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Importantly, you can be confident that ssaagunsales.
com is a secure environment for online sales.
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item to purchase, ssaagunsales.com is an Australia-
wide marketplace. It means your buying and selling 
experience is effective and almost immediate. 

If you’re a firearms enthusiast, ssaagunsales.com is a 
great place to browse and see what’s available. Not 
only are there products that are almost new, but 
of course you will find stuff that is hard to find and 
historically interesting - it’s just good fun!

Listings cost just $10 for SSAA members, which is 
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on tablets and smartphones, which means you can 
browse, sell and buy wherever you are.

Try it now!
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H
ere we are at the end of another 
year frantically looking back 
wondering where the time 
went, attempting to catalogue 

what has happened throughout that period 
and at the same instance trying to plan and 
peer forward to the year ahead.

The tragedy of the Christchurch murders 
has weighed heavily on us all and we are 
still working closely with our New Zealand 
cousins in trying to bring some sense to 
the debate. We can see much of the same 
political, self-serving rhetoric and ineffec-
tive firearms legislation strategies we have 
experienced over the past 20-odd years 
here in Australia, only serving to unfairly 
restrict and alienate legitimate firearms 
owners who should be respected as being 
among the most upstanding community 
members in the country.

We have expanded our international 
relationships with an agreement between 
SSAA, COLFO (Council of Licenced Fire-
arms Owners, New Zealand) and SAGHCA 
(South African Game Hunters and Conser-
vation Association) to have a Memorandum 
of Understanding to work together in coop-
eration wherever possible. To build on our 
common interests and explore new oppor-
tunities we are looking forward to a face-to-
face meeting in the New Year that will be an 
exciting time for the three Associations.

More recently, the SSAA SHOT Expo in 
Melbourne was another outstanding suc-
cess. Thanks must go to host SSAA Victo-
ria staff and volunteers, SSAA National staff 
and volunteers, our major partners Win-
chester Australia, Swarovski Optik, Polaris 
and Outdoor Sporting Agencies and our 
Expo organiser Michael Allendorf and his 
team from Level Up Events. For those who 
missed the Expo this year, you will have a 
chance to share the excitement in Sydney 
in June 2020. 

It was pleasing to welcome a number of 
visiting politicians who took the time and 
showed a genuine interest to come and chat 
and find out first-hand what a great fun, 
family sport we enjoy. Of course, the unbe-

lievably energetic Senator Bridget McKen-
zie was there for the whole weekend inter-
acting and offering her unparalleled support 
as always. The various SSAA websites and 
Facebook pages have reports, interviews 
and updates for an array of interests.

Following straight on from the Melbourne 
Expo was the launch of the Parliamentary 
Friends of Shooting group of Federal Par-
liamentarians. An initiative driven again 
by Senator McKenzie, this event was held 
in Parliament House in Canberra and is 
co-chaired by Senator McKenzie and the 
Hon Rob Mitchell MP. Of course, the SSAA 
PR and lobbying teams attended and it 
was a great opportunity to catch up again 
with World Cup shotgun shooters Penny 
Smith and James Willett who were guests 
of honour, again presenting the shooting 
sports in the best possible light.

Just these few highlights do not really 
do justice to the breadth of issues cov-
ered over the past year and looking for-
ward there are several initiatives already 
being considered for implementation and 
improvement in the New Year, so watch this 
space.

SSAA’s lobbying efforts never cease 
and our integrity and strength of numbers 
ensure we gain the ear of authorities and 
legislators and are taken seriously when we 
do speak. To maintain our collective influ-
ence we need you to help us to help you so 
renew your membership promptly, encour-
age a mate to join and look to see if you can 
sponsor a junior. There is no better value 
for money membership on offer.

I trust everyone has a great Christmas or 
end of year break however you see it and 
enjoy a prosperous New Year in 2020. Enjoy 
your shooting.

Where did the year go?

mailto:accounts@ssaa.org.au
mailto:insurance@ssaains.com.au
mailto:ssaa@ssaa.org.au
mailto:as@ssaa.org.au
http://www.ssaa.org.au
mailto:mem@ssaa.org.au


Australian Shooter   7 

Letters  WRITE TO PO BOX 2520, UNLEY, SA 5061 OR EMAIL EDIT@SSAA.ORG.AU

Insurance Q&A with Trevor Jenkin

The advice offered in this column is of a general nature and does not allow for individual situations. SSAAIB recommends 
that you obtain professional advice before proceeding with any insurance investment. SSAAIB accepts no liability for any 
actions by an individual to change their insurance plans without seeking professional advice.

Send questions to: communications@ssaa.org.au

Q Is my firearm covered when being 
transported and what can I do to 
cover myself when it comes to 

transporting firearms in general?
Steve, Vic

A The SSAA Members’ Firearms 
Insurance does extend to cover your 
firearm while in transit but it must 

be accompanied by you, the insured. The 
insurance does not extend to cover the fire-
arm if it’s being transported from dealer to 

dealer. My advice would be to discuss what 
insurance options the dealer has in place to 
cover goods they have when shipping fire-
arms around Australia. 

I also recommend arranging insurance 
through Australia Post and you should con-
tact the firearms registry in your state for 
further information. Finally, contact us at 
SSAA General Insurance Brokers as we can 
take your details and forward them to vari-
ous underwriters for their terms and condi-
tions, including premium. It’s important to 

note that with transit insurance the policy 
must be in place and paid for before trans-
portation begins.

If you have further questions or would 
like a quote for any insurance needs, visit 
our website at ssaaib.com.au or call us on 
08 8332 0281.

Thank you, Mr Ballistics

I READ OF Ian Thompson’s retirement 
from his Basic Ballistics column with much 
sadness. I thoroughly enjoyed his column 
over the years and from his obviously sharp 
intellect and total knowledge of the subject 
I was surprised to learn he’s 86. 

His column was always well written and 
endlessly fascinating and with my rudimen-
tary grasp of ballistics, the ‘Basic’ prefix 
encouraged me to read on. I still recall 
several articles which helped me under-
stand the complexities that happen when I 
pull a trigger and the fact he has written on 
the subject for so long is testament to Ian’s 
unplumbable depths! Please pass my grati-
tude to Ian for a valuable contribution to a 
fantastic publication.

Andrew Bennett, via email

Solution to Lee loader issue

A FURTHER WORD of advice for Chris 
Parris on his Top Shots question (Shooter, 
September 2019) about his Lee handloader. 
There’s no need to replace this kit with an 
expensive press and dies if the quantities of 
ammo you load are not vast. I’ve used such 
a Lee unit for years and added two improve-
ments to this system.

Firstly I set up my de-primer punch in 
a drill press to speed up this operation. 
Secondly I don’t use the priming punch 

since, yes, you get the occasional cap 
discharge and it doesn’t give fine control. 
Instead I bought a Lee Auto Primer which 
is hand-held, lever operated and comes with 
a flat plastic magazine to hold the primers, 
again speeding up the operation.

The proper use of this gadget involves 
four rotations of each case in the shell 
holder while each time firmly operating 
the seating lever for a very even primer 
seating. This improves ammunition accu-
racy according to a former well-known 
reloading guru for Shooter, Ross Williams, 
who specialised in benchrest competition.

Save yourself a lot of dollars by getting a 
Lee hand primer tool and forget the press. 
You don’t need to full-length resize your 
own new-fired cases for use in the same 
rifle, the Lee Loader resizes only the necks 
thereby increasing case life as a bonus. 
Using fire-formed cases rather than continu-
ally resized ones is another key to improved 
accuracy of handloaded ammunition.

Dr Matt Draisma, via email

Feeling a bit left out

I’M INTERESTED IN buying a centrefire 
rifle as advertised in the pages of your 
excellent magazine from time to time. 
Problem is they’re all configured in right-
hand action. I bought a Tikka TX3 left-
hander in .223 and added a bipod, pistol grip 
and good scope and am now able to keep my 

right hand firmly attached to the grip and 
trigger, left hand cycling the action with my 
eye remaining fixed on the target ready for 
the next shot.

To me it makes sense to have this config-
uration as it follows my training on Bren for 
years in the Citizen Military Forces and is a 
most comfortable way to bring down game 
at distances. I’ve been in touch with all the 
local suppliers and manufacturers but to no 
avail. No left-handers in 6.5 Creedmoor etc 
with pistol grip as factory built. I’m peeved.

Can I suggest a campaign of agitation or 
friendly nudging as more than 10 per cent of 
the world is left-handed anyway. It wouldn’t 
hurt to ask.

Mike Smith, via email

Skills worth tapping into

IN THE LETTERS pages of your May 
edition, Mike Slattery suggested forming 
a search and rescue group for people who 
get lost in the bush. What a great idea. In 
Victoria this is most applicable as hunting 
can take place where bush walkers can and 
do get lost.

Fit and active hunters having bush skills 
and the ability to navigate without a marked 
path would be a useful resource to be 
tapped into in times of need.

Greg Kent, Qld

mailto:edit@ssaa.org.au
mailto:communications@ssaa.org.au
http://ssaaib.com.au
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A sport for all ages

I THOUGHT I’D share the above photo-
graph with you - it’s my great-grand-
daughter and her dad reading Australian 
Shooter. We get a lot of enjoyment from the 
magazine so thank you.

Royston Downs, via email

Just flagging this

IT’S A FEW years since I’ve attended a 
range but I assume red and green flags are 
still in use. I’m guessing I’m not the only 
one who’s seen the green flag  go up and 
thought “beauty, I’m good to shoot”. Obvi-
ously wrong, it means the range is safe to 
walk on but the very fact I have to think 
about this is a concern.

Red flag means danger: Stop. But does 
it mean stop shooting or stop walking? 
That depends on your perspective. Even 
the International Organisation for Stan-
dardisation (ISO) is considering reversing 
the colour of stop/start buttons so this is a 
bigger issue than it might first appear.

Perhaps two colours - black for range 
closed, yellow for range open - might be 
worth considering to avoid the stop/go 
confusion. Or would that just lead to more 
confusion?

Nigel Norton, via email

Birds tackling toad menace

TO ADD TO what Gavin Adams said about 
white-tailed rats killing cane toads (Shooter, 
April 2019), my son and I worked on a 
property near Bowen in north Queensland 
and one morning as we were riding out we 
spotted two crows flying out of a dry creek.

We investigated and found a large toad, 
still alive, on its back that had been picked 
between its front legs and down over its 
stomach area, so the crows would have to 

Sterling effort appreciated

WHEN MYSELF, MY brother-in-law and 
a mate turned up at the Belmont range 
looking for a bit of clay target action, the 
clay thrower wasn’t functioning properly. 
Our day could have been over there and 
then but the range officers on duty put in 
an iron dog performance to make sure they 
got it working for us and that we took away 
memories we’ll have for a long time. It was 
an awesome shoot and lesser individuals 
could have thrown up an ‘Out of Order’ sign 

and killed our day. They didn’t. Thank you - 
the SSAA is awesome.

Ken Bunker, Jason Runde, Scott West

Online map service ‘flawed’

TO FOLLOW UP on David Porter’s letter 
on the new Victorian Game Management 
Authority online hunting maps (Shooter, 
September 2019), I also find the maps very 
handy but there’s one aspect of them all 
deer hunters should be aware of. There are 
large areas of State forest shown as being 
under licence for grazing and these maps 
clearly show that hunters require permis-
sion from the grazing licence holder.

On repeated enquires to GMA I’m yet 
to receive an answer on how hunters can 
obtain contact details for grazing licence 
holders to actually seek permission to hunt. 
GMA appear to be silent on this and are 
effectively locking out hunters from huge 
areas of public land in eastern Victoria. 

Mick Beckers, via email

Jumbunna motivation

COULD YOU PLEASE let John Dunn know 
I’ve been very much enjoying his Jumbunna 
column in Australian Shooter. In particular, 
I found his July 2019 column ‘As someone 
once said: Enjoy every sandwich’ both 
heartfelt and motivating. I look forward to 
reading more from John.

Alex Wisbey, via email

take credit for this one. We’ve also seen 
more than a dozen medium-sized toads 
pinned by their backs on a barbed wire 
fence with their guts taken out, which 
suggest butcherbirds are playing their part 
in tackling these pests too.

Doug Hoffmann, Qld

mailto:edit@ssaa.org.au
http://wolfeyes.com.au
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NATURE EVOLVES.
SO DO WE.

The 686 Silver Pigeon I is Beretta's most popular over-and-under shotgun, based on the superb 680 platform that hunting 

and sporting clays enthusiasts have loved since its launch in the 1950s. With its unmistakable low, slim action and reliable 

mechanisms, the new version adopts the perfect ballistics of the Steelium Optima HP barrels. With beautiful engravings 

and the iconic Beretta logo on each side of the action, it’s the natural evolution of a masterpiece.

  

THE NEW SILVER PIGEON 1. THE LATEST GENERATION, NOW IN YOUR HANDS.

(FIELD & SPORTING MODELS) $2599.00 RRP

Proudly distributed by

http://berettaaustralia.com.au
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Open Season WITH MATTHEW GODSON

Send questions to: wildlife@ssaa.org.au

I
n October, the Victorian Government announced the start of 
a permanent kangaroo harvesting program, the aim being to 
better manage populations across the state and support the 
kangaroo pet food industry. It replaces a kangaroo pet food 

trial program which had been running for five years.
The program allows accredited shooters to harvest kangaroos 

where they can remove carcasses to be processed offsite for pet 
food by licensed businesses, and will make it easier for farmers in 
terms of mitigating productivity loss and asset damage caused by 
overabundant kangaroos as well as minimising the waste of culled 
animal carcasses. The permanent program will support jobs in 
regional communities now and into the future.

The kangaroo harvesting program will be administered by the 
Victorian Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions with strict 
safeguards in place to ensure all harvesting is carried out in a 
sustainable way - in a manner that animal welfare standards are 
met - and that local farmers’ livelihoods are protected.

To ensure sustainability of harvested kangaroo populations the 
program has introduced seven designated harvest zones covering 
areas of Victoria which currently have significant kangaroo num-
bers. Each zone has an allocated number of animals available for 
harvest and accredited shooters holding tags will be the only ones 
allowed to harvest them.

The maximum harvest levels for each zone will be set by the 
Victorian Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 
these levels being sustainable and updated annually depending on 
changes in kangaroo numbers determined by a statewide popula-
tion survey.

Those looking to participate must become registered harvest-
ers via authorisation by the Department of Jobs, Precincts and 
Regions. Applications will be assessed and potential harvest-
ers notified as to whether or not they’re successful or further 
information or competencies are required. The program assists 

landholder who wish to take part to make contact with registered 
harvesters.

The harvester will then be paid by the pet food processor upon 
delivery of carcasses to them, not the landholder, and non-compli-
ance with any of the program’s conditions will be investigated and 
anyone acting outside the conditions laid out on their authorisa-
tions may face suspension and significant penalties.

If landholders don’t wish to opt into the program but want 
overabundant kangaroos on their property reduced, they can still 
obtain approval to do so through the authority to control wildlife 
(ATCW) program. Applying for ATCW will enable landholders to 
control kangaroos themselves or use others on their behalf, such 
as members of the SSAA Famer Assist program.

Victoria opens up kangaroo harvesting

The new kangaroo 
management zones.

DL: 400027000
PO Box 846, Raymond Terrace, NSW 2324 Ph 02 4981 7920 Fax 02 4981 8627

Website: www.lynxoptics.com.au  Email: info@lynxoptics.com.au

CHOATE STOCKS
RED HOT DEALS - WHEN YOU ARE LOOKING FOR CLASS

Rem 700 L/A
.270 to 
.30-06 

10 rounds
From $395

Rem 700 L/A
.300 Win Mag

8 rounds
From $350

Howa/Weatherby 
Vanguard SA only 

.308 5 rounds $195
Will not fi t Howa 

with 2-stage trigger 
or Howa Mini action

Wyatt triggerguard
Rem 700 L/A
.338 Lapua 
8 rounds

$425

SPECIAL

SHOP ONLINE 24/7 www.lynxoptics.com.au  www.sunopticsaustralia.com
Ideal companion for tactical 

Rem 700 L/A stocks
steel not plastic

  Rem 700 SA/LA R-H
Sav SA/LA old/new models R-H

stock bolt spacing 4.275", 4.411" S/A 5.062" L/A
Howa SA only will not fi t Mini action

$680

Ideal 
companion 
for Howa 

S/A

Prices subject to change without notice.

RR 700 SA/LA R H

Sav SA/LA R-H old/new models
stock bolt spacing 4.275" or 4.411" S/A 5.062" L/A
                   Rem 700 SA/LA R-H
                    Win 70 SA/LA R-H
                             $395

    Rem 700 SA/LA R-H
    Win 70 SA/LA R-H

Sav SA/LA old/new model R-H stock bolt spacing
4.275", 4.411" S/A 5.062" L/A

$395

Rem 700 SA/LA R-H
Sav SA/LA old/new models R-H

stock bolt spacing 4.275" or 4.411" S/A 5.062" L/A
Howa SA only will not fi t Mini action

$470

Varmint

Target/sniper

Std Tactical

Adj Tactical

mailto:wildlife@ssaa.org.au
http://www.lynxoptics.com.au
mailto:info%40lynxoptics.com.au?subject=
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Reloading WITH BARRY WILMOT

F
ounded by Arthur W. Savage in 
1894, Savage Arms Company joins 
the likes of Winchester and Marlin 
as one of the few firearms manu-

facturers who’ve been around for more 
than 100 years. Originally based in Utica, 
New York, Savage made a range of pistols, 
rimfire and centrefire rifles, shotguns and 
ammunition and during this period bought 
out or amalgamated with several other 
firearms manufacturers.

In collaboration with the Colt Manu-
facturing Company, Savage produced its 
Model 1892 rifle to compete for the US 
Army contract with a replacement for the 
Springfield Model 1873 Trapdoor rifle. 
Sadly they didn’t win the contract so that 
model never went into production. Soon 
after though, it further developed the 1892 
into the Model 1895 and, in .30-40 Krag, 
won the 1896 competition for the New 
York National Guard contract, beating Win-
chester’s Model 1895 submission. Unfor-
tunately after some political wrangling the 
contract was cancelled and the National 
Guard were equipped with the then-obso-
lete single-shot Springfield Trapdoor.

The company’s next offering was the 
Savage Model 1899 which, due to its 
popularity, soon became known simply as 
the Model 99. A firearm ahead of its time, 
unlike the Winchester and Marlin lever-
actioned rifles which used external ham-

mers and had tube magazines, the Savage 
was designed with a hammerless action 
and  built-in rotary magazine.

This rotating magazine design enabled 
spitzer-type projectiles to be used in the 
Model 99, unlike its competitors which 
could only use flat-pointed cartridges for 
safety reasons in their tube magazines. 
The rotary magazine held five cartridges 
with another in the breech, the fired 
cartridge case ejected out the side at an 
angle, something which was to prove very 
handy years later when telescopic sights 
became popular. It’s also a credit to its 
original design that in 1998, when produc-
tion of the Model 99 ceased, more than a 
million had been sold.

The Model 99’s action was exceptionally 
strong and the first cartridge offered was 
the .303 Savage which had similar ballis-
tics to the popular Winchester .30-30. Next 
came the .22 High Power, a small calibre 
cartridge designed by Charles Newton 
which pushed a 70gr projectile at about 
2800fps, outstanding for the time and to 
its credit still popular in Europe where it’s 
called the 5.6x52R.

Soon after the Savage .250-3000 was 
produced, the first commercially manufac-
tured cartridge with a velocity of 3000fps 
was achieved by using an 87gr projectile. 
Next cartridge along was the .300 Savage, 
probably the most popular short action 

.30 calibre deer cartridge of all time, and 
the basis many years later for the now 
extremely popular 7.62mm NATO/.308 
Winchester cartridge.

Savage still manufactures a large range 
of firearms including many rimfire car-
tridge models for not only .22 rimfire 
ammunition but for the .22 WMR and .17 
HMR cartridges. Models are available in 
both bolt-action and self-loading and come 
in a multitude of stock configurations, with 
barrel type and length choices available. 
They’re also one of the few manufacturers 
left who market combination guns, their 
Model 42 Takedown having both a rifle and 
shotgun barrel makes them ideal for field 
hunting.

Savage also produces a centrefire bolt-
action repeating rifle - the Model 110 
- designed by Nicholas L. Brewer, which 
has been in continuous production since 
1958. Now with the closing in 2007 of 
Winchester’s New Haven facility, it has 
overtaken their Model 70 as the oldest 
continuously manufactured bolt-action rifle 
in America.

Savage Arms so rich in history

http://www.eagleyehg.com.au


Australian Shooter   13 

http://zerotech.com.au
http://zerotech.com.au


14   Australian Shooter

Bushcraft & Survival WITH PETER BINDON

I
n my view it never hurts to be 
reminded of the actions needed in an 
emergency. I caught up recently with 
Allan Burnett who was presenting his 

very authoritative review of reptile aware-
ness at a local field day. While his array 
of healthy and good-looking reptiles (as 
much as they can be) was as impressive as 
they’ve always been, his good-humoured 
and informative demonstrations reinforced 
the actions that must be taken if snakes are 
encountered in the scrub.

Of course the main thing to do is avoid 
an encounter if you can as prevention is 
always better than cure, but it’s important 
to understand the ‘wrap and immobilise’ 
method of preventing envenomation from 
becoming a major emergency.

What’s most important is having an elas-
tic crepe bandage immediately available so 
it can be applied directly to the bite area and 
bound up the limb to immobilise it as soon 
as possible. It’s encouraging to know that 
since this method of initial treatment has 
been introduced there hasn’t been a fatality 
in any instance where this first aid method 
has been used. Naturally, attendance at a 
hospital or medical centre is part of the on-
going management of envenomation by any 
of our bush nasties, but correct first aid is 
the start of the process.

I’ll never forget a visit by a coastal taipan 
to my mate and I crouching under a very 

small shrub while surveying game beside 
the Burdekin River not far from Charters 
Towers in Queensland. It wasn’t much 
more than a metre long and was determined 
not to deviate from its chosen track, which 
was right between two statue-like hunters 
who never moved a muscle as it flicked its 
forked tongue in and out a few times before 
continuing straight between us.

We took this as evidence it was turned off 
eating by the stench of two hulking giants 
who smelled of campfire smoke after a few 
days living under canvas in the bush. Or 
perhaps it was like Allan said - it wasn’t 
going to waste a good bite on something it 
couldn’t eat! We both had snake-bite ban-
dages with us but were pleased not to have 
to use them. The season of adequate hydra-
tion and awareness of the potential for rep-
tile encounters is now upon us so keep your 
water intake up and your eyes peeled.

I received another timely reminder from 

reader Alain Remont who wrote in a letter 
to the editor (Shooter, October 2019) that 
hand-held two-way radios form a useful 
communication addition to a hunter’s safety 
equipment. I must confess to leaving out 
this most useful item from the list of sug-
gested kit I made earlier in the year.

It’s surprising how relatively inexpensive 
small hand-held units have become and now 
they can be charged in a number of ways, 
not just from 240 volt power, and their 
usefulness certainly outweighs the incon-
venience of carrying one more item on your 
belt or on the outside of your day pack.

While the models we use are not 
equipped with them, it’s possible to find 
models of a common brand with earphones, 
meaning that during a tense moment in the 
stalk, game is not alerted to your presence 
by a blaring voice from the other side of the 
creek being broadcast from your unit. But 
to advise others in the party of a difficult 
or dangerous situation, there’s nothing like 
good radio contact. Thanks for the reminder 
Alain.

Look and listen - it could save your life

Close encounter: A coastal taipan.

http://www.nightvision.com.au
mailto:sales%40nightvision.com.au?subject=
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Clay Target Q&A WITH RUSSELL MARK

Send questions to:  
russell@goshooting.com.au

    www.knifeshopaustralia.com.au

Are you a retailer looking to expand your range of sporting knives and sharpening accessories?

Retailers wanted for quality knives and sharpening accessories..

sales@knifeshopaustralia.com.au

DISTRIBUTED IN AUSTRALIA BY:

Q 
I’m curious as to why all 
over-and-under shotguns fire 
the bottom barrel first. To my 
way of thinking the top barrel 

is closer to your eye so using this first 
would make the firearm more accurate. 
Can you explain why this is the case?
Sam Grech, NSW

A 
The answer lies within the laws 
of physics more so than accuracy. 
You’ll find over-and-under bar-
rels are designed to shoot pretty 

much in the same place or same point of 
aim at around 25m so it really is irrelevant 
which barrel you use first in relation to 
accuracy.

The higher the barrel lies above a fire-
arm’s central balance point the greater the 
chance the barrel will have of flipping up 
when the shot is fired. The bottom barrel 
is more in line with the central balance 
point of your firearm which you’ll find is 
generally located around the hinge pin that 
connects the barrels to the gun’s mecha-
nism. By firing the bottom barrel first the 
recoil will be ‘perceived’ to be softer as 
it’s being projected in a straight line back 
through the mechanism of the shotgun.

If you exaggerated having the top barrel 
of your shotgun another 30cms above 
the bottom barrel then muzzle flip in this 
instance would be far greater as the cen-
tral balance point of the gun would be way 
below the point where the shot leaves the 

barrel, causing the barrel to move upwards 
more.

You’ll notice I use the word perceived 
instead of actual when explaining this 
as the amount of mathematical recoil is 
exactly the same through both barrels, 
it will just feel softer on your shoulder 
and face when being forced back parallel 
through the centre of the shotgun.

There are of course circumstances 
where it can be advantageous to fire the 
top barrel first if your barrels are con-
stricted with a tighter choke in the top 
tube as opposed to the bottom. If shoot-
ing at targets or game that’s being driven 
towards you (so the first shot is further 
away) I’d advise using the top barrel first 
if you have the luxury of a barrel selector 
that gives you this option.

If your shotgun has adjustable chokes 
and this is the type of target you’ll be con-
sistently shooting at, I suggest changing 
your chokes around and once again shoot-
ing the bottom barrel first for the simple 
reason of perceived recoil and barrel con-
trol. The less muzzle flip you have on the 
first shot will only help your accuracy, not 
to mention comfort, for the second.

Q 
I’m reasonably new to Sport-
ing Clays but one thing I’ve 
noticed is how often some of 
the better shooters complain 

to and even bully referees when they miss. 
On many occasions I see them given the 

chance to re-shoot targets that should be 
scored as ‘lost’. Is this a culture in the 
sport and what should I do?
(Name and address supplied)

A 
I wouldn’t say bullying and 
cheating is a ‘culture’ in any of 
the shooting sports and without 
being there and knowing all the 

facts I wouldn’t like to comment specifi-
cally. Independent referees is a possible 
solution but this needs manpower and 
money to sustain and in a sport where the 
culture really is about honesty, like golf, 
this shouldn’t be needed. I wouldn’t be 
truthful if I said your case was isolated, 
sadly it isn’t. At a recent World Sporting 
competition a participant was disqualified 
for tampering with a scoresheet. I suggest 
you make the officials aware of the situ-
ation so if there’s a consistent pattern of 
complaints appearing against a group of 
shooters, action can be taken.

mailto:russell@goshooting.com.au
http://www.knifeshopaustralia.com.au
mailto:sales%40knifeshopaustralia.com.au?subject=


DEALERS LICENCE NO: 409564311

PH: 02 9882 2689 $15 flat rate post 
for all orders anywhere 

in Australia.

*Excluding firearms and 
dangerous goods

ADDRESS: 19 BABBAGE RD  •  ROSEVILLE CHASE • NSW 2069 • PHONE: 02 9882 2689

* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

DEALERS LICENSE  NO. 409564311

www.magnumsports.com.au

OPENING HOURS: 

MON - FRI: 9AM - 5PM 

SAT: 8AM - 3PM

Free Delivery* 

 

 

 

 

BACK PACKS 

2200  $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo  $240

Hyper Hydro  $179

Hyper Vent  $310

Monster Fanny  $215        

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor  $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel  $430

Ultra Day  $240

 
RCBS  
Chargemaster 1500 Scales  $335

Chargemaster Dispenser  $360

Chargemaster Combo $625

FL Die Sets (most cals)  $58

Pro-melt Furnace $640

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers  $120

Uniflow Powder Measure  $160

Hand Priming Tool     $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale    $95

RC Supreme Master Kit  $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL 

Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest  $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest  $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL

DS750 Digital Scale   $135

Electronic Calipers  $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE

Standard Bi-Pod   $125

Pivot Bi-Pod   $175

Front Leather Bag   $65

Rear Leather Bag   $69 

 

 

 

RANGEFINDERS 

RX-600  $285

RX-750TBR  $405

RX-1000  $485

RX-1000TBR  $550

SCOPES 

VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40  $325

VX-I 3-9x50  $420

VX-I 4-12x40  $420

VX-II 1-4x20  $420

VX-II 2-7x33  $420

VX-II 3-9x40  $460

VX-II 3-9x50  $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  $620

VX-II 4-12x50  $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO  $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT  $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20  $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32  $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36  $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40  $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO  $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR  $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50  $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO  $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR  $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  $1335

Call us for the best prices 

on other products

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600  --------------------------- $275

RX- 750TBR ---------------------- $370

RX- I000 --------------------------- $445

RX- I000TBR  --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33 ----------------------- $275

VX-I 3-9x40  ---------------------- $295

VX-I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380

VX-I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x40  --------------------- $380

VX-II 3-9x50  --------------------- $475

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  --------------- $560

VX-II 4-12x50  -------------------- $595

VX-II 6-18x40 AO ---------------- $635

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT --------- $690

VX-3 1.5-5x20 -------------------  $525

VX-3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525

VX-3 2.5-8x36 -------------------- $525

VX-3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615

VX-3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO ------------- $750

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR --------------- $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50  ------------------ $835

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  -------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO ------------- $860

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR ------------  $910

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR --------------- $915

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT ------  $1055

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375

Chargemaster Dispenser $415

Chargemaster Combo $670

FL Die Sets (most cals) $70

Pro-melt Furnace $710

Vibratory Case Cleaner $155

Electronic Digital Calipers $120

Uniflow Powder Measure $160

Hand Priming Tool $90

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit $195

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale $110

RC Supreme Master Kit $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345

2800 $415

4500 $720

Diablo $240

Hyper Hydro $179

Hyper Vent $310

Monster Fanny $215

Nanno Fanny $120

Reactor $159

Superday $299

Terra Glide Duffel $430

Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220

Rock Jnr Rest $125

Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest $455

Electronic Muffs $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135

Electronic Calipers $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125

Pivot Bipod $175

Front Leather Bag $65

Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

19 Babbage Rd
Roseville Chase NSW 2069

MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
SAT: 8am - 3pm
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

www.magnumsports.com.au
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Electronic Digital Calipers  $120

Hand Priming Tool     $80

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $185

Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255

RC-130 Reloading Scale    $95

RC Supreme Master Kit  $599

Quick Change Powder Measure $160

CALDWELL  
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Rock Comp Rest $380

Lead Sled Plus $320

Fire Control Rest  $455

Electronic Mu�s $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale   $135

Electronic Calipers  $79

Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bi-Pod   $125

Pivot Bi-Pod   $175

Front Leather Bag   $65

Rear Leather Bag   $69 

 

 

 

RANGEFINDERS  

RX-600  $285

RX-750TBR  $405

RX-1000  $485

RX-1000TBR  $550

SCOPES  

VX-I 2-7x33 $295

VX-I 3-9x40  $325

VX-I 3-9x50  $420

VX-I 4-12x40  $420

VX-II 1-4x20  $420

VX-II 2-7x33  $420

VX-II 3-9x40  $460

VX-II 3-9x50  $555

VX-II 4-12x40 AO  $620

VX-II 4-12x50  $665

VX-II 6-18x40 AO  $690

VX-II 6-18x40 AO TGT  $760

VX-3 1.5-5x20  $595

VX-3 1.75-6x32  $595

VX-3 2.5-8x36  $595

VX-3 3.5-10x40  $690

VX-3 3.5-10x50  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40  $800

VX-3 4.5-14x40 AO  $870

VX-3 4.5-14x40 LR  $940

VX-3 4.5-14x50  $910

VX-3 4.5-14x50 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x40 AO  $965

VX-3 6.5-20x40 EFR  $1035

VX-3 6.5-20x40 LR  $1050

VX-3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  $1225

VX-3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  $1335

Call us for the best prices 
on other products

*

Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and intenet 
orders over $200. 

