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Rallying round for stoic SSAA couple who deserve support

recently had the privilege of attending

a charity dinner on behalf of two of our

eminent members. It dawned on me

that while we quite legitimately com-
plain and fight over being treated so unfairly
and badly as firearms owners, there are
times when we could step up, rise above
our negative and nit-picking detractors and
prove our individual and collective moral
worth.

There are innumerable well-deserving
causes and charities out there and SSAA
branches and clubs have always been at the
forefront of such community support. How-
ever, sometimes as individuals, we could be
looking much closer to home when there is
an opportunity to support our own in times
of real hardship.

This dinner was for long-time SSAA
members and publications writers Steve
and Lynn Bain, who late last year endured a
series of tragedies that has challenged them
both personally and financially. Their public
story is only the tip of the iceberg but the
dignity and optimism of both Steve and
Lynn is humbling and inspiring. A wonder-
ful support group Wounded Heroes Austra-
lia is coordinating backing for this remark-
able couple and their story and plight is out-
lined on its website www.woundedheroes.
org.au and Facebook page www.facebook.
com/WoundedHeroesAustralia/

This tale, of course, does not cover the
whole of Steve, Lynn and their family’s life-
time commitment to our sport and the Aus-
tralian outdoors apart from writing about
it and promoting it for more than a quarter
of a century. Even currently Steve had a
piece published in the March 2019 Austra-
lian Shooter and look for another couple of
Lynn’s fabulous game recipes in Australian
Hunter 68.

Anyone who has enjoyed their writings
or simple but fantastic recipes might like to
make a contribution to this worthy appeal
through the Wounded Heroes Australia
website.

As an unfortunate matter of timing came
the tragic flooding event that occurred in
rural North Queensland. While nature can

be a wonderful provider and sometimes a
harsh mother, most natural events can or
should be managed and dealt with. This
case was quite different. Unforeseen and
unmanageable, the scope of this flooding
will have lasting effects for years to come.

Many of the property owners affected are
those who have shown friendship and made
their properties available to SSAA hunters
over generations. The opportunity to return
the goodwill to these people is here and
now and long into the future. Practical sup-
port can be directed through groups such
as ‘Blazeaid’ website http://blazeaid.com.
au/ or directly to property owners where
a relationship already exists. Like SSAA,
‘Blazeaid’ is an organisation that actually
makes a real, on ground difference through
its efforts rather than just talking about
issues.

As SSAA members we are rightly proud
of our decency, integrity and independent
worth. A helping hand to a mate in tough
times may be disappearing in the big city
environments but we have an opportunity
to show what real Aussies and SSAA fire-
arms owners are all about.

On a more sobering note, with a Fed-
eral election imminent, I appeal to every
member to take the trouble to assess care-
fully their local and Senate candidates and
sort out the fair-weather political friends.
On election day, cast your vote towards a
candidate who will support you and if there
is a risk that they might not be successful,
do not let your preferences flow to an anti-
gun candidate or party. There is strength in
numbers.

In the meantime there are lots of shoot-
ing competition events on the calendar,
while duck and quail seasons are upon the
luckier ones among us and I might even run
into a few of you around the deer ranges. So
get out there and enjoy.

Geoff Jones
SSAA National President

SSAA - Protecting shooters since 1948
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Paying to hunt? Not likely

AUSTRALIAN SHOOTER RECENTLY
printed two articles about paying to hunt

so I offer you my view on the subject, the
alternative view. Unlike Joe Norris (Shooter,
October 2018) I don’t have a family farm so
must rely on public land.

Hunting for me is an inalienable right, not
a privilege - our forebears brought these
animals to Australia to make hunting readily
available to everyone. Paying to hunt is a
slippery slope where the size of your bank
account determines who goes hunting.

I'm a low income earner so hunting has
always allowed me to put meat on the table,
have some fun and visit amazing places. I've
never paid to hunt and never will. Hunting is
about freedom and I'll never sell out my right
to hunt nor deny future generations theirs.

I live in Queensland where most areas
are beyond Joe Average on low wages. I, as
I suspect most of your readers will be, am
priced out of the Queensland market. It’s
cheaper for me to travel to the heart of NSW
to find venison. It’s a shame many of us have
been denied the right to access public lands
like other states and territories, as hunting is
expensive enough without adding extra fees.

I sympathise with the farmers’ plight,
especially in a drought, and can see why
they strive to make income outside normal
farming activities, but if they treated hunters

like any other farm stay visitors (fishers,
campers, hikers) we wouldn’t have a
problem with that. Charge for the amenities
supplied, not for animals taken.

Charging $300 a day to pitch a tent is not
on. For $7 per person you can pitch a tent on
Fraser Island and catch as many fish as you
like. Be reasonable with what you charge and
your occupancy rates will soar.

Maybe even the SSAA could look at
doing something similar for landholders and
hunters as they do with the Farmer Assist
program. Imagine how much it would bolster
our membership if you could go online and
find a property to stay which also lets you
hunt.

Robert Dobie, via email

RSPCA can’t have it both ways

FIRSTLY LET ME congratulate you on an
excellent magazine and for the work you

do in promoting shooting and hunting. My
neighbour is a SSAA member and passes
your magazines to me when he’s finished
with them. In the Australian Shooter’s
Journal Vol.15 Issue 1 (November 2018) you
quote an RSPCA statement that ‘shooting by
itself is not an effective way to significantly
reduce animal numbers and is of limited

use to achieve long-term control’. If this is
the RSPCA’s belief then why do they have

a problem with duck shooting if it’s not an

Insurance Q&A o

effective way to reduce animal numbers?

I think the RSPCA view could be used as

an argument to the Game Management
Authority in Victoria that there should be a
normal season as shooting does not signifi-
cantly reduce numbers. RSPCA cannot have
it both ways - either shooting is an effective
way to reduce pest animals and shooters
should be encouraged, or it is not effective
and there should be a normal duck season in
terms of both length and bag limit.

Ray Wilson, NSW

READER M. KENNEDY sent us this picture
of his cat reading our December magazine.
The look of apprehension is understandable
given one Queensland council has placed a
bounty on the heads of his feral relatives.

I run my own business but it
doesn’t have anything to do with
firearms. Can I still take out
insurance through SSAA General Insurance
Brokers?
Robert

Robert, SSAA General Insurance

Brokers Pty Ltd not only looks

after our members’ personal needs,
we also manage many of our clients’ com-
mercial and business insurances. You don’t
need to be in a business relating to firearms
for us to help with your insurances and,
because we deal with all the major under-
writers, more often than not we can work
with any insurance company your existing
broker can. Another advantage of insuring

with SSAA General Insurance Brokers is
we don't charge a brokerage fee for our
members’ personal insurances and we pay
an annual dividend back to the SSAA.

When it comes to business insurance
there are normally half a dozen or more
classes of insurance to consider and we can
talk you through each. These include fire,
business interruption, glass, burglary and
money, but depending on your line of work
there may be others to consider. We’ll rate
each section separately and assess your
risk management and needs all as a part of
our free-quote promise.

Firearm-related businesses are managed
the same as business insurances and we
will perform professionally throughout, just
as you'd expect from any other insurer or

brokerage. As a SSAA member we have
your best interests at heart and will assist
you in every way possible, should you need
to make a claim on any of your insurances.

Contact SSAA General Insurance Bro-
kers on 08 8332 0281 or via ssaaib.com.au
for more information on insuring your busi-
ness or any other insurance
matter.

Send questions to:
communications@ssaa.org.au

*The advice offered in this column is of a general
nature and does not allow for individual situations.
SSAAIB recommends that you obtain professional
advice before proceeding with any insurance
investment. SSAAIB accepts no liability for any actions
by an individual to change their insurance plans
without seeking professional advice.

Australion Shooter 7
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.303 military surplus

WITH
REGARD TO
Eric Cole-
man’s question
(Top Shots,
December
2018) I can
remember
when it was
illegal to own a
rifle that fired a
cartridge used
by the military
- any mili-

tary - and surplus .303 military rifles were
barrelled to a legal calibre.

Fifty years ago it was much harder to buy
a high powered rifle. Most people had a .22
rimfire and a shotgun but centrefires were
few and far between. I remember two types
of 303/22 (two different case lengths) and
the 303/243, 303/25 and 303/270. If memory
serves, cartridges were made by the Super
Cartridge Company and another firm that
produced brass which I think was Bertram
Bullets out of Seymour, Victoria.

I’'ve been throwing out old magazines I
collected over the years as nobody wants
them, but when I read Eric’s letter I saved
this old reloading guide which mentions the
.303/25 and .303/270. If Eric or anyone else
wants the guide, they can have it.

Peter Carter, via email
e If you’d like the magazine, email your

name and address to edit@ssaa.org.au
and we’ll pass it to Peter. First in gets
the ‘prize’.

Ear’'s a good idea

I GUESS THOSE who take shooting seri-
ously would love a borescope to inspect the
inside of their barrel but can’t justify the
cost. Well, I think I've found the answer.

I've seen online several tiny cable-
mounted cameras that would almost do the
job but all had the problem that their focal
distance was a minimum of about 30cm and
narrow, making them virtually useless. Now
there’s a gadget on the market that will
work. eBay lists it as ‘Earpick Otoscope
Endoscope Ear Spoon Borescope Ear
Cleaning For Android PC’ and it’s designed
for earwax removal.

There are a number of types on sale but
the one mentioned has a parallel tube just
small enough to enter a .22 barrel (mine
anyway), it has a 15mm focal distance, wide
lens, excellent magnification and a nice
clear picture. A minor drawback is the small
finger grip on the rear end which could be
ground off, but in my case the requirement
is usually for checking the chamber and
muzzle so it works as is.

I hope this will be useful to fellow
shooters. I bought the 1.3MP version
which has proved invaluable and, at only
$11.52 plus $2.99 freight, dirt cheap.

Bruce Potter, WA

I fear he’s missed the point

I WAS INTERESTED to read Denis
Dixon’s comments on Australian Women’s
Shooter in your February magazine. I can’t
understand why he would view this as
discriminatory and therefore divisive for the
shooting community. I see the new maga-
zine as a way to be more inclusive of the
genders as, up until now, there hasn’t been
much information in print on products and
the different aspects to women'’s shooting
(body shape, gun fit etc).

It’s important to note that percentage-
wise not a lot of women shoot compared
to men and having women-only pages in
Australian Shooter would no doubt have
been viewed as a ‘waste of space’ by people
like Mr Dixon, so I think it was a great idea
to have a quarterly insert for women to help
improve our knowledge and skills.

Not only has it given me some insight
into my shooting, it has helped my husband
understand what I need from him by way
of advice and coaching. Ultimately, if this
magazine encourages more women to come
on board it’s a wonderful thing as there’s
strength in numbers.

Furthermore, if “a shooter is a shooter”
Mr Dixon, why do the Olympic Games,
world championships etc separate the sexes
in competition?

Julianne Collen, WA

wolfeyes.com.au
Ph 1300 911 007
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Cane toads on the menu

WITH REFERENCE TO Jennifer Crocker’s
letter ‘Cane toad a goanna curse’ (Shooter,
November 2018), I can confirm water-rats
also know how to consume cane toads effec-
tively since one night I found our last pond
goldfish ($25!) being eaten by a water-rat
sitting on top of the pond filter. It seemed to
be saying “thanks for the Asian take-away”.

The following two nights, however, I found
empty cane toad ‘suits’ in the same place
with all internal flesh eaten bar a small,
dark-pink liver-looking organ. That process
has since been mentioned in an Australian
Geographic article. The cunning native
Aussies may win the day yet!

John Cornelius, Cairns

Give rats credit where it’s due

JENNIFER CROCKER’S LETTER in the
November Shooter regarding the decline of
the goanna is so true. I hunt a large property
in central Queensland where the owner told
me that since the arrival of the cane toad
about 18 years ago the goanna population
plummeted to the extent it’s rare to see

07 5597.3220 s
Email gcss@gcshooters.com:au
www.w.gcshooters.com.au i
Bus hours Qld time:

Monday to Friday only

8.30am - 5pm

Secure online shoppingwith PayPal

them there today. In hunting the area for the
past eight years I've never seen a goanna
there.

An effective predator of the cane toad is
the white tail water-rat which quickly flips it
on its back to disembowel, always avoiding
the head. I've seen this twice - at night and
just before daylight.

The crow gets credit for the kill but in my
experience he’s only doing what he does
best - cleaning up what’s left by the rat. The
toad is mainly active at night, the water-rat’s
prime hunting time, while the crow is active
in daylight, scavenging the leftovers around
dams and waterways, common habitat of
water-rats and toads.

Gavin Adams, Qld

Craftsmen to be proud of

IT WAS GREAT to read Sam Garro’s article
in November’s Australian Shooter about
Ross Waghorn and Bob De Vries, who have
both done a fair bit of work for me. If I were
to compare their work with Purdey, Righy
and Holland - who I know well and have
their guns - I can say the work Ross and

Bob do is equal to the best. Additionally,
they can handle some challenges the British
gunmakers wouldn’t even consider.

By recognising their skills Sam has identi-
fied two craftsmen Australia can be proud
of and this article will hopefully spark some
interest among young Aussies looking
to excel in such crafts. In an increasingly
de-skilled Australia it’s important to have
a benchmark to aim for. And I'm glad Sam
noted that Ross originated from Sydney!

Jogesh Dhanda, NSW

Air pistols in Queensland

I WAS WONDERING who services/rebuilds
air pistols in SE Queensland as [ have a FWB
80 that needs attention but Beeman can’t

be contacted (was told they shut down). I
approached a local gunsmith who advised
parts are difficult to obtain and they don’t do
it any more.

After weeks of trying I found Gunroom at
32 Spine Street, Sumner run by Ian McIn-
tosh and Lewis Reinhold. Only mention it in
case it can be of use to someone else.

John, via email

Hogue rifle and shotgun stocks pillar bed $260, full alloy bed $330;

Grips rubber $40, synthetic ivory $60, wood from $60; Duty holsters from $60;
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".. o #& e
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magazine $55; Mecgar CZ75 9mm 10-rnd magazine $70; Sportco 62 A/S Model 10-rnd magazine $120; Anschutz
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. SRR (T current specials through our online store!

Remington 783 timber stock .308.24" blued 5-rnd with scope $855..223/.243 TBA.

i Starllne brass - shotshells, rifle and handgun brass = many calibres available online.

) 5 i New HiViz front and rear sights IN STORE NOW from $50.

FREE glft with two HiViz products through our online store (same transaction) with PayPal.
Celestron 50mm C50 Mini Mak spotting scope $120." =
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Open Season ... comon

Animal rights groups cannot be trusted. Full stop!

t the beginning of the year the

media turned the spotlight on

some appalling activities of animal

rights groups in Australia. The
reported behaviour should certainly discredit
them as groups worthy to be listened to or
included in any discussions regarding govern-
ment policy. The door should now be shut on
them and any submissions received should be
lobbed straight into the recycling bin.

It started with various newspapers publish-
ing allegations that so-called whistle-blowers
on live sheep export ships were paid for foot-
age. The organisation named in these ‘Cash
for cruelty’ reports for making payments for
footage was Animals Australia, one of the
larger animal rights groups in the country.
The organisation had previously stated they
don’t make such payments but when found
out they in fact do, they then denied asking
people not to make conditions worse than
they are. In emails obtained by the media it
was reported that some workers in response
to large payment offers from Animals Austra-
lia suggested cutting off ventilation or switch-
ing off exhaust fans to distress sheep in order
to receive payments.

Although Animals Australia was said to
strongly discourage such activities, from
what was seen in video footage it did look like
these suggestions had been implemented. It
seemed low-paid foreign workers and people
who could be easily corrupted were found

and offered a deal too good to refuse. They
then provided Animals Australia with the best
footage they could manufacture to ensure
payment.

From initially denying providing payment
to now denying any involvement in produc-
ing fabricated worst-case scenario footage,
Animals Australia cannot be trusted. It
certainly looks more than possible they cre-
ated (directly or indirectly) a horrible animal
welfare situation to further their ideological
crusade. They cannot be taken seriously by
anyone ever again.

Within a short time another animal rights
group hit the headlines, this time due to the
release of a website created to show the loca-
tion and contact details of farms all across the
country.

The website was set up to imply the farm-
ers listed were undertaking activities of
animal cruelty. These farmers, who run legiti-
mate family businesses, are only responsible
for producing safe and healthy food for the
broader community. Now, in addition to the
threat of trespass from animal rights activists,
there are new fears of an increased biosecu-
rity risk.

The group which operates the website is
called Aussie Farms. Calls were made to strip
the organisation of its charity status seeing
as donations are being used to fund activities
to harass and terrorise farmers. Farmers said
they didn’t feel safe as they see the online
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map as an ‘attack list’ for activists to come on
to their properties without permission. The
farming community fear they’re now more at
risk of being invaded by trespassing animal
rights activists who would enter their prop-
erty uninvited day or night.

One thing for certain in 2019 is that animal
rights groups are becoming bolder and more
desperate to push their ideologies. It makes
you wonder if activists are posing as hunt-
ers to manufacture footage of hunters doing
the wrong thing. An example that this may
be possible is the fact activists are obtaining
game licences so they can enter wetlands
in Victoria before they’re legally allowed to
harass hunters. Currently, those not hunting
cannot enter hunting areas prior to 10am
during duck hunting season.

From what we’ve seen it would not be
beyond activists to dress up like hunters
and shoot protected species, make a mess in
camp grounds or bury piles of dead ducks so
they can be found to demonstrate ‘waste’. For
the sake of creating camera footage they can
use against hunters in the same way they’'ve
attacked other groups, it looks like anything’s
possible. I don’t trust them, you shouldn’t
trust them, no-one should trust them or any-
thing they say.

Send questions to:
wildlife@ssaa.org.au
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LEUPOLD
10% OFF

any Leupold Product

Pre-Order any Leupold Product in
April and we will give you 10% off our
already cheap prices. Secure with a

20% deposit, and pay the balance just
before delivery. Take 10% off the prices
on this ad or call for any other

Leupold Products. Delivery in May.

Leupold VX-Freedom
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VX-Freedom 1.5-4x20 Duplex
VX-Freedom 1.5-4x20 Pig Plex ..
VX-Freedom 1.5-4x20 AR-Bal Mil
VX-Freedom 2-7x33 Duplex
VX-Freedom 2-7x33 Rimfire ...
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 Duplex ...
VX-Freedom 3-9x50 Duplex
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 Muzzle Loader .. $440

..$365

VX-Freedom 3-9x40 CDS Duplex .....$530
VX-Freedom 3-9x40 AR mil TMR ......$440
.............. $365

VX-Freedom 3-9x33 EFR ......cccvuvenee $540
VX-Freedom 4-12x40 TRIMOA ......... $540
Leupold Thermals I ELh
Leupold LTO Tracker “

Leupold LTO Quest
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Leupold LTO Quest

VX-6HD Scopes
VX-6HD 1-6x24
VX-6HD 2-12x42 ...
VX-6HD 3-18x44 ...
VX-6HD 3-18x50
VX-6HD 4-24x52 34mm

VX-R Scopes
1.25-4x20
2-7x33.....
3-9x40....
3-9x50....

www.magnumsports.com.au 19 Babbage Rd
Roseville Chase NSW 2069
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VX-5HD Scopes
VX-5HD 1-5X24
VX-5HD 1-5X24 llluminated.
VX-5HD 2-10X42......coevrrrrrerrrrreerenns
VX-5HD 2-10x42 CDS ZL2...............
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Leupold LRP (Long Range Precision)
All 30mm tube with Side Focus
First Focal Plane Models Available (FFP)

VX-3i LRP 4.5-14x50 Second Focal Plane.$1370
VX-3i LRP 4.5-14x50 First Foical Plane .....$1530
VX-3i LRP 6.5-20x50 Second Focal Plane.$1450
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VX-3i LRP 8.5-25x50 Second Focal Plane.$1530
VX-3i LRP 8.5-25x50 TMR Ret FFP............ $1610

VX-3i Scopes
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VX-3i 1.5-5X20......0mnmrivrrrrniinns
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VX-3i 3.5-10X50......0erverrerrerrrerreeenns
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VX-3i 4.5-14x40 ...$840
VX-3i 4.5-14x40 30mm Side Focus.... $925
VX-3i 4.5-14x50 30mm Side Focus..$1095
VX-3i 4.5-14x56 30mm llluminated..$1610
VX-3i 6.5-20x40 EFR TGT $1175
VX-3i 6.5-20x50 30mm Side Focus.. $1450
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only $675
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Leupold RX-2800 TBR/W.
Leupold RX-1600 TBR/W
Leupold RX-1600 TBR/W Camo
Leupold RX-1600 TBR/W Blaze Orange.. $710

Leupold RX-1300 TBR/W..........ccouenens $405
Leupold RX-1300 TBR/W Camo......... $440
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$15 flat rate post

for all orders anywhere

in Australia.
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Federal Small

Pistol Primer Special
While Stocks Last
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$627 per 10000

GERMAN SPORT GUNS

GSG Specials

GSG Firefly 22Ir
GSG 1911 AD OPS 22Ir

GSG 1911 Target 22Ir ...
Scoperot
included
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Bushnell Specials
Bushnell Forge
4.5-27x50 FFP MRAD

Now Just $1059

Bushnell 3500
3-9x40 Multi-X Japanese Made.

Lifetime Warranty.
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Rimfire w

Bushnell Rimfire 3-9x40 BDC Turrets...$235
Bushnell Rimfire 3-12x40 BDC Turrets.$240
Bushnell Rimfire 6-18x40 BDC Turrets.$250
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Trophy Xtreme 20-60x65 Kit......
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Legend Ultra HD 20-60x80 Kit............ $810
Bushnell Legend HD Binoculars
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NEW GRS Bifrost

Available for Howa/Vanguard, Savage 10
&110, Rem 700 and Mauser 98

Special While Stocks Last

GRS Bi-Frost for Tikka

GRS Berserk

Available for Tikka T3 and T3x, Tikka CTR,
Savage 12 & 16, Rem 700 Short and Long
Action, and Howa Short Action.

GRS Sporter Stock...

GRS Sporter Stock Blank............e.e...

GRS Hunter Stock....
GRS Hunter Stock Blank..

GRS Hybrid Stock

GRS Hybrid Stock Blank..
GRS Kelbley X-Eater Stock...
GRS Kelbley X-Eater Blank

$345 RCBS

$220 RCBS Chargemaster Lite...

HARRIS

Harris Bi-Pods

$305 Harris L or BR Bi-Pod

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

..$1115
$1030

.$560
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The right tools to get the job done

ifle and pistol cartridges can be

reloaded using a basic kit consist-

ing of a set of dies and a good

reloading press, but let’s have a
look at some other equipment available
nowadays that makes this task a lot more
enjoyable, safer and produces better, more
accurate cartridges.

Scales: Although many shooters have
loaded thousands of good cartridges using
only a powder dipper, a good set of scales is
a very handy item to quickly measure the
weight of not only the powder being used,
but the weight of the cartridge cases and
projectiles. Mechanical scales have been
the norm in the past but good electronic
ones are now available at affordable prices,
are convenient to use and highly accurate.

I use electronic scales myself but keep my
old mechanical ones on hand to occasionally
check the accuracy of the electronic version
and as a safeguard, just in case the battery
goes flat halfway through a loading session.

Bullet puller: A projectile bullet puller
can be a life saver if you've made a mistake
and find you've loaded the wrong weight

of powder in your cartridges. Without one
it’s a laborious and time-consuming task
removing the projectile from the case with-
out ruining both. Bullet pullers come in two
forms, firstly a hammer-type device that

accommodates most cartridge sizes and
removes the projectile from the cartridge
case by hitting the head of the ‘hammer’ on
a hard surface until the projectile is forced
from the cartridge case by kinetic force.
Secondly is the puller device which screws
into the reloading press and has adjustable
‘jaws’ that clamp around the projectile and
remove it from the case using the press as
a levering device. A separate set of ‘jaws’
must be used for each calibre as one set
won't fit all.

Powder trickler: When precise loads of
powder are required, a convenient way to
obtain powder weight accuracy to one-tenth
of a grain is to dispense the powder from a
powder measure, about two or three-tenths
of a grain below the required weight, on to
the scale. Then using a ‘powder trickler’,
top up the scale pan with the extra powder
prior to loading it into the cartridge case.
After putting the powder into the case, to
ensure there are no empty or under-loaded
cases they should be placed into a loading
block that usually holds about 50 cases.
Then with the aid of a torch, examine each
case by looking down the neck to ensure
none have been missed (and are empty)
and the powder height is the same in all

of them. It can happen, when dispensing
from a powder measure, that only a partial
charge is dispensed into one case and the

next case gets a charge and a bit. This can
be a dangerous state of affairs that’s best
avoided.

Case lubricant: Another useful low-cost
item to have on hand is case lubricant. This
is available in either solid or sprays and is
indispensible if used cartridge cases are

to be full length resized after a number of
uses, especially if the cases are large. The
lubricant is applied to the outside of the
cartridge case prior to the sizing process,
and through experience I've found only
every fourth cartridge or so needs to be
lubricated as the die tends to retain some
of the lubricant during usage. It’s also a
good idea to put some on the inside of the
cartridge case neck, as it tends to reduce
the effort required when pulling the neck-
resizing die out of the case neck in the final
sizing process.

Log book: Finally, I always advise reload-
ers to keep a log book and record the date
loaded; cartridge type; powder make, type
and weight; projectile, make, type and
weight as well as any comments regarding
accuracy, primer condition etc for future
reference.

DL: 400027000

Hunter Plus
Rimfire .22/.17HMR

EFcs®

Hunter Plus From $80

duplex reticle 4x32, 3-9x32

3-9x40

4x32, 6x40
3-9x40

CHOATE STOCKS

T

Target/varmint
stocks fit Rem 700,
Win 70, Savage -
SA and LA - $440

Target

Varmint
A Tactical
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L Adj Tactical $935 stock Rem 700,
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LA - Howa SA
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Std Tactical $532 _

Lymaoptics
SHOP ONLINE 24/7 www.
www.sunopticsaustralia.com suscop
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Rem 7615/7600 stock
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- PO Box 846, Raymond Terrace, NSW 2324 Ph 02 4981 7920 Fax 02 4981 8627
Website: www.lynxoptics.com.au Email: info@lynxoptics.com.au

lynxoptics.com.au

Tactical Hunter
long range, 30mm tube

from $625

4x32 1" tube
2-7x32

P N

4-14x44 = —

from$180

Precision ground,
fully multi coated 6}32630 -
e Hunter reticle
10x44 MD, 42x60 MD
$360 5 *
$351
LX 1.5-5x32D LX 2-7x32D

$640

PS 16x42

LX2 4-12x40D mil dot

Sun Optics
Tactical 30mm CQB
SR20 1-6x24 T3 IR reticle

Rem 700 S/A
.308 6+ | round
Steel not plastic

$350

Sun Optics Ultra
Variable 30mm IR
5-30x56 mil dot

LX 6x38D

LX 4x38D $388
LX 3-9x38D
Sun Optics 1903
(i Springfield 4x with base
and ring combo
= /
PS 20x42
P8x56D Mil dot $550
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FULLY EXPRESS YOUR
SHOOTING SKILLS

Fiocchi combines knowledge gained over 140
years producing small arms ammunition with the
best in today’s modern technology.

The EPN (Expansive Polymer Nose)
combines exceptional ballistic
performance with unmatched
stopping power.

"..

Eaanﬁmium R g

BRRE Ml CenrerFRE

— | " / 50 Pack
/223 Rem
/ 50gr/55gr Expansive Polymer Tip

PLANO BOX

/ Bulk 200

/ 223 Rem

/ 50gr Expansive Polymer Tip
/ 4 x 50 Round Packets

/ Weatherproof Carrycase

FIND YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST Find us on Facebook
www.tasco.com.au/find-an-outlet OUTDOORS www.facebook.com/tascosalesaustralia



Bushcraft & Survival .00

Being prepared means thinking ahead

unting solo has the potential
to be dangerous. While most
hunters are probably familiar
with the landscape in which
they pursue their passion with little danger
of becoming disorientated, this is not out of
the question and the possibility of a debili-
tating accident is ever present.
While there have been only a handful
of news reports on hunting accidents that
threatened life, there are enough to remind
us they’re not beyond the realms of possi-
bility. The opportunity for successful hunts
of most game species in Australia don’t
really lie in remote regions but, due to the
vast nature of this continent, it’s possible to
be incapacitated well away from any form
of help.
In itself, this situation can mean a
lengthy wait for assistance to arrive even
if it has been possible to contact someone
for help. More dangerously, imagine if the
wild boar scene from the film Hunt for the
Wilderpeople was to happen to your party
for real, instead of being an award-winning
visual effect. Small calibre rifles and shaky
aim wouldn’t be much help in that situation.
The point is that life-threatening situ-
ations can arise - losing your way, being
injured, heat exhaustion and others, and
when they do a back-up action is called
for. How you choose to deal with this pos-
sibility depends how long the hunt was

£ NightVision

AUSTRALLA

FLIR Scout Il 640

IS L3m Detection Distance
5 10 Yeor Weamanty O Sensor
12 Amerioan Mode Duolity
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planned for in the first place. Naturally
you’ve told a responsible person where
youw’ll be hunting and the expected time of
your return - and you’ll stick to this plan
no matter what! If you're planning to stay
out overnight you'd already be carrying a
backpack containing basic camping gear

in the form of a shelter and sleeping bag,
cooking and eating utensils, a goodly quan-
tity of water and some food.

Hopefully you can set the camp up and
wait until help arrives but if by chance
you're not in the place where searchers
are likely to look, I hope you had the fore-
thought to take a personal locator beacon
(PLB) with you as suggested in a recent
column, or you have a fully charged mobile
phone with reception.

Remember that even when voice contact
is not possible, you may be able to send
a text message which apparently takes
less ‘grunt’ to get through. Personally, I
wouldn’t be relying on the phone and would
pack a PLB, though my mate who carries
two beacons is, I feel, being a bit excessive.

Back in the days when hiking and camp-
ing were all the rage, the smallest party a
club would let loose in the scrub was four
people. It was thought one could stay with
an injured hiker while the other two went
for help. While a party of four may not
always be good for stalking wary animals
through the bush, a couple can always stay

Unit 5/4% Huntley Street, Alexandria, MSW 2015

wwer nightvisien.com.au

Cono NSR335 Thermal
Rifle Scope

I 1. 75km Detaction Hatance
I el 320 grams
% 508 Refresh Rabe

Three-time
Tour de France
winner Greg
LeMond was
accidentally
shot during a
turkey shoot.in

California.

back in camp and occupy themselves with

a myriad of chores that always seem to
arise, taking it in turns to alternate with the
active hunters each day or so.

