka,

PO Box 846, Raymond Terrace, NSW 2324
Phone 02 4981 7920 Fax 02 4981 8627
www.lynxoptics.com.au Email info@lynxoptics.com.au

Target/sniper, varmint, tactical stocks for most North American rifles.

Triggerguard assemblies 6160 aluminium with blue heat-treated steel magazines for
Remington 700 SA/LA .308-.338, Howa SA .308.

SHOP ONLINE 24/7

Anschutz and many more.

P/G stocks for Remington 7615, etc.
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MADE IN SWEDEN

alrguns

W
FX DREAI\}I'I-.,I;] E

The FX Dreamline is a modular air rifle which can be
converted into any Dreamline variant. The FX Dreamline
has interchange calibre capability, interchangeable STX
Weight: 2.5kg barrel liner for different twist rates and an adjustable
Calibre: .177 /.22 / .25/ .30 AMP air regulator. It also features two pressure gauges
one for the tank and one for the air regulator, as well as

FX a high capacity magazine.
—2><

DREAMLINE CLASSIC
WILDCAT MK2

DREAMLINE LITE

Synthetic

LS
Weight: 2.67 - 2.8 kg
Calibre: .177 /.22 /.25 /.30

¥
—» Smooth-twist x barrel system
: | (with changeable core barrel liner
A— - — to obtain various twist rates)
\"J’E_@ « Adjustable match trigger
P \e= - Length 76cm

* Pressure gauge
* 1/2” UNF muzzle thread

Walnut

Quick Detachable Picatinny Adaptor
5 Leg Positions

Extendable Leg Length

Cant & Pan Function (Lockable)
Carbon Fibre Legs

Taper Lock For Rigid Leg Hold

\”f@
« First Focal Plane ‘\ﬁg

* Zero reset target turrets (lockable)

« Half incremental mil-dot reticle

« Parallax adjustment 10 yds to infinity
* 30mm scope tube

SFP9-SF Tactical

HECKLER & KOCH

PH: (03) 56681940 HE';;"SE.;.“%%
E-mail: info@sportingguns.com.au - GUNS

Web: www.hermannsguns.com.au e S



Basic Ballistics ..o

A blast from the past

he accompanying photograph
shows a form of packaging (some-

what tatty) that’s unusual for .303"

cartridges of the World War II era
and which suggests there could be a sepa-
rate pattern of ball cartridges - other than

the familiar Mk 7 and Mk 8 - in use at that

time. Not so.

A good authoritative explanation for
this apparent anomaly can be found by
searching the textbooks of ammunition
of that era, which state this ‘Red Label’
ammo is ammunition supplied to and used
by the RAF for its controlled guns. It’s
not a separate design of its own, rather
it comprises a ‘sub-species’ that was
manufactured in the normal manner, but
after its final acceptance testing had been
completed was selected as being held
to tighter tolerances than that standard
ammunition made for general service.
Such tolerances of major interest here are
those relating to the ignition time of the
primers, the action time of the complete
rounds and so on.

Incidentally, the term ‘controlled gun’
refers to a machine-gun mounted in an aero-
plane, which has its rate of fire and time of
fire synchronised with the rotation of the
propeller as well as to the pilot’s trigger.

The general designation of this special
ammunition (ie, ball, tracer or otherwise)
is the same as the corresponding types of

RO CWINCHESIFR @0

303.BALL CARTRIDGE

M‘-Fﬂﬁ u'!.l;‘_m ..l.:lj-l.'.llh"r

20 WINONESTER 20
.303 BALL CAKIKIDGE

174 GR. FULL FATCH
MADIE i L. S A

The Red Label .303 Ball Cartridge ammunition.

general Service ammunition but with the
addition of the words ‘Special for RAF Red
Label’.

In earlier days military aircraft were
fitted with very thin, fragile wings (usually
in a double-decker arrangement) that, while
capable of supporting the aircraft, were
generally far too thin to accept the plane’s
armament of one or more machine guns.
This raised serious problems since the only
other reasonable mounting for the neces-
sary guns was on the body of the aircraft,
which immediately raised another serious
problem - that of allowing those guns to fire
forward without fouling the propeller. Sev-

BENCH\.JADE

HUMNT SERIES

= Premium Materials
= Absolutely Rellable
* Superior Edge Retention

KNIVES AS HARD AS
WHERE YOU USE THEM

cEek. T
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www.knifeshopaustralia.com.au

Dealer Enquiries Welcomie: inif

eral patented systems were devised that

allowed the guns to be mounted securely
on the rear of the engine block and to fire
forward. So far, so good.

In the British service, the guns con-
cerned were usually the normal Vickers
machine-guns that had been stripped of
their water-cooling systems and gener-
ally lightened up a bit. Such guns were
then fitted with the patented sears that
converted them to self-loading rather
than fully automatics - that is, requiring
a separate operation of the sear for each
individual shot.

This single trigger-operation-per-shot
was driven by a flexible cable taken from,
and timed by the camshaft of the engine.
Thus, only when the camshaft, and hence
the propeller, were in the correct pre-
selected position could the pilot’s trigger
cause the gun to fire one shot and to reset
itself for another shot, which could only
subsequently be fired when the camshaft
was next aligned as above and the trigger
remained down.

When correctly set up the gun fired
each time a gap in the propeller arc was
in line with the gun and con-
tinued to fire at a rate equal
to the engine revs. Problems
all solved provided the ammo
was consistent - that is, was
of Red Label standard.
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Savage 10/110 Trophy Hunter XP
Combo - with Weaver 3-9x40 Scope
Mounted. Available in 223, 243, .270 , .308
and .30-06. Was $+378, Now $995

i

Savage 11/111 Trophy Hunter XP
Combo - with Weaver 3-9x40 Scope
Mounted. Available in .223, .22-250, .243,
.270, TmmRemMag, .308, .30-06 and 300
Win Mag. Was $1266, Now $895

Savage 93 R17 FVSR
Very Limited Stock. Just $560

NEW GRS Bifrost.............cccoouvurnecnens $855
Available for Howa/Vanguard, Savage 10 &
110, Rem 700 and Mauser 98

Special While Stocks Last

GRS Bi-Frost for Tikka............. Just $699
GRS Berserk ..........ccoc.oomrvmerrrnnnrnns $735

Available for Tikka T3 and T3x, Tikka CTR,
Savage 12 & 16, Rem 700 Short and Long
Action, and Howa Short Action.

GRS Sporter Stock..........uueveesmmeeeeens $965
GRS Sporter Stock Blank. .$880
GRS Hunter Stock............ .$965
GRS Hunter Stock Blank.. .$880
GRS Hybrid Stock............ .$1115
GRS Hybrid Stock Blank...... .$1030
GRS Kelbley X-Eater Stock.. ..$1115
GRS Kelbley X-Eater Blank.............. $1030

www.maghumsports.com.au 19 Babbage Rd
Roseville Chase NSW 2069

OI’

we aim to please

G5 LEUPOLD

Leupold VX-Freedom

(VRS ; W=

VX-Freedom 1.5-4x20 Duplex............ $365
VX-Freedom 1.5-4x20 Pig Plex.......... $365
VX-Freedom 1.5-4x20 AR-Bal Mil...... $440
VX-Freedom 2-7x33 Duplex
VX-Freedom 2-7x33 Rimfire.
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 Duplex.
VX-Freedom 3-9x50 Duplex
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 Muzzle Loader... $440
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 CDS Duplex ...... $530
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 AR mil TMR....... $440

$365
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 450 Bushmaster .. $440
$540
$540
Leupold Thermals =
Leupold LTO Tracker H
.......................................................... $1180
Leupold LTO Tracker HD _
6X Thermal Viewer........cooc..oeevvvenes $1655

Leupold LTO Quest
HD Thermal ..................

Leupold LTO Quest
Thermal.......cveeeneeeenneens

VX-6HD Scopes
VX-6HD 1-6X24 ......ovvvrerererrrrcrirenene
VX-6HD 2-12x42
VX-6HD 3-18x44
VX-6HD 3-18x50

VX-6HD 4-24x52 34mm ......cormrrernn. $3220
VX-R Scopes
1.25-4X20 ..o $845

VX-5HD Scopes

VX-5HD 1-5X24 ... $1180
VX-5HD 1-5X24 llluminated.............. $1290
VX-5HD 2-10x42........ccovne... ...$1180
VX-5HD 2-10x42 CDS ZL2...............$1290
VX-5HD 3-15x44 CDS ZL2 SF ......... $1450
VX-5HD 3-15x44 CDS ZL2 SF lllum.$1610
VX-5HD 3-15x56 CDS ZL2 SF lllum.$1775

——

Leupold LRP (Long Range Precision)
All 30mm tube with Side Focus
First Focal Plane Models Available (FFP)

VX-3i LRP 4.5-14x50 Second Focal Plane.$1370
VX-3i LRP 4.5-14x50 First Foical Plane .....$1530
VX-3i LRP 6.5-20x50 Second Focal Plane.$1450
VX-3i LRP 6.5-20x50 First Focal Plane.......$1610
VX-3i LRP 8.5-25x50 Second Focal Plane.$1530
VX-3i LRP 8.5-25x50 TMR Ret FFP............ $1610

VX-3i - Includes Delivery

PP

VK31 1.5-5X20. s only $675
— -

V31 2.5-8K36..oo only $675
i

VX-31 3.5-10X40. o only $675
P S—

VX3 4.5-14X50. . only $930

il

VX-3i 3.5-10X50.....c0criverrereirirerrieriinns $790
VX-3i 3.5-10x56 30mm llluminated..$1370
VX-3i 4.5-14x40 ....$840
VX-3i 4.5-14x40 30mm Side Focus .$840
VX-3i 4.5-14x50 30mm Side Focus..$1095
VX-3i 4.5-14x56 30mm llluminated..$1610
VX-3i 6.5-20x40 EFR TGT .....cevveee $1175
VX-3i 6.5-20x50 30mm Side Focus.. $1450

RANGEFINDERS

Leupold RX-2800 TBR/W.
Leupold RX-1600 TBR/W
Leupold RX-1600 TBR/W Camo......... $710
Leupold RX-1600 TBR/W Blaze Orange $710
Leupold RX-1300 TBR/W........... .

Leupold RX-1300 TBR/W Camo.........
Leupold RX-650 ......ccvvereereereeneenernenns

FEDERAL.D)

Federal Small

Pistol Primer Special
While Stocks Last
$69 per 1000.

$627 per 10000

@RUGER

$30 Post Australia Wide!

Ruger Charger Takedown
Reduced to Clear. Just $499

MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
SAT: 8am - 3pm
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

$15 flat rate post

in Australia.

*Excluding firearms and
dangerous goods

Bushnell

Bushnell Specials
Bushnell 3500 3-9x40 Multi-X
Japanese Made. Lifetime Warranty.

Was $380........cccoverreerrrnnnne Now Just $265

Rimfire

Bushnell Rimfire 3-9x40 BDC Turrets...$235
Bushnell Rimfire 3-12x40 BDC Turrets.$240
Bushnell Rimfire 6-18x40 BDC Turrets.$250

Spotting Scopes
Trophy Xtreme 20-60x65 Kit......
Trophy Xtreme 16x48x50 Kit
Sentry 18-36X50 Kit..........ceveverrerne $220
Legend Ultra HD 20-60x80 Kit........... $810

Bushnell Legend HD Binoculars

8XA42 E SEHES.....vvorvverrererersreessseeniens $295
10x42 E Series........
8x42 L Series.
10x42 L Series.......$
8x42 M Series....
10X42 M SErgS....covververierrserrseraeenns $560

(&) PELICAN

Pelican 1750 Case ......o...ervvvvrmervenens $470
Available in Black or Desert Tan

/f \5

GERMAN SPORT GUNS

GSG Specials

GSG Firefly 22Ir
GSG 1911 AD OPS 22Ir
GSG 1911 Target 22Ir ...

Scope not
included

2 MONTH LAY-BY WITH A 20% DEPOSIT

for all orders anywhere



Clay Target Q&A .. o

I'm a believer that clay target

shooting isn’t technically a very

hard sport to learn as opposed
to more physical activities like golf or
tennis, but what I'm finding difficult is
the mental approach. I find hitting clays
far easier in practice than in competition.
Any advice in this area would be greatly
appreciated.
Michael McKenna, Qld

This is a question I've covered
Abefore in many different ways and

for the most part I tend to agree
with your comment. Certainly the techni-
cal aspects of golf can be quite complex
and the variety of situations a golfer must
perfect to be competitive at the highest
level outweigh what most elite shotgun-
ners would face.

To explain that further, consider a
round of traditional Skeet broken down
simply into eight different stations with
targets being released from only two fixed
machines. The amount of different shots
required is reasonably defined as less
than a couple of dozen. In golf, the pos-
sibilities for different scenarios found in
any one round could be endless, particu-
larly where someone like me tends to find
their ball after driving off the tee! What’s
very similar between the two sports is
the mental approach and this aspect will
more or less determine who the winners
and losers at the top level will be.

Whether you're standing over a two-

£ Night Vision

AUSTRALIA

FLIR Scout 11 640

I Lo Debection Diskece
0 10 Yeor Wamanty 0o Seasor
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You must develop a
mental preparation
before each shot that’s
simple and repetitive.

metre putt to win a tournament or having
to hit the last clay target to take home
the monthly trophy at your local range,
you’ll no doubt be faced with one particu-
lar constant when placed under pressure.
That is, the ‘little man in your head’ (or
‘little woman’ for female sportspeople)
who’ll be firing instructions so you can
take home the prize. You think that voice
is there to help you become a champion
but in reality it’s quite the opposite as it’s
really the devil, only there to destroy you.
A wolf in sheep’s clothing.

The trick to shooting successfully is
to perfect your technique on the practice
range so that in competition you ‘just do
it” without having to tell yourself techni-
cal information. This can be much harder
than you think and, as a general rule, the
bigger the competition and the closer you
come to winning, the louder the voice
becomes. Until you miss. And lose. Then
the voice is silent.

I'm constantly amazed at how some
competitors shoot world record scores
in practice yet are not within 10 per cent
of that the next day in competition. You

Unit 5/45 Huntloy Street, Alxanddda, NSW 2075

‘wranw, nightvision,com.au

Cono NSR335 Thermal
Rifle Scope

125 1.35km Detection Distance
£ Only 380 geoms
2 50Hz Refrith Rene

must develop a mental preparation before
each shot that’s simple and repetitive.
The more complex your pre-shot routine,
the harder it will be to replicate when
your heart starts thumping at 150 beats a
minute at the end of your round.

No matter what routine you develop it
must be void of the mass quantity tech-
nical data rushing through your head at
the moment you call for the target to be
released. Of course shooting, as in golf,
requires the technical and mechanical
aspects to be perfected in practice so
your brain has the knowledge and con-
fidence to let you perform these tasks
under pressure. Your brain is a marvel-
lous piece of equipment and will work for
you under the stress of competition if you
let it. That little voice yelling at you is
simply interfering with your brain and the
knowledge it has absorbed during quality
training.

See the target, shoot it. Standing over
that two-metre putt requires you to
assess the correct line and hit the ball.
The more you complicate it the greater
your chances of missing.

Send questions to:
russell@goshooting.com.au

0290510574

salesanightvision.com.ou

FLIR Co-Mini Might Vision Clip On

I Convert Your Doy Scope To & Night Scope
2 High Definifion Amevicon Tabe
12, Up To G Day Scope Mogaification
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Got a question - ask our

TOP SHe

* John Dunn ¢ Paul Miller * Greg Riemer * Geoff Smith ¢ Barry Wilmot

Hello and thanks for a great

magazine. [ recently bought

my first rifle, a Winchester

XPR .243, to try my hand at
target shooting. Have been to the range a
few times and am getting to know the rifle
but having trouble with consistency. After
sighting in at 25 or 50m I move out to 100m
and have a go, aiming to shoot as tight a
group as I can, but the more I shoot the
worse | seem to become!

Is it possible, being a beginner, that my
grip either at the fore-end or stock/shoulder
is too tight or am I simply firing too many
rounds too soon? After firing a few shots I
lose the target completely in my sight and
must go looking for it again and generally
find my shots have not grouped well at all,
both possibly due to my incorrect holding
and the rifle moving too much when I shoot.

As I become frustrated I try harder and
more than likely am firing too many rounds
as the barrel is very hot before I know it.
Could someone shine a light on where I
can correct things. I'm shooting seated off
a concrete bench with a bi-pod. Any help
appreciated as I'd love to improve and prog-
ress to longer range eventually.

Gus Keenan, via email

The Winchester XPR is a very

practical rifle designed for hunting,

not target shooting, so perhaps

you're expecting a little more than
the rifle is capable of delivering in terms of
group size. That said, there are a few things
you can do to improve your results.

First up make sure all the appropriate
screws are tight - on the action, scope
base(s), mounts and scope rings. To sight in,
set the rifle up on your bench in sandbags,
one under the forearm the other under the
buttstock. The bags can be adjusted so the
rifle rests steadily and consistently in the
same place on the bench with the scope
aligned on the target. In that position all
you have to do is hold the rifle steady and
fire your shots. You don’t need a death grip
on the forearm or wrist of the stock, just
enough pressure to allow the rifle to be fired
comfortably and consistently.

While a bipod is a handy piece of kit in the
field, off a concrete bench many will bounce
under recoil and I suggest that’s a significant
contributor to the problems you've been
experiencing with group sizes and losing the
target. Sandbags will eliminate those issues.

When sighting in, hasten slowly. If you
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heat the barrel up you increase the possi-
bility of shots walking or spraying the target
instead of grouping. Most new barrels also
benefit from a running-in process and accu-
racy generally improves over time.

All ammunition is not made equal so
you'll have to try a range of different brands
and perhaps bullet weights to find out what
your rifle prefers to shoot. When changing
ammunition, clean the barrel before moving
on to the next to give each lot a chance to
show you what it can do. Down the track
you may find carefully developed handloads
will produce better results than factory
ammunition. Finally, practice whenever you
can - the long-term benefits will be worth it.
John Dunn

I've always wondered why old
style military rifles were gener-
ally timbered right up to the
muzzle but have never seen
any explanation (maybe everyone knows
except me!) Is it for protection of this easily-
damaged part of the barrel bore, something
to do with the attachment of the bayonet or
control of the barrel’s secondary movement
when firing? This seems contrary to the
emphasis to ensure a fully floating barrel
for the .22 Savage I once owned. With the
weight of clobber, equipment, ammunition
etc it would be preferable the arms carried
by foot soldiers were of reasonable weight,
which can’t be said of the Lee-Enfield.

A deceased friend served on the Kokoda
track during WWII and, being of small
stature, he was ever grateful to be able to
discard the Lee-Enfield when issued with
the Owen Gun. Further, my uncle was a
sniper in France during WWI and I was
interested in the type of rifle he’d have used
as, from handed down family information, it
wasn'’t the standard issue Lee-Enfield .303
but a rifle specifically made for the purpose.
Ross Robinson, via email

Interesting set of questions Ross.
Certainly a free floating barrel
provides greater accuracy in a
sporting rifle but military require-
ments go well beyond accuracy. If you
examine infantry longarms from ‘the begin-
ning’ (about the year 1400) you’ll find most
have an extended stock that goes virtu-
ally to the muzzle. In muzzleloading days
this was important as the stock provided
a chassis upon which to mount the barrel,
lock and trigger, which were separate parts

* Rod Pascoe

email: edit@ssaa.org.au

in those days and even up to the mid-19th
century.

Also, a bayonet was an important weapon
as these firearms in close quarters combat
were limited to a single shot. Using the
now unloaded rifle as a ‘spear’ meant
imposing a lot of force on the barrel, so
the extended fore-wood provided support.
Likewise, in muzzleloading days having an
extended fore-end meant the ramrod could
be securely housed within its ‘pipes’ in the
stock.

Although such weapons could only be
fired and reloaded a few times per minute in
combat, the barrel would inevitably become
hot, so having the timber stock surrounding
it gave insulation to protect the shooter’s
hand. As muzzleloaders gave way to breech-
loading single shot, then repeating rifles, the
tradition of having an extended fore-wood
remained. Bayonets soon became attached
via a separate lug near the muzzle, but the
strength of the timber fore-wood would have
been a consideration.

Concerning accuracy, the Lee-Enfield .303
‘full wood’ target rifle, usually with a care-
fully bedded barrel, was used by generations
of big-bore rifle shooters to give exceptional
accuracy in competition over very long
ranges. It is only in the past half century or
so that military rifles have moved away from
extended fore-wood stocks.

Regarding weight, the Lee-Enfield No.1
MK3 rifle your late friend used would have
weighed 8.61b (3.9kg), the same as the FN
FAL 7.62 rifle that replaced it. Certainly the
Owen Gun was acknowledged by our troops
as being easier to handle and more effec-
tive at close quarters than the SMLE rifle,
although Ian Hogg quotes the weight of this
sub-machine-gun as 9Ib 50z (4.28kg).

During WWI our snipers were issued with
scope-sighted Enfield No.3 MK1 rifles or the
Pattern 1914 (P-14) US-made Mauser-style
actions made by Winchester, Remington and
Eddystone.

Geoff Smith

I have a Howa Mini .223 which
I use at a 100m range. Normally
I shoot with 55gr projectiles
and the groupings with a cold
barrel out to 100m are 2%" but when the
barrel warms up they go everywhere. So I
tried 64gr and achieved a better and more
consistent grouping. I'd like to use the 64gr
but the barrel still gets warm and they start
to spray a bit. My question is: should I have



a heavy barrel installed and, if so, what twist
should it be.
Ron Manning, via email

The Howa 1500 mini action is a

lightweight rifle with the very

short action tailored specifically for

artridges like your .223. It also

has a light 20" barrel to help with weight
reduction and portability. They’'ve received
good reviews with regard to accuracy and
trigger pull but are not target rifles, rather
very handy hunting rifles well suited to
carrying around the valleys and hills and as
such you can’t expect fine target accuracy
from them. Two-inch groups are fine in a
lightweight hunting rifle that will be used
at relatively close ranges, especially if by
experimenting you can tighten up those
groups a bit. If you can get to around an
inch you should be very pleased with your-
self and your rifle.

It’s not uncommon for rifles to open up
their groups especially if you do enough
shooting quickly enough to really warm up
a light barrel. This is often caused by the
barrel coming in contact with the barrel
channel in the stock fore-end. You can fix
this by having the bedding relieved a bit to
make sure it’s free-floating all the time. You
can also bed the action or have a gunsmith
do this for you.

The website for Outdoor Sporting
Agencies, who import Howa rifles into
Australia, says your rifle has a 1:9 twist
which is very fast for a conventional 22
centrefire rifle. That might also explain
why it prefers those heavier 64gr projec-
tiles. Before rebarreling I suggest you
experiment with loading some even heavier
bullets around 75gr to see how your barrel
likes them. Swift Scirocco make a premium
hunting bullet in 62 and 75gr which are
magnificent performers in my 1:8 twist .220
Swift barrel.

A new barrel is an expensive item but
would certainly give you an even faster
twist in your rifling to stabilise the longest
bullets in your .223 - I'd go for a 1:8 twist.
You can still shoot lighter projectiles but
also stabilise the longest of .22 bullets right
up to 80gr. This also increases the versa-
tility of your Howa as these longer, heavier
bullets are more suited to shooting pigs and
goats as they're constructed as game bullets
rather than the lighter explosive varmint
projectiles that feature predominantly in
the lighter .22 cal bullets weights available.

Putting on a fast twist barrel will introduce
you to a new world of fun and learning,
particularly if you're a reloader.

Paul Miller

I notice Lapua has introduced
a 6.5 Creedmoor case with a
small rifle primer pocket as
apposed to the large primer
pocket on Federal cases. What’s that all
about?
Darryl, via email

It’s all about horses for courses.
The 6.5 Creedmoor and 6.5x47
Lapua cartridges are very similar
in capacity and design but were
conceived with different goals in mind.
The 6.5x47 was designed for international
300m matches, where the ideal is a heavy
projectile with a high ballistic coefficient at
median velocity to decrease the recoil and
turbulence associated with high velocity
loads. Bear in mind that 300m is a relatively
short distance and the small primer was
found to give lower variations than the large
one for this specialist task.

The 6.5 Creedmoor was conceived for
NRA matches which can stretch to 1000m,
an infinitely more challenging task. The
large rifle primer was found to more reliably
ignite the charges of slow burning powder
used to drive heavy, ballistically efficient
projectiles to maximum velocity from long
barrels.

Since introduction, both cartridges have
been used for tasks far removed from
their original design, both being popular
in a number of target disciplines and the
6.5 Creedmoor as a hunting cartridge. So
with both being used at close, medium and
distant ranges their requirements have
overlapped.

The Creedmoor has more availability in
factory rifles so is being used for a lot of
close and medium distance target events
where the small rifle primer case may
give better accuracy and Lapua has been
proactive in introducing this case. I use
Federal large rifle cases in my Silhouette
rifle, mainly because I use AR2209 behind
139gr of Lapua Scenars in my 500m ram
loads, but prefer Lapua small rifle cases
in my Field and Position rifle as the
maximum range is 200m and I'm using
AR2206 and AR2208 behind 108 and 123gr
Scenars. Testing has shown the RWS small
rifle primers I use give me an edge in my

sitting post 200m loads and I'll take any
edge I can get!
Greg Riemer

I'm learning the art of reloading
and there’s a lot of good infor-
mation about but I'd like to
learn how to load subsonic
ammo for my 7.62x39mm rifle. Could you
tell me how to achieve this using Hornady
projectiles in 150gr (.312") and 125gr
(.311"). Any information appreciated.
Jim, via email

The 7.62x39mm Russian is not a

round that generally lends itself to

subsonic loading (less than 1100fps

uzzle velocity). Be aware that

simply reducing the powder charge below
that recommended in your reloading manual
is not a safe practice as there has to be a
certain volume of powder in a cartridge case
to ensure safe and consistent pressures.
Above or below that volume and unsafe
pressures are possible which could mean
damage to your firearm and yourself.

Having said that, you could try a reduced
powder charge of ADI’s Trail Boss by the
recommend method (Australian Shooter,
December 2018 P56) with your 150gr
bullets and may be able to get the bullets
down to subsonic velocities while main-
taining safe pressures. I've calculated the
safe starting load using Trail Boss is 6.6
grains (70 per cent of available volume in
the case). It’s safe to increase this load but
do not go below this charge trying to chase a
slower velocity.

A number of manufacturers supply
7.62x39 rifles fitted with .308" barrels rather
than in .310-311". If your rifle is one of those
you could try a heavier .308" bullet such
as the ones used in the 300 AAC Blackout
cartridge that can be safely loaded to sub-
sonic velocities using .308" calibre bullets
between 200 and 220 grains weight. Even
with these heavier bullets please heed the
warnings on safe pressures.

Be aware also that heavier and longer
bullets have to be seated further into the
case which in turn affects how you measure
the available space in the case from which to
calculate your safe starting load. Remember
a faster rifling twist rate will be required
to stabilise the heavier bullet and a longer
cartridge overall length may be an issue for
your rifle’s magazine.

Rod Pascoe
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John McDougaII

uck hunting in Australia has

been a cultural pursuit even

before white settlement - the

harvest of wild duck undertaken
by the Aboriginal people who would throw
their hunting sticks at large mobs of ducks
then swim out to retrieve their booty.

When the British arrived they brought
with them a far more effective method of
hunting ducks - firearms - and seeing the
abundance here was a means of providing
for the table. Wild duck has always been
viewed as a delicacy and remains so.

Free from genetically modified foods and
hormones, the birds are about as ‘clean’ as
you can reap food from nature.

The seasons regulated in modern times
are implemented for the purposes of
conserving duck numbers as our forebears
were a touch ‘careless’ in their manage-
ment of wild duck. They operated without
proper seasons that took into account
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breeding and additionally the numbers of
birds that can be hunted each year due to
the ‘boom and bust’ drought interludes
found in this country with its often exten-
sive dry periods.

So today we have a highly standardised
duck season that often jades hunters but
generally, when decisions for seasons and
bag limits are made on a sound scientific
basis, there are no complaints, though
hunters do come under political pressure
from the ‘green’ faction and animal rights
groups without consideration of the facts
and where emotion is leading the charge.

Having obtained a shooter’s licence it’s
now compulsory for aspiring hunters to
undertake what’s known as a Waterfowl
Identification Test, run by each state’s
game management authority to assess the
hunter’s ability to distinguish between
game and non-game species.

An application form must be filled out and

can usually be done online then the appli-
cant is delegated a time and venue to sit
the test. Cost is around $45 and on passing
you're given a Waterfowl Identification
Test certificate which enables you to hunt
and shoot waterfowl. All states have made
the test compulsory before any hunter is
allowed to shoot waterfowl and you need
only sit it once.

Unlike most shotgun hunting in Australia
the would-be duck shooter must use non-
toxic shot such as steel, or ‘soft iron’ as it’s
sometimes known, which is compulsory
for waterfowl hunting. While you can shoot
rabbits, hares, foxes and other introduced
game such as pheasant and partridge with
lead shot, waterfow] hunting over wetlands
and other waterways must be undertaken
with steel shot, the only exception being
in the destruction of waterfowl on a game
permit in NSW during rice growing season.

Ballistically, lead and steel shot are quite
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What you need to know for duck season

different and steel shot generally requires
a dedicated steel shot-proofed gun unless
you're content to shoot smaller shot sizes,
less than #3 shot (sizes 4, 5, 6 and 7). A
steel shot-proofed shotgun costs anything
from $800 upwards starting with the very
basic South American-made Boito.

There are various Turkish brands -
Huglu, Yildiz and Radikal moving up to the
ATA - then come Italian-made Bettinsoli
and Franchi, before rising closer to the
$2000 mark with the Japanese Browning
and Miroku models. Upwards from there
we can sample a premium Italian Beretta,
closer to the $3000 price tag.

Most of these brands have choke tubes
suited to steel shot use, remembering
you’re probably better off shooting steel
shot modified and full choke just as you
would for lead shot use, unless shooting
less than 25m over decoys, in which case
you’d use the more open chokes and
possibly smaller shot sizes.

Ammunition brands vary in price and
all are imported from either England,
America or New Zealand. I've had good
results using Eley, Gamebore, Remington
and Winchester but have yet to try New
Zealand Falcon loads despite hearing good
reports. Velocities vary from 1450fps to
1700fps with the Remington loads lethal
on ducks. Faster loads are suited to distant
shooting and ‘pass’ shooting beside a wide
river or open swamp where it may be
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difficult to move closer to ducks, however
slower loads at 1450fps are general all-
rounders for decoys and closer shooting out
to 35m.

When buying ammunition, whether for
the opening weekend or the whole season,
the rule of thumb is to go two sizes larger
than you’d use for lead shot hunting. I
prefer size 2 or 3 steel shot in my first
barrel at more distant ducks and size 4 at
closer ducks, say over decoys.

The principle is that larger and faster
steel shot loads coupled with a tighter
choke are used for further shots, and
smaller more open chokes for closer shots
on waterfowl. If using a multi-choke or
interchangeable choke tube gun, I recom-
mend greasing the choke tubes before
inserting and taking your choke tube
spanner with you to check their tightness.
And only ever check choke tubes and their
tension when the gun is unloaded.

Now you may want to consider clothing.
Your local disposal store will stock a
variety of army camo gear while specialist
manufacturers such as New Zealand firm
Ridgeline have some great camo kit, both
lightweight and heavy duty, for all types
of duck hunting. I wear a set of Ridgeline
over-pants and lightweight over-top as well
as some polar fleece for colder hunting
conditions such as those found in Tasmania.

Something else to consider are waders.
There are fancy but expensive neoprene

waders from the US which are highly
serviceable, warm and waterproof but you
won’t get much change out of $400-$500
depending on what you’re after. I have two
pairs of A.S. Horne waders I'm happy with,
which can be custom-made and you're
supporting an Australian manufacturer.

I choose thigh waders for shallow water
and full-length for waist-high water and
am done with cheap waders from disposal
stores or fishing outlets as they don’t last
and holes start to appear soon after you
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What you need to know for duck season

start wearing them. That’s one of the
bonuses of Horne waders - they can be
returned for professional repair and the
vinyl they’re made from is highly service-
able, lasting many years. As a note of
warning [ suggest waders are not worn in
a boat as, if the boat happens to upturn,
waders have a tendency to upturn the
wearer as they fill with air and keep you
upside down.

With the reduction in bag limits I've
taken to using a cartridge belt and shooting
jacket combination for holding shells.
Remember to keep steel shot loads dry
as, if they become wet, there’s a chance of
them rusting and turning into a solid clump
and firing such ammunition will destroy
your shotgun.

Decoys are useful for attracting ducks as
is the skilled hunter who can master a duck
caller, but with so many decoy brands and
callers on the market you must learn how
to use them properly - you want to attract
ducks, not scare them off.

