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Russell Mark believes that Chinese 
offi cials at the Olympic Games in Beijing 
confi scated his ammunition and gave it 
to their own shooters to practise with on 
the range. He had it especially sent from 
Italy as had 14 other shooters. When 
they went to collect it they were told it 
had not arrived. But Mark later noticed 
Chinese shooters on the range using his 
exact same ammo. He in turn was forced 
to buy  no name Chinese ammunition 
that he had never used before and had 
to pay $15 per box for the priveldge.

He said that while his performance 
was not altered, it did “mess with his 
mind”. He had been using the Italian 
ammo for 4 years in practise so was 
thrown by it being unavailable to him with 
no recourse to follow. 

In addition to this abysmal 
oneupmanship, Mark reckons the 
Chinese judges were heavily biased 
towards the home team and there was 
little they would not do to assist their 
athletes. An example of this was seen 
when a Chinese shooter missed the 
clays three times but the judge would not 
ring the bell to announce a miss despite 
the two side judges agreeing he had 
missed. This action ended up robbing 
the young US shooter Jeffery Holguin of 
a bronze medal. Hu Binyan Hu collected 
the medal instead and Holguin was 
inconsolable !!

saturday 1st & sunday 2nd November 
Members of the Bairnsdale branch 

have been working fl at out to have their 
range in top shape for the Nationals. 
Extensive upgrade works have been 
undertaken on the range layouts, 
car parking area and and facilities. 
This years event is special as we are 
celebrating FGA’s 50th Anniversary.

For additional info and nomination 
forms log on to www.fga.net.au or call 
the National Offi ce on 03/57990960. 

russell Mark blasts the chinese

FGa NaTiONal carNiVal - BairNsDale Vic

and the fi rst Hall of Fame member 
is chris Tingay of avenell, Vic.

He and two of his friends recently 
shot 150 foxes over fi ve nights while 
whistling and spotlighting. On one of 
those nights, hunting from dusk to 
dawn, they shot an astounding 54 
foxes on the one night. 

Chris’s father, a keen birder, 
encouraged the group to focus on an 
area where the Stone bush-curlew 
bird was being decimated by the 
nocturnal hunting European Red 
Fox. Curlews have only two major 

enemies: Birds of prey and the fox. 
The Curlews camo colors helps him 
hide from the raptors but the fox 
is another matter. And it is a fi ght 
the Curlew is loosing. The Curlew 
population all over the state is now 
greatly reduced due to the predation 
of foxes. The curlew is a ground 
nester and easy for foxes to attack 
and eat the eggs as well.

From the very fi rst episode of the 
Outdoor Life Show the hunting of 
foxes, wild dogs and feral cats has 
been encouraged almost every week. 

So we are extremely pleased that our 
very fi rst Hall Of Fame member is a 
fox shooter.

And apart from his membership 
in The Hall of Fame also comes 
some tangible rewards, including  a 
years’ subscription to The Overfl ow 
Newsletter, a magnifi cent Gerber 
hunting knife and ten Fred Hollows 
Sight Restoration procedures, to be 
performed in the Avenell Hunting 
Groups’ name.

Bush stone-curlews are birds standing 50 – 60 centimetres high, with long gangly 
legs, large yellow eyes, and grey-streaked upper parts. Their colouring makes them 
hard to see in bushland, especially in the dusky shadows and evenings, when they 
are most active.

Sporting Shooters Association
of Australia Victoria

Join NOW and get the benefits

Call NOW - (03) 8892 2777 or ssaavic.com.au

5

The Overflow Newsletter Issue 9 November 14th 2008

Wild dog control programs may 
actually assist in conserving the pure 
Dingo, writes Victoria’s Environment and 
Climate Change Minister, Gavin Jennings.

 Victoria made history recently by 
becoming the first state or territory to list 
the Dingo as a ‘threatened species’.

  I approved protection of the animal 
under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 
1988, after a key scientific body warned it 
may be near extinction in this state.

The recommendation to list the 
pure Dingo was made by Victoria’s 
Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), 
an independent committee of scientists 
established to advise the Victorian 
Government on threatened species 
nominations. 

I understand that landowners may 
initially be concerned about the impact 
of the listing on the wild dog control 
program. 

 I can assure them that the Brumby 
Government remains committed to the 
wild dog control program — extra funding 
and staff have already been provided, 
including $3.4 million in new initiatives 
over five years to protect Victoria’s 
livestock from the threats posed by pest 
plants and animals.

The Brumby Government’s objective 
is to protect pure dingoes, particularly 
in remote areas, without affecting 
landowner’s ability to control wild dogs.

Current Brumby Government policy 
and practice supports the control of wild 
dogs, and Dingoes, in areas where they 
threaten livestock, but not the active 
control of Dingoes in remote areas.

This policy would not change as a 
result of listing the Dingo as a threatened 
species. 

Importantly, the listing of the pure 
Dingo will not affect the ability of farmers 
to control wild dogs.  An authorisation 
called a Governor-in-Council Order will 
enable certain persons, for example 
farmers, to continue to control problem 
Dingoes in areas where they threaten 
livestock.

As an indigenous top-order predator, 
the Dingo has historically been a 
maligned animal. 

 History shows us that we have often 
misunderstood the important ecological 
role of animals at the top of the food 
chain. 

Some scientists are worried numbers 
of feral cats will dramatically increase as 
a result and there is also a possibility that 
foxes will establish across the Tasmanian 
landscape. If this occurs, foxes may 
become a serious predator to lambs.

In Victoria and other mainland states, 
there is evidence that foxes and cats 
exist in reduced numbers where Dingoes 
occur, thereby reducing predation 
pressure on threatened small to medium-
sized native mammals.

There are suggestions Dingoes may 
also play a role in keeping down numbers 
of rabbits, which cause significant 
damage to farming properties.

In short, Dingoes are an integral part 
of Victoria’s fauna with an important 
ecological role.  They have been part of 
the Australian ecosystem for thousands 
of years.

The Department of Sustainability and 
Environment (DSE) will now prepare a 
Dingo ‘Action Statement,’ or management 
plan. 

This will be developed in consultation 
with the community, including the wild dog 
management groups, Dingo protection 
groups and landholders.

Gavin Jennings
Minister for Environment  
& Climate Change

Wild dog control to play part in Dingo protection

great lures
Better finishes
More fish!

Threatened Species Australian

CONSERVATION STATUS

WHAT DOES IT  
LOOK LIKE?

WHERE DOES  
IT LIVE?

DID YOU KNOW...

The Outdoor life show is pleased to announce the inception of its’
HALL OF FAME 

inductees will be selected in recognition of standout performances

current status

curlew track notes
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