The number of hikers who perished or
almost did over the 2018/19 holiday season
was very saddening. There’s definitely a
different weather cycle to what I've been
used to, so taking adequate water when
hunting away from camp is imperative,
both for good health and efficient hunting.
While in the past I've found them some-
what cumbersome, I'm more and more in
favour of those water containers that come
in the form of a wearable
backpack. Perhaps my
trusty two-bottle belt rig
will be replaced if [ ask
“The Boss’ for a birthday
surprise. I'll let you know
how I get on.

02 90510574

salesfenightvision.com.au

FLIR Co-Mini Night Vision Clip On

B Comvert Your Day Scope To & Right Soope
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Just got a little greener

b SHOT
CAPACITY

Unique inline pull
handle returns you
straight back to the
trigger where

it belongs.

A serious STRAIGHT PULL ruk THE SERIOUS suﬂum

Impala Plus also is available in the following finishes. Walnut, Black Synthetic and Camo.
Choose between barrel lengths of 20, 24, 28 inch. Choke and non choke models. All Impalas
have 5+1 capacity and are drilled and tapped for red dot sights. Prices start from $1,099 (SRP).

20” Straight Pull, 5 shot magazine, comb riser, built in cantilever
weaver mount, iron sights. Finished in Green O.C. Cerakote

24" Straight Pull, 5 shot magazine, comb riser, supplied with
Picatinny mount, iron sights. Finished in Green O.C. Cerakote
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Clay Target Q&A .. o

I'm relatively new to clay
target shooting but have been
shooting rifles all my life in
one form or another. I haven’t
had any coaching and wondered what you
feel are the most important couple of funda-
mentals I should focus on before I proceed
with some professional help. When I shot
clays as a schoolboy the techniques we
were taught seem odd compared to what
I'm seeing at my local range. Any help
greatly appreciated.
Jacob Farrugia, Sunshine, Vic

The fundamentals for any sport

are the starting point on the

road to success, so well done

for trying to sort that out first.
I've no idea what level you're trying to
reach or what discipline of clay target
shooting you’re pursuing but start with
the right equipment. If shooting trap, buy
a trap gun, if it’s Sporting Clays or Skeet
buy a shotgun that’s suitable. Any decent
gunshop will be able to set you on the
right path. Once you have the necessary
firearm, and I'll assume it will be fitted
correctly, you can concentrate on the basic
technical fundamentals.

Above all else I consider the shotgun
mount to your shoulder and into the firing
position the most important fundamental.
I say that as it will ultimately determine
where your eyes are placed when you're
pulling the trigger aiming at your target. If
you've mounted the gun in such a way that

" LIGHT WEIGHT
_ CARBONFIBRE

~ VAST RANGE AND |
__POINTOFAIM

(Quick " QUICK SET UP WITH |
STEADY SUPPORT _ STEADY SUPPORT |

" SUPPORTS ALL
SHOOTING POSITIONS POSITIONS

‘/ EXTENDABLE TO \
| STANDING HEIGHT _ ,

‘/ DESIGNED FOR
THE HUNTER

Multi use quick
release bi pod

_—Qulck Release Weaver Rail mounting system

et O

PRONE POSITION

Above all else |
consider the shotgun
mount to your
shoulder and into
the firing position
the most important
fundamental.

your head is firmly on the stock and you’re
looking out through the centre of your eyes
then you’re halfway home.

If you can clearly see what you're aiming
at while your head is looking perfectly down
the centre of the barrel you're on your way
to hitting a lot of clay targets. If you can’t
clearly see your target you can have the
greatest shotgun, most expensive ammuni-
tion, best fitting shooting jacket etc, but it’s
not going to help you one bit. Learn how to
mount your gun with your eyes parallel to
the horizon and you can make a multitude
of other technical errors but still break
clays. You can’t hit what you can’t see.

Stance and balance is next. There are
many variances of stance but, as a very
basic rule, when mounting the gun point-
ing at 12 o’clock (assuming you're right
handed) have your left foot pointing at 1
o’clock and your right foot at 2 o’clock.

If left handed, point the right foot at 11

HYPER PoOD II™

SITTING POSITION

STANDING

SwmantReat Hyper Pod 11 - “Hunt with confidence”

KNEELING POSITION

K%

OFF THE HIP

o’clock and the left at 10 o’clock. Have your
heels about 30cms apart. This is a very
general guide but a good start.

As a beginner you’ll be tempted to trans-
fer all your weight over your front foot to
cater for the shotgun’s recoil. You may try
to do this by simply bending your front
knee but this will cause you issues later on.
If you're of small stature and really need to
cater for recoil, simply lean forward over
your front leg with a normal stance. Sev-
enty-five per cent of your body weight on
your leading leg is plenty as a beginner. In
time you won't feel the need to do this and
will find that enough weight will be trans-
ferred forward by simply mounting the gun
to your shoulder. Balance is a huge part of
shooting clay targets successfully and con-
sistently. Over-compensating for recoil is an
enemy of high scores in the long term.

Practising your technique at home in
front of a mirror (dry mounting) cannot be
emphasised enough. A couple of hundred
dry mounts a day will soon get you into the
instinctual habit of bringing the shotgun to
its correct starting position without having
to manually feed yourself instructions on
the range. Once you can do this without
thinking about it there’s no
substitute for practice. Trust
yourself with the fundamen-
tals and good scores will
follow. Good luck.

e

£

Send questions to:

russell@goshooting.com.au

Item Code
SRHPII
RRP $249

&

.
Cagleye
FHunting Gear
02 9773 6874

Available Now from all
leading retailers including:

TREKKING

WWW.EAGLEYEHG.COM.AU
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Got a question - ask our

TOP SHe

* John Dunn * Paul Miller * Greg Riemer * Geoff Smith * Barry Wilmot

First of all great magazine, great

content and great knowledge base.

My .308 rifle is zeroed for 180gr
bullets with excellent results on deer, pigs
and goats. I want to load lighter bullets,
maybe 130gr or less for hunting smaller
game (kangaroo under the SSAA Farmer
Assist program) as the 180gr load is a bit
heavy and expensive for this purpose.

What weight of bullet in .308 would be

best suited for kangaroo and is there a for-
mula to give me the same or similar MPI
as the zero for my 180gr slugs? I reload my
own ammo and the 180gr are zeroed for
100yds. Any advice appreciated.
Richard Mackay, Qld

Richard, in answering your question
AI’Ve taken the liberty of assuming

your .308 rifle has a telescopic sight
and the 180gr projectiles used have a bal-
listic coefficient of about 0.45 with muzzle
velocity of 2300fps. Sighted to have the zero
at 100yds the 180gr bullet will be 2.1" low
at 150yds, 6.2" low at 200yds, 12.6" low at
250yds and 21.6" low at 300yds.

If you were to use 130gr projectiles having
a ballistic coefficient of about 0.29 with a
muzzle velocity of 2800fps on kangaroos
(which would be ideal) again sighted at
100yds the same as your 180gr projec-
tiles, the 130gr bullets would be 1.3" low
at 150yds, 4.1" low at 200yds, 8.8" low at
250yds and 15.4" low at 250yds.

As you'll see from these figures there’s
only about 6" difference in the bullet drops
out to 300yds, so you could adjust very
quickly in using the two bullet weights when
hunting with your .308 rifle.

Barry Wilmot

I've often seen advertised in your

magazine pellet traps for air rifle

shooting. Just wondering if these
can only be used on a rural property or per-
haps at a range. I have a large, fully enclosed
shed on my property which is zoned resi-
dential. Is it permissible to use a pellet trap
within the confines of the shed?
Jock McNeill, Vic

20 Australian Shooter
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In Victoria, Regulation 8 of your
AFirearms Act which deals with the

“conduct of sport shooting on other
than an approved range” is where the
answer probably lies. Advice obtained from
the Licensing and Regulation Division was
as follows: “In order to use a firearm in a
residential zone in the manner described,
it would need council approval and be an
approved range under the Firearms Act
1996.”

A request on your behalf to the Divisional
Firearms Office in Bendigo resulted in the
following response: “Short answer ‘no’. He
will not get authorisation for a range on resi-
dential premises in Bendigo. My opinion is
the council would not do it. He could always
ask but I think it would need a costly plan-
ning permit or some other costly red tape.”

The Victoria Police website police.vic.gov.
au/dfocontacts contains a list of the Divi-
sional Firearms Officers for each region and
these officers are the ones to whom such

queries are best directed.
Geoff Smith

I've been reloading for a few years

and have the following query. I have

a 783 Rem 270 using Nosler 130gr
boat-tails with 2208 and 2209 powder (haven’t
found load as yet). Overall cartridge length in
the ADI book is listed at 3.230. I have set the
seating die for this and some bullets come
out at 3.226, 3.227, 3.225 and 3.231. I mea-
sured my projectiles and some are different.
So my concern is will this affect accuracy or
should I seat every projectile at 3.230? I trim
cases to 2.530. Any help appreciated.
Troy Wiegold, via email

Overall cartridge length is an inter-

Ajsting subject and basically the over-
11 length for any rifle is governed by

three measurements. Firstly the magazine
length, as rounds have to feed and function
reliably. Second is chamber length which you
find by trial seating a given projectile to the
longest length that will fit the magazine and
feed into the chamber without any difficulty
closing the bolt.

* Rod Pascoe

email: edit@ssaa.org.au

Thirdly, the length you come up with by
experimenting whether your rifle shoots that
projectile best based on the distance from
the lands. Some rifles like a given design of
projectile hard seated, while others prove
best with a few thou of jump to the lands.

All firearms are individuals. I've seen
rifles with long magazines and short-
throated chambers, others with short maga-
zines and long-throated chambers which all
makes for part of the challenge of handload-
ing and a reason why ammunition loaded for
one rifle may not fit another.

Your experiences with the small variations
of projectile length affecting your measure-
ments are not unique - usually the variation
is in the tip forming process. I use a com-
parator nut from Sinclair International when
measuring OAL and projectiles. Basically it’s
a hole in a plate that fits on to the calipers
and measures to a fixed point on the ogive
on the projectile, thus avoiding tip variations.
With quality modern projectiles there’s usu-
ally no variation so I then check the loaded
OAL to make sure magazine clearance is
maintained.

So the short answer to your question is
the small variations in tip length won’t affect
accuracy for most shooting activities. For
the most precise long-range shooting, some
companies make tip uniforming tools that
will give peace of mind.

One more thing - the OAL published in
any loading manual is based on their par-
ticular test firearm and you should always
establish your own by using the magazine/
chamber length method mentioned above.
Greg Riemer

I bought a Norinco JW25 a while
back and, despite repeated
attempts by myself and
others, find it impossible to sight in.
I've tried open and telescopic sights yet no
matter what, rounds literally go all over
the place, even at close range. Two gun-
smiths checked the barrel for possible curva-
ture or rifling defects but gave it the all clear.
Any ideas?
Jim Nash, via email



Assuming your rifle is new, it’s

unusual these days to find one that

won’t shoot, especially a rimfire.
Some years ago I had a .223 review rifle that
refused to group, spraying bullets all over
the target. On checking the barrel with a
bore scope I found the rifling hadn’t been
cut properly, so my first suggestion would
be to have the barrel bore scoped to ensure
the rifling is intact and cut from breech to
muzzle. Just looking down the barrel won’t
tell you that.

I'd also have the barrel slugged to ensure
it’s not oversize. This can be done by pulling
a projectile from a live round and pushing it
down the barrel with a cleaning rod to see if
it takes the rifling. If the bore is oversize the
projectile will literally fall through the barrel.

Check the crown of the muzzle to make
sure there aren’t any burrs protruding into
the rifling. A gunsmith can re-crown and lap
the muzzle quickly and easily. Also try some
different ammo as it can make a difference.

Make sure the action sits squarely in its
mortise and the action screws are properly
tightened. Check the barrel channel for high
points and if necessary float the barrel com-
pletely. Alternatively you might like to bed
the barrel and action to ensure everything
goes back into the same place and vibrates
the same way every time the rifle is fired.

If none of these make a difference your
only other option is to return the rifle and
have it replaced.

John Dunn

I'm brand spanking new to the

world of shooting and hunting. I've

asked online and as you can imag-
ine had a thousand different opinions and
variety of answers so thought I'd ask the Top
Shots for their input.

What is a good rifle that will work for
shooting targets at the range and also to go
hunting with? I'm going to start off chasing
rabbits, foxes and try tracking feral cats and
dogs, eventually stepping up to hunting deer.
Ideally I'd love to do it all with one rifle but
doubt that’s possible. I'll be looking for a sec-
ondhand rifle to get me going. I've been told

to use a .22LR, .223, .303 or .308 but being a
new shooter it’s all a bit overwhelming.
Rob Cuthbert, NSW

Rob, your question is a cracker and
causes no end of confusion and good
atured argument among newbies
and old hands alike. For what you want to
do the one-gun solution is almost impos-
sible. For small game the 223 Remington
is Australia’s biggest seller and the most
popular cartridge for pigs and deer is the 308
Winchester. Both of these are perfect for
various target disciplines and can be had in
excellent secondhand rifles like Tikka or the
Australian-made Lithgow.

The Tikka is available in heavy barrel or
sporter weight and also the interesting new
compact tactical rifle (CTR) configuration
which feature a shorter heavy barrel around
20" which makes them more portable even
though they have a heavier barrel than the
sporter models. The shorter barrel means
a little less velocity but this is more than
compensated for by their accuracy and por-
tability.

If you’re determined to have just one rifle
and restricted yourself to fallow deer and
didn’t need a quieter rifle with less recoil and
muzzle blast for smaller game in closer set-
tled country, the 243 Winchester would be
a good bet, with lighter varmint projectiles
for small game and heavier more stoutly-
constructed game bullets for smaller deer.

If larger deer and serious pigs are on your
radar in future, the 308 Win with appropri-
ate projectiles will do anything you’d need
on the deer and pig hunting scene here in
Australia. I recommend you start with a 223
and see where your interests in the shooting
world lead you. Get involved with your local
SSAA range where the members will be a
font of information and you won't look back.

But Rob, who in their right mind wants
only one rifle? I think you'll ‘need’ at least
four firearms including a nice bolt-action .22
and 12-gauge sporting shotgun with 30" bar-
rels for clay and game shooting. Don’t blame
me, you asked the question! Good luck.
Paul Miller

I read with interest the Rod Pascoe
article on reducing loads for target
pistols in Australian and New
Zealand Handgun 17. He mainly talks about
making up loads for revolvers but I have
a semi-automatic pistol. What can I do to
reduce recoil in my pistol?
Aaron, New Zealand

Reducing recoil in handguns makes

it easier to maintain the sight pic-

ture in quick firing matches such
as Service Pistol Unrestricted, Steel Chal-
lenge, Single (Western) Action and WA1500.
In these matches there’s no requirement
for a minimum power factor so loads can be
greatly reduced from normal. Revolvers lend
themselves to reduced loads more easily than
semi-autos although setting up a good quality
target pistol with reduced recoil can be done
quite successfully. However, it’s a bit more
involved and some brands of pistol are better
suited to handling lighter loads than others.

If you download your ammunition with a
lighter bullet and/or lighter powder charge
you must also allow for the fact the reduced
power of the recoiling cartridge may not allow
the slide to go back far enough to pick up a
round from the magazine. You can overcome
this by using a proportionally lighter recoil
spring and some brands offer light springs for
this purpose.

But there is a trade-off. Having too light a
spring may not fully return the slide with the
new round back into the battery for the next
shot. Some finessing of your loading practice
may also require experimenting with different
brands of brass, bullet weight and shape, seat-
ing depth and crimping of cases for example.

Different pistol brands also exhibit different
characteristics during the firing cycle with
respect to the racking force required to push
the slide back and cock the hammer. Some
brands offer special hammers with a modi-
fied profile to allow the slide to travel more
smoothly over the hammer as it’s cocked,
thereby requiring less force. By way of a
warning, you should not use full-house or fac-
tory loads with a light recoil spring as it may
damage your pistol.

Rod Pascoe
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] International Barneds Inc

IBI Stainless Steel Match 5R Barrels
27" in length
Remington Varmint Profile
Medium Hunter Profile
Heavy Varmint Profile
Available in:
223Rem | in8" & | in 12"
6mm | in 8"
6.51in8"
30calin | in 10"
NEW $390

IBI Stainless Steel Match 5R Barrels
31" in length
Heavy Palma Profile
Available in: .30 cal | in 10"
NEW $490

\!

IBI Stainless Steel Match 5R Barrels
27" in length
With 8 Spiral Flutes
Remington Varmint Profile
Medium Hunter Profile
Heavy Varmint Profile
Available in:
223Rem | in8" & I in 12"
6mm | in 8"
6.51in8"
30calin | in 10"
NEW $590

Remingion.

REMINGTON 700 Actions
Blued finish, with adjust trigger
Available in: .222/223, .270/30-06,
.300WM etc
NEW $699

HOWA 1500 Ultralight SS
.308 Win, stainless steel, 20" brl, Hogue stock
SPECIAL NEW $569

HOWA 1500 Sporter SS 6.5 Creedmoor,
5-shot, 22" brl stainless steel, Hogue stock
SPECIAL NEW $595

HOWA 1500 Varmint SS 6.5 Creedmoor,
5-shot, 24" brl stainless steel, Hogue stock
SPECIAL NEW $695

HOWA 1500 Mini Varmint SS .204 Ruger,
10-shot, detach mag, stainless steel, syn stock
SPECIAL NEW $550

P

HOWA 1500 Sporter 6.5 Creedmoor,
5-shot, 22" brl, blued finish, Hogue stock
SPECIAL NEW $549

Howa 1500 Sporter .223 Rem, 5-shot,
22" brl blued finish, Hogue stock, | in 9"
SPECIAL NEW $549

HOWA 1500 Mini Sporter
7.62x39, 5-shot, detachable mag
blued finish, 22" barrel, synthetic stock
SPECIAL NEW $499

Howa 1500 Mini Action Varmint
7.62x39, 5-shot, detachable mag
blued finish, 20” barrel, synthetic stock
SPECIAL NEW $499

Pa—

HOWA 1500 Varmint Long Range
barrelled actions, complete with trigger &
bottom metal, 26" threaded varmint barrel

matte blued finish. Available in: 6mm
Creedmoor, 6.5 Creedmoor & .308 Win
SPECIAL NEW $525

HOWA 1500 SHB Long Range
barrelled actions, complete with trigger &
bottom metal, 26" threaded #4 barrel
matte blued finish
Available in: 6.5 Creed & .308 Win
SPECIAL NEW $559

Leovosy

Yiorld's Forbrnosgl Sugplier

& Hurdlwasd Sunstuass

BOYD AT ONE Adjustable
Thumbhole Laminated Rifle Stock
Awvailable in: Tikka T3/T3X
Howa 1500 Varmint SA
Howa Mini Action Varmint
AVAILABLE COLOURS:
Nutmeg, Forrest, Black Jack,
Coyote, Blue Sky, Royal Jacaranda & Pepper
NEW $390

SCHMIDT () BENDER

e

SCHMIDT & BENDER Klassik
8x56, A7F reticle
SPECIAL NEW $1149

SCHMIDT & BENDER Zenith
3-12x50, A7 reticle
SPECIAL NEW $1490

et =T

SCHMIDT & BENDER PMII
Tactical, 12-50x56
P4F reticle FFP
SPECIAL NEW $2990

e e

SCHMIDT & BENDER PMII
Tactical, 5-25x56, SFP
P4FL2 illuminated reticle
SPECIAL NEW $2990

SCHMIDT & BENDER PMII
Tactical, 5-25x56, FFP
P4FL2 illuminated reticle
SPECIAL NEW $3290

SCHMIDT BENDER EXOS
|1-8x24, FD7 illuminated reticle
SPECIAL NEW $2890
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- . HORNADY M| Tumbler

— ‘ SAVAGE A22R SPECIAL NEW $89
Lever Release Repeating Rifle
Blued finish, synthetic stock
ATI SMLE 303 Synthetic Stock Set .22LR SPECIAL NEW $685
Black or Brown .22WMR SPECIAL NEW $969
Available for No. | MKIIl & No. 4 .17HMR SPECIAL NEW $969

NEW $119 Wi
SAVAGE A22R SS

Lever Release Repeating Rifle
Stainless steel, synthetic stock HORNADY Media Separator
.22LR SPECIAL NEW $849 SPECIAL NEW $70.95

ATI Remington 7600/76 15
Collapsible/Adjustable Stock SAVAGE A22R PRO VT
NEW $119 Lever Release Repeating Rifle
Blued varmint, laminated bl stock
.22LR SPECIAL NEW $1025
.22WMR SPECIAL NEW $1299
.17HMR SPECIAL NEW $1299

HORNADY Rotary Case Tumbler
SPECIAL NEW $310

ATI Ruger 10/22 & Volquarsten Summit rifle
pistol grip folding stock

Available in: Black, Grey & FDE ?;Bmmn&

NEW $175
II ' e

BROWNINCBLR 53 HORNADY Impact Bullet Puller
.308 Win, 4-shot lever action NEW $30.95

stainless steel, walnut stock
NEW $1890

o

7

ATI Ruger Mini 14 BROWNING BLR White Gold
Pistol grip folding stock .243 Win, 4-shot lever action, stainless steel,
Available in: Black, Grey & FDE walnut stock, engraved receiver deluxe
NEW $199 NEW $2590

HORNADY Classic LNL Deluxe Reloading Kit

W_‘ SPECIAL NEW $690
BROWNING BLR LW B -

.308 Win, 4-shot lever action
blued finish, walnut stock

NEW $1349
BROWNING X-Bolt Predator Hur)ter, 6.5 HORNADY Classic LNL
Creedmoor, 4-shot, camo finish Reloading Kit
‘ SPECIAL NEW $1319 SPECIAL NEW $449
ATI Tactical Shotgun Stock
Fits Rem 870/7600, Mossberg 500/590, % k
Maverick 88 & Winchester 1200/1300 BROWNING A-Bolt 3 www.cleaverfirearms.com
Pistol grip folding stock 7mm-08, blued finish, detachable magazine $$$ Monthly Prizes !!! See the
Available in: Black, Grey & FDE Synthetic NEW $499 specials first and subscribe today

NEW $169 Walnut stock NEW $599 EXCLUSIVE WEB DEALS!
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How Howard fast-tracked the NFA

John Maxwell

t the start of every year the

National Archives of Australia

(NAA) releases the latest batch of

Federal Government cabinet docu-
ments, submissions received by the prime
minister and his ministers and the decisions
they made.

Previously these were withheld from the
public for 30 years but under reforms made
by the former Labor government, that period
was reduced to 20 years with a transition
period in which two years’ worth of docu-
ments are released at once.

This most recent batch of documents
was for 1996 and 1997, the first two years
of the John Howard coalition government.
That included the first big issue for the
new government - the 1996 Port Arthur
massacre which led to the National Firearms
Agreement and banning of self-loading rifles
and pump action shotguns and introduc-
tion of national firearms registration and
licensing.

Firstly the Cabinet documents. These
relate to the highest level of government
decision making and make for pretty dry
reading. Even so, it would be nice to think
they reveal startling new details about
controversial government decisions, such as
the confiscation of some 500,000 guns from
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law-abiding gun owners, without consulta-
tion, because of the actions of one man.

Generally there are few revelations.
Contentious issues are reported in detail
at the time and politicians write memoirs
covering the big issues of their time in
sometimes excruciating detail. Gough
Whitlam’s The Whitlam Government 1972-75
a case in point.

Howard wrote about Port Arthur in detail
in his Lazarus Rising biography. So what do
the 1996 cabinet documents tell us about
his gun laws - that Port Arthur provided
an opportunity to implement his anti-gun
agenda? That’s certainly not revealed in any
of these documents.

Even NAA consultant historian Associate
Professor Paul Strangio, who reviewed the
documents in detail before release, said
they were not as illuminating on guns as
he’d hoped.“Given the urgency, a lot of it
was done from Mr Howard’s private office
and the big arguments were in the party
room rather than Cabinet. The tensions
were particularly around the National
Party,” he said.

The first document is a Cabinet minute
- a decision from a Cabinet meeting - dated
April 29, 1996, the day after Martin Bryant’s
shooting spree which claimed the lives of 35

people. This clearly indicates the direction
the government was heading in.

It notes that Social Security Minister
Jocelyn Newman, a Senator for Tasmania,
made an oral report of her trip to Tasmania
“in relation to the Port Arthur tragedy”.
Most significantly it noted agreement had
been reached between the Liberal state
government of Premier Tony Rundle,
the Labor opposition and the Greens to
“support the banning of military style semi-
automatic weapons and require registration
of all guns”.

This was significant as Tasmania, along
with Queensland, had previously resisted
pressure to tighten their gun laws and now
they were on board. Gun laws were then
and remain the responsibility of individual
states and territories and each had devel-
oped laws according to the inclinations of
their constituencies. Other than regulating
what came into the country through its
control of customs, the Commonwealth had
no powers to make gun laws. But it could
wield the big stick through its control of
funding to states and territories.

At the time Tasmania had possibly
Australia’s most relaxed gun laws. It was
possible to own fully automatic firearms and
Bryant, who didn’t have a licence, was still
able to acquire the AR-15 rifle he used at
Port Arthur.

Though Howard received the credit, the
concept of standardised national gun laws
was around long before he was PM. The
National Committee on Violence, formed
in 1988 following the Queen Street and
Hoddle Street shootings in Melbourne, had
recommended national gun laws including
restricting self-loading firearms, manda-
tory safekeeping and that all gun owners be
licensed.

That process of forging a national
approach was under way but had stalled
over the objections of states, particularly
Tasmania and Queensland. Without Port
Arthur it would have proceeded incremen-
tally, likely with substantially more input
from shooters.

So with Tasmania on board, Howard
had overcome a key obstacle. There was
a Plan B which he termed the “nuclear
option”. “That was to have a referendum
and transfer power from states to the
Commonwealth, which I think incidentally
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How Howard fast-tracked the NFA

would have been carried. It would have
been an unnecessary option,” he said at
the launch of the Cabinet documents in
Canberra in December. “The states in the
end were helpful. NSW was very helpful,
Victoria was helpful. South Australia as
well. There were difficulties with Western
Australian and Queensland.”

The other notable development outlined
in the April 29 Cabinet minute was a
meeting of police ministers to be held on
May 10, brought forward from July. From this
meeting of the Australasian Police Ministers’
Council came the National Firearms
Agreement (NFA) and from then on it was
just a matter of implementation and ironing
out fine detail.

Cabinet again considered guns at a
meeting on May 20. Readers may recall the
guns buyback was funded by an increase
in the Medicare levy, paid by just about
everyone. But some citizens such as
Defence Force members are exempt from
the levy. At issue was whether they should
have to pay it. Yes they should, the govern-
ment decided. It also decided that values as
at March 1996 would be used to compensate
those surrendering their guns.

The meeting on June 11 shows the
government was coming under pressure,
likely from shooters and some states. The
Cabinet minute states “. . . the Cabinet
confirmed its position not to vary the Police
Ministers’ prohibition on semi-automatic and
pump action shotguns.”

Other issues were also emerging, likely
because the NFA was produced at such
speed without consultation with shooters,
allowing problem areas to slip through.

The NFA resolutions go into detail on
licensing criteria but make no mention of
junior shooters and long-standing provi-
sions which allow those younger than the
minimum 18 licensing age be permitted to
shoot under appropriate supervision.

The government hastily retreated on
this, proposing to the states “the position

of under-age shooters under the Police
Ministers’ resolutions be clarified to indi-
cate that all jurisdictions would allow and
continue to allow persons under the age of
18 but above a specified minimum age to use
lawful firearms in supervised situations.”

Then there was the provision in the
Police Ministers’ resolutions declaring
the genuine reason for sports shooters
to obtain a firearms licence would only
apply to those “with valid membership of
an approved club (defined as participants
in shooting sports recognised in the char-
ters of such major sporting events as the
Commonwealth Games, Olympic Games or
World Championships)”.

On that basis only those shooting at elite
level or in special disciplines of elite compe-
tition would be licensed. There would be no
single action, combined services, practical
shooting, benchrest and more. Was someone
trying it on? Perhaps, but more likely the
reason was simple ignorance of the wide
range of sports shooting activities conducted
at clubs across Australia.

There were other issues. The original
agreement says firearms in a collection
manufactured after January 1, 1946 must be
rendered inoperable. There was no direc-
tion on how that was to be achieved, with
implication the government may have had
permanent deactivation in mind.

Collectors no doubt reacted with horror
at the prospect of an official with a welding
torch attacking their valuable items. The
government agreed to examine a proposal
to allow firearms in a collection to be
rendered inoperable by removal of part
of the firing mechanism which should be
stored separately at all times. Again, it’s
hard not to conclude that consultation may
have helped here.

The government published a long list of
newly-prohibited firearms and what compen-
sation would be paid, but some gun owners
possessed collectible firearms whose value
far exceeded their compensation value. The

government gave the go-ahead for owners
and collectors to sell prohibited guns over-
seas, subject to conditions, including that it
only apply to non-military firearms valued at
more than $2500.

Then there was the issue of permanent
conversion of self-loading and pump action
shotguns through replacement magazines
(tubes) with new magazines able to hold just
two rounds. In theory that would place them
on the same footing as legal side-by-side and
over-and-under shotguns.

The process of limiting capacity of
shotgun tube magazines was known as
crimping - essentially embossing a deep
cannelure in the steel tube. That offered
the prospect of those with prized shot-
guns being able to retain them, albeit with
reduced magazine capacity.

Cabinet at its meeting on June 16 noted a
demonstration by Australian Federal Police
(AFP) of a particular process of shotgun
magazine crimping. So such a process was
entirely possible but could it be undone?
Cabinet deferred consideration until it
received a paper from the AFP describing
the process and giving a considered assess-
ment as to whether it was reversible.

Cabinet considered the AFP response at
its meeting on July 2. Presumably the AFP
thought the process might be undone but
the government wasn’t about to give in. It
agreed it would only consider supporting
general retention of shotguns crimped in this
manner if ballistic experts in the Australian
Army and all premiers and police ministers,
on the advice of their police commissioners,
“concurred with the assessment that the
process is irreversible”.

This one was passed to the expert
armourers at the Special Air Services
Regiment who concluded this was revers-
ible, though not easily and would require a
specially-made tool, an expanding mandrel,
to force out the crimp. That was enough for
the government which promptly vetoed the
idea of crimping. @
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The demise of the
bramble bush boar

Don Caswell

ne of my hunting buddy Mike’s

many rural contacts called

him. The grazier concerned

was an ageing chap who
didn’t enjoy the best of health and in the
preceding few days had experienced a
number of close encounters with a large
boar while doing his rounds on a motor-
cycle. Apart from not wanting his pastures
ripped up, he was concerned that in an
even closer encounter he may come off
second best.