Statutory requirements vary from state
to state. Legislative bodies such as Game

Management Authority in Victoria put
State by state: The 2019 duck hunting season postings on their website to indicate what
public game waters are open or closed and

Victoria South Australia Tasmania ) . e 1
for h h r's |
Season opening  March 16-May19 March 16-June 30 March 9-June 10 gﬁg ;[N;)Tg:érttigi;‘éwégfsanztf:g tl: ;g(:}[((:)e
weekend shoot freely on private waters - you must
Start times 9am Saturday, 15mins before sunrise 30mins before have permission, preferably in writing.
8am Sunday, hunting both days, hunting sunrise both days, Please refer to the chart for an indication
ceases 30 mins after ceases 30 mins after hunting ceases of the present situation for duck hunting in
sunset sunset 30nm1rtxs alific the states of Victoria, Tasmania and South
sunse Australia. The Northern Territory also has
Start times 30 mins before sunrise Same as opening Same as opening a duck season but much later in the year.
rest of season to 30 mins after sunset ~ weekend weekend As a further reference and update
Opening weekend Four game ducks Eight game ducks Ten game ducks including the various hunting codes of
bag limit per day per day per day practice, check the website from each state.
Rest of season  Five game ducks Eight game ducks Ten game ducks Hunters’ handbooks are also issued by the
bag limit per day per day per day states which highlight any changes and
Permitted species Mountain Duck, Pacific Black, Grey Teal,  Pacific Black, Grey expand on thls basic reference resource.
Chestnut Teal, Grey Chestnut Teal, Wood Teal, Chestnut Teal, Happy hunting!
Teal, Pacific Black, Duck, Pink-eared, Mountain Duck, ) ] ] )
Pink-eared, Wood Duck, Hardhead, Mountain Duck Wood Duck * Further information: Victoria - Customer
Hardhead Service Centre 136 186 gma.vic.gov.au;
Prohibited species Blue-winged Shoveler Blue-winged Shoveler Blue-winged South Austrahz} - Fauna Permit Unit (08) .
Shoveler, Hardhead, 8124 4972 environment.sa.gov.au; Tasmania
Pink-eared, - Qame Services Tasmania (03) 6777 2054
Plumed Tree Duck dpipwe.tas.gov.au. @
Hunters MUST  Immediately retrieve all Immediately retrieve all ~ Immediately
duck shot and salvage at  downed birds as they retrieve all downed
least the breast meat of  are shot birds as they are shot
duck they harvest
Drones No use of aircraft No use of aircraft No use of aircraft
or drones or drones or drones
Electronic callers Not prohibited Not prohibited Prohibited
Artificial decoys Permitted Permitted Permitted
Retrieving dogs  Permitted Permitted Permitted
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MIT0GAME30C - Available Barrel Length 30”

{( GAUGE 12 TRIGGER Fixed

CHAMBER 3k CHOKES INC  3x Invector+ Full Modified
S— STOCK Timber Camo Finish RIB WIDTH 6 mm
b PULL LENGTH  375mm SIGHTS Brass Bead

SPORTING COMB 36mm PAD 1" Recoil ’\/'AX'S

SHOTGUNS HEEL 56mm

Disappear into the reeds with the MK70 Game Camo in Realtree® Max5. Perfect for the upcoming Duck Season. The hard wearing matte finish will stop barrel shine giving you away and
protect your gun in the process. 1 inch recoil pad, 3 inch chamber, and tough Invector Plus chokes make this gun ready to go straight from the rack to the swamp. Get your limit with Miroku.

AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING STOCKISTS! Northern Vic Ammo Supplies  Tungamah VIC  Halls Firearms Hermit Park QLD
A & W Grassi Oxley VIC  O'Reillys Firearms Thornbury VIC The Qutpost Park Avenue QLD
Alpine Country Morwell VIC Presto's Hunting & Shooting - Mildura VIC  TheBarn Oakey QLD
Bairnsdale Firearms Bairnsdale VIC  Quinns Sports Power Hamilton VIC Coolalinga Guns & Ammo  Coolalinga NT

Blueys Bait & Tackle Wodonga VIC  RFScott & Co Wendouree VIC  Abela's Gunshop Campbelltown  NSW
Clayton Firearms Clayton VIC  Smiths Qutdoors Bendigo East  VIC Elks Hunting & Fishing Albury NSW
GFD Guns & Ammo Kyabram VIC  Swan Hill Fishing & Shooting ~ Swan Hill VIC Grafton Firearms South Grafton ~ NSW
Gunco Superstore St Albans VIC  Wild Outdoors North Shore VIC Gunpro Dubbo NSW
H. Rehfisch & Co Ballarat VIC  New Norfolk Gunshop New Norfolk ~ TAS  Horsley Park Gunshop Horsley Park NSW
Holts Gun Shop Colac VIC  Southern Range Sports Kingston TAS Riverina Hunting & Fishing ~ Griffith NSW
Howard & Schuback Sports Sale VIC  The Sports Hut Invermay TAS  Safari Firearms Bexley NSW
In Season Hunting & Fishing Warragul VIC  Fisher Firearms Wholesale Norwood SA Suffolk Outdoor Sports Lismore NSW
J & A Shooting Supplies Horsham VIC  The Adelaide Gun Shop Adelaid SA Target Solutions Nedlands WA

Melbourne Gun Works Tullamarine ~ VIC  Cleaver Firearms Margate QLD Roy Alexander & Sons Maylands WA

Miall's Gun Shop Frankston VIC  GiJoe's Guns & Ammo Ayr QLD South West Firearms Busselton WA

/
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ew sports are as age-inclusive

as shooting. Every day, shooting

events are held with competitors

from their early teens all the way
through to their 60s, 70s and beyond. Young
people in particular can gain a lot from time
spent at the range as the sport requires
dedication, concentration and consistency
while teaching responsibility and devel-
oping maturity in young shooters.

A recent event, sponsored by SSAA
National and with volunteers provided by
SSAA SA is a great example of introducing
juniors to our sport.

The 2019 Australian Scout Jamboree
Almost every competition has a category
for shooters at U-15 and U-18 level and
many clubs around Australia cater solely to
junior shooters. But nothing quite compares
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to the shooting range set up for the 2019
Australian Scouts Jamboree held in the tiny
South Australian town of Tailem Bend in
January.

More than 10,000 scouts aged between 11
and 14 travelled from all over the world to
take part. The scouts had about 150 activi-
ties to choose from yet, despite the huge
variety, every morning brought a stampeding
herd towards the shooting range. As I
arrived, numerous scouts were waiting for
the 9am start, many of them shooting for the
first time and others hoping to earn a much
sought-after ‘Bang’ badge.

Building the range

Long before anyone arrived at the Jamboree
much effort went into putting together the
purpose-built range, designed by SSAA
(SA) in less than a month, including police

Talbot on introducing
juniors to shooting

The much coveted and hard to
earn ‘Bang’ badge.



OPEN 7 DAYS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

= QLD GUN EXCHANGE
PHONE: 07 3393 0933 WITH 6 LINES FAX: 07 3393 07l

IJP youtube.com/user/qldgunexchange nfacebook.com/qldgunexchange

Remington. \’7 francolin TN
Ll RIGRY

Ilemillglon Mllllel 783 wa“““ Francolin nrms s_1 6 Tran
In store now. Same spec as the popular 783 : -
Synthetic now available with an attractive American New for 2019. Modern U/O sporting shotgun with

black walnut stock. Package includes 3-9x40 scope, a reasonable price tag. Steel receiver with white

] . chrome finish, single selective trigger, 30" barrels with i -
ﬁttgd anq bore-mghtgd, QG.E gu.nbag and sling, ventilated trap rib, 5 interchangeable chokes, Turkish Custom Blg Game 3,,75 Ha
Available in the following calibres: .223, .243, 6.5 - : : Double square bridge, stepped 24" barrel, plasma
walnut stock, hand oiled with adjustable comb. e -
CM, .270, 7mm RM, .308, .30-06, .300 WM. e nitride metalwork, Grade 7 Turkish walnut, colour
Ideal for entry level clay target competition. g : :
Package price $885 case hardened recoil bar, grip cap, safgty housmgvand
In store now - $1249 floorplate, Tudor rose engraved recoil bar and pins,

chequered bolt handle, gold RR logo on bolt handle,
gold serial number, leather recoil pad. Includes

leather and oak case, QD 30mm Recknagel rings.
m Viewing by appointment only.

a r m & Please call for more details.
nemingtﬂn Model 783 HBT A superb example of British craftsmanship.
In store now. Featuring 16.5" heavy barrel, $32,200

with muzzle thread, oversized bolt handle and
FDE synthetic stock. Package includes Picatinny
rail and bipod.
Available in the following calibres:
.223, 6.5 CM, .300 B/O, .308.

Package price $859

lastava Bunny Buster Package R
The Zastava Bunny Buster Package is back. Righy Highland Stalker

£ 4 Precision CZ99 rimfire rifle, scope, mounts, spare Traditional deerstalking rifle. English-style hand
- mag, bipod and hard case. finished Grade 5 walnut stock.
.22LR, .22WMR and .17HMR - $699 .275 Rigby (7x57), .308, .30-06,
Remington Model 783 Varmint 8x57, 9.3x62
Due July. Featuring 24" heavy barrel with muzzle Y/ All calibres now in store - $12,999
thread, oversized bolt handle and FDE synthetic M

stock. Package includes Picatinny rail and bipod.

Available in the following calibres: WORT EXXD
.223, 6.5 CM, .308. ..
’ N Best glass in its class
Package price $885 VIP Unlimited Lifetime Warranty L

New Leica Rangemaster 2800.COM
The Leica Rangemaster CRF 2800.COM delivers
accurate measurement data up to 2600 metres

i} Crossfire Il 2-7x32 Rimfire $266 (2800 yards), displayed within seconds at the touch
Remington Model 783 Package Crossfire Il 2-7x32 Plex $§45 of a button. The new Leica Rangemaster CRF 2800.
Legendary Remington accuracy, user adjustable Crossfire || 3-9x40 Plex $303 _ COM, features the first Leica rar)geﬁnder w!th
crossfire trigger, detachable magazine, Pillar bedded Crossfire Il 3-9x40 BDC $308 integrated Bluetooth. Together with the specially
stock and free-floating barrel, 3-9x40 scope, fitted Crossfire Il 3-9x50 BDC $347 designed smartphone app, this offers limitless
and bore sighted, includes QGE gunbag and sling. Crossfire Il 4-12x40A0 BDC $380 freedom and precision. Comblnlng precise distance
Grab some ammo, check your zero and you're ready Crossfire Il 4-12x44 Plex $352 measurement, the Leica ABC ballistics system,
to hunt. Available in the following calibres: .223, Crossfire Il 4-12x44 BDC $358 intuitive operation, Bluetooth technology and a
22-250, .243, .270, 7mm RM, .308, .30-06, .300WM Crossfire Il 6-18x44A0 BDC $457 unique design, Leica Y disf]zndards as a pioneer
: _ Crossfire Il 4-16x50A0 BDC $572 :
Still the best value - only $735 Crossfire Il 6-24x50A0 BDC $613 $1750

Queensland Gun Exchange & Fishing’ Prices subject to change. Prices do not include freight.
181-183 Wellington Road, Phone: 07 3393 0933 OPENING HOURS:

East Brisbane, QId 4169 Fax: 07 3393 071 | o - 30am - Spm

Sat: 8.30am - 3pm
PO Box 1223, Coorparoo, Qid 4151 Sun: 10am - 3pm

Email: sales@qldgunexchange.com Website: www.qldgunexchange.com

MI6Ig0sY

Subscribe to our e-Newsletter for weekly specials and sales information. Email admin@qldgunexchange.com or see our website for details.



Talbot on introducing juniors to shooting

approval. The 20m range had 18 lanes of
fire complete with baffling and targets on a
wall of hay bales, followed by one metre of
solid sand then more hay bales.

The range was operated by more than
30 SSAA volunteers who worked tirelessly

throughout the 10-day event, allowing thou-

sands of scouts to shoot much of the 75,000
rounds of ammunition. When I arrived on
the morning of the fifth day more than 1250
juniors had used the range.

The competition

On arrival, each group of scouts was given
a safety briefing where they answered
questions on different parts of a rifle and
general safety precautions. Following

the briefing they could decide if they still
wanted to shoot and I did see one opt out
(fair enough), though she happily watched
her fellow scouts shoot. As one group was
shooting another was given the safety
briefing before shooting, and the process
was repeated throughout the day.

The course of fire was 20 shots at a reac-
tive knock-down target, all built by SSAA
(SA) volunteers, followed by five shots at
a paper target. The best grouping on the
paper target from each detail was awarded
a ‘Bang’ badge exclusive to the Jamboree,
something which proved extremely popular
and created much buzz about what it took
to earn it.

Rifles used were the classic CZ 452
fitted with a scope set to 4x power and
given their availability, low-cost and ease
of use, you can’t go wrong introducing
juniors to shooting with a .22 rifle. Before
each scout reached the line of fire, two
10-bullet and one 5-bullet magazine were
loaded and ready to go, meaning no down
time. I believe having a clear and organ-
ised process for juniors at the line of fire
maximises their chances of success and
goes a long way to ensuring they enjoy the
experience.

= Scouis eagerly lining up outside the ’Bun
~ before lhe duy goi siuried i

32 Australian Shooter

Hay bales created a very cosy range.

My performance

One detail had 17 shooters so I seized my
chance to take part despite being neither a
scout nor junior shooter. But as someone
with way more experience than my competi-
tors I fancied my chances of topping the
detail and winning my own ‘Bang’ badge.

You'll be happy to know I comfortably hit all
targets and shot a respectable group even if
it was a little larger than ideal. That proved
my downfall as there was one grouping
better than mine and all I can say is well
done to the scout who beat me and I hope
they consider taking up shooting as a sport.
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RIDEGLINE Now Was
Arapahoe Boots 145.00 169:95
Camlite Boots 170.00 19995
Apache Boots 170.00 19995
Stalker Pack Buffalo Camo 99.00 149:.95
Ladies Alpine Pack 79.95 99:.95
Top To Toe Pack 94.95 99:95
Little Critters Pack Buffalo Camo 79.95 9995
Pro Hunt Fleece Jacket Nature Green 135.00 189.95
Pro Hunt Lite Jacket Nature Green 125.00 14995
Pro Hunt Fleece Pants Nature Green 119.00 43995
Torrent Il Jacket Buffalo Camo 187.00 299:95
Mallard Jacket Buffalo Camo 119.00 43995
Sable Airflow Long Sleeved Zip Top 63.00 7495
Sable Airflow Long Sleeve Shirt 55.00 64:95
Sable Airflow Pant 63.00 7495
Covert Air Flow Tee - Buffalo Camo 51.00 59:.95
Hock Straps - Set of 2 16.45 29:95
Hydro Day Pack - Blaze Camo, 3L Bladder 89.00 10495
Five Pocket Bum Bag, Buffalo Camo 49.95 59:95
Hydro Day Pack (Medium), Buffalo Camo 93.00 109:95
Gun Slinga Backpack - Buffalo Camo  110.00 129:95

TRU-SHOT Backpack 25
NOW $129 was

SABLE Airflow

SABLE
Airflow

MULE Backpack
NOW $125 was $149

Long Sleeve Zip Top

NOW $63
i Was $74.95

COLD STEEL

Airborne Compound Bow Package

Red Zone 3 Blade Broadhead 3 PK

PACK

T

. ARCHERY $

495.00
Vulture Compound Bow Package 325.00
Falcon Compound Bow Package 250.00
i Falcon Bow Only 135.00
i 1 Doz Carbon arrows to 60LB 69.95
i 1 Doz Carbon Arrows to 70LB 118.90
i Cobra All Adjust Release Aid 49.95
Tusker 125Gr Spirt Broadhead 6PK  29.95
Red Zone 2 Blade Broadhead 3PK 19.95

22.95

Suaghy
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GARRET
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Sporty's Warehﬂuse 32 Strathaird Rd Bundall QLD
 fax: (07) 5504 5357 ema:L Hlesﬁnyahcnrn.au

316511

AT Gold Detector
ACE 300i Detector

ACE 200i Detector
ACE 400i Detector

: GARMIN GPS $
{ Rino 750, GMRS/GPS Was $770  705.00
: GPSMAP® 64 Was $369 339.00
: eTrex 10 GPS Was $160 145.00

Alpha 100GPS + T5 Collar Was $1;699 999.00

STALKER NOW $99
Was $149

LITTLE CRITTERS PACK

Buffalo Camo

or Pink .

Pant Master Hunter ;
NOW $63 '“® NOW $155 NOW $79
Was $74:95 Was $225 Was $99

KNIVES $

0OId Timer Copperhead Linerlock  39.95
Old timer Blazer Stockman 39.95
Old timer sharpefinger 39.95
Old timer workmate 39.95
Old timer golden bear lock back 54.95
0ld timer trapper saw cut 39.95
CRKT K.I.S.S 69.95
CRKT PE.C.K 55.00
CRKT Tanto Black 79.95
CRKT Spear Black 79.95
CRKT Desert tactical 119.95
Osprey Razorback Pig Sticker 45.00
Cold Steel Master Hunter Plus 155.00
Cold Steel SRK 99.95
Cold Steel Recon Tanto 99.95
CRKT M16 Tanto Black 79.95
CRKT M16 Spear Black 79.95
Spec Plus SP-5 Survival 89.95
Spec Plus SP-6 Fighting Knife 79.95
Spec Plus SP-1 Combat 79.95
Dark Edge Bowie 49.95
Dispatch Fixed Blade 39.95

Buff River Pig Knife Rubber Handle 69.00
Buff River Pig Knife Wood Handle 79.00

Buff River Slaughter Knife Set 85.00
Buff River Survival Skinner 39.95
Buff River Knife Roll 75.00

— =

SCOPES $
Zeiss Terra 3-9x42 Plex 425.00
Zeiss Terra 4-12x42 Plex 495.00
Hawke 3-9x40 Mil Dot 165.00
Hawke 3-9x40 Rimfire 245.00
Hawke 6-18x50 223-308 515.00
Hawke Laser/Torch 165.00
Nikko Stirling 4x32 Mount Master  49.00
Nikko Stirling 3-9x40 Panamax 99.00
Nikko Stirling 6-18x50 Panamax 205.00

These specials & MORE on our NEW SITE -

AT Max International Detector
At Pro International Detector

Pro-Pointer AT Detector

Now Was
1,099.00 1,249.60
450.00 499:00
1,199.00 1;399:60
999.00 1;099:00
315.00 349:00
549.00 64900
239.00 259.00

HORNADY

22 CAL .224 50 GR SP

22 CAL .224 52GR ELD MATCH
25 CAL .257 75 GR V-MAX

22 CAL .224 55 GR SP W/C
BULK 6000

270 CAL 277 110 GR VMAX W/C
22 CAL .224 73GR ELD MATCH
30 CAL .308 110 GR V-MAX
6MM .243 103 GR ELD-X®

25 CAL .257 110 GR ELD-X®
25 CAL .257 117 GR BTSP
6.5MM .264 123 GR SST
6.5MM .264 120GR ELD MATCH
6.5MM .264 123GR ELD MATCH
6.5MM .264 130GR ELD MATCH

6.5MM .264 140GR ELD-M
6.5MM .264 143 GR ELD-X
270 CAL .277 130 GR SP

270 CAL .277 130 GR SST
270 CAL .277 145GR ELD-X
30 CAL .308 150 GR SST

338 CAL .338 225 GR SP

338 CAL .338 230 GR ELD-X®
338 CAL .338 285 GR ELD-M

375 CAL .375 270 GR SP-RP
30 CAL .308 150 GR SP

30 CAL .308 160GR FTX (30-30)
30 CAL .308 168GR ELD MATCH
30 CAL .308 180 GR SST
30 CAL .308 178GR ELD-X

17 CAL .172 20 GR V-MAX
20 CAL .204 32 GR V-MAX
20 CAL .204 40 GR V-MAX

22 CAL .224 40 GR V-MAX
22 CAL .224 35 GR V-MAX
22 CAL .224 55 GR V-MAX
22 CAL .224 50 GR V-MAX
6MM .243 58 GR V-MAX
6MM .243 65 GR V-MAX
6MM .243 75 GR V-MAX
6MM .243 87 GR V-MAX

29.20
45
48.25
770

55.60
54.20
55.60
77.15
77.15
53.55
62.95
71.80,
71.80
71.80

71.80
77.15
53.45
62.95
90.25
62.95
75.70
86.35
85.05

55.15
51.15

65.30

84
68.35
7715
37.65
37.65
37.65
37.65
37.65
37.65
37.65
43.10
45.20
48.25
49.75




Talbot on introducing juniors to shooting

Scouts pay close attention during the safety briefing.

Badges aside though, my real challenge
for the day was coaching and helping
juniors try shooting for the first time, as
junior shooting is as much about expe-
rienced shooters introducing the next
generation to the sport as it is about
youngsters shooting.

Coaching a junior
One of the many coaches on the day was
Tabetha ‘The Big Kahuna’ Wilks who flew
in from SSAA Port Lincoln to be part of
the fun. Tabetha took me under her wing
and together we worked with Kate a scout
who’d never shot before.

Scouts were given a number so they
knew which lane was theirs and one thing
I was impressed by was how well the

Young at heart: Sam’s target
and the SSAA badge.
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SSAA SA President David Handyside gives a
morning brief and pep talk.

coaches introduced themselves and imme-
diately struck a bond with every youngster
who came through. Kate sounded a little
nervous but was composed despite having
never fired a gun and as Tabetha recapped
the safety rules, Kate quickly settled in and
had no problem with the scope.

Luckily for me Kate was a bit of a natural
and her first shot easily toppled the metal
target. With the first shot out of the way
I could tell she was much more confident
and almost wondering what all the fuss was
about. As Kate continued shooting, Tabetha
gave her more and more responsibility,
stepping back to let her cycle the bolt and
eventually insert her own magazine.

My main contribution was acting as
Kate’s personal cheerleader as she finished
with a very respectable grouping and was
over the moon to tell her mum: “I fired a
gun!” She reckoned her grouping resem-
bled a “vicious version of a hole puncher”
which is a pretty good way of putting it.
Seeing her joy in completing the 25 shots

Juniors receive their paper targets and find out
who has earned a ‘Bang’ badge.

and having a souvenir target to take home
was quite rewarding and I can see why so
many SSAA volunteers give up their time
to help juniors.

In fact all the volunteers did an incredible
job as evidenced by the many tight group-
ings and constant ‘ping’ of metal targets
being toppled. And while all the coaches
were excellent, some juniors had more than
they probably realised through the coaching
of nine-time Olympic gold medallist Libby
Kosmala. While Libby still coaches Air Rifle
at a very high level, she happily travelled
to the Jamboree to pass on her expertise to
the many first-timers.

Success of the event
I believe much of the success was due to
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Talbot on introducing juniors to shooting

the preparation and straightforwardness of
the set-up. Scouts came in, had their safety
talk, collected ear plugs and glasses and
went to a lane where their coach met them
and was by their side the whole time. The
rifles and ammunition were always ready to
go and the youngster was able to concen-
trate solely on shooting.

Once shooting was completed they
collected their paper targets along with
some SSAA pamphlets, a badge and the
option to take some empty brass with them
(a popular offer but only available to those
not flying home).

For new shooters I think 20 shots
followed by a five-shot grouping is about
right to get used to firing a rifle for the
first time. Some people may see that as
too short but it’s important to remember
new shooters can tire from even just
a few shots. And erring on the side of
too little makes novices keen to come
back as opposed to being worn out,
potentially having them subconsciously
connect shooting with feeling tired and
overwhelmed.

The importance and value in exposing
thousands of youngsters to the sport can’t
be overstated. In total, almost 2500 scouts
got to try their hand at shooting, all of

07 5597.3220 z
Email gcss@gcshooters.com.au
www.w.gcshooters.com. au,_.,...-"L
Bus hours Qld time:

Monday to Friday only S
8.30am - 5pm &

Secure online shopping with‘PayPal
Fand us on: e -
n facebook. @

e <)

whom can tell their family and friends what
a positive experience it was.

Getting involved
Most SSAA disciplines have a junior
component with youngsters usually sepa-
rated into two categories - those up to 15
years and those from 15 to 18. But there’s
quite a barrier for juniors with parents who
don’t shoot or who don’t shoot a discipline
the junior is interested in. Despite that
there are many SSAA clubs and programs
that welcome junior shooters and will let
them have a go - it may just be a question of
finding them!

For SSAA adult members who’d like
to get involved in junior shooting, doing
so is usually as simple as asking at your
club or helping organise a come-and-try
day. Of course, there’s also the less formal
approach of taking a junior to the range and
letting them have a go which can be just as
rewarding. I remember fondly the time I
spent as a teenager shooting clay targets as
a family.

Conclusion

Sports shooting requires dedication, concen-
tration, consistency and, above all else,
practice. These are just some of the life

R W

Sam has a shot with coach Steve Spellman.

skills juniors can develop by taking part in
sports shooting and align closely with many
of the values held by Scouts Australia. Junior
shooters can build a lot of self-esteem from
being trusted around firearms. @
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’noonns SUPPLIES

Hogue rifle and shotgun stocks pillar bed $260, full alloy bed $330; =
Grips rubber $40, synthetic ivory $60, wood from $60; Duty holsters from $60;
Laser equipped grips $199; S&W cylinder releases short & long $100;

=g Cerus Gear Pro Mats top handgun rounds $25, top rifle rounds $40; E
* &% Howa 1500 mega mat $50. March special - free gift with purchase!

MAGAZINES - OUR SPECIALTY IS RARE AND OLD MODELS FOR HANDGUNS AND RIFLES

Winchester 320 10-rnd magazines $85; Remington 7600.243/308 |0-rnd magazine $85; Remington 788.222/223
$85; Triple K 191'1::38 Super 10-rnd $55 and 9mm 9-rnd magazine $55; Elite tactical Glock 17/19.10-rnd :

magazine $55; Mecgar CZ75 9mm 10-rnd magazine $70; Sportco 62 A/S Model.10-rnd magazine $120; Anschutz

22 Mag 8-rn: gazine $I20 Anschutz.22LR 10-fnd'magazine $120; and check out all our magazines including

. R current specials through our online store!

Tikka TIx.22LR 16" & 20" multi task rifles’= $845, enquire now.

s - shotshells, rifle and handgun brass = many calibres available online.

\m New HiViz fro and rear sights IN STORE NOW m $50.

""&'

15/34 Dominion Road e
Ashmore, Gold Coast 47

Proudly family owned and operated for over 28 years

'1._ -

ABN: 91011041160
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Royce Wils J_.'

imfire rifles come in all shapes and
sizes with something on the market
for everyone. Most of us started
shooting with a .22 in our youth
and whether it’s a beloved favourite like the
Brno Model 2, the highly-regarded Henry
Model 1 lever-action or classic single-shot
Lithgow 1A, many have a special place in
our hearts (and gun safes) for a reliable .22
rifle.
While we're all broadly familiar with
bolt, lever and pump-action .22s, the latest
offering from Savage is something different
- a lever release rifle. When the gun is
fired the recoil opens the action and ejects
the spent round. A catch holds the action
open and the gun cannot be fired again until
the user manually operates the lever just
forward of the trigger, which closes the
action and feeds a round into the chamber,
readying the rifle for the next shot. From a
safety perspective this is marvellous - it’s
immediately clear if the gun is loaded or not
and if there’s a round in the magazine.
Lever release designs have been around
for more than a century - the Pieper-Bayard
single-shot .22 rifle was being made before
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World War One using the principle - and
although the draft fell out of favour for a
long time it’s now making a reappearance,
the A22R the most recent incarnation of the
venerable idea.

The magazine is a 10-round rotary-style
affair similar to that found in the Ruger
American .22 rifle. While initially seeming
a bit complicated for a rimfire rifle, the
design works well and allows for 10 rounds
to be held in a magazine flush in the stock
- aesthetically pleasing while meaning one
less thing to potentially catch on branches
and brush when out in the field.

The rifle looks good and handles well but
those are secondary to the important ques-
tions for the discerning shooter, namely, is
it accurate and is it reliable? Yes on both
counts.

Importer Nioa and Ipswich gunshop
Queensland Shooters Supplies arranged for
the SSAA to put the Savage A22R, cham-
bered in .22LR, to the test to see how it
would perform both on the range and in the
field.

The A22R is lightweight, weighing in at
2.26kg and shoulders well, although I found

the synthetic stock a touch shorter than
was ideal for me. It soon becomes apparent
the lever release requires quite a stiff pull
to activate and can’t be reached with the
trigger finger without taking it out of the
triggerguard (and away from the trigger to
do so).

However, what the A22R does is allow
the shooter to maintain a sight picture for
subsequent shots - the review rifle was
fitted with a Leupold VX Freedom 3-9x40
sight and the combination proved a good
one indeed.

The action has the big advantage of not
needing any space to operate. For example,
a bolt-action requires the user to have
elbow room to move their arm to operate
the bolt, a lever-action entails clearance
under the rifle to operate the lever, and
pump action rifles need the user to move
their support arm to work the action.

The lever release of the A22R means
the shooter can hold the rifle on target
and move their hand - as opposed to their
whole arm - to reload the gun, ready for the
next shot with the sight picture retained.
The rifle would be great for shooting from
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The Savage A22R repeating rifle

a prone position or enclosed space such as
from a ute or 4WD cab.

We all know .22 rifles tend to have favou-
rites when it comes to ammunition, as well
as the usefulness of heeding the advice
given to most new gun owners to simply
obtain as wide a variety of .22 ammo as you
can and see how it goes.

With this in mind, I put the A22R through
its paces with a variety of ammunition
including CCI subsonic, Mini-Magnum
and Velocitor rounds, Eley subsonic and
high velocity hollow-point rounds, Federal
Premium Hunter Match ammunition,
Winchester Bushman rounds and an assort-
ment of .22 rounds from the ‘miscellaneous’
box in the ammunition locker.

The importers claim in advertising the
A22R will function correctly with subsonic
ammunition and I confirmed this - both
Eley subsonic and CCI subsonic ammuni-
tion worked flawlessly in the rifle, acti-
vating the action the same as standard
rounds and proving highly accurate too.

Of the hunting rounds tested, the Federal
Premium Hunter Match performed most
accurately at 25m on the range, with CCI
Mini-Mag close behind. Remington target
rounds were the most accurate overall,
while of the subsonic ammunition the Eley
was most consistent.

The magazine
detaches with no
trouble and is easy
to re-insert.
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The A22R action’s
design means you'll
see at a glance (or by
feeling) if there’s a live
round in the ch?‘mber.

It should be noted that all commercial
hunting ammunition tested produced
consistent and small groups - they’d all fit
an area the size of a 10c piece - although
the subsonic rounds had a lower point of
impact which would need to be compen-
sated for when sighting the rifle on a target.

But I also tested the A22R with some
Winchester .22 Long Z rounds which didn’t
function properly, failing to generate enough
recoil to open the action, meaning it had to
be cocked manually. These were the only
rounds that didn’t behave appropriately in

the gun, every other cartridge type feeding,
firing, extracting, ejecting and locking the
action open with no issues whatsoever.

A number of SSAA ranges have ‘single
round loading only’ rules, meaning the
magazine can't be loaded and used for
casual shooting. This makes it difficult to
sight in or practise with some types of rifle,
but the design of this one meant it could be
used fairly well under these conditions.

The magazine in the Savage A22R came
out easily, falling into my hand under its
own weight when released, and clicked

I
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The Savage A22R repeating rifle

home securely when replaced. Of course,
just because a rifle works well on the range
doesn’t mean it will give a good account of
itself in the field - after all, you wouldn’t
take an Omark Model 44 hunting as a
matter of course - so I headed out with the
A22R to a property in western Queensland
in search of rabbits and foxes.

The A22R impressed me greatly, its light
weight meaning it was almost no encum-
brance at all when carried on a shoulder
sling and it came to my shoulder quickly
when readied, pointed well and handled
nicely.

Spotting a rabbit at about 40m I fired
a shot which just missed but was able to
operate the lever release, retain the sight
picture and put the subsequent round
cleanly into the rabbit’s head. What I also
liked was that the action locking open
between shots meant I could clearly see -
and feel, at night - the action was open and
the ease of removing the magazine was
great for safely negotiating obstacles such
as fences.

While loading the rotary magazine in
lowlight conditions can be a bit fiddly, I
couldn’t see any reason why changing
magazines in the field would present any
problems and indeed, for the higher volume
shooter, a spare magazine could well be
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Ammunition tested resulted in
groups.the size of a 10c piece

at 25m - any outliers are
Royce Wilson’s responsibility.
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I“:I'he magazine is a )
detachable rotary design
holding 10 rounds. .

a worthwhile investment. The trigger
was not ideal for me, even with Savage’s
AccuTrigger adjustable trigger feature.
Out of the box I found it extremely heavy
and even after fiddling to move it down to
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something lighter and more useful, I felt it
lacked the crispness I'd have liked, particu-
larly for range use.

While the review rifle was a .22LR, the
A22R is also available in .22 Magnum and
.17HMR calibres and I see no reason why
they wouldn’t be more or less identical from
a general operation, handling and shooter
experience perspective.

While this isn’t a precision target
shooting rifle - it’s accurate but you won’t
see it at the Olympics - it’s a great plinking
rifle and bunny-buster, so if you're looking
at your gun safe and thinking there’s room
for a new .22, the Savage A22R has a lot to
offer and is well worth checking out.

* The Savage A22R is a Category A firearm
in Queensland. Shooters in other states are
advised to check with their equivalent of the
Police Weapons Licensing Branch for clari-
fication on the rifle’s classification in their
area.

Specifications

Calibre: .22LR (also available in .22
Magnum and .1 7HMR)

Action: Lever release
Magazine: 10-round detachable

rotary

Weight: 2.26kg

Barrel length: 20" (50.8cm)
Sights: Weaver scope base
Price: $720-$750
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Nightforce ATACR 1-8x24 F1 34mm
FC-DM reticle .1mil adjustments $3505

R

Nightforce NX8 1-8x24 F1 30mm
FC-Mil or FC-MOA reticles $2190

—i

Nightforce BEAST 5-25x56
Mil-R, MOAR $5135
Horus H59 or T3 illuminated $5630

Feep

Nightforce ATACR 5-25x56 SFP..
Nightforce ATACR 5-25x56 FFP..
Nightforce ATACR 4-16x50 FFP..