Rangefinders
RX- 600  --------------------------- $275
RX - 750TBR  ---------------------- $370
RX - I000 --------------------------- $445
RX - I000TBR  --------------------- $500

Scopes
VX-I 2-7x33  ----------------------- $275
VX -I 3-9x40  ---------------------- $295
VX -I 3-9x50 ----------------------- $380
VX -I 4-12x40 --------------------- $380

VX -II 3-9x40  --------------------- $380
VX -II 3-9x50  --------------------- $475
VX -II 4-12x40 AO  --------------- $560
VX -II 4-12x50  -------------------- $595
VX -II 6-18x40 AO  ---------------- $635
VX -II 6-18x40 AO TGT  --------- $690
VX -3 1.5-5x20  -------------------  $525
VX -3 1.75-6x32 ------------------ $525
VX -3 2.5-8x36  -------------------- $525
VX -3 3.5-10x40 ------------------ $615
VX -3 3.5-10x50 ------------------ $700
VX -3 4.5-14x40 ------------------ $700
VX -3 4.5-14x40 AO  ------------- $750
VX -3 4.5-14x40 LR  --------------- $835
VX -3 4.5-14x50  ------------------ $835

VX -3 4.5-14x50 LR  -------------- $915
VX -3 6.5-20x40 AO  ------------- $860
VX -3 6.5-20x40 EFR  ------------  $910
VX -3 6.5-20x40 LR  --------------- $915
VX -3 6.5-20x50 LR TGT  ------  $1055
VX -3 8.5-25x50 LR TGT  -------$1135

RCBS
Chargemaster 1500 Scales $375
Chargemaster Dispenser $415
Chargemaster Combo $670
FL Die Sets (most cals) $70
Pro-melt Furnace $710
Vibratory Case Cleaner $155
Electronic Digital Calipers $120
Uniflow Powder Measure $160
Hand Priming Tool $90
Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit  $195
Trim Mate Case Prep Centre  $255
RC -130 Reloading Scale $110
RC Supreme Master Kit  $599
Quick Change Powder Measure $160

BACKPACKS
2200 $345
2800 $415
4500 $720
Diablo $240
Hyper Hydro  $179
Hyper Vent $310
Monster Fanny $215
Nanno Fanny $120
Reactor $159
Superday $299
Terra Glide Du�el $430
Ultra Day $240

CALDWELL
Rock Rest $220
Rock Jnr Rest $125
Rock Comp Rest $380
Lead Sled Plus $320
Fire Control R est $455
Electronic Mu�s $99

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
DS750 Digital Scale $135
Electronic Calipers $79
Impact Bullet Puller $45

SHOOTERS RIDGE
Standard Bipod $125
Pivot Bipod $175
Front Leather Bag $65
Rear Leather Bag $69

Free Delivery
Anywhere in Australia 
for phone and internet 
orders over $200

*Excluding firearms and dangerous goods.

2 MONTH LAY-BY WITH A 20% DEPOSIT

Anschutz 1416D Classic .22LR
Limited stock at $1249 - Normally $1835

Savage 110 Trophy Hunter Package
Walnut Stock - .30-06 ONLY 
Weaver 3-9x40 Scope and Mounts.  
Limited Stock
Reduced From $1370 ..........Now just $849

SAVAGE A22R CLEARANCE 
NOW WITH $200 CASH-BACK!
Very Limited Stock

Savage A22R Pro Varmint 22LR 
Just $899  ($699 with $200 Cash-Back)

Savage A22R FSS 
Stainless Synthetic 22LR 
Just $799  ($599 with $200 Cash-Back)

Savage 11 Trophy Hunter Package
22-250 with Weaver 3-9x40 Scope 
and Mounts.
Was $1200 ........................... 5 only at $649

SAVAGE SALE

Savage 111 Trophy Hunter Package
Synthetic Blued 270 Win. Limited Stock.
Was $1200 ..........................  Now just $749

Savage 16 Trophy Hunter Stainless 
Package .308win  
with Weaver 3-9x40 Scope
Was $1455 ........................... 5 only at $865

VX-6HD Scopes
VX-6HD 1-6x24 ................................ $2265
VX-6HD 2-12x42 .............................. $2430
VX-6HD 3-18x44 .............................. $2590
VX-6HD 3-18x50 .............................. $2750
VX-6HD 4-24x52 34mm ................... $3235

Leupold VX-Freedom

VX-Freedom 1.5-4x20 Duplex  ........... $365
VX-Freedom 1.5-4x20 Pig Plex  ......... $365
VX-Freedom 1.5-4x20 AR-Bal Mil  ..... $445
VX-Freedom 2-7x33 Duplex  .............. $365
VX-Freedom 2-7x33 Rimfire  .............. $345
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 Duplex  .............. $365
VX-Freedom 3-9x50 Duplex  .............. $445
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 Muzzle Loader  .. $530
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 CDS Duplex  ..... $530
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 AR mil TMR  ...... $445
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 Rimfire  .............. $365
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 450 Bushmaster  .. $495
VX-Freedom 3-9x33 EFR  .................. $530
VX-Freedom 4-12x40 TRI MOA ......... $620

VX-R Scopes
VX-R 1.25-4x20 .................................. $850
VX-R 2-7x33 ....................................... $850
VX-R 3-9x40 ....................................... $850
VX-R 3-9x50 ..................................... $1015
VX-R 4-12x40 ................................... $1099
VX-R 4-12x50 ................................... $1185

VX-5HD Scopes
VX-5HD 1-5X24 ................................ $1215 
VX-5HD 1-5X24 Illuminated.............. $1375 
VX-5HD 2-10x42...............................$1215
VX-5HD 2-10x42 CDS ZL2 ............... $1290
VX-5HD 3-15x44 CDS ZL2 SF ......... $1540
VX-5HD 3-15x44 CDS ZL2 SF Illum . $1620
VX-5HD 3-15x56 CDS ZL2 SF Illum . $1945

GRS Sporter Stock ............................. $990 
GRS Sporter Stock Blank ................... $990 
GRS Hunter Stock .............................. $990 
GRS Hunter Stock Blank .................... $990 
GRS Hybrid Stock ............................ $1145 
GRS Hybrid Stock Blank .................. $1145 
GRS Kelbley X-Eater Stock .............. $1145 
GRS Kelbley X-Eater Blank .............. $1145

GRS Berserk ........... Was $735, Just $499
Available for Tikka, Rem 700 SA and LA, 
Savage 12 and Howa Short Action. 

GRS Bifrost Stock Was $855, Just $599
Available for Tikka, Howa/Vanguard, Rem 
700 SA and LA

RCBS Chargemaster Lite
Limited Stock at ..................$499

Leupold LRP (Long Range Precision)
All 30mm tube with Side Focus
First Focal Plane Models Available (FFP)
VX-3i LRP 4.5-14x50 Second Focal Plane .$1460
VX-3i LRP 4.5-14x50 First Focal Plane ......$1620
VX-3i LRP 6.5-20x50 Second Focal Plane .$1460
VX-3i LRP 6.5-20x50 First Focal Plane ......$1620
VX-3i LRP 8.5-25x50 Second Focal Plane .$1620
VX-3i LRP 8.5-25x50 TMR Ret FFP ...........$1620

VX-3i 4.5-14x50 ........................ only $1015

VX-3i 3.5-10x50 .................................. $930 
VX-3i 4.5-14x40 .................................. $930 
VX-3i 4.5-14x40 30mm Side Focus.. $1015 
VX-3i 4.5-14x50 30mm Side Focus.. $1215 
VX-3i 6.5-20x40 EFR TGT ................ $1215 
VX-3i 6.5-20x50 30mm Side Focus.. $1460

VX-3i 3.5-10x40 .......................... only $680

VX-3i

VX-3i 1.5-5x20 ............................ only $680

VX-3i 2.5-8x36 ............................ only $680

Leupold Rangefinders 
Leupold RX-2800 TBR/W 
Was $1015 ...........................5 Only at $880 
Leupold RX-1600 TBR/W ................... $815 
Leupold RX-1600 TBR/W Camo ....... .$850 
Leupold RX-1600 TBR/W Blaze Orange .. $850 
Leupold RX-1300 TBR/W ................... $530 
Leupold RX-1300 TBR/W Camo ........ $440 
Leupold RX-650 ................................. $365

Bushnell Spotting Scopes
Trophy Xtreme 20-60x65 Kit ............... $425
Sentry 18-36x50 Kit ............................ $230

Bushnell Nitro Range
Bushnell Nitro 6-24x50 SFP Grey ........$745
Bushnell Nitro 6-24x50 FFP .................$950
Bushnell Nitro 5-20x44 SFP Grey  .......$680
Bushnell Nitro 5-20x44 FFP .................$880
Bushnell Nitro 4-16x40 SFP Grey ........$610
Bushnell Nitro 4-16x40 FFP  ................$815
Bushnell Nitro 3-12x44 SFP Grey ........$565
Bushnell Nitro 3-12x44 FFP .................$745
Bushnell Nitro 2.5-10x44 SFP Grey .....$495
Bushnell Nitro 2.5-10x44 FFP ..............$680

Bushnell 3500 
3-9x40 Multi-X Japanese Made. 
Lifetime Warranty.
Was $380 .............................Now just $265

Primos Proof 02 16MP Trail Cam
Low glow LEDs, 1 Year Battery Life
Was $349 .............................Now just $219

Bushnell Trophy 
4x20 Rangefinder
Up to 850m ranging
Was $355 ................. Limited stock at $235

Lapua Projectile Specials
Lapua .308 150gr Lock Base Projectiles  
Just $49 a box of 100
50 x Lapua 750gr 50BMG  
Bullex-N Projectiles - HALF PRICE!
Just $265 down from $530

GRS Warg Stock
Was $1090, Just $799
Available for Tikka, Tikka CTR,  
Rem 700 SA and LA & Howa Short Action

MASSIVE GRS CLEARANCE
Very Limited Stock

Bushnell Fusion 1 Mile Arc 
10x42 Rangefinding Binoculars 
Half Price - Limited Stock
Was $1790 ...........................Now just $895

Bushnell Specials

http://www.magnumsports.com.au
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TOP SHOTS
Got a question - ask our ?• John Dunn • Paul Miller • Greg Riemer • Geoff Smith • Barry Wilmot             • Rod Pascoe                                   email: edit@ssaa.org.au

Q 
Could you assist with identi-
fication of a shotgun handed 
down to me by my grand-
father. It’s a C.G. Bonehill, 

Birmingham, Belmont - interchangeable 
with very few marks and in extremely good 
condition.
Mick Robinson, via email

A 
Christopher George Bonehill 
was born in Birmingham in 1831 
and became indentured to a Mr 
Aston as a gunmaker. By 1851, at 

just 20 years of age, he had established his 
own business, moving several times before 
settling on a factory at Belmont Row. War 
was kind to him as he was successfully con-
tracted to make thousands of military rifles.

By the late 1870s the UK government 
established its own weapons factory at 
Enfield, cutting private suppliers out, so in 
1877 Bonehill moved into making double-
barrelled shotguns and was one of the first 
in Birmingham to use machinery in place 
of hand bench work. In 1878 he patented 
the ‘interchangeable’ presumably as parts 
could be interchanged, continued making 
improvements and by 1887 the ‘Belmont 
Interchangeable’ was released. This is the 
same model as yours.

In a curious twist of fate US President 
William McKinley, a staunch Republican, 
introduced the Tariff Protection Act of 1890, 
forcing a 35 per cent loading plus $6 each 
on guns imported into the US to protect 
American manufacturers (McKinley was 
assassinated in 1901). 

The tariff effectively wrecked Bonehill’s 
US market so they changed direction and 
began making rifles, importantly the ‘Bri-
tannia’ air rifle series. Christopher died on 
January 14, 1920 at the age of 89 having 
only retired from his business the previous 
July. He was described at the time as “the 
father of Birmingham’s gunmakers”. The 
firm closed in 1962.

Your gun is valuable, in fact any C.G. 
Bonehill products are highly collectable, 
though most old hammer shotguns are 
virtually worthless unless in good fireable 
condition. It’s difficult to date Bonehill guns 

as all production records were apparently 
lost, but from the supplied photos it seems 
your gun wasn’t nitro proofed so would 
likely have been made between 1890-1900 
or thereabouts - I wouldn’t attempt to fire 
it! Yours would probably sell for between 
$250 and $600 depending on conditioin. 
With thanks to Birmingham Gunmakers by 
Douglas Tate, Safari Press, California 1997.
Geoff Smith

Q 
I recently bought a Ruger 
revolver in .45 Colt (aka 45 
Long Colt). I currently reload 
all my handgun and rifle loads 

including .45ACP for my 1911, so have a 
wealth of experience with reloading differ-
ent calibres.

My question is: Can I use the .45ACP 

Q 
I have a Beretta S55 12-gauge 
shotgun with no screw-in 
chokes and barrels marked 
‘F over M’. Can I safely use 

slugs/solids in the bottom barrel marked M 
for modified? 
Peter Lytwynenko, via email

A 
Your question is very timely as 
I’ve just received some Federal 
Power-Shok solid slug 12-gauge 
loads from importers Nioa in 

Queensland as part of a future ‘shotgun 
shells for hunting’ review for Australian 
Hunter. Ken Stevens, national marketing 
manager at Nioa, tells me these slugs can 

be fired through any choke but are usually 
more accurate when fired from open chokes 
like cylinder or skeet.

My limited use of these shotgun shells in 
the past with solid slugs has been through 
skeet and quarter chokes. They’re dynamic 
on pigs at close range and I believe their 
use on deer is equally effective subject to 
accurate placement which means very close 
range shooting.

These Federal loads I’m testing are 
loaded with a rifled slug that weighs 28 
grams or 1 ounce and are supposed to start 
out at 1610 feet per second. They sound 
awesome and it will be interesting to see 
if there’s any difference in recoil firing a 
1-ounce solid slug compared to a 1-ounce 
load of 7.5 or 8 shot.

I think you’ll be fine with the bottom 
barrel in your Beretta S55 but I remember 
those Berettas being fairly lightweight 
therefore they don’t soak up recoil like a 
heavier shotgun but they are very portable 
and quick to handle. Why not buy a packet 
or two of these five-per-box slugs and 
shoot at a paper or cardboard target, draw a 
black circle the size of a clay target from 25 
and 50 yards and see how they go in your 
modified choke. You could also try your full 
choke but I’d stick with the modified.

Check out YouTube for info on safety 
with solid slugs and what performance you 
can expect. As these slugs are rifled they 
should be reasonably accurate with air 
resistance causing them to spin as opposed 
to rifling imparting spin to a smooth bullet 
in a conventional rifle barrel. I’m looking 
forward to giving them a go and report-
ing back to readers who are keen on close 
range pig or deer shooting.
Paul Miller

mailto:edit@ssaa.org.au
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(.454") projectiles with the 45 Colt - with 
new 45 Colt brass of course. Doing a little 
research online there seems to be a lot of 
confusing information. I’m hoping to shed 
some light on this conundrum from folks 
who load .45 Colt for revolver and what 
projectiles and recipes they use.
Paul Featherstonhaugh, Qld

A 
I understand your frustration in 
trying to obtain the right infor-
mation. Having opinions thrown 
at you from all sides, especially 

online forums, I find generally unhelpful. 
I’m not currently loading either .45ACP or 
.45 Colt however my advice to you would 
be the same even if I was. What I suggest 
is you have a unique set of figures for your 
guns and ammunition.

As a start, slug your barrel(s) and that 
will determine the groove diameter for 
them. Let’s say the groove diameter of 
your Ruger measures .452". Lead bullets 
of .455" should swage well into your barrel 
but remember to work up your loads and 
observe pressure signs as you do.

Once you find a round that works well 
for you, make up a dummy cartridge - no 
powder or primer - and keep that as a 
sample along with your barrel slug for 
future reference. For your information, 
SAAMI specifications for .45 Colt shows 
a groove diameter of .450" and a range of 
bullet diameters from .450" to .456".

You haven’t mentioned the bullet type 
you’re using in the ACP though I’m assum-
ing they’re lead as recommended for the 
.45 Colt. The ADI online loading data has 
many useful loads using Trail Boss and 
lead round-nose flat-point (LRNFP) bullets 
between 160 and 250gr. 

Had your question been the other way 
round - using .45 Colt bullets in the 1911 - 
that would require a different set of figures 
and considerations as the .45ACP cartridge 
headspaces on the case mouth and not the 
rim.

In this case, in addition to slugging the 
barrel, if you have access to chamber cast-
ing material, a cast of the 1911 chamber 
allows you to see the space and shape of 

the area in front of the case mouth that may 
dictate bullet shape, diameter and seating 
depth required of your bullets. Again, this 
cast will be a permanent record of your 
guns’ chambers.
Rod Pascoe

Q 
I bought a Lithgow LA101 
.22WMR and would like to 
know how many rounds, on 
average, can be fired with 

this barrel? I pull the barrel through and 
wipe the bolt face every 50 rounds. So far 
I’ve fired 9000 rounds with this barrel and 
the rifling looks good with no visible pits. I 
fire 250 rounds at a session and thoroughly 
clean and lubricate after every use and have 
had no problems or misfires. Any informa-
tion appreciated.
Dave Johnson, via email

A 
Dave, I’m glad it’s you paying 
for the ammunition and not me! 
According to Lithgow Arms, a 
number of LA101 rifles in .22LR 

and .22WMRF were tested with a variety of 
ammunition brands to 10,000 rounds with 
zero degradation in terms of accuracy or 
measurable wear. At that point the testing 
was stopped.

I doubt very much there’s any chance 
of wearing the action out. Your cleaning 
regime suggests you’re taking good care of 
the barrel and provided that’s maintained I 
don’t think anyone can make a reliable esti-
mate of how many shots a barrel is capable 
of delivering.

I have a Savage combination gun in 
.22WMRF/.410 Magnum that would’ve had 
at least 10,000 rounds through it since it 
was made in the mid-1960s and it shoots 
as well today as it did when my late father 
owned it, which would seem to suggest the 
cartridge is not particularly harsh on barrels 
when adequate maintenance is applied.

Perhaps somewhere along the line your 
LA101 will provide us all with information 
about how long a .22WMRF will survive, as 
at present no-one really seems to know.
John Dunn

Q 
I was wondering if you can 
tell me anything about this 
scope. I’ve had it for years and 
it came from my grandfather’s 

garage, one of many things I inherited when 
my grandmother moved out of the house.
Rodney Taylor, via email

A 
Your riflescope is a Japanese 
model made for Tasco in Australia 
under the Bentley label. It has 4x 
magnification with 28mm objec-

tive lens and is nitrogen filled. It’s fitted 
with a built-in mounting bracket, suitable 
for use on firearms which have a 3/8" dove-
tail. When marketed, around 1970, it was 
an affordable scope suitable for .22 calibres 
and air rifles. Your scope appears to be in 
excellent condition and with its original box 
could be of interest to a collector. I’d say it 
was worth in the region of $100 or so.
Barry Wilmot
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ABN
: 94 072 207 935

27 Beaconsfi eld St, Margate, Qld 4019
Ph: 07 3883 1733   Fax: 07 3284 6611

Mobile: 0419 644 269
www.cleaverfi rearms.com

WINCHESTER USA ready
.308 Win, 168gr, OT Ammo

SPECIAL
$22 per 20

$220 per 200

WINCHESTER USA ready
9mm, 115gr, FMJ Ammo

SPECIAL
$17.50 per 50
$325 per 1000

WINCHESTER Service Grade
9mm, 115gr, FMJ Ammo

SPECIAL
$17.50 per 50
$325 per 1000

WINCHESTER Unprimed Brass 9mm
SPECIAL $99 per 1000

WINCHESTER Unprimed Brass .243 Win
SPECIAL $39 per 100

WINCHESTER Unprimed Brass .270 Win 
SPECIAL $40 per 100

WINCHESTER Unprimed Brass .30-06
SPECIAL $40 per 100

               FEDERAL Unprimed 
                    Brass .40 S&W
          SPECIAL $110 per 1000

EOTECH 512 Holographic Sight
Circle dot reticle

NEW $879

EOTECH 518 Holographic Sight
With QD mount, circle dot reticle

NEW $1035

EOTECH 552 Holographic Sight
Night vision compatible, circle dot reticle

NEW $1095

EOTECH XPS2-0 Holographic Sight
With circle dot reticle

NEW $1115

EOTECH XPS3-2 Holographic Sight
With circle double dot reticle

NEW $1335

EOTECH G33 Magnifi er
With fl ip mount
NEW $1135

EOTECH HHS II Holographic Hybrid Sight 
with Magnifi er Combe SET

“The complete kit”
NEW $2145

WILSON COMBAT 1911 Mags
9mm 10-shot NEW $79.90

.38 Super 10-shot NEW $69.90
.40 S&W/357 Sig 8-shot NEW $69.90

.45 ACP 8-shot NEW $59.90
.45 ACP 10-shot NEW $69.90

         WILSON COMBAT
  1911 extended slide release
       Blued NEW $57.95
     Stainless NEW $64.95

         WILSON COMBAT
   1911 ambi extended safety
      Blued NEW $104.95
    Stainless NEW $107.95

    WILSON COMBAT
 1911 Ultra Light Match 
      adjustable trigger
   Black NEW $69.95
   Silver NEW $61.95

     WILSON COMBAT
         1911 Skeleton 
        Match Hammer
    Black NEW $87.95
    Silver NEW $96.95

WILSON COMBAT
Stainless Steel Match Grade

1911 9mm 5" barrel NEW $389
1911 .38 Super 5" barrel NEW $389
1911 .38 Super 6" barrel NEW $429
1911 .45 ACP 6" barrel NEW $409

NENEWW $111155

$

yy

http://www.cleaverfirearms.com
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www.cleaverfi rearms.com
 $$$ Monthly Prizes !!! See the 

specials fi rst and subscribe today
EXCLUSIVE WEB DEALS!

 TRJICON SRO 
Specialized Refl ex Optic Red Dot
Available in: 2.5 MOA or 5 MOA

NEW $1129

TRIJICON RMR
Type 2 adjustable LED 

Coyote brown fi nish, 3.25 MOA
NEW $1129

TRIJICON RMR
Type 2 adjustable LED 

Coyote brown fi nish, 3.25 MOA
NEW $1119

TRIJICON RMR
Type 2 adjustable LED 

Coyote brown fi nish, 3.25 MOA
NEW $1049

TRIJICON RMR
Dual Illuminated Sight
7.0 MOA amber dot

NEW $865

TRIJICON RMR
Dual Illuminated Sight
9.0 MOA green dot

NEW $865

GHOST Civilian Holster
Available in:

Glock 17/22, 1911 & variants,
Beretta 92/96, CZ SP01, STI/SVI,

Springfi eld XD/XDM, S&W M&P 9,
Sig Sauer P320
NEW $69.95

GHOST Hybrid Holster
Available in:

Glock 17/22, 1911 & variations,
Beretta 92/96, STI/SVI, CZ SP01,

Sig Sauer P226, Sig Sauer P320, Sig Sauer P320 
X5, Walther PPQ, Walther Q5 Match

NEW $69.95

Ghost Range Collapsible
Earmuffs

NEW $32.90

GHOST Double Stack Mag Pouches
Available in black, red, green, white & pink

NEW $35.95

GHOST Single Stack 1911 Mag Pouch black
NEW $35.95

GHOST Rigid Range Belt
Available Sizes: 32", 34", 36", 38",

40", 42", 44" & 48"
NEW $59.95

MDT ACC Chassis System
With buttstock (no grip or mag)

GREY, BLACK or FDE
Available in:

CZ 455, CZ 457, Howa 1500 SA, 
Remington 700 SA, 

Remington 700 SA L-H,
Remington 700 LA, Savage SA

& Tikka T3/T3X
NEW $1099

MDT ACC Chassis System
With buttstock (no grip or mag)

BLUE, RED, STORM TROOPER WHITE, 
BURNT BRONZE & OD GREEN

Available in:
CZ 455, CZ 457, Howa 1500 SA, 

Remington 700 SA, Remington 700 SA L-H,
Remington 700 LA, Savage SA

& Tikka T3/T3X
NEW $1319

MDt Vertical Grip
Available in BLACK & FDE

NEW $57.90

http://cleaverfirearms.com
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T
he anticipation which greeted 
October’s SSAA SHOT Expo in 
Victoria was summed up almost 
immediately, with Winchester 

Australia selling their first rifle of the day 
within four minutes of the doors opening at 
the Melbourne Showgrounds.

Thousands of shooting sports enthusi-
asts flocked to the two-day event and were 
treated to a host of new products launched 
to tie in with the Expo. Brian Mortensen, 
national sales manager for Winchester, one 
of four major sponsors, was delighted when 
one of the first arrivals snapped up the 
latest CZ 457 rimfire rifle.

Said Brian: “Could hardly believe it actu-
ally. The doors had been open for less than 
five minutes and the first of the CZs was 
sold. So many people had been telling us 
how much they were looking forward to the 
Expo and that customer knew exactly what 
he’d come for. He was a happy man - and so 
was I.”

And  CZ’s 457 family wasn’t the only new 
face at the Winchester stand, with plenty 
of visitors keen to view the latest Meopta 
Meopro 6 Series of riflescopes and the 
Steyr Zephyr II rifle.

In keeping with this year’s theme - Path-
way to the Shooting Sports - among newly-
launched products from the other major 
sponsors, Outdoor Sporting Agencies intro-
duced the Diana MK38 shotgun by Miroku, 
aimed at entry-level youngsters and female 
shooters. Swarovski were kept busy all 
weekend thanks to their exciting Z8 series 
of scopes and Polaris took the wraps off 
the new Ranger EV all-terrain electric ute 
which proved popular with hunters.

Among other major exhibitors, Beretta 
Australia unveiled the latest 694 sporting 
shotgun and Spika did brisk business with 

their new ranges of both knives and cloth-
ing.

High-profile visitors this year included 
Commonwealth Games gold medallist 
Laetisha Scanlan who compèred the main 
stage, while Senator Bridget McKenzie, 

SSAA SHOT Expo 
back with a bang

Senator Bridget McKenzie with 
the amazing SSAA working 
gundogs and their handlers.

Polaris generously donated a 
$28,000 vehicle to one lucky winner.

Swarovski Optik was a 
crowd favourite as always.



Australian Shooter   23 

Federal Minister for Agriculture, spent the 
weekend mingling with visitors at “one of 
my favourite events of the year”.

Said Senator McKenzie: “As a proud legal 
firearm owner I’m here to support our often 
maligned and misunderstood sport and butt 
against these misconceptions. Hard data 
cannot be argued with and in the national 
survey carried out earlier this year, it was 
proved the shooting sports are not only 
beneficial to our physical and mental well-
being, they also contribute $2.4 billion to 
the Australian economy each year.

“Our gun clubs are very important in 
breeding talent, Laetisha Scanlan just 

one example of how far you can go in this 
sport, but the recreational side of shooting 
cannot be understated. I’m off hunting next 
weekend and will be buying a few pieces of 
equipment here at the Expo and am pleased 
to see so many people also supporting 
these proud Australian businesses.”

She also took time to discuss the dangers 
Australia faces from the lethal African swine 
fever, highlighting the fact the disease has 
now infiltrated Southeast Asia and stressing 
the need for Australia to be ever-vigilant 
to the threat it poses to our borders and 
calling on local hunters to report any sight-
ings of what could potentially be infected 
animals.

Senator McKenzie lent a hand at one of 
the hugely popular demonstrations by the 
Victorian branch of the Working Gundogs 
Association of Australia, other crowd-
pullers including cooking displays by Jason 
Spencer of Hunt Catch Cook who rustled 
up several mouth-watering creations from 
the SSAA Field to Fork cookbook, and the 
deer hunting panel discussions which drew 
plenty of reaction and feedback from a large 
audience.

The 2019 SHOT Expo was superbly 
organised by Michael Allendorf and his 
team at Level Up Events and hosted by 
SSAA Victoria who signed up hundreds of 
new members to the Association, and New 
South Wales won’t have long to wait for 
their turn with the 2020 event scheduled 
for Rosehill Gardens Racecourse in Sydney 
from June 20-21. .

The Winchester stand was busy all weekend.

So much to see 
from Outdoor 

Sporting Agencies.

SSAA SHOT Expo back with a bang

Sydney 2020
June 20 & 21

Rosehill Gardens Racecourse

SHOT EXPO
ssaashotexpo.org.au

http://ssaashotexpo.org.au
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F
or the shooting community, con-
fronted by ongoing prejudice in 
sections of the media and com-
munity, it’s encouraging to have 

understanding friends in high places, some-
thing amply demonstrated at the re-launch 
of the Parliamentary Friends of Shooting 
Group in the new federal parliament.

This is a group drawn from across the 
political spectrum - though the Greens are 
unsurprisingly absent - and co-chaired by 
Nationals Victorian Senator and Agriculture 
Minister Bridget McKenzie and Victorian 
Labor MP Rob Mitchell. The launch event 
at Parliament House in Canberra was spon-
sored by the Shooting Industry Foundation 
Australia (SIFA) with support from SSAA, 
Shooting Australia, Australian Clay Target 
Association and Field and Game Australia.

Senator McKenzie said the Parliamentary 
Friends of Shooting Group was set up five 
years ago to promote shooting and hunt-
ing and their environmental, economic and 
health benefits and it had made a difference 
to conversation around the sport. She said 
Australians were accomplished shooters as 
their performances at successive Olympics 
had demonstrated.

“I want to talk about my love of this sport 
and a million Australians’ love of this sport,” 
she said. “Our proudest day was when every 
major Australian newspaper had a girl on the 
front page, a gold medal round her neck and 
a shotgun over her shoulder.”

Mr Mitchell said despite their differ-
ing political views, a passion for shooting 
brought the parties together. “We both 
know how important the entire shooting 
industry is to Australia. Whether it be the 
Olympics, hunting or in environmental 
controls, we know the people involved are 
always there doing the right thing for the 
community and the right thing by the sport 
and the industry,” he said.

The benefits were explained in a report 
commissioned by Senator McKenzie as the 
previous Minister for Sport and released in 
September, which showed the Australian 
economy is $2.4 billion and tens of thou-

sands of jobs better off as a result of recre-
ational hunting and sports shooting, while 
shooters were happier and healthier than 
the general population.

“That’s because we get outside, we’re 
hanging with our mates, loving and respect-
ful of nature and what we do in our sport,” 
Senator McKenzie said. “Arm yourself with 
this report. It was done so we have hard 
data against the haters, against the Greens 
and those who would seek to shut down 
what we do.”

In the type of negative media reporting 
with which shooters are all too familiar, 
Ten network’s The Project put the boot in 
recently. Among much else, their sneer-
ing and biased report showed a shooter 
firing an SKS semi-automatic rifle, which 
was banned in 1996, and the Elmer Fudd 
cartoon character carrying a shotgun and 
declaring he was hunting “wabbits”.

Interviewees included anti-duck hunting 
activist Laurie Levy who declared it a waste 
of money, and SIFA’s Laura Patterson who 
valiantly put the case for sporting shooters. 
Senator McKenzie said there were people 
throughout the community and our work-
places whose preferred recreational activi-
ties were hunting and shooting but there 
was still encountered prejudice.

 “If you saw The Project’s response to the 
release of our economic and social benefits 
of hunting and shooting to the Australian 
economy, which I commissioned as sports 
minister, you will see the prejudice still 
exists,” she said. “It insists young Austra-
lians should not be able to be taught how 
to safely use a firearm, shouldn’t be able to 
learn how to shoot clay targets or pistols or 
hunt to sustainably gather food. That preju-
dice still exists.”

Senator McKenzie had her weekend away 
from Canberra all planned out. “I’m head-
ing out to get Christmas dinner and can’t 
wait, for a whole lot of reasons, to be out in 
the bush with family and friends harvesting 
sustainable food,” she said.

Special guests at the event were  James 
Willett, gold medallist in the Trap event 
at this year’s ISSF World Cup in Mexico 
and Penny Smith, gold medal winner at 
the ISSF World Cup in Finland. Both are 
contenders for the Australian team at next 
year’s Tokyo Olympics.

To win gold in Mexico and become world 
champion, Willett shot 125 out of 125 targets 
and when asked what was going through his 
mind as he prepared for his final target he 
said: “It’s exactly what you think it is - you 
don’t want to miss this last one.” .

Shooting group unites our pollies
John Maxwell

James Willett and Penny Smith, centre, 
with Bridget McKenzie, Rob Mitchell and 
other members of the Parliamentary 
Friends of Shooting Group.
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NORTHSTAR EDITIONS 

EPS

OFF-ROAD CLIMATE CONTROL

AIR CONDITIONER HEATER DEFROST 

1300 654 142  |  www.polarisaustralia.com  |   /PolarisAustralia

KG
1134

HEATER, A/C & DEFROST

82 HP ON DEMAND TRUE
ALL-WHEEL-DRIVE (AWD)

ELECTRONIC POWER
STEERING

3 MODE THROTTLE
CONTROL

ENGINE BRAKING 
SYSTEM

FULL CAB AS STANDARD DUMP BOX CAPACITY
- 454KG

1134KG TOWING CAPACITY

http://polarisaustralia.com
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I
f you’ve ever aspired to own a mid 
to big-bore double rifle, a L’Atelier 
Verney-Carron hand-crafted double 
with its unique and exquisite features 

is worth considering. Over the years I’ve 
read with fascination the history and use of 
double rifles - specifically in Africa and India 
on all manner of heavily built and dangerous 
game - by professional guides, game war-
dens and hunters such as W.D.M. Bell (318 
Westley Richards), Jim Corbett (450/400 
W.J. Jeffery & Co boxlock), President Theo-
dore Roosevelt (custom 450/500 Frederick 
Adolph) and our own John Dawkins (John 
Rigby .450NE underlever hammer).