Mike, my son Ryan and I had hunted his
properties before, chasing wild dogs. That
particular block was about 1000 acres, the
terrain one of rolling hills and deep gullies
clothed in thick grass. It’s up against an
enormous tract of virgin north Queensland
rainforest and on a clear day the views
across the great carpet of jungle to Mount
Bellenden Ker are spectacular.

Our mutual friend, visiting wildlife
photographer and hunter Jan, was due
to return to Europe within the week so
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here was a great opportunity for one last
hunt before he left. We decided on a late
afternoon stake-out, camp the night on the
block then stalk at first light. After driving
around and determining our shooting loca-
tions, we returned and set up a basic camp
then went to sit in our various stake-outs.

We positioned Jan with a .223
Remington in one of the tighter, more
forested gullies where any shots at pigs
or dogs would be within the 200m effec-
tive range of that calibre. Mike with his
Sako .308 Winchester and me with my
.257 Weatherby Magnum took up posi-
tions overlooking more open, longer
range country. We established a strict
protocol for the directions we’d shoot
and our selected locations had ridge lines
that blocked us from the other shooters
anyway. As often happens we drew a blank
and headed back to camp for the night.

I woke up a bit before first light and had
the gas burner going and a billy of water
on to boil before taking my binoculars and

& L
with his boar that

down the hilland

{B i ; into hle‘ bwmblel:fglﬁ
AL - W creekbed,

checking out the ridge sides and valleys
for pigs. By the time the water was boiling
my companions were up and about.

Mike had kitted up and passed on a
cuppa in favour for a quick stalk. Before
long a whistle caught Jan and mine’s atten-
tion as Mike, who hadn’t walked 30m from
camp, was beckoning us. A quick look
confirmed a large boar was rooting about
near the cattle lick station, silhouetted
against the sky, about 400m away. He
looked a whopper and a quick battle plan
was drawn up.

We were obliged to follow the vehicle
track contoured into the hillside, steep
gullies choked with brambles and hosting
flowing creeks effectively blocking any
other route. The breeze, which hadn’t
dropped overnight, was already intensi-
fying and blowing almost directly towards
the boar on the ridge.

The road cut to the right of the pig
and there was a decent chance of closing
the distance and moving into position
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The demise of the bramble bush boar

for a shot, obvious safety considerations
preventing a shot at the animal on a

ridge line. We’d gone a couple of hundred
metres, angling to the side of the boar
and watching him intently. Suddenly

his head flicked up and he broke into a
gallop, charging down the steep slope and
crashing into the jungle of the creek bed.
No doubt the breeze had eddied and given
the old boar a whiff of us.

We returned to camp and resorted to
Plan A, to each do the stalk we’d planned
the day before. Sunrise wasn’t far off. Jan’s
route was down the track Mike and I had
just been on, the reason being the terrain
was a bit more vegetated and any game
stumbled upon would be at closer range
and better suited to his .223 Remington.
Jan reckoned it would be a waste of time
going back down that track given Mike and
I had just been there. We assured him that
wasn'’t so and at the early hour there was
every chance he’d meet a wild dog or even
some pigs.

We agreed on a 40-minute stalk then
back to camp. I hadn’t gone 100m when
I heard the pop of the .223 Remington
followed immediately by the whop of a
solid hit and a brief pig squeal. I reckoned
Jan would be glad we’d sent him back that
way. After a 40-minute stalk I'd found

Don Caswell and Jan si;.lmbled
“s-opon a mob. of feral pigs while
"2 out hunting wild dogs.

A
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plenty of fresh pig rootings but seen no
game so returned to camp where Jan and
Mike were waiting.

As Jan had turned the first corner he
glanced towards the patch of jungle that
blanketed the ridge and valley to his left,
about 100m of open pasture between him
and the dense jungle. On the steep slope
of the ridge, a bit over halfway between
Jan and the cover, a good-sized boar was
walking straight towards him. As Jan
loaded the rifle and brought it to shoulder,
the boar spotted him and turned, Jan
shooting it through the heart with a 60gr
Nosler Partition. With the smack of the
bullet the boar collapsed then, sliding and
rolling, its limp carcass skidded down the
grassy slope, disappearing over a sheer 5m
drop into the bramble-filled creek bed.

We were keen to see it for ourselves
so, armed with a machete, Mike and Jan
began chopping a corridor through 15m of
packed, thorny brambles. The lads worked
up a sweat and chopped up their share of
prickles, all character-building experiences
and well worth the effort. The boar was an
ample specimen with reasonable tusks and
Max was keen to be in on the act and have
a sniff of the pig, useful experience in his
training as a detector dog.

As it turned out, Jan was able to shoot

>
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The demise of the bramble bush boar

a few more feral pigs. He and I had
performed an early morning stake-out on a
large cattle property that had experienced
wild dog attacks on their livestock. The
morning had been a success and we’d shot
one of the dogs and, as it was still quite
early, there was a reasonable chance of
finding more a bit further on at a small
spring-fed dam in the foothills.

As we approached Jan spotted pigs on
the dam wall, the fine dust on the cattle
pad showing plenty of fresh pig and dog
tracks. Some of the tracks were of big
boars and sure enough there was a hefty
sow and a few piglets munching on the
grisly relics of a dead beast. I told Jan to
take the shot. It was about 70m and again
he was using the .223 Remington with
60gr Nosler Partitions.

With the shot the sow keeled over and
rolled down the dam wall into the dry
gully. From out of sight on the dam side of
the wall there was a spectacular eruption
of wild pigs, presumably having heard the
echo of Jan’s shot and assuming the danger
lay uphill from them. A conga line of feral
pigs was charging down the dry gully
beside us, only 30m or so away.

Standing beside Jan I loaded the .257
Weatherby Magnum and joined the
action. We had only a few rounds each
in our magazines and they were quickly

A W B2 <
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exhausted but we’d shot well. Four bulky
sows lay dead as the survivors streamed
off into the bush. A couple of the pigs we’d
both shot at the same instant as there’s no
time for precise coordination in a situation
like that and we’d made every shot count,
even if we had doubled-up!

Over the years I've enjoyed some great

hunting with heavy |
calibres is a blast. J

ad-hoc pig shooting like that, when you
unexpectedly encounter a bunch of wild
pigs while pursuing other game. These
days I'm using flat-shooting, smaller cali-
bres but have to admit I particularly enjoy
whacking boars with big-game calibres.
While living in the Northern Territory
and spending a lot of time chasing buffalo,

Don holds™a ldarge,
deeply buried yam that
are sought by wild boar.
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The demise of the bramble bush boar

many a boar ran into the wrong end of
whatever buffalo gun I was carrying at
the time, those calibres having included
.458 Winchester Magnum, .375 Holland &
Holland and 9.3x74mmR.

My hunting buddies on those hunts
have also used the .470 Nitro Express
and .400-450 Nitro Express to great effect
on wild boars and, let it be said, the .223
Remington with appropriate projectiles
like the amazing 60gr Nosler Partition can
be a highly effective pig calibre, just as the
bramble bush boar found out. @

Pig calibres .223 Rem, .375 H&H, 9.3x74mmR and

.458 Win Mag.

Mike and Max on an
afternoon valley stake-out.

A boar track with .223 Rem
for size comparison.
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Talbot on target!

» . Working Gundogs

Communications Officer Sam Talbot

South Australia WGAA
president Lance Bailey- |
Hill, English setter Mr B
and Irish setfer Meg._ |

ith duck seasons underway in
the southern states, it seems
fitting this month that we turn
the spotlight on man’s best
friend. After all, dogs are an important part
of hunting, having worked side-by-side with
shooters for centuries. This great relation-
ship has led to a highly refined ability to
quickly retrieve over land or water and
from this tradition comes the modern SSAA
discipline of Working Gundogs.

Even those with little interest in other
shooting sports are quick to appreciate the
skills of the dogs, and if you’ve visited a
SSAA SHOT Expo you’'ll know the Working
Gundog demonstrations are one of the
most popular attractions. But with the good
comes the bad. The discipline requires
arguably the most expensive, unique, frus-
trating and temperamental piece of equip-
ment in all the shooting sports - a dog - but
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ask anyone involved in the discipline and
they’ll tell you they wouldn’t have it any
other way.

Owning a well-trained gundog doesn’t
happen by chance, an intensive training
program is normally undertaken from the
puppy stage, often with the help of a club.
While there’s no hunting in the discipline
itself, there are obvious crossover appli-
cations which can be applied to the field
and many competitors do this. Clubs and
competitions are structured to facilitate all
levels of dogs from beginners to mature
champions, and some of Australia’s leading
trainers and handlers are SSAA instructors.

One of those is national discipline
chairman Jim Jeffrey who told me gundog
work is probably the closest thing to an
even partnership between an animal and a
human. “For example with pointers
and setters, the dog can’t get the
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Talbot on target! Working Gundogs

game without the gunner and often the
gunner can’t get the game without the
dog,” he said.

Sub-disciplines

While all the dogs are winners in my
eyes, this is a competition after all which
takes place across four sub-disciplines

- Retrieving; Hunt, Point and Retrieve;
Spaniel; and Pointer and Setter - with
various breeds of Labradors, Brittanys,
retrievers, pointers, setters, spaniels,
Munsterlanders, Weimaraners and more
all having their own skills and speci-
alities while also falling into one of the
sub-disciplines.

During competitions the dogs are
assessed on a variety of skills and score
points for factors like obedience, steadi-
ness, ability to locate and quietness, while
they can lose points for missing game,
failing to obey commands, dropping game or
blinking (deliberately leaving their pointing
position).

Not having my own dog makes it all but
impossible to properly participate in the
discipline but as Jim explained: “Some of
our members don’t have dogs, they just like
to spectate and come camping with us.”

Retrieving

T arranged to meet SSAA (SA) WGAA
(Working Gundog Association Australia)
secretary Patrick Torrens for a training

Huge crowds watch Working Gundogs
at the Melbourne SSAA SHOT Expo.
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day at a dam in Mount Barker. The SA
branch doesn’t have the depth to stage
fully-fledged competitions but are enjoying
a resurgence at the moment and there’s
never been a better time to get involved.
Our training ground for the day not only
served as the local swimming pool and a
way to practise water retrieves, it was also
useful for keeping dogs cool in 38C. One
after another Patrick launched a red plastic
dummy into the water for the dogs to duti-
fully return. Patrick was there with Logan,
his English spring spaniel imported from
the UK, who displayed textbook obedience

?:r?? ool (RN

1 . r
v I

trainers
patiently waif
their turn.

and eagerness both in and out of the water.

One thing that caught my eye were
the different swimming styles, Labradors
making the transition from land to water
with complete ease, while others splashed
and slapped the water the whole time.
Patrick explained that swimming ability
comes with age and experience. “Most
younger dogs won’t be comfortable in the
water right away but you see older dogs,
who are a lot calmer, let themselves sink a
bit which allows them to cruise and use less
energy,” he said.

There were a few mishaps with some of
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Talbot on target! Working Gundogs

the younger dogs failing to complete the
retrieves but the more experienced ones
ensured no-one had to swim into the dam
to retrieve the dummy. The dummy is made
of high-density foam, ensuring it floats, and
the colour makes it easy for dogs to see.
The dummy itself isn’t overly important
and using a variety of them is a good way to
keep dogs interested and stimulated.
Beyond the simple retrieves we did
on the day the Retrieving sub-discipline
features no less than 12 variations. These
include single mark retrieve where a well-
sighted dummy is cast for the dog to see;
blind retrieve where the dog isn’t allowed
to see where the dummy is cast; double
or triple mark retrieve where multiple
dummies are cast; two-bird retrieve where
while retrieving one dummy another is
cast; as well as countless combinations
and variations of these, sometimes using
multiple dummies.

Pointer and Setter

With the water retrieves complete it was
time for pointers and setters to shine.
Patrick set up a bird-scented dummy for
SSAA (SA) WGAA president Lance Bailey-
Hill, English setter Mr B and Irish setter
Meg to find. With the dummy at one end
of a paddock and Lance and the dogs at the
other, Meg sprang into action sweeping
back and forth across the paddock. Lance
encouraged her to continue the methodical
approach which led to Meg eventually
zeroing in on the dummy and snapping to
attention.

With the dummy detected Meg stood
frozen, pointing at the game, while Mr B
showed his class and experience, backing
away rather than disturbing the dog already
pointing. Backing is an important and

Mr B demonstrates 11 years of m

experience, backing off and not

interrupting Meg’s point. - iy
1 '

— T
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recognised part of the sub-discipline and is
used for scoring.

After some time with Meg motionless
and maintaining her point, Lance gave the
signal and she knocked over the piece of
pipe concealing the dummy. On another
day this would trigger a quail to take flight
but this time it simply meant the end of
training.

The key in this scenario was that unlike
spaniels who work much closer to hunters
and instantly flush game out, pointers and
setters can work up to 100m away. Being
so far away means their distinctive poses
and pointing give the hunter time to catch
up and have a decent shot, the premise the
Pointer and Setter discipline is based on.

Puppy problems

As an experienced trainer Patrick explained
some of the pitfalls he encounters when
owners are trying to transition pups to fully
grown working gundogs. “When training a
puppy to go into water, the worst thing you
can do is force it,” he said. “Trainers need
to introduce the dog to water and let it build

I b 1
Meg doesn’t bat
an eyelid having
zeroed in on the
dummy;

confidence before attempting long retrieve.

“You also have to be careful about
shooting over your dog too early and risk
making them gun shy. And remember, pups’
ears are still developing so firing a gun near
them can cause damage and deafness later
in life. There’s no rush when training a pup
- one extra year of training can buy you an
extra 10 years of work down the track.”

As for buying your future working

k.»“’dfr amw ,' % ’*
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Talbot on target! Working Gundogs

gundog, Patrick recommends visiting a
working gundog kennel and not a show
dog kennel as this will ensure the dog has
the right instincts and a keenness to hunt.
“You’d also want to see both parents and
make sure they’re in good health and are
working dogs,” said Patrick. “Any parents
that are Field Champions or have Field
Champions in any part of their lineage is
beneficial too.”

While no-one can be an expert in all
breeds, heading to your local SSAA WGAA
club will give you general knowledge and
advice on training your dog regardless of its
level. “Having lots of people with different
breeds in a club is useful and makes every-
thing a bit more interesting, so we're
always welcoming new people to the club,”
said Patrick.

Conclusion

While not the easiest discipline to get
started in, based on the reactions and
enjoyment of its competitors, Working
Gundogs might just be the most rewarding.
Unlike a firearm which will gather dust in
safe, a dog requires much more and is a big
commitment whether you end up becoming
involved in Working Gundogs or not. While
some people use the Working Gundog
discipline as a training ground for hunting,

Historical gun
l'cpru(lucllmls
from three
generations.

Rich materials
Attention to detdils

Jim says there are plenty who only do the
discipline. “In the same way many shotgun-
ners only shoot clay targets, many of the
retrievers are not interested in hunting,”
he said.

Craftmanship tradition

This is
Davide Pedersoli’ s
World.
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There’s much more to the wide world of
Working Gundogs than I've been able to go
into and like most disciplines, the best place
to start is at your local club. The discipline
is certainly one I want to be involved in
eventually and I look forward to the day I
continue my family tradition and have my
own chocolate curly-coated retriever. ®

Dog categories

Four sub-disciplines of Working Gundogs
are made up of specific breeds, including
but not limited to:

Retrieving: Labrador, golden retriever,
flat coats and curly coats.

Spaniel: English springer spaniel and
cocker spaniel.

Pointer and Setter: Pointer, Irish setter,
English setter, Gordon setter and Irish red
and white setter.

Hunt, Point, Retrieve: German
shorthaired pointer, Brittany, Vizsla,
Munsterlander, wirehaired pointer,
Weimaraner.

DLN: 407-000-00F
ABN: 91 006 005 465
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Phone: 03 9439 6111 Mobile: 0419 376 624
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3 308 180Gr SST %68.35 '
5Gr SP 75.70 i
4 338 230Gr ELD-X $36.35 594 oo e
i 338 285Gr ELD Match $85.05 224 55gr Spitzer $20.70
; 375 270gr SP $55.15 243 100Gr SPBT $34.35 $3795
i 243 75Gr HP $26.20 SAUER ELEGANCE GRADE 10 -
243 85Gr SPBT $34.95 —
i 243 90gr Spitzer $37.50
!t 257 100gr BTSP $39.30
] 257 100gr HP $30.45 308, 30/06, 300WM, 375H&H
* 5557l\/?l\aql%{0%)ll:tlz§rpnzer ggggg Includes Sauer hard case & sling $8895
270 130gr BTSP $41.30 SAUER 100 CLASSIC
i GARRETT METAL DETECTORS 270 130gr Spitzer $41.95
b NOW  WAS 303 1508R BN e
RN 49.95
_; . L 3000 a5 10GR Dy 231 e 223, 243, 308, 30/06, 300WM
: AT MaxInter  $1199 1399 308 110GR SP $37.05 $1095
AT Gold $1099 1249 308 125Gr HP TNT $41.30 SAUER 100 XT
k AT Pro Inter $999 1099 308 130gr HP $35.00
k ﬁgE 43188@ %igg %g 308 150gr Boat Tail $43.25
i 308 150gr Spitzer 41.95
: ACE 200i $315 $349 308 165& sgnzer %46.25 223, 243, 308, 30/06, 300WM
AT Pro-Pointer ~ $239 §259 308 180GR Spitzer $46.25 $975

These specials and more on our New Website- www.nyati.com.au

*Prices Subject to change without notice



‘Secret weapon’ in the

hands of thousands

Dave Rose

i Sy

ack in February 2016 we

published the intriguing tale of

the Foxbusters, a band of hardy

hunters in Western Australia who
launched a campaign against the pest in the
west. At the helm of the crusade to tackle
the introduced marauders remains Graham
Lawrence, who organises regular spot-
lighting outings aboard his modified 1985
Range Rover. Graham’s initiative continues
to cater for guest hunters from around WA
and interstate who want to assist in trying
to curb the damage inflicted by foxes on
native species and livestock.

Back then Graham also started using a
‘secret weapon’ to lure foxes after dark on
the various farmland properties where they
operated - a taped recording of a distressed
animal. The sound of a parrot, to be exact.
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Initially there was a smattering of interest
as Graham, a SSAA member since 1996,
made the fox caller available to fellow
hunters. It was after the Australian Shooter
link-up that demand took off. Fast forward
to December 2018 and the amount of fox
callers sent out hit the landmark 1000.

“The response has been staggering,”
said Graham. “I don’t know where all these
shooters came from but things really took
off. We had about 70 requests before the
article but then it became a flood. It calmed
down after a while but maybe we should
expect another saturation after this story
appears.

“A lot of the information is spread by
word of mouth among mates so who knows
how many have just forwarded on tapes of
the callers. For all I know there could be

2000 people out there using the caller from
such recordings.”

Graham described the earliest callers as a
work in progress but explained how things
evolved. “The sound on the caller is that of
a wounded parrot,” he said. “It’s a parrot
found locally in WA but the sound seems
to work all around Australia. We recorded
a few different parrots but found this is
the one that works best. The caller is very
much like a fishing lure. Whereas it’s the
sight and shine that attracts the fish, it’s the
sound that appeals to the predator and the
prospect of an easy meal.”

To obtain a secret weapon you simply
fill in a request form on the Foxbusters’
website (foxbusters.com.au) and an MP3
copy attached to a reply email will be sent
by Graham. All you need then is a portable
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Remington. \’7 francolin CAA
RIGRY

In store now. Same spec as the popular 783 New for 2019. Modern U/O sporting shotgun with %

Synthetic now available with an attractive American a reasonable price tag. Steel receiver with white
blz;‘ctlt( Vé/?l'nlc-iltbStOCk. Pf?tc kda ggl(rilgudesb}gx‘go T.C ope, chrome finish, single selective trigger, 30" barrels with
itted and bore-sighted, gunbag and sling. ventilated trap rib, 5 interchangeable chokes, Turkish

Available in the following calibres: .223, .243, 6.5 - . )
i § walnut stock, hand oiled with adjustable comb.
CM, .270, 7mm RM, .308, .30-06, .300 WM. Ideal for entry level clay target competition.

Package price $885 - _
gep In store now - $1249 Righy ‘London Best Knife

The pinnacle of the Rigby knife collection. Hand-

made in England, 80,000-year-old Woolly Mammoth
ivory handle, exquisite Damascus blade with

engraved Rigby logo. Individually serial numbered.

GPO Purchaser’s name will be entered into the Rigby
nemlngln“ Model 783 HBT aER S —— ledgers the same alse;?f?esfszi);;% rifles. Hand-made

In store now. Featuring 16.5" heavy barrel,
with muzzle thread, oversized bolt handle and
FDE synthetic stock. Package includes Picatinny

rail and bipod.
Available in the following calibres:
.223, 6.5 CM, .300 B/O, .308.

Package price $859

In store now - $3219

Evolve 3x Riflescope \
- This entry-level one-inch line of riflescopes b
packs incredible features into small, compact and
versatile optics. The EVOLVE 3x is sure to be your = § ' Uni
workhorse that transforms a hunt into a harvest. Hunting k ﬁlghnvd Gaznwgl IKndlia | g
o - unting knife, hand-made in England. Maple woo
Ilemlllglon Model 783 Varmint 3-9x42 Plex $580 handle with mammoth ivory bolster, 4.75" blade with
Due July. Featuring 24" heavy barrel with muzzle 3-9x40 lll Plex $995 engraved Rigby logo. Individually serial numbered.
thread, oversized bolt handle and FDE synthetic 4-12x42 Pl $840 Purchaser’s name will be entered into the Rigby
stock. Package includes Picatinny rail and bipod. =1£X ex ledgers the same as those buying rifles. Hand-made

Available in the following calibres: 4-12x50 11l Plex $1095 leather sheath.
223,65 Crf" 308. In store now - $1250
Package price $885

Evolve 4x Riflescope _
i This premium 30mm line of riflescopes gives \
Legg'!:glg!gﬂg’ggg&tngul:earggjggile additional advantages to the shooter, with higher /
crossfire trigger, detachable maga‘zine, Pillar bedded ?ﬁgtgg:ﬁ::ﬁgﬂ glzrg?;L?L\::;Irﬁz;togfggz_lizi?d Ill!lllv 1.'““““]0, Knife

stock and free-floating barrel, 3-9x40 scope, fitted . - . Deer processing knife with a fixed blade crafted
and bore sighted, includes QGE gunbag an’d sling. g_‘ T;i; g’ igedré:icgtntz lgpgu sr:?fi;:?:xgi ﬂ—g}.l:t frqm stain[ess steel. Each of thgse knives is engrgved
Grab some ammo, check your zero and you’re ready with the Rigby logo. Available in two colour options

to hunt. Available in the following calibres: .223, conditions. - plain bone or aubergine-stained bone. Hand-made
.22-250, .243, .270, 7mm RM, .308, .30-06, .300WM 3-12x56 German #4 $1170 leather sheath.
Package price $735 6-24x50 GPops (Milrad) $1640 In store now - $729

Queensland Gun Exchange & Fishing’ Prices subject to change. Prices do not include freight.
181-183 Wellington Road, Phone: 07 3393 0933 OPENING HOURS:

East Brisbane, Qld 4169 Fax: 07 3393 0711 Son Frt: 8.30am - Spm

Sat: 8.30am - 3pm
PO Box 1223, Coorparoo, Qid 4151 Sun: 10am - 3pm

Email: sales@qldgunexchange.com Website: www.qldgunexchange.com

Ml6Ivosy

Subscribe to our e-Newsletter for weekly specials and sales information. Email admin@qldgunexchange.com or see our website for details.



‘Secret weapon’ in the hands of thousands

MP3 speaker that’s rechargeable and takes
a TF (TransFlash) or micro SD (Secure
Digital) flash card.

When the sound is played it routinely
attracts foxes which have previously
attacked stricken birds. Even when spot-
lighting with its eyes fixed in the beam,
foxes have been known to rush towards
the sound, throwing their normal inbred
caution and wariness aside and the caller
has also been successful in enticing feral
cats.

The website carries multiple testimonials
to the pulling power of the secret weapon,
one remarking: “It’s unbelievable really and
quite humorous at times. Has to be seen to
be believed.” Many describe themselves as
experienced fox hunters always willing to
try something different and only too happy
to add Graham’s secret weapon to their
armoury.

One tip is directed at hunters operating
on foot or using a hide. In such situations
Graham recommends the hunter places the
speaker 15-20m from the hide so the fox’s
focus is on the source of the sound and not
the shooter’s position.

And he’s never too busy to speak to new
customers. “I've made a lot of good friends
through the secret weapon,” said Graham.
“Most of the requests are from within WA
and the next biggest would be Victoria.”

Graham’s vehicle, aptly dubbed ‘Rover’,
features all mod cons including three MP3
speakers for calling in foxes, seven firearm
racks, a retractable rest for the driver as
well as liquid soap and hand-washing water.
It also has a fox autopsy table with knife,
scissors, gloves and sample jars and there’s
a retractable backrest for shooters in the
rear. The kit is rounded off with scales for
weighing and a ‘mood adjuster’ for wounded
foxes.

Graham has become something of an
expert on fox behaviour, compiling a data-
base which he shares with others via the
Foxbusters’ website. “I respect foxes,
they’re very intelligent and crafty so
when things work out well it feels like an
achievement to have outfoxed the fox,” he
said.

“Their athleticism and the way they’ve
been created is amazing but they don’t
belong in the Australian environment. It’s
hard to blame the English for introducing
them for whatever reason - we’ve all made
environmental mistakes. They simply didn’t
know what they were doing.”

Graham’s research into foxes’ habits and
feeding patterns has made him a doyen
of the subject and he regularly delivers
speaking presentations, one of his latest
outings to address Year 11 students at WA
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Checking a fox’s teeth can determine
the animal’s age.

WESThEE

WHEN PEOPLE COME across
Graham Lawrence’s souped-
up buggy ‘Rover’ for the first
time, many reckon it looks like
a crazy cart from the Mad Max
movie. Graham’s stock reply
is: “I'm not mad and I'm not
Max but | have had Mel Gibson
shoot foxes from this vehicle.”
The explanation behind
Graham’s quip involves Melinda
Gibson, the young lady in the
photo. Mel was recently among
a party of hunters aboard the
rig and shot her first fox. In fact
Mel, who hails from just north
of Albany, finished up with
three foxes to round off an
eventful night-time outing.

College of Agriculture in Narrogin.

He has compiled records of what he
has found in the stomachs of dead foxes
on which he has carried out dissections,
an almost endless list including beetles,
mice, fruit, grain and lots of rotting fodder.
“I reckon I'd have cut open more than 600
foxes and surprisingly we only found rabbits
which many would consider their main meal
in about 10 of them. Then again, rabbits are
harder to catch than beetles.”

The chance to hunt with Graham using
his customised ‘Rover’ is still attracting
customers. During the past decade Graham
has logged 290 excursions on the buggy,
those outings equating to 1610 foxes killed
which averages out at 5.5 ‘redcoats’ per
assignment.

“There are lots of local guys who come
for the fox hunts as well as several women
from throughout the state,” said Graham.
“One lady catches foxes in a trap and also
snares a lot of feral cats. Foxes may look
cuddly creatures like dogs but it’s out in
the bush at night you see the damage they
cause and what’s really going on.”

With Graham'’s secret weapon in the
hands of at least 1000 users, hopefully more
hunters will give it a go in the never-ending
quest to curtail the unwelcome effect of
foxes. ®
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Winchester winds up ammo assembly in Australia

y the time you’re reading this,

Winchester Australia’s Geelong

factory will be in its last few days

of ammunition assembly opera-
tions, with all assembly expected to cease
by the end of April. The company says they
will instead focus on importing and distrib-
uting ammunition, firearms and associated
accessories.

Winchester Australia general manager
Clive Pugh said the ammunition operations
currently conducted at Geelong will be
moved to Winchester sites in the US. “As
we shift out of local manufacturing we will
increase the import and distribution side of
our business, expanding the use of our ware-
housing facilities in Geelong,” said Mr Pugh.

“The decision to cease local manufac-
ture is no reflection on the talents of our
manufacturing employees, who have served
our customers and the company well. This
was a difficult business decision driven by
the need to provide our customers and end
users with the best products from the global
Winchester operations while reducing costs
within the overall Winchester business.

“All employees involved in product

WINCHESTER

AUSTRALIA

assembly will be made redundant or
reassigned to distribution while some
employees have taken voluntary retire-
ment. All affected employees will receive
their full entitlement and are being given
career transition support between now and
when they leave. Employees have already
been active in finding new opportunities
and some will take the opportunity to
retire.”

Ultimately, Mr Pugh says the deci-
sion was based on providing Winchester
customers with the best products while
also saving costs. The company will now
source all loaded products from the US and
continue to offer products for other people
to load within Australia.

“There is limited small arms loading by
other suppliers in Australia which means
already the majority of loaded rounds are
imported from Europe and the US,” said Mr
Pugh.

While Winchester has never manu-
factured firearms in Australia, they will
continue to distribute the Winchester,
Browning, CZ, Steyr, Daisy and Huglu
brands. Additionally, the gunsmith and
testing capabilities at the Geelong factory
will remain along with repair and support
services.

“Winchester Australia wants to be known
as a reliable and supportive wholesaler of
ammunition, firearms and shooting acces-
sories,” said Mr Pugh. “This change allows
us to focus on sourcing products that
end users want and make them available
through our extensive distribution network
of shops and clubs.

“Winchester’s new website reflects this
focus, showcasing up-to-date information
on all its products, what’s in stock and even
allowing consumers to shop for products
and nominate which dealer they want to
receive delivery from.” @

VOTE [1]

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS
TO SUPPORT

SHOOTERS' RIGHTS

"Law-abiding shooters should
not be persecuted because of
a tiny minority who use
firearms in crimes."

-Senator David Leyonhjelm

/s

LIBERAL

DEMOCRATS

Show your support: ldp.org.au/shooters

Authorised and printed by David Leyonhjelm 405/19 Roseby St Drummoyne NSW 2047
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SSAA Benchrest is a precision rifle
shooting discipline to put five or
10 shots into the smallest possible
group. Rifles are fired from a
bench with a front rest and rear
sandbag to support the firearm.
Originating in the US around 1947,
it came to Australia in the 1950s.