Schmidt & Bender PMII 5-25x56 with
illuminated P4FL reticle in the first focal
plane. .1 mil clicks. CW/DT/ST.
Now just $3790

Browning AB3 Composite Stalker
Very limited stock in 7mm-08,
.270 WSM and .300 WSM
Was $936, now just $595

Massive Bushnell Sale!

Bushnell One Mile
ARC Rangefinder
Was $825, now just $595

S&B PMII 5-25x56 MTC LT RAL8000$4495
S&B PMII 12-50x56 FFP P4F .... .. $3490
S&B PMII 5-20x50 Ultra Short. .. $3950
S&B PMII 1-8x24 Short Dot CC CQB.. $4195
S&B PMII High Power 5-45x56........... $6399

Browning AB3 Hunter
Blued with walnut stock, 2 only in 7mm-08
Was $+636, now just $695

i

Bushnell Trophy 4-12x40
1" tube and side parallax adjustment.
Just $219 while stocks last

S&B Zenith 3-12x50 A7 reticle..
S&B Klassik 8x56 A7 reticle ..
S&B Klassik 10x42 A7 reticle
S&B Klassic 6x42 Al reticle...

|

Steyr Scout Ranger .308
Last available - now discontinued
Reduced to clear - amazing value
Normally $3686
High round mag kit & 2x 10-rnd mags,

Bushnell Elite 4500 6-24x40 Multi-X
Japanese made, very compact scope.
Was $9146, now just $699

adjustable cheekpiece, muzzle brake,
integral bipod, Manox or stainless barrel
available - Just $2625

@BERETTA

Massive Beretta Cat C Sale

Up to 65% off
B709 or AG permit required

!

Bushnell Elite 3500 4-12x40 Multi-X
Was $476, limited stock at $299

[ A

Bushnell AR 4.5-18x40

Nightforce ATACR 7-35x56 FFP..

Nightforce SHV 4-14x50 FFP ill..
Nightforce SHV 3-10x42 ...
Nightforce SHV 4-14x56 ...
Nightforce SHV 4-14x56 ill..
Nightforce SHV 5-20x56 ...
Nightforce SHV 5-20x56 ill... ... $1685

Zeiss HD5 Clearance

i

Zeiss HD5 5-25x50 locking target turrets &
plex reticle, lust $990. Limited stock.

Primary producers, pest controllers or
Cat C target shooters only.
Very limited stock

.308 BDC reticle $165
6.5 Creedmoor $199

&)

Bushnell Elite Tactical 6-24x50
First focal plane G2 reticle, 30mm

New Zeiss Models
New Low Prices

(=¥

Zeiss Conquest V4 Scopes

Nightforce Competition 15-55x52..$2995
Nightforce Competition Lightweight
44x42, just 587 Grams ......weewsseusens $2245

iy

Beretta AL491 Tenkys Stonecoat 20g
26" or 28" barrels available,

° Reduced to $995 1-4x24 illuminated......ooeeeeereesseseeees $1225

5 adjustable chokes Nightforce BR 8-32x56 ..$1660  3-12x40 $1225

Was $2686, now just $1340 Bushnell TRS-25 red dot Nightforce BR 12-42x56 ... . $1845 g-gxgg balliStic tUITet worrvrrerrer $1345
-14X

With Weaver/Picatinny
mount just $169

==

Bushnell Forge 4.5-27x50
First focul plane in mil or moa
Just $1225

S TRAURUS

Taurus .44 Mag Clearance

3-12x56 illuminated
4-16x44 ballistic turret..
6-24x50 ballistic turret..
6-24x50 illuminated ball

===

Zeiss Conquest V6 Scopes

SCHMIDT & BENDER
Schmidt & Bender Sale

e

S&B Summit 2.5-10x42
A4 or A7 reticle, 1" tube
Was $2696, now just $1695
Limited stock
S&B Stratos 2.5-13 pic

e

FD7 flash dot reticle 1cm CW
Reduced to $2395
Limited stock

s —

Beretta AL491 Tenkys Stonecoat Slug 20g
22" smooth barrel with open sights and
cylinder choke.

Was $2685, now just $995

1.1-6x24 illuminated...
2-12x50 illuminated.....
2-12x50 illuminated ASV-H
2.5-15x56 illuminated
3-18x50
3-18x50 ASV-H..
5-30x50 ASV-H..

Beretta AL491 Urika II Gold Black 20g
26" barrel with 5 adjustable chokes
Was $2856, now just $1425

Taurus RT44 .44 3
- Magnum Schmidt & Bender Exos 1-8x24 w
Bere"tta AL491 Urika Il Gold Black Slug 20g 212mm Stainless FD7 flash dot reticle, 30mm tube
22" smooth barrel with open sights and Was $1485 Was $3395 Zeiss Victory V8 Scopes
cylinder choke. now just $695 Limited stock at $2695

Was $2856, now just $995 1.1-8x30 illuminated

1.1-8x30 illuminated AS
1.8-14x50 illuminated.....
1.8-14x50 illuminated ASV-H

il

Schmidt & Bender Stratos 1.5-8x42

Primos Proof 03
16MP Trail Cam

Blackout LED FD7 flash dot reticle 2.8-20x56 illuminated ASV-H
P Just $220 while stocks last Was $2949 4.8-35x60 illuminated ASV-H .
: . Limited stock at $2299

Miroku MK70 Field oy New Zeiss
Mallyssive savings - very limited stock ﬂ Victory RF

30" ejector with 3 adjustable chokes Tasco 5mp Trail Cam Reduced from $4496 to clear Rangefinding
Just $1395 Reduced from Schmidt & Bender PMII Ultra Short Binoculars

Bushnell Magnetic $300 to just $169 3-20x50 FFP l‘\llv(;t\:/\lll lllllléxtrgl?,n;;gd MSR reticle

Bore Sighter Very limited stock Victory RF 8x42....
This month just $49 Victory RF 10x42..

e —

Victory RF 8x52

NITIEESITE ==
NiteSite Eagle RTEK

Was $1895

Very limited stock

$1375

Schmidt & Bender PMII 5-25x56 Victory RF 10x52.. .
Magneto Speed P4FL2 illuminated reticle in the second Call for the best prices on all other
Chronographs focal plane, 1/4 MOA CCW clicks. Zeiss Products
Sporter $320 /- Just $3149
V3 Kit $625 f
aanumsborts.com.au 19 Babbage Rd MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
www.m g m p .com. Roseville Chase NSW 2069 ~ SAT: 8am - 3pm  keus on facebook
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Go hunting:

What the novice should know

Sam Garro

It’s important to study the anatomy of
animals for proper shot placement.

s the SSAA membership number

continues to soar, more and

more people are discovering the

shooting sports and looking to get
into the recreation of hunting. What follows
is an overview of what you must consider if
you are one of that number. Consensus on
the appropriate rifle for the intended game
or purpose varies and I'm not going to try
and change anyone’s perspective or opinion
on the subject, rather convey what I've
experienced in a lifetime of shooting for a
better outcome and those starting out.

The right firearm

Your chosen firearm should feel balanced,
pleasant to handle both in recoil and weight
and shoulder comfortably, in time feeling

44  Australion Shooter

like an extension of your arm. While a big
game rifle for instance, such as a 416 Righy
or 500 NE is the appropriate medicine for
an Asiatic water buffalo or Cape buffalo, if
such a weighty firearm interferes or is too
heavy to handle smoothly, it could prove
dangerous and costly in more ways than
one. Choosing a lesser calibre rifle such as a
9.3x62mm or 375 H&H with gentler recoil
and appropriate bullet would be the more
sensible approach.

Action and barrel

For high velocity, flat-shooting calibre rifles,
bedding the action and floating the barrel
will further assist in improving accuracy.
Some rifles by makers such as Weatherby,
Remington, Sako, Schultz & Larsen and

others come with the action bedded and
barrel floated, which is a plus.

Bullet match
Oddly enough, you can have four different
makes of .30-06 Springfield rifles and for
the exercise they all shoot factory 150gr
bullets. After sighting-in each will satisfac-
torily print on paper but may also prefer
a particular brand of bullet to achieve a
tighter grouping. Hence when trialling a
rifle for the first time or if not satisfied with
the accuracy, try a few different brands of
bullets then stick to the one or ones that
provide the best result.

Even though they’re all the same calibre
and projectile weight, miniscule discrepan-
cies in chambers from one maker to another
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Go hunting: What the novice should know

and varying bullet components and design
can make a difference.

Bases and rings

Rings, as with bases, come in numerous
configurations, alloy or steel, normally flat
black or gloss or silver, size and height from
low to high and extra high depending on
the dimension of the scope objective lens.
Bases or mount type range from dovetail,
swivel, Picatinny rail or weaver-type and
more to quick detachable.

A rear windage adjustment base provides
an advantage where no further actual scope
tweaking is available. Usually the lower the
scope sits the better. While there are many
makes and types on the market, to avoid
possible disappointment later it pays to use
a quality brand of bases and rings such as
Leupold, Talley, Warne, Sako, Tikka and
the like, particularly where heavy recoil
is a factor and the value of your scope is
considerable.

Scope type
A scope, apart from the reticle type,
clarity and related characteristic, should
be chosen for the particular rifle calibre,
intended range or distance use and game
hunted. A rimfire .22LR rifle, for instance,
seldom requires more than a fixed 4-power
scope but larger variable scopes are used
particularly where the eyesight is not what
it used to be and you want the subject to
appear larger. For long-distance shooting
at 200m and beyond, scopes starting at 3-9
power and above are appropriate, bearing in
mind the greater the power beyond 3-9 the
steadier the rifle needs to be held.

In the case of heavy calibre game rifles

Floating the barrel and
bedding the action for
improved accuracy.

46 Australian Shooter

Hunting rifles (top to bottom) .338WM Schultz &
Larsen for bulky sambar deer, .30-06 Sako A111
for medium to large game, 6mm Schultz & Larsen
for medium game and Brno 2 .22LR for rabbits.

such as a .458 Win Mag or .470 NE on
buffalo at close to medium range, at a
standing or moving target, a lower powered
scope of 1.5-5 with good eye relief would be
recommended. While a better quality scope
may cost a few extra dollars it’s worth it in
the long term.

Mounting and sighting-in
A scope should initially be mounted loosely
before tightening securely to ensure proper
eye relief distance and there are no black
shadows or sections when shouldering the
firearm and peering through the scope.
Also adjust the end eyepiece as everyone’s
eyesight varies. It’s important to equally
tighten the base and ring screws but not
over tighten. Arranging the mounting,
fitting and bore-sighting through a gunshop
or dealer at a small cost can make the whole
process a lot easier as they’ll have the
components and tools for the job.

A target at 20-25m to sight-in a rifle may
seem very close but if your scope is out,
at 100m you can miss the mark altogether.
Focus on placing the bullets to print on or
close to the vertical line of the cross-hair
on the target then adjust up or down. Once
satisfied with the bullet grouping, move the
target out 50-75m, adjust as required and
repeat the process to the desired distance.

If travelling on long journeys by car,
particularly over rough terrain or by air, it’s
a good idea to check your rifle is shooting
true before venturing out. A hard knock
can offset a scope and different atmospheric
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Go hunting: What the novice should know

conditions and latitudes such as in the
tropics or cold mountainous regions can
also affect accuracy. Many a proud know-
it-all rifle owner has come unstuck by not
taking suitable precautions or failing to
listen to a guide’s advice.

Recoil

A quality rubber recoil pad, factory-fitted,
simple slip-ons or professionally fitted all
help in lessening recoil. Cross-bolts to
strengthen the timber stock and a heavier
stock to better handle the recoil for some
of the sharper and harder kicking medium
bore calibres can also make a difference.

Reloading

These days, rifles are built to manage most
factory-made ammunition with the projec-
tile seated back sufficiently to handle the
actions of the various rifle brands that may
vary to some degree in action configuration
and magazine length.

Reloading can cater to further refinement
and consistent accuracy provided you have
the knowledge and are familiar with the
process. When brass cases are first fired
they’re chamber sized to that particular rifle
requiring from then to be shoulder or full-
length sized. Learning from an experienced
shooter and manuals on the subject greatly
assist.

Controlling emotions

I've seen on a number of occasions preci-
sion shooters at the range plinking the
bullseyes with monotonous regularity, yet
when it came to their first field outing on
deer or other similar game they missed

Sam Garro uses a tree
to steady himself. Inset;
The end result.

48 Australian Shooter

Group on the vertical
line at 20-25m then
adjust up or down for
distance.

s AH Ry

the easiest of shots - and not just once.
Excitement, hesitation, overconfidence,
pulling the trigger or rushing the shot,
overthinking a shot, not taking the right
shooting position or stance by using avail-
able rests such as a tree or log, overawed
by the size of the trophy animal, taking
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Bore sighting the rifle before
further testing at the range.

too long to take the shot are some of the
emotions and considerations faced.

Time and experience are great teachers.
Mistakes and disappointments should be
lessons learnt and remembered for next
time. Calmness, although difficult to control
especially when confronted with a trophy
animal, a steady head and taking a couple of
deep breaths before squeezing the trigger
will yield results.

Practice, practice, practice
The adage ‘practice makes perfect’ couldn’t
be more true. Some of the best writers and
hunters have documented the lengths they
went to achieve proficient shooting skills.
Before a safari or significant hunt they’d
practise regularly under controlled and
field conditions, shooting still and moving
targets from different stances and posi-
tions using various types of man-made and
natural rests, shooting downhill and uphill,
from behind assorted types of cover and in
different weather conditions. With effort
and application a hunter’s skills can be
enhanced accordingly.

Shot placement

Whether targeting small, medium or
large game, understanding the anatomy
of the animal being hunted and its vitals
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Go hunting: What the novice should know

for a humane kill is ethical and essential.
A wounded animal like an Asiatic water
buffalo pumped with adrenalin from a
badly placed shot can have disastrous
consequences.

WDM ‘Karamojo’ Bell in Africa in the
early 1900s successfully used a .275 Righy
M98 on pachyderm, which was arguably
and in many a big game hunter’s opinion
an under-powered calibre for the task.
However, because of his understanding and
physical study of the animal’s anatomy, in
particular the skull, he was able to achieve
and repeat one-shot kills.

Back yourself
Under optimal conditions where the game
is unaware of your presence and you have
the advantage of distance and cover, you can
prepare for a steady, calculated shot.
Alternatively, when you only have a small
window of opportunity where part of a deer
is visible through tangled growth or a tight
stand of trees, hold steady until parts of the
vitals are presented, back yourself and take
the shot, knowing from your days practising
at the range the task is achievable. @

Sam switches to kneeling as he
lines up another rabbit.
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SP Rapid Fire | : HP
Mechanical Trigger - # Mechanical Trigger Mechanical Trigger

7
:

Calibre: .22LR Calibre: .22LR Calibre: .32 S&W

Height: 140mm Height: 140mm Height: 140mm

Width: 49mm Width: 49mm Width: 49mm

Overall length: 295mm g Overal length: 295mm Overal length: 295mm
Total weight: SP RF 1200g 1 Total weight: SP 1095g Q 1 h Total weight: HP 1130g
Action: Semi-auto & Action: Semi-auto Action: Semi-auto

Barrel length: 120mm Barrel length: 120mm Barrel length: 120mm
Barrel rifling: 6D x 450mm Barrel rifling: 6D x 450mm Barrel rifling: 6D x 450mm
Sight radius: 220mm Sight radius: 220mm Sight radius: 220mm
Adjustment click: 5mm Adjustment click: 5mm Adjustment click: 5Smm

Conversion kits also available in .32 S&W / .22LR

PROVEN MEDAL .
PERFORMANCES Grycol International pty Ltd

Consistently winning Gold, Silver and Bronze PO Box 6123, South Sydney Business Hub, Alexandria, NSW 2015
medals in the Rapid Fire and 25m Women'’s Pistol Phone: 02 9698 8725  Web: www.grycol.com.au
events at the ISSF Championships since 2014 Fax: 02 9319 0732 Email: sales@grycol.com.au D/L 400014321
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bor 'n Las'gus

he gambling magnet that is Las

Vegas, Nevada not only attracts card

sharps, partiers, holidaymakers and

entertainers. For one week a year
in January the bright lights of the Vegas
Strip focus on those who love everything
shooting, hunting and outdoor activities and
that’s when the US SHOT Show, hosted and
managed by the National Shooting Sports
Association (NSSF), takes centre stage at the
Sands Expo Centre.

While not open to the general public or
children under 16, the show has become the
number one attraction for outdoor-related
businesses worldwide. For many exhibitors

Ever shot a .338 Lapua___
at long range? X

o
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it provides the best opportunity to show-
case their wares, many of which will never
have been seen by the public, and for guys
like me who write about such things the
show becomes an intoxicating and addictive
drawcard.

But seeing new products for the first
time is only a fraction of the benefits
enjoyed by attendees - being able to meet
face-to-face the people behind them is
equally important. Whether your interest
is in firearms, ammunition, handloading,
optics, safety equipment, firing range gear,
gunstocks, firearms parts, camping equip-
ment, cutlery, archery or even the processes
associated with making those items, this
show is the place to be. There’s even a vast
area dedicated to the needs of the world’s
police and military organisations, displaying
all the specialised equipment they need and
use.

Over the years the SHOT Show has
become the end-all hub and meeting point for
retailers, wholesalers and associated media.
It’s here that retailers have a chance to strike
deals with manufacturers and suppliers in
order to stock their shelves for the coming
year.

And through programs including a wide

variety of seminars, workshops and press
conferences intended to help educate and
train those individuals, everyone comes out
the other end better for it. There’s even a
two-day industry-only event for those who
use or produce the tools, machinery and
materials in their businesses.

Another initiative, the ‘Law Enforcement
Education Program’, focuses on the protec-
tion measures and tactical execution
employed by those working in the law and
order businesses. And in a similar educa-
tion-based program - the ‘Shot University’
- the challenges of retail businesses and
shooting range programs are addressed.

SHOT Expo past and present

The first SHOT Show was held in St. Louis,
Missouri in 1979 and can only be described
as meagre when compared to the 2019
version. Only 5600 participants and 290
exhibitors attended and the entire show
covered just 145sq/m. Thereafter, the show
visited various cities for years before putting
down roots in its current location at the
Sands Expo Centre in 2010. As years passed
it grew phenomenally in both popularity and
size and today is among the top 20 trade
shows in the US.



Industrial Day at the Range is a memorable experience.

The decision to locate to the Sands was
based on its ability to handle huge crowds,
while the Vegas Strip provides offsite enter-
tainment for attendees and their families.
I've heard it said that changes are in the wind
though. Next year a substantial amount of
floor space may be added at the MGM Grand
to accommodate additional exhibitors and in
2021 new exhibit space could also be added
at Caesars Palace.

Putting in the hard yards

In recent years the event has typically hosted
60,000 to 64,000 exhibitors and attendees,
some years even exceeding those numbers,
and the 2019 show featured more than 2100
exhibitors housed in 58,500sq/m, about the
equivalent of 11 football fields. And if that’s
not enough to put blisters on your feet just
thinking about it, consider this: If you walked
past each booth just once, you could devote
only 22 seconds to each or you’d run out of

glimpse of new items.
© National Shooting Sports Foundt':'.l
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time. And by walking past only the booths
in the main exhibit floors once, you’d have
covered more than 19km and that doesn’t
include exhibits on the second floor or the
new 2019 Pop-Up Preview area.

Industrial Day at the Range

For obvious safety reasons, live-fire events
are not practical nor are they allowed on the
showroom floor. Nevertheless, in many cases
it is advantageous for attendees to have a
chance to try some of the new firearms and
other equipment in an outdoor setting, and
that’s where the 14th annual Industrial Day
at the Range came into play.

While the show typically opens on Tuesday
and runs until Friday, the Boulder Rifle &
Pistol Club opens its doors on the Monday
for invited guests to enjoy hands-on experi-
ence with some of the new products. Once
known as ‘Media Day’ and only open
to writers, a few years ago organisers

It's Vegas and it's show time

Franchi’s latest addition:
The Instinct

All models of Franchi’s Instinct over-and-
unders were on display.

I HAVE A special fondness for Franchi
shotguns as years ago | shot my best Trap
scores with a break-open single barrel
Franchi Trap gun. So when | saw the
company was promoting its new Instinct
line of over-and-unders at the SHOT
Show | had to have a closer look. And
sure enough the Instinct was a showroom
floor stopper.

There are four sub-models to select
from: L, SL, LX and Sporting Il. Most
popular gauges are available though not
all models include every gauge. Last year
they even made the Model SL available in
the increasingly popular 16-gauge.

All models come with screw-in inter-
changeable choke tubes and walnut
stock. The L Model has a case-coloured
receiver and A Grade walnut; the SL a
silver receiver and AA Grade walnut; the
Sporting Il comes with silver receiver and
A Grade walnut; and the top of the line
deluxe Model LX is adorned with a case-
coloured receiver which has been embel-
lished with gold inlays and comes with
AA walnut stock. RRP varies with the
model, but run about $1809 up to $2785.
franchi.com

Franchi’s Instinct LX comes with a beautiful
gold inlayed receiver.

Australian Shooter 53



It's Vegas and it's show time

The showroom
floor is always a

expanded the invitations to include product trucks, shoot a crosshow, try knife throwing

buyers and renamed it ‘Industrial Day at and watch an attack dog demonstration by

the Range’. Attendance is by recommenda- police and military personnel.

tion and invitation only and limited to 1700 A few years ago I took my one-and-only

places. chance to fire a genuine Gatling gun, I'm
Invitees have a chance to fire many of ashamed to say not with a great deal of

the latest firearms and participate in activi- accuracy, but it was huge fun and a truly

ties and numerous pistol, rifle and shotgun memorable experience. And there are always

ranges are available as well as booths offering  openings to try fully automatic weapons,

information on the products. There are something you probably will never do

plenty of opportunities to test drive off-road anywhere else. And having a real love of

@ RUGER
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There are always.exciting displays.to.explore.
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shotgun shooting, I'm always hanging around
the various clay pigeon throwers with a small
gauge side-by-side or over-and-under in my
hand.

The 2019 version

I can’t claim to have attended every show
since that first one in St. Louis, having been
to a little over a dozen, but for those I have
attended I've enjoyed them immensely and
have made many new friends in the process.
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GUN STORAGE - OPTICS - GUN CARE
TARGETS - HUNTING ACCESSORIES
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Sold in all premium dealers

LIGHTS TARGETS CLEANING KITS
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It's Vegas and it's show time

Obviously there are way too many new
products showcased than can be covered
here, but if you like to handload your own
ammunition you might find the new Lyman
50th Edition Long Range Precision Rifle
Reloading Handbook or Speer’s Handloading
Manual No.15 to your liking.

Rio Ammunition has a new eco-friendly
shotshell which comes with a dissolv-
able and biodegradable wad and for those
with a special fondness for the .17 Mach
2, like me, who have been unable to find
ammunition, CCI is once again loading that
cartridge with its new VNT 17gr bullets.

Mexican ammunition maker Aguila is
now offering ammo once considered obso-
lete in 5mm Remington rimfire, and the
same company is producing a shortened
version of the 12-gauge shotshell called
the MiniShell which is just 134" long.
Winchester was showcasing its new .350
Legend cartridge which would make a great
round for pigs, while Remington has several
new rifle choices to select from including a
lightweight Model 7 SS HS Precision and
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Australia’s own Kakadu
clothing manufacturer
had a booth.

Better game meat
with Tenderbuck
K, e

ONE OF THE more interesting prod-
ucts | found was a unique game meat
processing system called Tenderbuck.
This is a simple and safe device which
results in more quality steak meat and less
meat destined for sausage casings. The
same Tenderbuck Electrostimulater has
been assisting commercial processors of
wild meat for 14 years but has only now
been made available to individual hunters.

The system works in two ways to
improve overall quality of the meat. It
first encourages a more thorough and
complete bleed-out of the animal which
results in a milder-tasting meat and longer
shelf life. Secondly, the meat is tenderised
by as much as 40-60 per cent more than
non-stimulated processing.

Operation is simple with just two
buttons controlling the process. Shortly
after the kill you simply connect the two
|.8m cables to each end of the carcass
followed by activating the system. Ninety
seconds later the Tenderbuck system
shuts down automatically and you’re
done.

Weighing less than |.6kg the unit is
easily portable in the field and comes with
a rechargeable internal battery that can
hold a charge for months and has enough
power to treat multiple animals on a
single charge. tenderbuck.com

Model 783 HBT sporting a heavier 16.5"
barrel and with a Picatinny rail and over-
sized bolt.

Norma is offering a new bullet, the
BondStrike Extreme Long Range, which
incorporates a unique bonding technology
and state-of-the-art design, and there’s a
wealth of new technology protective eye
and ear wear, clothing and footwear, lubri-
cants and gun cleaning products. @



ssaa.org.au/fieldrifle3p SSAA disciplines

Field Rifle,
3-Positional,

Scoped Air Rifle and
NRA Any Sight

Participation in SSAA Field Rifle,

3-Positional, mnOUmQ Air Rifle and NRA

ﬂ "Any Sight events improve the hunter’s
marksmanship under rifle range condi-

i~ - tions and shows them the capabilities

“43F rand limitations of their equipment.

" Introduction cari be through Air Rifle or

o _N_J:":.m matches, moving on to the more

B qu_:msm_:m 3-Positional matches up to

the higher rm_voim..ma Centrefire events.
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feld @ifle

This is a Rimfire and Centrefire rifle shoot
designed around the four most used field
shooting positions shot over 25, 50, 100 and
200m distances. Centrefire field rifles may be
of any calibre and weigh no more than 5.5kg
including accessories. Rimfire field rifles must
be .22LR and no more than 4.6kg. Rapid Fire
is four bursts of three shots, each burst is 15
seconds. Standing Unsupported, Standing Post
Rest and Sitting/Kneeling Post Rest are 10
rounds shot slow-fire.

3-Yosiional

Scoped 3-Positional is a precision match
which is more target orientated and testing

of the shooter’s ability. The event is a slow-
fire event, with Prone, Standing and Sitting/
Kneeling positions required. The course of fire
is 20 shots in 20 or 30 minutes, with Rimfire
at 50m and Centrefire at 100m.

wojv& he @Sle

Scoped Air Rifle provides training and devel-
opment for national and international rifle
competitions, with air rifles inherently accu-
rate over 10m. Any air rifle in .177" (4.5mm)
calibre can be used, including compressed air,
carbon dioxide or spring. The 10m Scoped Air
Rifle match is 40 shots fired from the Standing
Unsupported position. The 3-Positional Scoped
Air Rifle is shot at 10m, with 20 shots in 30
minutes from each position.

NCA 3 Qosriion Any mﬂwr\,\

Any rifle in the .22 Long Rifle calibre and any
sight, telescopic or aperture is allowed. The
course of fire is two stages of 20 shots in
each position (prone, standing and kneeling)
at 50m/yards. SSAA sends a team to events in
the US and New Zealand.



AVAILABLE ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST

Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide

NOW YOU CAN SHOP ONLINE - wwwhpgs.comau 5

RIFLE SPECIALS

SAVAGE 11 SCOUT 308 18" BARREL

WITH BRAKE DETACH 10 SHOT MAG .......coooviiiiiiicineneeecseecn $995
SAVAGE 42 TAKEDOWN COMPACT COMBO 22LR/410GA ................ $795
SAVAGE 42 TAKEDOWN COMBO 22MAG/410 GA........c.ccceviviiiicnne $895

ADLER 20" SYNTHETIC 5 SHOT 12GA LEVER ACTION SHOTGUN...$575

AKKAR CHURCHILL TRAP 12GA SHOTGUN 30”
PORTED BBL W/5 CHOKES MONTE CARLO STOCK CASED............. $995

SAVAGE A22RF 22LR 10 SHOT BLUE SYNTHETIC LATCHING
REPEATER RIFLE WITH FREE GUNSLICK CLEANING KIT ................ $720

SAVAGE A22RPV 22LR 10 SHOT VARMINT SYNTHETIC LATCHING
REPEATER RIFLE WITH FREE GUNSLICK CLEANING KIT .............. $1075

CHECK OUT ALL THE
NEW MODELS AT:

www.nioa.com.au

= SAVAGE

STEVENS 301 410GA SINGLE BBL 26” SYNTHETIC SHOTGUN ........ $275

RUGER GUNSITE SCOUT LEFT HAND 223 16.5”
BLUED BBL LAMINATED STOCK WITH FLASH HIDER..................... $1420

1848 The Horsley Drive HORSLEY PARK NSW 2175

PHONE 02 9620 1313 + 02 9620 1235 + 02 9620 1430 + 02 9620 1960 FAX 02 9620 1449 EMAIL sales@hpgs.biz
ABN 85 003 914 850 DLN 410 582 683 + ALL PRICES INCLUDE GST AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

-
GRS STOCKS

SPORTER/VARMINT LAMINATED BLACK/RED

TO SUIT TIKKA T3/T3X (1 ONLY) ..t
BERSERK BLACK TO SUIT HOWA/VANGUARD SA
BERSERK BLACK TO SUIT REM 700 SA........ccoocoimiiieiieiieiecnincens
BERSERK BLACK TO SUITREM 700 LA ...

E Iﬁ BBIFROST

Bl FROST BROWN TO SUIT HOWA/VANGUARD SA .........ccccccciinnne
Bl FROST GREEN TO SUIT HOWA/VANGUARD SA ...

FEDERAL CENTREFIRE AMMO SPECIALS

22-250 55GR POWERSHOK ........ccccoiiiiiiiiciiiiicccccs $270/200

243 80GR POWERSHOK ..... ... $280/200
243 100GR POWERSHOK ... ....$280/200
270 130GR POWERSHOK ... ... $295/200
270 150GR POWERSHOK ........c.coiiiiiiiiincc s $295/200
30-06 150GR POWERSHOK .........ccoiviiiiiiciiicccccccic $260/200
30-06 180GR POWERSHOK .........cocciiiiiiicccccccne e $260/200
300 WIN MAG 180GR POWERSHOK .........cccoovviiiiiiiicnincicie $385/200

30/30 150GR POWERSHOK ..........
308 150GR POWERSHOK ...

....$285/200
....$260/200
...$260/200

308 180GR POWERSHOK .........ccoccovniiiiine .

223 PREMIUM 52GR SPEER HOLLOW POINT ........cococvviiiininnne $190/200
243 PREMIUM 75GR SPEER HOLLOW POINT ......cccooviiiiiiiinns $245/200
223 AMERICAN EAGLE 50GR TIPPED .........cccccovevunaen. ...$145/200

9MM AMERICAN EAGLE 115GR TSJ SYNTECH JACKET ............ $230/500

OTHER GOODIES

CALDWELL ROCK BENCHREST WITH BAG ........cccocoviiiiiiiiicice
LANSKY QUICK EDGE TUNGSTEN HAND SHARPENER .....................
LANSKY SUPERHARD ARKANSAS 3” POCKET STONE ...
LANSKY THE PUCK DUAL GRIT AXE STONE...........cccoviiiiiiiiinnes
CALDWELL BALLISTIC PRECISION CHRONOGRAPH

PREMIUM KIT ..ottt $295
LEDER 500ML TANNING KIT ....coooviiiiiiiiiiniecie s $48
POWA BEAM PL175 100WATT QH HAND HELD SPOTLIGHT ............. $175

POWA BEAM PL245 100WATT QH HAND HELD SPOTLIGHT ..
LEUPOLD RIFLEMAN 4-12X40 MATTE WIDE DUPLEX SCOPE ......... $380
BUSHNELL ELITE TACTICAL LRTS 3-12X44 30MM ZS

SIDE FOCUS ILLUM G3 SCOPE..........ccccceitiiniiiiicencsieenccn e $1140

LIKE US

006G

Please Note: Some items listed above may sellout before ad is released. While this is unavoidable we will endeavour to keep prices as marked but may change without notice.




Save batteries and money
with unique trail camera from

Steve Bain

23/2018 22:41

ustralian Shooter was given

a Spypoint Solar trail camera

by Sydney-based company

ProsChoice to review in the field.
When I received the camera I already had
confidence in the Spypoint Solar product as
many of my mates use them and rate them
highly. The cameras are ideal for a mixture
of property surveillance, game viewing and
pest/predator management. The Spypoint
Solar is a 12-megapixel (interpolated),
42x850nm light-emitting diode (LED) super
low-glow trail camera. Like most modern
850nm trail cameras this Spypoint model
takes colour images by day and infrared
(black and white) at night.

A key feature is a permanently attached
and fully integrated solar panel and internal
storage battery which charges from either
a USB connection (for pre-charging) or via
the solar panel (for charging and operation
in the field). The trail camera also has a
built-in 5¢cm diagonal viewing screen with
zoom and pan functions, allowing the user
to quickly scroll through the pictures and/

62 Australian Shooter

or videos taken. Integral viewing screens
make setting up so much easier and help
ensure you walk away from your camera
knowing it’s monitoring the target zone
exactly as you want it to. The internal
viewer also relays to you the percentage
the solar panel is charging at and will tell
you separately the percentage of charge
for the AA batteries (if you have them
installed) and internal storage battery.

I borrowed my mate’s Spypoint Solar
cameras on one of my regular hunting blocks
so had already found the large screen display
and intuitive home menu which automati-
cally pops up on the internal screen. This
made the Spypoint a breeze to use in the
field. The easy-to-navigate buttons turn the
unit off/on and allow you to scroll through
screen-displayed menus to select your
preferences. On reading the comprehensive
instruction manual I discovered there’s even
more user selectable options/settings tucked
away in various modes. After selecting
‘settings’ from the home menu the user has
the following options.