Apart from being fortunate to view some 
very fine modern doubles at SSAA SHOT 
Expos, the Big Game Rifle Club (BGRC) 
Victoria and select gunshops, I was privi-
leged to shoot an 1870s Alexander Henry 
12 bore black powder underlever hammer 
double and a Manton .450/400NE double 
once owned by noted shooting journalist 
and author Col Allison, both a pleasurable 
experience.

In the past few years the French L’Atelier 
Verney-Carron (LVC) doubles in particular 
have caught my interest for their excep-
tional quality, unique features and variations 
from their round frame action and intricate 
metal engraving to the calibre range and 
options, resulting in one-of-a-kind hand-
crafted rifles.

More recently Bob, a proud holder of two 
such beautiful custom doubles, a 450NE and 
500NE with round frame colour case hard-
ened actions, was touting the firm’s excel-
lence and complimenting Master Gunsmith-
in-Charge Jerome Lanoue, having success-
fully used them on four African hunts on 
Cape buffalo and other plains game.

His call coincided with my intended 
write-up on LVC bespoke doubles and I 
welcomed his timely input, especially as 
2020 will commemorate Verney-Carron’s 
family lineage of 200 years of fine gun-
making.

In the late 18th and early 19th century, 
ownership of a double rifle by a maker 
such as Holland & Holland, Manton, James 

Purdey, Westley Richards, John Rigby and 
others belonged mainly to royalty or the 
rich. Prices were exorbitant but demand 
for such rifles to cope with dangerous game 
in Africa and India was strong. Even today, 
vintage collectables in very good condition 
fetch anywhere from $20,000 to well over 
$100,000 depending on gunmaker, calibre 
and model.

The break action doubles were not only 
quicker to load, shoulder and shoot, but 
provided greater certainty and higher con-
fidence with their independent double set 
triggers, particularly in event of a misfire 
with the first. Back then they were a rev-
elation compared to the time-consuming 
and awkward-loading black powder muzzle 
rifles.

Advances in technology and manufac-
turing have removed some of the more 
labour-intensive applications and with 
more makers competing for a share of the 
market, double rifles generally are more 
affordable. Whether the older or vintage 
blackpowder doubles with hammers or new 

L’Atelier Verney-Carron 
bespoke double rifles
Sam Garro

>
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ZERO RESET

LOCKABLE TURRETS
                      Push/Pull

30mm TUBE

TACTICAL STYLE 
MAGNIFICATION RING

PARALLAX
10yds to infinity

ILLUMINATED RETICLE
6 settings 
(off between each setting)

GEN II OPTICAL 
SYSTEM

EVX 6-24x56i
Illuminated

EVX 3-12x44i
Illuminated

EVX 4-16x44i
Illuminated

EVX 5-20x50i
Illuminated

EVX 6-24x50F1i 
Illuminated

EVX 6-24x50F1

EVX 4-16x44F1

 
FIRST FOCAL PLANE
EVX 

 
SECOND FOCAL PLANE
EVX 

PH: (03) 56681940
E-mail: info@sportingguns.com.au
Web: www.hermannsguns.com.au

VISIT www.hermannsguns.com.au TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DEALER

MAX AIR.
AIR OPERATED SEMI 
AUTOMATIC PCP AIR RIFLE. 
LEGAL ON CAT. A LICENCE 
IN ALL STATES.

SEMI AUTO PCP

AIR SPEED.
SEMI AUTO PCP

MAX AIR MAG CAPACITY
12

7
9

10

AIR CAPACITY
290cc

290cc
290cc
290cc

PRESSURE
250 BAR

250 BAR
250 BAR
250 BAR

WEIGHT
3.2 KG

3.2 KG
3.2 KG
3.2 KG

LENGTH
76 CM

86 CM
76 CM
76 CM

CAL. .177
CAL. .22
CAL. .25
CAL. .30

AIR SPEED MAG CAPACITY
12

7
9

10

AIR CAPACITY
290cc

290cc
290cc
290cc

PRESSURE
250 BAR

250 BAR
250 BAR
250 BAR

WEIGHT
3 KG

3 KG
3 KG
3 KG

LENGTH
103 CM

113 CM
103 CM
103 CM

CAL. .177
CAL. .22
CAL. .25
CAL. .30

FEATURES
PRESSURE GAUGE

CARBON FIBRE TANK
ADJUSTABLE POWER
SOFT TOUCH STOCK

AMBI. STOCK 

FEATURES
PRESSURE GAUGE

CARBON FIBRE TANK
ADJUSTABLE POWER
SOFT TOUCH STOCK

AMBI. STOCK 
PICATINNY UNDER-RAIL

AIR OPERATED SEMI AUTOMATIC PCP AIR RIFLE. 
LEGAL ON CAT. A LICENCE IN ALL STATES.

http://hermannsguns.com.au
http://hermannsguns.com.au
mailto:info%40sportingguns.com.au?subject=
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ones with modern powders, they retain 
their charm, mystique and admiration for 
hunters worldwide.

Not all doubles need to be at the higher 
end of the recoil chart such as a 505 Gibbs 
or 600NE.  In Hungary, Poland and the 
Czech Republic the .375 H&H is a pre-
ferred calibre on driven wild boar hunts. In 
Africa the 9.3x74R has been a long-standing 
favourite on a wide range of game and the 
same calibre is winning favour in Australia 
for use on Top End wild boars, scrub bulls 
and water buffalo and bulky sambar deer in 
Victoria’s high-country.

Aside from hunting, mid to big-bore 
doubles are a favourite at shooting venues 
internationally and here such as the 
BGRC, carrying on a tradition with its 
origins in Britain or Europe more than a 
century ago.

LVC bespoke double rifles
Like James Purdey, Holland & Holland, 
Rigby, Sig Sauer, Heym, Westley Richards 
and others with a history of exceptional 
gun-making, L’Atelier Verney-Carron uses 
the best quality materials and highly skilled 
artisans.       

Receivers are machined from a solid 
block of forged steel then hand ‘carved’ 
to their final form, barrel tubes from 
high-resistant steel resulting in light and 

extremely strong barrels, cut to clients’ 
required length, aligned and manually regu-
lated for accuracy. Throughout the hand-
crafting process each firearm receives the 
attention of a master gunsmith and is rigor-
ously tested to meet the highest standard 
of safety and reliability, coming with a paper 
test target showing grouping with open 
sights at 50m.

Verney-Carron’s  beginnings
The name has been synonymous with fine 
gunmaking since being founded in 1820 
by gunmaker Claude Verney (1800-1870) 
when, at the age of 20 and backed by a 
family lineage of prominent gunsmiths 
going back to 1650, he won first prize in the 
prestigious French armoury competition 
Concours d’Armurerie in Saint-Etienne.

The name changed in 1830 to Verney-
Carron when he married Antoinette Carron, 
daughter of another prominent gunsmith. 
As the years progressed the company 
adapted and diversified under his son, >

Jerome Lanoue, 
Master Gunsmith-

in-Charge.

The L’Atelier Verney-
Carron rifle display at a 

SSAA SHOT Expo.

L’Atelier Verney-Carron bespoke double rifles

BGRC members in a 
Double Rifle Stalking 
Shoot event at Little River.



OPENING HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 8.30am - 5pm
Sat: 8.30am - 3pm
Sun: 10am - 3pm

Queensland Gun Exchange & Fishing,
181-183 Wellington Road,
East Brisbane, Qld 4169
PO Box 1223, Coorparoo, Qld 4151

Phone: 07 3393 0933
Fax: 07 3393 0711

Email: sales@qldgunexchange.com              Website: www.qldgunexchange.com

Prices subject to change. Prices do not include freight.

AS1219JW

Subscribe to our e-Newsletter for weekly specials and sales information. Email admin@qldgunexchange.com or see our website for details.

Huge range of Rigby 
gift ideas in store. 

Guaranteed to 
impress even the 
most discerning 

shooter.

The team at QGE wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Rigby Safari Boots - $639
Handmade from buffalo and 
impala leather in Zimbabwe 
by Courteney. Designed for 
stealth, comfort and durability. 
Avail Sizes UK 7-13.

Rigby Selous Boots - $845
Courteney named this boot 
after the famous adventurer 
and big-game hunter of the 
1800s, Frederick Selous. Start 
your own adventure with this 
unique special edition. Avail 
Sizes UK 7-13.

Rigby A Grand Tradition - $89
Hardcover 203-page book setting 
out the history of Rigby, from its 
origins in 18th century Dublin to 
2011. Written by historians and 
Rigby enthusiasts Silvio Calabi, 
Steve Helsey and Roger G Sanger. 

Rigby Polo Shirt - $90
Durable cotton polo shirt 
embroidered with the Rigby 
‘Double R’ logo in gold. 
Available Small - XXXL 

Rigby Baseball Cap - $45
Classic cotton baseball cap 
embroidered with the Rigby 
‘Double R’ logo. Avail in blue, 
white, green and black. 

Rigby ‘Garhwal’ Knife - $1250
Hunting knife, handmade in 
England. Maple wood handle 
with mammoth ivory bolster, 
4.75" blade with engraved 
Rigby logo. Individually serial 
numbered. Purchaser’s name will 
be entered into the Rigby ledgers 
the same as those buying rifl es. 
Handmade leather sheath.

Rigby ‘Zambezi’ Knife - $985
Handmade in England exclusively 
for Rigby. Blue maple wood 
handle, 4.3" blade with engraved 
Rigby logo. Purchaser’s name will 
be entered into the Rigby ledgers 
the same as those buying rifl es. 
Handmade leather sheath.

Rigby ‘Caprelous’ Knife - $985
Deer processing knife, handmade 
in England. Maple wood 
handle, 4" blade with engraved 
Rigby logo. Individually serial 
numbered. Purchaser’s name will 
be entered into the Rigby ledgers 
the same as those buying rifl es. 
Handmade leather sheath.

Rigby ‘Kruger’ Knife - $499
General purpose hunting knife 
with a fi xed blade crafted from 
Damascus steel. The wide, 
slightly round blade and thumb 
rest make this the perfect knife 
for hunting out in the fi eld. 
Engraved with the Rigby logo 
and individually serial numbered. 
Handmade leather sheath.

Rigby Pocket Knife - $499
Handy every-day pocket knife. 
Damascus steel backlock folding 
blade with engraved Rigby logo 
and individually serial numbered. 
Purchaser’s name will be entered into 
the Rigby ledgers the same as those 
buying rifl es. Handmade leather sheath.

Can’t fi nd the perfect gift?
How about a QGE gift voucher?

Howard Leight 
Impact Sport
Our #1 selling electronic 
earmuffs. Designed 
specifi cally for sporting 
shooters, the low profi le 
earcup allows full clearance 
of the fi rearm stock. 
Built-in microphone 
enhances listening and 
communication while 
hearing is protected when 
impact sound over 82db 
is automatically supressed to a safe level. Also 
can connect to MP3 players and other devices.
Green, black or pink - $99

Rigby Hunter Hip Flask Set - $469
Perfectly sized to fi t in your pocket, 
this 150ml hip fl ask is protected by 
a hand-stitched calf leather pouch, 
blind embossed with Rigby’s famous 
‘Double R’ logo. For added comfort 
and convenience, the chrome-plated 
cap can also be used as a cup in the 
fi eld, making this an ideal companion 
on any expedition.

Rigby Cigar Holder - $269
A classic cigar holder made of 
Turkish walnut taken from the 
off-cuts of our walnut gun stocks. 
This unique gift features the classic 
Rigby ‘Double R’ logo.

Rigby ‘London Best’ Knife - $3219
The pinnacle of the Rigby knife 
collection. Handmade in England, 
mammoth ivory handle, exquisite 
Damascus blade with engraved Rigby 
logo. Individually serial numbered. 
Purchaser’s name will be entered into 
the Rigby ledgers the same as those 
buying rifl es. 

Rigby ‘Tsavo’ Knife - $1325
A hunting knife made from AEB-L 
steel with a Rigby blue maple 
handle and stainless steel pommel. 
Each of these knives is engraved 
with the famous Rigby ‘Double R’ 
logo. This knife comes complete 
with a handmade leather sheath 
also embossed with the Rigby 
‘Double R’ logo.

MagPump 9mm Mag Loader - $299

The MagPump 9mm Luger Magazine Loader is a 
hopper-fed, loose-ammo loader which eliminates 
hand fatigue and reduces magazine loading time by 
more than 50 per cent. Simply load your ammo in 
the 50-round capacity hopper and let MagPump do 
the rest.

The pump-action lever self-sorts ammunition in 
either direction, and loads up to 30 rounds in less 
than 30 seconds. Each MagPump 9mm Magazine 
Loader unit includes a mounting base plate and six 
adaptable retainers to fi t the following pistol models:

Glock - Glock 17, Glock 17L, Glock 18, Glock 19, 
Glock 26, Glock 34
SIG - 320, P224, P226, P228, P229, P250, SP2022, 
SP2340, SP2009
Smith & Wesson - M&P
Springfi eld Armory - XD, XD Mod 2
CZ - P10
Ruger - SR9, SR9c, 9E

Additional magazine retainers for most pistol models 
listed below are available for individual purchase:
 Beretta M9/92, CZ75, H&K USP P8, Walter PPQ

Additional mag retainers - $39 each

Rigby Classic Hunting Shirt - $180
A go-anywhere, go-to hunting shirt 
that will serve you just as well on 
plains, mountains or in forests. 
Woven in a uniquely adaptable soft 
moss green, the shirt features the 
Rigby ‘Double R’ logo embroidered 
on the button-free breast pocket.  
Sizes available Small - XXXL

mailto:sales%40qldgunexchange.com?subject=
http://www.qldgunexchange.com


30   Australian Shooter

grandson, great-grandson and so forth, cur-
rently Jean Verney-Carron.

After WWII the firm acquired famous 
barrel-maker Jean Breuil under the name 
Groupement d’Exploitation des Fabricants 
d’Armes Réunis (GEFAR) and in 1961 
further expanded by procuring well-known 
manufacturers Berthon Frères, Francisque 
Darne, Didier-Drevet, Gerest and Ron-
chard-Cizeron.

When it took over traditional gun-
making firm Demas in 2004 it established a 
separate workshop under L’Atelier Verney-
Carron in an effort to return to 100 per cent 
handmade rifles as we know them, L’Atelier 
signifying bespoke firearms made to order.

Today’s Verney-Carron operations com-
prise: Hunting - Machine-made rifles and 
shotguns (La Manufacture Verney-Carron) 
or high-end handcrafted guns (L’Atelier 
Verney-Carron). Security and Defence - 
Manufacture or distribution of firearms, 
ammunition and accessories mainly for 
police forces (Verney-Carron Security) and 
firearms for the military and police markets 
(Verney-Carron Defense). 

Custom fitting
Every bespoke rifle or shotgun is unique 
and measured to the individual including 
arm reach, cheek bone structure, manage-
able firearm weight etc. Apart from the 
expected features of a high-end double rifle 
with three-leaf rear sight, ejectors, double 
triggers, quality walnut stock and fine 
chequering, a custom build will also vary 
according to the client’s preferences.

My friend and BGRC Victoria member 

>

Brian Kilpatrick had a chance meeting with 
Jerome Lanoue at the International Big 
Game Rifle Shoot in Donkerhoek, Pretoria 
last year which resulted in Brian being 
measured for a bespoke .375 H&H Safari 
double. He requested 25" barrels, colour 
case hardened receiver, exhibition grade 
stock, Prince of Wales pistol grip, skeleton-
ised steel buttplate, 24 lines to the inch 
checkering, rib inletting and dual pop-up 
foresight and can’t wait to receive it.

Jerome Lanoue: Master 
Gunsmith-in-Charge
Jerome’s passion for hunting and aspiration 
to become a gunsmith was sparked at the 
age of four while accompanying his father 
and grandfather on field hunts. At 18, after 
completing his tertiary studies, he left 
France for Belgium to take up trade courses in gunsmithing and stock-making, graduat-

ing in both in 1997.
He returned to France to gain practi-

cal experience, eventually moving to 
Normandy and working for nine years at 
Arachequesne, a luxury gunshop on 25 
hectares, before joining Verney-Carron 
where he became an integral part of the 
plan to return to fully handmade produc-
tion of bespoke rifles. Ten years later their 
success can be measured by the range 
of calibre rifles produced, from the small 
and light-framed falling bloc .222Rem or 
223Rem (3.5lb) to the hefty .700NE (20lb).

His hunts in Africa and beyond often co-
inside with testing various calibre rifles on 
intended game under real and trying condi-
tions to ensure they perform accurately 

Azur Safari Eloge double 
rifle engravings based 

on the drawings of 
Marcello Pettineo.

A side-by-side Azur 
Safari PH rifle in .375R .

Jerome Lanoue and 
friend with a mouflon 

sheep taken in the 
French alps.

L’Atelier Verney-Carron bespoke double rifles
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zastava .22lr bunny buster package

pardus lax12-mf lever action 12g shotguns

alfa-proj carbine revolver rifles
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and reliably, paramount for success of the 
hunter and the maker’s reputation. Impor-
tantly, Jerome is a firm believer in taking 
time to understand the customer’s hunting 
needs in order to produce the best work-
ing rifle. He is emphatic that, as beautiful 
or aesthetically pleasing a firearm may be, 
it must be accurate, balanced, elegant and 
perfectly fitted to the user.

He’s not only a dedicated, creative and 
hands-on perfectionist but also an avid 
hunter. His passion for the sport has never 
diminished making Africa, in particular 
Mozambique, Namibia and Zambia, some 
of his favourite destinations to hunt buffalo 
and other game, together with mountain 
hunting in France for chamois and mouflon 
and Kazakhstan for ibex and maral. He also 
chases roebuck, a fascinating deer species 

A colour case 
hardened round frame 

receiver double rifle.

he describes as phantom-like and challeng-
ing in its maturity.

Through his proactive showcasing of LVC 
bespoke rifles globally, Jerome has been 

instrumental in furthering their exposure 
and popularity and has a strong following 
of loyal customers who speak volumes of 
him and the establishment he represents. 
On the few occasions we’ve met he has 
come across as a very receptive, down-to-
earth and approachable person. For contact 
details or enquiries in Australia, see the 
Australian Sporting Agencies website. .
• The author thanks Jean Verney-Carron 
and Jerome Lanoue for providing informa-
tion and photographs for this article.

Magnificent ornate 
metal engraving.

L’Atelier Verney-Carron bespoke double rifles

07 5597 3220
Email gcss@gcshooters.com.au
BUS HOURS QLD TIME: 
Monday to Friday only 
8.30am - 5pm
Secure online shopping - see website
www.gcshooters.com.au for details

15/34 Dominion Road, 
Ashmore, Gold Coast 4214
Proudly family owned and operated for nearly 30 yearsr nearly 30 years

Hogue rifl e and shotgun stocks pillar bed $260, full alloy bed $330;
Grips rubber $40, synthetic ivory from $60, wood from $60; 

New range of pistol bags now in store!
S&W cylinder releases short & long $100; 

Cerus Gear Pro Mats NEW STOCK! Handgun and rifl e cartridge Pro Mat combo $50. CZ Shadow 2 Promat grey 
or tan $25. SPECIAL! Hyskor blue electronic or SR pink electronic earmuffs $30 each. 

Smart Reloader SR777 benchrest case trimmer $55. Stoeger scope specials in store also!
MAGAZINES - OUR SPECIALTY IS RARE AND OLD MODELS FOR HANDGUNS AND RIFLES
Winchester 320 10-rnd magazines $85; Remington 7600 .243/308 10-rnd magazine $60; Krico straight 

or curved .22LR magazines $120 each; Remington 511/CBC 10-rnd mags $55; Triple K 1911 9mm 9-rnd 
mags $55; Mecgar CZ75 9mm 10-rnd magazine $70; High Standard military/non-military 10-rnd mags $85; 

Anschutz .22 Mag 8-rnd magazine $120; Anschutz .22LR 10-rnd magazine $120; Voere .22LR 10-rnd $130; 
Brno/CZ 10-rnd polymer $50; Lithgow/Slazenger .22LR 10-rnd $120; MecGar 1911 .38 Super 9-rnd $70.

Check out all our magazines including current specials through our ONLINE STORE.
Starline brass - shotshells, rifl e and handgun brass - many calibres available online.

HiViz front and rear sights in store now from $50.

GOLD COAST 
SHOOTERS SUPPLIES
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Prices of some commodities can increase beyond our control at short notice.

DLN: 50000106

ORDER BEFORE DECEMBER 5 FOR 
YOUR HOGUE GRIPS XMAS DELIVERY!!!

WE ARE CLOSED MIDDAY 
DECEMBER 24 AND REOPEN 
THURSDAY JANUARY 2, 2020..

http://www.gcshooters.com.au
mailto:gcss%40gcshooters.com.au?subject=


schmidtandbender.com.au
A new era in S&B availability

200 scopes landing December 2019 •Monthly deliveries from Germany •Friendly service
Email sales@schmidtandbender.com.au  Phone 1300 726 737 : 1300 SCOPES

Instant pricing and short lead times on custom orders. 
Order on line or through your local dealer, have them contact us for an account.

All 2000+ S&B model variants will be on the website by the end of 2019. 
All scopes below available for December delivery.

All models made in Germany except Hungaria model which is assembled in Hungary from German made parts.

Hungaria

S&B Hungaria 8x56 
A4 or A7 reticle special $895

Klassik Fixed

S&B Klassik 6x42 A7 $1190

S&B Klassik 10x42 A7 $1249

Klassik Variable

S&B Klassik 2.5-10x56 L7 $2055

S&B Klassic 3-12x42 L7 $2055

S&B Klassik 4-16x50 A7 $1995
S&B Klassik 4-16x50 BDC A7 or P3 $2135

Zenith

S&B Zenith 2.5-10x56 FD7 $2335
S&B Zenith 2.5-10x56 BDC FD7 $2470

S&B Zenith 3-12x56 A7 $1725
S&B Zenith 3-12x50 FD7 $2335

S&B Zenith 3-12x50 ASV FD7 $2470

Summit

S&B Summit 2.5-10x40 A4 or A7 reticle
Special price while stock lasts
Normally $2200 just $1690

Stratos

S&B Stratos 1.5-8x42 FD7 $2885
S&B Stratos 1.5-8x42 BDC FD7 $3195

S&B Stratos 2.5-13x56 FD7 $2990 
S&B Stratos 2.5-13x56 BDC FD7 $3195

Exos

S&B Exos 1-8x24 FD7 $3095
S&B Exos 1-8x24 BDC CQB2 $3270

S&B Exos 3-21x50 D7 $3995

Polar T96

S&B Polar T96 2.5-10x50 L7 $2885
S&B Polar T96 2.5-10x50 BDC L7 $3120

S&B Polar T96 3-12x54 L7 $2885
S&B Polar T96 3-12x54 BDC L7 $3120

S&B Polar T96 4-16x56 L7 $3240
S&B Polar T96 4-16x56 BDC L7 $3460

S&B Polar T96 4-16x56 BDC P4F $3650

PMII

S&B PMII 1-8x24 ShortDot CC CQB2 $4510
S&B PMII 1-8x24 ShortDot 

Dual CC MDR-T6
$6395

S&B PMII 10x42 P3 $2485

S&B PMII 3-20x50 P4FL $4690

S&B PMII 5-25x56 LT/MTC P4FL $4995
S&B PMII 5-25x56 LT/MTC GR2ID $5095
S&B PMII 5-25x56 LT/MTC MSR2 $5095

S&B PMII 5-25x56 LT/MTC 
RAL8000 P4FL $4995

S&B PMII 12-50x56 P4F $4240

PMII Long Range

S&B PMII High Power 3-27x56 P4FL $7275

S&B PMII High Power 5-45x56 P4FL $7370

PMII Ultra Bright

S&B PMII Ultra Bright 4-16x56 P4FL
$5265

PMII Ultra Short

S&B PMII 3-20x50 Ultra Short P4FL $4995

Accessories

50mm Sunshade for 42mm objective $129
50mm Sunshade for 50mm objective $129
50mm Sunshade for 56mm objective $129

50mm Sunshade for 56mm objective 
RAL8000 $150

100mm Sunshade for 56mm objective $150
100mm Sunshade for 56mm objective 

RAL8000 $179

Killfl ash ARD 24mm $389
Killfl ash ARD 50mm $300
Killfl ash ARD 56mm $475

Killfl ash ARD 56mm RAL8000 $539

Tactical Rifl e Scope Bag
Black or coyote tan

Small, medium or large $189

Power Throw Lever black $195
Power Throw Lever RAL8000 $215

S&B 5-25x56 double turn turrets 
available in the following reticles:

P4FL $4175 GR2ID $4295 MSR2 $4295 TREMOR3 $5375

Stockists - The Barn Qld 07 4691 1620  Allgoods Tas 03 6331 364  Delta Tactical Vic 0448 410 447  Wild Outdoors Vic 03 5278 1929  
Magnum Sports NSW 02 9882 2689  Safari Firearms NSW 02 9740 9760  Precision Sports NSW 02 4081 4803

Dealer enquiries welcome

Also selling and distributing 
SPUHR mounts

http://schmidtandbender.com.au
mailto:sales%40schmidtandbender.com.au?subject=
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Talbot on target! 
Long Range Precision

L ong range shooting is becoming 
increasingly popular so I decided 
it was time to see what all the fuss 
was about. Until now the furthest 

I’ve shot is around 300m with a .303 rifle 
but during my Long Range Precision 
competition I was shooting three times that 
distance. 

How does it work?
Long Range Precision is a handgun, rifle 
and black powder rifle discipline which 
aims to refine and develop the accuracy 
of firearms, ammunition and equipment 
for shooting extreme distances. Handgun 

Communications Officer Sam Talbot had his eyes 
tested and headed for Port Lincoln on his latest 
mission to shoot the SSAA disciplines

events vary from rimfire to centrefire cali-
bres and are shot up to 500m, while rifle 
events cover .22LR to .50 BMG calibres 
and are shot out to 2000m. Core matches 
require competitors to shoot five shots from 
a cold barrel without the use of benches or 
windflags as they would in a normal field 
situation.

What do we need?
While just about any rifle can be used it 
tends to lean towards larger calibres. At 
my competition .300s, .308s and 6.5mm 
Creedmoor were by far the most common 
calibres but what’s long range for one rifle 

or rifle/scope is relative to other rifle and 
scope configurations. Obviously scopes are 
very helpful in Long Range Precision but 
there are some competitions which don’t 
use them. I’ve seen Muzzleloaders shoot 
1000yds without scopes and while that’s 
good for them, I was happy to be using one. 
For my competition scopes were limited to 
25x but this still gave me a decent view of 
the targets. 

Ammunition for long distance shooting 
is also important and, as usual, handloaded 
ammo is almost always more accurate than 
factory loads. Further to that, some of the 
6.5 Creedmoor ammo I used cost $65 for 

Nothing but 
concentration  

from Sam. 

>



MERRY CHRISTMAS

Visit our website for our full 
range of gifts, merchandise 

and accessories

GRYCOL INTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
02 9698 8725  ·  sales@grycol.com.au  ·  www.grycol.com.au

D/L: 400014321

STOCKING STUFFERS
FOR THE SHOOTER IN YOUR LIFE
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a box of 20 which is just over $3 a shot 
versus handloaders who estimate theirs 
cost about 80c each. Above all else though, 
a good understanding of the firearm, scope 
and ammunition is crucial for hitting targets 
a long way off and all three factors must 
be in sync along with accurately observed 
conditions and ballistic calculations.

In no other discipline is it easier to 
completely miss the target. And since 
you’re so far from the target it’s hard to 
know if you’re shooting too high or low or 
too far left or right (or any combination). 
Without being able to see the bullet hole 
you don’t know what corrections to make 
on subsequent shots. Instead of hitting an 
outer ring and slightly adjusting, you can 
easily take all your shots only to discover 
they all missed.

Reactive targets
I was excited to find we’d be using a new 
special target system - ShotMarker - an 
acoustic electronic system which lets you 
see exactly where your shot went on a 
smartphone or tablet device. Basically, 
four sensors are placed on the corners of 
the target frame which detect the shot and 
instantly display where it went.

This means you immediately see where 

your shot landed (unless you completely 
miss the target) and there’s no need 
to patch or change targets. As you can 
imagine it makes shooting at long range 
much simpler and faster and as reac-
tive targets aren’t always possible at 
Long Range Precision events, this new 

technology makes the discipline much more 
interesting.  

Competition time
I was at the Long Range Precision National 
Championships at Port Lincoln Rifle Club 
in South Australia and while you might 

From the right perspective 
500 yards is a long way.

>

Ritter & Stark rifle in 
6.5mm Creedmoor Sam 
used at 500 yards.

Talbot on target!

All action on the line of 
fire, with feedback being 
provided from behind. 
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think that’s not the best place to try a new 
discipline, state and national events often 
have a warm-up day which can be ideal for 
beginners to gain expert advice from the 
country’s best shots. And you get to see the 
best of the best in action and maybe learn 
something through osmosis. I like to think I 
did at least a little. 

Format for the competition was five x 
five shots (25) at each of the distances - 
500, 600, 800 and 900yds, targets the same 
as used in Combined Services, a large 
yellow background with black helmet in 
the middle. Scoring consisted of five rings, 
each assigned a value one to five with a V 
bullseye in the centre.

At the beginning of each day there are 
no warm-up shots except for one ‘fouler’, 
the point of the fouler being you don’t want 
a completely clean barrel as a little bit of 
build-up maintains shot consistency and 
therefore accuracy. That’s what the fouler 
accomplishes (it’s fired into the banking) 
although not all competitors use it as this 
discipline really comes down to a deep 
understanding of your firearm.

Time to shoot 
My first shot was at 500yds which is a long 
way away and the daunting part was this 
would be the shortest of the competition. 

But in my favour I had a Ritter & Stark 
rifle in 6.5mm Creedmoor which looked 
more like those used in Practical but is 
also suited to Long Range Precision. Most 
parts of it were customisable but as other 
people were also using this rifle I didn’t 
make any adjustments. The rifle and scope 
were not perfectly zeroed into the centre 

of the target, but the owner revealed it was 
shooting about three dots right of centre 
and I decided to stick with that rather than 
risk changing the scope and messing some-
thing else up. 

Like everyone else I shot from the prone 
position which meant using a shooting 
mat and bag under the rifle butt. I find this 

A rare close up of 
the target. The big 

numbers behind 
help line the 

shooting lanes up 
with each target. 

The range at 900 yards. 

>

Talbot on target!

Trenton Hardie gives 

Sam some expert 

coaching.
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position very comfortable and the rifle fitted 
me well, allowing me to immediately see 
down the scope, but while doing so I saw 
something that shocked me - a mirage!

In warm conditions distant targets can 
start to move or at least shimmer, a similar 
illusion to what appears to be water on 
asphalt roads when driving on hot days. It 
turns out that in shooting, different weather 
conditions can create all sorts of mirages 
and movement around the target. I did my 
best to ignore it and didn’t bother guessing 
the wind as I lined up my shot and fired. 
Looking down the scope I wasn’t sure 
where I had hit the target, but thanks to 
the ShotMarker system I quickly learned I 
hadn’t hit it at all. 

A little disheartened I lined up and fired 
again, same as the first time, and after a 
few seconds my result appeared on the 
smartphone. Not only had I made contact, 
I’d hit a bullseye - maybe this long-range 
business wasn’t so bad after all. Happy with 
my efforts at 500yds I was ready to take on 
600, this time using a .308 wooden stock 
club gun with handloaded ammo generously 
donated by the club. Getting back to my 
prone position with bag on one end of the 
rifle and unfolded bipod on the other, I felt 
less comfortable than before but eventu-
ally managed a good sight on the target and 
after five shots had a score of 20.1 - not bad.

For my five shots I registered 4, V, 4, 4 
and 3. The perfect score is 25.5 but I was 
happy to walk away with a 20.1 (the number 
after the full stop indicates the ‘V bullseye’ 
was hit and if scores are equal this is used 
to break ties).

Even further out
The following day it was time to shoot 
from 800 and 900yds and along with the 
distances the weather had changed from 
sunshine to rain. At least with rain and cold 
weather, mirages were no longer an issue 
and the targets almost looked clearer now. 
A few competitors had problems with their 
scopes and, believe me, a 900yd target is 
not the place to find out there’s something 
wrong with your set-up.  

Normally competitors aren’t given 
feedback during their five shots but in this 
competition, and since we had ShotMarker, 
shooters were shown where their first two 
shots landed each round. This proved very 
useful, particularly when a shot missed 
completely as you could make drastic 
changes to try and get back on target. 
Without feedback you could easily miss all 
five shots unknowingly and that’s not fun 
for anyone.