‘4?.&@\,\ s and sco ring

Groups are measured from the centre of the
two widest shots in a group. Benchrest Score
class is out of 250 points, with five scoring
roundels on each of the five paper targets.
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Most Benchrest group matches cover five
targets shot at each range. The majority of
centrefire matches are shot at 100 and 200
yards. Rimfire group and Benchrest Score
matches are shot at 50m and 100 yards.
Time limits are generally between seven and
12 minutes.

firearwms and classes

There are 11 main classes within Benchrest,
based on rifle weight and calibre.

Experimental/Unlimited Benchrest is a
centrefire class with no weight restrictions,
which requires 10-shot groups, while all other
classes fire five-shot groups. Sporter, Light
Benchrest and Heavy Benchrest are centrefire
classes with total weight limits of 4.082kg,
4.763kg and 6.123kg respectively. Centrefire
classes have no scope restrictions.

There are two .22 Rimfire Benchrest Rifle
‘group’ classes allowing the use of any
rimfire rifle chambered for the .22 Long Rifle
cartridge. Light and Heavy classes have total
weight limits of 3.855kg and 6.350kg respec-
tively, the Light scope power is restricted to
6.5x magnification.

There are four Benchrest for Score classes.
Light and Heavy Centrefire have total weight
limits of 4.763kg and 6.350kg respectively.
Light Rimfire and Heavy Rimfire classes
include .22 LR rifles with the same weight and
scope limits as Rimfire group classes.

TrXernational N.,s%.:.o
Benchrest

International Rimfire Benchrest (IRB) allows
.22 LR rimfire rifles with unlimited scope
power and a 6.350kg limit. The match is shot
at 50m for score, with a 25-bullseye target
over 20 minutes.
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SSAA protects tradies.
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“SSAA Insurance looks after all
our insurance. Trevor catches up

with me on site and keeps the
insurance jargon out of it.”

Jason King
Hing Design & Construction

Jrevorsenkin
SSAAGIBENational Manager

Before you renew your Trade Insurance
policy, talk to SSAA CGeneral Insurance
Brokers for an obligation FREE quote.

We can arrange all types of personal and business insurance for you with
coverage obtained from Australia’s leading insurance companies. Add up
how much you spend each year on all your premiums — It's BIG money,
so talk to us about an obligation FREE quote.

* We know the insurance market and understand insurance policies

* We provide obligation FREE quotes

* We understand your business and your insurance needs

* We make sure everything is correctly covered

* We will give you professional advice

* We will manage your claims, taking care of all the details

* A proportion of commissions paid to the Brokerage flow back to the SSAA
* The Brokerage is a SSAA member advantage and is there to help you

Before you renew any insurance policy get an obligation FREE quote
from the SSAA General Insurance Brokerage - they work for you.
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SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd | CAR 315403 | ABN 86 077 822 970 is a Corporate Authorised
Representative of PSC Connect Pty Ltd | ABN 23 141 574 914 / AFSL 344648

NSW /QLD / ACT
Call: 0455 777 685

insurance@ssaains.com.au

SA /WA /VIC | TAS & NT
Call: 08 8332 0281

insurance@ssaains.com.au

SSAA

General
Insurance
Brokers

A SSAA member advantage
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77/17

a .17WSM that shoots!

Senior Correspondent John Dunn

he rotary magazine Ruger 77 series

of rifles began in 1983 with the

77/22, an adult-sized .22 rimfire

designed to have the same heft and
feel as a centrefire. It gained widespread
acceptance and the current catalogue offers
nine models of the 77 marque in five cali-
bres - .17WSM, .17 Hornet, .22 Hornet,
.357 Magnum and .44 Magnum.

The rifle received from Nioa for review
is the current iteration of the 77/17 cham-
bered for the .17WSM rimfire which can
also be purchased in .17 Hornet, an old
wildcat cartridge legitimised by Hornady in
2012.

As it came from the box the rifle looked
good. Perhaps more importantly it had a
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very good feel about it, a nice combination
of balance and weight that contributes so
much to the way a rifle handles.

The receiver

This is machined from an alloy steel invest-
ment casting, a production technique Ruger
mastered long ago. A slab side offering, it
has the usual ports for magazine insertion
and cartridge extraction with scope mount
bases machined integrally into the top flat.
As always, Ruger mounts come with the
rifle.

At the rear of the receiver behind the
bolt handle slot on the right is a 3-position
safety lever that works in conjunction with
the single stage trigger fitted and pinned

L e RS <

into an integral housing on the underside of
the receiver. When the safety is locked on
it blocks the trigger and prevents the bolt
from being opened by engaging a vertical
slot in the side of the cocking piece. In the
mid position it blocks the trigger but allows
the bolt to be cycled and in the forward
position the rifle can be fired.

On the left rear side of the receiver is a
simple, spring-actuated bolt stop that has
to be pushed down with a thumb nail to
remove the bolt from the receiver. At the
back of the magazine well on the bottom of
the receiver a pair of integral hooks serve
as hangers for the triggerguard assembly.
With the assembly in place and rear action
screw tightened, the receiver and stock are
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VX-6HD

CRUSHES THE COMPETITION NEW

Leupold's new VX-6HD takes the idea of European scope
dominance and crushes it into the dirt with its class leading
technology, reliability, and the best warranty you'll never use.

With Twilight Max Light Management System and High-Definition performance, the
VX-6HD delivers a crisp, clear image from first light to the last inkling of twilight. The
new Custom Dial System with ZeroLock 2 (CDS-ZL2) elevation dial allows the user
to instantly dial up two turns of ballistic matched elevation and return back to zero
dead-on every time.

Re-imagine your next hunt with the new king of scopes, Leupold VX-6HD.

All VX-6HD CDS-ZL2 models include one free Custom Ballistic Dial matched to your
rifle’s ballistics.

FEATURES:

= High Definition Lenses

= Custom Dial System with ZeroLock 2

= Twilight Max Light Management System

= In-Scope Anti-Cant Indicator

= Guard-lon Rain Shedding Lens Coating

= Alumina Flip-Up Lens Covers Supplied

= llluminated and Non-llluminated Reticles available

= Leupold Forever Warranty HIGH DEFINITION v

NMD269



Ruger's 77/17 - a .17WSM that shoots!

effectively secured to each other, the hooks
and hangers combining to provide a de facto
bedding pillar. A plate at the front of the
magazine well in the receiver juts down to
mate with the edge of the magazine liner to
provide a similar effect.

The front of the triggerguard assembly
also incorporates a magazine latch and a
simple hook ejector that kicks a spent case
clear of the action when the bolt is pulled
back. The receiver is secured in the stock
by two screws, one into the bottom of the
receiver ring at the front, the other into the
bottom of the tang at the rear of the trigger
guard.

Barrel

The rifle has a cold hammer forged barrel
just under 47cm - 13cm shorter than the
last 77/17 I looked at - with a diameter of
23.34mm at the receiver and 18.95mm
at the muzzle. The end of the barrel is
recessed with a bevelled crown on the
rifling which has six grooves with a 1:9
right-hand twist. Like the receiver, the
barrel has a matte stainless finish. No
sights are fitted.

Belly of the 77/17 showing flush-
fitting rotary magazine.

q.a#__:; _J#_:—-—'
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Bolt
The bolt is two piece made from stainless
steel. The front section or breech block is
non-rotating with rails on either side that
ride in internal raceways in the receiver.
The face of the bolt is recessed with a hook
extractor incorporated into the right rail.
The body of the bolt has the same ribbed
cross section as the breech block. When the
bolt handle is turned down a pair of locking
lugs at the front of the body rotate 90
degrees to lock between the rear end of the

The 77/17 .17WSM as it comes from the box.

Top view of receiver showing 3-positional
safety at rear of the bolt and integral rear
scope mount base. Notice bolt lug forward of
the scope base at rear of breech block.

breech block and vertical faces at the back
of the ejection port in the receiver.

The bolt cocks on opening, its condition
indicated by a cocking piece that protrudes
from the back of the bolt sleeve where it
can be both seen and felt. According to the
advertising, the bolt has an ultra-fast lock
time that contributes to accuracy. Feeding
from the magazine is controlled.

Magazine

The rotary magazine is made from high
impact black plastic and sits flush with the
belly of the stock to maintain the clean lines
of the rifle, secured at the rear by a latch
that’s integral with the triggerguard. Within
the magazine the cartridges are separated
from each other by helical vanes and the
magazine capacity of the review rifle was
six rounds.

Component parts.



AVAILABLE ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST

Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide

NOW YOU CAN SHOP ONLINE - www.hpgs.com.au

RIFLE SPECIALS

SAVAGE A22 LATCHING REPEATER
ACTION RIMFIRE PACKAGES

CHECK OUTALLTHE
NEW MODELS AT:

www.nioa.com.au

= SAVAGE

Savage’s new A22R Repeaters are the most convenient and
easy to use rimfire rifles on the market. They combine modern
ergonomics with a handy auto-eject repeating action that is
intuitive and simple to use, leaving you free to concentrate on
your target rather than cycling your action.

CAT A FIREARM

A22MRPV 22MAG PRO VARMINT BLUE SYNTHETIC ....................... $1430
A22RPV 22LR PRO VARMINT BLUE SYNTHETIC..........cccoeevvinririnne $1125

A22MRF 22MAG BLUE SYNTHETIC ......ccccoiiiiiiiiiieiicccics $1075
A22RF 22LR BLUE SYNTHETIC.........cociiiiiiiiiccicccsnie $780

A22RFSS 22LR STAINLESS SYNTHETIC.........cccooiiiiiiiiiiccccice $975

ALL A22 RIFLES COME WITH A 3-9X40 SCOPE & MOUNTS, GUNSLICK
ULTRA 22 CLEANING KIT AND A GUN BAG AT THESE PRICES

1848 The Horsley Drive HORSLEY PARK NSW 2175

PHONE 02 9620 1313 + 02 9620 1235 + 02 9620 1430 + 02 9620 1960 FAX 02 9620 1449 EMAIL sales@hpgs.biz
ABN 85 003 914 850 DLN 410 582 683 + ALL PRICES INCLUDE GST AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

EVERYDRY
¢ ASALE DAY
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RIFLE SPECIALS

RUGER PRECISION 22LR {NSW COMPLIANT} ......ccceovniiiiiiininiiniens $840
RUGER AMERICAN COMPACT 223 AND 308 BLUE SYNTHETIC....... $595
RUGER AMERICAN 243 BLUE SYNTHETIC..........ccccviiiniiiiiciiis $595

RUGER AMERICAN 223,243,270,308 STAINLESS SYNTHETIC.......... $750
SAVAGE AXIS STAINLESS PACKAGES WITH FACTORY FITTED
3-9X40 SCOPE AND MOUNTS 223,243,270 .........ccccouvueuvvinnnes ONLY $595

SAVAGE MKIIFXP 22LR BLUE SYNTHETIC PACKAGE

WITH FACTORY FITTED 3-9X40 SCOPE AND MOUNTS.......... ONLY $540
RUGER GUNSITE SCOUT LEFT HAND 223 16.5”
BLUE/LAMINATE STOCK WITH FLASH HIDER.........ccccooiiiiiiiiis $1420

ALL RIFLES IN STOCK NOW- BE QUICK SHOP STOCK ONLY

PROJECTILE SPECIALS

S$1035 SPEER 22 52GR VARMINT HP.......cociiiiiiiiiiiiccccs $22/100
S1036 SPEER 52GR HPBT MATCH . ..$28/100
S$1205 SPEER 243 75GR HP........... ..$24/100

S$1986 SPEER 308 125GR HP.

S§2005 SPEER 308 130GR HP................ ..$33/100
S2007 SPEER 308 130GR HOT COR FN .. ..$39/100
NOSLER ACCUBOND 270 130GR......... ....$49/50
NOSLER ACCUBOND 30 165GR.... $60/50
NOSLER ACCUBOND 6MM 90GR.. $47/50
NOSLER BALLISTIC TIP 22 40GR.. ..$44/100
NOSLER BALLISTIC TIP 22 50GR..... ..$42/100
NOSLER BALLISTIC TIP 30 125GR........... ....$40/50

NOSLER CUSTOM COMP 22 52GR HPBT .
NOSLER SHOTS 22 55GR SP .......cccccoveueuns ..$26/100
NOSLER VARMAGEDDON 20 32GR TIPPED ..
NOSLER VARMAGEDDON 20 32GR HP...........
NOSLER VARMAGEDDON 22 55GR TIPPED .. .
NOSLER VARMAGEDDON 22 55GR HP........cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiis $28/100

FEDERAL POWERSHOK 223 55GR AMMO 360 ROUNDS
IN A MIL SPEC STEEL WEATHER PROOF AMMO CAN.

FAU223S FEDERAL PREMIUM 223 52GR SPEER HP ...
FAU243S FEDERAL PREMIUM 243 75GR SPEER HP

.81 90/200
$245/200

FEDERAL AMERICAN EAGLE 9MM 115GR
TSJ SYNTECH JACKET AMMO ........ccoevvevrnnnnee.... SR . e $230/500

LIKE US

006

Please Note: Some items listed above may sellout before ad is released. While this is unavoidable we will endeavour to keep prices as marked but may change without notice.




Ruger's 77/17 - a .17WSM that shoots!

Stock
The Green Mountain stock is laminated
with a flat finish. Both the forearm and
pistol grip are chequered and the buttstock
is fitted with a grey rubber recoil pad and
sling swivel studs are provided. Internally
the barrel channel and receiver mortise are
cleanly cut and sealed to keep out moisture.
While I appreciate the stability they
offer, I've never been a big fan of laminated
stocks. That said, I admit I found the review
rifle very easy on the eye and certainly
preferable to the plastic offerings increas-
ingly dominating the market. For those who
refuse to waiver from their traditional roots,
a conventional walnut-stocked version of
the 77/17 is also available.

Triggerguard
incorporates the
magazine latch.

Testing
For testing the Ruger was fitted with a
3-9x40 Bushnell Engage, the entry level
model in the new range of Bushnell scopes
on offer from Nioa. Ammunition consisted
of three 20gr loads from Winchester,
American Eagle and Hornady respectively
as well as a box of 25gr Winchester loads.
Initial target work was all done at 50m
where, according to the ballistics listed on
each ammunition pack, both bullet weights
loads more or less have the same point of
impact as at 100m.

As always, hearing protection was abso-
lutely necessary - this is a noisy little
barker. Like other .17WSM rifles I've

Four ammunition types \
were used for review.

Head of the breech block

showing recessed face and
extractor in the right-hand
rail.

Receiver mortice and barrel
channel are cleanly cut and
sealed against moisture.
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Ruger's 77/17 - a .17WSM that shoots!

looked at, the Ruger took a little while to
settle down. The different loads showed
flashes of brilliance as the running-in
process progressed, some producing sub-
groups as small as six and seven millime-
tres, all of them throwing a shot or two
unpredictably to produce groups that ranged
between 22 and 27mm.

It was a similar story at 100m where
the fliers in some cases blew the overall
group size out to as much as 65mm, though
a gusty wind at the target frames was
almost certainly responsible for that during
a couple of sessions. I'd put almost 100
rounds through the rifle before everything
settled down and it finally began to group
consistently at 100m.

The standout ammunition at that range
was the American Eagle, routinely producing
5-shot groups that ranged from 16 to 27mm
for an average of 20mm. That’s head of
rabbit accuracy to around 120m and subse-
quent field testing proved that was the case.
Over a number of afternoon hunts I shot a
dozen or so early summer bunnies at ranges
from around 40m to a little over 100m. In
every case the results were devastating to
the point where I had to chest-shoot a three-
parts grown animal to have one to photo-
graph that wasn’t missing its head.

That level of accuracy also makes the

A DI COAsS

.17WSM Ruger a useful feral cat and fox
rifle to a similar maximum range or perhaps
a little further. Given the frangibility of the
light projectiles, head shots would need to
be the order of the day. Despite the impres-
sive numbers it brings to rimfire tables the
.17WSM remains a small game cartridge -
high velocity will only go so far and humane
kills at sensible ranges must be the priority
at all times.

Overview
I thoroughly enjoyed reviewing the Ruger
77/17 as it’s the first rifle I've used in
.17WSM that has come close to delivering all
the potential benefits the advertising claims
have so long promised with the cartridge.

The rifle functioned flawlessly
throughout, was comfortable to carry
without a sling, handled well and with its
preferred ammunition it shot to potential
off a variety of field rests. My only adverse
comment is this would be a much better
rifle with a lighter trigger. It really is a
litigation trigger and while you get used
to the weight over time, it does nothing to
enhance the rifle’s performance.

That said, the Ruger 77/17 in .17WSM is
a powerful little small game rifle that will
impress all who take time to run it in prop-
erly and enjoy what it has to offer. @

Australian Pistol and Shotgun

SPECIFICATIONS

Make: Ruger Model 77/17

Action: Bolt-action, matte stainless
finish

Barrel: 47cm long, cold hammer forged,
matte stainless finish, six grooves, |:9"
RH twist

Sights: None fitted, scope rings
included. Review rifle tested with a
3-9x40 Bushnell Engage scope (not
included with rifle)

Calibre: .I17WSM (tested) .17 Hornet

Magazine: 6-shot detachable rotary,
flush mounted

Stock: Green River laminated, matte
finished, sling swivel bases included
Length of pull: 34.29cm

Overall length: 95.8cm

Weight: 3.175kg (bare)
Distributor: Nioa

RRP: About $1650, shop around

FROM OUR BENCH TO YOURS
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sako
Massive Sako 85 Sale
Very limited stock

Sako 85 Hunter left-hand
.25-06 with sights
Was $2876 now just $1955
7x64 and 9.3x66 Sako no sights
Was $2785, now just $1870

Sako 85 Synthetic Stainless 9.3x66
Was $3615, now just $2095

I Sako 85 Black Bear

8x57 or 9.3x66 Sako
20" fluted semi-heavyweight
with open sights
Was $3646, now just $2135

Sako 85 Finnlight .22-250
with optional set trigger
Was $3516, now just $2625

TIKKA

Secome 4 wowt

Final Tikka T3 Clearance
Lowest prices ever
Very limited stock

Tikka T3 Varmint Blued left-hand |

.30-06 only. Was $1698, now just $990

Tikka T3 Lite Stainless left-hand
.22-250 only. Was $1428, now just $890

Tikka T3 Hunter Fluted left-hand
.204 Ruger or.22-250

Was ﬁ nﬁiust $1090

Burris Fullfield IT 3-9x40
Balistic plex reticle
Was $468, now just $199
Add Burris steel XTP bases and rings for
Tikka for just $99

BROWNING

Magnum Sports Exclusive
Browning X-Bolt Hunter
.375 H&H with sights
Just $1395

Browning AB3 Composite Stalker
Very limited stock in 7mm-08,
.270WSM and .300WSM
Was $936, now just $595

Bushnell TRS-25 Red Dot
with Weaver /Picatinny
mount just $169

www.magnhumsports.com.au

ivica

DEALERS LICENCE NO: 408564311

S or ts

we aim to please

@BERETTA

'pﬂ——

Beretta Silver Pigeon 1 Sport 30”
Limited Stock at just $2299

& sTeEYR

Steyr HS-50 M1 5-shot .50BMG
In stock now
$12,400

Steyr Scout Ranger .308
Last available, now discontinued
Reduced to clear - amazing value

Normally

High round mag kit & 2x10-rnd mags,

adjustable cheekpiece,
muzzle brake, integral bipod
Just $2625

Bushnell Magnetic
Bore Sighter
This month just $49

Magneto Speed v—
Chronographs |

-
Sporter $330
V3 Kit $640 £a

Massive Bushnell Sale!

=03

Bushnell Trophy 4-12x40
1" tube and side parallax adjustment
Just $219 while stocks last

S5=)

Bushnell Elite 4500 6-24x40 Multi-X
Japanese made, very compact scope
Was $948, now just $699

S==)

Bushnell Elite 3500 4-12x40 Multi-X
Was $476, limited stock at $299

[ e

Bushnell AR 4.5-18x40
.308 BDC reticle $165

$15 flat ra:cre- post
on any order

{HNIGHTFORCE
(= 2§

Nightforce ATACR 1-8x24 F1 34mm
FC-DM Retilce .1mil adjustments

“r
w
Ul
(=]
1423

Nightforce NX8 1-8x24 F1 30mm
FC-Mil or FC-MOA reticles $2190

}

Nightforce BEAST 5-25x56
Mil-R, MOAR $5135
Horus H59 or T3 Illuminated $5630

[

Nightforce ATACR 5-25x56 SFP..
Nightforce ATACR 5-25x56 FFP..
Nightforce ATACR 4-16x50 FFP..
Nightforce ATACR 7-35x56 FFP..

!

Nightforce SHV 4-14x50 FFP Ill..
Nightforce SHV 3-10x42 ...
Nightforce SHV 4-14x56 ...
Nightforce SHV 4-14x56 I11..
Nightforce SHV 5-20x56...
Nightforce SHV 5-20x56 IlI..

|

Nightforce Competition 15-55x52 $2995
Nightforce Competition Lightweight 44x42
Just 587 grams $2245

}

Nightforce BR 8-32x56 $1660
Nightforce BR 12-42x56 $1845

SCHMIDT © BENDER
Schmidt & Bender Sale

|

S&B Summit 2.5-10x42
A4 or A7 reticle 1" tube
Was $2696, now just $1695
Limited stock

|

S&B Stratos 2.5-13x56
FD7 flashdot reticle 1cm CW
Reduced to $2395
Limited stock

|

Schmidt & Bender Exos 1-8x24
FD7 flash dot reticle, 30mm tube
Was
Limited stock at $2695

l

anywhere in
Australia

B phuding i g Safers ol
L L L

e

Schmidt & Bender PMII 5-25x56
P4FL2 illuminated reticle in the second
focal plane, 1/4 MOA CCW clicks
Just $3149

Schmidt & Bender PMII 5-25x56 with
illuminated P4FL reticle in the first focal
plane, .1 mil clicks CW/DT/ST
Now just $3790

S&B PMII 5-25x56 MTC LT RAL8000$4495
S&B PMII 12-50x56 FFP PAF $3490
S&B PMII 5-20x50 Ultra Short. $3950
S&B PMII 1-8x24 Short Dot CC .. $4195
S&B PMII High Power 5-45x56........... $6399

S&B Zenith 3-12x50 A7 reticle.
S&B Klassik 8x56 A7 reticle ...
S&B Klassik 10x42 A7 reticle
S&B Klassic 6x42 Al reticle.......

..$1690
$1349
$1249

..$1190

New Zeiss Models
New Low Prices

s

Zeiss Conquest V4 Scopes

1-4x24 Mluminated......coeeereerreenreneenns $1225
3-12x40 $1225
3-12x40 Ballistic TUITEL.....wwwvereeeeerrrernees $1345
3-12x56

3-12x56 Illuminated
4-16x44 Ballistic Turret.
6-24x50 Ballistic Turret. .$1470
6-24x50 [lluminated Ballistic Turret $1590

(=¥

Zeiss Conquest V6 Scopes
1.1-6x24 Illuminated.. . $
2-12x50 lluminated...
2-12x50 [lluminated ASV-H
2.5-15x56 [lluminated....
3-18x50
3-18x50 ASV-H.
5-30x50 ASV-H

==

Zeiss Victory V8 Scopes
1-8x30 Mluminated....... ..$2590
1-8x30 Illuminated ASV.. $3155
8-14x50 Illuminated..... $3035
8-
8-

1.
1.
1.
1.8-14x50 Illuminated ASV- $3340
2.8-20x56 Illuminated ASV-H $3395
4.8-35x60 [lluminated ASV-H... ..$3635
Call for the best prices on all
other Zeiss Products

CZ Shadow 2 9mm
black/blue
Back in stock

6.5 Creedmoor $199 Schmidt & Bender Stratos 1.5-8x42 Just $1780 at Magnum Sports
FD7 flash dot reticle Spare mags just $39
Primos Proof 03 Was with pistol purchase
16MP Trail Cam Limited stock at $2299
Blackout LED 1
Just $220 | e H CZ Shadow 2 Australia
while stocks last W 2 sets of grips in blue
Reduced from $4496 to clear and red with Southern Cross
e o Schmidt & Bender PMII Ultra Short 3 magazines with base plates
Tasco 5mp 3-20x50 FFP Magazine well
Trail Cam with illuminated MSR reticle Extended mag release
Reduced from Now just $3690 Just $1945 at Magnum Sports
$300 to just $169 Very limited stock
19 Babbage Rd MON-FRI: 9am - 5pm
1 ] - Like us on Facebook
Roseville Chase NSW 2069  SAT: 8am - 3pm  fikeus on facebocl

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE



Paul Miller

t’s widely accepted that RCBS is one

of the world’s leading manufacturers

of reloading presses for both metallic

rifle cartridges and shotgun shells.
For many years I've had excellent results
with an RCBS Partner Press Kit and have
reloaded a lot of rifle cartridges in several
calibres with this superb little press as
well as accessories and RCBS dies bought
separately.

These kits are great for initial forays into
serious reloading but you also need a case
trimmer if you’re starting to do enough
shooting that your shells begin to stretch
with repeated reloading. Some cartridges
tend to stretch more than others depending
on the shape of their neck and sharpness or
otherwise of their shoulders. We often hear
of people shooting ‘improved’ cartridges
where a factory cartridge like the .257
Roberts is fire-formed in a rifle with an
improved chamber.

In this example a .257 Roberts Ackley
Improved has a much sharper shoulder

62 Australian Shooter

adds to gloihg reputation of RCBS

angle of 40 degrees. The standard factory
.257 Roberts has a shoulder angle of 20
degrees 45’ which means it’s more likely to
feed and chamber easily but also experience
neck stretching over time, especially with
reloads at the top end of the performance
range. Some cartridges provide quite an
increase in performance when improved
with less taper in the case and more angle
in the shoulder, so increasing case capacity.
Less frequent or non-existent trimming for
the life of the case is an added bonus.

Once a cartridge neck stretches to a point
where the manufacturer’s specification for
cartridge overall case length is exceeded,
you can run into problems with chambering
your rounds subject to the length of your
chamber. A case that’s too long can enter
the throat of a firearm and a case jammed
in this way makes releasing the bullet more
difficult on firing. This can dramatically
increase pressures and be potentially highly
dangerous and damaging to the firearm and,
in a worst case scenario, the shooter.

Some people view trimming cases as
unnecessary or simply chuck them away
and replace with new ones or buy another
quantity of factory loads when they reach
maximum recommended length. Some
more exotic cartridge cases are rather
expensive to buy so throwing them away

The pilot slides into the

cutter head and is secured
by tightening the set screw
with a hex key wrench.




STEINER v [ RANGER 2.5-10XS0 ]

Nothing Escapes You

THE ULTIMATE IN GERMAN PREEISII]I}\I.

By popular request, Steiner has released a new mdlbdel
of Ranger scope with a versatile 50mm objective to
cover everything from daytime shooting until the last
of the fading light. This scope is a perfect comprofnise
between portability and light transmission with an
( b o extraordinary magnification range for all situations.

[lluminated reticle.
Waterproof to 2 metres.

One-piece tube with matte,
scratchproof, hard anodized finish.

The perfect compromise between portability and
light gathering - great for our Australian style of hunting.

Steiner Heritage Warranty - for the life of the product.

' 2.5-10X50

VISIT ONE OF OUR STEINER PREMIUM DEALERS

[NSW] Abela's Gun Shop | Arms & Ammo - Beresfield | Calibre Country | Gunpro | Horsley Park Gun Shop | Safari Firearms | Tackleworld Goulbourn
[VIC] Bairnsdale Firearms | Gunco Superstore | H&S Firearms | Smith’s Outdoors | The Shooting Zone
[QLD] The Outpost | Townsville Gun Shop [W.A] Claremont Firearms [N.T] Coolalinga Guns & Ammo [TAS] Sports Hut

Find me at

m ( ecoman) BERET
Foundation www.berettaaustralia.com.au
REREEGT SIF/A A AUSTRALIA




Trim Pro-2 adds to glowing reputation of RCBS

rather than resizing can become a costly
exercise. The same can be said for buying
exotic factory loads.

If you're interested in consistency and
accuracy and ultimately safety, you need
to trim your cases when they reach the
maximum length stated in the various
reloading guides available world-wide. The
rule of thumb for trimming is ten-thousands
of an inch below the stated maximum
overall cartridge length. With a trimmer
like this RCBS it’s an easy and satisfying
job to perform knowing all your cases are
the same length and right on specification.

The three favourite cartridges I reload
are the .17 Remington, .220 Swift and
.25-06. These are all high performance
cartridges that stretch their necks with
repeated firing of near maximum loads. I
never run any of them flat out but still the
brass flows forward over a number of firings
and they need trimming. These all fall into
the expensive category when it comes to
buying factory empties. Purchasing these as
loaded cartridges really puts a dent in your
overdraft. These are all fine examples of
why you should trim cartridges and extend
their useful reloading life both for economy
and safety.

The RCBS Trim Pro-2 is a well-made
unit and comes with nine trimmer pilots
from .22 cal to .45 cal. Other smaller diam-
eter pilots like .17 and .20 cal are available
to buy separately. It’s robustly constructed
and has a feeling of real quality and preci-
sion when put to use.

This trimmer is easy to install by just
screwing it to your reloading bench or a
substantial piece of timber if you want to
make it portable. Simply attach the lever
to the spring-loaded Universal shell holder
assembly and you’re ready to start. Select
the calibre of pilot and install it in the cutter
head and tighten the retaining set screw
with a ¥s" hex key wrench. Ideally, select

firmly by the case holder '

-
The .17 Rem case clasped
and aligned to the cutter.® o
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The essential Vernier caliper
showing the cartridge at
maximum length and in need
of trimming.

Case length specifications for
the .17 Rem including vital d 1. 538 |
maximum overall case length. -

Maximum 5.A.A.M.l. Overall Cartridge Length: 2.150"

a case that’s already trimmed to size and
push down on the lever to insert the case in
the shell holder. The two jaws firmly hold
and locate the case and this aligns the case
to the pilot and cutter.

Grasp the substantial handle on the
revolving cutter bar and push the pilot
smoothly into the case as far as it will go.
Slide the coarse adjustment bushing with
the fine adjustment bushing attached to
touch the back of the cutter guide and lock
the coarse bushing in place. From here it’s
a matter of tweaking the fine adjustment to
obtain exactly the overall cartridge length
you want. This machine is accurate to
within 0.001 of an inch and those modifica-
tions are easily applied on the fine adjust-
ment bushing then locked in place with the
same Allen key as the coarse bushing.