Wild pig at night -
enough detail to be
able to identify it when
it appears on other
cameras in the area.

o

SR IEER \"- o O oy s
SV -8 (T

5ot

Front three-quarter view of the camera mounted
using the Quick Detach bracket.

Settings

General settings in this sub-menu mean

you can set the date, time and night picture
mode. There are three night-time picture
types to choose from: Optimal (efficient
battery consumption); IR Boost (more power
into the “flash’ for greatest flash range) and




Blur Reduction. To choose the operating
mode, select one option from either the
photo, video or time lapse menus.

Photo

Photo Delay: Allows the user to choose

the time interval between each detection
before the camera can record the next
photo. Photo Multi-Shot sequences: A user-
selected choice of one to six frames per
trigger/detection with five seconds between
each photo in the sequence.

Video

1280x720p HD Video (10 seconds to 90
seconds) with audio stored in Audio Video
Interleave (AVI) files - the delay can also
be set for the interval between each detec-
tion before the camera will record the next
video. Video with ‘Photo First’ option (aka
Hybrid mode) - a photo is also taken at

the start of each video. Time Lapse - JPG
photos taken at regular, user-set intervals;
no detection/trigger required (intervals
can be set from 1 minute to 24 hours).
Detection Test - there’s also a ‘Detection
Test’ mode for set-up confirmation.

Author’s choice

I'm a fan of the multi-shot sequence mode
but also find the hybrid mode very useful.
Both features are essential in an ‘all-round’
trail camera.

Detection and range

This camera’s single motion detector
covers five detection zones with a detection
angle of 40 degrees. Its distance detection
sensor can be adjusted from 1.5m to 25m,
this span covered at night by a flash range
of up to 30m. The trigger speed is in milli-
seconds (0.07sec) which is the fastest I've
tested to date.

Night-time imagery

Night photography is enhanced by auto-
matic infrared level adjustment. High-end
cameras like the Spypoint Solar can auto-
matically adjust the strength/intensity

of the flash the night-time subjects are
exposed to depending on how close the
animal is to your camera. This reduces the
likelihood of whiteing out details in the
photo. For best results make sure there’s
something in the background, such as trees
or bushes that can reflect light emitted by
the camera’s LEDs. I find the best quality
night pictures are achieved when the
setting is in Blur Reduction mode.

Power
In a belts and braces approach, not only
does the Spypoint Solar trail camera offer

“Open view of the inside o o«
the control panel.

g

4
b
the solar power and internal storage battery
combination, you can also install either
6xAA batteries or a lithium cell for back-up.
This combination provides an almost unlim-
ited battery life in the field and there’s also
an option to connect an external 12-volt
power source.
Following the maker’s instructions before
field use, I charged the internal battery
for 48 hours using the USB cable then set
the camera up using just the solar panel
and internal storage battery as the power
system. For testing purposes I've run these
cameras for months at a time and found
they operate perfectly on the solar source
alone. According to the directions, if the
power level in the internal battery becomes
too low to operate the camera, the camera
will shut down and preserve all settings.
Once the internal battery’s power level
has been charged sufficiently via the solar
panel, the camera will turn back on auto-
matically and resume operating with prior
settings unchanged.
After convincing myself the solar power
source was everything I hoped it would
be, I added a set of 6xAA batteries just to
be sure. My intent is to run this camera
on the hybrid ‘video + photo first’ setting.
When 6xAA batteries are installed (or the
proprietary lithium battery pack utilised),
the camera pulls power from the solar panel
until the charge in the internal battery is
insufficient. At that point it switches to the
power from the AA batteries. Once the
internal storage battery has been topped up
the camera reverts to solar power.
The Spypoint Solar doesn’t need 100 per
cent panel coverage or direct sunlight to
charge the internal storage battery. In early

Spypoint’s unique trial camera

Bottom!'view of
he underside
shows USB
socket and tripod

testing I even ran one on the shady side of a
reasonably large tree. Upon checking after
a month I found the solar panel had kept
the internal storage battery fully topped up,
showing that any light present will generate
some charge. As previously mentioned, the
internal viewer (screen data) shows the
percentage the camera is charging, which
can be useful when positioning it. You can
immediately see the solar charging benefits
of angling the camera and its fixed solar
panel one way or another, but as the sun
moves the charging data is only relevant

to that specific orientation of sunlight and
camera.

Hardware
The camera’s external measurements
are 10cm wide x 17cm high x 10cm deep.
It comes with both a strap and/or quick
detachable bracket option for mounting on
a tree. You can use either the bracket and
strap or go without the bracket by passing
the strap through the alternative loops on
the back of the camera.

With the bracket strapped to the tree you
can clip the camera in/out of the bracket,

Australian Shooter 63



Spypoint’s unique trial camera

making it easy to check or change the

AA batteries without affecting the set-up
and orientation of the mounting bracket.
The battery cover is flush with the rear of
the camera and unscrews to expose the
AA hatteries. A female thread for a tripod
mount is recessed into the base of the
camera.

Card choice and image storage S : S i
Access to the Secure Digital High Capacity el SR L':::s':':’lf::,gsc?,:;yl"m’g"g —
(SDHC) memory card slot is via the s gt ; i i Spypoint Solar confirms
camera’s front ‘door’. The Spypoint Solar 2 : ; e : S ';;::dp, A ,'__r'gg‘-m =
accepts SDHC cards up to 32GB and will ; i I3 - :
also work with smaller capacity SD cards.
However, this is one of the best available
cameras for those situations where, in order
to minimise human scent and its effect on
spooking game, you may not want to check
your trail camera too regularly, hence logic
says use the biggest card possible. And if :
using video I suggest also opting for not - /A mob of goats at a farm= .
just Class 10 cards but those with super- 4 R:,;'::,%QSZ;?;Z&Z'::;{ i
fast read/write speeds (SanDisk offers a il
SDHC 32 GB card with 300x write speed). 2/08/2017 06:59
Spypoint also has 48MP software for image
processing by computer. exceptional for both photo and video. This
unique trail camera saves on batteries and
Conclusion therefore addresses many of their limita-
Day-time pictures are superb with detec- tions. The Spypoint Solar is available at
tion sensitivity and trigger response proschoice.com.au @
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ROLLED ANTI-PRY
DOOR EDGE

EXTERNAL AMMO
COMPARTMENT

HIGHLY SECURE
KEY-LOCK ENTRY

DEADLOCKING
ANTI-PRY SYSTEM

RE-ENFORCED
LOCKING EDGE

INTERNAL HOOKS
STORAGE

ANTI DRILL
PLATE

SPRING LOADED
DEAD BOLT

POWER LOCKING
BOLTS

safes.spika.com.au

Safes




Welcome to the Great Outdoors

Unlike other outdoors magazines, Great Australian
Outdoors takes an in-depth look at issues affecting our
continent’s landscape, fauna and flora. We consult
academics, environmental experts and custodians of the
land and seas, be it farmers, fishers or those charged with
protecting it for future generations. Take us on the road -

Premiere Edition

(reat Australian

1000

2019 Jssipe 1 < 1095 mel. GST

-\._\
- >

Great Australian Outdoors is packed with practical touring
tips, travel ideas, maps, technical information, even food
and water safety for travellers. At last our big country has
a big outdoors magazine — order your copy of GAO now
to secure the SSAA member discount and free postage.
It’s the big new magazine for our big sensational country!

e lkara-Flinders Ranges
Stay where red dirt is framed
by rocky ranges

Features »

¢ The Caernarvon Track
Go bush & help the environment

e Explore, Earn, Enjoy!
Fund your Aussie adventure with
some casual work as you go

e Off-road with the Hema
HX-1 GPS Navigator

* Top 10 tips to enhance
your 4x4 experience

* Hunting for the table

* Frontline fight for
native species

* Book, product reviews
...anol mueh more

_ Secure your PREMIERE EDITION filled with
140 pages of Destinations, Exploration and Conservation

axo)

o YES, | am a SSAA Member Please send SSAA Membership No. NO, | am not a SSAA Member - Please

Sl A A me a copy of GAO for only $9.95 send me a copy of GAO for only $14.95
3 SS. Membe rs including postage. (Australia Only) ‘ including postage. (Australia Only)
Discount & FREE
2 o
3 Mailout offer Name Address

P/code Please post me D copy/copies

onlineshop.ssaa.org.au of GAO. Enclosed is my Cheque or Money Order or charge my Credit Card for the amount of $

Type of card: Iﬁ D D Signature

Address to: GAO, Box 282,
Plumpton, NSW 2761 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ H ‘ ‘ ‘

LT By




We reckon the Kiwis can sleep easy

John Maxwell

ustralians know New Zealand

as a nation of good mates, epic

scenery, rugby rivalry and, above

all, a safe and peaceful place. So
residents of the Hawke’s Bay and Gisborne
regions on the east coast of the north island
must have been astonished to hear they
were more likely to be shot dead than
anyone else in NZ.

A report by Radio New Zealand detailed
NZ Police statistics which indicated the
police Eastern district had the nation’s
highest rate of murder or manslaughter
involving firearms.

So how high is that? The answer is not
very. NZ Police figures cover the 10 years
from 2008 to 2017 and aren’t that easy to
digest for drawing useful comparisons.
New Zealand has 12 police districts - three
in the south and nine in the north - each
collating their own data, presented as fire-
arms deaths, injuries and occurrences per
100,000 population over the 10-year period.

The figure for Eastern district is
0.040631 which on its own is pretty much
meaningless. NZ Radio’s report cites a total
of 76 firearm murders or manslaughters
in all of New Zealand in a decade, 10 of
those in Eastern region at an average of

SSAA TV ads spread message far and wide

COUNTLESS SSAA MEMBERS have
given our latest TV commercials a big
thumbs-up after seeing them across the
Win network and Channel 7 through late
2018. The ads carried a simple message
- Shooting is a sport for all ages - and
featured a bright and engaging mix of youth
and experience.

While SSAA members realise shooting
is an all-encompassing sport, there are
too many Australians who simply don’t
understand it or even give it much thought.
The commercials sought to rectify that and
show the positive side of shooting rarely
discussed in mainstream media. Far from
being dangerous, the ads demonstrated
the inclusivity, safety and enjoyment of our
sport.

In addition to the two SSAA commer-
cials, a third focused on our Farmer
Assist Program and was seen by around
650,000 viewers, again demonstrating the
significance of sporting shooters while

66 Australian Shooter

one a year. The major city policing regions
of Wellington and Auckland go for years
without experiencing a firearm murder or
manslaughter.

Last September, NZ Police reported the
lowest incidence of murder in 40 years,
hardly challenging downtown East St Louis,
the US homicide capital with a murder rate
of 11 per 100,000 population.

Compared with Australia, the Australian
Institute of Criminology figures for 2013-
14, the latest available, show a total of 32
murders involving guns - three times as
many died from stab wounds. Australia has
five times the population of New Zealand.

Australia’s overall murder rate for
2013-14 was one per 100,000 popula-
tion from all causes, guns being used in
13 per cent of the 32 incidents. Past AIC
research has indicated the vast majority of
gun murders are committed by unlicensed
individuals using unregistered weapons, ie
criminals.

The NZ Police statistics show higher
figures for firearms injuries and ‘occur-
rences’ across all 12 police districts.
Occurrences aren’t defined but the radio
report cited NZ Police Association presi-
dent Chris Cahill as saying gun crime was

encouraging landowners to sign up to the
program.

The commercials ran hundreds of times
and received overwhelmingly positive
feedback with many members delighted to
see the sport being exposed to the wider
community. “I saw the ad for the first time
last night on 7mate and am very happy to
see the SSAA putting out great ads like
these to help support the firearms owners
of Australia. Good work guys,” said Mitch
via the SSAA TV YouTube channel.

As we step up our inevitable march to
200,000 members, the SSAA will continue
to adopt a national approach in its recruit-
ment push and in educating broader
Australia. While TV advertising doesn’t
come cheaply, the benefits gained by
informing the wider public on the shooting
sports is invaluable.

If you missed the ads you can view them
online at SSAA TV,

severely under-reported by police officers.
It said one survey by police showed front-

line staff dealt with 86 gun incidents in 79

days with just five officially reported.

That raises a range of issues. Are NZ
Police falling down on the job or are they
perhaps so under-resourced they just don’t
have the officers to follow up on gun crime?
Or perhaps many of the occurrences are so
trivial they justify no official action.

The NZ Police stats could well be the
opening salvo in an emerging debate over
the country’s gun laws, with the review
now being conducted the first in more than
a quarter of a century.

By Australian standards, NZ gun laws are
relaxed. The country has a very high rate
of gun ownership and low rate of firearms
crime. Only so-called Category E firearms
- military style self-loading rifles - and
handguns need to be registered. There are
no restrictions applied to many other self-
loading firearms which can be acquired on a
standard firearms licence.

Perhaps it’s a bit surprising then the NZ
Police Association is calling for tightening
of firearms laws, including registration of all
firearms. ®

“Love this ad. This
sort of stuff is going
to promote the sport
big time” - Daniel
Reid (Facebook)



INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN COMMEMORATIVE ANNOUNCEMENT

Flying Scotsman Outback Adventure

SAVE $50.00

Yours for just
$29.99. pacrs

Limitation: 4,999 worldwide | Finish: Layered in Pure Gold | Quality: Proof | Edition: Uniquely numbered | Diameter: 38.6mm

Launched in 1922, the locomotive Flying Scotsman carned a reputation for
speed and performance that thrilled the world. As part of the Bicentenary

celebrations in 1988, Australia was privileged to host Fiying Scotsman as
it journcycd the lcngth and breadth of the nation. This once-in-a-lifetime
event is now celebrated in a new commemorative fully laycrcd with 24-carat
gold and featuring authentic Flying Scotsman metal. Struck to a high
specification, only 4999 arc available.

The earliest applications will receive the lowest edition numbers. For
this reason applications will be proccsscd ona strictly first-come, first-served
basis and are limited to one per Australian houschold. Successful applicants
also quality to view the next coin in the Flying Scotsman Icon of Steam
Commemaorative Collection for only $79.99 (plus $9.99 postage and
handling) sent cntircly without obligation on our 14-day home approval
service. Applicants may cancel at any time and all purchascs are covered by

The Bradford Exchange 14-Day Money-Back Guarantee.

SEND NO MONEY NOW - save $50.00 - yours for just
$29.99 + P&H

The fastest way to own this historic tribute is to order online at
www.bradford.com.au/coins or call frec on 1300725 103. Alternarively
complctc and post the application form below.

Limited Edition with Individual Numbering
4 Each coin is individual[y numbered, meaning no two are the same.
Yours is the one and only issue of its kind — the ultimate collector’s

item.

Fully layered with Pure 24-Carat Gold
As bcﬁtting a subjcct an event of such importance, the coin is fully

laycrcd \Vitl'l pure 24-carat gOld .

Genuine Flying Scotsman metal incorporated

3
s
f Authentic metal from Fl_yiﬂg Scotsman is cxpcrtly cast in the centre of

the wheel of each commemorative, making it part of the history of this
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Each coin is accompanied by a Certificate of
Authenticity, which is supplied, free of charge.
An elegant presentation case to house the
golden Proof coins will accompany a future
delivery and is supplied to you FREE, as part
of your collection.

This fine collectable is not legal tender and bears no monetary face value
©2019 The Bradford Exchange Ltd. ~ A.B.N. 13 003 159 617

403-COM69.01

Fastest way to order: WWW.bradford.com.au/coins

NOW

N/OTI’P_I‘E/

YES, 1 wish to apply for Flying Scotsman
Outback Adventure for just $29.99 (plus $9.99
PerH). I do not need to send any money now.

Order reference:

103864

COMPLETE AND SEND THIS APPLICATION FORM IN AN ENVELOPE TO:

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE, TEC G
REPLY PAID 86369

PARRAMATTA NSW 2124 OFFICIAL

NO STAMP REQUIRED DISTRIBUTOR

Title

or call FREE on 1300 725 103

Lines open Mon-Fri 8.00am-5.00pm Quote reference 103864

O Mr CJ Mrs O3 Ms O Miss O Other

Name

Address

Postcode

Email Address

Telephone

Signature

Please allow up to 10 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability and reservation acceptance. Credit criteria may apply. Our privacy policy is available online at www.bradford.com.au. You must be over I8 years old to apply.
From time to time, we may allow carefully screened companies to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive offers, please tick this box. O



Chemical camouflage

Making our native mammals invisible to invasive predators

Kyle Brewer is one of four students selected to receive a cash grant in the

latest round of SSAA Bursary awards. Here, he expands the thinking behind his

ambitious project that grabbed the attention of the SSAA panel

he threat foxes and feral cats pose

as invasive predators of native

Australian animals has been known

since the early 1920s. These
marauders are largely responsible for the
extinction of 28 (11 per cent) of Australia’s
known land mammal species and their
continued predation is expected to cause
the extermination of at least one to two
species every decade.

Without effective means of interven-
tion, mammal (as well as bird and reptile)
losses will continue and there will be no
preventing future extinctions. Currently no
‘silver bullet’ exists for invasive predator
control and multiple containment methods
are often employed together (eg, poison
baiting, trapping, shooting). Poison baiting
is the most effective invasive predator
control process and can significantly reduce
their numbers. However, in many cases
individuals that don’t consume poison baits
(‘bait-shy’ animals) persist within the target
area and inflict considerable damage on
native mammal populations.

This is particularly relevant in reintro-
duction areas, where attempts are being
made to establish small captive-bred
populations of native animals in the wild,
as bait-shy predators have been known
to wipe out entire blocks of reintroduced
animals. My PhD research aims to comple-
ment current control strategies like poison
baiting through the development of innova-
tive control technologies, with the overall
aim of improving efficacy. These improved
control means can then be used as ‘tools’
within a ‘conservationist toolkit’ that can
be tailored to specific instances of exotic
predator curbs.

Foxes and feral cats possess a keen sense
of smell and investigate sources of odours
that are novel or associated with food
sources. My project aims to take advantage
of this and involves the development of
an olfactory lure that mimics the odour of
a native animal and is designed to attract
foxes and feral cats. The lure is unpalatable
and therefore, through behavioural condi-
tioning it is hypothesised the predator will
associate the odour as a non-food source
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and eventually become immune to the
effects of the smell and ignore it completely.
Similar behaviour is well recognised in
humans and is related to sensory adapta-
tion. Imagine you enter a room and inhale
the scent of fresh flowers in a vase. If you
remain in that room your brain will start to
perceive a decrease in the scent’s intensity
over time (the smell seems to fade) even
though the intensity of the aroma actually
remains constant. This sensory adaptation
is our brain recognising the smell is not
dangerous and reducing our sensitivity to it
to exclude redundant information.

Ultimately we hope the unpalatable
olfactory lure will prove useful for native
animal reintroduction programs. Many such
projects involve the breeding of animals
in captivity followed by the release of the
population into the wild. However, before
this can happen the intended reintroduction
area needs to be cleared of foxes and feral
cats through various control initiatives,
which can be very costly as well as time
and labour intensive.

In addition, the predators may migrate in

and out of the area meaning they’re missed.
Our alternative solution to this problem is
to spread the unpalatable olfactory lures
across the intended reintroduction area and
allow foxes and feral cats to investigate the
odours for several weeks. The lures are
designed to smell like the native animal
that’s going to be reintroduced so foxes and
cats gradually become conditioned to ignore
the odour (through sensory adaptation) and
recognise it as being inedible.

Once the predators have been condi-
tioned, the native animals can be introduced
into the area in the hope they will also be
ignored and therefore have a much greater
chance of survival.

Assistance kindly provided by the SSAA’s
Academic Bursary Program will allow me to
travel to the ACT, deploy the olfactory lure
in field trials and test this hypothesis within
a controlled reintroduction area.

I thank the SSAA for supporting my
ongoing research and also backing the
fight to conserve our endangered native
Australian animals. @



Micro brainwave

Research aims to keep bandicoots one step ahead of predators

Meg Edwards is another student who benefitted from the SSAA Bursary
awards. She has taken time to expand on the thinking behind her initiative

ative wildlife in Australia has

faced devastating effects from

introduced predators such as

feral cats and foxes. More than
a quarter of our mammals have become
extinct in the past 220 years and Australia
now has the world’s worst mammal extinc-
tion record. In particular, many of our bandi-
coots and bilby species are facing extermi-
nation from these introduced killers.

Australia has approximately 20 species
of bandicoots with many under threat. By
training our wildlife to avoid predators,
bandicoots may have a fighting chance of
survival. The northern brown bandicoot is
an omnivorous species weighing between
one and two kilograms and very common
in gardens, although often people only
see their iconic diggings. Northern brown
bandicoots are an ideal species to use as a
model for endangered groups such as the
greater bilby.

As part of my PhD research, bandicoots
are captured from the wild and brought
to the Hidden Vale Wildlife Centre, a new
research unit in south-east Queensland.
There, the bandicoots are tested to see how
they react to introduced predators then an
attempt is made to train them to run into
safe bandicoot bunkers.

These bunkers are controlled by micro-
chip automation so only microchipped
bandicoots can have access and are safe
from predators. The bandicoots are trained
to use the microchip-automated bunkers

by enticing them with a piece of bread with
peanut butter on - the bandicoots’ favou-
rite treat! The bunkers can also be an area
where bandicoots could be given supple-
mentary food in the wild after release, as
they don’t allow access unless the micro-
chip has been registered to the door. So it
excludes any potential competitors as well
as predators. All this training (to use the
bunkers and predator-avoidance schooling)
is captured on video and the footage studied
to determine the bandicoots’ behaviours
such as vigilance, foraging and movement
habits.

A
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Once trained, the bandicoots are released
back into the wild and tracked to determine
their reintroduction success. VHF trans-
mitters are attached to the bandicoots and
either myself or a volunteer goes out daily
to find them and obtain a GPS location. This
data is used to see if the predator-avoidance
training had an effect on their survival after
release. It’s hoped information gained from
this research can help reintroduction proj-
ects around Australia, so I thank the SSAA
for their financial support which helped
fund the cameras used to capture the video
material. @
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Fabarm’s fabulous .410

Under and over and out in the field

John McDougall

ust when you think clay target

shooting and hunting has no more

challenges, Fabarm has made a

.410 calibre/36-gauge under and
over shotgun to measure the skills of the
best of shooters as well as the young and
light-framed.

Firing a Y0z of shot in the latest target
Remington American Clay and Field loads
used during the evaluation, the .410 calibre
Fabarm provided a work-out over the
sporting clays ranges when compared with
the 12-gauge. In view of its light weight
and reduced recoil it’s ideal for a youngster
or lady shooter starting out as well as any
seasoned competition shooter seeking an
additional test.

Firing the little %0z loads was an eye-
opener compared to its big brother’s 1oz
loads in the 12-gauge, but the reduced
recoil and lightness of the gun provided
benefit for those starting off who find the
12-gauge too heavy and the 20-gauge too
savage on recoil. For the experienced
shooter the reduced shot load certainly
questions the skKills.

The barrels
These were perfectly finished with a matte
blueing and ran out to 710mm (28") in

length. The top ventilated rib was quite

The Fabarm Elos
f,‘ B2 36-gauge as
supplied.

John McDougall pﬁf.
'+ the Fabarm .410 cal/36
gauge through its paces

it 3 e

.
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Full-length view of the Fabarm Elos.

high at 7mm above the barrels while the
wide and solid side ribs separated the barrels
and provided extra weight. At the muzzle
end there was a single red fluoro barrel sight
while interchangeable internal choke tubes
were fitted to enable the user to cater for
either hunting or clay target situations.

The choke tubes measured 45mm (1%%")
and were offered in a selection of constric-
tions (see specifications table). A T-piece
choke tube spanner was supplied and this,
along with the choke tubes, arrived in a
handy snap-close case for ease of access
whether placed in a gun bag or hunting
jacket pocket.

At the chamber end the Elos B2 was
suited to 76mm (3") cartridges and proofed
to steel High Performance level. This supe-
rior proofing by Fabarm will be much appre-
ciated by the waterfowl hunter. The ejectors
were precisely timed and expelled fired
shells well clear of the chamber to facilitate
fast reloading. The gun, being chambered for
the longer 3" cartridges, would also go well
firing the shorter 2" cartridges if desired.

The receiver

This was nicely designed in a semi-round
action with tastefully completed scroll
engraving about its surfaces and ‘Fabarm’
stamped on both sides of the receiver. On

With the action open.

the underside the model of the Elos B2 was

to be found also stylishly stamped into the
metal, complementing the overall appeal of
the gun. The whole receiver was finished
in grey nitrite matte which contrasted well
with the barrel colouring and woodwork.
Not only was the Fabarm Elos B2 expertly
made, it looked great too.

Design of the triggerguard was not scaled
down for smaller sized or younger shooters
but man-sized to suit those who might
relish the challenge of the .410 cal/36-gauge
Elos. The triggerfoot was deftly designed
and not adjustable but comfortable to the
feel. Both of the mechanically activated
triggers released at around 51b which
seemed a little heavy for a sporting clays
gun but quite acceptable and safe for a
hunting shotgun.

I was highly impressed by the mechanical
trigger system as this is employed due
to the almost non-existence of recoil to
work an inertia-operated trigger selection
system. I also prefer a mechanical selected
trigger system for hunting so no opportuni-
ties are missed should you have a misfire,
as would occur with an inertia selected
shotgun. Certainly the mechanically
selected trigger system was a bonus.

The top lever was well designed and
scaled down for the smaller gauge gun,

The safety
catch/barrel

selector is not
scaled down.

Fabarm’s fabulous .410

unlike the trigger and triggerguard. Fitted
with a scalloped lever end for ease of
opening the action, the tension on the top
lever was nicely weighted for ease of opera-
tion. Just back from the top lever, on the
rearward part of the top tang was located
the safety catch-cum-barrel selector. This
was also not scaled down to suit the smaller
framed gun but offered a man-sized catch
for positive and safe operation.

Stock and fore-end

These were strikingly finished in a
matching walnut stain with grain running
throughout the stock matching that of the
Schnabel (Tulip) fore-end. Chequering
about the stock and fore-end was tastefully
completed at around 18 lines per inch with
the patterns on the pistol grip and fore-end
providing great coverage for a firm and
positive hold.

The fore-end catch was somewhat
different to the mechanical release action
found on most other makes of shotgun, but
typically Fabarm. To release, the fore-end
wood was gently pressed to the barrels
before the catch could free the wooden
fore-end. To reinstate the fore-end wood
the fore-end was firstly lowered on to the
receiver before snapping it back into posi-
tion beneath the barrels.

The underside is marked
‘Overpressure tested’ along witl
model designation
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Fabarm'’s fabulous .410

It was a great idea to include a thin recoil
pad on the buttstock of the Elos B2 to main-
tain a good gun mount. Since recoil was
not an issue with the 36-gauge gun there
was no need for a thicker recoil pad, even if
used by lightweight youngsters or ladies.

In the field

I really enjoyed the challenge of the .410
cal/36-gauge Elos B2. It was a pleasant
change from the heavier 12-gauge guns I'd
been used to firing with a full 1oz of lead.
The lightness of the gun meant it was quite
fast and the shorter barrels took a while to
appreciate but targets succumbed to the
50z Remington American Clay and Field
Loads I used for evaluation.

Travelling at 1275fps the tiny 36-gauge
loads still had the potential to bust clays
out to 40m. It took patience to grasp the
‘quickness’ of the light gun but it was a lot
of fun. Friends found it enjoyable too. It
attracted a great deal of attention with its
reduced report but I wouldn’t for a moment
suggest it could replace the 12-gauge as the

The gun in
component parts.
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The grey nitride finish of the
receiver complemented by
scroll engraving.

basic model for sporting clays and hunting.
I'd have enjoyed chasing quail with it or
popping some bunnies but dry conditions
and the quail closed season didn’t present
that opportunity.

In closing, if you're after a well-made
double-barrel .410 cal/36-gauge shotgun I
don’t believe you could go past this beauti-
fully appointed offering from Fabarm. @

Specifications

Maker: Armi Fabarm, Brescia, Italy
Model: Fabarm Elos B2 AL .410 cal/36
gauge

Distributor: Raytrade

Overall weight: 2.72kg/6lb

Barrel weight: 1.26kg/2Ib 130z
Overall length: | 145mm/45"

Barrel length: 710mm/28"

Bore size: .410 cal/36 gauge
Chamber length and proof: 76mm/3"
chambered and HP steel shot proof
Chokes: Full x2, Improved Modified
x|, Modified x2, Improved Cylinder x|,
Cylinder x 1. With two fitted into the gun
and five fitted into a snap-close plastic
receptacle along with the T-piece choke
tube spanner

Length of pull: 375mm/[4%4"

Drop at comb: 34mm/13/s"

Drop at heel: 57mm/2'4"

Trigger pulls: Under barrel 5Ib; over
barrel 5lb

Warranty: Five years
Price: $2495

Special limited-edition book offer

FIFTY YEARS AGO, without rules,
regulations or clients, Bob Penfold launched
Australia’s very first guided big game
hunting business. Penfold: Life and Times of a
Professional Hunting Guide From Down Under
boasts more than 350 pages of his South
Pacific hunting adventures and photographs
as he takes you through his pioneering
journey filled with controversy, lawsuits
and competition. Just prior to Bob passing
away we managed to secure 85 of the 1000

copies printed for distribution. This rare
biographical hardback book retails for
$99.95 but our special onlineshop.ssaa.
org.au offer to SSAA members who are
subscribed to Australian Hunter magazine is
$60 plus $17 postage in Australia.

Visit membership.ssaa.org.au/forms/
hunter to subscribe to Australia’s favourite
hunting magazine.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Three charged after gun-parts bust

John Maxwell

riminals continue to try to
import firearms, with Australian
Federal Police and Australian
Border Force busting three men
who attempted to bypass the Customs
barrier with gun components hidden inside
a toy motorcycle mailed from the US. Inside
the package were 16 earth-coloured plastic
frames for compact handguns. They appear
to be Glock 26 or similar. Also found were
large capacity handgun magazines - 26
box magazines of 30-round capacity and
24 drum magazines of 50-round capacity -
which appear to fit Glock handguns.

The operation started on January 9 when
ABF officers at the Melbourne International
Mail Facility spotted a suspicious parcel
containing a child’s plastic sit-on toy
motorcycle. An X-ray analysis identified
anomalies and on opening the parcel offi-
cers found multiple firearm parts hot-glued
to the outside of the motorcycle. The AFP
said following further investigation the ABF
identified another two packages found to
contain similarly concealed firearms parts.

Police subsequently raided premises in
the Melbourne suburbs of Brunswick and
Southbank as well as locations in NSW
believed to be associated with the impor-
tations. Three men aged 25, 26 and 33
were arrested and charged with a series of
offences relating to possessing a traffick-
able quantity of unregistered firearms as
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well as trafficking and importing prohibited
firearms parts.

During the raids officers seized further
firearms parts including 60 gun receivers,
26 magazines of 30-cartridge capacity as
well as springs, magazine followers and end
caps. Because the three are now before the
courts the AFP declined to disclose any
further information, such as what type of
firearm the 60 receivers would make up.

AFP Detective Superintendent Jayne
Crossling said these seizures were signifi-
cant and attempts to illegally import firearms
parts were always treated seriously. “We
do not want unregulated and unchecked
items possibly making their way to criminal
groups, which then has far-reaching conse-
quences for the safety of the community,”
she said in a media statement.“There is now
no chance these firearms will end up in the
dangerous hands of outlaw criminal motor-
cycle gangs or other criminals.”

The tale of the Yataghan bayonet

Ray Dennis

t’s amazing how one thing can
lead to another. After inheriting
an 1870 Snider rifle | wanted to
complete the package by finding
the accompanying bayonet - not an
easy or inexpensive proposition if
you want one in good condition.
| soon found myself at a gun and
knife show where all | could find was
the French Yataghan sword bayonet
for the Chassepot rifle. It was in
reasonable condition for its manu-
facture date of March 1870 from the
Imperiale de Chatellerault arsenal.
The salesman was a real pro, waxing lyrical
about what a wonderful patina it had, appar-
ently a highly valued and prized condition for an
antique, though you and | might have called it
pitted rust. When | arrived home with my new

acquisition and went to hang it on
my wall - the only bit of wall your
bride lets you put your boy’s toys
on - | got the “What do you think
you’re doing with that rusty piece
of junk?”

Displaying my new bayonet, |
explained. “Not like that you're
not!” was the answer. | further
explained I'd be cleaning it up and,
as you can see by the photo, got
a bit carried away with the sand-
paper and buffing compound. |

eventually brought it back to better-
than-new shape, even removing the final manu-
facturing sanding marks to a flawless condition
while still retaining all the sharp corners and
inspection marks then giving it a spray with a
clear lacquer for rust prevention.

ABF Regional Commander for Victoria,
Craig Palmer, said the detection highlighted
ABEF effectiveness at the border. “ABF
officers working in the international mail
environment in Melbourne and around
the country are highly skilled in targeting
suspect consignments and detecting
firearms parts, no matter how they’re
concealed,” he said.

“Our officers are supported by tech-
nology and use other detection method-
ologies at our international mail centres
to identify a range of high risk items. In
this case these techniques have helped us
prevent a significant number of firearms
entering the community and potentially
falling into the wrong hands.”

Much more remains to be revealed
about this case. It surely shows that
illicit imports, dismissed by some anti-
gun campaigners as a minor source of
illegal firearms compared to those stolen
from legal owners, remains a significant
source of black market guns for criminals
willing to pay high prices for unregistered
firearms.