While I wasn’t competing in the cham-
pionships I managed to sneak in a few 
shots at each distance after the competi-
tors finished and as far as I was concerned 
Long Range Precision follows the same 
principles as any other shooting discipline 
- the greater distance adds an extra chal-
lenge but the fundamentals of shooting still 
apply. And I should stress you don’t need a 
top-of-the-line rifle to compete, as a shooter 
with better understanding of less expensive 
equipment will comfortably beat someone 
with all the gear and no idea. 

Conclusion
Shooting such long distances can seem 
intimidating. Probably more than most 
other disciplines, Long Range Precision 

This little contraption 
provides the target 
feedback to the line of fire.

The ShotMarker is placed 
on the corner of the 
frames of the target. 

requires time and a good understanding 
of your equipment and for most this is all 
part of the fun. Working out ammunition 
and playing around with scopes adds to the 
camaraderie when everyone is just trying 
to hit something far away and the majority 
of Long Range Precision shooters are happy 
to let beginners try their gear. 

Although you might need to travel to find 
a range that accommodates longer range 
shooting, it’s well worth it as Long Range 
Precision will give you a greater under-
standing of your rifle and other equipment - 
and it’s a lot of fun. .

Scoring made easy.

Talbot on target!
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I f there’s a downside to doing a knife-
maker’s course it would have to be 
that once is never enough. That struck 
me as I made the 400km trip from my 

home to Dignams Creek on the far South 
Coast of NSW for a two-day hunting knife 
program with Iain Hamilton at Mother 
Mountain Forge. The forge takes its name 
from nearby Mount Dromedary (Gulaga) 
which, according to the creation myths of 
the local Yuin Aboriginal people, is revered 
as the mother-figure mountain.

Iain has been making knives for 18 
years as an adjunct to his blacksmithing 
and wrought iron business and by his own 
admission took 12 years to make a knife 
he was happy with. He’s best known for 
his chef’s knives, one of which featured in 

the lifestyle show River Cottage that ran on 
ABC TV some years ago. More recently 
he’s been teaching knifemaking, passing on 
his considerable skills.

Since my personal need to make knives 
surfaced as a bucket list item some years 
ago I’ve been fortunate enough to work 
with a number of established knifemakers. 
The Mother Mountain course begins on 
the Friday night with a meet-and-greet 
exercise for participants. The safety aspects 
are also covered to ensure everyone has an 
understanding of what’s required. Numbers 
are limited to two students per course and 
my fellow participant was a lady named 
Meg who had never done anything like this 
before and was accordingly excited.

On Saturday morning we were issued 

with a body protective leather apron and 
safety glasses, our aim to forge and shape 
a knife to the stage where it could be 
tempered overnight. Most of that work, 
around 70 per cent, would be done with the 
forge and anvil as Iain ran us through the 
steps involved in forging, emphasising the 
importance of stance to avoid wrist, elbow 
and arm damage when working at the anvil.

He gave us a short length of 5x30mm 
0175 carbon steel he’d welded to a piece 
of flat mild steel that served as a handle 
during construction and did away with the 
need to use tongs when moving the blade 
blank in and out of the forge. We were each 
issued with a hammer, the gas forge was 
fired up and construction of our knives 
began.

Senior correspondent John Dunn

Knifemaking insights
at Mother Mountain Forge

>
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It takes time to heat the steel to a 
working temperature yet the period you 
have to work the steel after each heat is 
limited. As Iain explains, you have to move 
with a sense of urgency, even if the knife 
can only be forged one hammer width at a 
time so you must know what you want to 
do before the steel hits the anvil.

Hammer forging is only one way a knife 
blank can be shaped and Iain also shows 
how to move and shape steel using a fly 
press. Essentially it’s a screw press with 
a coarse thread on the ram, wound up 
and down with a pair of horizontal arms 
fitted with a large steel ball which allow 
the ram to be slammed down under force, 
generating up to five tons of pressure at 
the working end. The face of the ram and 
centre of the bench below it are fitted with 
fullers between which the steel is worked.

Apart from moving metal, the press can 
also create cosmetic touches on the blade 
such as the hammer forged finish often 
seen on knives used by TV chefs. We used 
the press to draw out the blade and tang on 
our knives, an awkward process for begin-
ners, and also put a hammer finish on the 
blades.

Incrementally the blanks began to look 
more like knives and when we’d reached 
the stage where we were happy with 
what we had, the blanks were heated to 
normalise the steel - essentially a low-
heat process that removes all the stresses 
created within the steel during forging. 
Integral to the normalising was straight-
ening the blank so the tang and blade were 
in line and the blade wasn’t twisted. The 
latter can be corrected by hand wearing 
heat-proof gloves.

When the blades had cooled, finishing 
on a pedestal-mounted belt grinder began, 
including finalising the shape of the blade 
and tang and cleaning up the bevels to within 
1mm of sharp. Any scale or unwanted marks 
left on the flats of the blade from forging 
were ground off, the blade then finished with 
a worn 240 grit belt.

The polished blade was reheated for 
hardening, positioned in the furnace so 

Using the fly press to 
mark the shoulders of 

the tang and begin the 
drawing out process.

Approaching the final 
forged shape of the knife.

Putting the hammer finish on the blade with the 
fly press.

Finishing the blade shape on the belt grinder. Grinding the bevels.

>

Knifemaking insights at Mother Mountain Forge
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the heat was concentrated in the blade, an 
important consideration given there was 
still work to be done on the tang. A good 
knifemaker like Iain knows from experience 
when the steel has reached the right colour 
and temperature for hardening. He also 
explained and demonstrated that within the 
critical temperature range the steel loses 
its magnetism, a useful tip for beginners.

The blade was quenched in a column of 
vegetable oil, moving it up and down in the 
vertical bath to ensure it cooled out evenly. 

The mild steel handle on the blade was then 
cut off with a disc grinder and the knife 
went into an electric oven to be tempered, 
blade edge-down. 

Day two of the course began with 
grinding down each side of the tang to 
reduce thickness and ensure the tang was 
still in line with the spine of the blade. 
A hardened filing guide was fitted to the 
front of the tang, the shoulders filed flat 

Filing the shoulders of 
the blade square and 
putting a radius in each 
corner of the tang.

Testing the temperature of 
the hot steel with a magnet 
before hardening.

and square so the bolster would sit square 
when the handle was fitted. The corners of 
the shoulder/tang interface were radiused 
to avoid creating a pressure point and the 
sides of the tang were also lightly filed to 
help to hide the joining point when the 
bolster was fitted.

The knife was set up in a vice and the 
blade polished using various grades of wet 
and dry paper wrapped around an old steel 
ruler to ensure each side was finished flat. 
Next step was to make and fit the bolster 
and handle. The bolster or finger guard was 
made from a piece of brass, drilled, slotted 
and filed to be a firm drive fit over the tang. 
I decided to fit a two-piece handle, a short 
front section made from gidgee followed by 
a copper spacer backed up by the remainder 
of the handle made from a nice piece of 
bloodwood.

The copper spacer was made the same 
way as the bolster and up to a point so were 
the wooden sections of the handle but they 
were finished using an entirely different 
technique. After the wood had been drilled 

Component parts of the 
knife with exception of 
the cross pin.

Polishing scratch marks 
out of the blade.

Glued together 
and drying.

>

Knifemaking insights at Mother Mountain Forge
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and roughly slotted to remove most of the 
excess, each piece was secured in a vice. 
The tang of the blade was heated to a bright 
orange and pushed through to burn itself a 
channel. It created a lot of smoke and flame, 
heat-proof gloves were essential but the 
finished slot was a perfect fit to the tang. 
Finally a thin piece of leather was cut to fit 
between the bolster and front of the handle, 
the position of the tang marked out on one 
side of the handle and a hole drilled for the 
stainless steel pin.

The next step was to epoxy glue every-
thing together and leave it to set over 
lunch before shaping of the handle began. 
Shaping created a lot of dust so a mask and 
eye protection were required and as it was 
with the forging, a hasten slowly approach 
needed to ensure the job was done properly.

After shaping it was back to the bench 
with strips of abrasive paper and plenty of 
elbow grease, the finished handle anointed 
with a generous dollop of Iain’s special 
wood butter and the knife placed in a warm 
oven to help the substance penetrate the 
timber. While that was happening, Iain 
showed us how to mark out and cut a 
leather sheath for the now finished knife. 
Sewing the sheath together proved to be a 
bit of a problem with his sewing machine 
playing up. 

The finished knife - a 
good weekend’s work.

The final act of the day was to sharpen 
the knife and buff finish it on a cloth wheel. 
Meg and I had each made a knife we could 
be proud of and walked away on something 
of a personal high and strong sense of 
achievement. 

Iain Hamilton is both a gifted artisan and 
teacher, a willingness to share his passion 
for his craft with others typical of all the 
knifemakers I’ve been fortunate enough 
to meet and work with. Little wonder the 

popularity of knifemaking courses continues 
to grow. For anyone with any interest at all 
in how knives are made it really is a must-do 
venture. Find a course locally and make a 
booking - you won’t regret it. .
• At writing, cost for the Mother Mountain 
Hunting Knife Course was $715 per person. 
The forge can be contacted at mothermoun-
tainforge@gmail.com. More at mother-
mountainforge.com. Iain can be contacted 
on 0401 004 481.

Knifemaking insights at Mother Mountain Forge
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I n a previous edition of Australian 
Shooter I reviewed the Tikka T1x 
rimfire rifle chambered in 17 HMR 
which came as a package including 

bipod, scope, rings, sling, gunbag and 
flashlight with scope mount, all acces-
sories coming from the Beretta group of 
brands including Burris. This time round 
the review rifle was from the same T1x 
series and chambered in .22 Long Rifle and 
I chose to evaluate in the same manner as 
the 17 HMR by shooting various brands 
of ammunition and resting the stock on a 
bipod and field-style butt bag.

I won’t go into the various configurations 
available for the T1x rimfire series as they 
were covered in my previous review, but 
I must make mention again of the way the 
T1x (rimfire series) and T3x (centrefire) 
have the same receiver and bottom-metal 
footprint. Because of this, stocks and stock 
options from Tikka and the aftermarket 
readily interchange with both series and 
perhaps the best way of illustrating this is 

with the picture of the T1x 22 MTR rimfire 
rifle mounted in the camo centrefire stock 
from my Tikka T3x chambered in 308.

Review products
• Tikka T1x Multi-Task Rimfire (MTR) 

chambered in .22 Long Rifle
• Contessa Steel Picatinny rail
• Steiner 30mm rings
• Steiner Ranger 4-16x56 riflescope 

(second focal plane, illuminated reticle)

Rifle
What I like about these T1x rimfires is they 
don’t really feel like a rimfire. What? But 
they are rimfire rifles? Yes, but a small beef 
I’ve had over the years with some rimfire 
offerings is they ‘feel’ a little cheaper and 
not as refined as centrefires from the same 
manufacturer.

Not so with the T1x series. Because they 
share much in dimensional configuration 
with their bigger centrefire brothers, I can 
shoot offhand, prone or from the bench just 

as comfortably with the T1x series as I can 
with the centrefire T3x series. In other 
words, these are full-size rifles in rimfire 
chamberings. Length of pull can be adjusted 
with factory spacers optionally available 
from Beretta Australia. Add to this the 
same adjustable trigger in the T1x series as 
the centrefire T3x and you’re ahead of the 
game before you start.

The 10-round polymer magazine is easy 
to load and engages positively in the maga-
zine well by feel without the need to look 
each time it’s inserted. Some rimfires can 
be lacking in this respect but not the T1x. I 
fired more than 800 rounds with no feeding 
or extraction failures, testament to the 
action, polymer magazine and seven vari-
eties of test ammunition.

Contessa steel Picatinny rail
The Contessa-branded steel Picatinny rail 
supplied was of premium quality - $165 for 
a Picatinny rail machined specifically for 
the T1x receiver is great value. The rail 

Pete Kincade

Tikka and Steiner
a winning combination

>

The all-new TIKA T1x MTR 
in .22LR - shooting off 

the bipod and field-style 
butt bag the rifle gave 

consistent accuracy.
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aesthetics match perfectly and avoid the 
look of a ‘one size fits all’ solution. As soon 
as the rifle arrived I removed the barrelled 
action from the stock, cleaned it and 
checked the trigger pull which broke crisp 
and clean with no hint of creep at 31/8lb.

Steiner Ranger 4-16x56 scope
On reassembly I torqued the action 
fasteners to 30-inch pounds (dry threads) 
then fitted the Steiner Ranger 4-16x56 
scope and set eye-relief. The supplied rings 
also bore the Steiner brand and were of 
excellent quality. The 30mm medium height 
H-Series rings are light but dimensionally 
substantial and finished in an attractive 
matte black hard anodize with Steiner logo. 
The top ring fasteners torqued up evenly 
without canting of the scope reticle during 
the torqueing process, a sign of round and 
true internal dimensions of the top and 
bottom rings. Recommended retail price of 
the H-Series rings is $135, good value for 
high-quality items.

Once the reticle was squared and eye 
relief set I torqued the top-half rings to 
25-inch pounds, side fasteners on the 
bottom half of the rings (two per ring) 
torqued to 40-inch pounds. Light thread 
lock adhesive was used only on the 
Picatinny rail fasteners, not the scope ring 
fasteners.

For the lifetime of the product Beretta 
Australia will repair or replace the scope 
at no charge though the Steiner Heritage 
Warranty doesn’t cover loss, theft, delib-
erate damage or cosmetic damage that 
doesn’t hinder performance of the product. 
No warranty card needed, no receipt 
required and the warranty is fully transfer-
able to future owners.

This scope, because of its features, 
adds versatility to any rimfire rifle. The 
4-16 magnification range and positive 
side-mounted parallax adjustment mean 
sighting can be set for walk and stalk in 
various scenarios in the morning then 
dialled for longer range, still hunting shots 
in afternoon and early evening. I found 

the illuminated red dot in the centre of 
the reticle sharp and fine, just like the 
cross-hairs. A feature of the cross-hairs 
that aids in faster target acquisition are the 
half-heavy posts left, right and bottom that 
become fine posts to the central red dot.

Dot intensity adjustment was positive 
and precise as was parallax adjustment. 
Although dot intensity is marked for 
moonlight and daylight settings, I didn’t 
need to refer to these markings, I just set 

the desired intensity based on what I saw 
through the scope. There was no backlash 
in either the parallax, dot intensity or turret 
adjustments which speaks volumes on the 
internal quality of the scope. Dioptre adjust-
ment gave a perfect sight picture when 
wearing my specs and I can’t say this about 
every scope I look through.

Windage and elevation adjustments 
were precise and repeatable and I like the 
fact this is a ‘metric’ scope. All my long-
range centrefire shooting is done with first 
focal plane scopes and milrad reticles and 
turrets. The Steiner Ranger (second focal 
plane) turret adjustments are metric with 
each click equating to 10mm at 100m. The 
metric system just makes sense and I find 
it easier to work with for precision shooting 
with either focal plane.

What about the glass and perceived light 
transmission? This is a mid-priced variable 
power scope with all the features required 
for precise shooting out to medium ranges. 
It lends itself well to still and walkabout 
hunting from dawn to dusk and doubles well 

T1x 22 MTR mounted in the camo stock from a 
Tikka T3x stainless 308. Receiver and bottom-

metal footprints are the same, both series share 
the steel recoil lug with stocks interchangeable.

The impressive 
Steiner Ranger 

4-16x56 riflescope. >

Trigger broke crisp and 
clean at just over 3lb.

Tikka and Steiner - a winning combination
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Insane Tikka Clearance
Limited Stock

Tikka Lite 20" threaded 6.5CM
Was $1215, now just $895

Add a factory muzzle brake for just $100
Add a spare factory 6-shot mag for just $55

Tikka Lite Stainless 20" threaded 6.5CM
Was $1395, now just $995

Add a factory muzzle brake for just $100
Add a spare factory 6-shot mag for just $55

Tikka Varmint Stainless 20" threaded .308 
Win was $1780, now just $1359

Free factory muzzle brake valued at $200
Add a spare factory 6-shot mag for just $55

Tikka CTR 
20" threaded .308 or 24" threaded 6.5CM

Was $1965, now just $1595
Add a factory muzzle brake for just $130, 

normally $260. Add a spare factory 10-shot 
mag for just $120, normally $240

  Crazy Steyr 
    RFP Deal
    Steyr RFP .22LR 
    semi-auto pistol
Cased with one mag
Was $715 just $299
That’s $249 if you pay in full!
Additional spare 10-shot mags
Were $80 just $29 with pistol purchase

Steyr Scout Green 
& Mud Clearance

.308 in Green or Mud just $2499
.223 in Green just $2499

Last chance to get one in these colours

Steyr Ranger .308
Last available, now discontinued. Reduced 

to clear, amazing value. Normally $3680
High round mag kit & 2x10-rnd mags
Adjustable cheekpiece, muzzle brake,

integral bipod.
Further reduced to $2395

Steyr SSG-04A1 .308 and .300 Win Mag
Was $5170, limited stock at $3875

Steyr Pro Hunter .300 Win Mag
Limited stock at $895

Winchester 1892 Short 45LC
Reduced from $1760, just $1299

Massive Trijicon Clearance
Trijicon Accupower Scopes

Trijicon Accupower 2.5-10x56
Green or red duplex
Was $1340, Just 970

Trijicon Accupower 3-9x40
Red or green duplex or MOA dot.

Was $1385, just $795

Trijicon Accupower 4-16x50
Red or green duplex, red mil-square or 

red MOA
Was $1675, just $1145

Trijicon Accupoint Scopes

Trijicon Accupoint 1-4x24 amber duplex
Was $1845, just $1195

Trijicon Accupoint 1-6x24
Green duplex or green dircle dot

Was $2345, just $1599

Trijicon Accupoint 2.5-10x56
Duplex or mil-dot in amber or green 

Was $1825, just $1145

Trijicon Accupoint 2.5-12.5x42
Green duplex or MOA dot

Was $2175, just $1490

Trijicon Accupoint 3-9x40, 
Amber duplex or mil-dot
Was $1685, just $1030

Trijicon Accupoint 4-16x50 
Green mil-dot or MOA dot

Was $2345, Now $1599

Trijicon Accupoint 5-20x50
Green or amber in mil-dot or duplex

Was $2560, just $1570

         Nite Site Spotter Xtreme
  Hand-held Night Vision System
Just $899, Save $1000, was $1899

Browning Maral Composite Nordic
Just landed in .308

4 only at introductory price
Just $2649

PMII

S&B PMII 1-8x24 short dot CC CQB2 $4510
S&B PMII 1-8x24 short dot dual 

CC MDR-T6 $6395

S&B PMII 10x42 P3 $2485

S&B PMII 3-20x50 P4FL $4690

S&B PMII 5-25x56 DT P4FL $4175
S&B PMII 5-25x56 DT GR2ID $4295
S&B PMII 5-25x56 DT MSR2 $4295

S&B PMII 5-25x56 DT Tremor3 $5375

S&B PMII 5-25x56 LT/MTC P4FL $4995
S&B PMII 5-25x56 LT/MTC GR2ID $5095
S&B PMII 5-25x56 LT/MTC MSR2 $5095

S&B PMII 5-25x56 LT/MTC 
RAL8000 P4FL $4995

S&B PMII 12-50x56 P4F $4240

CZ 455 Synthetic Carbon .22LR $795

CZ Carbon Thumbhole .22LR $949

CZ 455 Mini Sniper Carbon .22LR $1155

CZ 527 Varmint MTR in .222 Rem
Very limited stock just $1095

CZ 75 SP-01 Shadow 
Black 9mm
Cased with 3 mags
Only $1249
Very limited supply due this month. 
Last at this price, 
secure with a deposit now.

CZ 75 Shadow 2 9mm
Urban Grey
Cased with 3 mags
Last available at old price
$1780 while stocks last

CZ Shadow 2 Australia
Reduced from $1985 
to same price as a 
standard Shadow 2.
2 sets of alloy grips 
with Southern Cross, 
one red one blue, 3 mags with base 
plates and an extended mag release.
Just $1780, limited stock.

CZ 455 Synthetic .22WMR
Just $699, limited stock.

End of fi nancial year clearance. Pay in full during December 
or January and get a further $50 off on any fi rearm purchase 

in this advert. Now Stocking S&B

Hungaria

S&B Hungaria 8x56, 
A4 or A7 reticle $895

Klassik Fixed

S&B Klassik 6x42 A7 $1190

S&B Klassik 10x42 A7 $1249

Klassik Variable

S&B Klassik 2.5-10x56 L7 $2055

S&B Klassic 3-12x42 L7 $2055

S&B Klassik 4-16x50 A7 $1995
S&B Klassik 4-16x50 BDC 

A7 or P3 $2135

Zenith

S&B Zenith 2.5-10x56 FD7 $2335
S&B Zenith 2.5-10x56 BDC FD7 $2470

S&B Zenith 3-12x56 A7 $1725
S&B Zenith 3-12x50 FD7 $2335

S&B Zenith 3-12x50 ASV FD7 $2470

Summit

S&B Summit 2.5-10x40 A4 or A7 reticle
Special price while stocks last

Normally $2200 Just $1690

Stratos

S&B Stratos 1.5-8x42 FD7 $2885
S&B Stratos 1.5-8x42 BDC FD7 $3195

S&B Stratos 2.5-13x56 FD7 $2990
S&B Stratos 2.5-13x56 BDC FD7 $3195

Exos

S&B Exos 1-8x24 FD7 $3095
S&B Exos 1-8x24 BDC CQB2 $3270

S&B Exos 3-21x50 D7 $3995

Polar T96

S&B Polar T96 2.5-10x50 L7 $2885
S&B Polar T96 2.5-10x50 BDC L7 $3120

S&B Polar T96 3-12x54 L7 $2885
S&B Polar T96 3-12x54 BDC L7 $3120

S&B Polar T96 4-16x56 L7 $3240
S&B Polar T96 4-16x56 BDC L7 $3460

S&B Polar T96 4-16x56 BDC P4F $3650
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as a club-level competition scope. The glass 
exceeded my expectations for light trans-
mission and clarity in a mid-priced optic and 
combined with the lifetime warranty, peace 
of mind is guaranteed.

An important attribute for any scope is 
the size of the ‘eye box’ behind the ocular 
lens. This one has more than ample which 
contributed greatly to lack of eye strain 
when watching wind indicators on the 
100yd target frame and the same would 
apply in the field.

Ammunition
Seven brands of popular rimfire ammo 
were fired on several bench sessions at 
100yds - Sellier & Bellot 40gr subsonic lead 
hollow-point, Sellier & Bellot 40gr stan-
dard velocity lead semi-spitzer, Sellier & 
Bellot 38gr high velocity hollow-point, CCI 
Mini-Mag 36gr copper-plated hollow-point, 
RWS Sport Line Target Rifle 40gr lead 
round nose, Winchester Subsonic 40gr lead 
hollow-point and Winchester Power-Point 
40gr copper-plated hollow-point.

Conclusion
Tikka’s T1x MTR in 22LR, like the previ-
ously reviewed model in 17 HMR, is an 
excellent rimfire rifle suitable for preci-
sion small game harvesting and club-level 
rimfire competition and feels like a quality 
piece of hunting equipment. The bolt cycles 
smoothly and pick-up and extraction were 
flawless for the more than 800 rounds fired 
during several sessions.

The trigger is crisp, creep-free and 
breaks cleanly every time and because it’s 
adjustable (same group as the T3x centre-
fire series) can be set up for hunting one 
day and lightened for competition the next. 

T1x 22 MTR 
Specifications
Total length: 1020mm
Barrel length: 510mm, threaded 
muzzle and steel thread cap
Barrel material: Chromium 
molybdenum
Twist/lands: 1 in 16.5" - 6
Weight: 2.6kg
Open sights: No
Receiver: Dovetail 11mm drilled and 
tapped for rail
Trigger: Single stage, same as centrefire 
T3x Series
Detachable magazine: 1x10-round 
polymer
RRP: Rifle only $1019 inc GST

Steiner Ranger 4-16x56 scope
		  Parallax adjustment	 50m bis infinity
Magnification:	 4-16x	 Reticle	 4A-I
Objective tube diameter:	 63.5mm	 Focal plane	 Second focal plane
Effective objective:	 56mm	 Reticle adjustment per	 10mm
diameter		  click at 100m	
Weight:	 720g	 Max adjustment in cm	 85-55cm
		  at 100m - elevation/windage
Length:	 368mm	 Centre tube diameter	 30mm
		  Eye piece diameter	 44.3mm
Exit pupil:	 12-4.5mm	 High Performance	 High contrast
		  Optics
Field of view at 100m:	 9.2-2.3m	 Water pressure proof	 Up to 2m
Eye relief:	 90mm	 Steiner Nitrogen	 Yes
		  Pressure System	
Dioptre setting:	 -3 to +2
RRP:	 $1989 inc GST
Scope warranty:	 Steiner Heritage Warranty for life of the product

The safety sits under my thumb as it does 
on Tikka’s centrefires and this familiarity 
of fit, form and function make the rifle 
feel comfortable and intuitive. The barrel 
profile is neither light nor heavy, it’s a well-
balanced hybrid that makes the rifle fast 
into action off-hand and precise from bench 
or prone. The polymer stock is interchange-
able with other Tikka T series stocks and 
there’s a great choice from the aftermarket 
should you wish to customise beyond the 
Tikka factory options.

Bottom line? This is a well-made, 

Best group measured 
1.163", five shots at 100yds 
with RWS Target Rifle 40gr 
standard velocity.

well-balanced, solid, accurate 22 rimfire 
and the one reviewed was not a fussy eater 
when it came to ammunition. Combined 
with the Steiner Ranger 4-16x56 this rifle’s 
not a plinker it’s a serious rimfire hunter 
and club level rimfire competition rifle all in 
one. The Multi-Task Rimfire moniker sums 
up the market this high-quality rimfire is 
aimed at. I enjoyed shooting the T1x 22 as 
it was consistently accurate with several 
brands of ammunition although as is gener-
ally the case, one or two shot a little better 
than the rest. .

Rail screws were fastened with mild thread-
lock and torqued to 25-inch pounds.

Tikka and Steiner - a winning combination
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J agemann might not be a name that 
first jumps to mind for Australian 
shooters who reload their own 
ammunition but this relatively new 

entrant to the Australian market is in fact 
one of the largest rifle and pistol brass case 
manufacturers in the US, producing more 
than 300 million cases a year.

Jagemann Sporting Group as a division of 
Jagemann Stamping Company was founded 
in Manitowoc, Wisconsin and has a history 
dating back to 1946. Initially specialising in 
short-run orders made on hand-fed single 
operation presses, taking advantage of the 
booming automotive industry in the mid-
1970s, they moved into automated transfer 
presses and progressive dies, forming parts 
to exacting customer specifications.

Today their capabilities extend to more 
than 70 presses ranging in size from 15-100 
tons delivering a wide range of distinct 
pressing capacities. They’re also heavily 

invested in plastic injection moulding 
with a separate Tennessee-based factory 
producing polymer pistol magazines to 
precise original equipment manufacturer 
(OEM) requirements.

In researching this article it would appear 
perhaps the lack of immediate brand recog-
nition may be due to the fact that, over 
the years, Jagemann have been more of an 
OEM for other companies. In other words, 
they’ve been a commercial manufacturer 
selling to the ammunition manufacturing 
trade as opposed to marketing and selling 
their own product to the general public. So 
it may well be you already have experience 
with Jagemann brass under another name.

The Jagemann Sporting Group website 
states that standard casing dimensions and 
tolerances have been modified to achieve 
maximum performance and the firm’s 
in-house tooling and engineering capabili-
ties provide the ability to customise casing 

dimensions for use with specific projectiles. 
This in effect means if, for example, you’re 
a major ammunition manufacturer and want 
to start loading a specific projectile, they 
can tailor case dimensions to suit your 
requirements. I’ve also seen reference 
to Jagemann Brass being used by certain 
ammunition companies for US Defence 
contracts.

Here, Tasco Sales Australia are importers 
and distributors of Jagemann Brass and 
provided Australian Shooter with samples 
for review. I’d note the Jagemann website 
lists 15 rifle and 15 handgun calibres avail-
able, including all the more popular and 
prevalent listings. Tasco provided pistol 
cases in 9mm Luger and rifle cases in 
.223 Remington, .243 Winchester, .308 
Winchester and 6.5 Creedmoor, covering 
our most prolific calibres in both popularity 
and sales as well as the recently trending 
favourite for many in 6.5 Creedmoor.

Daniel O’Dea

Top brass
Jagemann are on the case
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Forbes Wholesale Pty Ltd, PO Box 589, Eltham, Vic 3095   
Phone: 03 9439 6111  Mobile: 0419 376 624  

Email: forbes@forbesws.com.au  
Website: www.forbesws.com.au

DLN: 407-000-00F

ABN: 91 006 005 465

Although brass casings for a specific 
calibre may, in the main, share identical 
industry standard external dimensions, 
variation in weight and construction will 
quite often alter internal volume. Most 
notably this is the case with military brass 
which is often thicker in the case head, 
web and rim areas to withstand the higher-
pressure loads required for reliable cycling 
in fully automatic rifles and machine-guns, 
along with the additional battering cases 
experience when firing in such weapons.

A simple way to access consistency in 
volume is to weigh your cases, the heavier 

the case for same external dimensions 
would indicate a lower internal volume and 
vice-versa. Likewise a high consistency 
in case weight would indicate high consis-
tency in internal volume and, in reloading, 
consistency means accuracy, the reason 
some competition benchrest shooters sort 
their cases by weight.

For most of us who just reload for prac-
tical shooting and hunting I’ve heard it said 
weighing case is like riding a rocking horse 
- you can do it but it’s not going to get you 
anywhere. But for the purpose of review 
I thought it was a good starting point to 
evaluate consistency in manufacture.

I started by weighing 50 Jagemann .308 
Winchester cases and found the standard 
deviation top to bottom was +/- 0.1 grams 
or 1.54 grains. Worth noting is 78 per cent 
of the same batch fell within a standard 
deviation of just 0.05g or 0.77gr. I repeated 
the same with 50 Jagemann 6.5 Creedmoor 
cases and the sample for consistency was 
even tighter with overall standard deviation 
only 0.07g or 1.08gr. I gave up there and 
then as it was clear tolerance in this area 
was held to a very tight standard.

I had a similar experience measuring case 
length, straining my eyes trying to discern 
fractions of a millimetre from one case 
to the next on my Vernier Caliper. > The brass is sold as prepped and ready to go.

Cases were 
measured 
and 
weighted for 
consistency.

Top brass - Jagemann are on the case
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• Anywhere
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Primer pockets and flash holes appeared 
completely concentric and overall all the 
brass presented as a high-quality product.

Jagemann claim to beat their competi-
tors in three key areas: tighter tolerances, 
greater concentricity and more reloads 
per case. To test the latter I set up a 
reloading press on my range bench and 
went about firing and reloading the same 
Jagemann case. Using my Remington 700P 
in .308 Winchester I selected a single new 
Jagemann .308 Winchester case and noted 
both case length and diameter at the head 
to record stretching and expansion.

I chose a typical load of 45gr of ADI 
2208 and used an old box of basic 150gr 
Hornady Spire point projectiles I had spare 
with some RWS primers and proceeded 
to fire, measure and reload the same case 
15 times. Commonly you might size brand 
new brass before first loading, if for no 
other reason than to ensure concentric case 

necks, however Jagemann claim their cases 
are prepped and ready to go so I didn’t 
touch the case to start with, just primed 
it, charged it up with 2208 and seated the 
projectile.

Straight out of the bag the case length 
started at 51.06mm but in first fire forming 
actually stepped back to 50.90mm, which 
coincidentally is the recognised trim to 
length (2.005") for the .308 Winchester 
cartridge. After the first five firings the case 
had grown back to 51mm neat, by the tenth 
go it had stretched to 51.10mm, on the 14th 
firing it just reached the maximum case 
length at 51.18mm (2.015") and on the 15th 
firing finished at 51.20mm, a smidgen over 
the maximum case length. I stopped the 
experiment there, mainly because it was 

Checking case 
expansion 

between 
firings. 

9mm pistol cases and 
other components ready 
for their first loading.

Top brass - Jagemann are on the case
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about 50C on the range and about the same 
again in wind chill. I’d had enough!

During the exercise I hadn’t touched the 
case apart from full length resizing between 
firings, no chamfering the case mouth or 
anything that would remove material. I 
did clean the primer pockets after firings 
five and 10 although this was barely neces-
sary as the pockets looked clean enough, 
more habit then anything. I use a Lee 
Auto Primer Hand Tool which gives a good 
feel when seating primers and the primer 
pocket felt just as tight on the last firing as 
it did for the first.

Over the whole experiment there was no 
discernible expansion at case head which 
started at 11.84mm (0.466") before first 
firing and expanded to 11.99mm (0.470") 
thereafter for each and every firing. Feeding 
and extraction remained easy from start 
to finish and I’d note 45gr of ADI 2208 is a 
medium load and about a 1-1.5gr off listed 
maximum, depending on the projectile etc. 
Naturally if loading to maximum you’ll be 
working your brass harder.

