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Dear Mr Godson, 
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relating to my speech on the Victori an Government's move to increase bag limits CockbumCenlrOI 

and season lengths for duck hunting. 

While I respect the poin ts of view raised in your letter, I have to politely 
d isagree wi th the position o f the Sporting Shooters' Assoc iation of Australia 

on this ma tter. 

I submit that while some people see duck hunting as a source o f o rganic free· 
range food , I believe tha t any such person wouJd agree that bag limits o f 10 
b irds pe r-day is excess ive. In a society where organic free-ran ge food is read ily 
available through humane supply chains, I fa il to see why, in thi s day and age, 
any person would need to shoot for their food . Furthe rmore, it is certa inly the 
case that many duck hunters are engaged in this pursuit fo r recrea tion and 

fun, and not for the purpose of finding the ir next meal. 

In relation to resea rch conducted by Professor Richa rd Kingsford, I am 
reUeved to see an increase in the Austra lian water b ird popula tion. However, I 
do not hold the belie f that an increase in the po pu la tion condones an increase 
in hun ting. On the con trary, I believe now the population has returned to 
levels no t seen in decades, we should be taking action to protect water b irds 
and ensure we do no t repea t the mistake o f the past. 

While I note your po int that duck hunting is no t a sport 'per se', I a lso note the 
name of your o rganisa tion as the Spo rts Shooter' Association. 

Again, thank you for making me aware o f the v iews and opinions of the 

Sports Shooters' Associa tion of Australia on this matte r. 

Yours s ince re l , ~~ 

Melissa Parke MP 
Federa l Member fo r Fremantle 
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