That was demonstrated in 2017 when
police busted a gang in Sydney which
imported 130 Glock handguns from
Germany and sold them on the black
market. Just a couple of dozen have since
been recovered, one from a member of the
Comanchero outlaw motorcycle gang. ®

It took me another two years to find the
1856 Enfield Yataghan sword bayonet | was
after and it has the broad arrow stamp of the
war department and a BSA inspection mark. It
received the same treatment, removing all that
beautiful patina and rechequering the dried out
stamped leather hand grips.

| know other collectors out there would
be having kittens reading about me defacing
our history, though I’'m causing no permanent
damage that another hundred years of neglect
wouldn’t rectify and restore to ‘antique’ value.
| enjoy looking up at my shiny little antique
collection and am happy they’re not locked
away in a cupboard, while guests are genuinely
interested in their history and marvel at the
fact they’re 150 years old. Maybe more people
would collect antiques and put them on display
if they were actually nice to look at. @
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Howa’s M1500 KRG

Bravo long-range rifle

Con Kapralos

he global success of Howa M1500

rifles can be largely attributed to

the relationship between Howa in

Japan and the Fuller Global Group,
which encompasses entities such as Legacy
Sports in the US, Highland Outdoors in
the UK and, in Australia, Outdoor Sporting
Agencies (OSA). It’s heartening to see the
Fuller family business flourishing and the
Howa M1500 rifle has played a major part
in that rise.

The beauty of the Howa M1500 is its
availability as a barrelled action. While
many shooters and hunters opt to buy the
bare barrelled action and mate it with one
of the countless aftermarket stock options
available, OSA also offers a complete range
of rifles made for a specific purpose, be it
hunting or target shooting. One of the newer
additions is the Howa M1500 KRG Bravo.

Kinetic Research Group (KRG) is a
US-based rifle stock manufacturer which
caters to the long-range and target shooting
markets. The Bravo stock is a dedicated
long-range chassis which mates perfectly
with the Howa M1500 barrelled action with
a #6-contour varmint barrel. The Bravo

A single screw retains the covers that access
butt-hook and grip storage.
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chassis is also inletted for other popular
makes and models.

The review rifle

The rifle supplied was the Howa KRG Bravo
with the 24", #6-contour varmint barrel

in .308 Winchester with black stock. Also
included was an optic perfectly suited to the
platform in a Zeiss Conquest V4 6-24 x50 in
steel Nikko Stirling rings.

What’s immediately evident is the weight
and length of the rifle - it’s designed to be
shot from a rest or prone (using a shooting
mat or ground-sheet). You could carry
it around with a sling but your back will
protest. The use of a benchrest, bipod or
tripod would be the way to go.

OSA lists on its website the Howa KRG
Bravo with only the 24" varmint barrel with
either the black or FDE (Flat Dark Earth)
chassis in 6.5 Creedmoor or .308 Winchester
(as supplied for review). The rifle does come
with a hard plastic transportation case lined
with high density foam, a small selection of
KRG accessories and printed user informa-
tion from Howa and KRG.

The action

The barrelled action is the M1500 short-
action length and is of a standard turn-bolt
repeating design made from a single piece of
steel, with a cylindrical upper profile which
terminates in a flat underside to facilitate
the magazine box and stock bedding require-
ments. The Howa M1500 action is one of the
few that still encompasses an integral recoil
lug machined into the same piece of metal as
the action itself.

The Howa recoil lug is straightforward,
effective and strong. The ejection port is
well designed to permit ultra-reliable extrac-
tion and ejection of cases. A small gas vent
is incorporated into the left side of the action
ring as a means of directing hot gases away
from the shooter’s face. The action top is of
a slightly convex nature to which four drilled
and tapped holes have been provided, two
fore and two aft of the ejection port. This
pattern accepts any scope mounting bases
designed around the Remington 700/Howa
M1500 pattern.

The bolt is an uncomplicated one-piece
unit with dually-opposed twin locking lugs
and is set on a push-feed action. The spring-
loaded plunger through the bolt-face and
claw-mounted extractor performs the task
of case manipulation and the entire bolt is
simple to strip and clean.

The bolt handle is basic, a slight swept
back design which comes to the hand easily.
It’s devoid of any knurling or scalloping and
doesn’t really need it. The bolt body is matte
blued like the rest of the action but its travel
is smooth. The bolt lift is of a 90-degree
configuration but the layout of the bolt
handle shank ensures that even with low
mounted scopes, clearance is not a problem.

To remove the bolt, Howa incorporates a
small bolt-release tab on the rear-left of the
action. Simply depress the tab when the bolt
is drawn back.



Trigger/magazine

Howa fits all its rifles with the HACT (Howa
Accuator Controlled Trigger) two-stage
trigger. The trigger breaks cleanly and
crisply. I assume the pull weight could be
adjusted lower if required but I feel tinkering
with triggers should be left to a professional.

The trigger broke at about 1.4kg and was
perfect for testing as set. The safety system
is an extension of the HACT trigger with
a three-position function. The rear-most
setting blocks the trigger and locks the bolt
handle down, the middle setting blocks the
trigger but permits the bolt to be cycled and
the forward setting unblocks the trigger
allowing the rifle to fire.

Forward to the magazine which is an
Accurate Mag (AICS compatible) steel
detachable box, designed to complement the
KRG Bravo chassis and holds 10 rounds in
.308 Winchester. Cartridges are fed by hand
and the magazine itself clips into place once
inserted into the well. A large ambidextrous
magazine release to the rear of the well
quickly removes the magazine. Cartridges
were picked up by the Howa bolt from
the magazine and chambered without any
problems.

The barrel

This gives the rifle its purpose. Its extended
length of 24" is well suited to the ballistics of
the .308 Winchester. The chrome-moly, cold-
hammer forged barrel is of a one in 10" twist
with the barrel profile starting from 30mm at
the knox form and tapering to 21mm at the
muzzle. The crown is of a recessed target
profile.

The barrel is matte blued to match the
rest of the action and metalware. The review
rifle had been previously used and before
range testing a complete barrel clean was
warranted, removing powder and copper
fouling.

The stock

The Bravo stock is what makes this rifle a
standout long-range affair and its features
are substantial. It’s built by KRG on a
chassis platform but hasn’t the usual ‘skele-
tonised-look’ of most chassis-stocks, opting
for a traditional appearance.

However the Bravo chassis has all the
features associated with other KRG stocks.
The buttstock and fore-end is crafted from
reinforced polymer material which suits the
tactical nature of the unit, while the ‘back-
bone’ of the chassis itself is a full-length
aluminium platform running from the action
to the tip of the fore-end.

The ‘radius bedding system’ is designed
by KRG into the aluminium chassis which
permits consistent contact between the

Howa's M1500 KRG Bravo long-range rifle

The short-action M1500 in
.308 Winchester.

action and chassis while the barrel is free-
floating. The Howa barrelled action is still
secured to the Bravo chassis using the two
standard action-screws and the chassis is
easily removed from the barrelled action.
The well which accepts the 10-round
Accurate Mag box magazine is made from
the same polymer as the stock, as is the
triggerguard.

The fore-end of the stock has mounting
provisions for Picatinny rails, tripod mounts,
barrier stops as well as M-LOK slots in the
sides and bottom for universal accessory
mounting. Moving to the buttstock, the
adjustable cheekpiece, oversized pistol-grip,
flexible length-of-pull and quality KRG sorb-
othane recoil pad makes this a stock which

The aluminium backbone
of the Bravo chassis.

lets the user set up to their exact require-
ments when shooting prone, off a bench or
tripod.

Other features of the buttstock are a butt-
hook which can be used with a rear bag by
simply removing a polymer cover and also a
small storage compartment in the pistol grip
itself.

At the range

Once the riflescope was fitted and bore-
sighted, the barrel was cleaned back to bare
metal for some serious accuracy testing at
the standard 100m. OSA supplied several
hunting and target loads from Hornady and
Buffalo River which were supplemented
with a few favourite loads I use in my

Howa M1500 KRG Bravo .308 Winchester — Accuracy testing at 100m

Ammunition tested

Groups in mm
Best Worst Average**

Federal Premium Vital Shok 130gr Speer HP 19 29 26
Hornady Match 168gr ELD 14 20 16
Federal Premium Gold Medal Berger 185gr Juggernaut OTM 18 28 24
Federal Premium Vital Shok 150gr Nosler Ballistic Tip 28 39 33
Hornady TAP 168gr A-MAX 20 35 28
Hornady Superformance 150gr SST 13 23 17

** Average calculated from five 3-shot groups
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Howa's M1500 KRG Bravo long-range rifle

Lithgow LA102 in .308 Winchester. Five
3-shot groups were taken with each ammu-
nition brand with the barrel cleaned between
changes.

The rifle shot all factory loads well with
the exception of the Federal Premium 150gr
Nosler Ballistic Tip. Strange result as this
load is always sub-0.5 MOA in my Lithgow
LA102. Several tiny groups around the
13-14mm mark is testament to the tack-
driving accuracy of this outfit and the serious
handloader should easily achieve clover-leaf
groups with their favourite components.

Overview

The Howa barrelled action with the 24",
#6-contour barrel mated to the Bravo
chassis make this a superb platform to shoot,
but it also has ‘something’, aesthetically-
speaking, for users who prefer a traditional
stock profile in a rifle.

However, the Bravo chassis has all the
features expected of a tactical platform with
multiple custom options built in. The Howa
KRG Bravo retails for $1950 and is available
from all OSA stockists.

For more visit osaaustralia.com. @

The rifle in component form.

A DI CCOAsS
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Australian Pistol and Shotgun

SPECIFICATIONS

Manufacturer: Howa, Japan/Kinetic
Research Group (KRG), US

Model: M1500 KRG Bravo
Distributor: Outdoor Sporting
Agencies

Action: Bolt-action, push-feed
Barrel length: 24" (6 10mm), varmint
profile #6-contour

Calibres: .308 Winchester (tested) -
also available in 6.5 Creedmoor.

Overall length: 1110mm
Weight: 4.47kg

Metal finish: Matte blue

Stock: KRG Bravo chassis, polymer
construction with aluminium bedding
chassis, adjustable cheekpiece,
adjustable length-of-pull (12.5"-15"),
built-in butt-hook for rear bag, fore-
end accommodates M-LOK and other
accessory provisions

Magazine: Accurate Mag (AICS
compatible) 10-shot detachable in .308
Winchester

Trigger: Howa HACT adjustable
target trigger, two-stage, adjustable
from 1.1-1.7kg (2.5-3.8Ib)

RRP: $1950

FROM OUR BENCH TO YOURS
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MAKSstorm 4x30i HD
Prismatic Scope

Daniel O’'Dea

Daniel O’'Dea
mounted the
MAKstorm on a
Remington 7615
pump-action for
simulated IPSC rifle

- competition.

The MAKstorm

has audible click

- L 4 adjustment for
elevation and
windage turrets.

n the firearms industry of today we

live in an age of optics. I guess these

days I'd be deemed middle-aged but it

doesn’t seem so long ago that an optic
on a rifle was a luxury. When I was a boy,
scoped rifles were like automatic transmis-
sion in cars - great if you could afford it but
not necessarily a standard fitment.

Back then even cheap scopes were rela-
tively expensive with range and features
limited. Today we are spoilt for choice with
seemingly endless options. Quality has
also improved significantly at all levels as
cheap scopes used to be practically useless,
once cloudy and dark and of questionable
reliability. Nowadays even most entry
level scopes are bright, clear and track just
fine. Meanwhile, top-end glass seems like
walking through a display of the latest HD
televisions with the image almost better
than real life.

A more recent development in optics
would be compact scopes that are almost
hybrids of traditional lenses scopes and red
dot-styled sights. German manufacturer
MAK CET Scope and Mounts has a really
interesting variant on this theme with
its MAKstorm Prismatic Scope. Kleinod
Pacific Enterprises is the MAK distributor
in this country and gave Australian Shooter
the chance to put one to the test.

The MAKstorm scope arrived in a
padded hard case which was possibly not
necessary as my first impression was it felt
so solid that I doubt it was possible to break
even if you tried. The MAKstorm is milled
from one solid sturdy piece of 6061-T6
aircraft grade aluminum, is only about
56mm in diameter and a compact 120mm in
length. It weighs in at a stout 398 grams.

Optically the MAKstorm is a 4x30 fixed
power scope with illuminated reticle that
features 10 daylight illumination settings
and two for night vision applications. The
objective lens is 30mm in diameter while
the ocular lens measures 26mm. The exit
pupil measurement is 7.3mm with eye relief
to 53mm and a generous seven-degree field
of view providing 13.1m coverage at 100m.
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MAKstorm 4x30i HD Prismatic Scope

digital illumination
control with Auto-Off
and last-setting memaory

battery compartment
carries one CR2032 cell

rugged housing machined
out of one solid piece of
aircraft aluminum

high light transmission

+/-3 dpt adjustable dioptric .~
correction (reticle focus)

precise click
adjustments

%,
%

safe eye-relief (53mm) and very

wide field-of-view (7%)

Daytime light transmission is 85 per cent
which the maker claims to be the highest
in this class of optic.

There’s even a focus ring at the ocular
providing diopter compensation of +/-3.
The MAKstorm is indeed a fully featured
scope which is quite remarkable in such a
compact 120mm long package and is only
achieved by use of a sophisticated optical
prism system.

The MAKstorm has adjustment turrets
for elevation and windage at the usual 12
and 3 o’clock positions on the main body.
Positive click adjustments are measured
in Milliradians as opposed to MOA, simpli-
fying adjustment on our metric ranges.
Adjustment increments on the test sample
were 0.20 Mrad but a recent upgrade now
has MAKstorm variants with .15 Mrad at
100m (or 15mm at 100m) for even finer
adjustment. The turrets provide a total of
30 Mrad adjustment for both elevation and
windage.

Located directly behind the elevation
turret are the controls for the illumination
level adjustment. A raised rubberised pad
provides touch press buttons for on and off
with plus and minus for brightness. The
digital illumination system has a memory
and maintains the last setting when the
unit is turned off. It also turns off auto-
matically after four hours if no motion is
detected.

The two night vision settings are barely
visible and can only be seen if you cover
the objective lens to black out any light
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transmission. However, this feature
would most likely only be used in military
settings, not sports and hunting applica-
tions. It’s all powered by a single 2032CR
battery in a third turret at the 9 o’clock
position on the body.

The main body has flexibility in that it
includes three rail mounting points at 9,
12 and 3 o’clock which can be employed
to add accessories such as lights, lasers
or perhaps even an extra reflex sight
for close-up targets. The inside lip of
the objective lens housing is threaded
M36x0.75 so lens protection can be added.

MAK specialises in mounting solu-
tions offering a large range of specialty
European-style bases, mounts, rails and
rings as well as modern target and tactical-
style mounts and rails. As such it is no

J

3 Picatinny rails,
detachable (option)

filter thread M36x0.75
for Kill-Flash, Ceramic
L~ filters, ...

o

extremely compact and
light-weight design

detachable Picatinny
clamp mount (different
height versions available)

surprise the MAKstorm comes with a
firm detachable base for mounting to any
standard M1913 (Picatinny) rail. The base
is held in place by two counter-sunk hex
screws for removal should the end user
require a higher base or want to switch to
a quick detachable option. As standard the
mount provides a line of sight 39mm above
the rail height of whichever rifle to which
it’s fitted.

The growth of this style of compact optic
is driven by global demand from military
and law enforcement agencies. Again it
wasn’t too long ago that optics on rifles in
these applications were exclusively the
domain of special or elite forces. Now it’s
rare to see any soldier in the field without
some form of combat optic fitted to their
service rifle at least in terms of the
western world.

It could be argued that many advance-
ments in the firearms industry are born
of military requirement before being
adapted to civilian use. In this case, many
of the attributes that make such an optic
desirable to military and law enforcement
ranks also makes them popular for civilian
needs. To this end the MAKstorm 4x30i
HD has a reticle specifically designed for
IPSC rifle competition. The reticle pres-
ents as a T-shape featuring a central circle
with fine-aiming dot point. It also has
marked subtensions for 300, 400, 500 and
600m hold-over points calibrated for .223
Remington, 308 Winchester ballistics.

Below the reticle is a ranging graph



designed to transpose against a standard
IPSC metric target to estimate range to
target. An IPSC Classic target is 75cm tall
top to bottom. You simply hold the graph
against the distant target, if it fits neatly
between the graph lines above the 6 mark
it is 600m away, the 2 mark 200m away
etc. In a hunting application you could use
the same graph based on distance from the
backline to brisket on larger deer species
like sambar which would likely be a similar
height (75cm).

The central circle acts as a quick aiming
point for snap shooting while the central
smaller dot can be used for more precise
aiming. Both can be employed for ranging
as well. The circle specification has the
outer ring covering 15.5 MOA, the line
thickness 1.75 MOA and the inner circle
edge 12 MOA. As the optic is fixed power,
those measurements stay constant. So if
you were aiming at a target with a known

TR ET LR

The MAKstorm come
with a removable
rail mount for
interchangeability

MAKstorm 4x30i HD Prismatic Scope

height of 36" and that target just squeezes

into that inner circle being 12 MOA (12" at
100 yards) it would mean the target is 300

yards away (36 + 12 = 3). For the record,

the more precise central aiming dot covers
1.5 MOA or 4.37mm at 100m.

As the MAKstorm’s reticle was set up
for the IPSC rifle competition, I mounted
it on a Remington 7615 pump-action
rifle that represents a favoured choice
for Australian competitors shooting this
discipline. I shot a few ISPC targets in
simulated competition and would consider
it a good choice in that role, especially for
close-up work. Although limited in magni-
fication for longer ranges it would still be
a worthy compromise if running a single
on the gun, especially with the ranging
reticle.

Optics were bright and clear as would
be expected from such high-end European
glass and targets loomed large on fast
transitions. The etched glass reticle was
easy to pick up while other range mark-
ings and numbers were fine enough as to
not clutter the view and stayed perfectly
legible. The illumination was bright and
sharp with ample adjustment to remain
clear in even the most intense sunlight yet
not overpower in low light.

Apart from sports target and tactical
use, this style of optic would be equally
at home in the field on any hitting scrub
gun, be it for jumping deer or pigs in the
lignum. Typically Germanic, it’s so solid
it presents as just about bullet-proof in
construction so would be bound to take
any rough and tumble and hard knocks
dished out.

I could see it quite at home on a

LIGHT MOUNT"

lever-action guide gun or big game bolt
gun. For its compact size it incorporates a
lot of highly technically advanced features
such as its Prismatic lens system and
digital illumination. Quality, of course,
comes at a premium so the MAKstorm is
not cheap with an RRP of $1950 but I'm
sure it would definitely fall into the buy
right, buy once category.

Further information at kleinodpacific.

com/brand/mak/ @

MAKstorm 4x30i
HD Prismatic Scope
specifications

Magnification: 4x

Objective clear aperture: 30mm
Exit pupil: 7.3mm

Eye relief: 53mm

Field of view: 13.Im

Diopter range: +/-3

Turret adjustment: 0.15 Mrad
Elevation adjustment: 30 Mrad
Windage adjustment: 30 Mrad
Light transmission: 85 per cent
Digital illumination adjustment:
12-position

Objective filter thread: M36x0.75
Waterproof : 400mbar

Housing material: 606 |-T6 aluminum
Dimensions (LxWxH):
120mmx64mmx56mm

Battery: CR2032

SRLM1
RRP $125

Available Now from all
leading Dealers including:

Safari Firearms - Sydney
02 9740 9760

Melbourne Gun Works
03 8354 7655

Gunpro - NSW
02 6882 8080

Roy Alexander - WA
08 9272 2205

The Open Range - QLD
07 4632 1389

nd it’s built tough. Great for shooting off Quad Bikes, Utes

and UTV’s. Light Mount - SRLMI1 swivels, pivots and supports the spotlight while you drive. Easy to mount and reliable.
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GPO Evolve binoculars

- an eye for detail

Don Caswell

erman Precision Optics (GPO)
hit the sporting optics industry
scene in 2017, owned and
managed by people with solid
commerce experience who've worked in
established top-tier optical businesses.
Their product line includes binoculars and
telescopic sights intended to compete with
the best brands. GPO performs the design,
engineering and quality control at its
German headquarters but, like many other
networks, the actual production is done in
Asia under strict control from Germany.
GPO offers two lines of binoculars, the
Evolve ED glass range with 8x32, 10x32,
8x42, 10x42, 8x56 and 10x56 and the more
expensive Evolve HD glass range with
8x42, 10x42, 8.5x50, 10x50 and 12.5x50
binoculars. Australian distributor Raytrade
provided Australian Shooter with two pairs
for review, the Evolve HD 12.5x50 and
Evolve ED 10x42.
Quality optics are essential for outdoor
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enthusiasts whether for hunting, investi-
gating distant terrain or simply observing
wildlife in vivid detail. For game stalkers
the prevailing wisdom has been that rela-
tively compact 8x binoculars were ideal,
while for long-range work or bird-watching
10x and higher were recommended. In
recent years with improvements in lens
design and build quality that’s no longer
a hard and fast rule and in my circle of
hunting friends and acquaintances I'm
seeing more people moving up to 10x. I
often carry 10x42 binoculars on twilight
stalks where I need superior light gath-
ering and opt for my compact 10x25s
during the day.

Higher powered binoculars, especially
those with larger objective lenses for supe-
rior light gathering, are naturally bigger
and heavier than less powerful models.
Still, the most productive hunting times
are around first and last light when you
want the best light gathering binoculars

The GPO ED 10x42,
left, and HD 12.5x50
models

ye relief adjustment on
the HD 12.5x50s.

you can, especially for trophy hunters who
need every advantage in assessing a stag in
lowlight forest shadows.

GPO binoculars feature magnesium alloy
barrels filled with nitrogen and are fogproof
and waterproof, the optical design of the
Schmidt-Pechan roof type. The Evolve HD
12.5x50s are coated with a firm rubber skin
with textured inserts that provide excellent
grip. Both surfaces are black in colour and
have a thumb indent under each barrel, a la
Swarovski, which I really like.

The ED 10x42s have similar textured
rubber grip areas but the main body of the
barrel is not rubber skinned. There’s a
slight difference in the colour of the two
surface areas - the grips are described
as anthracite and the barrel black. Both
feel solid to the touch with a finish that’s
smooth and pleasing to the eye, the
ergonomics excellent, handling well and
completely comfortable in use.

Side by side there’s a distinct difference



GPO Evolve binoculars

in colour of the objective lenses, the ED
10x42s giving off a distinct reddish-gold
reflection while the 12.5x50s have a faint
blue-grey hue. ED stands for Extra-Low
Dispersion glass which reduces chromatic
aberration in the viewed image. Chromatic
aberration is apparent as a slight colour
fringing to viewed objects and is often more
noticeable towards the edge of the viewed
area.

HD is for High Definition glass which
gives a clearer, more vivid image than
standard glass, the benefits particularly
noticeable in lowlight situations. In terms
of the difference between ED and HD glass,
in GPO products I couldn’t find it speci-
fied in the available technical information.
From my observation it’s a safe bet there
are different coatings, maybe even different
glass composition and it’s possible there
are also some geometric variations in lens
design. Certainly the HD glass carries a
significant price premium.

I took my tape measure and determined 2T

.. . . Highlighting the ED
the minimum focus distance, an irrelevance glass, top, and HD glass
to hunters but important to birdwatchers
who need to observe the fine detail of

birds at close range. Both GPO binoculars to the reference object, the HD 12.5x50s at  knob required to take focus from closest
achieved minimum focus distances a little 2.72m. to infinity. I have a mountain range with
better than their specifications indicated, Another important aspect of binoculars a distinct peak 16.6km from my study

the ED 10x42s 2.05m from objective lens is the number of turns of the focusing window which I treat as infinity. The ED

AUSTEALTH ry ,
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Aussie owned - Aussie designed - Aussie camouflage

Styles that capture the Australian landscape

Designed and tested to endure Australian conditions
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GPO Evolve binoculars

10x42s went from closest distance to
infinity in 1% turns of the knob, the HD
12.5x50s a smidge more at close to 1.3
revolutions.

I also measured the dimensions and
weight and found a few minor differences
from the specifications and have used my
numbers on the data table where there’s a
difference. I put the ED 10x42s beside my
Swarovski 10x42 ELs and found the GPOs
about 15mm shorter and 115¢ lighter, the
field of view much the same for both sets.

GPO binoculars come
with a zippered hard
clamshell case, lens
covers, straps and
cleaning cloth.

GPO binoculars come nicely packaged,
the presentation box containing a sturdy
zippered hard case with detachable carry-
strap. There’s also a neck strap, lens
covers, cleaning cloth and a small guide
booklet on set-up and use. The binoculars
have solid, integral lugs for attaching the
carry-strap.

Centre focusing was smooth and precise
with just more than one full revolution
taking focus from less than 2m to infinity
while the dioptre adjustment was different

between models. The HD 12.5x50 offers a
range of +/-4 via the centre focusing knob.
Pulling the focusing knob back towards you
engages the dioptre adjustment for the right
eye, defined by precise click adjustments
over its range. The ED 10x42 has the more
conventional dioptre ring of +/-3 around the
right eyepiece and the adjustable eyepieces
gave the impression of being heavy duty,
unlike some other models. They were firm
but smooth to operate with definite detent
points.

Both sets feature
tripod mounting
points.
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Elegant | Timeless | Personalised | Affordable

Our products are lathe turned, beautifully hand crafted and personalised with custom Laser Engraving

*10% discount to 55AA Members,
Enter coupon code $5A4 at checkout.

We make: Pens | Bottle Stoppers | Cheeseboards | Clocks | Letter Openers | Pepper Mills
Order directly online @ www.customengrave.com.au
E: richard@customengrave.com.au  Ph: 0425 809 170 to speak to Richard
Proudly Australion Owned and Mode

Gift Sets include
Pen & Rosewood Pen Case

30 Calibre Range
top to bottom

Laser Engraving
& Handmade Gifis

wWWw.Custnmengrave. mim.aiu
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The internals of both binoculars were
well blackened to remove any light catching
distractions with no evidence of dust specs
or other internal blemishes. Optical clarity,
sharpness and colour were everything I'd
expect of binoculars in this price range. My
perceptions of chromatic aberration were
minimal to negligible - in a laboratory situ-
ation with test cards and the like I'm sure
that could be quantified but looking at the
real world of lake, paddock, trees and hills
I found nothing to be concerned about.
Colour rendition looked fine as well.

Likewise there was minimal geometric
distortion and loss of brightness towards
the edges of the image, which might be a
bit more noticeable if you spend a lot of
time looking at architectural structures but
nature has few straight lines to make that
apparent.

Overall the GPO binoculars looked good,
presenting an image of precise German
engineering and finish. They felt good too,
solid and precise in their moving parts and
comfortable to carry and handle, focusing
fast and exact with high-quality images
delivered. For anyone looking to move up
a tier or two in their choice of field optics,
GPO is a name to include with the other
renowned brands in that league. Visit
raytrade.com.au. @

Specifications

Model

Magnification

Field of view (m/1000m)
Objective lens diameter (mm)

Glass technology

Lens coatings

Exit pupil diameter (mm)

Eye relief (mm)

Housing

Closest focus (m)

Focus knob turns from closest to infinity
Interpupillary distance (mm)

Dioptre adjustment range

Prism type

Daylight transmission (ISO 14490-5-2005)
Waterproof rating (Mbars)

Length fully extended (mm)

Width fully extended (mm)

Depth (mm)

Weight bare (g)

Distributor

RRP

GPO Evolve binoculars

Evolve ED 10x42
10x

113

42

ED

GPObright

4.2

16

Magnesium alloy
2.05

1.25

56 to 75

+ 3.0
Schmidt-Pechan
90 per cent

200

145

130

55

725

Raytrade

$755

Evolve HD 12.5x50
12.5x

95

50

HD

GPObright

4.0

16.5
Magnesium alloy
2.72

1.30

58 to 76

+4.0
Schmidt-Pechan
91 per cent
200

190

135

64

975

Raytrade

$2055

Forhes Wholesale Pty Ltd

PO Box 589 Eltham, Vic 3095
Phone: 03 9439 6111. Fax: 03 9439 7288. Mobile: 0419 376 624. Email: forbes@forbesws.com.au

DLN: 407-000-00F

—

7~ In Historical Rifle For Modern Day Hunting

¢ Offered in .45 -70 calibre with a 24" barrel
and also in .444 Marlin calibre with a 19" barrel.
e Special Pedersoli Match Grade barrel, air-gauged
for accuracy, with 5 round magazine.
* Solid steel locking lugs in a fast strong lever action.
» Ultra light Microcell memory buttplate
23mm (.511”) thick, pistol grip with metal cap.

red dot sight.

ABN: 91 006 005 465

Inquire for pricing and stock availability or see our wehsite
Colour catalogues available - $25 posted. Pedersoli wehsite www.davide-pedersoli.com

* Rear sight with elevation and windage adjustments.
* Tunnel front sight with brass insert.
¢ Weight 3.7 kilos (8.151bs).
¢ Drilled and tapped for a Creedmoor tang sight.
¢ Optional integral rear-sight base to mount

a long eye relief telescopic or fast target acquisition
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a blast from

John Moore

t has been said paper patched bullets
were the original expanding bullets.
Sportsmen of the day would cast
bullets of differing hardness, usually

by varying the amount of tin in their alloys,
depending upon the game they intended to

hunt.
In the mid-1800s the world’s sportsmen

and most armies used paper patched bullets

and rifles of all calibres, right down to .22

cal, were loaded with them. Many of today’s

shooters haven’t even heard of them or, if
they have, don’t know how they work or
whether they may be of use to those of us
who reload for our firearms.

I've shot a flintlock musket and they're
great fun if you have the chance. So let’s
go back to the days of muskets such as the
famous British Brown Bess. These were
smoothbore flintlocks where the rifleman
poured the charge of black powder down
the barrel then placed a greased cloth
patch over the muzzle, a round ball on top
and pushed the whole lot down the barrel,
seating it on the powder. Then it was up
to the rifleman to make the powder ignite,
sending the round ball on its way. Being a
round ball it wasn’t too accurate.

Then someone discovered that if a
projectile was made to spin, especially
if elongated and spun at the right rate, it
would fly true. Various ideas were tried
with different bullet designs and all sorts

4]
| .

Cartridges loaded with paper patched bullets:
30-06 with 150gr bullet, 357 with 200gr, 38-55
with 230gr, 375 H&H with 270gr and 45-70 with
285gr.
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of rifling. The powder was black powder,
meaning low velocities so these early rifles
shot large, heavy bullets which carried a
long way. When it was realised that if a
piece of paper was wound around the bullet
it kept the lead bullet from touching the
metal bore of the rifle, the paper patched
bullet was born.

Breech-loading rifles using brass
cartridge cases were invented, with
target shooters at first loading by seating
a bullet into the rifling (like World War
Two 25-pounders) followed by a brass
case containing the powder charge. Then
came the fixed ammunition used nowa-
days. You've probably seen photos of paper
patched bullets - large, rimmed, old-style
cases loaded with a lead bullet but sporting
a paper collar above the case mouth.

Paper patched bullets are made by
winding a piece of paper, usually twice,
around a lead bullet. When they were
made commercially this was done by hand,
usually involving female fingers. However,
the lead bullets I make for patching are
designed to fit the diameter of the bore, not
the groove, which means the paper patch is
at least partly cut by the rifling as it travels
up the barrel. The bullet sheds the paper
patch in pieces as it exits the muzzle. The
paper acts as a kind of sabot.

So for a long period in the mid-1800s

Paper patched bullets: 30cal
150gr, 357cal 200gr, 375cal
270gr, 45cal 285gr.

paper patched bullets were in vogue but
this didn’t suit the Americans. Perhaps they
didn’t have the labour to hand-make each
bullet or because their focus was on produc-
tion machines, but while their sportsmen
used paper patched bullets, their arsenals
broke ranks and made grooved lubricated
bullets (what we know as cast bullets) for
their .45-70 Government cartridge.

In the late-1800s engineers worked
out how to draw suitable metals into long
tubes, so jacketed bullets were born. And,
of course, these could be made by machines
so paper patched bullets died out commer-
cially. Interestingly, some of the first
jacketed bullets were marketed as metal
patched bullets.

Don’t be concerned about the potential
accuracy of paper patched bullets. In the
late-1800s rifle shooting was a popular
public sport with thousands turning up to
watch important matches. Shooting was
done offhand ie, standing up, using custom-
built single-shot rifles aiming at targets
200 yards away with good shots achieving
groups of 2". Quite remarkable.

The ammunition was handloaded at the
range, usually using the same brass case,
with the bullets either seated separately
or as fixed ammunition. Swaged bullets
were found to be more accurate than cast
at long range, because they didn’t contain



any air bubbles. Paper patched bullets were
preferred until it was proved around 1900
that the latest grooved bullet designs fired
in the specially made target barrels were
more accurate for this low velocity target
shooting.

About 20 years ago I was frustrated
when I couldn’t get a short, flat-nosed 30
cal bullet to work. Whatever I did they
just leaded the barrel. These bullets had
been cast using a high tin lead alloy and
were probably 30 years old. I'd used them
when working on farms as a lad with part
of my job being vermin control. The gods
must have been smiling when I put the
load together as it would shoot into about
one inch at 100 yards in several 308s I had,
loaded to about 1600fps. I now know these
alloys soften dramatically over time, so I
was probably trying to shoot bullets with an
alloy that had softened to be like plain lead.