As it stood I feel with the Jagemann 
case as tested, once trimmed I could have 
likely gone another 15 loadings without 
issue. As an aside, while I wasn’t shooting 
for accuracy and was reloading with basic 
components, all 15 rounds landed within 
about 1.5MOA.

I ran a couple of hundred Jagemann 9mm 
cases through some standard production 
pistols then through my Dillon 650 progres-
sive reloading press a couple of times to 
seamless performance, and I’d wager as I’m 
shooting Minor Factor for IPSC competition 
there’s more chance I’ll lose the cases on 
the range before I can wear them out!

All the Jagemann brass tested showed 
a high level of performance in the three 
key areas the company promotes - toler-
ances were tight, concentricity was great 
and the brass held up well to the working 
of multiple times of full-length resizing, 

The test wasn’t 
for accuracy but 

15 rounds ran out 
to approximately 
1.5MOA overall.

The Jagemann 
.308 case (left) 
after 15 firings 
beside an 
unfired case.

indicating long case life over many reloads. 
I paired the Jagemann 6.5 Creedmoor 
cases with some match grade projectiles 
and primers with outstanding results while 
testing the Lithgow LA105 Woomera, 
proving a good match to the other premium 
components used.

As stated Tasco Sales Australia are 
importers and distributors for Jagemann 
Brass and a check online shows it well 
represented with the majority of local 
gunstores. Sold in bags of 50 or 100 
depending on calibre, it also appears well 
priced against many competitors so should 
prove popular and appears great value for 
money. More at tsaoutdoors.com.au .

Top brass - Jagemann are on the case
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S porting firearms carrying the Ceska 
zbrojovka (CZ) name are some-
thing of a fixture in the Australian 
marketplace now. That’s especially 

true of their rimfire rifles, successors to 
the much venerated and still popular Brno 
rimfires that won the hearts and minds of 
rabbit shooters nationwide in the 1950s and 
’60s. These days CZ is recognised as one 
of the world leaders in development and 
manufacture of rimfire rifles, thanks in no 
small way to the success of their 452 and 
455 models.

The CZ 457 family is the current evolu-
tionary stage of the CZ rimfire line so when 
Winchester Australia offered Australian 
Shooter a 457 Premium model in .22 WMR 
for review I was happy to accept. The 
Premium is just one of six rifles in the 
range which includes the Royal, American, 
Lux, Jaguar and Training Rifle models.

CZ 457 Premium
With its classic European design this is a 
striking rifle in many ways. Every person 
I showed it to described it as either good 
looking or beautiful, not a bad start for any 
new product on the market. Good looks 
aside, the rifle also has a number of design 
features which set it apart from previous 
lines of CZ rimfires.

Receiver
This retains the modular design of the 455 
which allows barrels to be easily changed, 
though its appearance is distinctly different. 
The rear portion of the integral dovetail 
on top of the receiver is longer and instead 
of being a simple cylinder there’s a ‘flat’ 
machined on either side of the receiver, 
the flat on the left housing a bolt stop/
release lever, a departure from the 455 
that requires the trigger to be depressed 

to allow bolt removal. The flat on the right 
is slotted to accommodate the root of the 
bolt handle locking the action closed. The 
flat below the slot has two dots - one red, 
one white - indicating the ready to fire (red, 
back) or safe (white, forward) status of the 
rifle and the mid-section is stamped ‘Made 
in Czech Republic’.

The magazine well and trigger group 
attached to the bottom of the receiver are 
the same as those for the 455 models, 
the receiver secured in the stock by a 
pair of star screws which engage below 
the receiver ring and behind the trigger 
group. A transverse slot at the rear of the 
receiver bottom houses a rectangular steel 
stock insert that locates the receiver in 
the stock.

Barrel
The 60.9cm (24") hammer forged barrel is a 

Premium product
CZ’s new 457 a welcome addition
John Dunn

>

Component parts of the rifle.
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slip-fit into the receiver ring and secured by 
a pair of angled grub screws in the bottom 
of the ring, a system allowing interchange-
ability of barrels as required. Barrels cham-
bered in .17HMR, .22LR and .22 WMR are 
available for the rifle, all interchangeable 
with those of the CZ 455.

The rear sight on the 457 Premium 
barrel is elevation adjustable from 25-200m 
via a slider working along the length of 
the flat spring-tensioned sight leaf, the 
sight plate having a U-shaped notch with 
windage adjustable via small opposed 
screws on either side. The front sight 
is ramp-mounted with a high visibility 
insert, elevation adjustable through a pair 
of small screws in the front of the ramp. A 
lightweight spring steel sight protector is 
fitted.

The front of the barrel is screwed ½"x20 
threads per inch to accept a compensator 
or sound moderator where legal, a knurled 
ring provided to protect the thread and 
the muzzle has a slightly recessed, angled 
crown. Both barrel and receiver along with 
all other ‘blued’ parts have a Bobux surface 
treatment claimed to provide superior 
protection.

Bolt
The 457 bolt has three main parts, the 
bright steel front half the familiar CZ bolt 
we all know. It has a recessed face with 
twin hooks - one the extractor the other 
a case guide - both secured by a C-shaped 
spring around the body.

The underside of the bolt incorporates a 
raised, longitudinal square section bar that 
runs in a corresponding groove in the bolt 
guide in the bottom of the receiver above 
the magazine well. The bolt guide incor-
porates a hook ejector that runs in the slot 
machined alongside the bolt guide bar and 
when the bolt is drawn back, the head of 
the spent case snags on the ejector and is 
kicked out of the action through the ejec-
tion port right of the receiver.

The blued steel handle makes up the 
mid-section of the bolt assembly, throw of 
the handle reduced by 300 which makes it a 
little faster to operate while allowing larger 
scopes to be fitted lower on the receiver, a 
boon in terms of fit and comfort. The bolt 
cocks on closing, a red cocking indicator 
protruding from the back of the bolt lock 
where it’s easily seen and felt.

The rear section, called the lock in the 
manual, is a new design much more stream-
lined than the original (photos detail the 
differences better than I can with words). 
Inside the bolt the weight of the striker has 
been reduced by 60 per cent to provide a 

Premium product - CZ’s new 457 a welcome addition

>

Trigger group showing adjustment 
screws on the front and top front 
of the trigger itself.

Rear sight had to be 
removed to fit the 

scope, indicating a 
more compact scope 

required.

http://keenhunter.com
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Great Australian

OUTDOORS2019 Issue 1 - $10.95 incl. GST

Stay where red dirt is 

framed by rocky rang
es

Fund your adven
ture  

with casual work

Ikara-Flinders 

Ranges

Explore, earn, enjoy!

Australia’s first 

magazine of  

destination,  

exploration and 

conservation

Prepare for the w
orst 

hope for the bes
t Our iconic Outback

Environmental volunteers 
in action

PREMIERE EDITION

Top 10 4x4 tips

At last, our 
 big country has a  

big outdoors magazine!
We uniquely consult with environmental experts, farmers, 

fishers and those charged with protecting Australia’s 
landscape to take an in-depth look at issues affecting 
Australia’s outdoors, along with showcasing beautiful 

destinations and providing travel tips, reviews and more.

140 pages

onlineshop.ssaa.org.auposted  
in Australia

$9.95
Only

http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
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Need somewhere to hunt?

Visit farmerassist.com.au for more details

Want to help farmers with 
their pest issues?
Register now for SSAA’s 
Farmer Assist program.

faster lock time and less impact shock when 
the rifle is fired.

Trigger
This is completely different to what 
we’ve been used to on CZ rimfire rifles. 
Screwed to the bottom of the receiver, 
it’s designed to provide user adjustments 
of weight of pull and trigger travel after 
firing via a couple of screws on the front 
of the trigger group housing. According to 
the CZ website, weight of pull is adjust-
able from 8-15 Newtons (1.78-3.37lb) and 
trigger travel from 0.5 to 0.7mm. A third 
screw near the top front of the trigger itself 
adjusts trigger travel length before firing. 

Incorporated into the trigger group is 
a lever safety that works in conjunction 
with painted dots on the right side of the 
receiver mentioned earlier. Engaged, the 
safety blocks the trigger but allows the 
bolt to be cycled and chamber emptied, a 
huge improvement on the original safety 
mounted on the rear of the bolt.

Stock
Undoubtedly the most eye-catching compo-
nent of the rifle, it’s carved from a lovely 
piece of oil-finished Turkish walnut, the 
styling undeniably European being graceful, 

Premium product - CZ’s new 457 a welcome addition

elegant and easy to handle. The buttstock 
has a slightly raised but otherwise tradi-
tional hog’s back comb, on the left a nicely 
contoured Bavarian-style cheekpiece. 
There’s a rubber recoil pad and, on the toe 
of the stock, a QD sling swivel base.

The pistol grip is more sharply angled 
than the American style, hand-filling 
with a palmswell on the right. There are 
panels of laser-cut chequering on either 
side of the grip with a smaller, additional 
teardrop-shaped panel for the pad of the 
shooting hand thumb on the right-hand 
side. From the pistol grip forward the belly 
and forearm taper gently upward, the stock 
finished with a rather dramatic Schnabel 
fore-end tip made from dark laminated 

timber, attached at a sharp angle. Both 
sides of the forearm have panels of laser-
cut chequering which include the wording 
‘CZ 457 Premium’.

Internally the barrel channel and receiver 
mortice are cleanly cut and lightly sealed 
against the weather, inletting for the trigger 
guard and frame excellent with neat wood-
to-metal fit. Pillars of lightly compressible 
bedding material are used around each of 
the action screw holes and, according to the 
website, are designed to provide constant 
pressure on the screws and prevent them 
working loose. Marks inside the receiver 
mortice indicate the bottom of the receiver 
sits tight against the pillars when the 
screws are tightened.

Right side of receiver showing location of the 
safety lever.

Front of the barrel showing adjustable foresight 
and bevelled muzzle with threaded end.

The CZ 457 bolt is quite different to previous 
models.

The left of the 
buttstock has a 
Bavarian-style 
cheekpiece.

http://farmerassist.com.au
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Firearm registries contact details

ACT Phone: 02 6133 2122
Fax: 02 6133 2188

NSW Phone: 1300 362 562 
or 02 6670 8590
Fax: 02 6670 8558

NT Phone: 08 8922 3543
Fax: 08 8922 3540

Qld Phone: 07 3015 7777
Fax: 07 3015 7788

SA Phone: 08 7322 3346
 Fax: 08 7322 4182

Tas Phone: 03 6173 2720
 Fax: 03 6230 2765

Vic Phone: 1300 651 645
 Fax: 03 9247 6485

WA Phone: 1300 171 011
Fax: 08 9454 1522

For current regulations for storing and transporting firearms, 
please contact your state or territory’s firearms registry.

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.
P R O M O T I N G  G U N  S A F E T Y

ssaa.org.au/licensing

SECURE Your Gun
SECURE Your Sport

SPECIFICATIONS
Make: CZ
Model: 457 Premium
Action: Bolt-action
Calibres/twist: .17 HMR/9, .22LR/16, 
.22WMR/16 (tested)
Trigger/safety: Trigger user adjustable 
for weight of pull and travel, side lever 
safety
Barrel: 60.9cm, hammer forged
Sights: Adjustable front and rear, 
dovetailed receiver for scope mounting
Magazine: Five-shot polymer
Stock: Turkish walnut, classic European 
styling with Bavarian cheekpiece
Overall length: 108.4cm
Weight: 2.9kg bare
Distributor: Winchester Australia
RRP: $1195 - talk to your dealer

Premium product - CZ’s new 457 a welcome addition

Range and field testing
For testing, a 3-9x40 Meopta Meopro 
scope with Z-Plex reticle and 452 mounts 
were supplied along with Winchester and 
Browning ammunition. Because the 3-9x40 
scope was too long in the body the rear 
sight had to be removed, heads-up that 
a more compact sight like a 6x42 would 
perhaps have been more appropriate. Initial 
sighting-in was done at 25m before moving 
the targets out to 50 then 100m.

All up I tried seven different ammuni-
tion types and as is always the case with 
rimfires, not all suited the 457’s require-
ments. Group sizes at 100m ranged from 
around 20-50mm-plus with fliers the 
primary reason for some of the larger 
groups along with some wind-drift prob-
lems during my second range session. Like 
all rimfire calibres the .22 Magnum doesn’t 
travel too well at longer ranges when 
there’s any sort of breeze and for what it’s 
worth, the ammunition loaded with the 
lighter 30gr bullets seemed to fare better 
than those pushing out a 40gr projectile.

Rabbits are as scarce as hens’ teeth in my 
part of the world at present so I didn’t get 
to use the rifle on game, not that it matters. 
The .22 WMR has been around long enough 
for experienced hunters to know what 

The receiver mortice is cleanly cut and finished - notice the 
pillars of bedding material around the action screw holes.

it’s capable of and, given the choice, I still 
prefer the cartridge over both the .17HMR 
and .17WSM. That makes me old school I 
know but, in my experience, the .22 WMR 
is a far more consistent performer.

Overview
I’ve always liked the CZ rimfire range and 
the 457 Premium hasn’t changed that. It 
looks great, handles well and will no doubt 
provide years of reliable performance given 
a little TLC and regular cleaning. It takes 
the CZ story another step forward and it 
will be interesting to see how the marque 
develops. Watch this space - I doubt the 
story is over yet. .

The bolt stop/
release on the left 

rear side of the 
receiver.

http://ssaa.org.au/licensing
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A nother rainy day on the coast 
has me wishing with all my 
might the rain would fall for my 
farmer friends. This drought is 

so draining - physically, financially and 
mentally - that I struggle to understand 
how anyone can fight their way through it. 
Indeed, according to the Centre for Rural 
and Remote Mental Health, the suicide rate 
in rural and remote Australia is 50 per cent 
higher than in our cities. Not to mention 
anxiety, depression and good old-fashioned 
worry.

Yet despite all this our farmers continue 
to open their homes and hearts to us. So 
how can we find a way to help them when 
they’re struggling through drought condi-
tions? I must state up front I’m not trained 
in psychology in any way nor in any field 
of mental health treatment, what follows is 

based purely on my own observations after 
many years of visiting farms.

Nor do I want to give the impression I 
think farmers are sitting in a corner crying 
into their coffee - farmers are the hardest 
working, most resilient and inventive group 
of people I have ever had the pleasure to 
spend time with. But drought is a relentless 
and unforgiving beast.

There are lots of things we can do to help 
ease the situation without even visiting a 
farm. One way to help farmers, which we’re 
all capable of doing, is to buy Aussie-grown 
produce and there are support programs 
to consider like Buy a Bale or Parma for a 
Farmer. These not only provide tangible 
assistance but send the message that 
people do care, and if you’re friends with 
a farmer, take time to give them a call and 
check in.

What about on-farm support? Of course 
there’s feral and pest animal control and the 
SSAA Farmer Assist program which brings 
our caring members together with rural 
people, but during my past couple of visits 
to friend’s farms I’ve hardly fired a shot. 
It seems the feral population is as badly 
affected by drought as the farm stock, so 
what else can you do?

Perhaps bring a special meal with you 
(my mates like seafood), cook for your 
hosts or buy them lunch in town. This 
shows your gratitude and takes a little bit 
of pressure out of the kitchen and is some-
thing that will be remembered and talked 
about for a long time, trust me.

If you have special work skills like 
plumbing or mechanics I’m sure the offer 
of help would be greatly appreciated or 
if, like me, you don’t have special skills, 

Dave Burgess

The 
unforgiving 
beast
Help our drought-stricken farmers

In a normal 
season crops 

would be waist 
high in this 

paddock.

The arrival of this hay 
truck is good news for 
stock but at $150 a ton a 
real worry for the farmer.

This creek crossing 
usually holds 45cm 
of water but has 
been bone dry for 
two years.
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think about what else you might be able to 
offer. I can ride a bike or quad bike so can 
help muster, check fences, stock, dams for 
bogged animals and water levels and most 
of us can drive a ute, so we can move water 
to dry paddocks and deliver feed to hungry 
animals.

I won’t lie - this is hot, dusty, dirty and 
sometimes dangerous work but I’m sure 
the farmer will give clear instructions and 
keep you out of harm’s way. I can say from 
experience that a cold beer after a warm 
day in the yard with six or seven hundred 
sheep is just about heaven.

Probably the most important thing to do, 
in my humble opinion, is to communicate 
with the whole family. The wife or partner 
is generally a business partner as well, so 
would fully understand the ramifications of 
this prolonged drought and no doubt feel 
the same level of pressure. There would 
also be added stresses on the family like 
putting food on the table, household chores 
and caring for children who need to get to 
and from school which may require bus 
trips, pick-ups and drop-offs. This might be 
something you could help with to free-up 
parents to do other things.

Country youngsters are pretty tuned in 
to how the farm works and while they may 
not say much, I’m sure they understand the 
difference between getting a low price for 
stock at the sales and seeing stock waste 
away in paddocks due to lack of fodder. Just 
for a moment put yourself and your family 
in that situation - how would your children 
get through it? I’m sure you’ll agree that 
in times like these there’s no such thing as 
too much support. In my own case I didn’t 
feel I had the ability to counsel kids through 
this type of catastrophe but what I could do 
was make my trip fun for them.

I was invited to visit our friend’s farm 
nearly 30 years ago. At the time their two 
children were in primary school and we 
became instant buddies (I guess we were 

the same mental age!) We used to tell 
jokes, play games and generally be silly and 
I was like a crazy uncle. Those two are now 
in their early 40s and we still get together 
from time to time and at a recent dinner 
one of them told me how much they’d look 
forward to my farm visits, actually cheering 
when they saw my car rolling up the 
driveway. The point is, you can have a posi-
tive impact on youngsters if you make time 
and put in the effort.

You can’t do all these things in one visit 
but maybe you can manage one or two and 
I can assure you the effort will not go unno-
ticed. You’ll make lifelong friends which 
in most cases far outweighs any shooting 
experience you’ll ever have. It certainly has 
in my case. .

The unforgiving beast

Dry, grassless 
top soil will 
simply blow 
away.

You can’t drive past 
this - if not released 

these animals will 
die an awful death.

Bores like this are 
now the only water on 
many properties but 
cost tens of thousands 
of dollars each with no 
guarantee of success.

Try as you might 
you won’t get a 
drink from this 
dried-up dam.
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T his is the second ATA shotgun I’ve 
reviewed since they were intro-
duced into Australia about seven 
years ago by distributor Nioa of 

Queensland. I must say the guns have been 
highly reliable as an import from Turkey, 
both models based on a copied Beretta 
action and named after the popular Italian 
686 series of shotguns. I’m not sure how 
this arrangement came about but the guns 
seem well made and are backed by a five-
year warranty, reflecting the confidence 
Nioa has in ATA shotguns. I haven’t been 
able to fault them.

The 686CL has a black chromed barrel 
rather than a blued one, something obvi-
ously done to avoid any corrosion say, for 
example, in brackish swamp water where 
the gun would come into its own as a water-
fowl hunter’s delight. The case hardened 
finish on the receiver along with its black 
matte barrels avoids any unnecessary glints 
that may spook ducks.

I’m impressed by the price of this gun at 
around $1650 along with its case and full set 
of internal choke tubes, again modelled on 
the popular Mobil chokes used by Beretta 
and other manufacturers, and the quality 
of the walnut in the stock and fore-end of 
the 686CL is also striking for a gun below 
$3000, the price level at which I’d usually 
see such excellence.

Barrels
At 760mm (30") the barrels of the ATA 
686CL look amazing with their matte black 
chromed coating. Topped with a 7mm 
parallel ventilated rib that’s also black 
chrome plated and instilled with a stipple 
finished (non-reflective pattern on top), 
the ATA 686CL has all of the makings of a 
gun suited to sporting clays but additionally 
hunting, waterfowl in particular.

At the muzzle, the top rib has a red trans-
parent filament sight which attracts light 
under most conditions to give the shooter 
some idea of the relative placement of the 
muzzle in respect to the target, even in 

The new 686CL  
Sports from ATA
John McDougall

>
John McDougall 

puts the ATA 
686CL to the test.
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LYMAN BRASS SMITH CASE TRIMMER VARIABLE SPEED, 10 BUSHES 
TO SUIT MOST POPULAR CALIBRES, NO PILOTS REQUIRED, LONG 
LASTING CARBIDE CUTTER, TRIMS APPROX 15 CASES PER MINUTE, 
.001” ADJUSTMENT WHEEL COMPACT DESIGN. 
IT’S A BEAUTY ............................................................................. ONLY $295

FEDERAL POWER-SHOK 223 55GR SP ........................................$185/200 
FEDERAL POWER-SHOK 22-250 55GR SP ...................................$265/200 
FEDERAL POWER-SHOK 243 80GR OR 100GR SP .....................$285/200 
FEDERAL POWER-SHOK 270 130GR OR 150GR SP ...................$310/200 
FEDERAL POWER-SHOK 30/30 150GR SP  ..................................$285/200
FEDERAL POWER-SHOK 308 150GR OR 180GR SP  .................  $265/200

FEDERAL AMERICAN EAGLE 9MM  
115GR TSJ SYNTECH AMMO  .......................................................  $230/500
CCI C24 22WMR MAXI MAG 40GR HP  ........................................  $195/500

HAVE A SAFE AND MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM EVERYONE AT 
HORSLEY PARK GUN SHOP - ONLY CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAYS  
OVER THE XMAS BREAK

1848 The Horsley Drive HORSLEY PARK NSW 2175
PHONE 02 9620 1313 • 02 9620 1235 • 02 9620 1430 • 02 9620 1960  FAX 02 9620 1449  EMAIL sales@hpgs.biz
ABN 85 003 914 850 DLN 410 582 683  •  ALL PRICES INCLUDE GST AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
Please Note: Some items listed above may sellout before ad is released.  While this is unavoidable we will endeavour to keep prices as marked but may change without notice. 

Australi
a’s 

Gunshop
WHERE EVERYDAY 

IS A SALE DAY!

OTHER XMAS SPECIALS

AMMO SPECIALS

NOW YOU CAN SHOP ONLINE - www.hpgs.com.au

AVAILABLE ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST
Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide

LIKE US

LYMAN BORECAM DIGITAL BORE SCOPE WITH MONITOR ..............$475
CALDWELL PRECISION PREMIUM CHRONOGRAPH KIT .................  $340
LYMAN CYCLONE ROTARY CASE TUMBLER .....................................$399
LYMAN CASE PREP EXPRESS .............................................................$299
LYMAN LONG RANGE PRECISION RIFLE RELOADING MANUAL ......  $29 
 
BUSHNELL PROFESSIONAL BORESIGHT KIT  
WITH ARBORS 17CAL-45CAL ...............................................................$165 
REDFIELD RAMPAGE 20-60X60 SPOTTING SCOPE KIT ....................$375 
REDFIELD RAMPAGE 20-60X80 ANGLED SPOTTING SCOPE KIT ....$525 
BUSHNELL PRIME 16-48X50 BLACK SPOTTING SCOPE KIT ............$385 
BUSHNELL AR223 4.5-18X40 BDC SIDE FOCUS SCOPE ..................  $169 
BUSHNELL AR308 4.5-18X40 BDC SIDE FOCUS SCOPE ..................  $179 
BUSHNELL TROPHY XTREME 2.5-15X50 DOA LR600  
ILL RETICLE 30MM ................................................................................$420 
LEUPOLD RIFLEMAN 4-12X40 MATTE BTR SCOPE ...........................$395 
LEUPOLD RIFLEMAN 4-12X40 MATTE WIDE DUPLEX SCOPE .........  $395 
BUSHNELL TROPHY BONE-COLLECTOR  
10X42 GREEN BINOCULARS ................................................................$175 
BUSHNELL ENGAGE 10X42 ED BLACK BINOCULARS .......................$480 
BUSHNELL ENGAGE 8X42 ED BLACK BINOCULARS ........................  $450

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS

RUGER PRECISION RIMFIRE 22LR RIFLE 18” FIXED STOCK WITH 
FACTORY FITTED 15 RND MAGAZINE (LAST ONES AVAILABLE) ....  $860

ANSCHUTZ 1416DC CLASSIC 22LR - 1 ONLY V-6113 .......................$1395
ANSCHUTZ 1416DKL CLASSIC 22LR W/SIGHTS - 1 ONLY W-9329 .$1395
ANSCHUTZ 1416 DKV CLASSIC - 1 ONLY V-7460 .............................$1395

 

RUGER AMERICAN RANCH RIFLE 223 BLUED  
16” THREADED AR 10RD MAG .............................................................$840
RUGER AMERICAN STAINLESS SYNTHETIC 223, 243, 270 ...............$795

RUGER 77 LONG RANGE TARGET HEAVY 26” MIL SPEC BARRELL WITH 
MUZZLE BREAK 20MOA RAIL,TARGET STOCK WITH 2 WAY ADJ COMB 
AND L.O.P, 10RD AI MAG 2 STAGE TRIGGER,  
6.5 CREEDMOOR & 300 WIN MAG .....................................................$2050 
SAVAGE AXIS 223 STAINLESS/SYNTHETIC PACKAGE W/FACTORY 
FITTED BUSHNELL 3-9X40 SCOPE AND MOUNTS ............................  $595
SAVAGE 10BA STEALTH 223 16” & 308 20” (NSW COMPLIANT) 
10 SHOT ................................................................................................$2250
SAVAGE 110BA STEALTH 5 SHOT 300 WIN MAG 24” BARREL WITH 
BREAK (NSW COMPLIANT) .................................................................$2795
SAVAGE 110BA STEALTH 5 SHOT 338 LAP 24” BARREL WITH BREAK 
(NSW COMPLIANT) ..............................................................................$3075

KIMBER 84M PRO-VARMINT 223 22” FLUTED STAINLESS, PILLAR 
BEDDED, ADJUSTABLE TRIGGER, MATCH GRADE CHAMBER
1 ONLY AT THIS UNBELIEVEABLE PRICE .........................................$1895

SUPER SPECIAL

http://www.hpgs.com.au
mailto:sales%40hpgs.biz?subject=
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lower-than-normal light conditions. There’s 
no mid sight fitted to the rib to avoid gun 
canting.

The ribs joining the barrels are solid 
as opposed to ventilated and contribute 
nicely to the overall weight of the barrels 
at 1.48kg. There are no signs of residual 
solder from assembling the barrels, quality 
assurance in this area seemingly excellent 
which is not always the case with lesser-
priced guns from Turkey. Fully internal 
Mobil chokes are installed at the muzzle, 
five supplied with the 686CL from skeet 
to full choke. Also supplied is a propeller-
style choke tube spanner which is easy to 
operate and positive in its action.

The chamber end is suited to 76mm 
(3") cartridges in both steel and lead shot 
loadings and speaking with a representa-
tive from Nioa, it’s recommended no more 
than half-choke should be used with the 

686CL when employing steel shot loads and 
that all shot sizes are compatible with that 
combination. This is a reassuring directive 
as the guns are not proofed under CIP but 
guaranteed by the Turkish Government.

Also at the chamber end I particularly 
liked the jewel polishing around the mono-
bloc, great for maintaining lubricants to 
avoid unnecessary wear as metal against 
metal operates. I prefer a light Teflon-based 
oil rather than grease which will attract 
grit. The ejectors are strong and well timed, 
expelling empties well clear of the breech 
in readiness for quick reloading, again much 
like Beretta.

Receiver
Many shooters will like the colour case 
hardening on the ATA 686CL and I don’t 

Great combination - the 
ATA 686CL and Eley Superb 

shotshells in size 8 shot.

The action open.

The new 686CL Sports from ATA

Also available 
in your favourite 
digital format

ORDER NOW!
Order online now!

$11.95
posted -

member price 
only

HANDGUN 18

onlineshop.ssaa.org.au

http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
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believe it has been done in the traditional 
manner with charcoal and bone under high 
temperature but nonetheless, whether it 
has been done with cyanide or through 
another heat treatment process then 
lacquered to preserve the case hardening, 
the finish is one of the better ones I’ve seen 

on such heat-treated gun receivers.
I feel it necessary for the benefit of 

newcomers who may be looking for a first 
shotgun to mention that side-plated guns 
don’t always equate to much more expen-
sive ‘side-lock’ options. Side-plated guns 
are more often a boxlock gun with the firing 

mechanism located behind the breech to 
the rear of the monobloc, whereas side-lock 
guns have the firing mechanism attached to 
the side-plates. The ATA 686CL is actually 
a boxlock gun with side-plates to accom-
modate greater coverage by the colour 
case hardening - the firing mechanism is 
not attached to the side plates and it’s not a 
side-lock gun.

The monobloc of the 686CL is like 
Beretta’s, from the locking pinions 
extending from the breech face to close the 
gun to the bifurcated trunions that join the 
barrels to the action/receiver, the similari-
ties are amazing. Probably the only major 
difference ATA have adopted as opposed to 
the Italian giant on which the gun has been 
modelled is the adoption of mechanically 
operated triggers.

I have a preference for such a trigger 
system to enable selection of the second 
barrel to fire independent of the first to >

The stylish ATA 686CL.

Stylish lines are 
complemented by 

extensive colour case 
hardening.

The new 686CL Sports from ATA

ORDER NOW ONLINE DIRECTLY FROM
FOX FOUR - FREE DELIVERY to Your Local Dealer!

Firearm Dealer Licence Number: 781-900-90F
ABN: 92 358 759 066

To order - Go to www.foxfouronlineshop.com to Make your Purchase.
 One of our friendly staa will contact you to organise payment and shipping details

12 Gauge | 20“ / 30“ Barrel Length | 5 Round Detachable Magazine  | Tactical Sights

BARATHRUM SP-12 (WALNUT)

12 Gauge | 20“ / 30“ Barrel Length | 5 Round Detachable Magazine | Rifle Sights

BARATHRUM SP-12 (SYNTHETIC)

12 Gauge | 20“ / 30“ Barrel Length | 5 Round Detachable Magazine | Tactical Sights

BARATHRUM SP-12 (TACTICAL)

12 Gauge | 30“ Barrel Length | Ejector System | Trap Ejector with Adjustable | Walnut Stock

BARATHRUM SP-ONE

$799.00

$799.00

$799.00

$899.00

http://www.foxfouronlineshop.com
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SPECIFICATIONS
Maker: ATA Turkey
Distributor: Nioa
Model: 686CL
Overall length: 1205mm (47½")
Barrel length: 760mm (30")
Barrel weight: 1.48kg (3lb 4oz)
Chamber: 12-gauge, 76mm (3") 
chambered
Proof: Recommended for use with all 
steel shot sizes with no more than half/
modified choke
Bore size: Under 0.722", over 0.722"
Chokes: Skeet 0.720", Imp. Cyl. 0.715", 
Modified 0.703", Imp. Mod. 0.672", Full 
0.688"
Stock dimensions: Length of pull 
370mm (14½"), drop at comb 35mm 
(13/8"), drop at heel 55mm (2¼")
Trigger pulls: Under 5lb, over 5lb
Warranty: Five years
Accessories: Suede case, all chokes and 
spanner in plastic case and gun socks
Price: RRP $1650 but shop around

shift the inertia block in an inertia-operated 
system. With a mechanical trigger system 
you’ll always have the ability to fire a 
second shot, which I like not only in a 
sporter but also a hunting shotgun.

Design of the top lever for opening the 
gun is well tensioned and comfortable to 
use, placement of the barrel selector-cum-
safety catch also conveniently located on 
the top tang to the rear of the breech. This 
operates positively with some resistance 
which means it can’t easily be shifted 
from its selected position. The barrel 
selector has one dot to indicate firing of 
the lower barrel and two dots for firing the 
upper barrel first, such as you’d use for an 
incoming target. 

The size of the triggerguard is generous 
and complements the lines of the 686CL. 
It’s not colour case hardened but black 
chromed, again to provide protection from 
unsavoury elements. Shape of the trig-
gerfoot is good with triggers adjusted to 
release at around 5lb each which, although 
I found a little heavy, can be adjusted by a 
competent gunsmith to around 3½-4lb for 
better control.

Stock and fore-end
The walnut woodwork on the review gun 
was sound and according to Nioa is Grade 
2 woodwork, the character and colour 
excellent. Chequering about the stock and 
fore-end is not overly generous and was 
obviously done with a laser-guided machine 
as overruns were absent, the ATA shield 
carved into both sides of the ‘tulip’ or 
Schnabel-shaped fore-end. Chequering is 
completed at around 18 lines per inch with 
a single line border struck around the fore-
end and stock chequering.

It’s comforting to see a significant recoil 
pad fitted to the the stock, this one a ‘slip 
pad’ style whereas the top segment is hard 
plastic polymer to brush over clothing 
without catching loose garments. I was 
appreciative of the 15mm rubber recoil 
pad as I shot some heavier recoiling loads 
during assessment whereas the Eley 

Superb loads I mainly used were a delight, 
well matched to the weight of the gun and 
smashing targets with ease.