Push down on the lever and insert your
cartridge then shove the pilot into the
cartridge mouth where it gives a firm fit
and ensures concentricity in the trimming
process. You will need a Vernier caliper
to make accurate measurements and it’s
a simple process to trim your cartridges.
These calipers are another essential for safe
reloading so you can make various measure-
ments of your cases and finished reloaded
cartridges to ensure they're safe to fire.




CZ 457 MTR
17HMR, 22LR

i ' CZ 457 ROYAL
17HMR, 22LR, 22WMR

? . CI 457 PREMIUM
17HMR, Z2LR

i . CI 457 VARMINT
17HMR, 22LR

WWW WINCHESTERAUSTRALIA.COM. AU o

CI 457 AMERICAN
17HMR, 22LR, 22WMR

ﬁ CZ 457 LUX
17HMR, 22LR, 22WMR

i I CZ 457 TRAINING RIFLE
22K

ﬁ I CI 457 JAGUAR
221R

& SIFA 2




Trim Pro-2 adds to glowing reputation of RCBS

I really rate the spring-loaded Universal
shell holder as it does away with changing
individual case holders and is so quick
and positive to use. The shell is perfectly
aligned to the cutter and a simple trim
inside and outside with a hand-held cham-
fering and deburring tool is all that’s needed
after the machine trimming is done.

I believe there are also various calibre-
specific three-way cutters available
which attach by removing the cutter head
provided with the trimmer. These units ]
apparently trim, chamfer and deburr all in . ; 10.001" indications on

. . y A F, » L5 the fine adjustment
one operation for a neat job. I'll have to look - 2 ., e - bushing.
into this for my three hot shots sometime = 3 I ;
soon, although it’s no hardship to use a
manual tool for a quick chamfer and deburr.

This trimmer retails for around $275
from gunshops Australia-wide and provides
the comfort of the RCBS reputation for
quality, reliability and warranty. I recom-
mend it highly as a top-notch product and
an absolute necessity for reloading consis-
tent cartridges that contribute both to
accuracy and, most importantly, safety. For
more, visit nioa.net.au or rchs.com. @

Maximum accuracy
of trim length is
achieved with the

The correct trim length
and ready to safely
reload and fire.

ROLLED ANTI-PRY
DOOR EDGE

EXTERNAL AMMO
COMPARTMENT

HIGHLY SECURE
KEY-LOCK ENTRY

DEADLOCKING
ANTI-PRY SYSTEM

RE-ENFORCED
LOCKING EDGE

POWER LOCKING
BOLTS

INTERNAL HOOKS
STORAGE

ANTI DRILL
PLATE

SPRING LOADED
DEAD BOLT

The all new and improved safe range some of the most robust and secure
promises superior security, a fresh new safes yet, ensuring you can store your
look and upgraded features. We've firearms with confidence in the most
done a complete overhaul on our entire  up-to-date technologies and second to
range of key-lock safes and developed none security.

safes.spika.com.au
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o Gerako?ethmlsh For
dCorrosmn Resistance.
ade for the nastlest conditions. The MARKV WEATHERMARK metal work

has a tough-as-nails Cerakote® finish that adds tons of extra weather resistance
to it’s parts and pieces.

FIND YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST ﬁ tsaoutdoors.au ﬂ tsashooting

tsaoutdoors.com.au/find-an-outlet @ tsa_outdoors @ tsashooting

OUTDOORS



Schultz & Larsen’s Legacy
switch-barrel sporting rifle

Con Kapralos

he fact that Denmark is home to a

well-respected firearms manufac-

turer in Schultz & Larsen (S&L)

is something that deserves to be
celebrated. The company was registered in
January 1919 by Hans Schultz and his son-
in-law Niels Larsen and their rifles have
always been made with an emphasis on
first-class craftsmanship and high degrees
of accuracy.

In Australia, S&L is represented by
Gone Hunting based in Brighton, Victoria.
Included with the review rifle were two
scopes - a tactical IOR and Premier
Heritage 3-15x50 - supplied in detachable
rings. Ammunition came in .222 and .223
Remington as well as .300 Blackout.

The rifle

The Legacy is a traditional bolt-action
repeater built on a modular switch-barrel
design. Its deep blued metalwork and

Rifle in component form (bolt
and magazine not shown).
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pillar-bedded walnut stock with an oil finish
is a classic look.

The fully-floating switch-barrels are cut-
rifled and tin-lapped and the 60-degree holt
throw and triple locking lugs make for a
rock solid but silky smooth action. The rifle
weighs 2.8kg bare and is supplied with a full
length hard-case and take-down tools. One
barrel comes with the rifle upon purchase
with another three calibres of various
profiles, generally standard (14mm diam-
eter) and varmint (18mm) with twist rates
available to suit the Legacy action.

The receiver

This is the heart of the Legacy rifle and
machined from a solid piece of steel.
Ultra-precise CNC machining ensures

the receiver and bolt are perfectly aligned
with the barrel. The front portion of the
receiver ring is bored to accommodate the
shank of the barrel with a tight slip-fit. The

==

underside of the ring and lug are split off-
centre with the left side drilled and tapped
to accept two barrel retaining screws.

The thicker side of the bottom ring
accepts the front action screw as well
as accommodating a short stud which
mates with a slot in the barrel shank. The
receiver has a compact profile with a scal-
loped segment of the left side having the
Legacy name tastefully engraved. Scope
mounting is facilitated by the receiver top
being machined to accept proprietary S&L
‘Slide and Lock’ scope hardware as well as
being drilled and tapped to take Weaver or
Picatinny-style bases. The review rifle had
a one-piece Picatinny with quick-detachable
rings fitted to both riflescopes.

The barrel

Barrels are a strong point of S&L. Chrome
molybdenum steel barrels are bored before
being cut-rifled to produce the lands and
grooves concentric to the bore itself. The
Legacy, being a compact action sporting
rifle, is tailored to the .222 and .223
Remington calibres as well as the 6x45 and
.300 Blackout. Furthermore, select calibres
are offered in differing rates of twist and
barrel profiles - the Standard barrel with
14mm muzzle diameter or Light Varmint at
18mm.

All Legacy barrels are threaded at the
muzzle with either a M14x1 or UNF-20
thread for additional accessories. All barrels
have the calibre engraved on the shank to
ease identification.

The trigger
The bottom flat of the receiver houses the
trigger group and is located to the rear. The
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Schultz & Larsen’s Legacy switch-barrel sporting rifle

trigger is of a single-stage design and fully
adjustable for pull weight and sear engage-
ment. The test rifle was set at 1.3kg and
perfect to use as supplied (S&L stipulates
trigger adjustment be made by a competent
gunsmith). The trigger blade was slim and
comfortable.

The magazine

This is a detachable box design of all-steel
construction holding four rounds, kept in
place by a spring-loaded latch engaged by a
press-button to the front of the magazine.
All calibres supplied in the Legacy can use
the same magazine and all rounds tested
in the different calibres fed easily into the
magazine and chambered without fault.

The Premier Heritage scope was fitted
to Innomount two-piece rings which
mate to a Picatinny rail fitted to the
top of the receiver.

The bolt
The steel one-piece bolt is of a push-feed
design with a polished shank, blued bolt
shroud and three locking lugs mated to a
60-degree bolt throw. The handle is of a
straight profile with a rounded knob at its
terminus. Case extraction is possible with a
plunger ejector through the bolt face and a
Sako-style extractor.

The three locking lugs and recessed
bolt face lock up directly into the breech
of the barrel and S&L specifies that when

fitting a barrel to the receiver, the bolt be
fully homed and locked in to set the correct
head-space before tightening the rear
barrel-retaining screw first, then the front
screw. The correct tightening procedure is
sacrosanct to the rifle functioning safely.

All Legacy switch-
barrels are threaded
for muzzle brakes

or noise suppressors
where permitted.

r

The stock
This is a piece of straight-grained walnut.
Gone Hunting also offers the Legacy stocks

223 REM (5.56x45)
SAKO 113G OTM

WEIGHT &5 § | 68 gF

Vernier calipers
don't lie - just under
6mm was the best

|
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The American-style profiled
stock with Grade 1 walnut.

in higher grades of walnut for those who
like fancy swirls and stripes. The profile is
a straight-combed American-style sporter
devoid of cheekpiece and with a slim pistol
grip. Precisely cut panels of chequering
around the grip and either side of the
fore-end set the stock off well and give an
excellent hold. The rifle is fitted with a slim
recoil pad made of sorbothane but recoil in
the calibres offered is negligible.

The stock is normally fitted with QD
sling swivel studs as standard but in this
case a Spartan Javelin bipod adapter plate is
fitted at the front stud position, concurrent
to the testing of several Spartan bipods and
tripods. The inletting of the stock is excel-
lent with all surfaces neatly finished and
sealed with oil.

Aluminum pillars are inletted into the
floor of the stock which provide a stable
bedding surface for the receiver, with the
contact areas glass bedded. The barrels are
free-floating along their entire length.

Barrel change-over

The Legacy comes with one barrel
according to customer request. The sporter
barrels with 14mm muzzle diameter are
$210 less than the equivalent light-varmint
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Schultz & Larsen’s Legacy switch-barrel sporting rifle

barrels at 18mm (when bought with the
rifle).

The Legacy is made to use at least one
extra barrel, if not two or three, with addi-
tional barrels costing from $1063 to $1225
depending on chosen profile. Changing
barrels requires the bolt to be withdrawn
from the action and the stock removed by
extracting the two action screws. Once
the stock is taken out, two barrel retaining
screws in the front receiver ring are visible.
With the supplied tool, each screw is loos-
ened a quarter to half turn and by grasping
the barrel firmly it can be pulled from the
receiver. The replacement barrel should be
inspected carefully to ensure no oil or lubri-
cant is present on the shank or inside the
receiver ring.

The barrel is inserted with the groove
on the barrel shank mating with the stud in
the receiver ring and the barrel needs to be
firmly homed with no gap between shank
and receiver ring. The bolt can be inserted
to set the correct head-space and the two
barrel locking screws tightened, the rear
first just snug’ then the front one. With the
screws ‘snug’ they can be tightened to 6-8
Newton metres (Nm) with a torque wrench
or nipped up and tightened one quarter turn
with the supplied wrench. The stock can be
replaced and the action cycled to ensure the
rifle is operational.
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Results for accuracy testing of the S&L Legacy at 100m with five three-
shot groups the norm. All loads, apart from the Browning BXV in .223
Remington, came with the review rifle.

Ammunition

.222 Remington - Sako 50gr Gamehead SP
.223 Remington - Sako | 13G OTM 69gr
.223 Remington - Sellier & Bellot Match
69gr HPBT

.223 Remington - Buffalo River OSA

55gr Blitz King

.223 Remington - Browning BXV Varmint
Expansion 50gr

.300 BLK Buffalo River OSA 125gr PP SN
.300 BLK Remington High Performance
Rifle 220gr OTM

Best group Worst group Average **

23mm 35mm 28mm
6mm 23mm I5mm
10mm l6mm 14mm
l6mm 23mm 19mm
15mm 26mm 20mm
32mm 80mm 48mm
n/a n/a n/a

** Average calculated from five three-shot groups

Range testing

The review rifle was supplied with three
barrels in .222 and .223 Remington as
well as the .300 Blackout. Two scopes in
the Romanian IOR and American Premier
Heritage were also available. The Premier
was chosen as the most suitable scope for
aesthetics.

The rifle came fitted with the .223
Remington barrel and testing over several
range sessions involved using all three
barrels and shooting groups at 100m.
Conditions ranging from sunshine to gale-
force winds tested both rifle and reviewer.
The 1:8 twist rate of the 223 Rem barrel
stabilised the larger projectiles better than
the lighter ones as expected. For lighter
projectiles, twist rates of 1:10 and 1:12
are available and with the switch barrel
system it’s possible to swap and match
barrel twist rates to various projectile sizes
and quality.

The rifle did experience issues firing
the Remington .300 Blackout ammuni-
tion with loads failing for the first seven
loads tested. Primer strike was visible
but they failed to fire. The Buffalo River
.300 Blackout performed without trouble
so hard primers on the Remington loads
seems the only explanation. All other loads
gave no issues.

All other loads tested in the specific cali-
bres gave a mixed bag of results. The .223
Remington chambering performed above
expectation, the .222 Remington and .300
Blackout had to deal with gusty winds as
indicated in the groups seen at 100m but
overall the rifle functioned very well.

Overview

The S&L Legacy was a pleasure to use and
is an excellent rifle for the hunter looking
for a switch-barrel platform suited to

small-scale calibres such as the .223 and .223
Remington, .300 Blackout and the 6x45.

The ability to use the same bolt and
magazine for all calibres and simple barrel-
changing procedure make for a lovely outfit.
The S&L Legacy starts at $2614 (with
standard profile barrel), with additional
barrels from $1063. More at shultzlarsen.
comau @

Specifications

Manufacturer: Schultz & Larsen,
Denmark

Model: Legacy

Action: Push-feed bolt-action, take-
down

Barrel: Chrome moly, cut-rifled. Barrels
offered as standard weight (I4mm
muzzle diameter) or light varmint
(I18mm muzzle diameter) - calibre
dependent.

Calibres: .222 Rem, .223 Rem, .300
Blackout (all tested), 6x45

Sights: None fitted. Receiver machined
for proprietary S&L mounts, drilled and
tapped for Weaver base or Picatinny rail.
Trigger: Single-stage adjustable
Magazine: Steel, four shots in single
column. Five-shot magazines available
Stock: Oil-finished walnut, Grade |
(test rifle). Higher walnut grades offered
(additional cost)

Weight: 2.8kg

Distributor: Gone Hunting Pty Ltd
RRP: $26 14 with standard barrel (14mm
muzzle diameter), $2824 with light
varmint barrel (I8mm muzzle diameter).
Additional barrels: Standard $1063, Light
Varmint $1225.
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Who really sot the Adelaide lions

Job done: Bill Hambly-Clark with
the two shot lions and, inset,
eyewitness Mike Young.

Eyewitness adds new slant to bizarre tale

Dave Rose

he astonishing tale of the circus lions

that escaped from their cages and

were on the loose in the Adelaide

suburb of Wingfield in 1964, as
featured in our December issue, has proved
a talking point among many readers.

Since running the story we've discovered
the identity of ‘Jim P’, one of the police offi-
cers involved when three of the four lions
were shot dead, was Jim Pengilly. The letter
from Geoff Smith in last month’s Shooter
gave some background information on Jim.

We’ve also been given a DVD containing
footage filmed as the incident unfolded five
decades ago. The recording seems to indi-
cate a crowd of bemused plain clothes and
uniformed police officers. There are graphic
images of the dominant male lion with
the unfortunate keeper, George Herzog,
who was mauled to death. Incredibly, the
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stand-off lasted more than two hours. In
the footage, Wingfield is a rural setting far
removed from the urban locale of today.

There are conflicting versions of who
actually shot the three lions after a fourth
had been coaxed back into its cage. The
Australian Shooter account was based on an
article that appeared in an issue of the quar-
terly newsletter published by the SSAA
Hunting & Conservation Branch (SA) in
November 2008. That story firmly placed
the credit for downing two of the lions with
Jim Pengilly, one of the first to arrive after
the alert.

But sources within the SSAA familiar
with the event reckon there are different
explanations on who did the shooting due to
ill feeling between police and a gun dealer
who arrived after being asked to assist.

He was Bill Hambly-Clark, a colourful

character who ran a city centre gunshop
and passed away in 2013. But Mike Young, a
long-term SSAA member who accompanied
him that day, still lives in Adelaide and has
told us exactly what he saw.

At the time Mike was serving in the
Australian Army and was a mate of Hambly-
Clark’s son, Bill Jr, and in his spare time
would help out at the gunshop. Mike still
has vivid recollections of what happened
that day when he was in his early 20s. “I
was on leave from the Army and for some-
thing to do was helping in the gunshop,” he
said.

“About 9 o’clock that morning the phone
rang and young Bill answered - it was the
police wanting someone to help deal with
the incident. Bill Jr had been in a motor-
cycle accident and was injured so I went
instead as back-up.” They were picked up



by a police car which sped to the scene with
sirens blaring. “The police radio was on

and it was clear they weren’t going to do
anything until Bill arrived,” said Mike.

Hambly-Clark had sighted-in a Browning
Auto and given Mike a Spanish side-by-
side. “T had to work out the safety but Bill’s
instruction was to ‘cover me’,” said Mike.
A Superintendent Lenton surveyed the
scene with Hambly-Clark - two lions near
caravans and the male by a fence with the
remains of the keeper. Lenton instructed
Hambly-Clark to deal with the dominant
male without interference, while the police
shooters were told to focus on the other
two.

“I followed Bill about four or five paces
behind and to his right,” recalled Mike. “He
closed to less than 25 yards from the lion
with me following - no one else came with
us. With Bill about 20 yards away and the
lion still undisturbed, he stopped and raised
his firearm to take aim.

“At that moment someone behind yelled
‘fire’ and the lion moved its head sharply as
Bill took the shot. His intention had been to
head-shoot the animal from the side but the
sudden call meant the shot struck its left
brow arch, fortunately with enough impact
to crack major sections of the skull and kill
the lion.”

Who really shot the Adelaide lions

At that point Mike remembers a
barrage of shots ringing out from the
other shooters, enough to kill one of the
lions near the caravans as the lioness ran
towards the fallen male. “Bill approached
the downed male ready to shoot again if
necessary,” said Mike. “As Bill was concen-
trating on him I saw the female coming
across my front at speed. I yelled out to Bill
who shot it in an instant.”

What followed involved a curious course
of action by police, according to Mike. “An
officer who’d stayed with the group we made
our approach from was the first to come
forward and raised his shotgun to fire. I said
‘it’s already dead’ but he told me ‘I'm going
to shoot it anyway’ and fired into its ribs.”

With Bill about 20
yards away and the
lion still undisturbed,
he stopped and
raised his firearm
to take aim

Hambly-Clark then pulled out a skinning
knife but was stopped by another officer
citing quarantine issues. It later transpired
Hambly-Clark did indeed become owner
of the two lion skins, and skulls which he
boiled down as trophies. As far as Mike’s
concerned two of the lions were definitely
killed by Hambly-Clark. “He shot two lions
with three shots in a matter of seconds. I
didn’t fire a shot,” he said. Video footage
shows those two lions being shot.

What clouded the issue was the ill feeling
between Hambly-Clark and Superintendent
Lenton. “There was a personality clash,”
said Mike. “Bill was a flamboyant character
who spoke out and was critical of the police
performance.”

The filmed images were the work of a
freelance operator who happened to be on
the scene and Mike believes they were
edited to portray the police in a more
favourable light than was perhaps merited.
“One film only shows the police being
involved but that’s definitely not the way
things played out that day. I know this, I
was there.” @

* Watch the drama: Search ‘Wingfield
Lions’ on YouTube for footage posted by Mr
Hambly-Clark Jr.

Need somewhere to hunt?

Want to help farmers with

their pest issues?

Register now for SSAA's
Farmer Assist program

*

 §

Visit farmerassist.com.au for more details on the release and status of the program
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Look shar
the Nirey KE-500

Con Kapralos

irey electric knife sharpeners
are arguably the best on the
market these days with three
models in its electric range
- the KE-198, KE-3000 and KE-280 -
covering recreational (home use), profes-
sional (single use) and commercial (multi
use) applications. With more than 70,000
units sold in Australia, Nirey sharpeners
are favoured by a wide range of end-users
who want to quickly sharpen knives
without resorting to labour and time-inten-
sive methods.

Retail giant Coles has used Nirey units
in its butchering facilities since 2012
- when time means money you want a
sharpener that will minimise down time
due to blades that need touching up after
high volume meat processing.

Nirey is always looking at ways to
improve its electric sharpener range and
has just released the KE-500 Ultimate
Knife Sharpener. It takes the already
excellent features from the KE-3000 and
KE-280 and adds a host of new features.
Total Knife Care, Australian distributor for
the Nirey range, sent Australian Shooter
the KE-500 kit for evaluation.

It arrived in a well-appointed plastic
carrybox which contained the electric
sharpener, a set of medium grinding
wheels (fine polishing wheels fitted as
standard to the unit), and an extra set of
fine polishing belts. Two knife angle guides
come with the KE-500 which allow for a
wide range of blade-ware to be honed and
a cleaning brush is also supplied. There’s
also a comprehensive user manual which
Nirey recommends the user read before
operating the sharpener and keep on hand
for future reference.

Features of the Nirey KE-500 Ultimate
Knife Sharpener:
¢ Sharpens every style of knife, both

European and Asian blade angles.

Interchangeable angle guides allow

knives with both thick and thin edges to

be sharpened.
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Sharpens 100 per cent of the blade,

including knives with bolsters.

* A much quieter model due to improved
gearing in the electric motors.

* New safety guards protect the belts

from damage.

No set-up time.

Maintains the same edge every time.

Easy, low maintenance, built to last.

Uses the same belts as KE-3000 and

KE-280 sharpeners.

Time to sharpen
Readers of Australian Shooter and
Australian Hunter may be familiar with my
usual knife sharpening system and getting
my hands on the Nirey KE-500 would see
me round up all my kitchen and hunting
knives in need of sharpening (the ‘paper
slicing’ test is the standard method I use).
I also had a couple of old Victorinox Fibrox
skinners that needed their edge restored
and was confident the Nirey unit would be
up to the task.

With the fine finishing/honing wheels
installed I easily touched up the edges
on all my kitchen and hunting knives.
Using the manual as a reference, I passed
them through each sharpening wheel two
or three times as these knives were not
overly blunt.

Two small debris trays under each
grinding wheel catch any particles.

ORDER YOURS TODAY
FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST

Once sharpening with the fine wheels
was completed, these were easily switched
to the medium grinding wheels supplied.
With the top cover off, the sharpening
ports were given a quick clean with the
brush, and the steel debris trays removed
and cleared of excess metal from the
sharpening.

With the medium wheels in place the
Victorinox skinners were given the blade
re-profiling treatment. Again, following
the manual’s guidelines, the blade edge
was quickly restored on both knives and
the medium grinding wheels changed
back to the fine honing wheels and blades
polished to a razor-sharp finish. All knives
I put through the Nirey KE-500 passed
the ‘paper slicing’ test. What I must add is
that when using an electric sharpener the
user must wear eye protection and work
slowly without interruption. It’s impera-
tive any external distractions are kept to a
minimum.

It’s good practice that once you've
finished using the Nirey KE-500 Ultimate

The

SLECTRIC KNIFE SHARPEN=R

Upgrade your knife sharpening equipment to the

ULTIMATE

Quick, easy and safe to use

Look sharp - the Nirey KE-500

Grinding wheels are simple
to remove and replace.

Electric Sharpener it is given a quick clean
and stored in its carry case. Additionally,
inspecting the grinding/polishing belts

for wear is recommended and replace-
ment belts are available. Inspecting and
replacing the belts is covered in the
manual.

Overview
For a hunter, serious home cook or anyone
who needs to sharpen knives quickly and
efficiently, the Nirey KE-500 Ultimate
Knife Sharpener represents the pinnacle
in professional knife sharpening. Available
in the kit form as reviewed with a RRP of
$594 or as the stand-alone KE-500 unit
at $544.50, it represents an investment
in quality and is made to last a lifetime
providing it’s maintained and cared for.
With back-up from Total Knife Care,
the KE-500 will make knife maintenance
a much simpler task. For more on the
KE-500 or the entire Nirey range visit
totalknifecare.com.au or email them at
info@totalknifecare.com.au @

No set up necessary

Sharpens both Asian & European angles

is another outstanding

MODELS TO SUIT ALL MARKE"Sfmm$199 addition to the extensive knife sharpening range by
* Domestic * Commercial ¢ Professional

@ nirey.com.au

TOTAL KNIFE CARE

The knife sharpening specialists

Australian Shooter 77




The enthusiast’s

gun rac

Chas Harding

K

had recently reached a milestone in life.

After 40 years serving my employer I

accepted the backslaps, handshakes,

farewells and at 62 was a free and lucky
man. I'd been keen on guns, shooting and
hunting from an early age. My brother and
I gained our air rifles at age nine, saved our
paper run money for three years and our
Savage Model 24 Combination 20-gauge 22
Magnums came home with dad when we
were 13.

I've bought and sold untold guns and
scopes over the ensuing 50-odd years,
delving into all aspects of shooting and
hunting. I consider myself an all-rounder in
the shooting game, a master of no one facet
but keen. It was, and is, my passion. What
had I learnt over all these years that I could
pass on to the youngsters of today? The
gun rack would be a great place to start. I'd
say to them “buy only the guns you abso-
lutely need and then, most importantly, try
to wear them out!”

Firearm number 1 would be a bolt-action,
magazine fed rifle with a low mounted,
medium-range variable scope (3-12=+).

A calibre .22 long rifle. This rifle would

be the one most used as ammunition is
readily available, inexpensive and recoil
and noise virtually non-existent. Shooting
a .22 rimfire rifle is fun and promotes what
I believe is the cornerstone of all rifle
marksmanship - practice. Sighted dead-on
at 50m and knowing its point of impact at
25m and 75m will enable small game to be
humanely despatched (rabbits, hares, walla-
bies, foxes).

With the additional knowledge of where
it hits at 100m all official competitions
such as Field Rifle, Benchrest, Silhouette
and 3-Position can be handled, as well as
impromptu shoots that may arise with
mates. Other rimfire calibres are fine
(.22 Magnum, .17s) but to my mind the
.22 long rifle is the cartridge for the one
rimfire-only shooter. Winchester 40gr high
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The enthusiast’s gun rack

velocity Power-Points would be my ammu-
nition of choice.

Firearm number 2 is the shotgun. Next
to the .22 rimfire this is the gun most

used. Suited to all feathered targets of
quail, ducks, geese and pheasants and fully
capable on fur up to and including wallabies,
foxes and small kangaroos. On the target
front one of its many enjoyable uses is in
the clay shooting sports.

Firearm-wise there’s really only one
choice - 12-gauge, over-and-under, sporting
stock configuration, 28-32" barrels, change-
able chokes, 3" chambers, steel shot
compatible. With this shotgun and appro-
priate choke/shot size/load selection, the
keen shooter can compete effectively in
any competition. For all types of suitable
game it’s perfect. Choke suggestion would
be V4 for skeet and small close game, Y%
for sporting/simulated field and medium-
size animals at reasonable range, and % or
full for trap, DTL, Trench and larger fur,
feathers at around 35m. Shot size and load
weight to suit.

Firearm number 3 in the rack has to be

a .22 centrefire, magazine fed, bolt-action
rifle. Again, low mounted with a 3-12=+ vari-
able scope. Sighted 1%2" high at 100m with
point of impact known at 50, 200 and 300m.
All small and medium game can be humanly
harvested (rabbits, hares, wallabies,
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Cartridges to complement
the gun rack.

kangaroos, foxes, small pigs and goats) with
this calibre and it’s ideal for large volume
shooting of crows, roos and other pests.
Low recoil makes them a pleasure to
shoot and ideal for centrefire practice. This
calibre lends itself admirably to all the offi-
cial SSAA paper target centrefire matches
- Field Rifle, 3P, 2P and any impromptu
matches in the field. Specifically my choice
would be a .22-250 which does every-
thing the .204, .222 or .223s do and more.
Accurate, flat shooting and more humane at
300m for small game, the minor downside
of barrel life is not an issue. I replaced my
first barrel after 7000 rounds. It was still

.22-centrefire rifles are ideal forlong-
range work onjcrows-where permitted.
Wi, = i

shooting 2" groups at 100m and for Mr
Average that’s a lot of shooting. And 55gr
projectiles at approximately 3500fps would
be my suggestion.

Firearm number 4 has to be the ‘deer
rifle’ (pigs, goats) ranging from a .24-calibre
to the .300 Magnums. All will do the job.
Obviously the .24s are a bit light on larger
deer and, if chosen, should be used within
their limitations - range, stationary animal,
vital area accessibility (note: .270 legal
minimum for sambar deer in Victoria).

The mid-calibres - .270, 7mm, .308, 30-06
all offer good performance with tolerable



recoil. Recoil on the .300 Magnums is
manageable but starts to impinge if plenty
of target practice is a goal. And practice,

I repeat, is the key to marksmanship. It’s
for this reason I suggest either a 7mm
Remington Magnum or a .30-06 firing
140/180gr projectiles at 2800fps for the
‘deer rifle’. This offers great performance
on game as well as manageable recoil for
the target matches of Silhouette Rifle,
500 Fly, C/F Field Rifle and F Class Big
Bore. Again, bolt-action, magazine fed,
low mounted with a 3-12+ variable scope,
sighted 1%2" high at 100m with a point of
impact known at 50, 200, 300m for game
plus 400 and 500m for target matches.

Firearm number 5 is fairly specific but
considered necessary in the complete
minimum gun rack. Usually termed the ‘big
game’ rifle, it will be used on larger animals
such as sambar deer, scrub bulls, buffaloes,
bantengs and camels though can also be
used on smaller game. The uses of this
rifle can be handled by the .300 Magnums if
that’s your ‘deer rifle’ choice. However, the
larger calibres (.35-40) are more emphatic
on big game and also enable competition in
SSAA Big Game Rifle matches.

My suggestion has to be the .375 Holland
& Holland Magnum cartridge in a bolt-
action, magazine fed, scoped (2-10=+) rifle.
Sighted in 1%2" high at 100m with a point
of impact known at 50, 200 and 300m and
300gr projectiles at around 2500fps would
be my pick. This cartridge has a reason-
able trajectory similar to a 180gr 30-06 and
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The enthusiast’s gun rack

is capable of taking any animal on earth.

Its recoil is enough for most and in small
doses is manageable off the bench though

I wouldn’t call it fun. Once sighted in,
practice should be from all field positions
including off shooting sticks as recoil seems
less from these positions and I'd limit prac-
tice to 20 shots per session.

Firearm number 6 is the last longarm

in the rack. Possibly unnecessary but if
you'’re into it and keen, you're into it. An
all-rounder will need a lever action, iron-
sighted rifle. Not necessary for game as the
other firearms in the rack cover all aspects
of game shooting, it has its applications

in thick cover and everyone should know
how to use iron sights. The main reason for
it being in the rack is for the lever-action
target matches (Silhouette and SSAA
paper target) which with iron sights are a
challenge and great fun. My choice would
be a lever-action rifle in .44 Remington
Magnum, accurate enough for all paper
target matches out to 100m and capable

Australian Shooter 81



The enthusiast’s gun rack

of knocking down steel rams at 200m. Suitable projectiles in
240-300gr at approximately 1400fps will account for all game chest
shot at under 30m if used instead of a bow.