I then read about paper patched bullets. I
reasoned that if I used such a bullet it may
not matter what the alloy was as it wouldn’t
touch the metal of the barrel. So I made a
reducing die, sized these troublesome old
cast bullets down to bore size, wrapped
them in some pad paper, wiped lube on
them and fired. The bore remained clean
as a whistle and I remember being amazed.
Fast forward to today when I load paper

Paper patched bullets a blast from the past

patched bullets in larger calibre rifles - .308,
.30-06, .38-55, .375 H&H and .45-70 - plus
the heavier bullets for my .357 revolver for
rams when I shoot Metallic Silhouette.
Most of the hunting I do is in the bush
with shots usually at 50-100m, so I want a
bullet that will anchor a deer on the spot,
which these do without fail. I'm talking
about a wide, flat-nosed bullet around 300gr
in a suitable alloy in .375 or .45 cal. The
muzzle velocity of these hunting loads is
2000-22001ps but I've found I can prepare
faster loads. A 270gr load from a .375
H&H at 2550fps, nearly a full power load,
performs well if someone wants to shoot

‘Naked’ bullets:
357cal 200gr,
375cal 230gr,
45cal 280gr.

some of these. Note the .375 and .45 calibre
rifles are Ruger No.1s so can handle the
pressures these loads generate.

There’s a bank on our farm which looks
down into a wet patch 170m away, ideal for
a few 20-litre drums and boxes for some
practice with sons and friends, shooting off
our knees or over crossed sticks. The fall
of shot can be easily seen. For fun shooting
I find any alloy can be used, ranging from
pure lead to wheel weights, any mixtures
of these, and the scrap collected from the
sandbox at the rifle testing range. If it can
be melted, it seems to work well. If you're
contemplating having a go at paper patched

VAOMNIAPLASI

Omniaplast Snap Caps
the only safe way to dry fire!

Omniaplast snap caps are safe and efficient,
reuseable dozens of times, shock and oil resistant.

Each gauge contains a calibrated spring which

replicates primer sensitivity.

Sold in blister packs - number of units in pack will vary depending on calibre.

Grycol International Pty Ltd "¢

02 9698 8725 | sales@grycol.com.au | grycol.com.au
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Paper patched bullets a blast from the past

bullets for hunting, at velocities where the e .
impact velocity may be around 2000fps, 50-yard target: O FEREESS 5’
please do some testing. I use a pretty hard Three sh'::sf A Er
alloy as soft bullets can flatten to a waferon ,’Z?.';':'.’ﬁqd;‘;"‘ e
impact. The hunters and military of yester- ‘I;':"I'I‘e:' '*"::zgz'ie R =1 4_.:_ -0 — L OuGez
year used hard alloys for their serious work velocity around S ALE b N2 |
to ensure penetration. 2100fps. =O Y aet =

Why would you make these bullets? I . .
do because I can. They take a bit longer to ﬁ L SheTS

i

make than good cast bullets but the idea of
being able to shoot firearms with bullets .
made from scrap metal and wrapped in

-~ l‘SD%.., {EAY
L»Mfu-t wattti) o

pieces of takeaway shop paper bags appeals. + Qese * a
I can make bullets of any weight I wish ” o ~3
to try, with any nose or base shape. I cast ( Se:Ona e o7

slugs of the desired weight then swage the
final bullet but you can simply cast and size
with good results if you wish. And it’s cheap
shooting with the real costs only being the
primer and powder, and wear on the barrel
is minimal.

The lube I use is a mixture of beeswax
and Vaseline which I find clean to use and
very effective. Importantly there isn’t any
fouling, copper or lead, so at the end of a
shooting session all you need is a quick
swab with rust preventative, though some
shooters don’t bother to even do this.
These bullets may be an idea for someone called The Paper Jacket by Paul Matthews documenting, before it was lost forever, a
who can'’t easily buy manufactured bullets. (Wolfe Publishing). Paul is a US tech- lot of the history and pros and cons involved

If you're interested, seek out a book nical writer and can be credited with in making paper patched bullets. @

VOTE [1]

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS
TO SUPPORT

SHOOTERS' RIGHTS

e 65 Arsup
DAL 2.45%

"Law-abiding shooters should
not be persecuted because of
a tiny minority who use
firearms in crimes."

-Senator David Leyonhjelm

Show your support: Idp.org.au/shooters 2

LIBERAL
Authorised and printed by David Leyonhjelm 405/19 Roseby St Drummoyne NSW 2047 R
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The Stevens
Ideal rifle No. 44

Senior Correspondent John Dunn

he period from the end of the

American Civil War in 1865 through

to the early 1900s is regarded by

many as the golden age of single-
shot rifles. That timeframe more or less
parallels the development of the self-
contained metallic cartridge we know
today as well as modern repeating rifles
that came into their own in the 1890s.

Single-shot rifles were manufactured in
a multitude of designs by a host of makers
who gave the firearms world names such
as Ballard, Maynard, Remington, Sharps,
Winchester and Stevens - all of which are
collectable firearms today - along with
other brand names that never quite made
the big time but are part of the single-shot
story anyway.

Of all the various makers, no other
company produced as wide a range of
single-shot pistols, rifles and shotguns as
Stevens.

Some history
J. Stevens and Company was founded at
Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts in 1864,
Joshua Stevens being the senior partner
with W.B. Fay and James Taylor providing
financial backing. The company began to
produce vest and pocket pistols based on
Stevens’ patent of September 6, 1864 as
well as a line of precision machinists tools
such as callipers and dividers.

In 1886 the firm was dissolved and the

J. Stevens Arms & Tool Company incorpo-
rated. Stevens sold his shares in 1896 at
which time he ceased to be associated with
the company. By 1902 it was promoting
itself as the largest producer of sporting
arms in the world, a claim many arms
historians regard as probably true.

In 1916 it was reorganised and renamed
the J. Stevens Arms Company. In 1920
the Savage Arms Corporation bought the
entire stock and the two merged. The J.
Stevens Arms Company operated as a
Savage subsidiary finally being integrated
in 1920.

The Stevens ldeal rifles

The first Stevens ‘Removable Sideplate’
Ideal rifle was made for a short period from
1893 to mid-1894. As the name suggests

it had a removable sideplate. Not a lot
were produced and today this is one of the
rarer and more desirable rifles for Stevens’
collectors.

The Stevens Ideal rifle No. 44 was made
from 1894 and some say it ceased produc-
tion in 1933 but this can’t be right. I have
a Stoeger Arms Corporation handbook
dated 1939 that lists four Stevens target
and small game rifles, all rimfires built
on the 44 action. Noted American single-
shot expert Frank de Haas wrote that the
model did not cease production until 1947.
Whatever the exactitudes of the date may
be, it is generally accepted that around

A pair of Ideal 44 rifles. The top one is
chambered for the .22 LR and is a stock
standard catalogue rifle. The bottom is a
later production centrefire in .25-20. Notice
the difference in barrel lengths.

100,000 were produced in a range of
rimfire and centrefire calibres.

In 1903-04 the Stevens Ideal 442 was
introduced. This was a stronger action
designed for smokeless powders and led
to the discontinuation of the old 44 action
except in .22, .25 and .32 rimfire cali-
bres and the .25-20 and .32-20 centrefire
cartridges. The latter two had also been
discontinued by the cessation of produc-
tion. The 44V ceased production in 1916.

Contemporaneous with the 44%: rifles
was the 044% or English Model rifle. It
differed from the 44% in that it carried
a shotgun-style butt and had a slimmer,
tapered barrel. Like the 44% it too only
lasted until 1916 and today both are highly
collectable.

The Stevens Ideal rifle No. 44
The No. 44 is the most common of the
Ideal rifles and good examples are still
around for those prepared to look for them.
Usually described as a falling block-type
action, the rifle has also been called a
tipping block and even a lever activated
rolling block. The No. 52 Stevens cata-
logue of 1907 describes the rifle as a ‘drop
lever’ action so it would seem that even
the experts disagree about what sort of
action it really is.

Call it what you will but the action oper-
ates as follows: When the finger lever is
pushed down and forward the breech block
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The Stevens Ideal rifle No. 44

swings back and down from the breech
face, activating the extractor (for centrefire
calibres) or ejector (for rimfires). In the
same motion the hammer is pushed back
into the half cock or safe position. With the
breech block fully lowered a cartridge may
be inserted part way into the chamber.

When the finger lever is pulled up and
back against the wrist of the stock the
breech block rises and closes the breech.
To fire the rifle the hammer must be
thumbed back into the full cock position
before the trigger can be released.

The No. 44 receivers were made from
cast steel with a colour case finish as were
the hammer and finger lever. The number
44 was stamped on the front face of the
receiver, hidden by the fore-end, or on the
lower tang just behind the trigger. The
earlier 44 actions used an extractor that
worked on the left side of the breech but
this was replaced with a central extractor
in 1901.

About the same time the screws that
supported the four main action parts were

changed, provided with a notched locating/
locking head that retained them in the left
wall of the receiver.

In its most basic form the Ideal 44
had what is usually described as a part
round/part octagonal blued barrel No. 2
weight, 24" long in rimfire calibres, 26"

When the action is
cycled the hammer is
automatically left in the
half cock or safe position.

Want to help farmers wit

their pestissues?

Register now for SSAA's
Farmer Assist program.

=N

The Ideal 44 taken down to
show how the barrel and
receiver went together.

Notice the loosened set screw
protruding below the bottom of
the front section of the receiver.

in centrefire. A standard rimfire No. 44
weighed 71b while centrefire calibres with
their longer barrels were listed as 7V4lb. In
the 1925 catalogue only round barrelled 44
rifles in rimfire calibres were offered.

The front-sight was a standard blade
and the sporting rear-sight ladder adjust-
able for elevation. Windage adjustments
required the sights to be drifted in their
dovetails. Barrels were screwed into the
receiver and secured by a short set screw
housed in the bottom front section of the
receiver. This allowed the barrel to be
removed for storage or transportation but
perhaps more importantly provided the
facility of changing barrels with a minimum
of fuss — a sales pitch Stevens used in
advertising.

Barrels were marked in a number of
different ways and together with the
extractor location these can be used to
place a rifle within an era of production.

The two-piece stock was American

Visit farmerassist.com.au for more details on the release and status of the program.
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The Stevens ldeal rifle No. 44

—
a0 . STEVENS ARMS AND TOOL COMPANY CHICOPEE FALLS, MASSACHUSETTS, U. 8. A. 29
e 0 . g R]]:LES_ “ "
RIFLES— Stevens Ideal **Schuetzen Special Stevens Ideal,” No. 44
No. 54 oo
Barrel—Half octagon. Barrel—Half octagon, standard length for o
Frame—Dirop fnrﬁ::l. case hardened and engraved: fire, 24 inches; for center-fire, fgt‘:inchresl:m'
new action. Heavy Swiss butt plate, case hard- hardemed. and T i
encd, Lever of special design. block as a solid breech
Trigger—Double set.  Tf single set trigger s desired, 5 4 g
deduct $3.00 from list, - Trigger—Single. (Single set trigger, $3.00 extra.)
Stock—Extra fancy walnut with beautifully modeled Stock—0iled walnut, forearm same; regular
cheek piece, stock and forearm finely checked, il rifle butt; length 13 inches: drop 3 inches.
highly finished, Length of stock 13 inches, drop Ammunition—.22 Long-Rifle B. F.: 22 Stevens-
334 inches. . Pug: Armory R. F.: 25 Stevens R, F.+
Ammunition—Made for cartridges as described on 2520 Stevens C. F.; 32 Lomg R. F.:
pages r]m.':;ttecl to ammunition. 4220 C.F, '
Bights—OCur “H” sights (see page 534) are standard ts—Hoecky Mountai .
and will be so fitted unless otherwise ordered. Shak For 3diii{imgﬁ;:ﬁ':;§2 ‘F?E'i ?:{f”'mg FRALT:
Weights and Prices—With 30-inch barrel, : s
weight 113 pounds . . . . . . . $68.00 Weight—24-inch barrel for R. F. cartridges, 7
With 32-inch barrel, weight 113{ pounds  T0.00 ?Wymw'dﬁi-ngz"m“ barrel for C. F. cartridges,
Palm rest, $5.00 extra. .
With No. 4 barrel, $2.00 extra. Price—Standard length of barrel . . $10.00
With No. 5 barrel, $5.00 extra. Extra lengths of barre] over stand.
With barrels made especially for smokeless pow- ard, per two'inches . . . . 200
ders, $3.00 extra, Barrels cannot be furnished longer than 34
Extras—Sece page 43, inches.
For “Stevens-Pope' equipment see Stevens-Fope Made with No. 2 barrel only.
special catalog. With barrels made especially for smokeless
This moidel was designed to meet all the re- powders, $3.00 extra.
quiretnents of ﬁnm"ﬂﬂ want the best.. No Octagon barrel, $2.00 extra.
expense has been spared to attain this end. The Shotgun butt, §1.00 extra
best points of the most approved models have been i’ L, =1 /
adopted, making this the most complete rifle ever Single set trigger, $3.00 extra.
ma.tl:.: for the style of shooting in & Am This rifle will not be ftted with double set
German riflemen. Evma; rifle s c:;.‘ ully m trigrers,
e The No. 44 "Idesl” Rifles are furniched with
3240 or 3555 cartridges 1o pass inspection, Mo, 2 barrels only; no deviation will be
t Parts—See es -l-l and 45. allowed from this standard.
e minimum_charge for mailing com- Component Parts—See page 30. The minimum
ponent parts of this rifle is ten cents. charge for mailing component parts of this
TESTIMONIAL Ry em ents,
of ifles and it Is the best rifle This rifle is manufactured to meet the demand for a reliable
1 m-.tr’.‘,?.‘-’:.ﬁ'.“ TR i and accurate rifle at a moderate price. Mo deviations from
W. A, SAUCERMAN, Sullivan, Ind. these spech‘iﬁcations except as noted above, No better or
o ; _ » : gtronger shooling arm can be made for the same cartridges.
ALTE%TL%H&EL}:%:::“PSWV lf}_“" ey le It is recommended without qualifieations, and fully guaranteed.
From the 1903 Stevens catalogue. The Schuetzen Special was the highest An advert for the Ideal No. 44 from the 1903 Stevens catalogue.

grade target rifle made on the No. 44 action.

SECURE Your Gun
SECURE Your Sport

Firearm registries contact details

For current regulations for storing and transporting firearms,
please contact your state or territory’s firearms registry.

PROMOTING GUN SAFETY

ACT Phone: 02 6133 2122 SA Phone: 08 7322 3346 The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.
Fax: 02 61332188 Fax: 08 7322 4182
NSW  Phone: 1300 362 562 Tas Phone: 03 6173 2720 -
or 02 6670 8590 Fax: 03 6230 2765
Fax: 02 6670 8558
Vic Phone: 1300 651 645
NT Phone: 08 8922 3543 Fax: 03 9247 6485
Fax: 08 8922 3540 . o
& WA Phone: 1300 |71 011 SSCICI.OI"g.CIU/lIcenSII‘Ig
QId Phone: 07 30157777 Fax: 08 9454 1522
Fax: 07 3015 7788
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The Stevens Ideal rifle No. 44

walnut with an oil finish, the forearm
attached to the barrel via a single screw.
The buttstock was attached by wood
screws through the top and bottom tangs
of the receiver, the butt fitted with curved
steel, rifle buttplate - sometimes blued,
sometimes nickel plated.

Like so many other single-shot rifles of
the era, a host of ‘extras’ could be ordered
for an Ideal 44, including different barrel
lengths and profiles to order, special cali-
bres and sight variations or additions, all
at extra cost. A number of other manufac-
turers also made after-market sights that
could be fitted according to the whim or
pocket of individual customers.

Despite its popularity the 44 action
was not a particularly strong one. It
handled target loads well enough but had
a tendency to shoot loose with higher
powered hunting loads. This was particu-
larly true of both the .32-40 and .38-55
calibres, which were consequently discon-
tinued in the 44 action.

At writing I have two Ideal 44 rifles in

When the No. 44 action
is opened the breech
block and hammer
drop below the level of
the chamber, allowing
the rifle to be easily
loaded.

On late production Ideal 44 rifles the model number was
stamped on the lower tang of the receiver behind the
trigger. On earlier models it was stamped on the front face
of the receiver, hidden by the wood of the forearm.

REG. US. PAT. OFF & FGN. The rear-
sight is stock standard while the fore-sight
is a combination with a fine globe in one
position and hooded wire cross-hairs in
the other. A Stevens Mid-range Vernier
sight is fitted to the tang. According to the
barrel stamping, this rifle was made after
1916 but before 1925 as the catalogue for
that year lists only rimfire rifles.

Both the 44 and the 44 actions were

my collection, one a catalogue standard
in .22 rimfire, the location of its extractor
and the barrel stamping indicating it was
made between 1901 and 1916. It’s a solid
example of the model in good condition,
albeit showing some external wear.

The other is a centrefire, chambered in
.25-20, with most of the colour case hard-
ening intact. The left side of the receiver
is stamped: TRADE MARK, STEVENS,

Standard cartridges for the Ideal 44.
From lefi: .22 LR, .25 Stevens and .32
Long rimfire, .25-20, .32-20, .32-40,

.38-40, .38-55 and .44-40.

Fond memories of Dr Leo Laden

e were saddened to hear of the
passing in January of Dr Leo
Laden, one of the founders of
the SSAA in Western Australia.
He was 81. A real character of the sport, his
quirky manner endeared him to many and
his private firearms museum was on the
‘to-do’ list for anyone interested in the devel-
opment of militaria over the centuries.
Leo served in a host of capacities at both
state and club executive level and was
a vociferous advocate of common sense
law reforms with regard to the shooting
sports. A life member of SSAA (WA) and
the Perth Muzzle Loading Club, Leo held
many shooting records over the years and
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competed in nine world championships. His
many years as a doctor led to him writing a
book - Dicks and Dickheads I Have Known
- a hilarious read based on his dealings with
bureaucracy.

He will be sadly missed at WA AGMs
where he would always appear with a show-
and-tell item, quizzing delegates as to what
they thought the item was before delving
into its history and more often than not
revealing it to be something completely
different to the answers offered.

The SSAA sends its condolences to
Leo’s family and his countless friends and
colleagues in the shooting sports Australia-
wide. @



used as the basis for a range of higher
quality Stevens rifles. These were gener-
ally range rifles with the addition of
premium barrels, special sights and stocks,
buttplates and finger levers and in some
cases engraved receivers.

They carried numbered names that
included the Range No. 45 & 46, Modern
Range No. 47 & 48, Walnut Hill No. 49 &
50, Schuetzen No. 51, Schuetzen Junior
No. 52, Schuetzen Special No. 54 and
the Lady Model 55 and 56. Prices varied
according to the model but these special
rifles were expensive. In 1903 the stock
standard No. 44 was advertised at $10, in
the same catalogue the Schuetzen Special
at $68. That disparity has carried through
to the present and these days any ‘special’
Stevens’ rifle that comes into the market-
place invariably commands a premium
price.

Though never as popular or as highly
regarded as the Winchester, Remington
or Ballard single-shot rifles, the Stevens
Ideal Rifle No. 44 endured and it’s a matter
of historical fact they were still being
made long after their better named and
higher priced competitors had disappeared
altogether.

In the 1903 catalogue Stevens’ adver-
tising described the Ideal 44 as “manufac-
tured to meet the demand for a reliable
and accurate rifle at a moderate price . . .
no better or stronger shooting arm can be
made for the same cartridges. It is recom-
mended without qualification and fully
guaranteed.”

A lot of shooters and hunters of the time
evidently agreed. For that, the single-shot
collectors of today can be grateful. @

Special order cartridges for
the Ideal 44. From left: .22
Short and .22 Winchester
Rimfire, .22 Extra Long
(Maynard) .22-15-60,
.25-21, .25-25, .28-30-
120, .32 Ideal and .32-35
Everlasting.

llI r

The Stevens ldeal rifle No. 44

Cartridges for the Stevens ldeal rifle No. 44

Rimfire cartridges
.22, .25 and .32

Special orders
.22 Short, 22-7-45 (.22 WRF)
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Gun care giant

Otis Technology

had humble beginnings

Daniel O'Dea

he firearms industry is full of fasci-

nating foundation stories, none

more so than that of US company

Otis Technology. Otis, a leader in
gun care products, was founded in 1985 by
no less than a 16-year-old girl.

Doreen Garrett was deer hunting in
northern New York State with her father
when she slipped in the mud and snow
and fouled the barrel of her grandparents’
Model 94 Winchester she was using.
Having nothing to clear the gunk out of
the barrel, her hunt was over and she had
to track back through the snow to camp.

Her grandfather had fought in WWII
with the 10th Mountain Division, so later
when combing through some of his gun
kit, Doreen came across an old military
rifle ‘thong’, more commonly known in
Australia as a ‘pull through’. Basically
it’s a weight on the end of a chain or cord
designed to drop from the breech to the
muzzle in order to pull a patch or gauze
through to clean the barrel. She took to
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carrying this around in a tobacco tin when
hunting, determined that in future she’d
be able to clean her rifle in the field if
necessary.

Doreen developed a concept of
modernising the pull through to a more
compact cleaning system, setting up her
first stand at the US SHOT Show in 1985.
The story goes she was initially refused
entry because, as a 16-year-old, she was
under the 18 age limit to be admitted. Her
mum helped out with some high heels and
make-up to see her into the show to run
her own booth. She came away with some
strong initial orders and the company
has grown from there to being renowned
in gun care and also be a major supplier
of products to the US military. Not a bad
effort for a young girl in a traditionally
male-orientated industry.

Tasco Sales Australia is distributor
for Otis in this country and sent
Australian Shooter a sample of products
for review. First was the Patriot Series

Otis offers a huge
selection of gun
cleaning products.

Breech-to-Muzzle rifle kit. Based on the
‘pull through’ concept, the kit comes
neatly packed in a hard plastic case small
enough to throw in your pack. The key

to the system is the Memory-Flex cable
which is basically a plastic-coated steel
cable with brass threaded fittings crimped
at either end. The threaded fittings accept
bore brushes, mops, patch tips, handles
etc, which can be effectively drawn
through the bore, replacing the need

for a traditional cleaning rod. The rest

of the kit comprises a brass bore brush,
slotted patch tip, a mop, a double-ended
nylon bristle brush and number of round
cleaning patches, all items being calibre
specific where required.

It also contains a small multitool-come-
handle that holds four driver tips - a T20
hex, #0 Phillips, #2 Phillips and 5/32
blade tip. A slot in the side accepts the
cable for the tool to become a T-handle
to use to pull the cable through and a
threaded end can accept cleaning rods in



other applications. An instruction leaflet
explains how to use it for best results.
The kit doesn’t include any chemicals or
lubricants but the raised blister organiser
that holds all the items lifts out to provide
space for these if desired.

For years Otis has had similar kits
available in a compact round zip-up soft
pack. The genius of the system is in
replacing the traditional pull through
cord with the flexible cable. Once in the
barrel it becomes structurally more rigid
so you can actually use it to tap or push
something like a stuck case out. Let’s
face it, it’s not exactly practical to carry a
cleaning rod around with you but easy to
drop one of these Otis Kkits in your pack.

Even easier to carry in the field is the
Otis Ripcord. According to the company
this is “for times in the field when you
just can’t reach your Otis cleaning system
and need a quick and effective clean”.
Again based on the ‘pull through’ method,
the Ripcord starts with Memory-Flex
cable at its centre with a section of the
length including a moulded rubber core
and the whole thing covered in a Nomex
sheath or surface. It also has the same
brass 8-32" threaded ends for attachment
of mops, slotted patch holders or other
accessories.

The Nomex surface acts as both a brush
and patch to loosen and capture fouling as
it’s drawn through the bore. The rubber
section keeps the Nomex surface pressed
firm against the bore ensuring 360-degree
cleaning and in a clever design feature the
same rubber moulded section incorporates
a helix form (for rifle and pistol calibres).
So the Nomex surface engages the rifling
to clean between the lands and grooves.

Otis dual-headed cleaning
brushes are ideal for
reaching tight spots.

Gun care giant Otis Technology had humble beginnings

It’s considered a dry cleaning system and
recommended for use when the barrel is
still hot. It’s claimed to be heat resistant
up to 700°F (about 370°C). For cleaning
it is suggested to brush off and remove
particles with a nylon brush and wipe the
Ripcord with a cotton cloth.

A key advantage of both the Otis
cleaning kit (system) and Ripcord is they
allow breech-to-bore cleaning on firearms
that may otherwise not easily provide
clear access to the bore from the chamber
end. With pistols, for instance, it also
enables a quick clean without the need
to strip the handgun down - just lock the
slide back and pass the cable or Ripcord
through.

Otis also offers a full range of its
‘Smart’ cleaning chemicals and lubri-
cants. The company sees the three basic

We used the Otis Patriot Series
rifle kit and Otis Smart cleaning
chemicals on the Lithgow LA102.

aTis i
TS Otis offers blister
packs like its three-
piece, left, or grease

applicator set.

requirements of gun cleaning chemicals
being to clean, lubricate and protect.
There are specialised biodegradable
agents in these areas with each bottle
marked by category ‘C’ for clean, ‘L for
lubricate and ‘P’ for protect. Therefore, if
you face a specific cleaning task such as
tackling stubborn copper fouling, you can
select Otis Copper remover.

Otis Technology’s cleaners are engi-
neered to chemically break down carbon,
copper, dirt and oil with a powerful
biodegradable combination of agents
purportedly making any build-up of these
elements easily removed when patching
out. Besides their bore treatments their
Surface Prep aerosol acts like a tin of
brake cleaner for your gun, blasting
away heavy dirt, grit and grease from
hard to reach areas without the need for
disassembly.
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The lubrication range includes spray,
liquid, grease and even dry-lube options
so there’s something to cover most every
application. The Otis Technology Smart
protectant line is specifically engineered
to stop and prevent rust and corrosion and
comes in liquid and aerosol choices. B —

For end of season storage Otis even has
a ‘Long Term’ firearms protectant in an
aerosol pack that applies a thin waxy film
on all internal and external surfaces which
provides protection indoors for up to 12
months without reapplication. The aerosol
Dry Lube, originally developed for the US
military for desert use, would be equally
at home in arid, dry and dusty areas of
Australia, especially for primary producers
and professional shooters employing self-
loading firearms that benefit from heavy
lubrication but can be adversely affected
by wet lubricants that act like a magnet for
dirt and dust.

If you haven’t time to pull down your
gun for a thorough three-step clean,

Otis also has a range of combination
‘CLP’ products offering all three gun
care criteria of cleaning, lubricating and
protecting in one formulated solution.
The 085 product in either aerosol, liquid
or impregnated wipes has long been
considered a go-to, one-step application
for American shooters to give their guns
a quick clean while leaving a light film for
lubrication and protection.

Otis Technology delivers a comprehen-
sive range of gun cleaning accessories
from proprietary designed patches, bore
and cleaning brushes, jags and picks and
many other knick-knacks to simplify
the tasks of firearms cleaning. Many are
grouped in handy blister packed kits. The

Otis Ripcords are great

for a quick bore clean
without the need to strip
your handgun.

Otis aerosol Dry Lube is
a great choice on hard-
working parts.

three-piece cleaning brush kits contain
one each of a phosphorous bronze, stain-
less steel and nylon twin-headed cleaning
brush. Each brush is 175mm in length
with a single row 25mm head at one end
for reaching tight spots and a wider three-
row 35mm head for broader jobs. Twin
packs have one nylon and one bronze bore
brush.

One great little kit is the grease appli-
cation pack including a tube of Otis Bio
grease, an 8-32 threaded nylon brush
head with 82mm brass handle and small
nylon end brush for applying the grease.
o Bulk bore brush packs are also available
3 e providing tremendous value. Basically, if

’ ' there’s a gun cleaning job at hand Otis will
Cleaning with the ¢ have the tool. More at tasco.com.au @
Otis Breech-to-Bore

Memory-Flex flex cable
and patch system.
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+357 Mgnu
a certain;six appeal

Dick Eussen

treated myself to a new .357 Magnum
Alfa stainless revolver, made in the
Czech Republic by Alfa Proj, a company
based in the well-known firearms manu-
facturing city of Brno. The Alfa revolver
is relatively new to the Australian market
though the company was founded back in
1933, firstly building blank-firing pistols and
handcuffs before branching off into proper
firearms, followed by their current line of
revolvers and self-loading pistols in 2002.
They added a line of air guns in 2004.

My model is the .357 Magnum Alfa stain-
less with a 150mm barrel. The instruction
book states it can be had in .22 Long Rifle,
.22 Winchester Magnum, .32 S&W Long
and .38 Special/.357 Magnum platforms.
Barrel lengths ranging from 51mm to
152mm and both a timber combat-style and
rubber grips are available.

My model is fitted with a rubber-type
grip but is also on offer with chequered
timber grips. The revolver is a traditional
double/single action type having an exposed

hammer and frame-mounted firing pin. The
chequered thumb-operated cylinder latch
is on the left-side rear of the frame and the
six-shot cylinder swings out to the left for
loading and unloading. The revolver has
adjustable sights though some models can
be had with fixed sights

In looks and appearance the revolver is
almost identical to the popular Smith &
Wesson K-Series platform. It boasts the
same Czech quality we've come to respect
among those of us who grew up with Brno
rifles and operates and feels the same as a
K-Series .38 Special I owned years ago. In
single-action mode the trigger is as good as
any factory revolver I've used but is a little
heavy in double-action.

I have a Ruger GP 100 fitted with Wilson
springs, a sweet gun to shoot, and I hauled
it out for a trigger comparison test. In
single action there was little difference but
in double-action the Ruger was lighter, as
can be expected. Still, the Alfa trigger was
a surprise as we've come to expect very

heavy triggers from US-based factory fire-
arms due to manufacturers wary of possible
insurance claims should something go
wrong.

Stage one

My first job was to clean it thoroughly as
factory guns are protected by grease and
other gunk that must be totally removed
from all workings, cylinder and barrel. A
good gun solvent does the job easily and
after the gunk was removed I oiled the
working parts to ensure they’d do their job.

The grip is secured by two blade screws,
one either side. To remove them I had to
use a screwdriver to pry open the front of
the grips before they slipped off the handle.
There are small protrusions on the hand
grip which provide a positive non-slip hold,
even when using full power rounds.

The cleaning process is an excellent way
to get to know your gun and what makes it
tick. As I cleaned I noted the Alfa has a well
finished look and feel, no rough or sharp
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edges, everything rounded, polished and
properly finished. All movable fittings are
precise and tight while the overall finish is
equal to any US-made pistol - the factory
clearly pays attention to all guns it ships out.

The Alfa had been tested and fired and
came with a factory target showing a 60mm
group shot from 15m. As I didn’t have the
luxury of having the right clamp for the Alfa
grips for the Mareeba Pistol Club’s Ransom
Rest, I shot it from the bench using a
Caldwell pistol rest and my own handloads
that work well in the Ruger.

Loading the Alfa is easy, just swing the
fluted cylinder out, load six rounds, close
it and you're ready to fire. The adjustable
sights may not to be to everyone’s liking
but I found them excellent. I like hi-viz
sights and the front-sight on the Alfa has a
bright orange blaze that helps rapid firing

when the gun is brought up to battery,
especially in full sunlight.

The front blade is medium width and
designed for general shooting. The Alfa has
a sweet single-action trigger that breaks at

The swing-out cylinder
holds six rounds.

SSAAs COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO

Shooting & Hunting

IN AUSTRALIA

SSAAs Comprehensive Guide to Shooting & Hunting
in Austrdlia is an introductory publication intended ~ »
for those new to the SSAA or to sports shooting and
recreational hunting in general - 152 pages!

The rear-sight is
fully adjustable
for windage and
elevation.

2.11b according to the Lyman trigger gauge.
In double-action mode it breaks at 5.11b
which is excellent for a factory revolver.
There’s no mushy pause or gritting in the
trigger in its short but positive travel to
impact and it breaks cleanly and positively.

At the range

My mission was to match the group the
gun came with at 15m and the rubber grip
soaks up a lot of recoil from the full-power
loads used. Beating the factory group was
easy from the bench, then I shot an 18mm
group from standing using the Weaver grip
and stance before moving the target to
25m where shooting six-shot 80mm groups
was the norm - and keeping all shots in the
black of a standard 25m pistol target was
simple when I played my part.

I found that keeping the bright orange
front sight in focus really helped in
obtaining the proper sight picture, so it
seems whoever shot the factory group
included with the gun needs a target
shooting lesson!

Unloading the cylinder is done by

SSAA’s OMprehengjye uide t
A Comprepe SIve Gujd,
& 0)

SHO
HUNTING

in Australiz

omEf_l.ﬁons
Ning, for-

SYerylshooter

TIPS
ADVICE

Everything you need to know to get into shooting and hunting. |

Order online at ssaa.org.au or call 02 8805 3900
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.357 Magnum Alfa - a certain six appeal

swinging it out and pushing the ejector rod ;
in. Ejection was positive with no hang-up . iy SroUREne
or hard-to-push cases. At the end of the : at 23m off a rest.
range session I was delighted with the \

results as it’s not too often you get to shoot
a new firearm without encountering some
annoying little issue. As a mate said after
firing the Alfa: “It’s a keeper.”

\

In summary

If you're in the market for an affordable
revolver that may give you an edge on the
range or for pest control on the farm, the
.357 Magnum Alfa is well worth checking
out. It’s not that much different to the
Ruger 100 with the trigger being similar
and a slight edge in accuracy, but that’s
probably down to the extra 50mm barrel
length. The price is right while the finish
and feel is similar to any American off-the-
shelf revolver I've owned or used. This is
a decent and affordable pistol with a base

price under $1000. The pistol comes with
an instruction booklet containing a drawing
of all parts, factory target, two cleaning rods
fitted with brushes and everything foam-
packed in a high-impact plastic case. @

Specifications

Trigger type: Double/single action
Calibre: .38/357 Magnum
Weight (empty): | 150g
Overall length: 293mm.
The trigger is well Barrel length: 152mm (6")
protected by a steel Capacity: Six rounds
housing, Price: $950

E-NEWSLETTER

The SSAA National E-newsletter is
a subscription email service available
FREE of charge to SSAA members.