In the field
A visit to several gun clubs during horren-
dous weather provided a great deal of 
enjoyment and shooting Eley 28g Superb 
loads in size 8 shot seemed a perfect match 
for the quarter and improved modified 
chokes I installed in the barrels. The wind 
played havoc with targets but the 686CL 
with its lighter weight at 3.5kg moved about 
and if anything I shot in front of targets I 
missed due to the liveliness of the gun. 
Scores posted around 17/25 to 20/25 were 
pretty good for a gun straight out the box 
under such testing conditions.

In conclusion, I’d be hard pressed to find 
another shotgun that offered the features 
of the ATA 686CL as standard. The forcing 
cones could be lengthened to cut back a 
touch on recoil and the triggers adjusted 
marginally but otherwise this brilliant 
shotgun from Turkey with a five-year 
warranty is top value. I’d have enjoyed 
some field shooting on ducks or quail 

The ATA 686CL’s choke tubes and spanner.

but sadly the review coincided with the 
off-season. 

During the NSW rice shooting season for 
example, I’d recommend the 686CL or try it 
as an-entrance level gun for sporting clays. 
Just like the last ATA shotgun I reviewed 
the 686CL is very good to excellent value 
for money especially with suede case and 
all accessories. Recommended retail price 
is about $1650 but if you shop around you 
might find it for a little over $1525. More at 
nioa.com.au .

The walnut stock on the ATA 686CL 
is exceptional for the price.

The new 686CL Sports from ATA

http://nioa.com.au
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U S-based Warne Scope Mounts 
has been on the scene producing 
quality scope-mounting solutions 
since 1992 but interestingly the 

company has a uniquely Australian connec-
tion dating back as far as 1947. So what is 
that connection? Well it’s all in the name 
- founder John Llewellyn Warne, otherwise 
known as Jack Warne, is the same Jack 
Warne who in 1947 founded Sporting Arms 
Ltd in Adelaide. He died last October.

Sporting Arms was famous for the 
‘Sportco’ range of products with Jack 
Warne designing a firearms and accessories 

range which at the time would not only 
enjoy 30 per cent of the total Australian 
firearms market but whose designs would 
also be sold to and marketed by US giant 
Winchester. Warne would later licence with 
US firm Omark Industries to manufacture 
all their fastening guns for the construction 
industry which led in 1966 to Omark buying 
out Sporting Arms in a friendly takeover.

In 1968 Jack Warne would move to 
Portland, Oregon to take up a senior 
management role with Omark where, 
as Chief Operating Officer, he oversaw 
Omark’s acquisition of companies such as 

CCI, Speer, RCBS, Outers and Weaver. By 
retirement in 1985 he’d ended up as the 
President and Chief Operating Officer of 
the company having built Omark’s sporting 
equipment division from zero to more than 
$100m in sales per year in 1985.

The story goes that after 38 years in the 
industry he became bored with the idea of 
retirement, as in 1991 he founded the Warne 
Manufacturing Company to focus on the 
design and manufacturer of a quick detach-
able scope-mounting system. The rest, as 
they say, is history and today Warne makes 
an extensive range of rails, mounts, rings 

Warne scope 
mounts and rings
Daniel O’Dea

Mountain Tech rails come in standard and 
20MOA.

The selection of 
Warne products for 

review.

>



74   Australian Shooter

and associated tools and products. Locally, 
Warne products are distributed by Tasco 
Sales Australia who sent Australian Shooter 
some of the latest offerings for review.

Warne Mountain Tech
Warne’s Mountain Tech range of rings 
and bases offer a lightweight precision 
option for scope mounting and, according 
to their website, were designed working 
on the principle of the old tenet ‘ounces 
are pounds and pounds are pain’. They’re 
CNC machined from 7075/T6 aluminum for 
high strength and low weight that’s then 
hardcoat anodised for a Mil-Spec finish 
which offers great resistance to wear, tear 
and corrosion and protection against the 
elements.

The bases are available in one- and two-
piece as well as tactical rail with variants 
and options for just about all current model 
firearms from all major manufacturers. 
The tactical rails come in both standard 
and 20MOA configuration and feature self-
centring hardware for precise alignment to 
your receiver and are both 1913 (Picatinny) 
and NATO-STANAG compatible. 

The Warne Mountain Tech rings are of 
a conventional horizontal split-ring design 
available for 1", 30mm and 34mm scope 
tube diameters and come in Low, Medium, 
High and MSR Ideal, the latter designed 
specifically for use on Modern Sporting 
Rifles (read US civilian AR15 variants) 
which generally require extra-high scope 
fitment which perhaps aren’t so relevant to 
our domestic market.

The rings include an integral stainless 

steel recoil lug cross bolt with a Mil-Spec 
65in/lb (torque) ½" tactical nut for secure 
rail or base clamping. The top ring split 
is clamped around the scope tube via four 
Torx style T-15 socket cap screws with 
recommended torque of 25in/lb. All rings 
are good for fitment to both Weaver or 
Picatinny-style bases and rails and again are 
NATO-STANAG compatible. 

Maxima Horizontal
From the very start in 1992 Warne have 
been best known for their Maxima verti-
cally split, steel scope rings. more recently 
came a more conventional style all-steel 
horizontal split ring variant in the Maxima 
Horizontal range. The new rings are made 

inhouse using proprietary sintered steel 
technology, a process of powdered metal-
lurgy where powdered metal is moulded 
by compaction in a closed die before being 
heated and treated to produce a product of 
high strength and uniformity. It’s a process 
commonly used by the automotive industry 
for making gears, clutches and parts.

Maxima rings feature four screw ring 
caps, again with Torx-style T-15 socket 
cap screws and permanently installed 
recoil keys (lugs). The rings are clamped 
in place by twin T-15 screws instead of 
the ½" tactical nut on the Mountain Tech 
rings, giving a neat flush finish to the side 
of the ring and excellent holding strength. 
Incredibly, Warne guarantee return to zero 

Warne scope mounts and rings

The TW1 and TW65 
would make a 
handy addition to 
any tool kit.

Maxima Horizontal all-steel fixed scope rings 
have four screw ring caps and permanently 
installed recoil lugs.

The TW65 with ¼" square drive 
can be used for other purposes 
requiring fixed torque of 65in/
lb such as the action bolts 
mounting this Howa 1500 action 
into a Southern Cross Small Arms 
TSP chassis.

>
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Warne scope mounts and rings

on all their rings when removing and reat-
taching your optic.

Maxima Horizontal rings come in 1" and 
30mm variants and as with the Mountain 
Tech are good for fitment to both Weaver 
or Picatinny-style bases and rails and are 
also NATO-STANAG compatible. 

Warne torque wrenches
As well as rings and bases Warne offer a 
select range of tools including two special-
purpose torque wrenches. Over the years 
I’ve mounted more scopes on rifles than 
I could count and quickly discovered one 
of the greatest considerations is locking 
down scope rings. Of course you want 
to make sure you have enough tension 
on the ring screws to prevent shifting 
under recoil while at the same time you 
don’t want to torque them down so tight 
you crush or damage the scope tube. The 
Warne TW1 is a purpose torque wrench 
made specially for the job and takes all the 
guess work out of the process.

Warne recommend a torque setting of 
25in/lb for both their rings and bases and 
the TW1 is a simple T-shaped ‘break away’ 
torque wrench that lets the operator know 
when the proper torque setting is reached 
by free spooling once 25in/lb has been 
applied. The TW1 features a comfortable 
oversized grip leading to a T15 Torx drive 
bit. T15 Torx-headed screws are not only 
used on Warne rings and bases but are 
prominent throughout the industry so this 
clever little tool would make a great addi-
tion to any shooter’s tool kit. 

It’s worth noting that while Warne 
encourage use of a non-permanent thread 
locking compound (like 222 or 243 Loctite) 
on their bases they do not recommend 
the use of such compounds on scope ring 
screws. They claim it’s unnecessary as it 

can lead to possible scope damage from 
the overtightening of screws and limits the 
ease of scope removal. Likewise, Warne 
claim their rings are made with such preci-
sion that, if properly installed, lapping is 
of no benefit and if alignment was found 
to be out it would be a greater issue than 
anything lapping could possibly improve.

Besides Warne’s TW1 scope mount 
torque wrench is also their TW65 tactical 
scope mount torque wrench, a unit specifi-
cally designed for tightening those large 
hex nuts predominantly found on Long 
Range Tactical-styled scope rings and 
mounts. These have a recommended 
torque setting of 65in/lb and, as the name 
suggest, that’s what the TW65 is preset 
to. The TW65 is an electronic unit where 
once the 65in/lb setting is reached it 
illuminates a red light, emits a beep and 
provides a tactile click. You’d think that 
just might be enough to put the idea across 

you’ve achieved said desired setting.
The TW65 has a ¼" drive and comes 

with what would appear a longer series 
½" socket, however the unit can be used 
with other ¼" drive sockets to torque to 
the same setting. Warne rings use ½" nuts 
hence the socket, but some manufacturers 
use 12mm in which case you’d provide 
your own socket. Torque setting is not 
adjustable but I can’t see why the wrench 
couldn’t be used in other applications 
requiring 65in/lb torque as that’s often 
recommended as an action screw torque 
setting by several manufactures.

The TW65 runs on two CR2025 
batteries supplied in a tray in the base of 
the handle and although the electronics 
provide those audible and visual indica-
tors, the wrench will work fine without 
batteries as you can still rely on the tactile 
click or felt break away as with the TW1. 
The TW65 can also be used for loosening 
nuts with no impact on electronics or 
torque operation and has an oil-resistant 
rubber coating which feels good in the 
hand and is easy to use. It also offers a 
warranty for the life of the product.

For the single gun set-and-forget 
rifleman these tools might not see much 
use but for those with a few rifles who like 
to tinker and find themselves changing 
scopes or adjusting mounts frequently,  
once used both the TW1 and TW65 
wrenches may well become indispensable. 
And the use of such tools also goes a long 
way to assuring return to zero where bulky 
optics might be removed for transit or 
storage. More at tsaoutdoors.com.au. .

The TW1 with T15 Torx 
drive is perfect for locking 
down scope ring screws to 
the recommended 25in/
lb setting.

Once the fixed 
setting of 65in/

lb is reached the 
drive spools free 
with a beep and 
bright red light.

http://tsaoutdoors.com.au
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rifle and guide flying towards a snow-capped 
mountain before sunrise. The chopper 
landed and we stepped out on to snow, the 
little Robinson R44 disappearing into the 
valley and, as the sound of the motor faded, 
the mountaintop fell eerily silent.

First light was upon us and in the chill 
mountain air Dave led me off the moun-
tain towards a saddle below, on the way 
glassing bull tahrs making their way out to 
the bluffs to enjoy the sunrise. On reaching 
our destination we had to be quiet now, we 
were hunting tahrs on the southern face of 
the valley and the wind was not favourable. 
Climbing again, we stayed out of sight on 
the other side of the ridge, avoiding the 

Tahr man
High hopes in thin air of NZ

Chris Redlich

>

I had just finished a chamois hunt in the 
mountains of New Zealand and with 
just as much excitement and now more 
acclimatised was off to the same valley, 

guide Dave Campbell and I back to target a 
bull tahr last seen with his nannies. After 
some glassing with binoculars and spotting 
scope we couldn’t trace the tahr and as we 
made our way up the ridge we spotted fresh 
bootprints in the mud. “I think someone has 
beaten us to it,” said Dave, “unless they’re 
spooked tahr don’t usually travel far.”

Our fears were confirmed as we rounded 
the bluffs further up the valley and spotted 
something out of place on a scree slip - the 
tahr we’d been hunting, a dead bull without 

his cape and horns. Someone had been 
there the previous day. We changed plan 
and headed for home, hunting wallabies 
on the way out. Introduced from Australia 
some time ago, wallabies are a major pest 
in NZ, required to be shot on sight and this 
was a good way to put in some practice with 
the .300WSM.

Two days left of a six-day hunt and Dave 
made plans for a chopper to fly us to the 
top of another mountain where tahrs were 
frequently seen, an alternative to hiking a 
few hours to their altitude. As time wasn’t 
on my side I opted for the chopper, that way 
I could concentrate more on hunting than 
trekking and day five found me with pack, 

Glassing for tahrs. Australian Shooter   77 
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skyline and our scent being carried to the 
targets.

We spotted a lone bull on our side of the 
ridge, a youngster with small horns and 
unaware of our presence as he fed away 
from us around the ridge and out of sight. 
This underlined how important it was to 
remain stealthy as a wary tahr could ruin 
the stalk. Every so often we lay face down 
and peered over the ridge glassing for 
bulls, a few good ones closer now so we 
planned our strategy.

Up the ridge we climbed to the top and 
peering out again spotted the tahr we’d 
glassed earlier. Staying out of sight we 
made our way down the back of a steep 
and rocky knife-edge ridge to the end of a 
bluff. On our way down a startled bull tahr 
gave a ‘whistle’ and bounded effortlessly 
over the rocks and off to safety in the 
opposite direction, thankfully not alerting 
the bulls we were after.

I moved into position to glass the two 
bulls as Dave and I debated their size. They 
were busy working their nannies and had 
no idea we were perched high above them 
at 150m. Their dark-coloured shaggy capes 
looked magnificent and in my opinion a bull 
tahr cape is a trophy on its own.

With both having the same dark cape the 
decision was made to take the one with 
the best horns and I worked myself into a 
comfortable firing position on the jagged 
rocks. Now settled, I aimed at the tahr as 
he was about to disappear with his nanny 
and as I fired, the suppressed .300WSM 
shot didn’t startle any surrounding game 
as the bull was well hit with a single 165gr 
projectile to the chest. I was ecstatic 

having secured my first bull tahr amid 
some truly awesome scenery and didn’t 
move for a few minutes, taking it all in.

Before retrieving the trophy we rock-
hopped across some bluffs and slips to 
check out more bulls to the east. I was 
happy with my lot but enjoyed watching 
these majestic animals as they made light 
work of really tricky terrain, their hairy 
capes blowing in the wind as each bull 

Ready for caping - 
Chris is hanging on 
tight to the tahr to 
stop it rolling back 
down the chute.

Two NZ pest 
wallabies fell to 
the .300WSM.

Tahr man - High hopes in thin air of NZ
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stood high on a rock in a display of domi-
nance. A few photos later we made the 
nail-biting climb across the face and down 
to my tahr in the scree chute, clutching 
whatever tussocks I could.

He was an awesome creature much 
larger than I expected, his cape beautiful 
and horns just topping the benchmark 12" 
meaning all the effort had been worth-
while. Photos and cape taken, we stowed 
the 30kg load in my pack and as Dave had 
given the chopper pilot a time to pick us 
up we had to hike out of there and back to 
the saddle. 

The steep drops below made me 
nervous so I figured a hard but short 
stomp up the ridge would be easier than 
sidling the slips and with the decision 
made it was pack on, rifle slung then the 
climb back to the landing zone. A faint roar 
of engines and the chop of rotor blades 
signalled the Robinson making its way up 
the valley and in no time at all we loaded 
up and headed for home.

I didn’t think the weather was going 
to hold but with my six-day window 
drawing to a close I’d secured both my 
intended trophies. Before this trip I held 
high expectations and Dave and Hayley 
Campbell of Outback Hunting New 
Zealand helped me exceed all of them. The 
last day was spent on final preparations, 

With rifle and trophy 
loaded it’s time for the 

chopper ride home.

There’s nothing 
easy about caping 
a tahr on the side 

of a mountain.

including cleaning my hunting gear and 
trophies thoroughly for the trip home, 
skulls boiled and bleached and horns 
treated for bacteria.

I packed them carefully in my suit-
case luggage and on arrival at Brisbane 
Airport breezed through Customs with my 
declared goods, Australian Border Security 
staff polite and unassuming. It pays to do 
your homework on import and quarantine 
requirements before you leave the country 
and this information is on the Australian 
Border Security website.

The capes were tanned in NZ and 
mailed to me a few months later and I 
must mention how receptive the Kiwi 
public are to hunting. The locals I met 
could tell I was an Aussie and would often 
ask whether I was hunting or skiing. 
“Hunting,” I’d say. “Great, what did you 
get?” would be the reply, which highlighted 
the difference between our cultures and 
how engrained hunting is there, something 
I was very encouraged by. .

Cape off, ready 
to pack for the 
climb out.

Removing horns from 
skull cap after boiling.

Tahr man - High hopes in thin air of NZ
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For the DIY enthusiast or handyman, 
full or shoulder mounts for your 
trophies can be impractical for a 
whole range of reasons. Firstly, 

it’s a learnt craft, then there’s the need 
for appropriate working implements and 
equipment incorporating tanning tanks 
and solutions, various artificial animal 
forms and moulds and associated assembly 
bits and pieces. Hence European skull 
mounts are an alternative that require less 
effort and equipment and are much more 
affordable.

I’m an average handyman who gave it a 
bit of thought and applied myself and the 
end results were pretty pleasing and often 
a talking point with others. While there 
may be an initial outlay to procure some 
tools and equipment, if not already held 
they’ll serve to mount other trophies in 
future.

If contemplating a full body or shoulder 
mount it’s a good idea to visit a taxider-
mist or taxidermy outlet beforehand to 

decide on mount type - for example a deer 
shoulder mount with a head pose tilted 
left or right to better fit your wall or game 
room - and to ascertain the all-important 
cost.  

Mounting boards
A self-designed template can be easily 
made by placing the skull, cap or form on 
a suitably sized piece of stiff cardboard 
and outlining round the base of the shape. 
Cutting an inch or two away from the 
outline all round will not only provide 
the required shield size but also allow for 
routing the edges. If attaching a plaque, 
make the board longer at the base. 

The edges of the timber can be routed 
or left with a natural edge if using 
natural log-cut timber pieces. Similarly, 
the surface can be left rough, smooth-
sanded for staining and lacquering or just 
lacquered or oiled to reveal the timber’s 
fine grain such as in redgum or burl. If you 
don’t have a router perhaps an obliging 

friend can assist. And keep each template 
for future shield mounts.

Depending on condition of the timber 
surface, scratches and general marks 
can be easily removed by sanding with 
different grades of timber sandpaper 
that range in coarseness from 40 to 600 
and higher, the higher the grade number 
the finer the sandpaper. A cut strip of 
sandpaper wrapped around a block of 
wood or similar-sized piece of cork that 
comfortably fits into your palm will suffice. 
Applying the sanding in an upward and 
downward motion along the length of the 
timber will give an even surface finish 
while spiral sanding once stained tends to 
reveal fine circling lines.  

Keyhole hangers on the rear of the 
mounting boards or shields are easy to 
affix and hang flat with the wall surface. 

Timbers and staining
The choice of timbers is extensive from 
Tasmanian walnut, blackheart, Huon Pine, 

Sam Garro

Make your own 
trophy mounts
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blackwood, myrtle, sassafras, Australian 
hardwoods, blackbutt, redgum and many 
others. Oak, pine and similar type timbers 
are easy to work with, less expensive and 
can also be stained with walnut or other 
colours for the desired effect.

The use of a folded rag lightly dipped 
in Cabots Interior Stain (Walnut) or other 
brand stain, and applied to the timber in 
a straight up and down motion along its 
length until satisfied with its appearance, 
should get the desired result. To darken 
further repeat the process once dried. If 
too much stain is applied wipe over with a 
clean rag to remove excess.

When properly dried the surface can 
be sprayed with an Estapol gloss or 
matt or brushed with clear lacquer or 
varnish.  With redgum, burl and similar 
richly figured timbers, bees wax or boiled 
linseed oil applied with a rag or steel wool 
and polishing will provide a beautiful rich 
looking finish. Again, timber preference is 
up to the individual.

Sourcing timber
Timber pieces or off-cuts can be found at 
timber mills, suppliers, recyclers and even 
online and any rustic timber piece will 
present well with the use of a little imagi-
nation and application.

Board arrangement
Trophies can be individually mounted on 
shields or boards or presented as a group 
as in the case of several sets of boar tusks. 
Some arrangements can include a full head 
or skull cap mount, bottom boar jaw with 

Applying 
walnut stain 
with a rag.

protruding tusks, top and bottom jaw, top 
deer skull or skull with the teeth sawn 
off. Additions can include retrieved bullet, 
insert photo and plaque with hunt details - 
the arrangement possibilities are endless.

A silver or brass plaque at the base of 
the shield or mount can further enhance it 
with hunt details including trophy animal, 
where taken, rifle calibre, distance shot, 
date and name of the hunter, all valid 
details to give the mount extra meaning. 
More words mean more cost and eventu-
ally I ended up buying an electric hand-
held engraving tool which initially took 

Different cut 
shield, basic tools 

and materials.

>

Cardboard 
template for 

shield design.

Trimming 
green felt 

glued to rear 
of shield.

Make your own trophy mounts
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a bit of getting use to but with practice I 
improved to a reasonable standard. 

If not a plaque then brief written details 
on the reverse of the shield or board with a 
marker pen, sprayed with clear lacquer to 
protect the writing from fading, will record 
the event and serve as a reminder.

Mounting procedure
By positioning the skull or form over the 
shield and lightly pencil marking the sides 
or points where the bone is thickest, or 
where the solid inner core of the antlers 
is for careful screw insertion from behind 
through the mounting board, will result 
in a seamless attachment. For deer skull 
caps, similarly drilling from behind into 
the solid inner core of the antlers will 
allow long screws to secure the cap to the 
mounting board.

Where a different display is desired 
using the jaw or jaw and upper section, the 
bone needs to be carefully sawn straight 
just behind where the tusks end. The cut 
or cuts need to be made as straight as 
possible or at an angle that will display the 
mount in a closed jaw or slightly opened 
position as preferred.  The length of the 
top and lower jaw should be similar so 
the bottom teeth and tusks align with the 
upper grinders.

Simplistically they can be glued on to 
a shield but if a more solid structure is 
required, the bone can be screwed on to 
a shield. When mounting the jaw or bone 
structure it’s important to insert the 
screws by hand and not over tighten.

For boar tusks on their own, position 
them over the shield in an upright horse-
shoe arrangement and lightly outline as 
this will help glue them in the correct 

position. As the board may be already 
stained, lightly sand a small section where 
each tusk will sit to ensure proper adhe-
sion, taking care not to over apply then 
wiping away any excess.

Summary
If a trophy animal or specimen you take, 
irrespective of its size or grandness, holds 
special meaning and reflects a memo-
rable occasion, it’s worth preserving and 
mounting and should be proudly displayed.  
It’s a great pastime between hunts from 
which you can derive great satisfaction and 
reward. Give it a go! .

Scrub bull mount.

Shield arrangement 
of boar tusks.

Sambar full 
skull mount.

Boar tusks from 
Cape York on 

burl timber.

Make your own trophy mounts
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The StG 44 (Sturmgewehr 44 or 
‘assault rifle 44’) is a German 
select-fire rifle developed during 
World War Two. Also known as 

the MP 43 and MP 44 (Maschinenpistole 
43 and 44), the StG 44 was the first 
successful assault rifle which featured 
select fire between full and semi-auto, an 
intermediate cartridge, controllable auto-
matic fire and was a more compact design 
than a standard rifle, intended for hitting 
targets within a few hundred metres where 
most fighting occurs.

The StG 44 was the first assault rifle-
type firearm to be accepted into wide-
spread service and put into mass produc-
tion. Its principle - the reduction of recoil 
to achieve useful automatic fire within 
actual combat ranges - was one of  the 
most important advances in small arms 
design. StG 44’s effect on post-war arms 
design was wide-ranging as evidenced 
by Mikhail Kalashnikov’s AK47 and later 
Eugene Stoner’s M16 and its variants, 
both of which were influenced by the 
concept.

The different designations MP 43, MP 
44 and StG 44 were essentially the same 
gun with minor updates in production. 
Developed from the Mkb 42(H) ‘machine 

carbine’, the StG 44 combined the charac-
teristics of a submachine-gun with that of 
a rifle and the English translation ‘assault 
rifle’ became the accepted designation for 
this type of infantry small arm.

The rifle was chambered for the 7.92x33 
Kurz cartridge, a shortened version of the 
German standard (7.92x57mm) rifle round, 
in essence an intermediate round between 
a rifle and a pistol cartridge. In combina-
tion with the gun’s selective-fire design 
it provided a compromise between the 
controllable firepower of a submachine-gun 
at close quarters with the accuracy and 
power of a Karabiner 98k bolt-action rifle 
at intermediate ranges.

While the StG 44 had less range and 
power than the more powerful infantry 
rifles of the day, studies had shown that 
few combat engagements occurred at more 
than 300m and the majority within 200m, 
thus the full rifle cartridges were not 
necessary for most uses by the average 
soldier. The gun also featured extensive 
use of stamped metal sheet parts which 
the Germans were very much pioneers of, 
but it also greatly simplified production.

During the German invasion of the 
USSR, increasing numbers of semi-auto-
matic Tokarev SVT38s and SVT40s were 

used by the Red Army, while some Soviet 
rifle companies were completely equipped 
with PPSh41 submachine-guns, and after 
experiencing high volumes of fire from 
these, the Germans re-thought their small 
arms requirements. The German Army 
had been attempting to introduce semi-
automatic rifles such as the Gewehr 41, 
but these proved troublesome in service 
due to them being quite complicated in 
design and production was insufficient to 
meet requirements.

By 1941 it was becoming clear that 
action had to be taken. The Army decided 
to select a new cartridge design, the 
Polte 7.92x33mm Kurzpatrone (‘short 
cartridge’), a shortened 7.92x57mm rifle 
cartridge intermediate between that and a 
pistol cartridge and perhaps the most revo-
lutionary part of the whole concept.

Contracts for rifles firing the 7.92x33mm 
Kurz round were issued to both Walther 
and Haenel, the latter’s design group 
headed by Hugo Schmeisser, and both 
were asked to submit prototype firearms 
under the name Maschinenkarabiner 
1942 (machine carbine) or MKb 42. Both 
designs were similar, using a gas operated 
action with select fire and since both rifles 
shared the title of Maschinenkarabiner 42 

Ivo Dimitrov

The many faces of a

German pioneer
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The German MP 43.
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the letters H and W were added to differ-
entiate, those being the first initial of each 
manufacturer - Haenel and Walther.

The MKb42 (H) along with the less 
successful MKb42 (W) were predecessors 
of the later MP 43, MP 44 and StG 44 and 
the majority of the MP 43 features came 
from the MKb 42 (H), the hammer-firing 
system and closed-bolt coming from the 
MKb 42 (W), whereas the MKb 42 (H) 
fired from an open bolt like a submachine-
gun. MKb 42 (H) were manufactured in 
sufficient quantities to be issued to front-
line troops for trials.

As work moved forward, develop-
ment halted when Hitler suspended all 
new rifle programs. He ordered newer 
submachine-guns to be built instead and 
strongly disagreed with the use of the 
Kurz ammunition, mainly due to having 
to retool factories in the middle of a war 
and associated difficulties that brought.  
To keep the MKb 42(H) development 

program alive the Heereswaffenamt 
(Armament Office) re-designated the gun 
as the Maschinenpistole 43 (MP 43) and, 
making a few improvements, pushed it as 
an upgrade to existing submachine-guns, 
Hitler eventually discovering the designa-
tion deception and halting the program 
again.

In March 1943 he allowed it to recom-
mence for evaluation purposes only. 
Running for six months until September 
1943, the evaluation produced positive 
results and Hitler allowed the MP 43 
program to continue in order to make 
mass production possible, the first MP 
43s distributed in October 1943. In April 
1944, Hitler took some interest in the 
tests and ordered the gun, with some 
minor updates, to be re-designated as the 
MP 44 in that month. In July 1944 at a 
meeting of the various army heads about 
the eastern front, when Hitler asked what 
they needed, a general exclaimed: “More 
of these new rifles!” The remark caused 
some confusion and Hitler’s response is 

The many faces of a German pioneer

The field stripped MP 43.

Designation on top of the receiver.
Serial number and year of 

manufacture (1944).

MP 43 
designation 
on the 
magazine.

fxo=Haenel maker mark on 
bottom of receiver.
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reputed to have been “What new rifle?”, 
but once he saw the MP 44 in action 
he was impressed and gave it the title 
Sturmgewehr.

Seeing the possibility of a propaganda 
gain, the rifle was again renamed as the 
Sturmgewehr 44 (StG 44) to highlight the 
new class of firearm it represented. The 
designation translates to ‘assault rifle, 
model 1944’, thereby introducing the term 
‘assault rifle’ and by the end of the war 
more than 400,000 StG 44s of all variants 
had been produced.

The StG 44 was manufactured by four 
factories: Haenel - code fxo; Steyr - codes 
bnz and swj (in 1945); Erma - codes ayf 
and qlv (in 1945) and Sauer - code ce. 
Mauser produced receivers for Haenel, 
Erma and Sauer but did not assemble 
the guns and Mauser-made receivers are 
marked with the code byf or svw.

Haenel developed the whole concept and 
produced all four versions right from the 
start - Mkb42 (H), MP43, MP44 and StG44 
and about 185,000 were made by Haenel. 
The whole Steyr production is designated 
MP44 and approximately 80,000 were 
made by them. Erma produced under the 
codes MP43, MP44 and StG44 (about 
104,000) and Sauer produced under the 
designations MP43, MP44 and StG44 
(about 55,000).

Dust cover and ejector port.

Post war use
The Sturmgewehr remained in use with 
the East German Nationale Volksarmee 
with the designation MPi.44 until even-
tually replaced by variants of the AK47 
assault rifle. The Volkspolizei used it until 
approximately 1962 when it was replaced 
by the PPSh41. Other countries to use 
the StG 44 after World War Two included 
Czechoslovakia (although it was not offi-
cially adopted) and Yugoslavia. France 
adopted captured StG 44s for colonial 
Foreign Legion units.

The example pictured is an MP43 
made by Haenel (code fxo) in early 1944 
and since the designation changed in 
April 1944 to MP44 it would have been 
made within the first four months of that 
year.  It has been refurbished post-war 
by the East German Army and used by 
them as indicated by the large X mark 
on the receiver. The selector switch is 
marked D (Dauerfeuer=full-auto) and 
E (Einzelfeuer=semi-auto). Since the 
gun used a lot of stamped sheet metal 
parts a lot of those were subcontracted 
out to different firms and on the receiver 
below the MP43 designation can be seen 

Rear sight.

be seen the code awt which belongs to 
Wuertembergische Metallwarenfabrik AG 
Geislingen, meaning this component was 
stamped by them. .

Selector switch - the ‘D’ is for full auto.

The fxo maker mark 
on the magazine.
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Australia’s population of just over 25 
million includes about one million 
people licensed to possess and use 
firearms for a variety of ‘genuine 

reasons’ laid down in our National Firearms 
Agreement (NFA). Firearms remain contro-
versial and generate interesting discus-
sion just about anywhere in the country 
and beyond, even when the discussion is 
between people who have no clue about the 
legislation and how it came to be. Opinions 
on firearms are varied, widespread and inevi-
tably throw up the name of former Prime 
Minister John Howard.

The new book which forms the subject of 
this review has been written by Professor 
Tom Frame from the University of New 
South Wales. His work addresses the 
tensions between the separate states and 
the Commonwealth in their various attempts 
to meet challenges arising from the need to 
balance public safety against the freedom of 
individuals. Although at the outset Professor 
Frame reveals he would own an AR-15 
semi-automatic rifle if the law permitted, the 
book is neither pro- nor anti-gun and takes 
no position other than the pursuit of honest 
commonsense. 

The opening chapter describes how, in 
April 1996, newly-elected PM Howard 
suddenly found himself dealing with the 

unprecedented tragedy of Port Arthur. A 
maniac armed with a self-loading military 
rifle killed dozens of unarmed men, women 
and children and wounded many more, 
simply because he could. Enabled by his 
weapons this single, disaffected loner with 
hatred for the world at large demonstrated 
in the most appalling fashion imaginable that 
he wanted to leave his mark on our history. 
In a sense he succeeded - and his mark has 
impacted on shooters across the country 
ever since.

The author does not mention the perpe-
trator of this outrage by name nor attempt 
to discuss his motives, what he is concerned 
with is how Mr Howard reacted and how the 
rest of the country responded to his reforms. 
In order to do this the book investigates the 
historical setting, initially looking at what 
many shooters still refer to as the ‘knee-jerk’ 
reaction. Removing the means by altering 
legislation to ban the types of guns deemed 
to pose the highest risk seemed obvious, 
yet to shooters, somehow flawed.  Are all 
shooters somehow collectively responsible 
for the actions of a lone lunatic?

Inevitably comparisons are drawn between 
Australia and the US whose people are 
constitutionally guaranteed the right to bear 
arms in their own defence. The immediate 
outcry from Australian shooters seeking 

compromises was flatly shut down by Mr 
Howard, earning him the title ‘Man of Steel’ 
in some quarters. Unlike the US, rightly 
or wrongly it appears most Australians are 
happier for governments in each state to 
provide protection and for individuals to 
be banned from owning firearms for self-
defence. Most Australians, remember, are 
not firearm owners.