Firearm number 7 is the handgun and it’s tough to suggest one
pistol to embrace all disciplines of Olympic, Action, Service, IPSC
and Silhouette but the one that covers all bases is the .22 long rifle
self-loading pistol. Accurate, cheap to shoot allowing plenty of prac-
tice, no reloading necessary or empty brass to pick up, it can be
used in disciplines that require centrefire pistols on a ‘birds only/
score not to count’ basis.

In Firearms 1-6 I have intentionally not suggested specific
brands as this is a choice for the reader to decide, but for the
handgun I make an exception and my standout choice would be the
Smith & Wesson Model 41 with a 5" barrel and solid underlug.

Accurate and reliable, ergonomically perfect and modelled on
the classic 1911 Colt in regard to the position and operation of the
safety, slide and magazine release and virtually unchanged since the
start of production in 1958, it’s the ideal handgun. For those with
ageing eyes the S&W 41 can readily take optical sights. With this
handgun, half a dozen magazines and holster, the keen shooter can
enjoy the art of the pistol in all its guises.

So there we have my ideal gun rack for young shooters which I
reckon is a great starting point. Discuss! @

¢ Lever-uchons, iron sights
- and silhouettes equal fun.

Australian Hunter

Rifles should be sighted
in and grouped before
practice.

274344
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S HETLE .wfm

of the Australian Hunter including postage

What'’s inside

Australian and international hunting stories, advice, firearm and
product reviews, recipes and much more. No wonder the
Australian Hunter is Australia’s favourite hunting magazine!

$29 for four iSSUES (Member price only)

Also available as a digital subscription for your chosen device.

Order online at ssaa.org.au or call 02 8805 3900
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OEP bullets are
made on a fully

automated CNC
machine.

the new age of copper projectiles

John Dunn

omeone wise once observed that

change is inevitable and in the

modern context that has never been

truer. Technological advances are
commonplace in every field of endeavour
and there’s rarely a day goes by that media
outlets aren’t gushing about some ground-
breaking discovery that has potential to
change our lives.

A direct result is that conventional
wisdoms are increasingly being challenged.
Bullet design is a case in point. We're
using bullets today that even 20 years ago
wouldn’t have been considered possible
or practical, particularly so with the range
being made in Australia by Outer Edge
Projectiles.

OEP bullets are different in a number of
ways. For starters they’re made from pure
copper, a metal traditionally regarded as too
soft and light for standalone bullet produc-
tion except as an alloy. That’s no longer the
case. The copper used to make OEP bullets
is pre-tempered to ensure the finished
product will consistently meet specific
performance criteria. The temper of the

metal is not changed by the manufacturing
process.

The bullets are made in a state of the art
CNC production machine. A copper rod is
fed into one end and in due course finished
bullets emerge at the other, having gone
through all the various stages of production
untouched by human hand.

The machine incorporates some of the
best measuring equipment available to
ensure each bullet has been machined to
the highest possible standards of consis-
tency in terms of diameter, concentricity,
length, shape, weight and finish.

The bullets are then cleaned and coated
with a proprietary lubricating finish that
reduces pressures and minimises barrel
fouling. Despite its colour the finish is not
molybdenum disulphide but a non-toxic
substitute that’s easier to clean. Uncoated
OEP bullets are not available.

Unlike other copper projectiles, OEP
bullets don’t use multiple driving bands to
engage the rifling in a barrel. Instead they
employ a waisted style of band engage-
ment, its primary advantage being it helps

lower pressures by reducing the surface
area of the bullet in contact with the lands.
By minimising the number of driving bands
pressures are decreased, the ballistic coef-
ficient (BC) of the bullet is improved which
in turn often allows increased velocities.

For that reason all OEP bullets have
a distinctive hourglass shaped shank, a
design that has proved a game-changer in
terms of long-range accuracy, producing
groups as small as .09 MOA using loads
recommended on their website.

The hunting projectiles OEP offers are
tested in two different mediums - ballistic
gelatine in the laboratory and dry sand
in the field. In the field test 160 .308
projectiles were fired at velocities of 1500-
32001fps. Of those, 141 were recovered. The
average expansion rate was 108 per cent
and only one projectile had lost more than
one grain of its original weight.

Product range

OEP offers a range of projectiles that begin
at .224 and finish at .50 calibre in designs
and weights to suit both target and hunting
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applications. A list of the full range is on the
Outer Edge website.

Target bullets
To meet growing demands of people
shooting smaller targets at longer ranges,
OEP has invested research and effort into
producing outcomes that were previously
unattainable. To be effective at truly long
range a bullet must not only be stable at
starting velocities but also at the other end
where they’re beginning to run out of puff.
After a decade of research and development
and endless testing OEP has done just that.
Their advances are based on new twist
rate standards, a change largely pushed
by the US market. As an example, the old
standard twist rate for a .243 Winchester
barrel was one in 10". These days many
new .243 rifles have a one in 8" or even a
one in 7" twist, simply because the new
experience is that faster twist rates produce
better results. That trend seems likely to
continue and OEP is waiting for the process
to mature across a wide range of calibres.

Hunting bullets

These are made in three styles - hollow
point, ball bearing tip and flat nose solids.
The HP bullets are drilled in perfect
alignment with the axis of the bullet, not
punched as some other makes are. The
hollows are quite small in diameter by jack-
eted bullet standards but also much deeper,
extending to the base of the bullets’ ogive,
an important design consideration that
contributes significantly to weight retention
and the way bullets expand and perform on
impact.

As the name would imply, the ball bearing
tip HP bullets have a small, hard chrome-
coated ball bearing inserted in the hollow
point. This gives the bullet a smaller
meplat, making it more ballistically efficient
and improving its BC by 7.5-15 per cent.
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Four of the 12 .308 projectiles available from OEP.
The two on the left are for target barrels with one
in 10 and one in 11 twists respectively. The two on
the right are a 150gr HP and a 178gr FNS.

It’s an interesting yet simple way to over-
come the drag that a hollow point creates
on the nose of a bullet in flight. Testing has
shown no significant improvement in or
detraction from the way the bullet expands.

Compared to conventional jacketed
bullets, copper bullets are around 17.5 per
cent lighter but have the same displace-
ment regardless of weight. Being lighter
they travel faster, are tougher than lead
and provide more reliable expansion. Petals
rarely break off and the bullets typically
retain around 98 per cent of their weight
with double diameter expansion. Generally
that means they’ll create straighter wound
channels with maximum effect, even if
exiting the target animal.

Complete penetration with these projec-
tiles isn’t the problem some hunters may
think. If a bullet is placed to damage or
disrupt major organs and break bone, it
doesn’t matter if it goes out the other side
as the damage is already done. If the animal
moves from where it was shot it won’t go far
and there will be a blood trail.

For those who find that hard to accept,
consider the humble .22 rimfire we use for
rabbit hunting. Projectiles always go right
through yet still manage to dump most
rabbits on the spot. Copper projectiles
perform exactly the same on larger species,
one of the main reasons spent projectiles are
so hard to find inside downed game animals.

Expansion of a 132gr .284 projectile, recovered
from a fallow buck shot at 170m using a No.1
Ruger in 7x57.

A couple of prototype OEP 300gr .458 HP
projectiles recovered from buffaloes during field
testing.

Field testing

Because we’re practical people most
hunters and shooters take a conservative
approach to new products. We like to know
what’s being offered, how it works and
what advantages or benefits it has beyond
what we already use. When Outer Edge
Projectiles were first offered commercially
to Australian reloaders four years ago,
that’s exactly the position I found myself in.
While OEP principal Steve Hurt is a long-
time friend and I knew how much time and
effort he’d put into the production of his
bullets, I needed to be convinced that what
he was promoting would work.

At the time I was shooting RWS 165gn
7x57 factory loads in the No.1 Ruger that
has been my go-to hunting rifle for a decade
or more. They’ve always performed so well



in terms of accuracy and on-the-ground
results I decided I wasn’t going to bother
reloading for the rifle any more.

Steve finally convinced me otherwise,
sold me a packet of his 132gn hollow point
.284 diameter projectiles and sent me some
loading data. Using RWS cases I put some
test loads together and spent a couple of
hours on my range trying them. Results
were impressive. The Ruger usually
produces groups of 25-30mm at 100m. All
the test loads went into 25mm or less, the
best topping out at just 17mm. On that basis
I loaded more and took the rifle to South
Australia on my annual pilgrimage.

The first animal I took was a wonderful
fallow buck. He was standing almost face
on when I shot him through the base of the
throat at a little over 170m. He collapsed
and when we dressed him out we found
the spent projectile at the rear of his rib
cage, perfectly mushroomed to 15mm,
still retaining all its original weight. The
following day I shot a sambar hind behind
the front leg at 70m. Breaking ribs on the
way, the bullet sailed through her chest
leaving a substantial exit hole. She made
no more than 50m before expiring. Since
then I've shot red deer and feral goats with
the same load, the bullets penetrating the
animals but still delivering on the spot Kkills.

In Arnhem Land I took three buffaloes, a
young scrub bull and a dozen donkeys with
my .45-70 Winchester High Wall sporting
rifle shooting 350gr OEP solids at 2050fps.
All the buffaloes fell within 10m of where
they were shot though as always, some
needed additional encouragement to lie
down.

Once they were on the ground all were
shot again for safety reasons. Despite the
multiple shots applied, only three projec-
tiles were recovered. On that basis I'd say
if any residual bullet energy was wasted on
thin air, the buffalo didn’t seem to notice.
The scrub bull made about 50m, running on
memories with both lungs punctured and a
hole through his chest. None of the donkeys
moved from where they were standing.

A day later I shot another buffalo bull
with some prototype 320gr hollow point

A This sambar was taken at 1
' an OEP 150gr HP projectile fro

Outer Edge the new age of copper projectiles

A 255gr 338 OEP
projectile that

struck a BIZ 500
target at 1300m.

projectiles, the first shot right through his
rib cage. The second broke both scapula,
clipped the spine in between and came to
rest in the muscle of the offside shoulder.
The bull dropped in his tracks.

More recently I've used OEP 112gr HP
projectiles in my Browning A-Bolt in 6.5
Creedmoor to take goats and fallow deer.
No projectiles have been recovered and

none of the animals moved from where they

were standing.

Overview

As I'm not a target shooter I can’t comment

on the projectiles OEP makes for various

disciplines. That said I've done a lot of work

with OEP hunting projectiles and my expe-
riences have all been good, bullets deliv-
ering quick and humane kills on a variety
of game. Even so, I've talked to experi-
enced reloaders who refuse to believe
copper projectiles are capable of delivering
the results OEP does. Apart from a fear
of change and the need to rethink what
they’ve always considered gospel, I'm not
sure I understand why.

The key to achieving best results with

The distinctive OEP
packaging.

These three-shot groups were made at 100m with
a Blaser R93 using .308 150gr HP OEP hunting
projectiles.

OEP bullets is to ensure the maker’s
instructions are followed to the letter, espe-
cially with regard to bullet seating depths. A
minimum jump to the lands of .9mm (.035")
is required, with 1.3mm (.050") preferred.
The Cartridge Overall Length (COAL) is
critical and loading data on the website
must be adhered to, avoiding substitutions
and starting low.

When they began, the OEP crew set out to
make the best bullets available and are well
on the way to achieving that. Demand for
their bullets is increasing as shooters in the
know spread the word. Here’s hoping OEP
achieves the success it deserves. Copper has
arrived and I doubt I'll look at conventional
bullets the same way again. @
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How to get into

cartridge collectin

The history of the development of firearms basically parallels the
technological advances in ammunition. It follows that a new firearm

design may call for a different ammunition type but more commonly

the development of a new type of ammunition will dictate a change
in firearm design or method of operation. As Senior Correspondent
Rod Pascoe explains, keeping track of changes in ammunition
technology, design, performance and history is a satisfying,
worthwhile and absorbing hobby.

COI.I.EC'I'ORS

Cartrisge Collectars — Impastant Motics
Smithy' are the SOLE Avsralian Specialivnn  in
collecrion cartridges. All orders rotallimg L3 or mare
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Care should be taken to prevent further
deterioration of old cartridges.

Why collect cartridges?

Collecting and studying ammunition is a
diverse pastime that covers a wide variety
of interest areas. I would happily spend
my pocket money at Smith’s Sports Store
in Sydney on a handful of cartridges on

my way home from school in the early
1960s, my only goal being to have one of
everything from the cartridge collector’s
catalogue. My first purchase was one each
of the biggest and smallest cartridges they
had in stock - an Eley 4-gauge shotshell and
4.25mm Liliput.

Cartridges can be categorised into
broad groups such as sporting, shotshells
and military and these categories can be
further broken down. There are historic
and thematic specialisations that may
involve collecting .303 British cartridges
for example, or black powder rimfire
cartridges, European sporting, foreign mili-
tary and even empty packets, advertising
material, bullet boards, ammunition clips
and links.

Many collectors become experts in their
field and some go on to write detailed and
informative books and articles on their pet
topic. On the subject of books, there’s a
wealth of well-written research material on
every aspect of ammunition, an essential
resource for the avid cartridge collector.
Firearms collectors too use these books to
cross-reference firearms with cartridges
and vice versa.

Smith’s had cartridges just for collectors.



How to get into cartridge collecting

Focusing on a period in history is a good
way to start a collection. By far one of the
most interesting periods in the develop-
ment of ammunition was the invention to
the self-contained metallic cartridge. Over
this period, firearm and ammunition manu-
facturers transitioned their inventory from
percussion cap and other methods of igni-
tion to a self-contained metallic cartridge
that could be loaded, fired and ejected in
quick time from a breech-loading firearm.
This also influenced the military and the
way they operated on the battlefield.

What to collect?
There’s almost no limit to what you can
collect and it all comes down to your partic-
ular interest and how involved you want to
be. There are thousands of cartridge collec-
tors with diverse interests and different
reasons for collecting.

Generally it will start when a collector
has a particular interest in a time or place

A commercial display of Turkish military cartridges.

in history or a particular country’s firearm best demonstrate this interest. specialising in black powder cartridges used
or ammunition industry or the transition For example, you’ve obtained a in single-shot and lever action rifles during
periods in ammunition technology. With .40-65 WCF cartridge for a Model 1886 the 1800s. This was an interesting period
some knowledge and research the collector =~ Winchester rifle. This could be the start in history that included the American Civil
will then want examples of ammunition that  of your ‘American sporting’ collection War and Indian conflicts, buffalo hunting,

invention of magazine-fed repeating rifles

- 1 and the transition from black powder to
- nitrocellulose-based propellants. Your
M cartridge is head-stamped W.R.A.Co.

el r il il i showing it was made by the Winchester
' ' Repeating Arms Company. From here
, e ‘Wf/‘ // ”J'ﬂ'.‘ﬂ j"f i ’1” ”’#*1 'I“LH i 'l IR your collection could expand to include all
ol il !fﬂﬂ;" m H Dty III"l ‘ ™ cartridges made for the Winchester "86 rifle
. ik “'" " b ¢ or those made by other manufacturers.
Alternatively you could move on to
collect others from the same era such as
cartridges made by Sharps, Remington,
Peabody, Marlin-Ballard, Savage, Frank
Wesson, Bullard, Maynard, Colt, Stevens
etc. This is still staying within the broad
category of American sporting before
looking at head-stamp variations or bullet
and case metallurgy. So frantic were
advancements in ammunition technology

Auction Ne. 52 Sunday April 28, 2019 at 10am

Our current auction maintains our excellent variety of items presented for auction
We invite you to visit our website to view our online catalogue due online early April

HUNGARIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE
760 Boronia Road, Wantirna, Vic 3152 Melway 63 F-5
Viewing: Saturday 12 noon-5pm and Sunday 8am-10am
Excellent onsite parking facilities and canteen by Cheryl Savage
15% +GST buyers’ premium applies. Plus GST to lots where indicated.
Contact: Roland Martyn 0428 543 377 PO Box 1142, Doncaster East, Vic Australia 3109
Cheryl Martyn - Admin: 613 9848 7951 admin@australianarmsauctions.com
www.australianarmsauctions.com

AUSTRALIAN ARMS AUCTIONS Australia’s only specialist arms auction house
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in this period that at the beginning of the
Civil War in 1861, opponents faced each
other with smooth-bore flintlock muzzle-
loaders but by the end of the conflict four
years later, some units were issued with
breech-loading rifles chambered for metallic
cartridges.

At almost the same time in Europe,
von Dreyse’s needle gun, the M/41, was
adopted by the Prussian infantry. The rifle
was a single-shot, bolt-action, breech-
loader chambered for a self-contained paper
cartridge with a papier-maché sabot. This
offered a greater rate of fire than their
Austrian muzzleloading opponents and the
Prussians naturally swept the field. What
followed was a transition to metal cartridge
cases and a brand new industry sprang up
all around the world, manufacturing self-
contained metallic-cased ammunition.

Despite a free-for-all attitude to collecting
in my high school days, I now have a
particular interest in modern cartridges,
the reason being almost every other day
a new one arrives on the scene. Whether
as someone’s garden-shed experiment - a
wildcat - or as a commercial creation, there
have been thousands of cartridges devel-
oped ever since someone first worked out
how to make ammunition. I'm constantly
amazed by people’s desire to produce a new
sporting cartridge, especially with so much
tried-and-true products already out there.

Who can collect?

The legislation allowing us to collect
ammunition differs across the country.
Check with your state’s firearms registry
for specific details as to what you can
collect and the rules relating to storage and
security. Generally you’re allowed to collect
any live sporting or military ammunition
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Special production runs appear occasionally.

up to 20mm calibre. Larger than 20mm the
ammunition must be inert.

Note that in most states, having a fire-
arms or shooter’s licence only allows you to
have ammunition for the firearm registered
to you. A firearms collector’s licence does
not allow you to collect ammunition either
- a separate authority from your state or
territory is required to collect, buy, sell or
trade ammunition. Most states also require
you to be a member of a bona fide ammuni-
tion collectors’ club such as the Australian
Cartridge Collectors Association (ACCA).
Also, depending on your location your
ammunition/cartridge collector’s permit
application may ask for information on safe
storage and security arrangements and
your reason for collecting ammunition.

It’s a good idea to join a club of like-
minded people such as ACCA and is a
great way of learning about the multitude
of collecting options. Meetings are held
in most states and annual auctions draw
collectors from around the country. Remote
bidders from around the world also tap
into these auctions and sometimes more
than a thousand lots are offered for sale.
Individuals attending meetings can buy and
sell at the auction as well as have tables of
goods for swapping.

ACCA produces a quarterly journal full

High quality packets are always in demand.

of photographs and articles on all facets

of cartridge collecting as well as details of
upcoming meetings and events, books and
other items for sale and contacts and links.
Members can also place wanted and for sale
ads in the journal. Contact them via the
website at australiancartridgecollectors.org.

Putting a collection together

There’s lots of informative material online
about how to store ammunition, keeping it
clean and safe from deterioration. I suggest
some research as you'll find different
points of view on subjects such as cleaning
cartridges, whether to maintain the original
patina or get rid of every spot and stain.
Information can be had word-of-mouth at
cartridge meetings and the ACCA website
is also a good resource.

Over time you’ll accumulate handy tools
such as a magnifying glass and calipers
to help identify cartridges that don’t have
head-stamps. Labeling and record keeping
is an essential part of collecting and these
days most is done digitally with spread-
sheets and backed-up with hard copy. Being
able to take high-quality photographs is a
good way of sharing information with fellow
collectors.

Collectors and collections have matured
over the past 30 or 40 years to the point
that, thanks to the abundance of reference
material, improved communication and
better access to ammunition both here and
abroad, sophisticated and detailed collec-
tions and knowledgeable collectors can be
found throughout the community.

I've not mentioned the cost of collecting
or the investment value of collections as in
my experience money doesn’t appear to be
the chief motivator (or deterrent), although
it’s fair to say collectors see value in their
collection in one way or another. The social
aspects of going to meetings and auctions
around the country and the camaraderie,
catching up with like-minded collectors, is a
cost well justified. ®

Pinfire, rimfire, centrefire,
pistol, shotgun, rifle, tractor
starter, old or new, big

or small - you can start a
collection with anything.



Shooting stalwart recognised with OAM honour

Sam Talbot

espite a lifetime of involvement

in the shooting sports, Clifford

Austen was shocked to discover

he’d received a medal of the
Order of Australia. In fact Clifford assumed
an email informing him of the appointment
was a hoax.

“I almost didn’t reply to the email but
my wife convinced me to,” he said. “I then
received the official notification of the OAM
about a month before Australia Day.”

The SSAA member and Nowra Rifle Club
president received his OAM for services to
the sport of shooting. Among many accom-
plishments, Clifford has been president of
the New South Wales Match Rifle and Long
Range F Class Association since 2015 and
is a former councillor with the New South
Wales Rifle Association.

At almost 71 years of age, his willingness
to do a host of thankless tasks over the
years has brought the shooting sports innu-
merable benefits. “I've always done what-
ever I could to promote the sport and make
it the best it can be,” said Clifford. “TI've
been more than happy to fill the various
roles though my wife is still wondering
when I'll get a paid position!”

Clifford has seen the sport from every
angle, whether shooting small bore
Benchrest in the morning, F Class in the
afternoon, building ranges and facilities or
representing shooters on legal committees,
he’s just about done it all. But perhaps what

Clifford has
been Nowra
Rifle Club
president since
1994.

he’s best known as is president of Nowra
Rifle Club.

When he arrived it had only a dozen
members but that number has steadily
grown over the years to around 450 today.
Clifford also oversaw the club’s transforma-
tion from shooting just one discipline to
more than 20 which now span rifles, shot-
guns and pistols. He was also a major player
in building the club’s 800m range.

“There were no toilets or facilities when
I joined at Nowra but gradually we put them
in to make the club more welcoming to
women shooters and families,” he said.

Clifford still enjoys shooting as much as
ever and aims for a decent score each time
he heads to the range. “Shooting is like any
other sport and even at my age I still get a
buzz out of it,” he said. @

Clifford Austen: Roll of honour

* Nowra Rifle Club president since
1994 and former secretary

* President, New South Wales
Shooting Association since 2008

* President, New South Wales
Match Rifle and Long Range F Class
Association since 2015

* Secretary and public officer,
lllawarra and Districts Rifle Clubs
Association 2000-2018

* Former councillor, Council of the
New South Wales Rifle Association

* Former Shoalhaven branch official,
Sporting Shooters Association of
NSW

* Former committee member,
Shoalhaven City Council Nowra
Rifle Club

* Life membership, Nowra Rifle Club
1999

* Order of Australia Medal, 2019

SECURE Your Gun
SECURE Your Sport

Firearm registries contact details

For current regulations for storing and transporting firearms,

please contact your state or territory’s firearms registry.

Fax: 07 3015 7788

PROMOTING GUN SAFETY

ACT Phone: 02 61332122 SA Phone: 08 7322 3346 The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.
Fax: 02 61332188 Fax: 08 7322 4182 i
NSW' Phone: 1300 362 562 Tas Phone: 03 6173 2720 »
or 02 6670 8590 Fax: 03 6230 2765
Fax: 02 6670 8558 _
Vic Phone: 1300 651 645
NT Phone: 08 8922 3543 Fax: 03 9247 6485
Fax: 08 8922 3540 o o
WA Phone: 1300 171 01 SSCI0.0I"g.CIU/llcenSIng
Qld Phone: 07 3015 7777 Fax: 08 9454 1522
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Tikka T1x Multi-Task Rimfire

el

Pete Kincade

hen Australian Shooter

offered me the chance to

review another new release

from Tikka, I didn’t need
much convincing. I've previously reviewed
the excellent Tikka T3x TAC Al in 6.5
Creedmoor and that rifle shot exceptionally
well with factory ammunition.

This time the package was lighter and
aimed squarely at hunters and shooters
requiring rimfire performance. The rifle
utilises the same stock options and excel-
lent adjustable trigger group as the Tikka
T3x centrefire rifles. The receiver footprint
is the same as the centrefire T3x series but
the dovetail on the T1x is 11mm whereas
the T3x dovetail is 16.5mm, which makes
perfect sense as the T1x is chambered for
the much narrower .22LR and .17HMR
rimfire cartridges.

The .17HMR sports a 510mm barrel and
the .22LR version may be had with either
a 400mm or 510mm barrel. The review
rifle in .17HMR unloaded without scope,
rings or attachments tipped the scales at a
nominal 2.6kg.

The first thing I noticed and liked about
the T1x MTR was its familiarity with
Tikka’s T3x centrefire series - there just
weren’t any surprises. This is not a cheap-
ened version of the famous Tikka T rifle
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concept, this is a T series rifle chambered
for rimfire duty.

It can be ordered on its own or with the
Bunny Buster package which is the subject
of this review. Although I didn’t have the
chance to target any bunnies with the T1x,
its range accuracy makes it a certainty for
success when harvesting rabbits out to
200m in .17HMR.

Berretta Australia is the local wholesaler
for Tikka and many other fine firearms and
hunting accessory brands which places
them in the enviable position of being
able to launch the new T1x rimfire in a
package that includes T1x MTR in either
.22LR or .17HMR, Tikka rubber bolt knob
(owner can choose to run with or without,
I chose to and liked it), Burris 1" rimfire
rings, Burris Droptine 3-9x40 scope with
Ballistic Plex reticle, two 10-round polymer
magazines (Bunny Buster package only,
rifle on its own comes with one magazine),
Hy-Skor 6"-9" swivel bipod, Tikka Raptor
sling, Tikka gun bag and NEXTORCH 1040
lumen hunting torch with scope mount.

Because the T1x is a hunting rifle
I chose to test the unit in its package
format and without the use of a benchrest
or benchrest-style butt bag. Instead, all
accuracy testing was conducted with the
Hy-Skor bipod, excellent value Burris

The rifle shot
exceptionally well
out to 200m.

Droptine 3-9x40 rimfire scope and my own
lightweight butt bag. I use this style of
bag in the field when taking prone shots

or resting over an obliging log or branch.

[ wanted to see what the rifle was capable
of when shot the way it was designed

to be used - in the field - and I wasn’t
disappointed.

I tested the package out to 200m.
Because we have been conditioned by
the market to opt for larger magnification
scopes I'll admit I was apprehensive with
only 9-power magnification and a fixed
parallax of 50m. I'm pleased to report the
Burris Droptine punched well above its
weight. I don’t know how they do it at the
price-point but the more than adequate
ocular viewing box, dioptre range, glass,
coatings and positive ¥4 MOA click adjust-
ments make the scope a great pairing for
the T1x MTR in .17HMR.

All that was needed to put the package
into action was to remove the barrelled
action from the stock and clean the bore. At
this point I weighed the trigger pull which
came from the factory at 3.51b. The factory-
set trigger weight is excellent for hunting
but should you wish to lighten the trigger
further this is easy to do.

After reassembling and torqueing
the action screws I mounted the Burris



Droptine scope in the steel Burris rings and
bore-sighted the package before heading to
my local SSAA range.

Accuracy testing
Four ammunition options were sent for
review: 17gr Winchester Varmint HV,
20gr Gamepoint from CCI and two from
Hornady, 17gr and 20gr V-Max. All four
rendered tight groups at 100m with the
17gr Hornady standing out from the pack
but it was at 200m the 17gr V-Max really
caught my attention.

Testament to the longevity of the
.17HMR is the range of ammunition
options. Of the four choices sent with

Five shots at
200m, best
group 1.48"
with Hornady
17gr V-Max.

An ideal choice in terms of
balance and versatility.

Tikka T1x Multi-Task Rimfire - rely on it

Trigger pull as shipped from the
factory was crisp and clean at 3.51b.

the rifle, all shot well but Hornady’s

17gr V-Max was the pick. This was more
surprising at 200m where I expected either
the CCI 20gr Gamepoint or Hornady’s 20gr
V-Max to take the honours but not so as the
screaming 17gr V-Max won on the day.

Conclusion
Tikka’s T1x MTR in either .22LR or
.17HMR is an excellent rimfire rifle, great
value on its own and even better in the
Bunny Buster package. 've owned and
used Tikka centrefire rifles for many years
and they’re synonymous with quality,
accuracy and balance and I really value the
adjustability of the excellent trigger group.
In my opinion Tikka is on the money by
making the T1x on the same basis as its
centrefire rifles and with the same trigger
group. This makes production and tooling
cost sense which translates to better value
for the consumer. It also means stock
options from Tikka and the aftermarket
are readily available should the user wish
to modify the rifle to his or her specific
requirements. Options include coloured
vertical pistol grips and wider fore-end

grips.

Five shots
at 100m,
best group
0.52" with
Hornady

17gr $' & o
V-Max.

The review rifle shot exceptionally well
out of the box with nothing more than a thor-
ough clean and scope fitting prior to range
testing. All ammunition gave great results
with the 17gr Hornady V-Max being this
rifle’s preference on the day. The trigger was
excellent and because it’s the same trigger
used in the centrefire series, adjustability
is a breeze. I can’t over-emphasise the fact
that this is a great trigger, not a cheapened
version because the rifle is a rimfire. I
believe that in addition to the precise manu-
facturing processes and close CNC toler-
ances maintained by Tikka'’s skilled techni-
cians, the trigger really ensures the accuracy
potential of the T1x MTR.

For shooters looking for a great value
rimfire rifle on its own or for a package
that has everything you need to go out in
the field to garner bunnies for the table or
fur, you can’t go past the T1x MTR from
Tikka. @

Specifications

Total length: 1020mm
Barrel length: 510mm with threaded
muzzle and steel thread cap

Barrel material: Chromium
Molybdenum

Twist/lands: | in 9" - 6

Weight: 2.6kg

No open sights

I Imm receiver dovetail
Receiver pre-drilled and tapped for
Picatinny rail

Single stage trigger same as
centrefire T3x series

2 x 10-round polymer magazines
RRP as reviewed (Bunny Buster
package): $1739

RRP rifle only: $1019
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Remington’s latest
offeringlawinner,

Thomas Tabor i

Texo

o be completely satisfied with the

performance of any rifle I typically

send at least a couple of hundred

bullets down its bore before ever
considering it to be hunting ready. I feel I
need that level of shooting in order to fully
evaluate a rifle’s potential for accuracy and
to determine which loads it prefers. That
wasn'’t going to happen this time. Not only
would I be denied the chance to shoot the
rifle prior to arriving in hunting camp, I
wouldn’t even lay eyes on it or any of the
associated gear or ammunition.

The hunt came about unexpectedly
when I received an invite from Remington
Arms just days prior to boarding the plane
to take me to one of the world’s most
foremost whitetail hunting destinations in
Texas. As part of that adventure I'd have
the chance to be one of the first hunters to
fire Remington’s newest rifle - the Model
Seven SS HS Precision.