Current and upcoming news, views and events ey By
about firearms ownership, sport shooting and | AM A SHOOTER. JOIM ME.

recreational hunting issues, important SSAA news F T
special offers and time-sensitive news...
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Straight to your inbox

ssaa.org.au/e-newsletter
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The Larson Atkins

X-51 v4 Range Camera

Pete Kincade

he X-51 version 4 Range Camera

System by Larson Atkins Systems

is the fourth generation version

developed by Dan Larson and Dan
Atkins. Having previously reviewed version
3 I really liked it for the SSAA Long Range
Precision Rifle discipline as it enabled me
to validate target results in real time and
with no mirage.

Version 3 was almost everything an
LRPR shooter could want in a long-range
(beyond 1000m) spotting device. I say
almost, as the package lacked high defini-
tion vision and didn’t integrate with mobile
device apps. The latter is important for
those of us who use ballistic apps and want
to store target pictures with their reloading
and firing solution data. Other than that
version 3 was excellent in every respect
and my testing validated Larson Atkins’
claim of 2000m between the camera near
the target and receiving monitor back at the
firing line.

So it was with eager anticipation I
received the fourth version of the X-51,
an equally impressive long-range target
camera system capable of recording stills
and video of results down-range at the
target board, all in high definition.

Version 4 is superior, simpler and easier
to use than its predecessor. The system
employs your cell phone, tablet or portable
PC for viewing and controlling up to 10
cameras simultaneously and for storing
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stills and videos of shot placement (and
therefore scores) on the target board. For
those running SSAA LRPR matches, need
I say more?

Putting the system to work couldn’t
be easier thanks to a simple design with
nothing more than an on/off toggle switch
on both camera and receiver. Combine this
with what must be one of the best tech-
nology user guides I've had the pleasure
to read and you’ll be up and running in
minutes. Just download the free CamHi app
from your Apple or Android app store, turn
on the camera and receiver and connect
your smart device to the Larson Atkins
wireless network. It’s that easy.

Now head down-range to the target
board and position the camera at around a
45 degree angle to the side and about five
metres from the target. Orient the camera
unit so the antenna points to where you’ll
be on the firing line or bench, head back to
the bench and point and focus the camera
via the CamHi app.

Because all the camera functions are
controlled via the CamHi app on your smart
device, range camera control is intuitive
and straightforward. There are no surprises
and I really like the ability to capture stills
and video and add them to the reloading and
firing solution databases on my iPhone or
iPad.

Stills and video are all high definition
thanks to the 2.4 megapixel camera. Tilt,

pan, zoom, mirror, flip and focus are all
controlled via the CamHi app and image
quality is superb. The camera and your
phone/tablet communicate via the wireless
transceiver on the firing line or bench so
you don’t need a cellular network and you
won’t be running up a broadband data bill.
Too easy? I think so.

iPhone X was used to view camera vision,
store results and link them to firing solution
data during testing. Larson Atkins claim
the camera and receiver units are weather
resistant and in one practice session they
endured both intense heat followed by
some typical Queensland monsoon showers
with no problems at all.

Conclusion

Every year I review products related to
hunting and shooting, many of them such as
rifles, handguns, scopes, reloading equip-
ment and ammunition with specific appeal
to those looking to make a purchase or just
indulge their passion.

The Larson Atkins X-51 v4 Range Camera
system costs less than half that of a good
quality spotting scope but does a whole lot
more and I believe it will appeal to a broad
spectrum of hunters, shooters, long-range
precision rifle and target shooters.

I was fortunate to review the system
over several months and have to admit it’s
just as many months since my premium
Zeiss spotting scope has accompanied me to
the range as it just can’t do what this range
camera does. The system retails for $949
and is available at larsonatkins.com @

Specifications

2.4 MP HD camera
5x optical zoom
3x digital zoom

Connects wirelessly to phone, tablet or
PC

Uses the free CamHi app on iOS and
Android devices

360 degree camera motion

12 hours’ battery life between charges
2000m range

12-month parts and labour warranty



SSAA protects farmers.

“Farm Insurance doesn’t have to
be difficult. We can arrange under
one policy cover for all your assets,
machinery breakdown, liability and
even the family dog. Give us a call.”

Trevor Jenkin
SSAAGIB National Manager

Befor renew any Farm Insuran Li NSW /LD ACT
erore you renew any ra surance potcy, Call: 0455 777 685
talk to SSAA General Insurance Brokers for insurance@ssaains.com.au
an obligation FREE quote. SA /WA /VIC | TAS & NT

o | Call: 08 8332 0281
We can arrange all types of personal and Farming insurance for you with insurance@ssaains.com.au

coverage obtained from Australia’s leading insurance companies. Add up
how much you spend each year on all your premiums — It's BIG money,
s0 talk to us about an obligation FREE quote.

* We know the insurance market and understand insurance policies

* We provide obligation FREE quotes

* We understand your business and your insurance needs

* We make sure everything is correctly covered

* We will give you professional advice

* We will manage your claims, taking care of all the details

* A proportion of commissions paid to the Brokerage flow back to the SSAA

SSAA

* The Brokerage is a SSAA member advantage and is there to help you Gene rOl.
Before you renew any insurance policy get an obligation FREE quote InsurOnce
from the SSAA General Insurance Brokerage - they work for you. BrOI'(e I'S

All General

Insurances

EIRCIEE]

SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd | CAR 315403 | ABN 86 077 822 970 is a Corporate Authorised
Representative of PSC Connect Pty Ltd | ABN 23 141 574 914 / AFSL 344648

A SSAA member advantage :
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2018 Pacific Regional Shooting Championships

Honours shared in

Service Rifle showdown

ustralian sporting shooters don’t
get to shoot self-loading military
rifles in competition. With one
exception. That’s when the SSAA
Combined Services team heads for New
Zealand, most recently for the 2018 Pacific
Regional Shooting Championships Service
Rifle competition in Rotorua in November.

In past years Australian shooters have
competed in New Zealand with bolt-action
rifles but no matter how well handled, an
M96 Swede just isn’t competitive against
an AR15 with optical sights, especially in
rapid fire serials.

So in recent years Kiwi shooters have
kindly loaned rifles to visiting Aussies.
New Zealand’s gun laws are much more
permissive than Australia’s but there’s still
an approval process for visitors to be able
to shoot what the Kiwis term Category E
military style self-loading rifles, the most
restricted firearms in NZ.

With approvals in place the SSAA
team of Trevor Rock, Greg de Koning,
Shannon Dittman and SSAA Combined
Services national discipline coordinator
Steve Knight (QId) and Simon Ross and
Max Blenkin (ACT) took possession of
the loaned rifles for a day of practice and
zeroing ahead of competition.

These were all AR15 rifles in .223
equipped with ACOG or Elcan optics.

100 Australian Shooter

The competition was organised by the NZ
Service Rifle Association at the Rotorua
Deerstalkers range, a picturesque complex
with shooting distances out to 300m, just a
short drive from town.

During practice, Australian team
members assisted the Kiwis in hosting
a group of disabled British, Canadian
and New Zealand veterans in a fun shoot
with various rifles, including a monstrous
Barrett in 50BMG. The vets were partici-
pating in OpRide, a bike ride from the
bottom of NZ to the top with Aussie team
members chipping in to help them on their
way.

The competition involved two full days
of shooting with close to 200 rounds
downrange starting at 50m and ending at
300. Serials were varied and challenging,
the first at 50m involving 10 rounds - five
standing then magazine change and five
prone - all in 25 seconds.

More challenging still was the run from
the 100m mound to fire 15 rounds on
targets at 200m in 60 seconds, not made
easier by the fact the match was held

|ghi, Slmon Ross, (_Ereg dey
Koning,and Trevor Rock. ¥

straight after a sumptuous lunch of roast
pork and vegetables!

The final match was a double snap at
300m with two rounds fired per six-seconds
exposure of the target. It would be nice to
report the Aussies trounced their hosts but
their top shooters were very good indeed
with the match going to local Jason Davis
on a score of 851.093.

Second was Aussie Trevor Rock on
816.070, Greg de Koning took fifth on
772.059 followed by Simon Ross on
745.060. Considering they were using
unfamiliar rifles this was a fine performance
which could only improve with more trigger
time. Certainly noticeable was how scores
progressively improved over the weekend.

Aside from shooting a highlight of the
trip was visiting a pair of local shooters
with a truly eye-popping collection of
machine-guns. NZ firearms laws permit
ownership of fully automatic military
firearms, although they can’t actually be
fired. There were Brens, Stens, AKs, a
StG 44, various Russian SMGs, assorted
Thompsons and a whole lot more. ®



2018 Pacific Regional Shooting Championships

Aussies on song
across the Tasman

ackers Creek Range in Nelson,

Tt

New Zealand was the venue for the by T ; vt . Clafin-siwedps
Centrefire Benchrest discipline in o el s _ Benchrest medallists,
. . . P . o o ae Brian Mitchell, John
the 2018 Pacific Regional Shooting =T 4, 3 - JAA i " Patzwald, Neil Digweed;
: : : oL i i . Paul Sullivan, Nick Ward . ~
Championships. Held over two days with _ i 5 Ay e HE cHEN

medals awarded to individuals and teams of
two shooters, there was very little between
Australia, New Caledonia and hosts New
Zealand.

Aussies took gold and bronze in the
two-gun team event, Ean Parsons and
William Greer topping the podium with a
.2728 aggregate with Steve Sori and Milan
Morell posting a .2886 score for third, the
teams separated by the New Caledonia pair.

Parsons also took gold in the individual
two-gun competition with a .2650 aggregate
followed by Judy Peacock of NZ and Sori on
.2756.

Victory in the Light Varmint event went
to New Caledonia ahead of New Zealand
but the Aussies came storming back the
following day with Parsons and Greer
taking gold in the Heavy Varmint category
on .2622 ahead of NZ with Sori and Morrell
taking bronze.

Australians excelled in testing condi-
tions in the Rimfire Benchrest competition
with Neil Digweed, Paul Sullivan and Brian
Mitchell filling the first three places in the
individual stakes then Digweed and Sullivan
combining to take gold in the team competi-
tion ahead of Mitchell and John Patzwald
with Nick Ward and Janette Mitchell taking
bronze. ®

E TN - : {FT SAFARI .H,s.urn.:! e i ussies just missed out on a

“-'E-'I-n PR RO N uincn S == \/oUTooor gy medal at the 2018 International
| SAFARI ™% SAFARL = - -capy # i (=~ Big Game Rifle championships

u R EEERE T = Y N O at Pretoria in South Africa. The
R e SATARL AFA. | g \ format didn’t do the visitors any favours

B - oUTROZaEY ; I but they still managed three shooters in

A the top 10 with Victoria’s Bob Christopher

best placed in fourth, one ahead of Mark
Hibbert (Qld) with Brian Kilpatrick (Vic)
seventh. Our picture shows Christopher
and Kilpatrick, left, with Hibbert second
right.

e, £
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Gemma shows the way in

Try Shooting Day

emma Dunn lent an expert

hand when she hosted a

Try Shooting Day at the

SSAA Springvale Range in
Victoria. Women and junior shooters were
among those who flocked to the event,
smoothly orchestrated by Gemma, a
former Australian representative shooter
who is now Coaching and Membership
Development Manager with the SSAA.

Gemma had a small team of volunteers
to assist during a fun-filled occasion at the
Melbourne suburban venue, the objective
to introduce new people to the all-inclusive
sport of shooting.

A total of 36 wannabe shooters enjoyed
the learning experience with more than
half of them women and juniors and two
sessions held during the day. “The Try
Shooting Day was all about showing how
fun, inclusive, professional and safe going
to the range and having a shot can be,” said
Gemma.

“The SSAA is constantly working on
ways to promote the shooting sports and
a day where unlicensed members of the
public can enjoy our sport and see why we
love it so much is a fantastic way to do that.

“It helps break down the misconceptions
some members of the public have towards
shooters as well as providing a great level
of service and experience on our ranges.”

Come-and-try days

Gemma, right,
helps a young
recruit get to
grips with the -
art of shooting.t

The action was under way after a safety
seminar with each segment made up of an
assortment of target shoots. A bonus exer-
cise included a special feature where the
novices were split into teams to shoot for
the highest score.

“We’re hoping those who attended will
now see a pathway to competitive shooting
and perhaps among them will be our next

a big hit at Goulburn

national representatives,” said Gemma.
“There are so many different disciplines
and we're lucky the SSAA has them all, so
there’s plenty of opportunity to become
involved.”

In the wake of the buzz about the
Springvale get-together it’s almost certain
further Try Shooting Days will be on the
agenda so keep your eyes peeled. ®

s the fun sport of shooting

continues to grow in popularity

nationwide, so too do the bian-

nual “Try Shooting’ days held at
the SSAA Goulburn Range in New South
Wales. Staged each April and October at the
historic range where Australian soldiers
were trained during both World Wars, the
facility is shared by the local rifle, pistol and
clay target clubs.

With more than 50 new shooters
attending the October day, they started by
completing paperwork, including police
forms, then a safety instruction course
and finally on to the range under the
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supervision of range officer Jason Shepherd.
Said Jason: “We’ve been running the “Try
Shooting’ days for more than five years now
and this was one of the best turnouts so far,
with a lot of women and younger shooters
as well as a few disabled shooters. It was a
great day all round.”

Added SSAA Goulburn president Bill
Irvine: “It was fantastic to see so many
new faces trying their hand at the shooting
sports. We place the utmost importance
on the safety aspect and will continue to
promote our come-and-try days for all those
out there thinking of taking up this great

New shooters receive &
expert advice from S
Goulburn volunteers.
sport.”




STEEL & SHOT

}

Avuthentic Antique Arms
phone 0412 545 592
www.steelandshot.com.au
email info@steeland shot.com.au

All sreel scope maunts,
CF, TIKKA, HOW

Fings.

To advertise with the
Australian Shooter
please call 08 8272 7100 or

email advertising@ssaa.org.au

SSAA Member Alert

Members are reminded that if you are using
membership of the SSAA as your genuine reason
for your firearms licence, you must ensure you
renew your SSAA membership in time. Please

be aware that state and territory police firearms
registries regularly cross-check firearm licences
and your member status. To support your genu-
ine reason and keep your firearms licence and to
make sure that SSAA can support you, make sure
you renew your SSAA membership.

MELBOURNE
ARMS &

MILITARIA FAIR

) | ) DA )
 BATHURST ARMS FAIR
March 9-10, 2019
Saturday 9am-4.30pm Sunday 9am-3.30pm

Great Western Hwy (A32),
Kendall Ave, Bathurst

bathurstarmsfair.com.au

FIREARMS
LAWYER

Get help from 4-time Olympic shooter
and lawyer, Glenn Kable

Get the right legal advice!
Available Australia-wide.

Having spent a lifetime around the sport, | have an intimate
knowledge of the workings of all the bodies affecting the
decision-making process, whether it is police or courts,
local councils or governments, clubs or associations.

For a no-obligation assessment, phone 0407 962
200 or email glenndkable@yahoo.com
mail@hartmann.webcentral.com.au

Australian Hunter magazine
IS now on Facehook

www.facebook.com/

AustralianHunterMagazine

SAT:9AMTO SPM SUMN: 9AM TO 3PM
$15 ENTRY, CHILDREN FREE

MORE INFORMATION AT
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MELBARMSFAIR
OR 0412 561 243

HUNT pigs, goats, foxes, cats
& ralllms Illl nrwale |alll|

Camp/accommodation. Dogs permitted on some.
Properties available in NSW, QId, Vic, WA and SA.
Western Hunting Information Guide now available.
For a FREE brochure - www.westernhunting.com.au
Email hunt@westernhunting.com.au
John & Kerrie Eggins phone 02 6559 9888

FIREARMS
9494 1380

AUSTRALIA'S LARGEST HhHGE
UF MILIT&R‘I’FIHE&S

M.'SB from 5950

e =
= 51350 Snig -r31ﬂﬂﬂ

T Walther P38
’ trom $650

Yes, it’s true - all the best shots are members of
the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia.

Now you can be the proud owner of one of a lim-
ited number of Maxwell & Williams coffee mugs
emblazoned with exactly those words to tell the
world and be the envy of your mates.

You can’t buy this mug, no matter the size of your
wallet. So if you want your shot of coffee in the
SSAA Best Shots mug, you better get your entry in
for your chance to win one!

SSAA members only.

Enter online at ssaa.org.au/win
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Gun & Knife Show List

2019

March 2-3 Eastbank Centre, Welford St, Shepparfon 200 tables antique & modern firearms - Collectables and Militaria Expo Ricky Seiter 0400 567 353
March 2-3 Australian Blade Symposium Gillian Wilson gmacinc@gmail.com
March 9-10 Bathurst Showground, Bathurst Bathurst Arms Fair bathurstarmsfair.com.au
March 16-17 Ipswich Showgrounds, cnr Warwick & Salisbury Rds, Ipswich Brisbane Show of moder, sporting, military guns, militaria, edged weapons, efc Paul Brush 0412 562 252
Apiil 6-7 The Betting Hall, Elwick Showgrounds, Hobart Antique & modern firearms, edged weapons and militaria Phil Gourlay 0477 411 457
Apiil 13-14 Westgate Indoor Sports and Leisure Centre, Altona North Melbourne Arms and Militaria Fair Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243
May 4-5 Australian Knifemakers Guild/Melbourne Knife Show Gillian Wilson gmacinc@gmail.com
May 18-19 Penrith Panthers Pavilion, Penrith Sydney Antique & Modern Arms Expo Lachlan Matthews 0414 928 018 or eventsSrazorbckguns.com
May 25-26 Toowoomba Showgrounds, Glenvale Rd, Toowoomba 330+ tables firearms, ammo, militaria & collectibles & more Dan Watson 0407 643 776
June 15-16 Gympie Showgrounds, Gympie Gympie Arms and Collectables Fair Gordon McRae 0428 865 205
July 6-7 Westgate Indoor Sports and Leisure Centre, Altona North Melbourne Arms and Militaria Fair Joff Pannan 0412 561 243
August 3-4 Sydney Knife Show Gillian Wilson gmacinc@gmail.com
August 10-11 Penrith Panthers Pavilion, Penrith Sydney Antique & Modern Arms Expo Lachlan Matthews 0414 928 018 or eventsSrazorbckguns.com
September 7-8 Toowoomba Showgrounds, Glenvale Rd, Toowoomba 330+ tables firearms, ammo, militaria & collectibles & more Dan Watson 0407 643 776
September 14-15  Canningfon Exhibition Centre & Showgrounds, Cannington WA Arms & Armour Annual Militaria Fair info@waarmsandarmour.com.au
September 21-22  Maitland Federation Centre, Maitlond Hunter Valley Arms Fair huntervalleyarmsfair.com.ou
October 7 NSW South Coast Knife Show Gillian Wilson gmacinc@gmail.com
October 5-6 Westqate Indoor Sports and Leisure Centre, Altona North Melbourne Arms and Militaria Fair Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243
November 3-4 Adelaide Knife Show Gillian Wilson gmacinc@gmail.com
November 10-11 Penrith Panthers Pavilion, Penrith Sydney Antique & Modern Arms Expo Lachlon Matthews 0414 928 018 or eventsSrazorbckguns.com
December 2 Canberra Knife Show Gillian Wilson gmacinc@gmil.com
2020

September 12-13  Canningfon Exhibition Centre & Showgrounds, Cannington WA Arms & Armour Annual Militaria Fair info@waormsandarmour.com.au

Persons wishing to purchase any firearm that requires a licence from any arms fair in NSW should apply for a Permit to Acquire at least six weeks before the fair.
For reasons beyond the control of show organisers, some of the above dates may be changed. It is advisable to check the show dates before travelling.

SSAA GUN SALES

Australia’s most comprehensive firearms and accessories trading website

Rifles

Handguns

ssaagunsales.com
Buy and sell new and used:

* Knives and hunting products
» Camping gear, vehicles, boats and property

* Firearms, parts and optics
 Ammunition and reloading components
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SSAA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

SSAA Membership Office, PO Box 282, Plumpton, NSW 2761
Phone 02 8805 3900 Fax 02 9832 9377 Email mem@ssaa.org.au

NEW RENEWAL

ABN 95 050 209 688

Membership No.
Have you been a member before? Yes/No

nSSOcy,
\%“”0
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© k4
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= 3
%, g

7

R

Mr Miss Ms Mrs or ............ Preferred SSAA Branch

Title (pLease ciReLe)

First name

Middle name

Last name

Residential address

Town/suburb

State Postcode

Postal address
(IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE'

Town/suburb

State Postcode

Phone (Home)
(Mobile)

(Work)
(Fax)

Email

Date of birth Male Female OFFICE USE ONLY

Tick to subscribe to the FREE SSAA National E-newsletter via email
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES AND SPECIAL OFFERS

Each membership category (apart from Family Member) includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter magazine per year.

$9O Adult (over 18 years)
m $125 Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms
Insurance for 12 months, valid until next membership renewal.
$68 Additional Fumily Member (No magazine) Applies to each additional person
over 18 residing at the same address as a full-subscription Adult member,
E $] 03 Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms R
Insurance for 12 months, valid until next membership renewal. Adul:’r‘:\':;!:::gNo.
$68 Pensioner Awilable on production or photocopy of
both sides of your Australian Concession Card.
E $103 Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms
Insurance for 12 months, valid until next membership renewal.
$450 5-yeﬂ|’ AdU" Contact SSAA for firearms insurance information.
$1800 Member for Life Contact SSAA for firearms insurance information.
$] 73 Overseas Available to members living overseas.
$25 Junior (under 18 years) Parent’s or guardian’s SIGNAIUME  .....c.eoviiioiiiiiiiiit e

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Enclosed is payment for the amount of $................ | also wish to donate
Cheque Money order MasterCard Visa S o to the SSAA

Cardnumber | | | [ [ [ [ [ L[ [ L[ ]]]

Expiry date Djjj SIGNAIUI. .. ssaa.org.au

Cheques payable to the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.

APPLICANTS

PLEASE
READ AND SIGN

This application is made in full
recognition of the Association’s
requirement for responsible and
ethical behaviour. | undertake to
do all in my power to preserve
the good image of the sport and
the Association. | understand
that members breaking the
Code of Conduct may be sub-
ject to suspension or expulsion.
The Code can be found at
ssaa.org.au/code

Refund Policy: Subject to Australian
law, membership fees are not
refundable, nor can they be
transferred.

SSAA Inc collects personal
information of members. The
information you provide on this
form will be disclosed to the state

or territory branch of the SSAA to
which your membership application
relates. A copy of SSAA Inc’s privacy
policy can be found at ssaa.org.au/
privacy. You can obtain access to
your personal information by writing
to: SSAA, PO Box 2520, Unley SA
5061.

Complete this section ONLY

if you wish to use your
membership of the SSAA to
support your Genuine Reason
for having a firearms licence.
Register your SSAA activities by
marking one or more of the
following boxes:

[ marGeT sHootiNG

D Eﬁguﬁgbership)

[]couecting
HUNTING OTHER

(R licence, property
owner/permission)

and for just $35 you
§et $25,000 worth
of firearms and fixed
accessories cover.
Want to know more?
Call us at SSAA

MEMBERS
FIREARMS
INSURANCE
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Youth in Focus

Liam Wyatt

Communications Officer Sam Talbot

iam Wyatt is a member of SSAA

Brisbane who gets his kicks from

going fast. As soon as he was old

enough Liam, 17, acquired his
juniors permit and hasn’t looked back.
In addition to being a keen and active
shooter he has represented Queensland
as a para-athlete for the past five years
in athletics and is the fastest hearing-
impaired athlete in his age group in
Australia at 100m, 200m, 400m and
cross-country.

Liam uses bi-lateral cochlear implants
to help him hear and is effectively deaf
without them but, rather than letting that
slow him down, he has instead acquired a
taste for going fast - and that’s just what
he does.

As well as athletics and firing off
rounds you can catch Liam, if you're
quick enough, on the race track in his
go-kart. Liam and his dad Paul have
re-built a Swiss Hutless go-kart complete
with 100cc Yamaha engine and “all the
upgrades”. As for shooting equipment
Liam uses a .22 Sako, a Browning lever-
action and his dad’s air rifle as well as an
ex-military Swedish Mauser which very
much belongs to his dad.

One interesting side effect from Liam’s
disability is he doesn’t technically need
hearing protection on the range. “He

Liam with
one of
his many
trophies.
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can’t hear anything if he turns the proces-
sors off and he can’t get any deafer,” said
mum Carol. “But he usually wears ear
plugs to keep the Range Officer happy and
then he won’t have anyone bugging him
who doesn’t realise he’s deaf.”

Even with impressive results in other
sports Liam still makes shooting a
priority, managing to fit everything into
his schedule along with a part-time job
and starting Year 12 this year. “My friends
like to hear about my shooting achieve-
ments and give me encouragement,” he
said. “Although some of them who don’t
know much about shooting think I'm a bit
crazy.”

Liam shoots both silhouettes and paper
targets but prefers the paper targets
as they let him work on his accuracy.

He reckons shooting and running instil
patience and calmness, qualities neces-
sary for both. “I also like shooting
because it brings together people who
have similar interests,” he said.

“One thing I really like about our club
is that everyone gets the same amount of
help and accolades, it’s not just the best
shooters who get all the attention. The
people who help me the most are volun-
teers and other members who are always
giving advice or pointing me in the right
direction.”

He has represeme:d Queensland at
national level for five years.

With this being his last year as a junior
shooter before stepping up, Liam aims to
progress from rimfire to centrefire, and
while he continues to balance shooting,
running and go-karting he’s patiently
awaiting the day when someone invents a
sport that combines all three. Until then
he’ll work towards his dream career of
working in logistics and possibly joining
the army.

“I’d encourage anyone with a disability
to get into shooting as the people are
very welcoming and it’s easy to make
new friends,” said Liam. “Some people
see me and the stuff I do and think ‘if
he can do it maybe I can too’ and I think
that’s great.” @



SPONSOIsC

JUNIOR

SSAA National’s ‘Sign up a Junior’ campaign
was launched to help introduce youngsters
to recreational shooting. Juniors are
essential to the ongoing strength and vitality
of the SSAA and we are seeking your
support to protect and ensure the future of
the shooting sports in Australia.

Photo! Nicholas [ogt( 1
P AN

I:l $25 - includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter

I:l $54 - includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter and four issues of Australian Hunter magazine

Membership No.

Has the junior been a member before? Yes/No |:| |:| |:| |:| |:| |:|

Details of junior being signed up (must be under 18)

Branch (if known) ... Sex (please circle) M / F

First name ... Middle name ... Last name ...
HomMe address .o P/C........
Date of birth ............................ PR ONE.
BNl

OFFICE USE ONLY

Details of sponsoring member
First name ... Middle name.......................... Lastname.............................

Membership No.

Payment options
Enclosed is payment for the amount of $................ |:| | also wish to donate

[ ] Cheque [ ] Money order [ |MasterCard [ ] Visa S to the SSAA
Cardnumber | | | | [l | [ | [l [ [ [ 1l | [ | | mLT: MEMBERSHIP OFFICE,

) PO BOX 282, Plumpton, NSW 2761
Expiry date Dij SIGNAtUre..ccceiiiiiiiiiie e

Cheques payable to the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.

SSAA Inc is subject to the provisions of the National
Privacy Act. Should you want a copy of the SSAA Inc
Privacy Statement or seek further information, please
write to PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 5061.




Competition News

ONLINE AT SSAA.ORG.AU/DISCIPLINES

National

National Junior Rimfire Rifle
Metallic Silhouette Postal
Championships
February I-July 31,2019
All clubs/branches
Program: 40-shot match to be shot between
February | and July 31, 2019. Scores showing
competitor’s name, branch, age and results for
each shot to Kaye MclIntyre at juniorsports@
ssaa.org.au by August 3 . Prizes to third place
in U-15, O-15and U-18 . Contact: Kaye
Mclntyre.

Big Game Rifle National Postal
Championships
February [-November 30, 2019
Program: February [-May 3 1: Special Snap.
June 1-August 3 1: Group Three. September
I-November 30: Stopping Double Rifle. Rules:
Championships shot as per current National
Big Game Rifle rule book. Scoresheets showing
competitor’s name, club, rifle, scope power
and result of each shot to be sent to Graeme
Wright, PO Box 5085, Kenmore East, Qld
4069. Awards to third place and juniors. Entries
in junior class to include date of birth. Contact:
Graeme Wright thepilotgw(@hotmail.com

SSAA Field Rifle, Scoped
3-Positional, NRA and Air Rifle
National Championships
April 17-22,2019
Southern Districts Rifle Club,
Bedfordale, WA
Program: Wednesday, April |7, practice.
Thursday, April 18, NRA 3x40; 10m
Scoped Air Rifle - Precision. Friday, April
19, Field Rifle Centrefire; 10m Scoped Air
Rifle - 3-Positional. Saturday, April 20, Scoped
3-Positional Rimfire. Sunday, April 21, Field
Rifle Rimfire. Monday, April 22, Scoped
3-Positional Centrefire. Nominations: See
website. Rules: Current SSAA rule book.
Prizes: See website. Facilities: Canteen,
licensed bar, toilets, showers, on-range
camping with limited power. Contact:
Christine 0893 981 |3 secretary@sdrc.com.
au or Matt 0439 092 686 fieldrifle@ssaa.org.
au. See website for full event details.

SSAA National Centrefire Benchrest
Championships
April 19-22,2019
SSAA Dairyville Range,
Coffs Harbour, NSW
Program: April 19, 8am Unlimited 100 and
200yds; April 20, 8am Sporter 100 and
200yds; April 21, 8am Light Benchrest 100 and
200yds; April 22, 8am Heavy Benchrest 100
and 200yds. Nominations: $60 per class. Rules:
Pre-nomination by April |. Practice April 17-28.
Prizes: National medals, top |0 patches, junior
trophies. Facilities: Clubhouse, toilets, showers,
barbecue, camping on range, catered breakfast,
lunch, tea, coffee, gala dinner on Saturday
included. Contact: David Billinghurst 0418 478
160 or Ray Munro 0408 649 126.

SSAA Muzzleloading National
Championships
April 19-22, 2019
SSAA Para, Rifle Range Road, Greenwith, SA
Program: Friday, April 19 to Monday, April 22
(please refer to website for full list of events).
Nominations: All pistol/rifle $5 per event,
shotgun $7 (maximum for adult $ 100, junior
$50). To be lodged with SSAA Para Branch,
PO Box 2013, Adelaide, SA 5001 or email:
secretary(@ssaapara.org.au Cheques/money
orders payable to SSAA Para Branch. EFTPOS
available at range. Rules: Muzzleloading Rule
book No.7. Prizes: National medals and
perpetual trophies for aggregates, prize table.
Facilities: Camping (limited power sites), toilets
and showers. Canteen with lunch each day.
Limited supplies of black powder (Swiss and
Wano) can be bought at range (please pre-
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order to ensure sufficient stock). Barbecue
dinner Saturday night. Contact: Michael
Nicholas secretary@ssaapara.org.au or 0467
716.

SSAA National Lever Action
Metallic Silhouette Championships
April 26-30, 2019
Eagle Park, Little River, Victoria
Program: Friday, April 26: Practice |0am-
4pm. Saturday: 80 shots Rifle Calibre.
Sunday: 80 shots Pistol Calibre. Monday:
80 shots Smallbore. Tuesday: Over-run day
if needed. Sight-in 8am daily, briefing 9am.
Membership and grading cards must be
shown. Nominations: $30 per event, $80 all
three. Rules: As per current rule book. Prizes:
National medals all grades. Facilities: On-range
camping, cafe Friday-Monday. Contact: Mark
Butler 0409 135 740 or reltub@alphalink.
com.au

SSAA 5-Stand National
Championships
April 27-28,2019
10125 Gore Highway,
Captains Mountain, Qld
Program: 200-target 5-Stand (100 targets
Saturday and Sunday), team selection for five
Open and five Graded members to compete
in New Zealand late 2019. Nominations:
Online. Prizes: Ist, 2nd and 3rd place medals
in each grade. Fadilities: Limited onsite cabins
and bunkhouse accommodation, camping
with powered sites, showers, food and
meals for sale Friday-Sunday. Contact: Brett
Chambellant shotgun@ssaa.org.au or Mick
Norris mjnorris | 972@gmail.com

SSAA National Big Game Rifle
Championships
May 25-26, 2019
Mickett Creek Range, Darwin, NT
Program: Eight core events as per 2017
National BGR rule book. Medals for each
event, overall, veteran, junior and ladies.
Supplementary events will also be run. Safety
briefing 8.30am, first event 9am. Medals and
prize presentation on Sunday. Practice available
Friday, May 24. Nominations: Required by
May 18. Nominations received after this date
may not be processed. Facilities: Barbecue
lunch both days, dinner on Saturday. Camping
facilities on range. Contact: Barry Seabrook
0438 860 510 or Tony Orr 0409 862 393
email ntbiggamerifle@gmail.com

SSAA Fly Shoot National
Championships
June 8-10, 2019
SSAA Batemans Bay Deep Creek Shooting
Complex, NSW
Program: Thursday, June 6 bench draw
available. Friday, 10am practice and flag set-up.
Saturday, 9am Light Gun. Sunday, 9am Heavy
Gun. Monday, 9am Rimfire. Nominations:
Close June 1. Fees: $50 per class, juniors
half-price, can be paid on arrival. Nominations
to stateflyshoot@gmail.com or Anthony 0418
406 698. Rules: Current SSAA Fly Shoot Rule
book (maximum calibre on complex is 8mm).
Prizes: Gold, silver, bronze for aggregate each
class. Gold for Small Group and High Scoring
Target each class. Gold, silver, bronze for
2-Gun Centrefire, 2-Gun Centrefire/Rimfire
and 3-Gun. Gold, silver, bronze for juniors
U-15and 15-18. Facilities: Catering by SSAA
Batemans Bay Club all weekend, camping
$5 per night, hot showers, toilets, cooking
facilities and power. Contact: stateflyshoot@
gmail.com, Anthony Hall 0418 406 698 or
Bryson Payne 02 4471 3135. Full details on
website.