The voice of reason
Geoff Smith

http://ssaa.org.au/e-newsletter
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In the immediate aftermath of World War 
Two there was a shift in the way Australia 
perceived itself - we moved from the bush 
to the beaches as urbanisation became the 
norm. From the early days of settlement to 
the 1990s, especially in the eastern states, 
guns weren’t especially restricted yet atti-
tudes were slowly changing. There had been 
several mass shootings previously and gun 
injuries had began to raise concerns.

The NFA changed all that dramatically. 
NSW Liberal Party President Bill Heffernan, 
described as a ‘rough and ready farmer’, 
suggested to Mr Howard he should go ahead 
as “most farmers would cool off and just hide 
their guns anyway”.  The anger among many 
shooters provoked by Mr Howard’s reaction, 
and in particular by the infamous ‘flak jacket’ 
incident, remains to this day. 

The book explores whether, and how, the 
subsequent outcomes from the NFA might 
be measured. The emergence of political 
parties supporting shooters and Gun Control 
Australia (GCA) each have attempted to 
‘show’, using statistics, what has transpired 
by way of reduced gun crime or deaths. 
For example, different incidents since have 
revealed firearms that should have been 
surrendered but weren’t, individuals who 
shouldn’t have been licensed but managed to 
obtain firearms, mistakes made by shooting 

organisations resulting from ‘tribalism and 
factionalism’, ‘virtue posturing’ by GCA 
people and the inception of the Shooting 
Industry Foundation (SIFA) acting in its own 
interests. 

The book reverts to the 1960s and ’70s by 
discussing former Attorney General Lionel 
Murphy and fears of private armed militias 
arising, Bob Hawke’s National Gun Summit, 
controversies around former state Premiers 
Unsworth and Cain who wanted a total ban 
on firearms imports and the establishment 
of the National Committee on Violence. 
In the very first issue of the Australian 
Shooters’ Journal in 1963, SSAA President 
John Bradbury called for a code of ethics for 
shooters. Gun Control Australia emerged as 
a ‘shadowy lobby group’ with few members 
but powerful contacts.

Chapter Nine entitled ‘The best thing he 
ever did’ discusses contemporary analysis of 
the NFA. There have been many arguments 
but it seems Mr Howard’s assessment of 
the data is flawed as research suggests 
little tangible benefits have resulted from 
the NFA. Detailed statistical analysis of 
the data concluded the cost of the buyback 
didn’t translate to reductions in the gun 
death rate and even prominent anti-firearms 
personality Simon Chapman could only say 
removing fast-firing guns may be effective 

in reducing mass shootings. The book is 
thoroughly researched and documented with 
numerous references for further study by 
those interested.

While conflict between the interest groups 
remains, a positive way forward appears 
to require better cooperation between the 
states. Professor Frame suggests we should 
approach gun laws in the same way as road 
laws as a set of national firearms regulations 
similar to the manner in which the National 
Road Safety Code has been developed would 
address many of the conflicting points. The 
NFA should be re-drafted in two parts, the 
first as a statement of immutable principles, 
the second addressing changes in situations 
and technology with tight rules to prevent 
alteration without proper consensus.

Anyone interested in the way in which 
personal freedom intersects with authority 
in relation to firearms ownership and use 
will find this book essential reading. It’s 
an eminently sensible and engaging read 
which, if only commonsense prevailed, could 
become an important road-map for future 
legislators.

Gun Control: What Australia got right (and 
wrong) - Professor Tom Frame, (University 
of New South Wales Press, 2019) paperback, 
200 pages, RRP $34.99. .

The voice of reason
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No doubt many hunters in my 
age bracket are like me - ‘old 
school’ - taught to hunt at an 
early age and learn such things 

as firearm safety, consideration of other 
hunters and respect for the animals them-
selves. It’s all lumped under the heading 
of ‘hunting ethics’ and one of the highest 
priorities is to be able to justify the taking 
of any animal.

All my life I’ve hunted mainly for food 
and every year I hunt and fish to stock 
the freezer and see my family and pets 
through the leaner months. I prefer fresh 
game meat and fish above shop-bought, 
it’s that simple. For a number of years 
I’ve struggled with the concept of taking 
enough for my own needs and leaving it 
at that. I’m fortunate to have access to 
numerous private properties for hunting 
and fishing and am increasingly being 
asked to shoot far more than I normally 
would as my farmer friends are being 
overrun with ferals as well as native 
animals.

The battle against the rabbit has been 
waged for decades and I couldn’t guess 
the number I’ve taken. Some years back 

when rabbits on the properties we hunt 
were out of control, farmers asked us to 
shoot as many as we could. To begin with 
we were taking some for friends and pet 
food but the numbers quickly rose into the 
hundreds each night and over a period of 
time we shot an estimated 15,000 rabbits 
and it was playing on my mind a bit. The 
farmers were rapt, being more pragmatic 
and calling them fertilizer. A recent phone 
call informed me the old wreck of a house 
we used there had been refurbished, 
partly for our benefit, and had been freshly 
painted with a stove, microwave and TV 
installed for our comfort.  

I have distant relatives in outback New 
South Wales and we go there each year to 
shoot foxes which always seem to be in 
abundance. We stay for a week or so just 
after Christmas and, on average, apart 
from taking a few pigs we cull about 60 
foxes which helps relieve pressure on the 
sheep. Ammunition and diesel is supplied 
courtesy of our farmer relatives. 

We’re keen deer hunters and have 
access to several properties where the 
sambar population has built up and, 
along with the numbers, the fact an 

adult sambar needs at least 40kg of food 
to see it through a cold winter’s night, 
you can understand farmers’ concerns 
when sambar head for their clover-filled 
paddocks as soon as the sun goes down.

Speaking recently to one of the property 
owners, the conversation naturally turned 
to the sambar which are forever in her 
paddocks. The first deer she saw there 
years ago was a hind and calf and at the 
time she thought it a lovely sight, but now 
has a different slant on it: “The bloody 
things are everywhere, eating us out of 
house and home,” she told me.

Some years back the in-laws asked us 
to take care of several sambar that were 
regularly gorging on the rolls of feed 
they’d harvested in their back paddock. A 
successful hunt a short time later had us 
catching the culprits heading back into the 
bush after a night’s grazing, the resulting 
action accounting for two deer which 
could have been three but I couldn’t bring 
myself to shoot another one.    

Upon relating our relative success to 
the in-laws we were thanked but told we 
should have shot the lot while we had the 
chance. When I said two was all I could 

The ethical  
dilemma of hunting
Leon Wright

Anna Wright with just a 
few of the foxes taken 
on a single property.
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handle at a time we were told to shoot 
them and leave them where they fell, and 
on declaring I couldn’t justify the wastage 
to my conscience was told: “Nothing’s 
wasted in the bush - something will clean 
it up”. Harsh words you may think but, on 
reflection, perfectly true as something will 
eventually feed on them.

As the old saying goes, to understand 
someone’s else problem you have to walk 
a mile in their shoes. We often see up to 
20 sambar feeding in the in-law’s paddocks 
and given they eat as much as a steer or 
thereabouts, that’s 20 head of cattle that 
can’t be run in the paddocks which, at 
today’s going rate, is a fairly hefty burden 
to bear.

After one sambar hunt I was in camp 
working on the carcass when I heard a 
vehicle approaching. Thinking it was the 
in-laws checking on their stock I didn’t 
turn until I heard an unfamiliar voice: “Tell 
me that’s the sixth one you’ve shot today.” 
It was a neighbouring farmer who was 
genuinely disappointed when I told him 
to the contrary. His parting words were: 
“Make sure you deck a few more before 
you leave.” That’s the sort of pressure 
farmers are feeling.  

Another outing had us dealing with two 
deer taken as quickly as it took to fire and 
reload. There’s a fair bit of work involved 
in breaking down one deer, let alone 
two, so we called the farmer who 

The ethical dilemma of hunting

Rabbit numbers will soar when 
breeding conditions are right, as 

Leon Wright can vouch for.

Blake Rosmulder with 
a few feral pigs which 

won’t be ravaging 
any more crops.

>
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The ethical dilemma of hunting

brought the tractor with bucket attached 
and we loaded them into that and took 
them back to camp to work on them. It 
wasn’t a problem for him, he was just 
glad to have two less deer feeding in his 
paddock.

My daughter has a small farm which 
backs on to a state forest and she’s 
plagued with kangaroos. At first we did 
nothing about it because, to be honest, it 
was nice to sit in her lounge and watch a 
few hopping about, but after a while their 
numbers were increasing rapidly. At first 
I’d take my truck out to the farm and, with 
the dog in the back barking, herd the roos 
back into the forest, but eventually some-
thing had to be done and after watching 
the bigger roos belting her horses when 
they came in to drink, my daughter applied 
for a permit.

The ranger came out and asked where 
the problem was so she pointed him in the 
direction of the back paddock. He returned 
after a while having counted about 300 
roos in that paddock and issued a permit 
to destroy 80 of them. Now there’s no 
way we were going to shoot 80 kanga-
roos at once but given my daughter has 
several dogs we took a few at a time for 
dog food. This year when she reapplied 
for the permit they increased the number 
to 150 as roos in the area were dying of 
starvation.

Being keen duck hunters we anticipate 

the Victorian duck hunting season with 
enthusiasm. We head out about three 
times a week in season and, when it’s 
over, look forward to the NSW rice season 
to continue our expeditions. The Game 
Mitigation system is run by the NSW 

Like rabbits, in favourable 
conditions ducks will rear 

young in high numbers.

Game Council and is strictly regulated, 
which a lot of rice growers have a problem 
with when they face enormous crop losses 
thanks to marauding flocks of ducks.  

One property we were shooting on had 
lots of whistling ducks dining on their rice 
and our farmer friends were frustrated 
when we told them whistlers were not 
on the list of ducks we were allowed to 
hunt - we couldn’t shoot them. Thankfully 
commonsense prevailed and after a phone 
call to the local Game Council office a 
number of whistlers were added to their 
quota and we were able to move them on.

The number of ducks worrying another 
block we were hunting on was incredible. 
When they went up the sky was black 
with them and, looking at the numbers 
allocated to that property, we soon realised 
we’d fill their quota in quick time and in 
one evening’s shoot took their quota with 
full freezers the end result. The farmers 
were frustrated when we told them they’d 
need their quotas reassessed before we 
could shoot any more.

I’ve no doubt other hunters are faced 
with the same predicament and while 
all the hunting is good to have, it can be 
a bit of a dilemma trying to juggle such 
shooting with the numbers involved and 
the ethics presented by the situation. .

Leon Wright with a 
sambar deer which 

was growing fat on a 
farmer’s feed stock.
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H ave you ever wondered what an 
Owen Machine Carbine sounds 
like when it fires? Designed in 
Australia and used throughout 

World War Two, it’s a significant part of 
Australian military history and, like many 
other historical firearms, the sound it made 
is likely to be lost . . . unless.

That’s where I come in. I have a job most 
people don’t really understand and most 
of the time don’t even know is a real job. 
I record sounds - the sounds of objects, 
creatures, people and much more - then 
use them for a huge range of purposes and 
projects including film, television and game 
production, corporate branding, education 
and training, military simulations and to 
create commercial sound effects libraries.

Some years ago I was approached by 
the Australian National Film and Sound 
Archives because of the significance of 
much of the content I’ve captured. I have 

sounds no one else has recorded and in 
general the work I do greatly complements 
the archiving of our country’s history. Many 
people take photos and video but seldom 
do we carefully capture the sounds of our 
world. This is what I do.

I realised the importance of sound 
archiving when I visited a museum in 
Melbourne. Downstairs is kept the second 
computer ever made (yes, Australia 
made the second-ever modern computing 
machine), a beast of a thing with knobs 
and dials and lights but it no longer works 
so sits idle and, more importantly, sits in 
silence. There are no recordings of what 
this thing sounded like so we’ll never know 
nor will future generations and eventually 
this will be the case with many items we 
take for granted.

What am I doing?
In 2011 I spent a week in Lithgow at the 

museum attached to the Lithgow Small 
Arms Factory and over a few days carefully 
went through much of their collection to 
capture their sounds. I took each firearm, 
examined it to get an understanding of 
its workings, photographed it for refer-
ence then methodically went through each 
mechanical action and recorded each one. 
Loading, unloading, cocking, dry firing, all 
the sounds each firearm would produce in 
its normal operation.

I’ve been aiming to complete that project 
for years by finding a way to capture the 
sounds of those firearms being discharged. 
This is no small feat but I consider it a 
significant part of accurately archiving 
an important part of Australia’s military 
history. I want to record every firearm 
used by Australian forces throughout our 
history but this is not something I can do 
alone.

Finding working models of all relevant 

Stephan Schutze

For the record...
archiving Australia’s military history

>

Stephan Schutze recording 
an Australian Korean Sabre 

jet at Temora Aviation 
Museum in NSW.
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firearms will be tricky to start with, even 
harder will be finding people who can 
legally fire some of the more serious mili-
tary hardware. Then I need to coordinate 
the logistics of how I get to where the 
firearms are and how I arrange to record 
them. As you can imagine this not going to 
be a short-term project but a healthy dose 
of stubbornness and patience have become 
occupational necessities.

So part of this article is simply an expla-
nation of an unusual project involving 
firearms but part is also a request for help, 
as  I’d love the shooting community around 
Australia to help me find the firearms I 
need to record and suggest ways I can 
achieve this goal.

Why this is a challenge
There are a huge number of factors which 
can contaminate a sound recording - rain, 
strong wind, traffic and other people can all 
interfere with the process. It only takes a 
few minutes to capture a firearm being fired 
once the initial setup is ready, so I need 
a quiet range for at least a few minutes. I 
also need open space with no structures 
because, whether you’ve noticed or not, 
we’re all familiar with the echo you hear 
when firing a gun near a building - you get 
that ‘bang-tack’ effect as the sound bounces 
off a nearby shed or clubhouse.

The process I’ve used in the past 
involves 30-45 minutes to set up the gear 
correctly, calibrate it then literally a handful 
of minutes of quiet while someone sends 
a dozen rounds downrange. It does some-
times feel as silly as it sounds, the best part 
of an hour to set up my gear for a minute or 
two of recording, but that’s the reality.

Where you come in
As mentioned, I need help from Australia’s 
shooting community. While it’s super-easy 
to access a 303 of some description, it will 
be challenging to source all the firearms 
I have on my list. I own a BSA 303 but 
not one used by Australian troops and the 
whole point of this project is accuracy and 
authenticity. I don’t need to fire the guns, 
much as I’d love to, my job is to make sure 
the sounds are recorded cleanly and accu-
rately. What I need therefore are people 
who own the correct firearms and are 
prepared to fire a few shots downrange at a 
time and place which allows me to capture 
the sound. 

This will require me travelling but also 
for the community to understand why 
the new guy with the microphones is 
around and why we might ask for a couple 

of minutes to fire some rounds before 
everyone resumes shooting (assuming 
we’re at a range).

I won’t provide a full list of Australian 
military arms here as I feel those who own 
firearms in this category will be well aware 
of what they have. This is something that 
will require time and patience but I know 
the shooting community in Australia is 
passionate and history is something many 
of us value.

I can be contacted directly if anyone has 
questions or needs further information and 
am really looking forward to hearing the 
sounds of some of our amazing historical 
firearms. Thank you to anyone who may be 
able to assist with this project. .
• Stephan Schutze is co-founder and artistic 
director of Sound Librarian. You can email 
him direct at stephan@soundlibrarian.com

Recording an Owen 
Machine Carbine at the 

Lithgow Small Arms 
Factory Museum.

Australian and international hunting stories, advice, fi rearm and 
product reviews, recipes and much more. No wonder the 
Australian Hunter is Australia’s favourite hunting magazine!

Order online at ssaa.org.au or call 02 8805 3900

Subscribe to the

Australian Hunter
$29 for four issues 
of the Australian Hunter including postage

Also available as a digital subscription for your chosen device.

What’s inside

(Member price only)

For the record...archiving Australia’s military history

mailto:stephan@soundlibrarian.com
http://ssaa.org.au
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T raditional shooting optics manu-
facturers don’t seem to have the 
marketplace to themselves any 
more. Twenty-five years ago the 

high-end European outlets were domi-
nant with a few Japanese and US offerings 
making up the options, but advances in 
materials science and optical industrialisa-
tion, especially in China, has seen superb 
shooting optics made on an original equip-
ment manufacturer basis for companies new 
to the genre as well as established players.

With almost 100 years of combined optics 
experience, Styrka has recently diversi-
fied and offers the hunting sportsman a 
premium array of riflescopes, binoculars 
and spotting scopes at a competitive price, 
backed with a hard-to-beat warranty and 
free annual optics ‘health check’.

The name Styrka has Scandinavian 
origins meaning ‘strength’ and is 
pronounced stir-kah or stree-kah 
depending what side of the Pacific you live 
on. Australian distributor Ground Force 
International offered Australian Shooter 
three riflescopes from the Series S3, S5 
and S7, specifically the S3 in 4-12x50, S5 
in 3-9x40 and S7 in 2.5-15x50 specifica-
tions. The S3 is the entry level encom-
passing eight models, the higher quality 
S5 and S7 having seven and eight versions 
respectively.

Styrka riflescope features
All scopes have fully multicoated optics 
for maximum lowlight performance and 
are 100 per cent waterproof and nitrogen 
purged with quality seals employed. The 
one-piece CNC-machined 6061-T6 aircraft-
grade aluminium main tubes provide 
admirable strength and eliminate the risk 
of leaks. They also have side focus parallax 
adjustment for quick tweaks, blackened 
lens edges for eliminating stray light from 
within the scope and precision machined 
reticle systems to ensure accuracy and 
point-of-impact.

A custom neoprene cover protects the 
scope against scratches, dirt and dust, 
there’s a lens cleaning cloth and user 
manual, safe magnet and Styrka decal 
supplied in an attractive red and black 
carton with magnetic closing side-flap.

S3 4-12x50 with SH-BDC reticle
The S3 series is built on a one-piece 
6061-T6 aluminium tube with 25.4mm main 
tube, the review unit measuring 355mm 
and weighing 605g. It’s a side-focus style 
where parallax can be compensated for 
using the left dial adjacent the elevation and 
windage turrets (parallax can be adjusted 
from 23m to infinity).

Elevation and windage turrets are of 
a hunter-type, low profile and covered 

with aluminium caps and unscrewing 
these exposes the dials which are clearly 
labelled with positive and audible clicks of 
¼ MOA. Adjustment range of 60 MOA for 
both elevation and windage is ample for a 
general-purpose hunting riflescope.

The ocular housing contains the ocular 
lens assemblies, power magnification dial 
and diopter adjustment. The magnification 
dial moves from 4- to 12-power and the 
diopter adjustment dial on the edge of the 
ocular housing is easy to adjust to bring 
the reticle - in the second focal plane - into 
focus. This SH-BDC reticle is like most 
Ballistic Drop Compensating (BDC) reticles 
which have hold-over subtensions for 
elevation and windage and not surprisingly 
is made to be used with the Styrka Ballistic 
Calculator software available as an app for 
android devices. I found the SH-BDC reticle 
a tad thin with vertical and horizontal stadia 
being the same thickness, which could pose 
a problem in lowlight conditions, but some 
shooters prefer thinner reticles.

The internal lenses are fully multicoated 
with Styrka’s SXL proprietary coatings, 
anti-reflective in their nature and allowing 
for maximum brightness and optimal colour, 
sharpness and contrast. Blackened lens 
edges block out stray light, enhancing 
image quality and a rugged erector tube 
system on the S3 collection maintains 

Con Kapralos

riflescopes
new in Australia for the 

shooting sportsman

>

Styrka
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critical accuracy and point of impact. S3 
models may be Styrka’s ‘entry-level’ but 
all eight offer superb optics and have RRPs 
from $300-$430.

S5 in 3-9x40 with Plex reticle
Many attributes are shared by the S3 and 
S5 but the latter has a slightly higher 
specification and is optically a tad superior. 
The review scope in 3-9x40 with Plex 
reticle would make a brilliant optic for any 
rifle, rimfire or centrefire. Its dimensions 
at 320mm long and 500g weight make it a 
first-rate choice where compactness and 
weight are a factor and this model shares 
low-profile hunter-style turrets with 
aluminium caps to protect the dials.

Elevation and windage adjustment is 
60 MOA with clicks positive and audible, 
parallax fixed at 91m though another model 
is available with adjustable parallax dial. 
The ocular design has a well-proportioned 
power magnification dial allowing smooth 
adjustment from 3x to 9x and a diopter 
focus dial on the edge of the ocular makes 
reticle focusing easy.

Internally, fully multicoated optics with 
Styrka’s SXL lens treatments give sharp 
images with wonderful colour and contrast. 
The housing in the S5 (and S3) is nitrogen 
purged to removed air and filled with dry 
nitrogen gas to prevent internal fogging. 
Both the S5 and S3 are waterproof, submer-
sion tested for 30 minutes at 1m.

Reticle in the S5 is the Plex, the standard 
‘cross-hair’ design familiar to most hunters, 
the bulk of reticles these days being 

glass-etched with Styrka no exception. The 
Plex reticle is in the second focal plane 
and one of the most popular designs, its 
simplicity being its best attribute. Overall 
the S5 offers everything available in the S3 
with slightly higher quality lenses, giving 
an improved image. S5 options retail from 
$360 to $520.

S7 2.5-15x50 with SH-BDC reticle
The S7 is the flagship of the Styrka 
collection and features eight variations. 
Construction-wise they share the same 

attributes as the S3 and S5 apart from 
being built on a 30mm main tube, their 
optics treated with Styrka’s SXL-MAX lens 
coatings. 

The 2.5-15x50 with SH-BDC reticle is 
a premium hunting riflescope measuring 
350mm and weighing 653g, an adjustable 
parallax with the dial adjacent to the eleva-
tion and windage turrets able to compen-
sate for parallax from 9.1m to infinity.

The turrets are identical to those on the 
other two classes, being low profile and 
capped with dials underneath, adjustment 
being 60 MOA for elevation and windage. 
What’s pleasing in the entire Styrka series 
is turret caps are aluminium, unlike some 
manufacturers who still use plastic caps but 
charge a small fortune. Towards the busi-
ness end of the scope the ocular is slim, the 
power magnification dial and diopter adjust-
ment working smoothly. 

Specifications
	 S3 4-12x50	 S5 3-9x40	 S7 2.5-15x50
Model number	 ST-91041	 ST-93030	 ST-95045
Magnification	 4-12x	 3-9x	 2.5-15x
Objective lens diameter	 50mm	 40mm	 50mm
Angular field of view	 5.1-1.7 degrees	 6.9-2.3 degrees	 7.9-1.3 degrees
Linear field of view at 100m	 8.2-2.7m	 11-3.7m	 12.6-2.1m
Tube diameter	 25.4mm	 25.4mm	 30mm
Reticle	 SH-BDC	 Plex	 SH-BDC
Parallax adjustment	 Yes	 No	 Yes
Exit pupil	 12.5-4.2mm	 13.3-4.4mm	 11-3.3mm
Eye relief	 104-99mm	 89mm	 100mm
Adjustment gradation (clicks)	 ¼ MOA	 ¼ MOA	 ¼ MOA
Elevation range	 60 MOA	 60 MOA	 60 MOA
Windage range	 60 MOA	 60 MOA	 60 MOA
Parallax setting	 23m to infinity	 91m	 9.1m to infinity
Weight 	 605g	 500g	 653g
Length	 355mm	 320mm	 350mm
Price (RRP)	 $300-$430	 $360-$520	 $590-$770
Distributor	 Ground Force International

Model, product 
number and 
magnification are 
on the underside 
of the turret 
housing. 

Power 
magnification dial 

on Styrka scopes 
is rubber-lined 

to allow positive 
grip and ease 
of movement 

between 
magnification 

ranges.

Styrka rifescopes
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Don’t be a mug!

Get your name in to win a rare  

SSAA COFFEE MUG
Yes, it’s true - all the best shots are members of 
the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia.

Now you can be the proud owner of one of a lim-
ited number of Maxwell & Williams coffee mugs 
emblazoned with exactly those words to tell the 
world and be the envy of your mates.

You can’t buy this mug, no matter the size of your 
wallet. So if you want your shot of coffee in the 
SSAA Best Shots mug, you better get your entry in 
for your chance to win one!

SSAA members only.

Enter online at ssaa.org.au/win

Camp/accommodation. Dogs permitted on some. 
Properties available in NSW, Qld, Vic, WA and SA.
Western Hunting Information Guide now available.

For a FREE brochure - www.westernhunting.com.au
Email hunt@westernhunting.com.au

John & Kerrie Eggins phone 02 6559 9888

HUNT pigs, goats, foxes, cats 
& rabbits on private landFIREARMS 

LAWYER
Get help from 4-time Olympic shooter  

and lawyer, Glenn Kable
Get the right legal advice!
Available Australia-wide.

Having spent a lifetime around the sport, I have an intimate 
knowledge of the workings of all the bodies affecting the 
decision-making process, whether it is police or courts, 

local councils or governments, clubs or associations.
For a no-obligation assessment, phone 0407 962 

200 or email glenndkable@yahoo.com
mail@hartmann.webcentral.com.au

PROFESSIONAL  
HUNTING & FISHING

“Your success and enjoyment is our target”

www.5stardeerguide.com.au
robert@5stardeerguide.com.au

+61 0408 573 339

SSAA Member Alert
Members are reminded that if you are using mem-
bership of the SSAA as your genuine reason for 
your firearms licence, you must ensure you renew 
your SSAA membership in time. Please be aware 
that state and territory police firearms registries 
regularly cross-check firearm licences and your 
member status. To support your genuine reason 
and keep your firearms licence and to make sure 
that SSAA can support you, make sure you renew 
your SSAA membership.

FIREARM STORAGE
We can store your fi rearms.

Secure Sydney storage facilities for any number of fi reams.
Drop off or pick-ups available Australia-wide.

FIREARM COLLECTIONS PURCHASED
Don’t want to store? We will buy your whole collection.

Phone 0409 851 217
Email storage@2tracks.com.au

Dealers Licence No. 412158413

The internals of the S7 review scope is 
where the difference lies. Highly precise 
and polished glass lenses are treated with 
Styrka’s SXL-MAX fully multicoated Optics 
Group coatings. This system, which uses 
anti-reflective flat, broadband coatings, 
results in maximum brightness and optimal 
colour, sharpness and image contrast while 
maximising transmission across the entire 
visible light spectrum for true-to-nature 
colour representation.

Though the S3 and S5 models are good 
optically, the S7 is several steps ahead, lens 
edges blackened to block stray light and 
enhance image contrast further. The reticle 
in the SH-BDC is in the second focal plane 
and identical to the one on the S3 - one of 
three reticles offered by Styrka along with 
the Plex (standard duplex) and Mil-dot. 
Offered on selected S7 models is an illumi-
nated Plex or Mil-dot reticle.

The SH-BDC reticle with subtensions 
for hold-over and wind is made to be used 
with their ballistic software, something 
all shooting optics manufacturers have 
embraced. Overall the S7 offers great value 
and retails from $590 to $770.

Range testing
All three performed without problems 
and were optically excellent out to 300m. 
Naturally the S7 in 2.5-15x50 with the 
parallax adjustment gave the best colour, 
clarity and contrast but the S3 and S5 were 
also very good. It must be remembered 
these are hunting riflescopes, not specialist 
long-range models to be dialed and shot out 
to 1000m. All review scopes were subjected 
to a tracking test ‘around a target’ at 100m 
and changes in windage and elevation were 
true and concise, with the initial and final 
shots overlapping and I was so impressed 
by the S3 4-12x50 I sent back a cheque 
instead of the scope!

Summary
What is there to say about Styrka’s hunting 
riflescopes in S3, S5 and S7? Ranging in 
price from around $300 for the S3 2-7x32 
up to $770 for the S7 2.5-15x50, they repre-
sent tremendous value. The ‘deal-clincher’ 
is Styrka’s warranty and free-of-charge 
annual tune-up and cleaning service for all 
scopes sold through their dealer network. 
Styrka, with the backing of their parent 
company and their 100-plus years of exper-
tise, have some top-notch riflescopes, 
binoculars and spotting scopes. More at 
styrkastrong.com .

Styrka rifescopes

mailto:hunt%40westernhunting.com.au?subject=
http://www.westernhunting.com.au
http://stardeerguide.com.au
mailto:robert@5stardeerguide.com.au
http://styrkastrong.com
mailto:glenndkable%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:mail%40hartmann.webcentral.com.au?subject=
http://claremontfirearms.com.au
http://www.5stardeerguide.com.au
mailto:robert%405stardeerguide.com.au?subject=
mailto:storage%402tracks.com.au?subject=
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Gun & Knife Show List

Persons wishing to purchase any firearm that requires a licence from any arms fair in NSW should apply for a Permit to Acquire at least six weeks before the fair. 
For reasons beyond the control of show organisers, some of the above dates may be changed. It is advisable to check the show dates before travelling.

2020
Feb 29-March 1 Eastbank Centre, Welford St, Shepparton 200 tables antique & modern fireams, militaria and collectables Expo Ricky Seiter 0400 567 353

March 7-8 Bathurst Showgrounds, Bathurst Bathurst Arms Fair bathurstarmsfair.com.au

March 14-15 Belmont Shooting Complex, Belmont Brisbane Show of modern, sporting, military guns, militaria, edged weapons, collectables Paul Brush 0412 562 252

April 4-5 The Betting Hall, Elwick Showgrounds, Hobart Antique & modern firearms, edged weapons and militaria Phil Gourlay 0477 411 457

May 23-24 Toowoomba Showgrounds, Glenvale Rd, Toowoomba 350+ tables firearms, ammo, militaria & collectibles Dan Watson 0407 643 776

July 18-19 Belmont Shooting Complex, Belmont Brisbane Show of modern, sporting, military guns, militaria, edged weapons, collectables Paul Brush 0412 562 252

September 12-13 Toowoomba Showgrounds, Glenvale Rd, Toowoomba 350+ tables firearms, ammo, militaria & collectibles Dan Watson 0407 643 776

September 12-13 Cannington Exhibition Centre & Showgrounds, Cannington WA Arms & Armour Annual Militaria Fair Geoff Smith 0419 955 284

October 17-18 Belmont Shooting Complex, Belmont Brisbane Show of modern, sporting, military guns, militaria, edged weapons, collectables Paul Brush 0412 562 252

• Firearms, parts and optics • Ammunition and 
reloading components  • Knives and hunting products  
• Camping gear, vehicles, boats and property

SSAA GUN SALESssaagunsales.com

Australia’s most 
comprehensive 

firearms and 
accessories  

trading website

Rifles

Shotguns

Handguns

Reloading

Scopes

Accessories

Buy and sell new and usedTake a look now! 
ssaagunsales.com

http://ssaagunsales.com
http://ssaagunsales.com
http://ssaagunsales.com
http://ssaagunsales.com
http://ssaagunsales.com
http://ssaagunsales.com
http://ssaagunsales.com
http://ssaa.gunsales.com


SSAA Membership Office, PO Box 282, Plumpton, NSW 2761
Phone 02 8805 3900   Fax 02 9832 9377   Email mem@ssaa.org.au

NEW  RENEWAL     Have you been a member before? Yes/No  

Title (PLEASE CIRCLE) Mr Miss Ms Mrs or ..............      Preferred SSAA Branch  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    
First name  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I
Middle name I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Last name  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I
Residential address I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Town/suburb I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  State I  I  I  I  Postcode   I  I  I  I  I           

Postal address I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 
Town/suburb I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  State I  I  I  I Postcode   I  I  I  I  I 

Phone (Mobile) I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    (Home)  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 

Email   I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I   I  I   I          
        
  

Enclosed is payment for the amount of $................ 

 Cheque   Money order    MasterCard   Visa

Card number       

Expiry date    Signature..............................................
Cheques payable to the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.

     

Membership No.

     

ABN 95 050 209 688
           MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)

September 2019

Date of birth              I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    Male             Female  

Tick to subscribe to the FREE SSAA National E-newsletter via email          

This application is made in full 
recognition of the Association’s 
requirement for responsible and 
ethical behaviour. I undertake to 
do all in my power to preserve 
the good image of the sport and 
the Association. I understand 
that members breaking the 
Code of Conduct may be sub-
ject to suspension or expulsion. 
The Code can be found at  
ssaa.org.au/code

SIGNATURE:........................... 
 
DATE:.....................................

PLEASE
READ AND SIGN

Refund Policy: Subject to Australian 
law, membership fees are not 
refundable, nor can they be 
transferred.

SSAA Inc collects personal 
information of members. The 
information you provide on this 
form will be disclosed to the state 
or territory branch of the SSAA to 
which your membership application 
relates. A copy of SSAA Inc’s privacy 
policy can be found at ssaa.org.au/
privacy. You can obtain access to 
your personal information by writing 
to: SSAA, PO Box 2520, Unley SA 
5061.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Choose the
insurance offer

and for just $35 you 
get $25,000 worth 

of firearms and fixed 
accessories cover. 

  

02 8805 3900

Want to know more?
Call us at SSAA

Each membership category (apart from Family Member) includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter magazine per year.