On arriving at Wildlife Systems’ S Ranch
about 45 minutes outside the town of San

92 Australian Shooter

Angelo, I chose to abandon the idea of
heading out to hunt that first morning.
Rather, I would go to the range behind the
lodge to be assured the rifle was properly
zeroed and evaluate how the supplied
Barnes VOR-TX Premium Hunting ammo
loaded with 150gr TTSX BT bullets would
perform.

First impressions
The Model Seven SS HS Precision rifle I'd
be using had a Leupold Vari X III 3-9mm
scope mounted and was chambered in .308
Winchester. If you prefer a different calibre
the rifle is also available in 6.5 Creedmoor,
7mm-08 Remington and .243 Winchester.
Having previous experience with both
this brand and scope and the ammuni-
tion, I was outwardly happy with the
combination and soon had the reticles of
the scope properly adjusted and shooting
groups of under an inch (25mm) at 100m.
I was pleased with those results and they
reassured me that when it came time to

squeeze off my shot the outcome would be
a good one.

While the Remington Model Seven has
been in production and available for more
than three decades, in my opinion this
newest version - the SS HS Precision
may be the best sub-model. Outwardly I
found it to be a very attractive and prac-
tical styled rifle. Its stainless barrelled
action comes with a satin matte finish and
a trim contoured 20" (51cm) barrel. The
rifle has a synthetic HS Precision stock
with the action aluminium bedded and an
adjustable X-Mark Pro trigger. Remington
is convinced the highest degree of accu-
racy and shot placement consistency is
achieved not with the barrel being totally
free-floating, but when it has a single small
contact point between the stock and the
barrel near the end of the stock forearm.
For that reason HS Precision makes these
stocks for Remington with that contact
point moulded in during the normal layup
process.



The short overall length of the SS HS
Precision at only 39.25" (100cm) made
this rifle a good choice within the limited
confines of a hunting blind and that same
characteristic, coupled with a weight of only
6lb (2.7kg), I feel would also make this a
great option for long days in the Outback.

The hunt begins

With my range work completed I headed

to my elevated blind, positioned near a
corn feeder. This style of hunting is typical
throughout Texas and offers the best
chance to see the most trophy-quality deer.
And see them I did. On several occasions I
had as many as a dozen fine bucks walking
around my blind within easy shooting range
but I convinced myself to hold off squeezing
the trigger on day one to better assess my
options.

It was late October and the typical rut
wasn't due for another couple of weeks.
Nevertheless, many of the bucks were
constantly sparring and looking for any
potential mates that may have arrived early.

A shot worth waiting for

The next day I was out well before dawn,
keen to see what lay in store. As on the
previous afternoon I was mesmerised by
the interaction between the deer from the
comfort of my elevated perch, and while
there were lots of quality animals bidding
for my attention, one buck in particular
grabbed my interest more than most.

Not showing the slightest curiosity in the
corn lying around in front of my blind, his
focus was on two does nervously wandering
in the opposite direction, directly behind
me. Through the binoculars I could see he
was something special, a mature animal

Many of the
hunting blinds
were elevated
and positioned
over corn feeders.

with near perfect symmetrical horns,
four points on each side. His eye guards,
sometimes called dog catchers, were also
perfectly matched and high rising.
Forgetting the rest I decided this was the
animal I wanted, and keeping my eye glued
to the lens of my scope it became apparent
this buck wasn’t going to make a shot easy.
As his targeted does moved further away
and higher on the gentle sloping hillside,
so did he, and the frustrating part was he
constantly kept his butt between me and

Model Seven worth a few bucks

Sights like this were common.

Pigs are

plentiful in
.+ ‘Texas and =
wconsidere

vermin. i

his vitals, making any chance of a shot
impossible.

On a couple of occasions my spirits lifted
as his position became slightly angled.
Thinking I could be seeing a chance
develop for a shot to the heart or lungs my
finger moved automatically to make contact
with the trigger, but as quickly as his angle
would change he’d spin around to face away
from me again.

In a bid to relieve his pent-up aggression
and breeding frustration he’d frequently
horn the holy hell out of any bush that
had the misfortune to get in his way then,
holding his nose skyward and rolling his lips

Australian Shooter 93



Model Seven worth a few bucks

back, he’d test the air for any sign one of
the does might be coming into heat.
Having monitored him for what seemed
like hours, but was only a few minutes, my
patience was wearing thin as I watched him
wander up the hillside and potentially out
of range. Then he made what turned out to
be a fatal error when he quartered to me
for a shot at 132m. In the nanosecond he
held that position my chance finally arrived
and the .308 shattered the Texan silence.
Confident the shot was good I lowered my
rifle as the buck burst into a full-on gallop
only to collapse 50m later. Just to make sure
there was no chance of him rising again
I waited a few moments before climbing

Model Seven comes with trademark
Remington chequered bolt knob.

down from my position towards my Texas
trophy whitetail.

The shot was as perfect as it could have
been under the circumstances, the bullet
entering just behind the leading shoulder
and exiting the far side. On closer examina-
tion I couldn’t have been happier with his
perfectly balanced and matched rack - he
was truly a majestic animal typical of the
whitetails Texas has become renowned for.
Back at camp we estimated his age at 6%
years, field dressed at 52kg which would

Specifications

Manufacturer: Remington Arms
Model: Seven SS HS Precision
Calibre: .308 Winchester also available

in 6.5 Creedmoor, 7mm-08 Remington
and .243 Winchester

Weight: 6lb (2.7kg) rifle alone
Sights: None

Trigger: Adjustable X-Mark Pro
Action: Bolt

Barrel: 51cm (20")

Stock: HS Precision composite synthetic
coloured grey with green gelcoat flecks
Magazine: Non-removable with four-
cartridge capacity

RRP: About $1400

The best feature of this buck
was his well balanced rack.

March together to 200,000

ith the ranks of the SSAA now

191,000 strong our sights are

firmly set on reaching 200,000

members. After all, as we
grow so does our political influence and the
larger our number the greater the strength
for every member and the shooting sports
as a whole. With each additional member
we continue to offer more benefits and
increase our media empire.

Recently we launched three TV ads
which were shown across Australia. They
focused on shooting as a sport for all, what
the SSAA does and our Farmer Assist
program and were screened to a potential
audience of 650,000 with even more online.
The eye-catching ads were put together by
Corey Wilson and featured SSAA members
and venues like the superb Silverdale range
in Sydney. You may remember Corey as the
brains and star of the popular Hunting the
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Menu and host of SSAA’s Field to Fork TV
series.

In the print media, many members have
expressed their approval at the second
issue of Australian Women’s Shooter which
accompanied our March magazine. The
number of female shooters entering the
sport is a key growth area, with the involve-
ment of women at the range no longer
restricted to caterer or scorekeeper.

In January we published the inaugural
edition of Great Australian Outdoors,
Australia’s first magazine of destina-
tion, exploration and conservation. It also
contains a healthy sprinkling of firearms
and the shooting sports to help normalise
our pastime to an audience who may be
unfamiliar with the benefits of shooting and
the vital conservation work carried out by
sporting shooters.

A priority is to continue encouraging

newcomers to the sport through SSAA
come-and-try days promoted by Coaching
and Membership Development Manager
Gemma Dunn, like the recent event

at Springvale which saw 36 people try
shooting for the first time. Additionally,
our ongoing conservation projects such
as re-populating quolls in the Flinders
Ranges and restoring koala habitat to
SSAA Queensland’s Stewartdale complex
continue to make headlines and nurture a
more robust and trustworthy image of the
shooting sports.

With these projects and many more in
progress right now, there has never been a
better time to encourage those around you
to join the SSAA and promote our cause.
200,000 members will mark a historic mile-
stone for the shooting sports in Australia
- the larger our membership the louder our
voice and the stronger we will be. ®



make his weight on the hoof at around
68kg.

Three shots, three critters

The days that followed were equally
productive, bringing a whitetail doe and

a nasty feral pig. Each animal was taken
cleanly with a single shot from the .308
Winchester-chambered Remington Model
Seven SS HS Precision. The new rifle and
ammunition performed superbly, as did the
Leupold scope.

The Triple Shock X bullets have long
been one of my personal hunting favourites
and the Barnes-loaded ammunition worked
extremely well for all the hunters in camp
- not one animal took more than a single
shot to humanely despatch it. There were
five hunters in total and each took trophy
quality whitetail bucks with racks ranging
from eight to 10 points, along with three
whitetail does and a trio of wild boar. @

STEEL & SHOT

Authentic Antique Arms
phone 0412 545 592
www.steelandshot.com.au
email info@steelandshot.com.au

Great Australian Outdoors
magazine premiere
edition is now available to
purchase online at
onlineshop.ssaa.org.au

Australian Hunter magazine
is now on Facehook

WWW. facebook com/
AustralianHunterMagazine

Everything in
steel targets.

Aussie Step
Pty Ltd
1800 809 427

Full range online

www.aussiestep.com.au/aussietarget.html

FIREARMS
LAWYER

Get help from 4-time Olympic shooter
and lawyer, Glenn Kable

Get the right legal advice!
Available Australia-wide.

Having spent a lifetime around the sport, | have an intimate
knowledge of the workings of all the bodies affecting the
decision-making process, whether it is police or courts,
local councils or governments, clubs or associations.

For a no-obligation assessment, phone 0407 962
200 or email glenndkable@yahoo.com
mail@hartmann.webcentral.com.au

To advertise with the
Australian Shooter
please call 08 8272 7100 or

email advertising@ssaa.org.au

SSAA Member Alert

Members are reminded that if you are using
membership of the SSAA as your genuine reason
for your firearms licence, you must ensure you
renew your SSAA membership in time. Please

be aware that state and territory police firearms
registries regularly cross-check firearm licences
and your member status. To support your genu-
ine reason and keep your firearms licence and to
make sure that SSAA can support you, make sure
you renew your SSAA membership.

Model Seven worth a few bucks

HUNT pigs, goats, foxes, cats
& I'allllIlS 0l| urwale Iand

Camp/accommodation. Dogs permitted on some.
Properties available in NSW, QId, Vic, WA and SA.
Western Hunting Information Guide now available.
For a FREE brochure - www.westernhunting.com.au
Email hunt@westernhunting.com.au
John & Kerrie Eggins phone 02 6559 9888

FIREARMS
9494 13807

AUSTRALIA'S LARGEST HANGE
UF MILITAR‘I’ FIHEﬁ.RMS

_--|-|u—-—

- S
*.z'll..‘lll Snip -r:Hnnn

T Walther P38
’ trom $S650.4

SSAA COFFEE MUG

Yes, it’s true - all the best shots are members of
the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia.

Now you can be the proud owner of one of a lim-
ited number of Maxwell & Williams coffee mugs
emblazoned with exactly those words to tell the
world and be the envy of your mates.

You can’t buy this mug, no matter the size of your
wallet. So if you want your shot of coffee in the
SSAA Best Shots mug, you better get your entry in
for your chance to win one!

SSAA members only.

Enter online at ssaa.org.au/win
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Gun & Knife Show List

2019

April 6-7 The Betting Hall, Elwick Showgrounds, Hobart Antique & modern firearms, edged weapons and militaria Phil Gourlay 0477 411 457
April 13-14 Westgate Indoor Sports and Leisure Centre, Altona North Melbourne Arms and Militaria Fair Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243
May 4-5 Australian Knifemakers Guild/Melbourne Knife Show Gillian Wilson gmacinc@gmail.com
May 18-19 Penrith Panthers Pavilion, Penrith Sydney Antique & Modern Arms Expo Lachlan Matthews 0414 928 018 or events$razorbckguns.com
May 25-26 Toowoomba Showgrounds, Glenvale Rd, Toowoomba 330+ tables firearms, ammo, militaria & collectibles & more Dan Watson 0407 643 776
June 15-16 Gympie Showgrounds, Gympie Gympie Arms and Collectables Fair Gordon McRae 0428 865 205
July 6-7 Westgate Indoor Sports and Leisure Centre, Altona North Melbourne Arms and Militaria Fair Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243
July 13-14 Ballarat Sports & Events Centre, Wendouree, Ballarat Eureka Arms and Militaria Fair Nick Smith 03 5342 4433 or ballaratarms.com.au
August 3-4 Sydney Knife Show Gillian Wilson gmacinc@gmail.com
August 10-11 Penrith Panthers Pavilion, Penrith Sydney Antique & Modern Arms Expo Lachlan Matthews 0414 928 018 or events$razorbckguns.com
September 7-8  Toowoomba Showgrounds, Glenvale Rd, Toowoomba 330+ tables firearms, ammo, militaria & collectibles & more Dan Watson 0407 643 776
September 14-15 Cannington Exhibition Centre & Showgrounds, Cannington WA Arms & Armour Annual Militaria Fair info@waarmsandarmour.com.au
September 21-22  Maitland Federation Centre, Maitland Hunter Valley Arms Fair huntervalleyarmsfair.com.au
October 5-6 Westgate Indoor Sports and Leisure Centre, Altona North Melbourne Arms and Militaria Fair Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243
October 7 NSW South Coast Knife Show Gillian Wilson gmacinc@gmail.com
October 26 lllawarra Sports Stadium, Berkeley lllawarra Outdoor & Adventure Expo Chris Sainsbury 0448 129 932 or ssaaexpo@gmail.com
November 3-4 Adelaide Knife Show Gillian Wilson gmacinc@gmail.com
November 9-10  Penrith Panthers Pavilion, Penrith Sydney Antique & Modern Arms Expo Lachlan Matthews 0414 928 018 or events$razorbckguns.com
December 2 Canberra Knife Show Gillian Wilson gmacinc@gmail.com
2020

September 12-13 Cannington Exhibition Centre & Showgrounds, Cannington WA Arms & Armour Annual Militaria Fair info@waarmsandarmour.com.au

Persons wishing to purchase any firearm that requires a licence from any arms fair in NSW should apply for a Permit to Acquire at least six weeks before the fair.
For reasons beyond the control of show organisers, some of the above dates may be changed. It is advisable to check the show dates before travelling.

SSAA GUN SALES

Australia’s most comprehensive firearms and accessories trading website

Rifles

Reloading equipment Handguns

ssaagunsales.com
Buy and sell new and used:

* Firearms, parts and optics * Knives and hunting products
 Ammunition and reloading components » Camping gear, vehicles, boats and property
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SSAA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

SSAA Membership Office, PO Box 282, Plumpton, NSW 2761
Phone 02 8805 3900 Fax 02 9832 9377 Email mem@ssaa.org.au

NEW RENEWAL

ABN 95 050 209 688

Membership No.
Have you been a member before? Yes/No

nSSOcy,
\%“”0
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Mr Miss Ms Mrs or ............ Preferred SSAA Branch

Title (pLease ciReLe)

First name

Middle name

Last name

Residential address

Town/suburb

State Postcode

Postal address
(IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE'

Town/suburb

State Postcode

Phone (Home)
(Mobile)

(Work)
(Fax)

Email

Date of birth Male Female OFFICE USE ONLY

Tick to subscribe to the FREE SSAA National E-newsletter via email
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES AND SPECIAL OFFERS

Each membership category (apart from Family Member) includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter magazine per year.

$9O Adult (over 18 years)
m $125 Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms
Insurance for 12 months, valid until next membership renewal.
$68 Additional Fumily Member (No magazine) Applies to each additional person
over 18 residing at the same address as a full-subscription Adult member,
E $] 03 Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms R
Insurance for 12 months, valid until next membership renewal. Adul:’r‘:\':;!:::gNo.
$68 Pensioner Awilable on production or photocopy of
both sides of your Australian Concession Card.
E $103 Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms
Insurance for 12 months, valid until next membership renewal.
$450 5-yeﬂ|’ AdU" Contact SSAA for firearms insurance information.
$1800 Member for Life Contact SSAA for firearms insurance information.
$] 73 Overseas Available to members living overseas.
$25 Junior (under 18 years) Parent’s or guardian’s SIGNAIUME  .....c.eoviiioiiiiiiiiit e

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Enclosed is payment for the amount of $................ | also wish to donate
Cheque Money order MasterCard Visa S o to the SSAA

Cardnumber | | | [ [ [ [ [ L[ [ L[ ]]]

Expiry date Djjj SIGNAIUI. .. ssaa.org.au

Cheques payable to the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.

APPLICANTS

PLEASE
READ AND SIGN

This application is made in full
recognition of the Association’s
requirement for responsible and
ethical behaviour. | undertake to
do all in my power to preserve
the good image of the sport and
the Association. | understand
that members breaking the
Code of Conduct may be sub-
ject to suspension or expulsion.
The Code can be found at
ssaa.org.au/code

Refund Policy: Subject to Australian
law, membership fees are not
refundable, nor can they be
transferred.

SSAA Inc collects personal
information of members. The
information you provide on this
form will be disclosed to the state

or territory branch of the SSAA to
which your membership application
relates. A copy of SSAA Inc’s privacy
policy can be found at ssaa.org.au/
privacy. You can obtain access to
your personal information by writing
to: SSAA, PO Box 2520, Unley SA
5061.

Complete this section ONLY

if you wish to use your
membership of the SSAA to
support your Genuine Reason
for having a firearms licence.
Register your SSAA activities by
marking one or more of the
following boxes:

[ marGeT sHootiNG

D Eﬁguﬁgbership)

[]couecting
HUNTING OTHER

(R licence, property
owner/permission)

and for just $35 you
§et $25,000 worth
of firearms and fixed
accessories cover.
Want to know more?
Call us at SSAA

MEMBERS
FIREARMS
INSURANCE

Jan 2019



Youth in Focus

Caitlyn May

Communications Officer Sam Talbot

aitlyn May is an animal lover,

outdoor enthusiast and SSAA

member. When she was intro-

duced to shooting by her father
Jason, the new sport seemed like a natural
progression given her inherent interest in
exploring nature and the outdoors. “My dad
got into shooting by going hunting with his
father when he was young and he’s started
to shoot more regularly over the past five
years or so,” said Caitlyn.

“I like shooting as it’s different to the
things people my age usually do. It’s great
fun and allows me to be social instead of
staying at home. I also enjoy the fact you
can always keep improving and there are so
many different disciplines to try.”

Last year Caitlyn was awarded the best
female shooter accolade and came second
overall in U-15s at her local club. And her

Caitlyn has a special®:
interest in wildlife.=
[}
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talents don’t end with shooting as she also
has a keen interest in science and biology
as well as caring for wildlife and ultimately
hopes to work with animals as a vet, zoolo-
gist or conservationist.

“I was awarded a scholarship to attend a
junior vet camp in Bondi which I thoroughly
enjoyed. I've done many wildlife courses
at Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary, at one of
which I was the youngest person to have
completed it,” she said. “I remember the
first time we went to Sea World and how it
made me want to become a dolphin trainer.”

“She’s always had a knack with animals,”
said Jason. “She’s been picking up lizards
and other animals her whole life and never
seems to get bitten!”

Back on the shooting front, Caitlyn
mainly sticks to rimfire Field Rifle and
rimfire Metallic Silhouettes, using a CZ 452
American rifle with Leupold VX1 3-9x40
scope. “I started those disciplines as part
of the junior program and have continued
with them. I don’t have an overall favourite
as there are aspects of both that I enjoy,”
she said.

“I've recently begun shooting on Tuesday
and Thursday nights with more experi-

Caitlyn
with her
perpetual
trophy for
best junior
female
shooter.

At a recent shoot lyi
spun two chicken
silhouettes without
knocking them over!

enced shooters and found the others very
helpful as they’re constantly supporting
me and giving me handy tips that they find
useful and think may work for me too.”

Caitlyn says all her non-shooting friends
think the sport sounds fun and a few are
becoming interested themselves. “The
friends I've made who also shoot are a great
source of encouragement and have helped
me try new things,” she said.

“I'm so grateful to everyone who has
helped me improve and given encourage-
ment. My parents are always motivating me
to do my best and dad has been a great help
when it comes to answering questions and
giving tips. The range officers at the junior
sessions have also helped by teaching me
lots of the basic skills.

“In future I'd like to try more disciplines
such as handguns, shotguns and some cen-
trefire as well as eventually entering some
of the higger junior competitions,” she said.

It seems to us Caitlyn has all the makings
of a future conservationist, her enjoyment
of the outdoors and love of animals com-
bined with skills and lessons learned on the
shooting range a great formula for achieving
her goals. @
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SSAA National’s ‘Sign up a Junior’ campaign
was launched to help introduce youngsters
to recreational shooting. Juniors are
essential to the ongoing strength and vitality
of the SSAA and we are seeking your
support to protect and ensure the future of
the shooting sports in Australia.
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I:l $25 - includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter

I:l $54 - includes 11 issues of the Australian Shooter and four issues of Australian Hunter magazine

Membership No.

Has the junior been a member before? Yes/No |:| |:| |:| |:| |:| |:|

Details of junior being signed up (must be under 18)

Branch (if known) ... Sex (please circle) M / F

First name ... Middle name ... Last name ...
HomMe address .o P/C........
Date of birth ............................ PR ONE.
BNl

OFFICE USE ONLY

Details of sponsoring member
First name ... Middle name.......................... Lastname.............................

Membership No.

Payment options
Enclosed is payment for the amount of $................ |:| | also wish to donate

[ ] Cheque [ ] Money order [ |MasterCard [ ] Visa S to the SSAA
Cardnumber | | | | [l | [ | [l [ [ [ 1l | [ | | mLT: MEMBERSHIP OFFICE,

) PO BOX 282, Plumpton, NSW 2761
Expiry date Dij SIGNAtUre..ccceiiiiiiiiiie e

Cheques payable to the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc.

SSAA Inc is subject to the provisions of the National
Privacy Act. Should you want a copy of the SSAA Inc
Privacy Statement or seek further information, please
write to PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 5061.
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National

National Junior Rimfire Rifle
Metallic Silhouette Postal
Championships
February I-July 31,2019
All clubs/branches
Program: 40-shot match to be shot between
February | and July 31, 2019. Scores
showing competitor’s name, branch, age
and results for each shot to Kaye Mclntyre
at juniorsports@ssaa.org.au by August 31.
Prizes to third place in U-15, O-15 and
U-18. Contact: Kaye Mcintyre.

Big Game Rifle National Postal
Championships
February |-November 30, 2019
Program: February |-May 31: Special Snap.
June I-August 31: Group Three. September
| -November 30: Stopping Double Rifle.
Rules: Championships shot as per current
National Big Game Rifle rule book.
Scoresheets showing competitor’s name,
club, rifle, scope power and result of each
shot to be sent to Graeme Wright, PO Box
5085, Kenmore East, Qld 4069. Awards to
third place and juniors. Entries in junior class
to include date of birth. Contact: Graeme
Wright thepilotgw@hotmail.com

SSAA Field Rifle, Scoped
3-Positional, NRA and Air Rifle
National Championships
April 17-22,2019
Southern Districts Rifle Club,
Bedfordale, WA
Program: Wednesday, April 17, practice.
Thursday, April 18, NRA 3x40; 10m
Scoped Air Rifle - Precision. Friday, April 19,
Field Rifle Centrefire; 10m Scoped Air Rifle
- 3-Positional. Saturday, April 20, Scoped
3-Positional Rimfire. Sunday, April 21, Field
Rifle Rimfire. Monday, April 22, Scoped
3-Positional Centrefire. Nominations: See
website. Rules: Current SSAA rule book.
Prizes: See website. Facilities: Canteen,
licensed bar, toilets, showers, on-range
camping with limited power. Contact:
Christine 0893 981 |31 secretary@sdrc.
com.au or Matt 0439 092 686 fieldrifle@
ssaa.org.au. See website for full event details.

SSAA National Centrefire
Benchrest Championships
April 19-22,2019
SSAA Dairyville Range,
Coffs Harbour, NSW
Program: April 19, 8am Unlimited 100 and
200yds; April 20, 8am Sporter 100 and
200yds; April 21, 8am Light Benchrest 100
and 200yds; April 22, 8am Heavy Benchrest
100 and 200yds. Nominations: $60 per
class. Rules: Pre-nomination by April |.
Practice April 17-28. Prizes: National medals,
top 10 patches, junior trophies. Facilities:
Clubhouse, toilets, showers, barbecue,
camping on range, catered breakfast, lunch,
tea, coffee, gala dinner on Saturday included.
Contact: David Billinghurst 0418 478 160 or
Ray Munro 0408 649 126.

SSAA Muzzleloading National
Championships
April 19-22,2019
SSAA Para, Rifle Range Road, Greenwith, SA
Program: Friday, April 19 to Monday, April
22 (please refer to website for full list of
events). Nominations: All pistol/rifle $5
per event, shotgun $7 (maximum for adult
$100, junior $50). To be lodged with SSAA
Para Branch, PO Box 2013, Adelaide, SA
5001 or email: secretary(@ssaapara.org.au
Cheques/money orders payable to SSAA
Para Branch. EFTPOS available at range.

100 Australian Shooter

Rules: Muzzleloading rule book No.7. Prizes:
National medals and perpetual trophies for
aggregates, prize table. Facilities: Camping
(limited power sites), toilets and showers.

Canteen with lunch each day. Limited
supplies of black powder (Swiss and Wano)
can be bought at range (please pre-order
to ensure sufficient stock). Barbecue dinner
Saturday night. Contact: Michael Nicholas
secretary(@ssaapara.org.au or 0467 763
716.

SSAA National Lever Action
Metallic Silhouette Championships
April 26-30, 2019
Eagle Park, Little River, Victoria
Program: Friday, April 26: Practice |0am-
4pm. Saturday: 80 shots Rifle Calibre.
Sunday: 80 shots Pistol Calibre. Monday:
80 shots Smallbore. Tuesday: Over-run day
if needed. Sight-in 8am daily, briefing 9am.
Membership and grading cards must be
shown. Nominations: $30 per event, $80
all three. Rules: As per current rule book.
Prizes: National medals all grades. Facilities:
On-range camping, cafe Friday-Monday.
Contact: Mark Butler 0409 135 740 or
reltub@alphalink.com.au

SSAA 5-Stand National
Championships
April 27-28, 2019
10125 Gore Highway,
Captains Mountain, Qld
Program: 200-target 5-Stand (100 targets
Saturday and Sunday), team selection for five
Open and five Graded members to compete
in New Zealand late 2019. Nominations:
Online. Prizes: Ist, 2nd and 3rd place medals
in each grade. Facilities: Limited onsite cabins
and bunkhouse accommodation, camping
with powered sites, showers, food and
meals for sale Friday-Sunday. Contact: Brett
Chambellant shotgun@ssaa.org.au or Mick
Norris mjnorris | 972@gmail.com

SSAA National Big Game Rifle
Championships
May 25-26, 2019
Mickett Creek Range, Darwin, NT
Program: Eight core events as per 2017
National BGR rule book. Medals for each
event, overall, veteran, junior and ladies.
Supplementary events will also be run. Safety
briefing 8.30am, first event 9am. Medals
and prize presentation on Sunday. Practice
available Friday, May 24. Nominations:
Required by May 8. Nominations received
after this date may not be processed.
Facilities: Barbecue lunch both days,
dinner on Saturday. Camping facilities on
range. Contact: Barry Seabrook 0438 860
510 or Tony Orr 0409 862 393 email
ntbiggamerifle@gmail.com

National Junior Rimfire Field Rifle
Postal Championships
Jun I-Nov 30, 2019
All clubs/branches
Program: To be shot between June | and
November 30, 2019. Scores showing
competitor’s name, branch, age and
score for each position (with 10s, 9s etc
in case of countback), to Kaye McIntyre at
juniorsports@ssaa.org.au by December
31. Prizes to third place in U-15, O-15 and
U-18. Contact: Kaye McIntyre.

SSAA Fly Shoot National
Championships
June 8-10, 2019
SSAA Batemans Bay Deep Creek
Shooting Complex, NSW

Program: Thursday, June 6 bench draw
available. Friday, 10am practice and flag
set-up. Saturday, 9am Light Gun. Sunday,

9am Heavy Gun. Monday, 9am Rimfire.
Nominations: Close June |. Fees: $50 per

class, juniors half-price, can be paid on arrival.

Nominations to stateflyshoot@gmail.com
or Anthony 0418 406 698. Rules: Current
SSAA Fly Shoot rule book (maximum calibre
on complex is 8mm). Prizes: Gold, silver,
bronze for aggregate each class. Gold
for Small Group and High Scoring Target
each class. Gold, silver, bronze for 2-Gun
Centrefire, 2-Gun Centrefire/Rimfire and
3-Gun. Gold, silver, bronze for juniors U-15
and |5-18. Facilities: Catering by SSAA
Batemans Bay Club all weekend, camping
$5 per night, hot showers, toilets, cooking
facilities and power. Contact: stateflyshoot@
gmail.com, Anthony Hall 0418 406 698 or
Bryson Payne 02 4471 3135. Full details on
website,

SSAA 2019 National Junior
Challenge
July 12-14,2019
SSAA Springvale and Eagle Park ranges, Vic
Program: All SSAA junior members aged
12 to U-18 are encouraged to participate
in this event which comprises three core
rimfire disciplines - 3-Position, Rifle Metallic
Silhouette and Field Rifle. Nominations:
$60 for three events, $20 individual events.
Rules: As per current SSAA Official National
Rules. Prizes: Medals for first three in three
core events and overall in two age groups.
Contact: Jeannine Taylor j9.taylor55@gmail.
comor 0417 510 002.

New South Wales

SSAA NSW Benchrest
Rimfire Group and IRB State
Championships
June 7-10, 2019
SSAA Newcastle Range, East Seaham, NSW
Program: June 6 practice, June 7 Light
Rimfire, June 8 Heavy Rimfire, June 9-10
IRB. Nominations: $50 per day, juniors half
price. Rules: SSAA National. Prizes: Medals all
events including juniors. Facilities: Clubhouse,
toilets, showers, barbecue. Camping on
range (please advise). Free breakfast, lunch,
tea, coffee. Dinner for a small fee. Contact:
Kim Cosstick 0429 335 389 or David
Billinghurst 0418 478 160.

Queensland

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic
Silhouette Postal Shoot No.1
February 1-May 31, 2019
Program: Smallbore Conventional Pistol,
Smallbore Conventional Revolver, Smallbore
Unlimited Standing, Smallbore Unlimited
Pistol. Location: All SSAA (QId) branches with
approval to shoot Pistol Metallic Silhouette.
Nominations: Results to state NRA Pistol
Metallic Silhouette chairman by June 14,
2019. Rules: As per SSAA (Qld) NRA Pistol
Metallic Silhouette Guide Book. Prizes:
Certificates to |st, 2nd, 3rd in each grade.
Each entry goes into draw for $60 open
order at Queensland Shooters Supplies,
Ipswich. Contact: Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467
or hbozic | @bigpond.net.au

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic
Silhouette Postal Shoot No. 2
April -July 31,2019
Program: Smallbore Hunter’s Pistol Metallic
Sights - Standing (formerly 50m Iron Sights).
Location: All SSAA (QId) branches with
approval to shoot Pistol Metallic Silhouette.
Nominations: Results to state NRA Pistol
Metallic Silhouette chairman by August 14,
2019. Rules: As per SSAA (Qld) NRA Pistol
Metallic Silhouette Guide Book. Prizes:
Certificates to Ist, 2nd, 3rd in each grade.