New South Wales

SSAA NSW Benchrest Score
Championships
March 9-12, 2019

SSAA Dairyville Range, Coffs Harbour, NSW
Program: March 9, 8am Light Rimfire 50m and
100yds; March 10, 8am Heavy Rimfire 50m
and 100yds; March | |, 8am Light Centrefire
100 and 200yds; March 12, 8am Heavy
Centrefire 100 and 200yds. Nominations:
$50 per class. Rules: Pre-nomination by
February 28 (late fee $10). Practice March 8.
Prizes: State medals, top |0 patches, junior
trophies. Facilities: Clubhouse, toilets, showers,
barbecue. Camping on range. Catered
breakfast, lunch, tea, coffee included. Contact:
David Billinghurst 0418 478 160 or Ray Munro
0408 649 126. Full details on website.

Queensland

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic
Silhouette Postal Shoot No.1
February [-May 31,2019
Program: Smallbore Conventional Pistol,
Smallbore Conventional Revolver, Smallbore
Unlimited Standing, Smallbore Unlimited
Pistol. Location: All SSAA (QId) branches with
approval to shoot Pistol Metallic Silhouette.
Nominations: Results to state NRA Pistol
Metallic Silhouette chairman by June 14, 2019.
Rules: As per SSAA (Qld) NRA Pistol Metallic
Silhouette Guide Book. Prizes: Certificates to
Ist, 2nd, 3rd in each grade. Each entry goes
into draw for $60 open order at Queensland
Shooters Supplies, Ipswich. Contact: Hazel
Bozic 07 4128 0467 or hbozicl @bigpond.
net.au

SSAA Qld Air Rifle State
Championships
March 30-April 1, 2019
Rifle Range Rd, off Hervey Range Rd,
Townsville, Qld
Program: Saturday, March 30: Air Rifle Field
Target - 60 rounds (2 x 30); Sunday: Air
Rifle Silhouette - 80 rounds; Monday: 10m
Precision Standing - 40 rounds. Range open
8 am for 9am start. State sub-committee
meeting on Saturday, delegates must have
written accreditation from branch executive.
Nominations: lan Macdonald 0422 387 028
macsplace99@hotmail.com or Heather Dale
0418 873 258 gldairchief@westnet.com.au.
Rules: Current SSAA Rulebook. Grading cards
must be shown. Prizes: State medals for first
three, juniors and veterans. Facilities: Camping
at range with toilets and showers (fees apply).
Motels in town. Snacks and drinks for sale.
Lunch, dinner on Saturday and Sunday lunch
available to buy. Contact: Heather Dale 0418
873 258 gldairchief@westnet.com.au

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic
Silhouette Postal Shoot No. 2
April 1-July 31,2019
Program: Smallbore Hunter's Pistol Metallic
Sights - Standing (formerly 50m Iron Sights).
Location: All SSAA (QlId) branches with
approval to shoot Pistol Metallic Silhouette.
Nominations: Results to state NRA Pistol
Metallic Silhouette chairman by August 14,
2019. Rules: As per SSAA (Qld) NRA Pistol
Metallic Silhouette Guide Book. Prizes:
Certificates to Ist, 2nd, 3rd in each grade.
Each entry goes into draw for $60 open order
at Queensland Shooters Supplies, Ipswich.
Contact: Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 hbozic| @
bigpond.net.au

SSAA QId Gallery Rifle State
Championships
April 13-14, 2019
SSAA Clermont Branch, Queensland
Program: Friday, April 12, practice. Saturday,
Imperial Silhouettes (30+ rounds), 1020
Match (102 rounds). Sunday, America Match
(30+ rounds), 1500 Match (150 rounds).
Nominations: From Gallery Rifle page on
Queensland website, send to Secretary,
Clermont Branch. Rules: As per handbook.
Prizes: State medals for first, second, third per
grade in each match. Facilities: Limited camping

at range. Contact: Frances Fowler 0400 831
I'15 or Don Robinson 0428 986 070.

SSAA Qld Rifle Metallic Silhouette
State Championships
April 25-28,2019
Fraser Coast Range, Churchill Mines Rd,
Dundathu, Qld
Program: Open to all SSAA members. Friday,
April 26: Rimfire Light/Hunting Rifle 40-shot
match + Centrefire Light/Hunting Rifle 40-
shot match. Saturday: Rimfire Heavy/Open
80-shot match + Centrefire Service Rifle
Silhouette 40-shot match. Sunday: Centrefire
Heavy/Open 80-shot match. Nominations:
$15 per event to maximum $50, juniors half
price. (Service Rifle $10 or included in $50
max.) Pay on arrival. Rules: As per current
SSAA Rifle Metallic Silhouette Rules. Prizes:
State medals for Ist, 2nd, 3rd in each grade.
Facilities: Camping at range (unpowered).
Contact: Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467,
hbozic | @bigpond.net.au or Jeff Bennett 0407
969 354, jbennetttinana@gmail.com

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic
Silhouette Postal Shoot No.3
May |-August 31,2019
Program: Hunter’s Pistol Metallic Sights,
Hunter’s Pistol Standing. Location: All SSAA
(QId) branches with approval to shoot Pistol
Metallic Silhouette. Nominations: Results to
state NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette chairman
by September 14, 2019. Rules: As per SSAA
(Qld) NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette Guide
Book. Prizes: Certificates to |st, 2nd, 3rd in
each grade. Each entry goes into draw for $60
open order at Queensland Shooters Supplies,
Ipswich. Contact: Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467
hbozic | @bigpond.net.au

SSAA Qld Single Action State
Championships
May 3-5, 2019
Kingaroy-Burrandowan Rd , Chahpingah, QId
Program - Friday: Side matches. Saturday and
Sunday: Main match. Facilities: Camping on
range with hot showers and toilets. Contact:
lan Jacobs 07 4164 8179.

SSAA Qld Combined Services
State Championships
May 4-6, 2019
SSAA Bundaberg branch
Program: Friday, May 3, practice. Saturday,
Class |, 2 or 3 pistols. Sunday, rifle. Monday,
rifle. Rules: SSAA Combined Services rule
book No.4. Nominations: All pistol $40, all
rifle $60, all events $90, individual events
$8, juniors half price. Closing date April 19.
Current SSAA membership and grading
cards must be shown. Barbecue Saturday
night, refreshments all weekend. Facilities:
Camping at range, toilets, showers. Contact:
secretaryQ32@hotmail.com See SSAA (QId)
website for full details.

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic
Silhouette State Championships
May 16-19,2019
Fraser Coast Range,

Churchill Mines Rd, Dundathu, Qld
Program: Open to all SSAA members. Events:
Smallbore Conventional Pistol, Smallbore
Conventional Revolver, Smallbore Unlimited
Standing, Smallbore Unlimited Pistol, Long
Range Conventional Pistol, Long Range
Conventional Revolver, Long Range Unlimited
Standing, Long Range Unlimited Pistol, Hunter’s
Pistol Metallic Sights, Hunter’s Pistol Standing.
Nominations: $8 per event to maximum $60,
juniors half price. Rules: As per SSAA (Qld)
NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette Guide Book.
Prizes: State medals for Ist, 2nd, 3rd in each
event, grade and 10-Gun Aggregate. Facilities:
Camping at range (unpowered). Contact: Jeff
Bennett 0407 969 354 jbennetttinana@gmail.
com or Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 hbozicl @
bigpond.net.au
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Victoria

SSAA Vic Military Rifle Club CSD
State Rifle Championships
April 4-7,2019
Dookie Agricultural College,

Dookie Rd, Dookie, Vic
Program: Thursday, April 4: Range open
for practice and registration. Friday: 500m
Sniper (FI & F2 Class), 500m Modified/
Accurised Rifles (H Class), 500m Tactical
Development Rifles (T Class). Saturday: 300m
Deliberate (B Class rifles), 300m, 200m,
100m 3P Core (B Class rifles). Sunday: 310
Cadet and .22 Trainer, 50m, 75m, 100m 3R
Nomination: $25, competition fee $25 a day
or $100 for all, juniors half price, late fee $10
(after March 30). Rules: SSAA Combined
Services Discipline Rule book 2017. Prizes:
Awarded on Sunday. Facilities: Dormitory
accommodation at reasonable rates, free
camping on range. Contact: Frank Griffo
milrifle@vicmrc.com See website for full
detalils.

SSAA Vic Military Rifle Club ANZAC
Day Memorial Shoot
April 25,2019
Eagle Park Range, Gifkins Rd, Little River, Vic
Program: Registration 9am, Remembrance
ceremony |0am, competition 10.30. See
website for full program. Nominations:
$25 includes lunch, juniors half price. Rules:
Shooters graded into MRC GM,M, A, Band C
grades for .303 Service Rifle. Prizes: ANZAC
Trophy for overall winner using a No. | Mk3
rifle, medals by grade for each event. Contact:
Frank Griffo milrifle@vicmrc.com. Full details
on website.

SSAA Vic Junior Rimfire Silhouette
Championships
May 19,2019
Eagle Park, Little River, Victoria

Program: 8.30am weigh-in, 9am practice,
10.15am shooters’ briefing, 10.30am 80 shots
Rimfire competition. Nominations $10. Rules:
As per current rule book. Trophies |st, 2nd,

3rd at U-18 and U- 15 plus overall winner.

Contact: Jeannine Taylor 0417 510 002 or

Mark Butler 0409 135 740.

SSAA Vic Rifle Metallic Silhouette
State Championships
May 25-26, 2019
Eagle Park, Little River, Victoria
Program: Saturday, May 25, 80 shots
Centrefire; Sunday, 80 shots Rimfire.
Nominations $20 per event. Rules as per
current rule book. Contact Mark Butler 0409
135 740.

Western Australia

SSAA WA Lever Action State
Championships
June 1-2,2019
Wanneroo Shooting Complex,
Perry Road, Pinjar, WA
Program: Saturday, June |, 9.30am: Classic
Calibre followed by Revolver. Sunday,
9.30am: State Open. Nominations: Fees -
Rifle $35, Classic Calibre $25, Revolver $25
($75 all three), juniors half price. Download
full programme and forms at plarc.com.au/
events. State delegates’ meeting in PLARC
clubhouse at 7.30pm on Friday. Rules: Rifle
competition in accordance with WA State
Open Lever Action Rifle Championship
Rules. Prizes: State medals and certificates.
Facilities: Range open for practice on Friday,
May 31 from 8am to 5pm and Saturday
and Sunday 7-8.30am. Canteen Saturday
and Sunday. Camping and caravans on
PLARC range only, toilets on site. Meal and
presentation on Sunday. Contact: Joel Evans
leveraction@ssaawa.org.au. Full details on
website.

SSAA WA NRA and Air Rifle
State Championships
June 8-9,2019
SSAA Port Bouvard, Dawesville, WA
Program: Saturday, June 8: Scoped |0m Air
Rifle Precision 8am registration; 8.45 practice;
9.20 briefing; 9.30 match. Scoped 3-Positional
10m Air Rifle | 1.30am registration and practice;
12.05 briefing; 12 matches. Sunday, June
9: NRA 340 Small Bore 8am registration;
8.30 practice; 9.05 briefing; 9.15 matches.
Nominations: $10 per event, $25 all three.
Post to Port Bouvard Pistol & Small Bore Rifle
Club, PO Box 363, Mandurah, WA 6210.
Email secretary@portbouvardpc.com.au.
Rules: SSAA Scoped Air Rifle and NRA Rule
book. Prizes: Medals for first three in each
grade per event, certificates for position win
plus points towards WA Hall of Fame. Facilities:
Canteen, light lunch free for competitors both
days. Contact: Ronnie Pope 0459 545 374 or
fieldrifle@ssaa.org.au

SSAA WA Cowboy Lever Action
Silhouette State Championships
July 11-15,2019
Hedland Sporting Shooters,

Port Hedland, WA
Program: Thursday, July | |: Practice 8am-5pm.
Friday: Rifle Cowboy Lever Action Silhouette
80 shots. Saturday: Pistol Cartridge Cowboy
Lever Action Silhouette 80 shots. Sunday:
Rimfire Cowboy Lever Action Silhouette 80
shots. Monday: Over-run day if needed. Sight-
in 7-8.15am, briefing 8.45, first shot 9am.
Nominations: $25 per 80-shot match, 3-gun
$60, juniors half price. Rules: Current Rifle
Metallic Silhouette rule book. Contact: Warren
Goodfield 0407 440 43| clas@ssaawa.org.au

ACT

SSAA Majura Range, 50 Hector Mclntosh
Grove, Majura, ACT
Program: Thursday, March 28: Range set-up.
Friday, March 29: Pistol scrutineering 8am,
briefing 8.40, competition 9am. Saturday,
March 30: Rifle scrutineering 8am, briefing
8.30, competition 9am. Sunday, March 31:
.310/.22 rifle scrutineering 8.30am, briefing
9.15, competition 9.30am. SSAA and grading
cards must be shown. Nominations open until
March 15, forms at www.actmfc.com, $40
pistol, $60 rifle, $90 all matches, $10 individual
matches, juniors half price. Run in accordance
with SSAA Combined Services rule book
2017. Prizes: Medals, Top Gun trophies, patch
for every competitor. Facilities: No catering
provided, camping and caravans permitted,
tollets and showers, camping $10 per adult
per night, barbecue lunch on Sunday. Contact:
Simon Troeth 0439 300 335 or mfc.ssaa.act@
iinet.com.au. See website for full details.

Northern Territory

SSAA ACT Military Firearms Club
ACT Territorials
March 29-31, 2019

SSAA NT Rifle Metallic Silhouette
State Championships
May 4-6, 2019
Alice Springs Shooting Complex,
Butler Rd, Alice Springs
Program: Saturday, May 4: 80 shots Rimfire
Silhouette Rifle. May 5: 80 shots Centrefire
Silhouette Rifle. May 6: 40 shots Rimfire
Hunting Rifle then 40 shots Centrefire Hunting
Rifle. Nominations: Rimfire Silhouette and
Centrefire Silhouette $20, Rimfire Hunting and
Centrefire Hunting $10, juniors and seniors
half price. Online registration form at https://
ssaaalicesprings.wildapricot.org/2019-NT-
RMS-Championships. Rules: SSAA RMS rule
book, bring grading cards and firearms licence
in NT. Prizes: All grades and junior divisions.
Facilities: Camping and caravan sites in complex
with toilets, showers, accommodation in Alice
Springs. Contact: Russell Wilkie 0408 165 752.
Full details on website.

SSAA Official Calendar

INTERNATIONAL

August 19-24, 2019

NATIONAL

Feb I-July 31,2019
Feb 1-Nov 30, 2019

| 2th MLAIC World Long Range Muzzleloading Championships

National Junior Rimfire Metallic Silhouette Postal Championships
Big Game Rifle National Postal Championships
SSAA Field Rifle, Scoped 3-Positional, NRA and

Air Rifle National Championships

April 17-22,2019
April 19-22,2019
April 19-22,2019

April 26-30, 2019
April 27-28, 2019
May 25-26, 2019
June 8-10, 2019
July 12-14,2019

STATE

SSAA National Centrefire Benchrest Championships

SSAA Muzzleloading National Championships

SSAA National Lever Action Metallic Silhouette Championships
SSAA 5-Stand National Championships

SSAA National Big Game Rifle Championships

SSAA Fly Shoot National Championships

SSAA National Junior Challenge

February [-May 31, 2019 SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette Postal Shoot No. |

March 2-3, 2019
March 9-12, 2019
March 29-31, 2019
March 30-April I, 2019
April [-July 31,2019
April 4-7,2019

April 13-14,2019
April 25,2019

April 25-28, 2019

May |-August 31, 2019
May 3-5,2019

May 4-6, 2019

May 4-6, 2019

May 16-19,2018

May 19,2019
May 25-26, 2019
June 1-2,2019
June 8-9, 2019
July 11-15,2019

SSAA SA 2019 Lever Action Silhouette State Championships
SSAA NSW Benchrest Score Championships

SSAA ACT Military Firearms Club ACT Territorials

SSAA QId State Air Rifle Championships

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette Postal Shoot No.2
SSAA Vic Military Rifle Club CSD State Championships
SSAA Qld Gallery Rifle State Championships

SSAA Vic Military Rifle Club ANZAC Day Memorial Shoot
SSAA Qld Rifle Metallic Silhouette State Championships

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette Postal Shoot No.3
SSAA Qld Single Action State Championships

SSAA QId Combined Services State Championships

SSAA NT Rifle Metallic Silhouette State Championships

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette State Championships

SSAA Vic Junior Rimfire Silhouette Championships

SSAA Vic Rifle Metallic Silhouette State Championships

SSAA WA Lever Action State Championships

SSAA WA NRA and Air Rifle State Championships

SSAA WA Cowboy Lever Action Silhouette State Championships

Bisley, England

All clubs/branches

Kim Atkinson 27honeysuckle@msn.com.au

juniorsports@ssaa.org.au

Graeme Wright thepilotgw(@hotmail.com

Southern Districts Rifle Club, Bedfordale, WA
Dairyville Range, Coffs Harbour, NSW
SSAA Para Range, SA

Eagle Park, Little River, Vic

Captains Mountain, Qld

Mickett Creek Range, Darwin, NT
Batemans Bay Shooting Complex, NSW
Springvale and Eagle Park Ranges, Vic

SSAA Para Range, SA

Dairyville Range, Coffs Harbour, NSW
SSAA Majura Range, ACT

Hervey Range Rd, Townsville, Qld

Dookie, Vic

Clermont Branch, Qld

Eagle Park Range, Little River, Vic
Fraser Coast Range, Dundathu, QId

Kingaroy-Burrandowan Rd, Chahpingah, QId
SSAA Bundaberg branch, Qld

SSAA Alice Springs, NT

Fraser Coast Range, Dundathu, QId

Eagle Park, Little River, Vic

Eagle Park, Little River, Vic

Wanneroo Shooting Complex, Pinjar, WA
SSAA Port Bouvard, Dawesville, WA

Port Hedland, WA

0893 981 131 or 0439 092 686

David 0418 478 160 or Ray 0408 649 126

0467 763 716 or secretary@ssaapara.org.au

0409 135 740 reltub@alphalink.com.au
shotgun@ssaa.org.au

0438 860 510 or 0409 862 393 ntbiggamerifle@gmail.com
stateflyshoot@gmail.com or 0418 406 698

0417 510 002 or j9.taylor55@gmail.com

Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 or hbozic| @bigpond.net.au
atm3855@yahoo.com.au or 0414 880 333

David 0418 478 160 or Ray 0408 649 126

0439 300 335 or mfc.ssaa.act@iinet.com.au

Heather Dale 0418 873 258 or gldairchief@westnet.com.au
Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 hbozic| @bigpond.net.au
Frank Griffo milrifle@vicmrc.com

0400831 115 or 0428 986 070

milrifle@vicmrc.com

Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 hbozic | @bigpond.net.au

or Jeff Bennett 0407 969 354 jbennetttinana@gmail.com
Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 hbozic| @bigpond.net.au

lan Jacobs 07 4164 8179

secretaryQ32@hotmail.com

0408 165752

Jeff Bennett 0407 969 354 jbennetttinana@gmail.com or
Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 hbozic | @bigpond.net.au
0417 510 002 or 0409 135 740

0409 135740

leveraction@ssaawa.org.au

Ronnie Pope 0459 545 374 or fieldrifle@ssaa.org.au
0407 440 431 or clas@ssaawa.org.au
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N onlineshop

Shop now for exclusive SSAA Eroduc’rs, including clothing,
camping, accessories, knives,

ooks and more.

SSAA Shotgun Vest

The new SSAA Shotgun Vest is made to our
usual high standards and now comes with
upgraded features such as the ability to
insert additional padding in the shoulders
to absorb recoil.

The vest comes with lots of pockets, has SSAA Renegade Jacket $94-95

front and rear leather trim and Velcro
adjuster, while the back sections are mesh

The SSAA Renegade Jacket is made Green Black

for added breathability. from wind and water-resistant breathable CJGOOT - Small CJB0OO1 - Small
Comes in blue and green. material and lined with cosy microfleece CJG002 - Medium CJB002 - Medium

fo keep you warm. CJGO003 - Large CJB003 - Large
Green Blue The clamshell jacket comes with a CJG004 - XL CJB0O4 - XL
SVGOOT - Small SVBOO1 - Small structured hood to keep the rain off and CJG005 - 2XL CJBO0S5 - 2XL
SVG002 - Medium ~ SVB002 - Medium has a multitude of zippered pockets to CIG006 - 3XL CJBOOG - 3XL
SVGOO03 - Large SVBOO3 - Large keep your belongings secure in the field, -
SVG004 - XL SVB0OO4 - XL on the range, while hiking, hunting or For correct sizing please visit the online
SVGO005 - 2XL SVB0OO5 - 2XL just out and about. shop as the jackets are small in make.
SVGO006 - 3XL SVB0O6 - 3XL
$74.95

SHOOITING GLEASSES
SSAA Advantage SSAA Magnum
shooting glasses shooting glasses

SSAA Softshell Vest

i ter
SSAA Softshell Vest is wa
g\sJigmnt and made fron; Q‘?Sb\c?iecr Oc:g’r
echanic sfrefc
Egmﬁﬁ comfy microfleece on the
inside to keep you warm-

Ccsv001-small
CSV002 - medivm
CSV003 - large
CSV004 - XL
CSV005 - 2XL
CSVO006 - 3XL

$64.95

sca001 $49.95 semoo1 $49.95

Soe full delarle oulive!
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Official online shop
of the Sporting
Shooters’ Association
of Australia

CLOTHING

SSAA Buffwear

These SSAA Buffs offer a multitude of uses and can
be worn to keep dust and dirt out of your face when
riding the quad or as a basic headscarf.

They also offer sun protection and are great for
fishing as well as hunting and come in a range of
colours that can match your favourite outdoor gear.

CBWO0O01
I[ron Bark

CBWO003

Bullet Coloured Leaf

$17.95 CBW004 CBWO005
Distressed Leaf Oz Flag
BOOKS
RELOADING

Australian Shooter binder

Our sturdy leather-grained
vinyl binder will not only
protect your monthly issues
of the Australian Shooter,
but it looks good too.

A0001

$16.95

Reloading for
Rifles & Pistols

Contains the latest data
available on local and
overseas cartridges,
including information on
reloading sabots.

P0028
$19.70

SO6 RIFLES & PISTOLS

SSAA
cloth badge 7.5cm

BOO12

$7.50

SSAA
cloth badge
B0O15

$7.50

e oy iR

WMMW#J?

SSAA Blue Earmuffs

With a noise rating of NRR 23 db,
they are ideal for sporting shoot-
ers, range officers, instructors and
spectators.

See full details online.

EMBO05
$59.95

SHOP NOW - IT’S EASY! Go to
onlineshop.ssaa.org.av

or call 02 8805 3900
for phone orders
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onlineshop

Order online NOW or Call 02 8805 3900 or
Fill in the Mail Order below

CAMPING & HUNTING

SSAA Ka-Bar folder

The SSAA Ka-Bar folder comes beautifully
presented in a box to make gift giving a pleasure.

Measurements

Blade length: 10cm

Blade width: 3.5cm (at its widest part)
Handle length: 12.5cm

Handle width: 3cm

Weight: 187grams

$48.95 «keroor

SSAA Apex swag

> The SSAA Apex swag measures 2000mm
long, a generous 900mm wide and
600mm in height at the peak of the apex.

swacos NOW $199

MAIL ORDER FORM

SEND ORDER TO SSAA SHOP, PO BOX 282, PLUMPTON, NSW 2761

ALL ITEMS ARE
WHILE STOCKS LAST

INQUIRIES 02 8805 3900

Please note: For knife purchases, Member No. needed for age verification, as purchaser must be over I8.

DELIVER TO

Please allow 14-21 days for delivery
ALL PRICES GST INCLUSIVE

Please find enclosed payment in the amount of $................

or charge my MasterCard D Visa D

cordNo. L L LTI DT

Expiry date ...../...... SIgNAtUrE. ..

DISCOUNT RATES AVAILABLE FOR SSAA CLUBS - CONTACT 02 8805 3900.

The color of some of the photos may vary from the actual product due to dye batch lots or current availability.



Members-only competitions

For your chance to win one of these competitions, write your name, address,
phone number and membership number on a piece of paper and place it

inside an envelope, along with the name of the competition on the front of the

envelope, as shown in the example. Alternatively, you can enter online.
Competitions close March 31, 2019.

(Name of competition)
SSAA National

PO Box 2520

Unley SA 5061

Lithgow Arms branded
men’s pocket black tee,
LA101 CrossOver bar mat,
Lithgow Arms baseball cap

Kindly donated by Lithgow Arms
lithgowarms.com.au

Package of assorted MOA
and MIL sight targets
Prize includes 20 targets
total (5 per pack)

Kindly donated by Black Carbon
blackcarbon.com.au

Lithgow Arms
soft gun rifle case

Kindly donated by Lithgow Arms
lithgowarms.com.au

Competition winners!

Australian Shooter December 2018

Australian Women’s Shooter

$100 SSAA online shop voucher
Diane Eady, Qld

LED Lenser Torch and
Rebar Leatherman pack
Chris Marshall, Qld

December Junior - Browning  Lithgow T-shirt, bar mat
Buckmark hoodie & decal set & calendar pack
Ella Barnes, Vic Bella Hurworth, Qld

Lithgow T-shirt (grey polo), December Best
bar mat & calendar Shots Mug
James Lawrence, Qld Matthew Cassidy, Tas

1 of 2 UpLULA pink
magazine loaders
Shayne King, NSW
Catherine Abela, NSW

Advertisers’ index

Austealth
Bathurst Arms Fair ...
Beretta Australia

Bradford Exchange
Claremont Firearms
Cleaver Firearms..........
CR Kennedy.
Custom Engrave
Eagleye Hunting Gear-............ccccceeveueuicnininnnnnns
Earmold Australia
Forbes Wholesale
Glenn Kable
Gold Coast Shooters Supplies
Great Australian Outdoors magazine....
Grycol
Hermann’s Sporting Guns.
Horsley Park Gun Shop
Hunter magazine
Industek
Inland Hunting Properties
Knife Shop Australia .....
Liberal Democrats
Lynx Optics
Magnum Sports
Melbourne Gun Show
Night-Vision Australia
Nioa
Nyati
Outdoor Sporting Agencies............cceeeueueuenne
Polaris
Pro-Tactical
QId Gun Exchange
Raytrade
Secure Your Gun, Secure Your Sport ....................
Spika
Sponsor a Junior
SSAA Farmer Assist
SSAA Gun Sales
SSAA General Insurance
SSAA Members Firearms Insurance
SSAA Membership Form
SSAA National E-newsletter
SSAA SHOT Expo
SSAA's Comprehensive Guide
Steel & Shot
Thales
TSA Outdoors
Winchester Australia ...
Wolf-Eyes

AUSTRALIAN SHOOTER is published monthly and is
printed by Blue Star Web, 81 Derby St, Silverwater,
NSW 2128.

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc (SSAA
Inc) is subject to the provisions of the National Privacy
Act. We collect personal information from members

of the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia in

the various states and territories. Should you want a
copy of the SSAA Inc Privacy Statement or seek further
information please write to PO Box 2520, Unley, SA
5061.

Freelance contributions are welcome. We do, however,
recommend that potential authors contact the office
prior to story drafting. Manuscripts and digital files may
be sent to the address shown above. No responsibility
is taken for the loss or damage of manuscripts or
photographic material.

While the publishers exercise due care with regard to
handloading data, no responsibility can be accepted for
errors and/or omissions, or any damage suffered as a
consequence.

Please note that certain firearm types and accessories
advertised in the Australian Shooter may not be legally
available in all states and territories. Please check with
your local authorities before ordering. Neither the AS
nor any of its advertisers accept responsibility in this
matter. No text or photographs within the magazine may
be republished, either electronically or in print, without
the express written permission of the Editor.

Copyright 2019.
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Jumbunna WITH JOHN DUNN

Of Dixie and the deer

hough the calendar showed it was
spring, the day had been at least
three parts winterish and was
working hard on the remainder.
The afternoon sun was bright enough but
shed little warmth when it managed to find
a gap in the clouds. The wind coming off the
mountain was icy and you had to wonder
if the overnight rain hadn’t fallen as snow
higher up.

We’d been for a walk in the morning to
check what deer signs were about and in
the circumstances there was only one place
that offered much hope
of success - the bottom
corner of a cultivation
paddock where the
timber provided some
respite from the wind.

The sun was still at
least half an hour above
the skyline when the
dog and I slipped into
the head of a fallen
peppermint gum on the
edge of a rise overlook-
ing the paddock. It was
a perfect natural blind -
a part of the landscape
the deer were already
used to and an ideal
place for a camo-clad
hunter and brown dog
to disappear among the dappled shadows.
Better still, it gave us a height advantage. If
anything moved we’d have to see it.

There was a time when I thought sit-and-
wait deer hunters were a lazy lot. Now I
know better. Like a lot of my peers I long
ago realised I'm not as young as I used to
be ... even if I sometimes forget. Through
experience I've learned that if I do my
homework and pick the right time and place
I can usually take the animals I need.

I've also learned that sitting and waiting
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is good for the soul. How can you not relax
when all the afternoon requires is that you
watch and listen and feel what’s going on
around you? There’s peace and solitude in
the evening shadows, even if they’re never
quiet.

We’d been waiting for 20 minutes or so
when Dixie sat up and turned around to
sniff the breeze coming in behind us. She
lifted her head and snorted a couple of
times, thought about what her nose was
telling her then lay down again. She sighed
resignedly and closed her eyes, obviously

having decided if we were going to wait she
may as well sleep.

The sun slipped behind the mountain, its
glow reflecting softly on the bottom of some
low-hanging clouds. The wind gusted and
swirled, still cold on the back of my neck
but growing weaker.

Dixie sat up again, sniffed and whined.
As I turned around the hackles on her
neck came up and she woofed softly, her
nose pointing towards the edge of the bush
where an electric fence separated the grass

from the trees. Then she growled, louder
this time and as I reached out to reassure
her a fallow buck came down the fence line
towards us.

At best he was a yearling, his head
adorned with a pair of grey velvet-covered
spikes. He was lean and gangly and, despite
his runty appearance, exactly what I was
after. “Shoot any fallow you see,” I'd been
told. “I've enough problems with too many
sambar to encourage the fallow to stick
around. If nothing else they make good dog
tucker.”

The fallow pranced
nearer and the dog
growled again, loud
enough to stop the deer
in its tracks, his head
up as he looked quizzi-
cally towards the noise.
I shouldered the Ruger,
slipped the safety and
fired as the cross-hairs
settled on the base of
his throat. At a bit less
than 60m he never
knew what hit him.

We scrambled out
from under the tree
and walked to where
he lay in the grass, the
dog at my heels clearly
concerned about what
we’d find. She was physically shivering
and I recalled someone remarkably like me
who was exactly the same the first time he
walked up to a freshly downed deer.

Only when the deer had stopped moving
did she creep in for a closer look and a
series of all-around sniff tests.
Satisfied with what she’d
found she lifted her head,
smiled and wagged her tail. I
had a meat animal and Dixie
her first deer.
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Now over 60,000 members have
SSAA Firearms Insurance. Don’t miss out.

Email - megan@ssaains.com.au
Visit - www.ssaaib.com.au

Your firearms and fixed accessories will be covered against loss, theft and Claims
damage at home, at the range, while hunting and overseas for up to 28 psritr:.'ﬁﬁy
days. Claims are settled for replacement value (up to 5 years), assessed
by an approved firearms dealer and settled promptly. Compare it to your
Home and Contents Policy, which may have an excess greater than $100 MEMBERS
and may only cover your firearms at home. Don’t risk another year without mg%‘m%i
cover - Trust SSAA to safeguard your firearms and fixed accessories.

Are you covered?

Here’s what SSAA Members Firearms Insurance covers:

FIREARMS AND COVERAGE. NOT COVERED.

ACCESSORIES. e Accidental loss and damage of ¢ Collision or overturning Theft where the equipment was not stored in an approved gun safe as required
All privately owned the equipment (including whilst of the vehicle. by State or Territory authority, other than when the equipment is in use or away
firearms registered to in use, excluding chipping and * Fire & extraneous perils. from the Insured’s premises. Where the Insured or any person or entity to whom
the member and fixed scratching of stock). * Flood the equipment has been entrusted to fails to comply with any law relating to either
accessories. e Malicious damage. ® Theft. storage, use or handling of the equipment.

SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd | CAR 315403 | ABN 86 077 822 970 is a Corporate Authorised Representative of PSC Connect Pty Ltd | ABN 23 141 574 914 / AFSL 344648

This information is general advice only and may not be suitable for your specific needs. Please review our FSG and the Firearms Insurance PDS, underwritten by
SMFi-MM03.19 certain underwriters at Lloyds, at http://www.ssaaib.com.au/forms.aspx and contact us directly should you require further information or advice.