Parent’s or guardian’s signature

Supporting 
Adult member No.

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES AND SPECIAL OFFERS

Add four issues of the Hunter magazine per year

$93 $123 Adult (over 18 years) 

$128 $158              Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms  
                     Insurance for 12 months, valid until next membership renewal.

$70 $100 Additional Family Member (No magazine) Applies to each additional person  
  over 18 residing at the same address as a full-subscription Adult member.              

$105 $135              Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms  
                    Insurance for 12 months, valid until next membership renewal.

$70 $100 Pensioner Available on production or photocopy of  
  both sides of your Australian Concession Card.

$105 $135                   Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms  

                    Insurance for 12 months, valid until next membership renewal.

$465  5-year Adult Contact SSAA for firearms insurance information.

$1860  Member for Life Contact SSAA for firearms insurance information.

$175 $236 Overseas Available to members living overseas.

$27 $57 Junior (under 18 years)                                                     .................................................................

     

SIGN UP  
ONLINE 

ssaa.org.au

Complete this section ONLY 
if you wish to use your 
membership of the SSAA to 
support your Genuine Reason 
for having a firearms licence.
Register your SSAA activities by 
marking one or more of the 
following boxes:

TARGET SHOOTING 
(longarms only)

HUNTING 
(club membership)  

COLLECTING

HUNTING OTHER
(R licence, property  
owner/permission)

ATTENTION 
NSW & ACT 
MEMBERS

Just 
$30  

per year!

Member referral number if applicable

I also wish to donate the following 

amount to the SSAA  $...................

SHOOTER DECEMBER 2019

mailto:mem%40ssaa.org.au?subject=
mailto:mem%40ssaa.org.au?subject=
mailto:mem%40ssaa.org.au?subject=
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Youth in Focus

Communications Officer Sam Talbot

Portia Eden

P
ortia Eden is a world champion. 
She’s also a SSAA member and 
shoots with the Cairns Target 
Shooting Club and Cairns City 

Cowboys and while her world title isn’t 
for shooting, at just 12 years old her rise 
through the ranks of the shooting world is 
just beginning.

Portia has been riding BMX since she 
was two years old and since then has 
clinched three world titles in Australian 
colours. That’s 10 years of riding and three 
titles so if the trend continues she should 
have at least one shooting world title by the 
time she’s 22 - no pressure Portia!

Until then she’s happy to continue 
shooting Single Action under her alias, Lil’ 
Weapon. Since BMX is such a big part of 
her life, I wasn’t surprised to discover her 
alias has a BMX connection. “The name 
comes from my dad who was called ‘The 
Weapon’ when he raced BMX. I was only 
little when that was happening so I became 
the Lil’ Weapon.”

But whether it’s on a bike or with a fire-
arm, Portia likes to be fast and accurate. 
“I love being challenged by scenarios the 
club sets up for us. Doing this is really 
helping my memory skills and hand-eye 
coordination. The accuracy and speed 
are huge challenges but I’m getting a lot 
better. There’s a lot more to just holding 
your firearm and shooting, so much skill is 

required and it’s great to see my progres-
sion. The people I shoot with have been so 
supportive and welcoming. I’m the young-
est at the club and really respect the years 
of knowledge other club members are 
sharing with me.”

Surprisingly, Portia hasn’t shot in compe-
tition yet, instead she’s focused on making 
sure all her fundamentals are as good as 
they can be. “I love learning and progress-
ing in just about everything I do, but I love 
this group because the people I shoot with 
are so helpful.”

Portia’s favourite firearm is a rifle as it 
was the first one she learned to use - and 
it’s what she’s best with - the shotgun a 
close second followed by handgun. “The 
short-term goals are to get my holster pro-
ficiency licence, officially register my alias 
name and then take it  a step at a time. But 
yes, I can see me entering state or national 
competitions for sure.”

Portia’s main coach is her pop who taught 
her just about everything she knows and 
while she loves spending time with him, 
she has asked us to thank the other dozen 
or so coaches and supporters at her club, all 
of whom encourage her.

As a world champ, Portia mentors and 
gives presentations to other youngsters 
interested in BMX and sport in general, and 
with shooting now a part of her arsenal she 
hopes to be a role model for that too. .

Portia with her LOCAS 
(Ladies of Cowboy Action 
Shooting) badge. 

Portia wins 
for Australia 
at the 2019 
BMX World 

Championships 
in Belgium.

V for Victory - world 
champion Portia.



Branch (if known) ................................................ Sex (please circle) M / F           
First name ........................................... Middle name ............................ Last name ........................   
Home address .......................................................................................................  P/C................. 
Date of birth ............................  Phone...........................................................................................

Email .............................................................................................................................................

OFFICE USE ONLY

Details of sponsoring member 

Details of junior being signed up (must be under 18)

First name ..............................................  Middle name..........................  Last name.............................
Membership No. ...........................

Membership No.

     

 $25 - includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter

  $54 - includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter and 4 issues of Australian Hunter magazine      

Has the junior been a member before? Yes/No

Enclosed is payment for the amount of $................ 

 Cheque   Money order    MasterCard   Visa

Card number       

Expiry date    Signature..............................................
Cheques payable to the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.

 
I also wish to donate 

 $.............. to the SSAA

Payment options

MAIL TO: MEMBERSHIP OFFICE , 
PO BOX 282, Plumpton, NSW 2761   

SSAA Inc is subject to the provisions of the National 
Privacy Act. Should you want a copy of the SSAA Inc  
Privacy Statement or seek further information, please 
write to PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 5061. 

SSAA National’s ‘Sign up a Junior’ campaign 
was launched to help introduce youngsters 

to recreational shooting. Juniors are 
essential to the ongoing strength and vitality 

of the SSAA and we are seeking your 
support to protect and ensure the future 

of the shooting sports in Australia.

JUNIOR
Sponsor a 

Sean Tiver holding a .410 shotgun

http://www.gcpdarms.com
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Celebrating its 50th anniversary, 
the SSAA Springsure branch 
hosted this year’s Hunter Class 
rimfire and centrefire national 

championships at the Springsure range in 
outback Queensland. The club had struck 
some eye-catching belt buckles to mark 
the milestone and these were presented to 
the overall winners in each of the four rifle 
classes contested by shooters from several 
states.

Light rimfire was first away at 50m with 
only five shooters scoring the possible 
250 points. Michael and Gaye Truscott led 
the field, the former just ahead on central 
‘X’ rings (or dots). Tricky wind condi-
tions meant the 100yds distance proved 
frustrating for many but Kerry Moore 
held it together with a 248.5 to take the 
win. In the grand score the event was 
won convincingly by Michael Truscott on 
497.14 ahead of Glenn Seaman (493.10) 
and Phil Jones (492.13).

Heavy (Custom) rimfire was up next 
in similar conditions to the previous day 
and at the shorter yardage Paul Sullivan 
was one of only five shooters to post a 
250, his 14 dots not too shabby either. The 
longer yardage again proved a struggle 
with nobody shooting a maximum, Seaman 
top scoring on 248.6. Consistency paid off 
for Chris Parry in the grand score as he 
took the title on 498.13, pipping Seaman 
(497.22) and Sullivan (497.19). The rimfire 
two-gun went to Seaman on 990.32 from 
Michael Truscott (990.25) and Gaye 
Truscott (985.31).

Sunday was set down for Heavy 
Centrefire Hunter, essentially heavy 
benchrest rifles, many chambered in 6mm 

PPC and a few for the 30BR, the latter 
making bigger holes in the target which 
can be an advantage. The 100yds competi-
tion saw nine shooters register a 250 as it 
all came down to dots, Sullivan recording 
a remarkable 23 to hold off Gavin Marshall 
(18) and Annie Elliott (17).

The mirage at 200yds was something 
to behold, confusing many competitors, 
Elliott shooting a 30BR and emerging 
victorious with 248.9 ahead of Kevin Birse 
(248.4) and Brendan Atkinson (248.2). The 
overall score had a trio of shooters tied 
on 498 points, honours going to Elliott 
with 26 dots from Kerry Moore (16) and 
Atkinson (12) with plenty of “if onlys” 
being bandied about.

The final day brought Centrefire Light 
Hunter or light benchrest rifle, shooters 
a bit more comfortable with the range 
by that stage although the mirage again 
proved testing at the longer yardage. Eight 
shooters managed a 250-pointer but again 
it was Sullivan who turned on the style 
with 21 dots to hold off Ean Parsons (18) 
and Greg Schneider (14).

Again the longer distance proved chal-
lenging, no-one posting a 250 with Elliott’s 
249.4 good enough to win from Atkinson 
(247.4) and Michael Truscott (247.3), the 
latter taking gold overall with 497.17 from 
Sullivan (247.26) and Atkinson (496.18).

The centrefire two-gun title went 
to Elliott on 994.38 ahead of Atkinson 
(994.30) with bronze going to Sullivan 
on 993.57. Winner of the four-gun award 
for all events was Michael Truscott with 
a combined score of 1983.63 ahead of 
Sullivan (1979.82) and Gaye Truscott 
(1972.65). .

Hunter Class nationals  
mark golden milestone

Heavy Rimfire Hunter: Glen Seaman, Chris Parry 
and Paul Sullivan. 

Heavy Centrefire Hunter: Kerry Moore, Annie 
Elliott and Brendan Atkinson.

Light Rimfire 
Hunter winner 

Michael Truscott.

Light Centrefire Hunter: Paul Sullivan, Michael 
Truscott and Brendan Atkinson.

The 50th 
anniversary 
belt 
buckles.
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National
SSAA National Muzzleloading 

Postal Shoot
August 1-December 4, 2019

Various locations
Program: See website for event details. 
Contact 27honeysuckle@msn.com.au

New South Wales
SSAA NSW Newcastle  

50th Anniversary Benchrest 
Score Shoot

December 7-8, 2019
SSAA Newcastle Range, 

East Seaham, NSW
Program: Friday, December 6: 
Centrefire practice 8am-noon, 

Rimfire practice noon-close. Saturday: 
Benchrest Score Heavy Centrefire. 

Sunday: Benchrest Score Heavy 

NATIONAL
August 1-Dec 4, 2019  SSAA National Muzzleloading Postal Shoot  Various locations 	 27honeysuckle@msn.com.au

STATE
December 7-8, 2019  SSAA NSW Newcastle 50th Anniversary Benchrest Score Shoot  Newcastle Range, East Seaham, NSW 	 0429 335 389 or 0418 478 160
January 20, 2020  SSAA Black Powder Cartridge Rifle Silhouette ACT State Championships  SSAA Majura, ACT	 0401 867 839 or mnl1@live.com.au
January 24-26, 2020  SSAA ACT 40th anniversary Australia Day Benchrest competition  Jim McKinley Range, Majura, ACT 	 sixppc@iinet.net.au
Feb 29-March 1, 2020  NSW Combined Services Pistol  State Championships  Emmaville Range, NSW 	 0428 100 336

SSAA Official Calendar

Competition News  ONLINE AT SSAA.ORG.AU/DISCIPLINES

Rimfire. Dinner Friday for small fee, 
Saturday barbecue $15 children half-
price. Nominations: $50 a day. Rules: 
SSAA rule book. Prizes: As per rule 
book. Facilities: Clubhouse, toilets, 
showers, camping on range (please 
advise beforehand). Contact: Kim 
Cosstick 0429 335 389 or David 

Billinghurst 0418 478 160.

SSAA NSW Combined Services 
Pistol State Championships

February 29-March 1, 2020
Emmaville Range, 3884 Emmaville 

Road, Emmaville, NSW
Program: See website for full event 

details. Nominations: Online at www.
nswcsd.com.au. Adults $60, juniors 

half price, individual events $25 to be 
received by February 17. Rules: SSAA 
Combined Services Rulebook 2017. 
Prizes: Medals for all events. Facilities: 

Barbecue lunch provided both days, 
camping and caravans permitted 

Friday to Sunday, toilets and showers. 
Contact: Evan Brown 0428 100 336.

ACT
SSAA Black Powder Cartridge 

Rifle Silhouette ACT state 
championships
January 20, 2020

SSAA Majura, Hector McIntosh Grove, 
Majura, ACT

Program: January 20, 8.30am BPCR 
match; 2pm 40-shot BPCR match (see 
website for details). Nominations: $10 
per event, juniors and pensioners half 
price. Rules: When in the ACT carry 

your home state’s firearms registration 
or shooter’s licence. Facilities: Camping 
on range with water, power, showers, 
$10 per person per night, juniors no 

charge. Fires allowed if no fire ban. 
Contact: Mark Lovell 0401 867 839 or 

email mnl1@live.com.au

SSAA ACT 40th anniversary 
Australia Day Benchrest 

competition
January 24-26, 2020

Jim McKinley Range, Majura, ACT
Program: Friday, January 24: Practice. 

Saturday: 9am Light Benchrest 
100yds and 200yds. Sunday: 9am 

Heavy Benchrest 100yds and 200yds. 
Nominations: $60 per class. Email 
nomination and contact details to 
sixppc@iinet.net.au. Bring current 

shooter’s licence and SSAA membership 
card. Numbers limited so apply early. 

Rules: SSAA Benchrest rule book. 
Facilities: Canteen, utility service fee of 
$10 per day per person. Contact: Alex 

Chryss at sixppc@iinet.net.au

These days it seems everything you 
buy for the home comes wrapped in 
cardboard. Buying larger items such 
as TVs, refrigerators and the like 

results in huge slabs of the stuff destined 
for the recycling bin - until an idea came to 
mind. Scrap cardboard makes ideal targets 
for sighting-in rifles or accuracy testing.

While there are excellent commercially 
available targets, the sheer volume of 
shooting I do - rifles, optics and ammuni-
tion reviews - sees me go through lots of 
them. The SSAA has official centrefire 
and rimfire targets for its many disciplines 
which I have access to, but the idea of 
using cardboard that would only go to waste 
converted me.

Raw materials
Cardboard of any thickness will do provided 
one side has no printing, normal brown 
or thinner white cardboard perfectly suit-
able. Ideally it should be cut into 50 x 50cm 
pieces although any size, square or rectan-
gular, can be used. For safety when cutting 
use scissors rather than a Stanley knife.

Your target
A good old Texta marker will make any 
target pattern you need but ideally an 
aiming mark that’s quick to create is what 
you’re after, the cheapest and fastest way to 
create aiming marks being an ink pad and 
rubber stamp. I bought a red ink pad from 
a stationery store and had a 10cm circular 
rubber bung in the shed. Load the bung via 
the ink pad and a firm press on the card-
board is all it takes. For $10 you can create 
countless targets - as long as you have ink.

If ink is a tad messy or you prefer some-
thing a bit sharper, fluorescent yellow 
self-adhesive rectangular labels, 16 per A4 
sheet, are highly visible targets. For 100m 
work I create a small ‘+’ pattern using 
two labels and this, with its highly visible 
colour, draws the reticle very well to the 
point-of-aim.

For distances greater than 100m a larger 
cross can be made with four to six labels 
and that’s what I use for dialing in hunting 
rifles to shoot a 200m zero. The fluorescent 
colour is a must and I prefer yellow though 
hot pink or orange also work.

Used targets - then what?
You’ve perforated the targets with a few 
bullets but why discard them? They can 
be reused by buying self-adhesive circular 
‘dots’ to patch the holes. I use a colour as 
close to cardboard brown (orange actually) 
which works well. Dots 10-20mm in diam-
eter are ideal and available from stationery 
suppliers in boxes of 100. 

Target-makers don’t fret!
I use commercially-made targets regularly, 
be it SSAA approved ones in competition 
or the neat ‘splatter’ style ones which show 
bullet strikes very well.  But if you have 
cardboard lying around, create your own 
targets for a few cents each. Once you’re 
done just pop them in the recycling bin. .

Make your own shooting targets
Con Kapralos

For 100m testing, two 
labels forming a cross 

make a very visible 
aiming point.

10cm dot made 
with a rubber 
bung and ink pad.

mailto:27honeysuckle@msn.com.au
mailto:27honeysuckle@msn.com.au
mailto:mnl1@live.com.au
mailto:sixppc@iinet.net.au
http://ssaa.org.au/disciplines
mailto:mnl1@live.com.au
mailto:sixppc@iinet.net.au
mailto:sixppc@iinet.net.au
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onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
Shop now for exclusive SSAA products, including clothing,  
camping, accessories, knives, books and more.

The new SSAA Shotgun Vest is made to our 
usual high standards and now comes with 
upgraded features such as the ability to 
insert additional padding in the shoulders to 
absorb recoil.
The vest comes with lots of pockets, has front 
and rear leather trim and Velcro adjuster, 
while the back sections are mesh for added 
breathability. 
Comes in blue and green.

SSAA shotgun vest 

SSAA softshell vest
Our SSAA Softshell Vest is water resistant 
and made from 100 per cent polyester 
mechanic stretch fabric and comes with comfy 
microfleece on the inside to keep you warm.

$64.95

CSV001 - Small
CSV002 - Medium 
CSV003 - Large 
CSV004 - XL 
CSV005 - 2XL 
CSV006 - 3XL

$74.95

Green
SVG001 - Small
SVG002 - Medium
SVG003 - Large
SVG004 - XL
SVG005 - 2XL
SVG006 - 3XL

Blue
SVB001 - Small
SVB002 - Medium
SVB003 - Large
SVB004 - XL
SVB005 - 2XL
SVB006 - 3XL

CLOTHING

SSAA men’s t-shirt
Get noticed with the Gildan Soft-styled SSAA 
men’s shirts and wear the SSAA logo with pride.
• Pre-shrunk jersey knit
• Seamless double-needled 1.9cm collar
• Taped neck and shoulders
• Rolled forward shoulders
• Double needle sleeve and bottom hems
• Quarter-turned to eliminate centre crease

$42

$29.45

MSN001- Small
MSN002 - Medium 
MSN003 - Large 
MSN004 - XL 
MSN005 - 2XL
MSN006 - 3XL

Front

Back

SSAA ladies’ polo

The SSAA ladies’ Polo has a feminine styled ‘V’ neck with 
contrasting piping panels. The easy care fabric is 160gm 100 per 
cent DriWear polyester with moisture removal and mini-waffle knit.

LP008 - Size 8
LP010 - Size 10
LP012 - Size 12
LP014 - Size 14
LP016 - Size 16
LP018 - Size 18
LP020 - Size 20
LP022 - Size 22
LP024 - Size 24
LP026 - Size 26

LPB08 - Size 8
LPB10 - Size 10
LPB12 - Size 12
LPB14 - Size 14
LPB16 - Size 16
LPB18 - Size 18
LPB20 - Size 20
LPB22 - Size 22
LPB24 - Size 24
LPB26 - Size 26

See complete 
size details 

online

See complete 
size details 

online

See complete size details online

Purple/white Black/teal

SSAA renegade jacket
The SSAA Renegade Jacket is made from 
wind and water-resistant breathable material 
and lined with cosy microfleece to keep you 
warm.
The clamshell jacket comes with a structured 
hood to keep the rain off and has a 
multitude of zippered pockets to keep your 
belongings secure in the field, on the range, 
while hiking, hunting or just out and about.

$94.95

Green
CJG001 - Small
CJG002 - Medium
CJG003 - Large
CJG004 - XL
CJG005 - 2XL
CJG006 - 3XL

Black
CJB001 - Small
CJB002 - Medium
CJB003 - Large
CJB004 - XL
CJB005 - 2XL
CJB006 - 3XL

Back in stock!

http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
http://ssaa.org.au
http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au


Australian Shooter   103 

onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
Shop now for exclusive SSAA products, including clothing,  
camping, accessories, knives, books and more.

Official online shop of the  
Sporting Shooters’ Association of 

Australia

SHOP NOW - IT’S EASY! Go to

onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
or call 02 8805 3900
for phone orders

SSAA blue earmuffs

$59.95

With a noise rating of NRR 23 db, 
they are ideal for sporting shooters, 
range officers, instructors and 
spectators. 
See full details online.

EMB005

$54.95 $54.95

$54.95 $54.95

SSAA ladies’ polo

The SSAA ladies’ Polo has a feminine styled ‘V’ neck with 
contrasting piping panels. The easy care fabric is 160gm 100 per 
cent DriWear polyester with moisture removal and mini-waffle knit.

See complete 
size details 

online

Introducing great new shirts

Available in sizes Medium to 3XL Available in sizes Small to 2XL

SSAA digi camo shirt - brown

SSAA competition shirt SSAA outdoor shirt

SSAA digi camo shirt - pink

Available in sizes Medium to 3XL Available in sizes Medium to 3XL

FREE
SHIPPING 
FOR SSAA 
MEMBERS

BUY ONLINE NOW!

Look smart and feel 
comfortable in one of 
these trendy new SSAA 
polo shirts. Featuring 

a variety of SSAA 
logos, the shirts are 

made of 100 per cent 
polyester and have a 
UPF rating of 30+, 
blocking out 97 per 

cent of UVA and UVB 
rays. The polo shirts 
are available as digi 

Camo in either brown 
or pink tones with 

camouflage pattern, 
a smart competition 
version or an eye-
catching outdoor 

design.

http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
http://ssaa.org.au
http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au


Please note: For knife purchases, Member No. needed for age verification, as purchaser must be over 18.

CAMPING AND HUNTINGKNIVES

ALL PRICES GST INCLUSIVE

Please find enclosed payment in the amount of $................

or charge my MasterCard                 Visa      

Card No.     

Expiry date ...../......  Signature..........................................

NAME ............................................................................

ADDRESS ........................................................................

......................................................................................

STATE......... ..................................  P/CODE....................

PHONE ..........................................................................

EMAIL.............................................................................

MEMBER NUMBER ..........................................................

DELIVER TO

SEND ORDER TO SSAA SHOP, PO BOX 282, PLUMPTON, NSW 2761     INQUIRIES 02 8805 3900

MAIL ORDER FORM

PRODUCT CODE   DESCRIPTION                                   SIZE            QTY           UNIT PRICE                          TOTAL

Please allow 14-21 days for delivery

DISCOUNT RATES AVAILABLE FOR SSAA CLUBS - CONTACT 02 8805 3900.
The color of some of the photos may vary from the actual product due to dye batch lots or current availability.

   

December 2019

   

ALL ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE 
WHILE STOCKS LAST

onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
Order online now or call 02 8805 3900 or 
Fill in the Mail Order Form below

$89.95
KSR001

$84.95

SSAA bush kettle
These custom-made bush kettles run on a few 
twigs and leaves and will boil water in less than 10 
minutes. Simply get a handful of twigs/leaves and 
kindling then place under the kettle and light it - the 
clever design directs heat into the kettle to boil the 
water. 
The kettle can be used with gas stoves and has a 
stainless construction.

3L Kettle BK003   

SSAA outdoors bag - black

$74

*  Material made from waterproof 430gs, Ripstop Polyester canvas
*  Hard base sewn between bottom layers of canvas
*  50mm adjustable shoulder strap
*  Front, rear and side pockets for essential items
*  High visibility reflective strip on front flap
*  Side footwear storage pocket OBB001

Look at our online shop for full details
Sharpen every knife or blade you own with the SSAA 
rechargeable knife sharpener. The sharpener is battery 
operated so you can take it anywhere with you, just 
charge the batteries before you go.

SSAA rechargeable 
knife sharpener

SSAA ceramic knives
SSAA ceramic blade kitchen knife set  
comes in a presentation gift box. 

Large knive blade is 150mm long
Small knife blade is 75mm long 

$28.95
CKN001

NEW!

http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
http://onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
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Competition winners

Members-only competitions

For your chance to win one of these competitions, write your name, address, 
phone number and membership number on a piece of paper and place it 
inside an envelope, along with the name of the competition on the front of the 
envelope, as shown in the example. Alternatively, you can enter online.
Competitions close December 30, 2019.

  
(Name of competition) 
SSAA National
PO Box 2520 
Unley SA 5061

Enter online at 
ssaa.org.au/win

WIN
Advertisers’ index
2 Tracks........................................................33,95
5 Star Deer Guide.............................................95
Australian Hunter...............................................92
Australian & New Zealand Handgun...................70
Beretta Australia.............................................9,51
Claremont Firearms..........................................95
Cleaver Firearms..........................................20,21
CR Kennedy.................................................15,47
Eagleye Hunting Gear........................................12
Earmold Australia..............................................59
Forbes Wholesale..............................................57
Fox Four............................................................71
Glenn Kable.......................................................95
Gold Coast Shooters Supplies...........................32
Great Australian Outdoors magazine...................63
Grycol................................................................35
Hema Maps.......................................................37
Hermann’s Sporting Guns.................................27
Horsley Park Gun Shop.....................................69
Inland Hunting Properties.................................95
Keen Hunter Pty Ltd.........................................62
Knife Shop Australia..........................................16
Lynx Optics.......................................................10 
Magnum Sports............................................17,53
Night-Vision Australia........................................14
Nioa................................................................5,39
Nyati..................................................................45
Outdoor Sporting Agencies...............................43
Polaris................................................................25
Pro-Tactical........................................................31
Qld Gun Exchange............................................29
Raytrade.....................................................IBC,55
Secure Your Gun, Secure Your Sport.....................65
Spika..................................................................41
SSAA’s Comprehensive Guide...........................87
SSAA e-Newsletter...........................................86
SSAA Farmer Assist...........................................64
SSAA General Insurance....................................49
SSAA Gun Sales....................................... IFC,3,96 
SSAA Members Firearms Insurance............. OBC
SSAA Membership Form...................................97
SSAA SHOT Expo.............................................23
Thales................................................................48
TSA Outdoors..............................................13,75
Winchester Australia....................................11,61
Wolf-Eyes............................................................8

AUSTRALIAN SHOOTER is published monthly and is 
printed by Blue Star Web, 81 Derby St, Silverwater, 
NSW 2128.

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc (SSAA 
Inc) is subject to the provisions of the National Privacy 
Act. We collect personal information from members 
of the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia in 
the various states and territories. Should you want a 
copy of the SSAA Inc Privacy Statement or seek further 
information please write to PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 
5061.

Freelance contributions are welcome. We do, however, 
recommend that potential authors contact the office 
prior to story drafting. Manuscripts and digital files may 
be sent to the address shown above. No responsibility 
is taken for the loss or damage of manuscripts or 
photographic material. 

While the publishers exercise due care with regard to 
handloading data, no responsibility can be accepted for 
errors and/or omissions, or any damage suffered as a 
consequence.

Please note that certain firearm types and accessories 
advertised in the Australian Shooter may not be legally 
available in all states and territories. Please check with 
your local authorities before ordering. Neither the AS 
nor any of its advertisers accept responsibility in this 
matter. No text or photographs within the magazine may 
be republished, either electronically or in print, without 
the express written permission of the Editor.  
Copyright 2019.

Juniors

Australian Shooter October 2019

October Junior - The Outdoor 
Connection Raptor Sling with 
Tikka logo
Callum  Graham, WA  

October Best Shots Mug 
David Clark, Qld

EZESharp Blade 
Sharpener BS1000 
flip-over model

Valued at $295 
Kindly donated by Aussie 
Outback Supplies 
aussieoutbacksupplies.com

MOA or MIL Sight -in 
Targets

Valued at $75.80
Kindly donated by Black Carbon
blackcarbon.com.au

Black double rifle bag 
Peter Robson, Qld    

MOA or MIL Sight-in Targets
Paul Robinson, Qld

SSAA Outdoors Bag 
Valued at $74 

Kindly donated by  
SSAA Online Shop 
onlineshop.ssaa.org.au

http://ssaa.org.au/win
http://evolutiongear.com.au
http://blackcarbon.com.au
http://berettaaustralia.com.au
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Jumbunna WITH JOHN DUNN

S
pring is pushing three weeks old 
as I write. The flush of grass and 
yellow-flowering cape weed that 
emerged after the last shower 

a few weeks back is looking deceptively 
good, even if the ground is still rock-hard 
beneath. The worst of the frosts are over 
and though there are still a few cold hollows 
here and there, it’s a wonderful time of year 
for a morning walk with the dog. 

Today as we ambled down towards the 
bridge, a hare came darting out of a neigh-
bouring paddock. There are always a few of 
these wonderful speed-
sters about but we rarely 
encounter them except 
as road kill. For that 
reason alone it was nice 
to see one up and about 
and bobbing towards us 
through wet grass.

Though I’ve no real 
way of knowing, the 
animal looked to be 
a youngster, not yet 
filled right out but get-
ting there. Like a lot of 
youngsters it seemed in 
need of some direction 
in life if the way it came 
towards us was any sort 
of indicator. It jinked in 
one direction, twisted 
in another, stopped to 
nibble then hopped in 
a circle - perhaps to find its bearings - and 
came towards us again.

For all I know it may have been doing 
nothing more than enjoying the morn-
ing sun on its back and freedom to roam, 
or perhaps was high on the prospect of 
all the grass there was to eat and unsure 
where to start. Whatever those thoughts 
were it wasn’t paying enough attention to 

what was going on around and was less 
than 20m away when it finally saw me and 
stopped.

As it did, Dixie launched her chase. As far 
as I know she’d never seen a hare before 
but that wasn’t going to stop her from 
giving it a run. She never stood a chance. 
The hare didn’t even need top gear to 
make good it’s escape and was loping along 
at least 30m in front of the dog, cruising 
well short of a flat-out run and still making 
ground when I whistled her back. 

She responded immediately, obedient to 

my call and smart enough to know the hare 
had her beaten from the jump. She returned 
to me panting, sat when bidden, accepted 
my commiserative pats and agreed when I 
told her she was a good girl. Then we con-
tinued our walk, excitement over and done 
in considerably less time than it has taken 
me to write it down.

Perhaps five minutes later as I picked my 
way across a stony flat beside the creek, 

a moving ripple hard against the nearside 
bank in a smooth run of water caught my 
eye. At first I thought it was probably a 
feeding carp but could see no fish. A drift 
of fine mud still hung in the current to 
say something had been there so I took a 
careful step closer and as I did a platypus 
bobbed to the surface midstream.

Back in 2010 a one-in-100-year flood 
came down that creek but since then 
platypus sightings have been few and far 
between. For me, the animal lying in the 
current was a rare and fleeting privilege, 

gone too soon when it dived 
and disappeared among the 
shadows under the opposite 
bank. Chuffed with good 
fortune we walked on.

A couple of hundred 
metres further upstream, 
around and beyond a largish 
bend, another platypus was 
floating in the backwater 
above the hole we pump 
our yard water from. It may 
have been the earlier animal, 
heading upstream like me, 
but I like to think it wasn’t. 
Two platypuses today may 
well mean more tomorrow 
and in this day and age that 
can only be a good thing.

Spring morning walks are 
never wasted, though the 
level of inspiration they gen-

erate varies considerably. Some are nothing 
more than sweaty exercises that wear me 
out for the rest of the day, others come 
with assorted trimmings and 
the odd one here and there 
is special, replete with hares 
and platypus. They’re the 
ones that make a morning 
walk worthwhile.

The platypus and the hare

An old shot of a young 
hare, not yet filled out 
but getting there.



SSAA GUN SALES

Australia’s most comprehensive  
firearms and accessories trading website

ssaagunsales.com

• Firearms, parts and optics  
• Ammunition and reloading components  
• Knives and hunting products   
• Camping gear, vehicles, 
     boats and property

Rifles

Shotguns

Handguns

Reloading

Scopes
Accessories

BUY AND SELL  
NEW AND USED

Take a look now! 

ssaagunsales.com



FIREARMS AND  
ACCESSORIES.
All privately owned 
firearms registered to 
the member and fixed 
accessories.

COVERAGE.
•  Accidental loss and damage of    
   the equipment (including whilst  
   in use, excluding chipping and  
   scratching of stock). 
•  Malicious damage. 

Here’s what SSAA Members Firearms Insurance covers:

•  Collision or overturning  
    of the vehicle. 
•  Fire & extraneous perils.
•  Flood
•  Theft.

NOT COVERED.
Theft where the equipment was not stored in an approved gun safe as required 
by State or Territory authority, other than when the equipment is in use or away 
from the Insured’s premises. Where the Insured or any person or entity to whom 
the equipment has been entrusted to fails to comply with any law relating to either 
storage, use or handling of the equipment.

SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd  |  CAR 315403  |  ABN 86 077 822 970 is a Corporate Authorised Representative of PSC Connect Pty Ltd  |  ABN 23 141 574 914 / AFSL 344648 This information is general advice 
only and may not be suitable for your specific needs. Please review our FSG and the Firearms Insurance PDS, underwritten by certain underwriters at Lloyds, at http://www.ssaaib.com.au/forms.aspx and contact 

us directly should you require further information or advice. You should consider the PDS (together with other important information) available on www.ssaaib.com.au before making a decision about the product.
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Join the 68,000 members with SSAA Firearms Insurance.  
Get $25,000 worth of cover for only $35.

Call: (02 ) 8805 3900
Email - megan@ssaains.com.au     |   Visit - www.ssaaib.com.au

CLAIMS SETTLED PROMPTLY

New Year!
Have

a happier
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