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are a combination of pitch and limestone. 
Dimensions and weights are regulated by 
trap and skeet shooting associations. They 
are often called ‘clay pigeons’. 
Trajectory 
The path of a bullet through the air.
Trap 
A clay target throwing device, either power- 
or hand-operated.
Trap Shooting 
A clay target shooting sport with a shotgun. 
Shooters fire at clay targets flying away from 
them. Shooters stand behind the trap at a 
distance of 15-25 metres.
Trigger, Hair 
A slang term for a trigger requiring very low 
force to actuate. 
Trigger Lock 
An accessory for blocking a firearm from 
unauthorised use. Most trigger lock 
manufacturers advise against the use of a 
trigger lock on a loaded firearm, as shifting 
the lock against the trigger could fire the 
gun. 
Trigger Pull 
The average force which must be applied to 
the trigger to cause the firearm to fire. 

Under and Over 
A firearm with two barrels, one above the 
other.
Unload 
The complete removal of all unfired 
ammunition from a firearm.
Velocity 
The speed of a projectile at any point along its 
trajectory, usually listed in ‘feet per second’.
Wad 
A space device in a shotshell, usually a cup-
form plastic or paper discs, that separates the 
propellant powder from the shot.
Weapon 
An instrument used in combat. The term is 
never used in referring to sporting firearms. 

This information was taken from A Guide 
to Hunting & Shooting in Australia by Geoff 
Smith and Non-Fiction Writer’s Guide: A 
writer’s resource to firearms and ammunition 
by the Sporting Arms and Ammunition 
Manufacturers’ Institute.
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Silencer 
A device used as an expansion chamber about 
the muzzle of a firearm, to contain the gases 
discharged during firing and thus reduce some 
of the noise produced. NOTE: Silencers are 
illegal or restricted in all states and territories 
within Australia.
Skeet 
A clay target shooting sport with a shotgun. 
Shooters fire at clay targets crossing in front 
of them. 
Skeet Gun 
A shotgun with an open choke specifically 
designed for clay target skeet shooting or 
close range hunting. 
Sporting Clays 
Often called ‘gold with a shotgun’, it is a sport 
in which shooters, using shotguns, fire at clay 
targets from different stations on a course laid 
out over varying terrain. 
Stock 
The wood, fibreglass, wood laminate or plastic 
component to which the barrel and receiver 
are attached.
Target, Clay 
A circular, domed frangible disc used as an 
aerial target for shotgun shooting games. 
Originally formed out of clay, modern targets 
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A Guide to Hunting
and Shooting in Australia

Let Australian Shooter 
magazine’s Geoff Smith guide 
you through the myriad of 
technical, safety and shooting 
fundamentals.

An essential for every shooter 
and hunter - beginner or 
experienced.

213 pages, soft cover, A5 format. 
Illustrated with line drawings and 
black and white photographs.
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