Each entry goes into draw for $60 open
order at Queensland Shooters Supplies,
Ipswich. Contact: Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467
hbozic | @bigpond.net.au

SSAA Qld Gallery Rifle State
Championships
April 13-14,2019
SSAA Clermont Branch, Queensland
Program: Friday, April 12, practice. Saturday,
Imperial Silhouettes (30+ rounds), 1020
Match (102 rounds). Sunday, America Match
(30+ rounds), 1500 Match (150 rounds).
Nominations: From Gallery Rifle page on
Queensland website, send to Secretary,
Clermont Branch. Rules: As per handbook.
Prizes: State medals for first, second, third
per grade in each match. Facilities: Limited
camping at range. Contact: Frances Fowler
0400 831 115 or Don Robinson 0428 986
070.

SSAA Qld Rifle Metallic Silhouette
State Championships
April 25-28, 2019
Fraser Coast Range, Churchill Mines Rd,
Dundathu, QId
Program: Open to all SSAA members. Friday,
April 26: Rimfire Light/Hunting Rifle 40-shot
match + Centrefire Light/Hunting Rifle 40-
shot match. Saturday: Rimfire Heavy/Open
80-shot match + Centrefire Service Rifle
Silhouette 40-shot match. Sunday: Centrefire
Heavy/Open 80-shot match. Nominations:
$15 per event to maximum $50, juniors half
price. (Service Rifle $10 or included in $50
max.) Pay on arrival. Rules: As per current
SSAA Rifle Metallic Silhouette Rules. Prizes:
State medals for Ist, 2nd, 3rd in each grade.
Facilities: Camping at range (unpowered).
Contact: Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467,
hbozic | @bigpond.net.au or Jeff Bennett
0407 969 354, jbennetttinana@gmail.com

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic
Silhouette Postal Shoot No.3
May |-August 31, 2019
Program: Hunter's Pistol Metallic Sights,
Hunter’s Pistol Standing. Location: All SSAA
(QId) branches with approval to shoot Pistol
Metallic Silhouette. Nominations: Results to
state NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette chairman
by September 14, 2019. Rules: As per SSAA
(Qld) NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette Guide
Book. Prizes: Certificates to Ist, 2nd, 3rd in
each grade. Each entry goes into draw for
$60 open order at Queensland Shooters
Supplies, Ipswich. Contact: Hazel Bozic 07
4128 0467 hbozic | @bigpond.net.au

SSAA Qld Single Action State
Championships
May 3-5, 2019
Kingaroy-Burrandowan Rd ,
Chahpingah, Qld
Program - Friday: Side matches. Saturday and
Sunday: Main match. Facilities: Camping on
range with hot showers and toilets. Contact:
lan Jacobs 07 4164 8179.

SSAA Qld Combined Services
State Championships
May 4-6, 2019
SSAA Bundaberg branch
Program: Friday, May 3, practice. Saturday,
Class |, 2 or 3 pistols. Sunday, rifle. Monday,
rifle. Rules: SSAA Combined Services rule
book No.4. Nominations: All pistol $40, all
rifle $60, all events $90, individual events
$8, juniors half price. Closing date April 19.
Current SSAA membership and grading
cards must be shown. Barbecue Saturday
night, refreshments all weekend. Facilities:
Camping at range, toilets, showers. Contact:
secretaryQ32@hotmail.com See SSAA (QId)
website for full details.
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SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic
Silhouette State Championships
May 16-19,2019
Fraser Coast Range,

Churchill Mines Rd, Dundathu, Qld
Program: Open to all SSAA members.
Events: Smallbore Conventional Pistol,
Smallbore Conventional Revolver, Smallbore
Unlimited Standing, Smallbore Unlimited
Pistol, Long Range Conventional Pistol,
Long Range Conventional Revolver, Long
Range Unlimited Standing, Long Range
Unlimited Pistol, Hunter’s Pistol Metallic
Sights, Hunter’s Pistol Standing. Nominations:
$8 per event to maximum $60, juniors half
price. Rules: As per SSAA (QId) NRA Pistol
Metallic Silhouette Guide Book. Prizes: State
medals for Ist, 2nd, 3rd in each event, grade
and 10-Gun Aggregate. Facilities: Camping
at range (unpowered). Contact: Jeff Bennett
0407 969 354 jbennetttinana@gmail.com
or Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 hbozic| @
bigpond.net.au

Victoria

SSAA Vic Combined Services
Discipline State Championships
April 4-7, 2019
Dookie Agricultural College,

Dookie Rd, Dookie, Vic
Program: Thursday, April 4: Range open for
practice and registration. Friday: 500m Sniper
(F1 & F2 Class), 500m Modified/Accurised
Rifles (H Class), 500m Tactical Development
Rifles (T Class). Saturday: 300m Deliberate
(B Class rifles), 300m, 200m, 100m 3P Core
(B Class rifles). Sunday: 310 Cadet and .22
Trainer, 50m, 75m, 100m 3R Nomination:
$25, competition fee $25 a day or $100
for all, juniors half price, late fee $10 (after

March 30). Rules: SSAA Combined Services
Discipline rule book 2017. Prizes: Awarded on
Sunday. Facilities: Dormitory accommodation
at reasonable rates, free camping on range.
Contact: Frank Griffo milrifle@vicmrc.com
See website for full details.

SSAA Vic Junior Rimfire Silhouette
Championships
May 19,2019
Eagle Park, Little River, Victoria

Program: 8.30am weigh-in, 9am practice,

10.15am shooters’ briefing, 10.30am 80
shots Rimfire competition. Nominations $10.

Rules: As per current rule book. Trophies
I'st, 2nd, 3rd at U-18 and U- 15 plus overall
winner. Contact: Jeannine Taylor 0417 510

002 or Mark Butler 0409 135 740.

SSAA Vic Rifle Metallic Silhouette
State Championships
May 25-26, 2019
Eagle Park, Little River, Victoria
Program: Saturday, May 25, 80 shots
Centrefire; Sunday, 80 shots Rimfire.
Nominations $20 per event. Rules as per
current rule book. Contact Mark Butler 0409
135 740.

Western Australia

full programme and forms at plarc.com.au/
events. State delegates’ meeting in PLARC
clubhouse at 7.30pm on Friday. Rules: Rifle
competition in accordance with WA State
Open Lever Action Rifle Championship Rules.
Prizes: State medals and certificates. Facilities:
Range open for practice on Friday, May 31
from 8am to 5pm and Saturday and Sunday
7-8.30am. Canteen Saturday and Sunday.
Camping and caravans on PLARC range
only, toilets on site. Meal and presentation
on Sunday. Contact: Joel Evans leveraction@
ssaawa.org.au. Full details on website.

SSAA WA NRA and Air Rifle
State Championships
June 8-9, 2019
SSAA Port Bouvard, Dawesville, WA
Program: Saturday, June 8: Scoped |0m
Air Rifle Precision 8am registration; 8.45am
practice; 9.20am briefing; 9.30am match.
Scoped 3-Positional 10m Air Rifle | 1.30am
registration and practice; 12.05pm briefing;
12 matches. Sunday, June 9: NRA 3x40
Small Bore 8am registration; 8.30am
practice; 9.05am briefing; 9.15am matches.
Nominations: $10 per event, $25 all three.
Post to Port Bouvard Pistol & Small Bore
Rifle Club, PO Box 363, Mandurah, WA
6210. Email secretary@portbouvardpc.

SSAA WA Lever Action State
Championships
June 1-2,2019
Wanneroo Shooting Complex,
Perry Road, Pinjar, WA

Program: Saturday, June |, 9.30am: Classic

Calibre followed by Revolver. Sunday,
9.30am: State Open. Nominations: Fees -
Rifle $35, Classic Calibre $25, Revolver $25
($75 all three), juniors half price. Download

com.au. Rules: SSAA Scoped Air Rifle and
NRA rule book. Prizes: Medals for first three
in each grade per event, certificates for
position win plus points towards WA Hall
of Fame. Facilities: Canteen, light lunch free
for competitors both days. Contact: Ronnie
Pope 0459 545 374 or fieldrifle@ssaa.org.au

SSAA WA Cowboy Lever Action
Silhouette State Championships
July 11-15,2019

Hedland Sporting Shooters,
Port Hedland, WA
Program: Thursday, July | |: Practice 8am-
5pm. Friday: Rifle Cowboy Lever Action
Silhouette 80 shots. Saturday: Pistol Cartridge
Cowboy Lever Action Silhouette 80 shots.
Sunday: Rimfire Cowboy Lever Action
Silhouette 80 shots. Monday: Over-run day
if needed. Sight-in 7-8.15am, briefing 8.45,
first shot 9am. Nominations: $25 per 80-
shot match, 3-gun $60, juniors half price.
Rules: Current Rifle Metallic Silhouette rule
book. Contact: Warren Goodfield 0407 440
431 clas@ssaawa.org.au

Northern Territory

SSAA NT Rifle Metallic Silhouette
State Championships
May 4-6, 2019
Alice Springs Shooting Complex,
Butler Rd, Alice Springs
Program: Saturday, May 4: 80 shots
Rimfire Silhouette Rifle. May 5: 80 shots
Centrefire Silhouette Rifle. May 6: 40
shots Rimfire Hunting Rifle then 40 shots
Centrefire Hunting Rifle. Nominations:
Rimfire Silhouette and Centrefire Silhouette
$20, Rimfire Hunting and Centrefire
Hunting $10, juniors and seniors half
price. Online registration form at https://
ssaaalicesprings.wildapricot.org/2019-NT-
RMS-Championships. Rules: SSAA RMS
rule book, bring grading cards and firearms
licence in NT. Prizes: All grades and junior
divisions. Facilities: Camping and caravan
sites in complex with toilets, showers,
accommodation in Alice Springs. Contact:
Russell Wilkie 0408 165 752.
Full details on website.

SSAA Official Calendar

INTERNATIONAL

August 19-24, 2019

NATIONAL

Feb I-July 31,2019

| 2th MLAIC World Long Range Muzzleloading Championships

National Junior Rimfire Metallic Silhouette Postal Championships

Bisley, England

All clubs/branches

Kim Atkinson 27honeysuckle@msn.com.au

juniorsports@ssaa.org.au

Feb I-Nov 30, 2019

Big Game Rifle National Postal Championships
SSAA Field Rifle, Scoped 3-Positional, NRA and

Air Rifle National Championships

April 17-22,2019
April 19-22,2019
April 19-22,2019

April 26-30, 2019
April 27-28, 2019
May 25-26, 2019
Jun [-Nov 30, 2019
June 8-10, 2019
July 12-14,2019

STATE

February 1-May 31, 2019
April 1-July 31,2019
April 4-7,2019

April 13-14,2019

April 25-28, 2019

May |-August 31, 2019
May 3-5,2019

May 4-6, 2019

May 4-6, 2019

May 16-19,2018

May 19,2019
May 25-26, 2019
June 1-2,2019
June 7-10, 2019
June 8-9, 2019
July 11-15,2019

SSAA National Centrefire Benchrest Championships

SSAA Muzzleloading National Championships

SSAA National Lever Action Metallic Silhouette Championships
SSAA 5-Stand National Championships

SSAA National Big Game Rifle Championships

National Junior Rimfire Field Rifle Postal Championships

SSAA Fly Shoot National Championships

SSAA National Junior Challenge

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette Postal Shoot No. |
SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette Postal Shoot No.2
SSAA Vic Combined Services Discipline State Championships
SSAA Qld Gallery Rifle State Championships

SSAA QId Rifle Metallic Silhouette State Championships

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette Postal Shoot No.3
SSAA QId Single Action State Championships

SSAA Qld Combined Services State Championships

SSAA NT Rifle Metallic Silhouette State Championships

SSAA Qld NRA Pistol Metallic Silhouette State Championships

SSAA Vic Junior Rimfire Silhouette Championships
SSAA Vic Rifle Metallic Silhouette State Championships
SSAA WA Lever Action State Championships

SSAA NSW Benchrest Rimfire Group and IRB State Championships SSAA Newcastle Range, East Seaham, NSW
SSAA WA NRA and Air Rifle State Championships

SSAA WA Cowboy Lever Action Silhouette State Championships

Southern Districts Rifle Club, Bedfordale, WA
Dairyville Range, Coffs Harbour, NSW
SSAA Para Range, SA

Eagle Park, Little River, Vic

Captains Mountain, QId

Mickett Creek Range, Darwin, NT

All clubs/branches

Batemans Bay Shooting Complex, NSW
Springvale and Eagle Park Ranges, Vic

Dookie, Vic
Clermont Branch, Qld
Fraser Coast Range, Dundathu, QId

Kingaroy-Burrandowan Rd, Chahpingah, QId
SSAA Bundaberg branch, Qld

SSAA Alice Springs, NT

Fraser Coast Range, Dundathu, QId

Eagle Park, Little River, Vic
Eagle Park, Little River, Vic
Wanneroo Shooting Complex, Pinjar, WA

SSAA Port Bouvard, Dawesville, WA
Port Hedland, WA

Graeme Wright thepilotgw(@hotmail.com

0893 981 131 or 0439 092 686

David 0418 478 160 or Ray 0408 649 126

0467 763 716 or secretary@ssaapara.org.au

0409 135 740 reltub@alphalink.com.au
shotgun@ssaa.org.au

0438 860 510 or 0409 862 393 ntbiggamerifle@gmail.com
juniorsports@ssaa.org.au

stateflyshoot@gmail.com or 0418 406 698

0417 510 002 or j9.taylor55@gmail.com

Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 or hbozic| @bigpond.net.au
Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 hbozic | @bigpond.net.au
Frank Griffo milrifle@vicmrc.com

0400 831 115 or 0428 986 070

Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 hbozic| @bigpond.net.au

or Jeff Bennett 0407 969 354 jbennetttinana@gmail.com
Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 hbozic | @bigpond.net.au

lan Jacobs 07 4164 8179

secretaryQ32@hotmail.com

0408 165752

Jeff Bennett 0407 969 354 jbennetttinana@gmail.com or
Hazel Bozic 07 4128 0467 hbozic| @bigpond.net.au
0417 510 002 or 0409 135 740

0409 135740

leveraction@ssaawa.org.au

Kim Cosstick 0429 335 389 or David Billinghurst 0418 478 160
Ronnie Pope 0459 545 374 or fieldrifle@ssaa.org.au
0407 440 43| or clas@ssaawa.org.au
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Shop now for exclusive SSAA Broduc’rs, including clothing,
camping, accessories, knives,

ooks and more.

NEW PRODUCTS

SSAA Shotgun Vest

The new SSAA Shotgun Vest is made to our
usual high standards and now comes with
upgraded features such as the ability to
insert additional padding in the shoulders
to absorb recoil.

The vest comes with lots of pockets, has SSAA Renegade Jacket $94-95
front and rear leather trim and Velcro Black
adjuster, while the back sections are mesh The SSAA Renegade Jacket is made Green CJBOOT - Small
for added breathability. from wind and water-resistant breathable CJGOOT - Small CJB002 - Medium
Comes in blue and green. makfenol and lined with cosy microfleece CJG002 - Medium CJBOO3 - Large
Green T fol: eelp YO}:J Wmmk' ) CJGO03 - Large CJB004 - XL

e clamshell jacket comes with a - -
SVGOO1 - Small  SVBOOT - Small ' o CIG005 - 24 CJB00S - 2K

structured hood to keep the rain off and
SVG002 - Medium ~ SVB002 - Medium has a multitude of zippered pockets to

SVGOO03 - Large SVB0O3 - Large keep your belongings secure in the field,

SVG004 - XL SVB0O04 - XL on the range, while hiking, hunting or For correct sizing please visit the online

SVG005 - 2XL SVBOO5 - 2XL just out and about. shop as the jackets are small in make.

SVG006 - 3XL SVB006 - 3XL

$74.95 —— g —

SHOOTING GIEASSES

gSAA Softshell Vest SSAA Advantage SSAA Magnum
Our SSAA Soffshell Vest s water shooting glasses shooting glasses

resistant and made {rTon; D]({)c?b%ir Oc:criﬁ
ter mechanic sfretc

ngfs with comfy microfleece on the

inside fo keep you warm-

Csv001-small
CSV002 - medium
CSV003 - large
CSV004 - KL

Csv005 - 2XL scaco1 $49.95 samoo1 $49.95

CSV006 - 3XL

64.95 Soe full delnite oufiie!
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Official online shop

of the Sporting
Shooters’ Association
of Australia

CLOTHING

SSAA Buffwear LKy P

These SSAA Buffs offer a multitude of uses and can . :
be worn to keep dust and dirt out of your face when CBWOOI CBWO003
riding the quad or as a basic headscarf. Iron Bark Bullet Coloured Leaf

They also offer sun protection and are great for
fishing as well as hunting and come in a range of
colours that can match your favourite outdoor gear.

$17.95 CBW004 CBWO005
Distressed Leaf Oz Flag

RELOADING

Australian Shooter binder s mees s rstots  Reloading for
Rifles & Pistols

Contains the latest data
available on local and
overseas cartridges,
including information on
reloading sabots.

Our sturdy leather-grained
vinyl binder will not only
protect your monthly issues
of the Australian Shooter,
but it looks good foo.

T P0028
%Ofg.gs — $19.70
SSAA Blue Earmuffs

With a noise rating of NRR 23 db,
they are ideal for sporting shoot-
ers, range officers, instructors and

SSAA

spectators.
cloth badge 7.5cm See full details online.
B0012 EMBO005
$7.50 $59.95

SHOP NOW - IT’S EASY! Go to
enacge | ONlineshop.ssaa.org.au

§7.50 or call 02 8805 3900
for phone orders
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onlineshop

Order online NOW or Call 02 8805 3900 or
Fill in the Mail Order below

A

CAMPING & HUNTING

SSAA Ka-Bar folder

The SSAA Ka-Bar folder comes beautifully
presented in a box to make gift giving a pleasure.

Measurements

Blade length: 10cm

Blade width: 3.5cm (at its widest part)
Handle length: 12.5cm

Handle width: 3cm

Weight: 187grams

$48.95 ksroo

SSAA Apex swag

* The SSAA Apex swag measures 2000mm
long, a generous 900mm wide and
600mm in height at the peak of the apex.

swacos NOW $199

MAIL ORDER FORM e aRe April 2019

SEND ORDER TO SSAA SHOP, PO BOX 282, PLUMPTON, NSW 2761  INQUIRIES 02 8805 3900

Please note: For knife purchases, Member No. needed for age verification, as purchaser must be over I8.

DELIVER TO
Please allow 14-21 days for delivery
NAME .. ALL PRICES GST INCLUSIVE
ADDRESS ... Please find enclosed payment in the amount of $................
STATE. s PICODE or charge my MosterCord|_|  Visa| |
PHONE . codne [ TTTITTTUTITI T
EMAIL. ..o
MEMBER NUMBER .......ooviiiiiiioiieieeeee e Expiry date ...../...... SIgNAtUre. ...veecicece e

DISCOUNT RATES AVAILABLE FOR SSAA CLUBS - CONTACT 02 8805 3900.

The color of some of the photos may vary from the actual product due to dye batch lots or current availability.



Members-only competitions

For your chance to win one of these competitions, write your name, address,
phone number and membership number on a piece of paper and place it
inside an envelope, along with the name of the competition on the front of the
envelope, as shown in the example. Alternatively, you can enter online.
Competitions close April 30, 2019.

(Name of competition)
SSAA National

PO Box 2520

Unley SA 5061

1 of 4 .30-calibre pen sets
+ deer antler stand 1

Kindly donated by Laser Engraving
& Handmade Gifts
customengrave.com.au

Engraved pen sets wil be as per name entered

Bipod & Weaver rail

Kindly donated by
Eagleye Hunting Gear
eagleyehg.com.au

GlowShot Flipping Jack .22
Reactive Steel Target

Kindly donated by GlowShot Targets
glowshottargets.com.au

Competition winners!

Australian Shooter February 2019 Hunter 67

- Lithgow T-Shirt, bar mat & calendar
Black Neogard rifle cover Phillip Smith, Vic

Thomas Gall, QId

1 of 4 .30-calibre pen sets February Junior -
Andrew Brydon, Vic
Bruce Zunneberg, Vic
Ryan Neal, NSW

Ammo box, horse decal
Tony Parsey, Tas

& Winchester decal pack
Leon Becker, NSW

February Best
Shots Mug
Winchester prize pack Kenneth Keevers, NSW

Brody Wickham, NSW SSAA knife roll

Adrian Lane, NSW

Advertisers’ index

Aussie Step
Austealth
Australian Arms Auctions ..
Beretta Australia
Bradford Exchange
Claremont Firearms....
Cleaver Firearms

CR Kennedy.
Eagleye Hunting Gear....
Earmold Australia
EuroOptic
Forbes Wholesale
Glenn Kable
Gold Coast Shooters Supplies
Great Australian Outdoors magazine....
Grycol
Handgun magazine
Hermann's Sporting Guns..
Horsley Park Gun Shop
Hunter magazine
Industek
Inland Hunting Properties..
Knife Shop Australia
Liberal Democrats
Lynx Optics
Magnum Sports
Night-Vision Australia............cccccccevriiniiinnnns
Nioa
Nyati
Outdoor Sporting Agencies............ccceuevvennns
Polaris
Pro-Tactical
QId Gun Exchange
Raytrade
Secure Your Gun, Secure Your Sport ...
Southern Cross Small Arms
Spika
Sponsor a Junior
SSAA Farmer Assist
SSAA General Insurance........c.cocccevevereeveneruenens
SSAA Gun Sales
SSAA Members Firearms Insurance ....
SSAA Membership Form...
SSAA SHOT Expo..............
Steel & Shot
Thales
Total Knife Care
TSA Outdoors 15,67
Winchester Australia.............cccoooeviiininnns 11,65
Wolf-Eyes 8

AUSTRALIAN SHOOTER is published monthly and is
printed by Blue Star Web, 81 Derby St, Silverwater,
NSW 2128.

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia Inc (SSAA
Inc) is subject to the provisions of the National Privacy
Act. We collect personal information from members

of the Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia in

the various states and territories. Should you want a
copy of the SSAA Inc Privacy Statement or seek further
information please write to PO Box 2520, Unley, SA
5061.

Freelance contributions are welcome. We do, however,
recommend that potential authors contact the office
prior to story drafting. Manuscripts and digital files may
be sent to the address shown above. No responsibility
is taken for the loss or damage of manuscripts or
photographic material.

While the publishers exercise due care with regard to
handloading data, no responsibility can be accepted for
errors and/or omissions, or any damage suffered as a
consequence.

Please note that certain firearm types and accessories
advertised in the Australian Shooter may not be legally
available in all states and territories. Please check with
your local authorities before ordering. Neither the AS
nor any of its advertisers accept responsibility in this
matter. No text or photographs within the magazine may
be republished, either electronically or in print, without
the express written permission of the Editor.

Copyright 2019.
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Jumbunna WITH JOHN DUNN

What was can never be again

scatter of remnant clouds hung

on the horizon, their frayed and

windblown edges highlighted by

the rising sun. They were all that
remained of a storm front that had swept
in overnight and disappeared before dawn.
In the soft light of morning the salted air
smelled fresh and clean and while the
breeze was cool, the day seemed destined
to be humid.

The shoreline was strewn with clumps
of kelp and necklace weed, pushed up by
the wind and waves then stranded when
the tide peaked and
retreated with the .
storm. Needing a
walk and curious to
see what the sea had
left behind I set off
along the beach, the
sand squeaking softly
beneath my feet as I
literally stepped back
in time.

When we were
kids, fresh to the
coast from the arid
inland of western
NSW, we used to
walk the beach with
Bill Hooper, my
maternal grandfather.
We’d never seen so
much water or a proper beach so every
outing became a voyage of discovery. I can
still see the old man trudging along behind
us, enjoying the fact we were racing about
as only kids can when the world is new and
exciting. We always went home tired.

Later I fished the beaches with my
father for whiting, flathead, bream and
feisty salmon in the beach gutters when
the tide was right. Pop - as he became
universally known when the grandkids
started to arrive - knew all about such
things and we seldom went home empty
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handed. He’s the one who taught me to
walk along the tide line to see what I could
learn from what had been left behind.

According to the sign a fox had come
early to the tidal table, his rambling marks
traversing the length of the beach before
he turned inland to see what was available
around the lagoon behind the dunes. Gulls
squalled and squabbled, fossicking through
the weed or chasing the wash of the reced-
ing waves for morsels flushed out of the
sand.

A pair of ravens strutted along the high

water mark, their feathers ruffled by the
breeze, turning over anything that caught
their respective eyes and cawing softly to
each other, perhaps complaining about the
sparseness of the pickings.

The body of a small toad fish lay on its
side, unwanted even by the scavengers
except for the eyes that had long since
been removed from their sockets. Here
and there the bladders of bluebottles dried
in the morning sun, their trailing strands
of stingers washed away or tangled in the
weeds. The shell of a sea anemone lay

-] There’s always so.me.ihir;g
to be learned from the
wash-up of a high tide.

broken and empty beside the pincer of a
crab’s claw.

There were seashells and discarded
feathers, pieces of driftwood and cuttlefish
shell and small pebbles of water-worn
pumice that had journeyed from who
knows where. There were banksia cones
and gum nuts, mangrove and eucalypt
leaves and collections of other vegetative
debris I couldn’t begin to identify. Sadly
there was also the more common rubbish
of our times, the plastic bits and pieces we
never saw washed up when I was a boy.

At the end of the
beach where signs
warned of the dangers
of falling rocks I turned
and headed back the
way I'd come, carrying a
couple of plastic bottles
some tosser had dis-
carded in the dry sand
above the tide line.

An old bloke coming
towards me didn’t
reciprocate when I bade
him good morning, just
kept going with his head
down. He may have
been one of those natu-
rally grumpy people you
sometimes encounter.
Perhaps he didn’t speak
to strangers or, like me, was quietly sad-
dened by the fact a morning walk along the
beach really ain’t what it used to be. In the
real world nothing ever is.

People and places, like times and tides,
have a way of changing when we’re not
looking. What was can never be again and
as I deposited the bottles in
the nearest bin, I decided that
was probably a good thing. Just
thinking about all that beach -
stuff we did as kids is enough
to make a grown man tired.
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GPO Binoculars
and Riflescopes

German Precision Scopes
EVOLVE™ 4x

The 6-24x50 provides a 30mm main tube as well as
50mm objective lens and the impressive elevation
adjustment make it perfect for long-range hunting and
target shooting.

*30mm Main Tube ¢50mm Objective Lens Diameter
eDouble HD Objective Lenses ©1/4 MOA or 1 CM Click
Adjustments ¢CW or CCW Turret Rotations eTarget
Turrets

German Precision Binoculars
EVOLVE™ HD

GPO provides binoculars designed and tested to meet
the needs of users from across the world for all their
observation needs.

e Center focusing locking dioptre ® Aluminum eyecups

® Magnesium housing ® GPObright™ |lens coating
* Waterproof ¢ EVOdrop™ hydrophobic coating

SIFA 11

P.O. Box 4212 Dandenong South, Victoria 3164, Australia

rTaoepTyan  Cmail: raytrade@raytrade.com.au
www.gp-optics.com

f @ ' Follow us on Facebook gpo.evolve

Follow ous on Instagram gpo_evolve

~
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GPO

GERMAN - PRECISION - OPTICS
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Evolutionary Liftime Warranty

GPO is 100% confident that all of our products will not only function perfectly,
but will exceed your expectations.

Therefore GPO in conjunction with Raytrade Pty. Ltd. has created an indus-
try-leading Evolutionary Lifetime Warranty. With outstanding professional service,
we will take care of our products before, during and after your purchase at no
charge to you. If your product is not functlomng properly, GPO and Raytrade
will repair or replace it with a product in perfect working condition. * We at GPO
know you have chosen to trust us by purchasing one of our premium products
and we understand that this trust is important. The GPO - Raytrade Evolutionary
Lifetime Warranty applies to every GPO product bought in Australia no matter
how long you have had it. Trust GPO. You will not be disappointed.

Lifetime warranty, fully transferable No proof of purchase necessary No warranty
card registration required

*Replacement product will be at equal value. The GPO - Raytrade Evolutionary
Lifetime Warranty does not cover loss, theft or any damage that is a result of
neglect or intentional misuse.



For only $35 get $25,000 worth of

SSAA Members Firearms Insurance.

Don,t miss OUt’ over 60’000 Email - megan@ssaains.com.au
members are now covered. Visit - www.ssaaib.com.au

Your firearms and fixed accessories will be covered agains loss, theft settied
and damage at home, at the range, while hunting and overseas for up
to 28 days. Claims are settled for replacement value (up to 5 years),

assessed by an approved firearms dealer and settled promptly. MEMBERS
Compare it to your Home and Contents Policy, which may have an mgm‘m&
excess greater than $100 and may only cover your firearms at home.
Don’t risk another year without cover - Trust SSAA to safeguard your

firearms and fixed accessories. Are you covered?

Here's what SSAA Members Firearms Insurance covers:

FIREARMS AND COVERAGE. NOT COVERED.

ACCESSORIES. e Accidental loss and damage of e Collision or overturning Theft where the equipment was not stored in an approved gun safe as required
Al privately owned the equipment (including whilst of the vehicle. by State or Territory authority, other than when the equipment is in use or away
firearms registered to in use, excluding chipping and Fire & extraneous perils. from the Insured’s premises. Where the Insured or any person or entity to whom

the member and fixed scratching of stock). Flood the equipment has been entrusted to fails to comply with any law relating to either
accessories. ¢ Malicious damage. Theft. storage, use or handling of the equipment.

SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd | CAR 315403 | ABN 86 077 822 970 is a Corporate Authorised Representative of PSC Connect Pty Ltd | ABN 23 141 574 914 / AFSL 344648 This information is general advice
only and may not be suitable for your specific needs. Please review our FSG and the Firearms Insurance PDS, underwritten by certain underwriters at Lloyds, at http://www.ssaaib.com.au/forms.aspx and contact
us directly should you require further information or advice. You should consider the PDS (together with other important information) available on www.ssaaib.com.au before making a decision about the product.




